


M C „ %0

* aO

Hi 1'" O

O rf o $ jk. «U <> j



,0 a

* c

A-

£-3









Til IT!

A WEEKLY JOURNAL.

EDITED BY

S. W. BUTLER, M. D., and D. G. BRINTON, M. D.

JiflbY—DECEMBER, 1869.

VOL. XX.

LANCASTER, PA.

:

WTLIE & GRIEST, STEAM BOOK AND JOB PRINTERS.
1869.



Hu



J

INDEX
A.

Abortion; and retained placenta, -117"; chlorate of
potash in, 139 ; a painless and extraordinary case,

221 ;
threatened, bromide of potassium in, 343

;

crime of, 415 ; death from, 418, 452.
Abscess; concrete of liver, following chronic diar-

rhoea, 130.

Absinth, 355.

Absorption of cataract, spontaneous, 379.
Abstinence from food, a remarkable case, 417.
Accident; singular, 97, 150; sad, to a physician's

family, 418.
Acid

;
carbolic, 78, 91, 433 ; carbonic oxide, appa-

ratus for giving alarm of the presence of, 93 ; car-
bolic, strength of solution, 177; do., doses and
medicinal value of, 230 ; for sickness in pregnancy,
319

;
phenic as a febrifuge, 336 ; formulae for, 340

;

chronic poisoning by, 302.
Aconite, poisoning by, 157.
Acorns as food, 129.
Acute rheumatism, 475

;
digitalis in, 141'. 170.

Acupuncture, sciatica treated by, 358.
Adenoid tumor of breast, 209.
Adulterated, honey, 39 ;

milk, 325.
Advertisement, a New Y ork, 153.
Aged dead of 1808, 70.

Ague in Russia, 451.
Air passages, foreign bodies in, 200.
Air, compressed and varified, therapeutical uses of, 32.
Alcohol, test for strength of, 252.
Alcoholic stimulation in disease, 290.
Alcoholism, 189.

Alkaloids of cinchona, pharmacology of, 111.
Ambergris, 307.

Amputation
;
at the shoulder, 85 ; of the tore-arm :

ofthe hand above the wrist, 295
; modification of

Teal's method of rectangular flap in, 336.
Anaesthetic, protoxide of nitrogen as, 30.
Anaesthetics, 182.

Analysis of lager beer, 381.
Auastamosis of ear, aneurism from, 03.
Anatomical: museums, 270; specimens, new
method of preserving, 412 ; new feature inhuman
blood corpuscles, 422.

Ancient hair dyes, 320.
Aneurism: by anastamosis of the ear, etc., 03;

j

femoral and iliac artery. 187; of the splenic arte-
|

ry; 351; hypodermic use of ergot in, 387; elec-
;

tro-puncture in thoracic, 444.
Angina pectoris, electrization in, 401.
Animal substances vulcanized, 39.
Anomaly, curious, 309.
Anthrax, a case of, 391.
Antidotal action of opium and belladonna, 10.
Apoplexy, partial recovery, followed by paralysis, 276. I

Apothecaries weights, re-arrangement of 'in Ger-
many, 302.

Apparatus for giving alarm at presence of carbonic
acid, 93.

Appetite, depraved, 320.
Applicator, a urethral, 368.
Arm, mutilation of by musket, ball, 208.
Army and Navy news, 19, 80, 100. 100, 237, 255,

340, 303, 381, 400, 430.

Arrest of hemorrhage, venesection for, 169.'

Arsenic : in phthisis, 51 ; a family poisoned l> v. 179 :

eating, 474.

Artery : femoral, priority hi the ligature of, 11 ; ca-

rotid, ligation of, statistics, 15 1; splenic aneurism,
351 ; femoral and iliac aneurism of, 187.

Artificial respiration in ophmi poisoning, 34.

Asexualism, case of, 370.

Assaf etida suppositories, 135.

Associations, Maternal, of Paris, 470.

Asthma : atomized medication for, 23 ; bromide of

potassium in, 158; treatment of, 253.

Ataxia locomotor, phosphorus in, 207.

Athletic amusements, 251.

Atomized medication for Asthma, 23.

Auricular hematoma of the insane, 394.

Australian disease, the, 307.

Axilla?, dislocation of both humeri into, 78.

B.

Balbuties, 28.

Balsam of copaiba in psoriasis, 319.

Bath, Russian, hydrophobia treated by, 413.

Battery, Xey's, 219.

Bean, calabar, tetanus treated with, 214.

Beer, lager, analysis of, 381.

Beef, fresh, extract of, 110.

Belladonna and opium, antidotal action of, 10.

Bequests, 327.

Bile, influence of on salts of quinine, 182.

Binder, discussion on, 4; for parturient women. 253.

Biographical sketch of Gen. R. C. Wood, M. D., 275.

Birth, retarded, red line around funis as a sign of, 66.

Bisulphdie of carbon, a remedy for headache, 13 i

.

239.

Bladder,nrinary,termiuation of sensitive nerve of, 181

Black knot in trees, 301.

Bleaching sponges, 416.

Bleeding, 199 ; in puerperal convulsions, 383.

Blindness, temporary, 185.

Blisters and hypodermic injections, 110.

Blood ; stains of diluted and undiluted—miscrosco-
pic means of distinguishing, 21 ;

development of

red corpuscles in marrow, 149 ; movable bodies

in, 181; letting, in eclampsia of pregnant women
419 ; a new anatomical feature in corpuscles of hu-

man, 422.

Body, foreign, in air passages, 200; in ear, 298.

Book, a villainous, 342.

Boxes, Xorwegian felted, 470.

Brain; weight of, 77; wound of, and recovery, 1

laceration of. recovery 162; and stomach, gout of

198 ;
reproduction of. -< ;,;

.

Bread, whole meal, 17.

Breast, adenoid tumor of, 200.

Bromide of potassium, 370 ; in laryngismus stridu-

lus, 65; in asthma, 158 ; in threatened abortion.

343; in peurperal convulsions, 318; chorea of 1Z

years standing, cured, 351; in epilepsy, 151.

Brooklyn central dispensary, 150.

Broth, Meat, 214.

Bullock & Crenshaw, 3.97.

Burn, extensive curing epilepsy of Ions: standing,

145, 230.
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C
Cajeput, oil, color of, 251.

Calabar bean, tetanus cured by, 244.

Calculi, large salivary, 48.

Calculus, singular case of, 398.

Calomel, 112.

Camphor, danger of strong doses, 153.

Canal, Suez, 353.

Cancer; in its relations to geological structure, 08;

doctors, 219 ; case of, 369 ;
cases, and clergymen,

397.

Cancrum oris, 78.

Carbolic acid, (see Acid, carbolic,) crystals of, 450.

Carbon, bisulphide of ; a remedy for headache, 131,

239.

Carbonic oxide, apparatus for giving alarm incase

of presence of, 93.

-Carbuncle, a fatal case, 459.

Carcinoma with pericarditis, 44.

Carelessness, culpable, 70.

Caries, of palate, from injury, 163.

Carotid; ligation of by silver wire, etc., 03; artery

ligature of—statistics of operation, 151.

Cateract; attended with complications in the opera-

tion, 01; spontaneous absorption of, 379.

Cerebral lesions, severe, recovery from, 321.

Cerebri, hernia, 207.

Charlatan, another, 38.

Chairing a woman doctor and a prima donna, 159.

Charities and correction, public, in N. York, 294.

Charity Hospital, Jersey City, 70.

Charts health, 179.

Cheap diplomas for sale, 300.

Chemical principles in cure of obesity, 19.

Chemical laboratory of University of Leipsic, 218.

Chemistry-micro, 145.

Chest, a hygienic ice, 435.

Child ;
concretion ofjoints in a, 47 ; a precocious, 377.

Children ; feeble minded, Penna. school for training,

54; habitual constipation in, 171.

China, gratuitous medical advice in, 358.

Chlorate of potash in abortion, 139.

Chloroform, 475 ; death from, 179 ; vs. ether, 133.

Chlorosis, 150.

Chorea : treatment 274 ; of 13 years standing cured

by bromide of potassium, 351.

Chromic acid, poisoning by, 302, use of, 550.

Cimicifuga, poisoning by, 440.

Cinchona, pharmacology of the alkaloids of, 111.

Circumcision in syphilis, 408.

Clerical : surgeon, 38 ;
endorsements, 170.

Clergymen and cancer cures, 397.

Climates and locality, influence in mitigating pul-

monary tuberculosis, 41.

Climates for the infirm, 7.

Coal oil as a medicinal agent, 313.

Cold, how to cure, 265.

College, Jefierson Medical, 358.

Commencements, medical, 235, 250.

Compendium, Half Yearly, 116, 234.

Complicated case a, 58.

Complications in operations for cataract, 61.

Concretions of the joints in a child, 47.

Confection of senna in hemorrhagic affections, 451.

Coiinheim's alleged discovery, 331 ;
theory, 372.

Consanguineous marriages, 435.

Consolidation following pneumonia, 441.

Constipation, habitual in children, 171.

Consumption infectious, 18.

Consumptives, winter in Florida for, 101.

Contagion, microscopic fungi as the cause, 11.

Contagious diseases, fees in 341.

Convulsions, 433; puerperal, 119; bromide of po-
tassium in, 348; bleeding in, 383; bromide of
potassium in epileptic, 454.

Cooks, too many, 234.

Copaiba, in treatment of psoriasis, 319.

Coralline, 251.

Cornutum secale in diarrhoea, 320.

Corpses, mode of ^identification, J >2.

Corpuscles ; red blood, in marrow, 149; new ana-
tomical feature in human blood c, 422.

Correspondents, answers to, (last page of each no.)
Cosmetics, hair dyes, &c, 444.

Cough, whooping, remedy lor. 372.

Coxalgia, 205.

Crime of aboil ion, 415.

Criminal ; at large, 110
;
poisoning, 450.

Croup, sulphuret of potassium as a remedy, 377.

Curative power of mullein, 272.

Cure for snake bites, 455.

( orients, inductive, 301.

Cyst, ovarian, containing hair, 171.

D.

Daily Pocket Ptecord, the, 198 ; 324.
Dangers of injurious extension of the lower extremi-

ties, and means of prevention, 81.

Dead, aged of 1868, 7!'.

Death of Prof. GrBlSOLLE, 311.

Death; by a spider, 17; from heart clot, 106: from
chloroform, 179; from abortion, 418,452; sign of,

451.

Deaths—(see last page of each Xo.)
Decay of erudite physicians, 434.

Deliberations of Pharmacists, :142.

Dentistry, Japanese, 377.

Dentifrice, 456.

Depraved appetite, 320.

Dermatologist, Prof. Hebba, the, 441 J.

Destroyed, a valuable scientific museum, 434.
Detection, and forensic judgments of diseased state

of mind—contributions for physicians, judges, and
counsel,

Diabetes, opium in, 411.

Diagnosis; of early pregnancy, 70; instrumental,

128, 144; faulty. 187.

Diarrhoea; chronic, concrete abscess of liver follow-

ing, 130 ; secale cornutum in 320 ; formulae for, 357.

Diet, milk, in disease, 132.

Digitalis ; in acute rheumatism, 149 ; in heart dis-

ease, 332.

Diploma, value of a medical. 137.

Diplomas for sale cheap. 300.

Diphtheria, creasote in, 344.

Diphtheritis, something about. 140.

Discoveries in the North Sea, 215.

Discovery, Cohnheim's alleged, 331.

Disease; a milk diet in, 132; alcoholic stimulants

in, 290; tampering with, 325; of heart in the

British army, 327; of heart, digitalis in. 332; iln

Australian, 307; a nomenclature of skin, 393:

specific skin, 441.

Diseases, contagious, fees in, 341.

Dislocated shoulder, case of. 344.

Dislocation of spine, 35; of both humeri into the

axilla3 , 78 ; of head of humerus, repeated, 142 : pi

the patella, 158; of humerus of two months
standing, 224.

Dispensary, Central, Brooklyn, 150.

Displacement of uterus, use of silver uterine sup-

porter in, 366.

Distinguished physicians, photographs of, 432.

Distortion of leg from badly united fracture-

operation and recovery, 141.
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Doctor : a woman, and a prima donna chairing of,

159 ; a political, 159.

Doctors
;
cancer, 219 ; brisk trade in, 375.

Doses: of camphor, danger of strong, 153, and
medicinal value of carbolic acid, 230.

Dose, a full, 54.

Drinks, intoxicating, in U. S., 284.

Drinking water, metals in, 145.

Dropped fee, 435.

Dropsy, ovarian, cured by tapping, 47.

Drug, 'law in N. Y., 375 ; bill in N. Y., 432.

Drugs, rejection of, 159 ;
economy in, 192.

Druggists, liability of, 17.

Druggist v. Physician, 120.

Duration, average, of life, 80.

Dyes : hair, 37 ;
poisonous, 66, 152

,
poisonus hair,

171 ; ancient hair, 326 ; and cosmetics, 444.

Dysentery, case of, 441.

Dysmenorrhea, its pathology, 223.

E.

Ear
;
polypus of, 36 ; aneurism by anastomosis of,

operation, 63; disease of, 259; foreign body in,

298; removal of pebble from, 308; removal of
grain of Indian corn from each ear,.331.

Eating arsenic, 474.

Eclampsia; gravidarum, 118; puerperarum, 138,

329 ; blood letting in pregnant women, 419.

Economy in drugs, 192.

Editorial :

Late cases of alleged insanity, 13.

Therapeuti, uses ofcompressed and rarified air, 32.

The Microcosm and the Macrocosm, 53.

Naval rank of medical officers, 74.

The reform in medical education, 95.

Dr. Usher Parsons, 96.

Concerning heresy, 113; agriculture in some of
its medical relations, 114; the case of Dr.
Waring ; the next meeting of the American
Medical Association, 115.

Medical matters in Syria ; a good move, 136.

Duties on drugs; medical law in Ohio, 154;
medical museum and library, 155.

Prevalence of small pox
;
physician's mutual aid

association, 173; the next census, 174; mark
the result, 175.

Vital statistics, 194 ; fees for life insurance ex-

aminations ; modern homoeopathy, 195 ; Maine
law for promoting medical science, 196.

The Pennsylvania training school for feeble minded
children, 215.

A warning to medical societies, 233.

The drug bill ; adulteration of food and drugs

;

245 ; cases of alleged malpractice, 246 ; vital

statistics of Michigan, 247.

Preliminary education for medical students, 269.

The druggists and the drug bill, 288 ; The Black-
stone tragedy, 289.

Competitive examinations ; American Medical
Association, 290.

The naval bill; The druggists; adulteration of
milk, 303 ; Texas cattle disease, 304.

Pre-payment of postage
; co-laborers, 322 ; Dr.

Robley Dunglison, 322.

Now for a clear and healthy city ; the administra-

tion of chloroform, 338.

The N. Y. Inebriate Asylum; medical society of

the State of Pennsylvania, 339.

On hair restorers, 356.

Inter-marriage of relations, 373.

Vaccination and its benefits, 395.

Locality and disease ; editorial chaff and chaffing,

414 ; law sts and druggists, 415.

Law regulating the confinement of insane, 430.

On patenting surgical instruments ; medical edu-

cation abroad: France, 445.

Medical education abroad: Italy, 471; medical

society of Vermont, 472.

The woman question in Philadelphia, 486.

Effusions, pleuritic, 360.

Electric light and vapors, experiments with, 252.

Electrization in angina pectoris, 401.

Electro-puncture in thoracic aneurism, 444.

Encephaloid tumor of occiput, 225 ; of eye, 347.

England, use of spirits in, 33.

English statistics, 217.

Epileptic spasms, seat of, 40 ;
convulsions, bromide

of potassium in, 454.

Epilepsy, of long standing cured by extensive burn,

145, 239 ; formulae for, 447.

Ergot : of rye, 227 ; in neuralgia, 309
;
hypodermic

use of in aneurisms, 387.

Erysipelas, from wounds, oil of turpentine in, 11.

Essays, prize, 270.

Ether, v. chloroform, 133.

Erudite physicians, 434.

Evan's sanitary collections, 19.

Excision of inferior dental nerve for neuralgia, 313.

Experiments with vapors and electric light, 252.

Expert, fees as an, 234.

Extension, injudicious, of lower extremities—dan-

gers of, and prevention, 81.

Extra uterine pregnancy, 416.

Extracting teeth, 232.

Extract, of meat, Leibig's, 14; Crew's, 116.

Eye : recents improvements in operative surgery of,

71, and ear infirmary, proposed hi N. Y.,* 345

;

encephaloid of, 347.

IP.

Face, neuralgia of, 371.

Facial, paralysis, 99.

Family, problem, 220.

Fast, a long, 369.

Faulty diagnosis, 187.

Febrifuge, phenic acid as a, 336.

Fee, a dropped, 435.

Fees: as an expert, 234: in contagious diseases,

341.

Felted boxes, Norwegian, 470.

Female physicians, 15.

Femoral artery
;
priority in ligature of, 11, and iliac,

aneurism of, 187.

Femur, gunshot fracture of, 207.

Fever : typus caused by cast iron stoves, 12
;
yellow

in Paris, 25; scarlet, 49, 433; typhus and small
pox in N. Y., 79; kidney complications in inter-

mittent, 110; jungle, 254; typhoid, how to prevent
from spreading, 301 ; typhus in Brussels, 327

;
spot-

ted, 384; typhoid and typhus, 475.
Fibroma uterine, 468.

Fibrous tumor of uterus, 36.

Fire in public institutions, loss of life by, 14.

Fish-oils, medical, 321.

Fistula
;
vesico-vaginal, importance ofcertainty, 186

;

urinary, cured by lancetted stillette, 462.

Flap, rectangular, modification of Teal's method
of amputation by, 336.

Florida, winter in for consumptives, 101 ; as a re-

sort for invalids, 449.

Foetal expression, Kbisteller's method of, 7.

Foetus, turning in utero by external manipulation,
178.'

Food, acorns as, 129 ; horse flesh as, 339 ; remark-
able abstinence from, 417-

Force, vital, 11.
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Forcep uterine dressing, useful modification of, 22.

Fore-arm; re-amputation of, 27!); amputation of,

^
200.

Foreign body; in lungs, 214; in ear, 298, 331.

Fowl, pin embedded in heart of, 198.

Fracture; depressed of skull, 02; compound com-
minuted of humerus—amputation at shoulder, >

s5:

badly united—distortion of leg from. 141: of
skull, 207; of femur, gunshot, 207.

French, recent researches, 155.

Fresh beef, extract of, 110.

Functional neurosis of radical nerve, 119.

Fungi microscopic, the cause of contagion. 11.

Fungus, milk, the, 317.

Fumes, mercury, 21-1.

Funis; ligation of, 5, 220; red line around, a sign

of retarded birth, 00; postural treatment of pro-

lapsed, 44:',.

G.

Galvano-punctme, 50.

Geological structure, cancer in its relations to. 68.

Glaucoma, 180.

Glosso-pharyngea, paralysis of, 07.

Glycerate of tar, 24:5.

Good appointments, 432.

Gout of stomach and brain, 198.

Granular disease of liver, and old valvular disease

of heart, 100.

Gratuitous medical advice in China, 358.

Gunshot fracture of femur, 207-

Gynaecological Society of Boston, 210.

H.

Habit, opium, 304.

Habitual constipation in children, 171.

Hsematoma, auricular of the insane, 394.

1 hemorrhagic affections, confection of Senna in,

451.

Hair dyes, 37; poisonous, 171; ancient, 326; and
cosmetics, 444.

Hair, ovarial cyst containing, 171.

Hand, amputation of, above the wrist, 295.

Hard hits, 217-

Head, severe injuries of, 101; textensive fracture

of os frontis, laceration of brain, operation, re-

covery, 101, 102.

Headache, bisulphide of carbon, a remedy for, 171

;

239;

Health; charts, 170 ; v. sewing machines, 272 : com-
mittee of Liverpool, 274 ; and occupation, 320.

Heart; clot, death from, 100; of a fowl, pin imbed-
ded in, 108 ; action of, in new-born infants, 273

;

disease in British army, 327 ;
digitalis in, 332.

Hebka, Prof., the dermatologist, 440.

Heifer, vaccination from the, 474.
Hemorrhage; venesection for arrest of, 100; tinc-

ture erigeron canadense in, 217; after extraction

of tooth, 280 ; arrested by torsion and transfixion,

300.

Hereditary, syphilis, 441.

Hermaphroditism lateral, 8.

Hernia; lecture on—(trusses) 201; cerebri, 207;
double and extrophy of bladder, 208.

Homoeopathy : Professor of in Univ. of Mich., 302.

Honey, adulteration of, 30.

Horse-flesh as modern food, 105, 330.

Hospital Reports :

PenmyIvania Hosp itcd.

Kidney complications in intermittent fever, 110.

Post-mortem specimens—large . vomica ; concrete

abscess of liver following chronic diarrhoea, 130.

Post-mortem specimens, 182; intestinal and pul-

monary phthisis, 182 ;
displacement of liver, J S3.

Amputation of the fore-arm; of the hand above
the wrist; coxalgia, 205 : rheumatoid cases, 385.

.Specific skin diseases; hereditary Syphilis; con-
solidation followingpneumonia ; dysentery 141.

Compound fracture of light humerus, 477 . un
united fracture, treatment of, 47*.

Jefferson Medical College.

Tracheotomy, 48.

Extrophy of the bladder, 208 : mammary tumor;
adenoid tumor of breast, 200.

Encephaloid tumor of the occiput; syphilitic

tumor, 225.

Scirrhus of mammary gland; disease of the ear,

25!) : foreign body in the air passages, 20<).

Paraplegia; Re-amputation of fore-arm; ranula,

270.
'

Otorrhcea; whitlow, 312; excision of inferior

dental nerve for neuralgia, 313.

Hospital: Charity, at Jersey City, 70 ; Philadel-

phia, female physicians at, 170; report of St '

Mary's, 254.

Hospitals for insane. 39; southern, 91.

Hotel Dion: removal of, ISO; mortality in, 435.

Human : subject, external mensuration of, 1 ; blood

corpuscles, a new anatomical feature of, 422.

Humbugs, medical, and New York Tribune. 40.

Humeri, dislocation of both into the axillae, 78.

Humerus : compound, comminuted fracture of—am-
putation at shoulder, recovery, 85; repeated dis-

locations of head of, 142; dislocation of two
months standing, 224.

Hydrogen, peroxide of, 256.

Ilydrogenium, 70. 252.

Hydrophobia, 199, 208. 455; treated by Russian
bath, 113.

Hygienic ice chest. 135.

Hypnotics, other than opium, 100.

Hypertrophy of mamma,', 31.

Hypodermic injections : and blisters, 140; discovery

of, 252: use of ergot in aneurism, 387; a soluble

salt of Mercury for, 416.

Hysteria, treatment of, 135.

I.

Ice chest, hygienic, 435.

Idiopathic priapism, 299.

Iliac and femoral artery, aneurism of, 187.

Impressions maternal, 10.

Improvement, 358.

Improvements, recent, in operative surgeiy ot the

eye, 71.

Inclination irresistable to sleep, 240.

Indian corn, grain in each ear, removed, 331.

Inebriate asylum, inspection of, 430.

Infants, action of heart in new born, 273.

Infirm, climates, for the, 7.

Inhalation, preparation of oxygen for, 100.

Injections : hypodermic, 140
;
discovery of. 252 ; ot

ergot in aneurism, 387 ; a soluble salt of mercury
for, 410.

Inquiry an, 308.

Insane; early treatment of, 72 ;
the, 100, 150 ; man

kills his wife and four children—commits suicide,

309 ; auricular hematoma of the, 304 ; Willabp
asylum for, 307 ; Law regulating in Penn'a, 430.

Insanity
;
detection, and medical and legal relations

of, 00 ;
alleged cases of, 13 ; statistics of, 01.

Inspection of quack medicines, 325.

j

Instrumental diagnosis, 128, 144.
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Instruments, patent, 55, 445.

Intermittent affection, obscure, 435.

Intestinal and pulmonary phthisis, 182.

Intoxicating drinks in the United States, 284.

Invalids, Florida for, in winter, 449.

Iodide of iron, preservation of syrup of, 177.

Iron : cast stoves, causing typhus fever, 12 ; iodide

of preservation of syrup, 177; chloride of, poison-
ing by tincture, 366.

J.

Japanese dentistry, 377.

Jaundice, connected with persistent vomiting, 62.

Jobebt, (de Lamballe,) Dr. 92.

Jefferson Medical College, 358.

Joints concretions of in child, 47; Jungle fever, 254.

K.
Kerosene oil, 76.

Kidney complications in intermittent fever, 110.

Keistellee'c method of foetal expression, 7.

L.

Laboratory, new chemical, of Univ. of Leipsic, 218.

Lactation, singular case of by an old woman, 135.

Lager beer, analysis of, 381.

Laryngismus stridulus, bromide of potassium in, 65.

Law ; Medical of Wisconsin, 273 ; of Minnesota,

362 ;
drug, in N. Y., 375.

Leg, distortion of from badly united fracture, opera-

tion and results, 141.

Liebig's extract of meat, 14 ;
factory for, 434.

Leipsic, new chemical laboratory in, 218.

Leprosy and marriage, 397.

Lesions, severe cerebral, recovery from, 321.

Letter ; from Paris, 14 ; 360 ; 377 ; from Vienna, 33.

Liability of druggists, 17.

Library, of Dr. Enos, of N. Y., 271.

Life, loss of by fire in public institutions, 14 ; aver-

erage duration of, 80; Insurance examinations,
manual for, 197 ;

boat, institution, Royal na-
tional, 327.

Ligation ; of common carotid, by silver wire, 63 ; of

funis, 226.

Ligament, a new, description of, 450.

Ligature ; of the femoral artery, priority of, 11 ; of

carotid artery, with staitistics of operation, 151.

Light, electrical, and vapors, experiments with, 252.

Lines spectrum, 394.

Lip, reconstruction of upper, 348.
" Liquors, pure sold here," 39.

Lithotomy, spontaneous, 185.

Little ones, save the, 219.

Liver
;
granular disease of and old valvular disease

of heart, 106 ; concrete abscess of following chron-
ic diarrhoea, 130 ;

displacement of, 183.

Liverpool health committee, 274.

Locomotor ataxia, phosphorus in, 267.

Lcechial discharge, profuse and long continued, 454.

Longevity in Mexico, 185.

Lower extremities, danger of injudicious extension,
and means of prevention, 81.

Lunacy, alleged increase of, 191.

Lungs, foreign objects in, 214.
Lyceum of Natural history, N. Y., 260.
Lupuline, therapeutic value of, 137.

M.
Machine sewing v. health, 272.
Macrocosm and microcosm, 53.

Mader's method of transfusion, 379.
Magazines, &c, 73.

Magnesia, sulphate of, to remove bitterness from,
112.

Malpractice, action for, 18.

Mamma?, hypertrophy of, 31.

Mammary, tumor 209 ;
gland, scirrhus of, 259.

Man : an unfortunate, 280 ;
insane, kills wife and

four children—commits suicide, 309.

Mania
;
hidden, 72 ; a potu in a negro, 309.

Manipulation, external, turning foetus in utero by,

178.

Manual for life insurance examinations, 197.

Marriage and leprosy, 397.

Marriages : last page (in each No. ;) consanguine-

ous, 435.

Marrow, red blood corpuscles in the, 149.

Maternal: impressions, 16; associations Paris, 476.

Meade, Commodore, case of, 100.

Meat: Liebig's extract of, 14; Ceew's, 116; broth
effects of, 214; characteristics of good, 268;
Liebig's factory for extract of, 434.

Meats, preservation of fresh, 14.

Medical
;
department of University of Michigan, 33

;

military matters, 33 ; students in Paris, 60 ; Col-

lege, Starling, O., 98;- diploma, value of, 137;
commencements, 235, 250 ; value of carbolic acid,

230; law in Wisconsin, 173; staff on Swedish B.
Roads, 327; men in high office, 342; College,

Jefferson ; advice gratuitous in China, 358 ; law
in Minnesota, 362 ;

College in Phila., another,
397," women students, 415; humbugs and New
York Tribune, 40

;
ethics, 475.

Medical Societies:

Harford Co., Md. Discussion on the binder, 4;
on ligation of funis, 5, 226 ; Discussion on
Ergot, 227.

Schuylkill Co., Pa., 60.

Butler Co., Ohio, annual meeting, 64.

Phila. Co. election of officers for 1869 ; Presi-

dent's address, 88;
Caledonia Co., Vermont, 112.

District of Columbia, 132.

Otsego Co., N. Y., 132.

Phila. Co. Discussions
;
hypodermic injections,

164.

Chenango Co., N. Y., 168.

Of Ehode Island, 168.

Franklin Co., Pa.
;
Organization, 179.

Of New York, 62d anniversary—discussions, 185.

Oye society of Bellevue Hospital, N. Y., 5th annual
reunion, 210.

American Medical Association, committees, 236

;

Minutes of 20th annual session, 405, 424.

Baltimore Medical Association, 249.

Crawford co., Pa., 251.

Meeting of Philadelphia druggists, 261.

Delaware co., Pa , 271.

Proceedings of N. Y. Journal Association, 280.

Of Georgia, 296.

Of Tennessee, 310.'

Williamsport, Pa., 323.

Of New Jersey, 103 annual meeting, 363* 431.

Brown co., Ohio, 369.

Association of Medical Editors of New Orleans,

388.

Western Penna. Medical Association, 400.

Sumter co., Ala., 410.

Of Vermont, 416.

Green co., Pa., organization, 429.

Of West Virginia, 464.

Harford co., Md., 465.

Pennsylvania State, 479.

Medication, atomized, for asthma, 23.

Medicinal; value of carbolic acid, 230
;
agent, coal

oil as a, 313 ; feh oils, 321.
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Medicines; quack, inspection of, 325 ; value of, 412.

Men and monkeys, 207.

Mensuration external of human subject, 1.

Mercury; detection of in poisoning, 171; syphilis

treated without, 191, 334, 354; fumes, 214 ; solu-

able salt of, for hypodermic injections, 415.

Merit, unrewarded, 358.

Metals, in drinking water, 145.

Method, new ofpreserving anatomical specimens, 412,

Meteorological observation, 140.

Meterology, (see last page of each number.;
Mexico, longevity in, 185.

Microscope; new mode of preparing objects for, 51

;

to ascertain the power of a, 217.

Microscopic; fungi as the cause of contagion, 11;
component parts of vaccine lymph, 27; means of

distinguishing the stains of undiluted from those

of diluted blood, 21.

Micro; photography. 39; chemistry, 145.

Milk; diet in disease, 132; fungus, 317: adulterated,

325.

Military medical matters, 33.

Mind, detection of disease of, and medical and legal

relations of, 00.

Minnesota medical law, 362.

Miscarriage without pain, 28.

Miserable, how to make yours< It'. 307.

Mistake fatal, 177.

Modifications, useful, ofuterine dressing forceps, 22.

Mong Shaw Loo, 117.

Monkeys and men. 207.

Monster, curious, 138; monstrosity strange. 230.

Morphia, excessive use of, 484.

Mortality in Hotel Dieu, 435.

Mullein, its curative power, 272.

Museum, valuable scientific destroyed, 434.

Musical wonder, 60.

Musket ball, mutilation of arm by, 208.

N.
Needle four inches long, the nucleus of urinary

calculus, 192.

Negro, mania a potu in a, 309.

Nephogene, Read's, 198.

Nerve, radial, functional neurosis of, 119 ; section

of tibial for neuralgia, 293 ; excision of inferior

dental, for neuralgia, 313 ; sensitive of urinary
bladder, termination of, 181.

Nervous system, physiology of—preliminary remarks
on, 461.

Neuralgia; section of tibial nerve for, 293 ;
ergot of

rye in, 309 ; excision of dental nerve for, 313 ; of
the face, 371 ; formulae in treatment of. 155.

Neurosis functional of the radial nerve, 119.

Ney's battery, 219.

Nitrogen, protoxide of as an anaesthetic, 30.

Nomenclature of skin disease, 393.

Norwegian felt boxes, 470.

Nosology, a new, 335.

Notes on Books, 12, 31, 72, 93, 112, 153, 172, 192,

214, 286, 356, 372, 394.

Nucleus of urinary calculus, a needle four inches
long, 192.

O.
Obesity, cure tor on chemical principles, 19.

Obituaries ;

Prof. Aug. Ed. Ferd. Colburg, 40 ; Ira Day, 59

;

Karl Fred. Phil. Von Martins, 80 ; Prof. Balassa

120 ; Usher Parsons 96 ; Daniel Holmes, 200

;

Kersey G. Thomas, 225 : Alex. H. Stevens, 327
;

O. M. Pray, 340; Minturn Post, 304; Robley
Dunglison, 310,382; Philip Physic Randolph,
382.

Objects, new mode of preparing for microscope, 51.

Occiput, encephaloid tumor of, 225.

Occupation and health, 320.

Odors poisonous, 217.

Ohio, medical law in, 154.

Oil: olive, therapeutic value, 29; kerosene, 76; oi

cajeput, color of, 251; coal, as a medicinal agent,

313.

Oil, fish, medicinal, 321.

Oleum, terebinthin.e, in erysipelas traninaticum. 11.

Olive oil, therapeutic value of, 29.

Opium and belladonna, antidotal action of. 16; pois-

oning, artificial respiration in,34 ;case of poisoning

87, 89, 142. 25:5; attempted suicide with, L57;

habit, ;J04: in diabetes, 411 ; cultivation in Y. 8.,

424.

Opiates, hpynotics and sedatives other than. 196.

Ovarian dropsy cured by tapping, 47.

Ovarial cyst containing hair, 171.

Ovariotomy, case of, 275, 311.
Oxygen, 355; preparation for inhalation, 190.

Ozena, treatment of, 237.

P.

Pain, miscarriage without, 28.

Painless and extraordinary case of abortion. 221.

Palate, injuries of, resulting from caries. Pis.

Paper, patent water proof, 456.

Paralysis; of glossopharyngeal nerve, 07: facial.

!>!>: following partial recovery from apoplexy.

270,

Paraphlegia, 278.

Paris, medical students in, 60.

Parturient women, binders for, 253 ; discussion on,

4.

Patella, vertical dislocation of, 158.

Patent; instruments, 58, 178, 445; water-proof pa-

per, 456.

Pathology of dysmenorrhcea, 222.

Patrolmen and police surgeons in N. Y., 429.

Pebble, removal of, from ear, 308.

Pennsylvania, University of, 397.
Pcpsine cases successfully treated by, 10 American,

456.

Pericarditis, with careinoma, 44.

Personals from Europe, 19.

Perspiration, suppression of ;—lowering the temper-

ature and other symptoms produced by, 89.

Peru, yellow fever in, 25.
,

Pertussis, 9.

Peroxide, of Hydrogen, 250.

Pharmacists, deliberations of, 336.

Pharmacology of the alkaloids of cinchona, 111.

Pharmacopoeia, tJ. S. national convention for re-

vising, 345.

Pharyngitis and stomatitis leucamrica, 27.

Phenic acid as a febrifuge, 336.

Philosophy of tea-making, 38.

Phosphorus, in locomotor ataxia. 207
;
turpentine in

poison of, 403.

Photographs of distinguished physicians. 331 : pre-

miums, 416.

Photography, micro, 39.

Phthisis, arsenic in, 51 ; intestinal and pulmonary,
182.

Physician: female, 15; in Philadelphia Hospital,

i79; a good, 159; decay of erudite, 434: pholo-

graphs of distinguished, 431; family of, a sad ac-

cident to, 418.

Physiological effects of tobacco, 451.

Physiology of the nervous system, 461

;

Pin, imbedded in the heart of a fowl, 1,98; curious

route of a, 308.
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Placenta : abortion and retained, 171
;
prsevia-metro-

peritonitis death, 121: previa, 365.

Pleuritic effusions, 360.

Pneumonia, consolidation, following, 441.

Pneumonitis, 437, 475.

Poisoned by arsenic, a family, 179.

Poisoning : opium, artificial respiration in, 34 ; with

opium, 87 ; 99 ; 142 ; 253 ;
by aconite, 157 ; detec-

tion of mercury in, 171 by sulphate of zinc, 178

;

by strychnia, 301 ;
by chromic acid, 362

;
by

tine, chloride of iron, 366
;
by phosphorus-tur-

' pentine in, 403; by -cimicifuga, 440; criminal,

450.

Poisonous : dyes, 66 ; 152 ; 326 ; hair dyes, 171

,

odors, 217.

Police surgeons and patrol men in X. Y., 429.

Political doctor, 159.

Polvpus : of ear, 36 ;
vaginae camplicated case of,

352.

Position in sleeping, 9.

Post-mortem, specimens, 182,

Posturial treatment of prolapsed funis, 443.

Potash, chlorate of in abortion, 139.

Potassium ; bromide of, 376 ; in laryngismus stridu-

lus, 35 ; in asthma, 158 , in threatened abortion,

343 ; in puerperal convulsions, 348 ; in chorea of
j

13 years standing, 351
;
sulphuret of, a remedy

j

for croup, 377 ; in epileptic convulsions, 454.

Practitioner surgical reminiscences of an old, 161, i

347.

Precocious child, 377.

Pregnancy, diagnosis of early, 70 ; carbolic acid in
j

sickness of, 319 ; extra uterine, 416, 443.

Pregnant woman, blood letting in eclampsia of, 419.

Premiums, photograph, 416.

Preservation of fresh meats, 14; of syrup ferri iodidi,
J

177.

Preserving anatomical specimens, a new method
of, 412.

Priapism idiopathic, 299.

Prima donna, and woman doctor chairing of, 159.

Priority in ligation of femoral artery, 11.

Prize, Swiney, 296 ;
surgical, 345.

Problem, curious family, 220.

Professor wanted, 116 ; of homoeopathy in Univer-
sity of Michigan, 302.

Prolapsed funis, postural treatment of, 443.

Prolapsus uteri, 139.

Prophecy, a medical fulfilled, 8.

Protoxide of nitrogen, 39 ; as an anaesthetic, 30.

\

Psoriasis, balsam of copaiba in, 319.

!
Public charities and correction inX. Y., 294.

Pulmonary and intestinal phthisis, 182.

Pulmonary tuberculosis, influence of climate and
locality in mitigating, 41.

Puerperal convulsions, 119; bromide of potassium
in, 348; bleeding in, 383.

! Puerperarum eclampsia, 138 ; 329.
" Pure liquor sold here," 39.

Purpurea sarraceniain variola, 318.

Q.

Quack medicine, inspection of, 325.

Question, the woman, 374.

Queries and replies, (see last page of each number.)
J

Quinine, influence of bile on salts of, 182.

R.
Rachitis, about, 89-

Radial nerve, functional neruosis of, 119.
Railway injury, 85.
Railways, surgeons on

;
137.

Ranula, 279.

Read's nephogene, 198.

Re-amputation of the fore-arm, 279.

Rectum, syphilis of the, 26.

Red line around funis, sign of retarded birth, 66.

Religious services, unusual, 476.

Remarkable cases, 40.

Remedy ; for whooping-cough, 372; sulphuret of
potassium for croup, 377.

Remedies, new, 128.

Removal of Hotel Dieu, 180.

Reproduction of brain, 266.
Researches, recent French, 155.

Respiration, artificial, in opium poisoning, 34.

Reviews akd Book Notices.

Bodenhamer, W.—On anal fissure, 31.

Cleveland, C. if.—Pronouncing Medical Lexicon 94.

Carson, Jos.—History of the Medical Dept. of Uni-
versity of Penna., 153.

Cheever, David W.—GEsaphagotomy for the removal
of foreign bodies, 413.

Flint, Austin.—Compendium of Percussion and
Ausculation, 72.

Fifth Animal Report, of the Board of State Chari-
ties of Massachusetts, 485.

Glordnger, J). S.—Medical Examiner's Manual, 94.

Greenhow, F. H.—Chronic Bronchitis, 94.

Hartshorne, H.—Principles and Practice of Medi-
cine, 172; Conspectus of the Medical Sciences, 337.

Hill, B.—Syphilis and other, local contagious dis-

orders, 214.

Homberger, Julius.—Batraxomvo rnaxia, a fisht on
Ethics, 485.

Longshore, J. S.—Philadelphia system of Obstetrics,

51.

Meigs, J. Aitken.—Correlation of physical and vital

forces, 31.

Mackenzie &• Cohen.—Use of Laryngoscope, 94.

Pavy, F. W.—Treatise on Digestion, 413.

Pennsylvania Hospital Reports, 194.

Proceedings of Medical Society of Michigan, 394.

Tilt, E. J.—Handbook of Uterine therapeutics, 337.

Thompson, J. S.—Lectures on diseases of Urinary
organs, 52.

Troltsch, Anton Von—Treatise on disease of the

Ear, 194.

Wythes. Jos. H.—Physicians' dose and symptom
book, 93.

Rheumatism, 156; acute, 170, 475; digitalis in,

149 ; treatment of acute, 389.

Rheumatoid cases, 385.

Royal introduction, 9.

Rubber, vulcanized, dental use of, 38.

Rupture of uterus, 330; of aneurism of splenic ar-

tery—death, 351.

Russia, ague in, 451.

Russian baths for hydrophobia, 413.

Rye
;
ergot of, 227 ; in neuralgia, 309.

S.

Salivary, calculi, large, 48.

Salts of mercurv, soluble for hypodermic injections,

416.

Sanitary collection, the Evan's, 19.

Saw wound extensive of skull, 442.

Sarracenia, purpurea in variola, 318.
Scarlet fever, 4 (J.

Scarlatina, prevention of, 150.

School for feeble minded children, Penn'a, 64.

Sciatica treated by acupuncture, 358.

Science general, 377.
Scientific museum, a valuable, destroyed, 434.

Scirrhus of mammary gland, 259.
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Sea-sickness, 170. i

ISecale cornutumin diarrhoea, 320.

Second sight, 177.

Sedatives, other than opiates, 190.

Senna confection of in hemorrhagic affections, 451.

dewing machines, v. health, 272.

Shakespeare, druggists in time of, 435.

Shoulder
;

amputation at. 85 ;
dislocated, a case

of, 344,

Siamese twins, 117,
, fl

•Sickness in pregnancy treated wirh carbolic acid, 319.

Sign; of retarded birth, red line around funis 66;

of death, 451.

Silver, wire; ligation of common carotid by, 63;

Babcock'S uterine supporter in displacement of

uterus, 360.

Si nis speculum, modification of, 240.

Skin
;
disease, nomenclature of, 303 ; formulae for

j

374, 300
;
diseases, specific, 441.

Skull depressed fracture of 02 ; fracture of 307 ;
ex-

j

tensive saw wound of, 442.

Sleep, going to, 242; irresistible inclination to, 249.

Sleeping, position in, 9.

Small pox; and typhus fever in N. Y., 70.

Snake-bites, treatment of, 78 ; cure for, 450, 455.

Social evil statistics of, 255.

Soluble saccharate of iron, 480.

Southern Hospitals, 91.

Spasms, epileptic, seat of, 40.

Specimens; post mortem, 130, 182; preservation of

180, 412.

Speculum sinis, a new modification of, 240.

Spectrum lines, 393.

Splanchnoscope, a medical phrophesy fulfilled, 8.

Splenic artery, aneurism of rupture—death, 351,

Spider, death by, 17.

Spine, dislocation of, 35.

Spirits, use of in England, 33.

Sponges, bleaching, 416.

Spontaneous absorption of cataract, 37!'.

Spotted fever, 384.

Stains of diluted and undiluted blood, microscopic :

means of distinguishing, 21.

Statistics : of insanity, 90; surgical. 14: of operation

of ligature of carotid artery, 151; English, 217:
vital, of London, Berlin, Paris and Vienna, 208;
of social evil, 225.

Stethascope, a ready, 98 ;
the, 213 ; a solid. 294.

Stimulation, alcoholic in disease, 296.

Still another victim. 448.

Stillette lancetted, urinary fistula cured by, 402.

Stillingia in syphilis. 134.

Stomach and brain, gout of, 198.

Stomatitis and pharyngitis leucae mica. 27.

Stoves, cast iron, cause of typhus fever, 12.

Strange monstrosity, 230.

Stricture of urethra, impermeable operation for, 276.
Strength of alcohol, test for, 252.

Strong doses of camphor dangerous, 153.

Students, medical in Paris, 00 ; woman medical, 415. I

Strychnia, poisoning by, 301 ; effects of, 304.
Suez canal, the, 353.
Suicide; medical, 415 ; a singular case of attempted,

50
;
attempted with opium, 157 ; at St. Peters-

burg, 450.

Sulphate of magnesia, to remove bitterness from, 112.
Sulphate of zinc, poisoning by, 179.
Sulphate of potassium, a remedy for croup, 377.
Surgical : statistics, 14 ;

prize, 345.

Surgical; reminiscences of an old practitioner, 164;
347-

Super fetation, case of, 230; 307; 335.

Suppression of perspiration, came of lowering of

temperature, 89.

Suppositories of assafcetida, 138.

Supporter, silver, uterine use of in displacement of

uterus, 300.

Surgeon, clerical, 38.

Surgeons on railways, 137; police and patrolmen,
429.

Surgery; operation of eye, recent improvementa in,

71 ;
patients in. 17 v .

Svapnia. '.'7.

Swinev, prize, 2!Hi.

Syphilis, of the rectum, 20; stillingia in. 134: rein-;

edies employed against constitutional. 27<»: treated

without mercury. 191; 334; 354: hereditary. 441 ;-

circumcision in, 4' 18.

Syphilitic : tumor, 225 ; diseases of the throat. 400/

T.

Tail, a false, 470.

Talleyrand, 52.

Tampering with disease, 325.

Tapping, ovarian dropsy cured by. 47.

Tap<'-\vonn. treatment of, 454.

Tar, glycerate of, 243.

Tea making, philosophy of, 3b*

Teal's method of amputation by rectangular flaps,

modifications of, 330.

Teeth, good and bad, 147; extracting. 2:52.

Temperature, cause of lowering and other symp-
toms produced by suppression of perspiration. s '-».

Terebinthime, oleum in erysipelas traumaticum, 11,

Tetanus, supposed, 34 ; 40 ; treated by calabar bean.
Therapeutic; value of olive-oil, 20; effects of lupu-

line, 137.

Therapeutical Bulletin ;

Neuralgia ; Formulae for Anodynes, hypodermic-
injections; ointments, liniment: tractal sup-
positories. 155; Rheumatism, 156.

Formulae, used as tonics, 175; tonic hypodermic
injections, 176.

Formulae: for hypnotics, sedatives and opiates,

100; 1!>7; hypodermic injections, 107 ; for di-

aphoretics and diuretics, 21(5 : for ointments,
233 : for expectorants in bronchitis and phthis-

is. 148; for remedies employed against consti-

tutional syphilis, 27<>: for uterine diseases, 291 :

for collyria, 305 : for hrbitual constipation. 323;
for carbolic acid, 34<) : for treatment of diar-

rhoea, 357; for skin diseases. :574 : 396; for

treatment of chancres. 273.

Therapeutics, rational. 218.

Theory, Cohnheim's, -">72.

Throat-diseases, practical point in treatment of. 205
;

syphilitic disease, 466.

Thoracic aneurism, electro-puncture in, 444.

Tibial nerve, section of for Neuralgia. 293.

Timely warning, 177.

Tincture of erigeron canadense in hemorrhage, 217.

Tobacco, physiological effects of. 451.

Tooth, hemorrhage after extraction, 280.

Tonics, formulae for, 175.

Toxicomania, curious case of, 02.

Tracheotomy. 48.

Trade, brisk in doctors. 375.

Training school, Pa., for feeble-minded children. 54,

Transfusion, Mader's method. 370.

Transfixion and torsion to arrest hemorrhage. 300,

Treatment of Insane, early, 72.

Trees, the black knot in, 361,

Tribune, IS". T.. and medical humbugs. 40.

Triplets, case of, 98.

Truss, requisites of proper application, 201.
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Tuberculosis, pulmonary, climate and locality influ-

ence of in mitigating, 41

.

Tumor : fibrous of uterus, 36 ; ovarial containing

hair, 171; mammary; adenoid of the breast, 209";

encephaloid of the occiput
;

syphilitic, 225 ; of
mammary gland, 259.

Turpentine, oil of in exysipelas of wounds^ J],

Twins, Siamese, lit
Typhus, caused by cast iroil stoves, 12.
lyphoid feverj bow to tyrevent from spreading, 301.

U.
i.

Unfortunate man, 280.

University ; of Michigan Medical Department, 33
;

of Maryland, Baltimore, 345 ; of Pennsylvania,

397.

Urethra, impermeable stricture, operation for, 276.

Urethral applicator, 308.

Urinary, calculus ; neuclus of, a needle four inches

long, 192 ; bladder termination of sensitive nerve,

181 ; fistula cured by lancetted stillette, 462.

Urine, retention of, 151.

Uterine
;

dressing forceps, useful modification of,

22 ; silver supporter in displacements of uterus,

366 ; disease formulae for, 291 ;
fibroma, 408

,

ulcers, 456
;
extra, pregnancy, 416, 453.

Uterus ; fibrous tumor of, 36 ;
prolapsus of, 139

;

turning of foetus, by external manipulation, 178 ;

rupture of, 330
;
displacement of, silver supporter

in, 366.

Vaccine
;
lymph, microscopic component parts of,

27; virus, 54; agent, 251 ; virus, preservation of,

440.

Vaccination, 38 ; 214 ; 285 ; from a heifer, 474.
Vagina, polypus of, a case, 352.

Vaginitis, 364.
j

Variola, sarracenia purpurea in, 318.
Value of the various kinds of food, 484.
Valuable, consideration, 358.
Vapors and electric light experiments with, 252.
Venesection for arrest of hemorrhage, 169.
Ventilation, 363,

lotiha, advantages of, 33.

Vesico-vaginal fistula, importance of certainty in

operation for, 186.

Vital force, 11.

Vomica large, 130.

Vomiting persistent, with jaundice, 62.

Voight Carl, 251.

Vulcanized rubber dental use of 38.

Vulcanizing animal substances, 39.

W.
Warning, timely, 177.

Water : metals in drinking, 145
;
proof paper, patent,

456.

Weight of brain, 77.

Weights, apothecaries, re-a irangements in Germany,
302.

Whooping cough remedy for, 372.

Whole meal bread, 17.

Whitlow, 312.

Willard asylum for Insane, 397.

Winter in Florida for consumptives, 101 ; for inva-

lids, 449.

Wire, silver in ligation of common carotid, 63.

Woman
;
old, a singular case of lactalion in, 135

;

doctor and prima donna chairing of, 159
;
question

374 ; medical students, 415.

Women, pregnant, blood letting in eclampsia of, 419;

disease of, 456.

Wound ; of brain, recovery, 86
;
enysipelas from oil

of turpentine in, 11.

Z.

Zinc, poisoning by sulphate of, 179.



INDEX TO CONTRIBUTORS.
AGNEW, D.HAYES: 295.

ALLEN, J. G. : 22.

ALLEN, H. C.: 142.

ALLISON, A. J.: Report, 48.

APPLET, W. L.: 224.

AVERY, HENRY N.: 294.

AYERS, H. P.: 44.

BANE, G. H.: 34.

BARKER, M. P.: 142.

BASSET, M. F.: 23.

BATES, J. W. P.: 240.

BENSON, L. M.: 273.

BISSELL, GEO. P.: 253.

BLACKWELL, L. S.; 218.

BOGGS, A. D.: 343.

BRINTON, D. G.: 1.

BROLASKY, J. P.: 25.

BUCHANAN, W. F.: 85.

BUNDY, M. M.: 62.

BURKE, G. W.: 276.

BURRITT, H. L. W.: 475, 477.
COLLINS, JAMES, 308.

CORLISS, HIRAM, 47.

CORSON, E. M.: 351.

CRAIG, J. W.: 99.

CRAIGEN, W. J.: 453.
CRAWFORD, S. P.: 366.
CREW, B. J. : 488.

CROTHERS, T. D. 330.
DA COSTA, Clinics, J. M. : 110, 130, 182.
D., W. H.: 342.

DOWNS, J. M.: 274, 344.
DUFFIELD & PICKENS, 309.
DURRY, JOHN S.: 178.

DUTCHER, A. P.: 41, 106, 437, 457.
"ENQUIRER," 272.
EKWURZEL. W.: 62.

FARNSWORTH, P. J.: 87.
FINFROCK, J. H.: 207.
FIELD, A. G.: 368.

FLEMING, WM. PARKE, 79.

FRANCIS, SAMUEL W.: 275.
FRISBIE, E. W.: 308.
FUNDENBERG, GEO. B.: 462.
GARY, F. F.; 379.
GARRISON, J. B.: 440.
GRAVES, JOSH. B. & CHAS. M.: 311.
GROSS, S. D.: 48, 208, 259, 278, 312.
GROSVENOR, J. W.: 78.

GUNKLE, W. H.: 46.

H., G. W.: 59.

HARLEY, L. G.: 117.
HAMMOND & MAGRUDER, 63.
HASKEL, C. B.: 461.
HENCH, J. C: 272.
HEINIS, J. P.: 366.
HILLIS, W. J.: 326.

HOEHLING, A. A.: 47, 379.
HOLSTON , JOHN G. F.: 161, 347.
HORNER, Jb., FRED.: 86, 168, 276, 384.
HOPKINS, IRA D.: 418.
HOUGH, S. B.: 351.

HUFFMAN, D. C: 308.
JENKINS, THOS. E.: 403.
JORDAN, A. S.: 78.

KENNEDY, STILES, 222.

KING, W. S.: 129.

KNOTT, J. J.: 344.

LAWRENCE, G. H.: 128.
LEE, BENJAMIN, 81.

LENOIR, G.H.: 221.

LEWLS, J. S.: 139.

LILLY, H. M.: 16. 141, 257.

LUECK, A. W.: 440.

« M.»: 198, 433.

; M., A.H.: 14.

MAGRUDER, A. L. C: 03.

' MARSH, J. P.: 139.

MARTINDALE, F. E.: 118.

< McCAMPBELL, D. C: 235, 253.

: McKAY, R. H.: 454.
' McKINNON, K.: 399.

,
McSWEENY, D. E.: 98.

'• MEDICO," 140.

MEiGS, J. AITKEN, 385, 441.

M1CHENOR, E.: 301, 419.
j MORRISON, J. P.: 157.

NAPIIEYS. GEO. H.: Reports, 110, 130, 182,

225, 259, 278, 312. 441. Therapeutical Bulletin,

155. 175 196, 210, 233, 248, 270, 291, 323, 340,
'

357, 374. 396, 447. 473, 487.

NITSCHKE, PAUL, 78.

NODEN, W. 119.

OPPELT. E. A.: 158.

PA [ST. H. C: 433.

PALMER. J. M.: 417.

PALMER. W. H.: 121, 416.

PEARSON, JOHN C: 145.

PENNS1L, P. H.: 158.

PERRY. W. B.: 417.

PINKHAM. J. W.: 454.

RAMSEY, J. W.: 178.

READ, W.: 274.

REAMY. THAD. A.: 98.

REECE, M.: 239.

RICHARDSON. JOS. Gr.: 21.

RITTER, JACOB, 55.

RITTER & CASE. 307.

ROCKWELL & BEARD. 401.

ROEBUCK, P. J.: 453.

ROTHROCK. J. T.: 348.

ROSENWASSER. M.: 459.

RUBY. JAMES. 383.

SELL, E. W.: 329.

SENDERLIN G. P. M.: 36.

SHELDON, D. L. D.: 55, 201.

SHEPHERD, FRED. P.: 178.

SI IURLOCK. WM. C: 365.

S1GMUND. A. M.: 398.

SIMMONS, T. W.: 58.

SPENCER, H. A.: 35.

SPIER , ROBER T.F.: 101

.

STERLING, W. H.: 17.

STERNBERGER. GEO. M.: 158.
' STEVENS, C. W.: 119.

SUTTON, GEORGE. 189.

SWAYZE, G. B. H.: 452.

THOMAS, E. D.: 138.

! TURNBULL. L.: 331.

TURNER. W. MASON: 61.

VAN BUSKIRK. J.: 455.

i

VANCE, GEO. H.: 138.

"W.": 15.

j

WALES, P. S.: 123, 145.

i

WALL1HAN, S. S.: 256.

!

WALLING, W.: 273.

|

WARDNER, H.: 362.

YARROW, H. C: 326.

YOUNG, P. B.: 157.



THE

MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER.

No. 6 1 8.] PHILADELPHIA, JAN. 2, 1869. [Vol. XX.—No. i.

Original Department.

Communications.

EXTERNAL MENSURATION OF THE
HUMAN SUBJECT.

By D. G. Brinton, M. D.

The science of ethnology, the arts of sculpture

and painting, the requirements of the military

and naval service, and the business of life

insurance are all interested, though with differ-

ent ends in view, in the careful study of the

external form of the living, healthy man. The

examiner for insurance searches for the signs of

long life, the military surgeon asks for the indica-

tions which guarantee great physical endurance

for a limited term of years, the artist inquires

the proportions which form the highest type of

the beautiful, while the ethnologist studies the

relations of parts to determine the kinship of

races. The objects of all could be more certainly

accomplished if a uniform system of measure-

ment were adapted, so far as these objects lie

together. A provisional scheme of the kind I

submit here, trusting that those who use it will

make known its deficiencies, as they appear in

use.

The table* of measurements adopted by Drs.

Vox Scherzer and Schwarz on the expedition of

the Novara is the most complete ever proposed.

But it is too tedious. One must make seventy-

eight different measurements, which practically

one would never do. Moreover, it calls for the

use of the dynamometer of Regnier to ascertain

the pressing power and the lifting power
{force

manuelle, force renale), .useful items, but not

generally convenient to determine.

The scheme here presented requires the use of

no other instruments than the measuring rod

and tape. The latter should be of flexible steel,

graduated to tenths of inches. The callipers,

* Dr. E. H. Davis, of N. Y., has re published this table
in the Annual Hep. of the Smithsonian Institution for 1866,

P. 371.

the dynamometer, and the tailor's yard (for

measuring from the perineum to the ground,)

are convenient, but not essential to a general

examination of the kind.

The French metrical scales would undoubtedly

be the best to adopt, but it is not easy to procure

them in many parts of the country, and most

persons are not familiar with them.

TABLE.

General Facts.

1. Name.

2. Sex.

3. Residence.

4. Age.

5. Color.

6. Occupation.

7. Native country.

8. Of what ancestry.

9. Married or single.

10. Number of children.

General Observations.

1. Figure (slender, robust
;

erect, stooping).

2. Expression (describe particularly the promi-

nence of any facial muscles, and the prevailing

cast of the features in repose. For further

information see Charles Darwin's " Queries about

Expression" in the Annual Hep. of the Smith-

sonian Institution, 1867, p. 324).

3. Hair (color, quantity).

4. Eyes (color, prominence, arcus senilis

:

power of sight judged by the type in which this

is printed—bourgeois. Persons with good eyes

can read it readily at four and a half and

five feet).

5. Nose (shape. I am aware of no reliable

standard by which to measure the olfactory

sensibility, nor that of taste).

6. Ear (shape. The most convenient test of

the auditory power is the watch. With one ear

closed its ticking can usually be heard by the

other at a distance of 28 inches).

7. Tactile sense (measured on the bulb of the

index finger of the right hand by the assthesi-

ometer, or by taking the nearest distance at

which the two points of the limbs of a drawing

compass can be distinguished).

8. Teeth (condition, gingival line).
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9. Pulse (character, frequency standing and

Bitting by the minute).

10. Respirations (number in a minute).

Measurements.

1. Weight.

2. Height.

3: Circumference of the head horizontally,

immediately above the superciliary ridges.

4. Circumference of the neck on a level with

the pomum Adami.

5. Circumference of the chest on a line with

the mammae at the close of a forced expiration.

6. The same when the lungs aie fully dis-

tended.

7. Circumference immediately below the cris-

tal ilii.

8. Length of arm from acromion to external

condyle of humerus.

9. Length of forearm from external condyle of

humerus to extremity of radius.

10. Length of hand to extremity of middle

finger.

11. Length of leg from the perineum to the

sole of the foot.

12. Length of the foot.

13. Greatest circumferences of thigh, leg, arm

and forearm.

This examination will yield abundant infor-

mation on the nervous, circulatory, respiratory,

and secretory systems for the examiner for

military service or insurance. But even in their

fields the value of the measurements proposed

will be found of essential service. Certain pro-

portions of the human body are found to corres-

pond to the greatest vitality, and certain ones to

the greatest physical beauty. With these the

surgeon should make himself acquainted.

Artists have devoted a great deal of attention

to ascertaining exactly those outlines of the

human figure which satisfy the highest concep-

tions of the beautiful. The general rules of

drawing, the canons of taste as they are called,

are doubtless familiar to many readers, but

others will be glad to have them repeated in this

connection.

The unit of this scale is the length of the nose

measured vertically along its ala. Representing

this unit by the symbol x the artistic rules are :

4x = the length of the head measured from

the vertex to a line horizontal with the point of

the chin.

8x = the distance from the vertex to the level

of the axillse.

IQx = from the vertex to the level of the

perineum.

3La; = from the vertex to the sole of the foot'

or the total height.

8x = the breadth across the shoulders.

Gx = the length of the arm from the acromion

process to the humero ulnar articulation.

5x ass the length of the forearm to the wrist

joint.

= the length of the hand.

When the arms are fully extended the distance

from the extremity of the middle finger of one
hand to that of the other should exactly equal

the height.

When the arms hangs by the side the joint of

the wrist should be on a line with the perineum.

The above proportions, which are essentially

those deduced by Jean C-usin-, in 1685, from the

measurement of ancient statues, and which have

been sanctioned by some of the best anatomists

of our day,* apply most closely to figures about

five feet ten inches to six feet in height. In

shorter persons the total height is not eight but

about seven and a half times the length of the

head. This is the case with those celebrated

antiques, the Antinous, the Farnese Hercules,

the Laocoon, etc. Moreover as the height

depends rather on the distance below than above

the perineum, this is a frequent source of dis-

crepancies.

Again, it will be found by observation that

this scale diverges considerably from nature in

the case of children.! Their heads are larger in

proportion and their members longer than in

adults. I refer especially to children from eight

to fourteen years of age.
'

A more scientific scale is that of the learned

Dr. C. G. Carus, familiar to us all from " Carus 1

curve in the pelvis. This spiritnel anatomist

takes for what he calls his "organic model"' the

true vertebral column, from the atlas to the last

lumbar vertebra. One-third of this is his unit.

Representing this unit by the symbol x, once

more we have for the perfect form.

Lr = from vertex to a line drawn on a level

with the commissures of the mouth.

lx == length of sternum.

lx — from inferior extremity of sternum to

umbilicus.

ox = from superior extremity of sternum to

the perineum.

lx = from superior extremity of sternum to

the acromion.

* See Prof. J. Fau's excellent work, The Anatomy of

the External Forms of Man, edited by Robert Knox.

t The work of Dr. Schadow, entitled "Polyklet," pub-

lishpd about 1836, gives the proper proportions for the

different ages.
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lfx = length of arm.

l±x = length of forearm.

lx — length of hand,

ljx = length of foot.

And many other proportions which it is unne-

cessary to give.*

Taking either of these, since they really differ

very little, as the artist's ideal, some of the in-

teresting points for us to decide are, which race

of men, which sex, which age, and which class

in the community most nearly approach it? Is

it also the form for longest life and greatest

strength ?

This latter is an eminently practical question.

It has by some been already answered, and in

the negative. "The graceful shape and form of

perfect symmetry," says Dr. Jackson, as quoted

and endorsed by Dr. Koberts Bartholow,! "are

seldom connected with power, activity, and that

inexhaustible fund of endurance which supports

toils and fatigues with constancy and firmness."

This verdict will bear to be re-examined in the

light of more extensive statistical evidence. It

may arise from an impression that the ancient

athlete, who may be supposed to have been the

type of power and activity, was a brawny, thick-

set, heavy-boned bruiser. But such was by no
means the case. It is disproved by a study of

the antique. Moreover, the measurements of

Dr. Ulmer on the human subject show that the

real relation of parts on which the capacity for

physical labor depends, is that proportion which
the circumference of the chest on a line with the

mammaz (the pulmonary or so-called vital capa-

city) bears to the height and the weight.

%

It was a familiar fact in our late war, that

neither the very tall nor the very short men
stood the fatigues of field service well. And
it is not a common thing to see either extreme
in stature reach a very old age. The general

physical type which promises the longest life

has been the topic of anxious study by medical
officers of life insurance companies, and the ar-

ticles written upon it about a year since, by Dr.
John H. Griscom and Dr. J. V. C. Smith, of New
York, deserve honorable mention for their accu-

racy. Years of observation and the analysis of

* Symbolik der Menschlichen Gestalt, p. 55 etc.

1853.
Leipzig,

f The Formation, Discipline, and Economy of A-mies,
P. 22 in Bartholow's Manualfor Enlisting and Discharg-
ing Soldiers.

t I quote Dr. Ulmer at second hand from Dr. Pelig
man's valuaMe article, "Die Menschenracen," in the last
nu-nber of Perthes' Geographisches Jahrbuch, not being
able to find his own statements.

thousands of examinations can, however, alone
demonstrate which morphological proportions
promise most certainly that boon of long life,

which we all desire so earnestly, and yet so few
of us earnestly strive to attain.

As to the light which such a study could throw
upon the psychical peculiarities of man, and the
symbolism of his shape and each of its parts, all

who are familiar with the remarkable production
of Dr. Carus which I have referred to above, will

agree with me, that it presents one of the most
alluring fields of research in the whole realm of
knowledge. It is physiognomy applied to the
whole body; it is the glass through which we
see not darkly the imprint of the soul of man on
its house of flesh ; it is palmistry and soothsay-
ing, no longer the offspring of superstition

and deceit, but regenerated and adopted by sci-

ence.

The value to the anthropologist of these meas-
urements is now well knowrn, as the proportions

of the external forms of man are found to be not
less instructive, and in many poin*s more perma-
nent and more decisive, in an ethnological point
of view, than those of the bony skeleton. The
more important, therefore, is it, that some uni-

form, facile, yet thorough system of mensuration
be agreed upon.

These interesting questions which I have hint-

ed, and many others which will occur to the

thoughtful physician, could be solved, in whole
or in part, by the extensive adoption of the sys-

tem of measurements I have above proposed, or

one like it, among military, naval, and insurance
officers, ethnologists, and travellers, and by a
reduction and tabulation of the statistics thus
obtained. The latter would properly come within
the province of some national or endowed insti-

tution, but so long as there is none such, the edi-

tors of the Medical and 'Surgical Keporter
will willingly open their columns to the discussion

of the best means to preserve and make them
generally useful, and to fix upon a uniform sys-

tem of observations and reductions.

The quarters to which we could most confi-

dently look for efficient action in the matter
would be either the officers of the life insurance
companies, the American Medical Association, or

the Smithsonian Institution.

The annual course of private instruction

at the Burlington, Vermont Medical College has

commenced, with a large class of students in

attendance.
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Medical Societies.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEDICAL SOCIETY
OF HARFORD CO., MD.

Tbe regular quarterly meeting of this society

was held in Bel Air on Tuesday, November 10th.

Dr. Thomas C. Hopkins, the president occupied

the chair.

The Committee on the memorial to be addresse 1

to the Legislature of the State, asking for a

Charity Fund," to aid physicians in their

labors among the poor, consisting of Drs. Lea.

Magraw, and Forwood; with the concurrence

of Dr. Lee, Dr. Magraw not being present. The

memorial reads as follows:

" To the Honorable Legislature of Maryland.

"We, the undersigned practitioners of medi-

cine of Harford county, respectfully pray your

honorable body for the enactment of a law au-

thorizing the County Commissioners of this

County to levy annually a tax to provide a fund,

which may be known as the 1 Charity Fund/ to

be set apart for the payment of the regular phy-

sicians of the County such a per centage as the

Legislature may deem proper, for the professional

services we render the poor,—to those who are

unable to remunerate the physician. We leave

with you the arrangement of such details as may
be necessary to put the law. into practical opera-

tion
;
only suggesting that all accounts so pre-

sented should be accompanied by the oath of the

claimant, as proof of their correctness ; and

should not exceed in amount the rates usually

recognized by the majority of the physicians of

the County in their ordinary practice. Much
must be left discretionary with the commissioners,

who, in most cases, may be personally cognizant

of the facts, and thus qualified to render equita-

ble decisions.

" We do not consider that in making this appli-

cation we are asking for anything that it is not

clearly our right to claim. It is well known
that the medical profession, as a body, are harder

worked, mentally and physically, for the pay

they receive, than any other branch of business.

Their education is expensive; they are exposed

to the vicissitudes of the weather in the night as

well as in the day; and of necessity pass a large

part of their time in the atmosphere of malignant

diseases; but notwithstanding these hardships

and the slender pay, there are but few physi-

cians in active practice who do not annually dis-

pense more charity, in the form of professional

services, which constitutes their "stock in trade/'

than do nine-tenths of other members of the com-

munity who are more abundantly provided with

this world's goods.

"A vile outlaw, who commits a gross and

flagrant outrage, is furnished at the expense of

the county with legal counsel to defend him

from deserved punishment, while an honest poor

man, who may be stricken with disease, has* no

provision made for his relief; the physician must

contribute for his own means, or he is left to die.

"The aid we ask from you is for the benefit of

the afflicted poor,—we do not expect to receive

the one-half of our usual fees, but only sufficient

to assist, sustain, and encourage us in our works

of charity.

" All of which is respectfully submitted.''

Every member present signed the petition,

and the Committee was instructed to lay it before

every physician in the county, prior to the next

session of the Legislature.

The Binder.

The subject which had been previously an-

nounced for discussion at this meeting was the use

of thebinder as an application to parturient women.

Dr. Forwood said that he was sorry to observe

the absence of Dr. J. Sappingtox, of Darlington,

as he was probably the leading advocate in our

Society of the abandonment of the bandage; and

as he (Dr. S.) had practised this disuse for

several years, the explanation of his theory, and

the history of the results of his practice were

particularly desirable in the present discussion.

Dr. Forwood remarked that he had always

advised the application of the bandage in such

cases, in accordance with a time-honored custom,

but was by no means satisfied of its necessity
,

or utility, in the majority* of cases. In cases of

hemorrhage, however, or where there was an

indisposition to uterine contraction, the binder

certainly afforded us valuable assistance : and

the obstetrician would be highly censurable for

the omission of its use under such circumstances.

He had recently read in the proceedings of the

State Medical Society of Pa., a report from the

Montgomery County Medical Society, in which

it was remarked that "the abandonment of the

bandage in parturient women rapidly gains favor

with the profession in our society-." This brief

sentence comprises all that is said in the report

quoted, nnd leaves us as much, "in the dark" as

before.

Dr. Forwood had also noticed one or two arti-

cles on the abandonment of the bandage, within

the last year or two, in the Medical and Surgi-

cal Reporter, but believed that the literature on

the subject was extremely limited.



Jan. 2, 1869.] MEDICAL SOCIETIES.
5

He then read from Meigs' Obstetrics, where the

author forcibly impresses upon the attention of

the student the fixed rule that the application of

the bandage in every case of midwifery, is the

imperative duty of the obstetrician.

Dr. Forwood did not recommend the abandon-

ment of the binder, but thought that it might be

omitted in many cases without disadvantage to

the patient
;
indeed, as generally applied—above

I

the pelvis—it certainly did more harm than

good, frequently inducing that wretched malady,

which afflicts so many American women, prolap-

sus uteri.

Dr. Thomas C. Hopkins said that in his prac-

tice he had been indifferent as to the use of the

binder. He generally left it to the "old women"

to apply or dispense with its use at their option';

he not deeming it a matter of sufficient moment

to require specific directions. He added that his

preceptor, Dr. Allen, of Cecil Co., had disap-

proved of the indiscriminate use of the bandage,

that he had generally followed his precept. He
nevertheless agreed with Dr. Forwood that there

were cases in which the bandage was useful
;
but,

as usually applied, he regarded it as a bandage

to the thorax instead of the uterus.

Dr. John Evans said that he always directed

the bandage to be applied. He considered its

use in parturient women quite as necessary as in

tapping for abdominal dropsy. He believed that

the blood-vessels required support. He referred

to cases of fractured limbs where the patients

would sometimes faint upon the removal of the

bandages, caused, in his opinion, by the loss of

the accustomed pressure from the blood-vessels.

Dr. Silver inquired if any of the teachers in

the medical colleges, or other leading authority

recommended the disuse of the bandage.

Dr. Evans replied that so far as his informa-

tion upon the subject extended, all teachers and

writers of recognized authority, advised its use.

Dr. Silver added that he considered the appli-

cation of the bandage necessary in many cases,

and useless in others; but, as a precautionary

measure, he advised it in all cases. He thought

its use more particularly called for in country

practice than in the city; as country patients are

often so far distant as to incur the risk of dying

from haemorrhage before they could be reached

by the medical attendant.

Dr. Hays spoke of cases in which he was satis-

fied that prolapsus of the uterus had been pro-

duced by the mal-application of the bandage ; and

mentioned the case of a patient who had suffered

with prolapsus after each of several previous

confinements, in which she had worn a bandage,

who was completely cured after a subsequent

delivery by omitting its use, under his direction,

and remaining in bed a week longer than is

usual in such cases. He used the bandage where

haemorrhage was present, and in obstinate relax-

ation of the uterus, with the view to producing

contraction, but did not advise it as a general rule.

Dr. Lee thought it probable that the binder

might be dispensed with in many cases, provided

the patient could be kept perfectly still, and on the

back, for a considerable time ; but he believed

that a parturient woman, under certain circum-

stances, might instantly die, without haemor-

rhage, by suddenly turning from the back to the

side, for want of the support afforded by the

bandage.

Dr. Lee said that death from uterine haemor-

rhage was a much more rare occurrence than

medical teachers and writers have induced us to

believe. It is held up to the student at college

as one of the greatest <{ bug-bears" to be encoun-

tered in the practice of obstetrics; and all young

practitioners when called to their first cases of

midwifery, go forth with the terrible apprehen-

sion that they are doomed to witness a death from

licemorrhagus uteri! We soon begin to think that

our cases are exceptional—they do not die—and

after a few years experience Ve are forced to

the conclusion that death from uterine haemor-

rhage is an occurrence of extreme rarity.

The bandage, he regarded as necessary as a

support to the relaxed abdominal parietes, to the

blood-vessels, and through them to the nervous

system, as well as the comfort of the patient;

and with this view, more than the fear of haemor-

rhage, he had been in the habit of ordering its

application in all puerperal cases that came

under his care.

With reference to Dr. Lee's remark, that a

patient might die, without haemorrhage, if un-

supported by a binder, from simply turning upon

her side., Dr. Forwood said that such a case

would certainly be regarded as very extraordi-

nary, and could scarcely be attributed to the

want of a bandage.

Dr. Forwood added, that we should consider

parturition as a natural process, as well in the

human female as in the lower animals
; and it

was surely reasonable to presume that it could

be completed in the human species with entire

safety, without the interposition of any artificial

support. We have examples in the North Ameri-

can Indians, and in the African race, without

referring to lower animals. It is a fact well

known that the Indian women often bring forth

their children while travelling from one point
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to another with their tribe
; and as soon as

delivery is accomplished they arise, place the

infant upon their back, and continue their

journey without a binder. It is also a common
occurrence for African females to arise from

their beds on the day of delivery, and pursue

their usual avocations without detriment to their

health.

Dr. Forwood, therefore, in view of these

facts, looked upon the employment of the ban-

dage, and the nine or ten days confinement to

b?d, among the higher classes of the white

women of the present day, as the requirement of

an artificial condition superinduced by the

luxurious living, the immuniment from physical

labor, and the more general cultivation of the

mental faculties, attendant upon advanced civ-

ilization.

As no disposition to further discussion in this

channel appeared to be manifested, and as some

time was still at the disposal of the Society, Dr.

Forwood remarked that, with the approbation

of the members, he would like to introduce a

cognate subject, with the hope of getting the

opinions of those present.

He referred to

Ligation of the Funis.

He said that within a recent period it was
being agitated in some quarters, with plausible

reason, that the application of a ligature to the

umbilical cord of the new-born infant, cannot

only be dispensed with without danger, but with

positive benefit to the child.

This theory is new to the present generation,

but it is now attracting some attention, as before

remarked, and it is our duty as searchers after

truth to investigate and determine what claims
,

it may have upon our future practice.

Many of the best established doctrines of our .

profession at the present day, were once looked
(

upon by many of the leading physicians as wild

and pernicious theories.
}

The majority of the medical men to whom I

have mentioned the subject have rather abruptly
,

responded that they have practised the ligation
]

of the funis throughout their professional lives,
^

that it is a simple and easy operation, that it
,

satisfies the " old women," and they have never
(

observed any ill effects resulting from it. After
g

this oracular delivery, the interrogated party
f

rarely manifests any disposition to continue the
g

colloquy.
t

Dr. Forwood read the following passage from t

the report of the Montgomery County Medical
Society, before referred to

:
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"The division of the umbilical cord without

i ligation, has been practised by a number of our

• members, and is by them highly extolled. In

all the cases reported, the excision was made

while the umbilical arteries were still pulsating

with a loss of very little blood, not more than a

few drachms, hemorrhage ceasing in a few

minutes. In no case did bad effects follow this

practice, though one of the members, who was

fearful to risk his case without ligature, lost a

child by hemorrhage, after securing the cord, as

he thought, most perfectly."

This report is unfortunately wanting in all

the particulars that would entitle it to weight

with the profession. The names of the practi-

tioners, the details of the circumstances attend-

ing each case, and especially the member of cases

subjected to experiment, should be fully given.

It is to be hoped that our Montgomery County

friends will supply this omission at a future day.

Dr. Forwood then read several lengthy

extracts from an elaborate essay On Lif/ation of

the Funis, by A. F. A. King, M. D., of "Washing-

ton City, published in pamphlet form, 1867.

The author very properly premises by saying,

"'There is, perhaps, no manifestations in obstet-

rics, no operation in surgery, and no course of

treatment in medicine that has been more unr-

versally practised, in all ages and countries, and

by all authorities, than ligation of the umbilical

cord at child-birth ; and every one has believed

in the prosperity, utility, and necessity for the

operation."

lie then refers to the amount of moral courage

required by one who would attempt to shake the

foundation of such an ancient and universal

practice; but trusts to the future for verification

of the truth of his theory.

Dr. Fixxey spoke of having seen two cases in

which the cord was not tied ; and in those

cases no unfavorable results followed. He was

strongly inclined to the opinion that ligation was

unnecessary.

From the remarks made, it appeared that

nearly all the members designed testing the

practice in all cases where a favorable oppor-

tunity was presented; and if found satisfactory,

would exert their influence for correcting the

errors in the public mind in relation to the

subject. Time will be required for this purpose :

and in the meantime every professional devotee

should regard it as his personal duty to facilitate

the inquiry by imparting to his fellow-practi-

tioners his individual experience.

After the transaction of some executive busi-

ness, the Society adjourned,
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Editorial Department

Periscope,

Climates for the Infirm.

We find this subject considerably agitated in

our German exchanges. In our opinion, the first

step in the treatment of phthisis should consist

in placing the patient under favorable climatic

influences. "We have visited Florida and the

island of Madeira, and consider the latter pre-

ferable in some points, because the heat never

becomes so high as to produce debility, and there

are no malarious diseases prevalent.

Dr. Helfft, of Berlin, draws the following

conclusions in the Berliner Klinische WocJien-

schrift, No. 28, 1868.

1st, Those places are best.adapted for the resi-

dence of the infirm where the temperature is

moderately high, and of slight variableness from

hour to hour, day to day, or even in the course

of many months. At places where the tempera-

ture is lower, the variations between morning

and evening, and noon, are much smaller than

in the climates of the far south. Places near

the sea are less subject to sudden changes than

those far inland, as are also those in the north

which have the protection of mountains against

the cold north and northeast winds. Further-

more, we must consider how long the sun's heat

falls upon the surface
;

if, in consequence of the

position of mountains, the sun rises late or sets

early, the variations of temperature are generally

considerable.

Madeira, Venice, Malaga, and Cairo have a

pretty equable temperature. Rio t Nice, and Pau
are subject to great variations, often as much as

11—12° R. In Germany, Baden-Baden, Wies-

baden, Meran, and Botzen have an equable tem-

perature, and may be recommended as sojourn-

ing places for the winter months. At ££ curative

places/' the hours from, 10 A. M. to 3 P. M. are

called the "medicinal day;" and then the air

being well warmed by the sun, the patients are

permitted to walk out.

2d. Atmospheric moisture should be moderate.

This is beneficial to the respiratory mucous mem-
branes, and moderately moist air is far better

than very dry or very wet air. The amount of

rain does not influence the mean of the dew
point much, but it may act injuriously by pre-

venting out-door exercise for too long a period.

3d. The atmosphere should not be subject to

violent agitation, and those places are best which

PERISCOPE. 7

are protected by mountains from the sharper

winds.

4th. Sunny days should be of very frequent

occurrence.

5th. There should be agreeable scenery and

shady promenades to lure the patient.

6th. Proper amusements and occupations for

the mind, according to its culture, should be pro-

vided.

7th. Great preference must be given to those

places where for months the temperature re-

mains almost unchanged, and patients are, there-

fore, not compelled to undertake frequent voy-

ages in order to escape inclement seasons.

In this respect the island of Madeira takes pre-

cedence of all other curative places" {kurort)

which are at a distance. Patients may remain

there all the year, and during the summer need

only to go the mountains, where proper accom-

modations are provided.

8th. A change of climate is only to be advised

when the disease has not yet made great ad-

vances, the powers of the patient have not been

too much reduced, a febrile movement has not

set in, and when his circumstances are such that

he may be able to remain as long as may be

found necessary, and enjoy all comforts or ad-

vantages which money can procure. When pos-

sible, it is well that a beloved relative or friend

should accompany the patient.

While we were in Peru, a lay friend strongly

recommended, as a residence for consumptives,

the village Juja, (pronounced 7iuJia,) situated

among the Andes. He related some of those

miraculous cures which are usually only met

with by the non-medical observer, and stated

that the cost of living at Juja is very trifling.

A. A. H.

Kristeller's Method.

Herr Hildebrandt referred (Berliner Klin.

Woc7ienschrift, No. 27, 1868) to this method of

expressing the foetus, at a meeting of the Konigs-

berg Med. Society, April 14th, 1868.

He first resorted to it with great hesitation,

and in a case favorable for the trial it succeeded

so well as to astonish him. It was in the case of

a second pain, in transverse position, head on

left ilium, four extremities presenting. An as-

sistant had failed in an attempt to turn by the

feet. H. put back both feet, then the arms, caused

the head to present, by means of pressure from

without, then made one or two strong compres-
sures a la Kristeller, and saw, during the same,
the rapid and happy birth of a living child. Since

then he has tried the method in a number of cases,

and recommends it.



8 PERISCOPE. [Vol. XX.

A Medical Prophecy Fulfilled.

The Philadelphia Medical and Surgical Re-

porter, for January 9th, 1864, (Yol. xi. No. 2).

page 27, contains the following remarkable com-

munication from Dr. Sam'l W. Francis, of New
York, suggesting the invention of a new and

improved Introscope, which explains itself. The

date and substance of this communication be-

come important at this time, as scientific men
abroad are receiving praise in France and Eng-

land for inventions involving the same principle,

but only recently brought before the public, and

we feel only too happy to claim the idea as

American. Dr. Francis says—18G4:

"There is one additional statement which,
though what Terence would designate as

'homunculus,' I will venture to predict that it

may be seconded. It is to the following effect

—

that ere long so great improvement will be made
in the microscope, that, on stripping the body of
any person, and by artificially illuminating him
internally by electo-magnetism or otherwise, and
by looking through the countless multiplied lenses

of the improved microscope, the workings of his

organs may at once be studied, the complex
localities of the nervous system effectually un-
derstood, and a practical chart of normal and
abnormal differences easily perceived," etc., etc.

By referring to the "Reporter' 7 of Nov. 9th,

1867, Yol. xvii., No. 19, it will be seen that, in-

credible as it at first might appear, a Frenchman

of much ingenuity has already succeeded in

verifying Dr. Francis' prediction.

"M. Milliat, of Paris,- introduces into the
stomach glass tubes of small calibre, containing
two platinum wires, connected with the elec-

trodes of a powerful battery—the apparatus of
Middledorpf he prefers—and thus kindles an
intense light in the cavity. Tunifrs in the ab-
dominal walls can thus be demonstrated, indu-
rations and ulcerations detected; and indeed to

what extent diagnosis may not be facilitated, it

were premature to say."

In the New York Daily Times, of Nov. 22d,

1868, appears also the additional endorsement of

what Dr. Francis foretold nearly four years

ago, in the pages of this journal.

"The man who by accident had a gunshot
wound so healed as to leave an opening into his

abdomen, through which the operations of the
stomach and viscera could be observed, was justly
regarded by the 'medical faculty' (whoever they
may be,) as a valuable help in the study of phys-
iology. But if the English Dr. Richardson

succeeds in his new lamp, constructed to throw

light through human tissues and make visible

the interior, he will have conferred a still great-

er, because more generally attainable and useful,

boon upon science. Priestlt's work on 'Elec-

tricity' noticed the fact that the animal tissue

(of the finger) seemed luminous when electricity

was passed through it. From this hint, and
other similar phenomena of the tissues when
under the influence of bodies on the ethyl and
methyl series, Dr. Richardson has produced a
light which penetrates the delicate tissues .of

childhood. We hope the rest may follow."

Lateral Hermaphroditism.

In the Liverpool Medical and Surgical Re-

ports, October, 1867, (quoted by the Brit. Medical

Journal,) Dr. Rawdon describes a case of true

lateral hermaphroditism, in which a tolerably

developed vagina and uterus were present. In

the left broad ligament a Fallopian tube, a round

ligament, and apparently a parovarium were

found, but no trace of either testicle or ovary;

in the right broad ligament a Fallopian tube and

a distinct testicle, with an epididymis, and a vas

deferens, which was traceable on the side of the

uterus as far as the cervix, the junction between

the testicle and the epididymis being very feebly,

if at all developed. The conformation of the

pelvic cavity was between the male and female

types. It was alleged by the person that a par-

tial occurrence of the menstrual secretion took

place regularly. The case is of interest in its

bearings on the development of the genital ap-

paratus, and, from the co-existence of a Fallo-

pian tube and a vas deferens on the same side of

the body, it supports the view that these ducts

are developed from distinct embryonic struc-

tures, viz., from the Miillerian duct and the ex-

cretory duct of the Wolffian body.

Pertussis.

Oppolzer says
(
Wiener Med. Presse, 36, 1868),

narcotics and astringents appear to reduce the

duration of the disease about one-half.

Belladonna is probably the best, but simply

because of its narcotic action. Tannin acts well

in the third stage, or that of expectoration. In

the case of children one or two years old, he be-

gan with pulv. rad. belladonna, gr. 1-12 morning

and night, gradually increasing up to gr. or

gr. 1-, taking the pupil as a guide. Emetics are

only given when the bronchial tubes are filled

with masses of mucus. To those who were ar-

rived at years of discretion, he also gave sodee

bicarb. £ss, in a tumbler of sweetened water, a

mouthful to be swallowed just before an antici-

pated paroxysm, for diluting the phlegm. The

following also acts well the same part.

R. Coccionellfe, gr. v.—viij.

Potassas carbonatis, gr. x.

Aquas f. dest., f 3 ;j. M,

Sig. Give a tablespoonful every two hours.

Change of air is good, even if patient can be
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removed but a few miles. If this is not procura

ble, keep the patient in a room with an equable

temperature. For the resulting anemia use good

diet. Dr. Link's extract of meat is good. Medi-

cine may also be required.

In conclusion, it may be stated that, of late,

many French physicians recommend the exhala-

tions from lime which has been used in purifying

burning gas, or, better still, gazeol. Oppolzer

has, had no experience with these remedies.

A Royal Introductory.

Don Luiz I., of Portugal, opened the annual

course of the Medico Chirurgical School at Lis-

bon on the 5th of October.

He concluded an address in which he declared

his love for science, as follows

:

"As regards the students of this school, a suffi-

cient stimulant to their energies may be found

in the elevated social position of the greater por-

tion of their predecessors; the example of their

teachers, who regard a reputation for learning

as the greatest fame they can enjoy
;
and, finally,

the spirit of emulation which must be raised in

every elevated soul by the distribution of the

prizes, to-day, for distinguished talent, and for

the transmission of the splendor of the school."

—

(

Wiener Med. Presse, 45, 1868.)

Position in Sleeping.

It is an opinion among many that the position

of our bodies at night with reference to the

cardinal points has some influence on the health.

The following corroborative observations are by

Henry Kennedy, A. B., M.B., in the Dublin

Quarterly Journal of Medical Science, in an

essay on the Acute Aifections of Children.

" The last point in connection with my subject

which I would notice here is the position of the

patient. I know not whether I am addressing

any one who is familiar with this plan, but it is

one which I have for several years past put in

force, and often with very marked results. I

had read in some book that sleep was often pre-

vented from the position of the person not being

in the right direction, and that to ensure the

soundest sleep the head should lie to the north
;

and strange as this idea may at first sight appear,

it has more in it than might be supposed. There

are known to be great electrical currents always

coursing in one direction around the globe ; and

there can be little doubt, in my own mind there

is none, that our nervous systems are in some

mysterious way connected with this universal

agent, as it may be called, electricity. I am
probably addressing some who are quite con-

scious of peculiar feelings on the approach of a

thunder storm. I have known many such. At

any rate, whatever the explanation be, when I

read what I have stated the idea at once struck

me that it might be turned to account in the

treatment of disease, and very shortly afterwards

the following case occurred:—A young lady,

then about eleven years old, was seized with

measles in a severe form. There was very high

fever, restlessness, and raving, with a total

absence of sleep, and this state went on longer

than the natural course of the disorder seemed to

account for. In fact, the fever did not come

down with the decline of the eruption. An-

odynes were now given, but without any marked

benefit. I then thought of what I had read, and

directed that the patient's position should be

altered. She had been lying east and west, and

she was now put north and south, and with a

very striking result, as on the very first night she

got sleep
;
and though the fever, evidently like the

secondary fever of small pox, ran on some days

longer, she did not suffer again from loss of rest.

I must say, at the time this case occurred, I was

quite unprepared for the result, and set it down
more to chance than anything else. The fact,

however, was enough in itself to draw my atten-

tion to the subject, and since then I have often

put the same plan in force, and now cannot

doubt that it is very frequently successful—I say

frequently, for all are not equally susceptible.

Nor, indeed, can this be expected. It applies,

too, likewise to adults ; and my friend, Dr. Grim-

shaw, has seen it put in force in some cases of

fever in the Cork Street Hospital, and with

marked benefit. I may remark, however, that

it is not so striking in its effects on the poorer as

amongst the richer classes of society ; and this

seems to me just what might be expected, for it

connot be doubted that the nervous system in

the middle and upper ranks is always in a much
more sensitive state than with their poorer

brethren. Hence it is that in fever hospitals

sleeplessness is rare when compared with what

occurs amongst the higher classes. It is worth

noting that even in healthy persons sleep will

often be absent, or of a broken kind from the

cause of which I am speaking. It is very common
to hear people saying they can never sleep in a

strange bed. Now, though many causes may
conspire to this, I cannot doubt that amongst

these ought to be placed the one to which your

attention is being drawn. One of the latest

cases in which the means now brought forward

were used was that of a little girl I saw with

my friend, Dr. Denham, ^rithin the last month.

Dr. Wilson, of Coleraine Street, also saw the

case. It was one of severe gastric fever, with
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*he brain very much engaged, and, for a few-

days, the symptoms were very like those which

so often usher in hydrocephalus. In this case

two of the means here spoken of were adopted.

An anodyne poultice was applied to the abdomen,

and the child's position was altered, and with a

result which was very striking, for by the second

day all danger had passed away, and the very

first night of its adoption the child slept. I

mention this case because it was seen by others."

Cases Successfully Treated with Pepsine.

Since the introduction of Pepsine into ther-

apeutics by Dr. Corvisart and Mons. Bou-

dault, the chemist, this remedy has been gain-

ing steadily in the estimation of the medical pro-

fession. We have transcribed a few interesting

cases treated with it from the work of Dr. Cor-

visart on " Dyspepsia and Consumption," show-

ing its peculiar adaptability to many disorders of

the digestive functions.

Case 1. The first was communicated by Dr.

A. Longet, member of the Academy of medicine.

Typhoid Fever.—On the twenty-fourth day, the

patient cannot yet support any food, even the

lightest. The administration of Boudault's
pepsine in powders produces immediately easy

digestions. On suspending the remedy as a test,

the old symptoms reappear with violent pain in

the stomach and diarrhoea. The treatment is

continued for ten days, when the patient digests

without any help.—Miss *** 15 years, pupil of

the " Maison imperiale d'Ecouen," on the 24th

day of a serious typhoid affection although con-

valescent, was in an alarming state of debility,

because she could not support any food, not even

the lightest. I ordered her Boudault's pepsine

in powders. The first half dose which was ad-

ministered in tapioca broth acted so well, that a

second in the same conditions was given to the

patient three hours after the first, and was diges-

ted without fat'gue. The second day the same
result with three broths and a raw egg. The
third day the dose was intentionally omitted

from the first broth in the morning, and this

caused violent pains in the stomach and intestines

and a watery stool. The two others however,

which were administered the same day and con-

tained each half a dose of pepsine, resulted in a

complete and easy digestion. The fourth day of

the administration of pepsine the patient ate

soups and chicken. After this a more and more
substantial food couldfbe given, but every time

the dose was suppressed for a meal, the digestion

was more or less painful. This state lasted 10

days, when the digestion became normal. Dur-

ing this time there existed generally a decided

constipation, which however gave way under the

simplest remedies.

Case II. is reported by Dr. Bertiielot, of

Paris.

Miss B., complains of a heaviness in the sto-

mach and a very difficult digestion, especially of

the evening meal. This state which Hated back

a whole year, continuing notwithstanding a

varied medication, I prescribed for her one dose

of pepsine wine Boudault at each evening meal.

From this time on she digests much better ; as

soon as she stops these doses, and I have tried it

many times, she digests wTith more difficulty and

the epigastric pains reappear immediately. The

taking of pepsine always renders the digestion

painless and easy.

Case III. is communicated by Dr. Cahagxet,

of Napoleon-Vendee.

After a habitual dyspepsia of seven years, with

debilitated digestion and loss of strength, disease

which resists tonics, purgatives, narcotics, vege-

table charcoal and seltzer, and Vichy waters, a

serious endocarditis sets in. After curing this,

the dyspepsia increases; notwithstanding bitters,

Vichy waters, etc., no nourishment can be sup-

ported ; the patient becomes weaker and vomits

everything, even soups and beef tea. The syrup

of pepsine of Boudault is prescribed for eight

days; the digestion is good from the first day

and the alimentation is rendered more copious

and more substantial. Strength returns suffi-

ciently to allow walks in the garden.

Case IV. From Dr. Parisse, professor at the

"Ecole de medecine" of Lille.

Obstinate vomiting during pregnancy.—This

case was a young woman of a very weak consti-

tution, of irregular habit and subjected for a long

time to the use of ferruginous preparations, when

she became pregnant for the first time. At first

I only suspected her state of pregnancy. The

stomach troubles become so disquieting, that I

prescribed Boudault's pepsine in powders. She

used these for twelve or fifteen days. From the

very first day the digestion was better, her con-

dition continued to ameliorate, and soon she

could digest without this remedy. It is impor-

tant to state that pregnancy had arrived at the

fourth month
;
perhaps the change in the diges-

tion might be attributed to the modifications

which the uterus undergoes at this time. Still I

do not doubt that the remedy has been really

useful.
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Priority in Ligature of the Femoral Artery.

In a communication to the British Medical

Journal in June last, Mr. C. P. Maunder, P. R.

C. S., thus gracefully yields a palm to American

surgery. All honor to Mr. Maunder !

"Twelve months ago I proposed the applica-

tion of a ligature to the superficial femoral ar-

tery, to check acute inflammation of the limb

following wound of the knee-joint. The opera-

tion was performed with immediate and continu-

ous benefit, and the patient recovered. I need

scarcely say that at that time I believed the sug-

gestion to be original, and have only now been

undeceived by the perusal of a short paper upon

the subject in the American Journal of Medical

Science of April, 1868. It there appears that

the femoral artery was ligatured, first, for wound
of the knee-joint by H. U. Onderdonk, M. D., in

the year 1813, and occasionally since that date

also in America. It is a curious fact that no

surgeon has ever informed me that my sugges-

tion was not original; and it is still more strange

that the author of the Annus Medicus, 1867, pub-

lished in the Lancet, should have spoken of the

of the operation proposed by me ' as bold and

novel (italics are mine), and withal successful,

surgical proceedings of the year, we may men-

tion the ligature of the femoral artery in a case

of %cute traumatic inflammation of the knee-

joint on the principle of diminishing the arterial

supply of an inflamed part—-a principle suggest-

ed by Mr. Maunder, and now under much discus-

sion/ Still, with the evidence before me, it is

clear that I cannot claim priority in the sugges-

tion; and I hasten, by thus addressing you, to

give credit to whom credit is due."

Oleum Terebinthinse in Erysipelas Traumatica.

Professor Dr. Albert Lucre, of Berne, (Ber-

liner Kim. Wochenschrift, No. 45, 1868,) has ap-

plied the above-mentioned remedy with success.

We will only cite one of several cases reported.

Christian Oppliger was under treatment for com-

plicated fracture of the leg, and May 12th, 1868,

a small sequestrum was extracted. Evening,

May 13th, emesis, headache, bodily temperature
40° C. A very lively erysipelatous redness about

the wound, of the size of several hands, lym-

phatic glands of groin swollen and painful. Ap
plication of ol. terebinth.

Morning of the 19th. Temperature 38°6
;
ery-

sipelas somewhat paler. Evening, temperature

38. •

On the 15th, erysipelas gone, temperature nor-

mal.

Our author did not observe local irritation fol-

low the application of the oil ; the patient only

felt a slight, temporary burning sensation.

The method was tried with entire success in

about nine cases of traumatic erysipelas.

Vital Force.

The notion that a separate kind of force exists,

called vital force, which presides over the pro-

duction of organic substances, seems to be losing

ground. Many chemists assert that life would
not be necessary to produce any organic sub-

stances; and that they will all be ultimately

produced under physical conditions in the chemi-

cal laboratory. We gather, from a paper read

before the Royal institution of Great Britain, a

list of the following substances, generally of or-

ganic production, which have lately been syn-

thetically produced from their inorganic ele-

ments. Among these are urea, oxalic acid, for-

mic acid, acetic acid, olefiant gas, alcohol, suc-

cinic and tartaric acids, ammonia, prussic acid,

benzol, the aniline or coal-tar dyes, and, what is

one of the latest and strangest discoveries, the

odoriferous principle of new hay and the ton-

quin bean. Many of these substances are quite

complex, and they include substances that are

most distinctly organic. They are all crystalli-

zable. But thus far there has been no corres-

ponding success in artificially preparing organic

tissues. These seem to be in a closer relation

with life. Their development must be obtained,

if obtained at all, from matter in what Professor

Graham calls the "colloid" or gelatinous state.

Microscopic Fungi as the Cause of Contagion.

Dr. Ltssauer, of Dantzic, has made a number
of experiments with penicillium, and concludes

that fungus is not a cause of contagion, but is

an accidental presence.

He first found it in vaccine lymph
; then he

procured some from the surface of a cut lemon,

and with this he attempted to produce vaccina

in a calf, but without effect.

In contradiction to Hallier, he says: " I be-

lieve I have shown that we cannot advance pa-

thology by cultivating microscopic fungi from the

products of disease ; and that, moreover, the de-

tected and censured fungus cannot be regarded

as the contagium until we have succeeded in pro-

ducing the disease by art."

—

[Berl. Kl. Wochen-

schrift, No. 30, 1868.)

An invalid disturbed all the inmates of his

boarding-house recently by imitating a dog. When
asked why he did so, he said he had been ordered

by his physician to take port wine and bark.
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Reviews and Book Notices.

NOTES ON BOOKS.

Two more juvenile periodicals are on our table,

both new. The Young Folks' News, published

by Mr. A. Martien, in this city—insuring its

success from the start—is an illustrated weekly

paper for young people. We have received two

numbers, and they give fine promise for the

future. One thing our readers may be assured

of—the paper will contain nothing in the least

objectionable, a vital point in literature for the

young. "We would suggest that a column be

given to a simple, condensed summary of the

essential news of the day—not crowded into a

small space, and thereby rendered unreadable

and useless, as is too often done, but properly

displayed. Rev. Henry Reeves edits the pnper,

which is furnished at the low price of $1.00 per

annum.

Onward—Capt. Mayne Retd's new magazine,

announced recently, is now issued by Carlton,

New York. It is a handsome monthly, of nearly

one hundred pages, at $3.50 per annum. The
number before us is replete with articles of in-

terest and instruction. In a very well conceived

introductory letter, Capt. Reid says that On-

ward "is not meant to be a mere collect of idle

romances, but rather intended as a teacher."

Let it be so—and let not the editors of these

periodicals for youth forget that a very serious

responsibility rests upon them to produce a litera-

ture that shall have a lasting influence for good,

and not for evil. They will make impressions

that will last through the ages of eternity. This

is sacred clay: in handling it have a care that

your persons are clean, and your vestments

holy! The increase of juvenile literature is a

marked feature of the times, and we cannot for-

bear these words of caution.

Among the recent medical works from the

French press, one is by Dr. A. Fauvel, the

French delegate to the International Conference

which met at Constantinople. It is entitled

"Analysis of the Proceedings of the Interna-

tional Sanitary Conference at Constantinople.''

" Le Cholera, etiologie et prophylaxie, origine,

endemicite, transmissibilite," and discourses of

the propagation, hygienic measures, quarantine

measures, and general measures to take in the

East to prevent a new invasion of the cholera in

Europe.

Another is Br. St. Martin de Lapagne's

BOOK NOTICES. [Vol. XX.

"M£decine; Refutation of Dr. fitlCOBD's Doc-

trines," followed by rational principles and treat-

ment.

The Introductory Lecture to the students of

the medical 6cho(.l of Harvard University, by

Dr. Charles E. Buckingham, Professor of Ob-

stetrics and Medical Jurisprudence; and the

Introductory Address in the Miami Medical Col-

lege of Cincinnati, by Dr. E. B. Stevens, Pro-

fessor of Materia Medica and Therapeutics, are

both of them well written, and suitable to the

occasions.

"Moderate Drinking" is the subject of an

essay read before the Pennsylvania State Tem-

perance Convention at its last meeting, by Dr.

Sumner Stebbins, of Unionville, Pa. It is pub-

lished in the National Temperance Advocate, and

as exhibiting the evil effects, in a physiological

point of view, of the practice he reprobates, is

well worthy of perusal.

Dr. Henry Gibbons, of San Francisco, editor

of the Pacific Medical and Surgical Journal, is

the author of a prize essay entitled " Tobacco

and its Effects," showing that the use of the arti-

cle is a physical, mental, moral, and social evil.

The Board of Managers of the Tract Society of

the Methodist Episcopal Church offered for^he

best essay on this subject a prize of $250; there

were fifty competitors, and the Committee unani-

mously awarded the prize to Dr. Gibbons, who
has stated the arguments against tobacco clearly,

guardedly, and conclusively. It is published at

the Methodist Book Room, in this city.

In a review of Dr. Metz's "Anatomy and His-

tology of the Eye," in a St. Louis medical peri-

odical, the reviewer dwells severely on some

typographical errors in the Latin terms employed

in the book, and says the author borrowed too

literally from " Pitz 'Lehrbuch." He repeats

"Pitz" several times, always with the same

orthography. The reviewer's acquaintance with

his subject may be judged from the fact that no

such person as "Pitz" is known in medical

literature. He probably refers to Pilz, but was

not familiar with the correct orthography of the

name.

Typhus caused by Cast Iron Stoves.

E. Debasine mentions several cases of typhus,

whose origin he attributes to the use of coal in

cast iron stoves. He warns against their use,

particularly with coal ; and says that with this

there is always danger of coal poisoning, and of

typhus diseases.
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S. W. BUTLER, M. D., & D. Q. BRINTON, M. D., Editors.

Medical Society and Clinical Keports, Notes and
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence,

News, etc. etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fullysolicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

©3** To insure publication, articles must be practical,

brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

We particularly value tbe practical experience of coun-

try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfully belongs to the profession.

LATE CASES OP ALLEGED INSANITY.
The evidence in Meade's case has now been be-

fore the public for some time. It is another of

those instances wherein the sympathy of the

public is asked for a husband and a father im-

prisoned on pretence of insanity by his wife and

children—another case which furnished penny-a-

liners for the dailies and weeklies a text whereon

to talk of lettres de cachet
y
private madhouses,

and mercenary physicians.

Here was a man broken down by arduous ser-

vice, soured and embittered by disappointment

and indulgence in violent passion, confessedly

given to
<4

fits of ungovernable fury" for trifling

causes, carrying about three or four loaded revol-

vers, suspicious that his daughter, who had ten-

derly watched over him during a trying illness,

meant to poison him, threatening the life of his

family, and hanging about the dens of New York

to enlist "roughs" in order to murder his pros-

pective son-in-law; finally pronounced by Dr.

Brown-Sequard as suffering from an organic

disease of the brain: here was such a man

turned loose on the public, on his family and

his connections, because the judge, while seeing

proof of frenzy, of dangerous, wild, uncontrolled,

permanent passion, yet was not clear in his mind

that this was insanity. He had a definition of

insanity of his own, this judge had, so he tells

us, but, "though clear to him, he could not ex-

press it"!

!

Another case of a similar nature was not long

since before the courts in this city. This too

was a representative case. The evidence showed,

beyond tbe reach of a doubt, that the man enter-

tained delusions; that he believed that he had

been poisoned ; that his eldest son was a change-

ling; that his wife, whom the slightest breath of

suspicion has never reached, had been unfaith-

ful; that he possessed certain property to which
he had not the shadow of a title; that his wife

was a negress, etc. With scarcely a dollar at his

command, he projected enterprises that would
have required an outlay of hundreds of thous-

ands. His character also completely changed,

so that the once kind, quiet, affectionate father

and husband, became estranged from his family,

again and again heaping upon them insult

and injury. He became noisy, quarrelsome,

carrying about firearms, and threatening to use

them. He made a will so absurd that the court,

with all its leaning to his side, could not explain

it upon any theory of sanity. While under treat-

ment in the Pennsylvania General Hospital for a

broken leg, he became so turbulent as to disturb

the other patients, and had to be removed to some
other part of the house. How could any case of

insanity be clearer than this? What single in-

gredient of the disease was wanting? What
criterion or test of insanity, medical or legal, did

it fail to meet? If not insanity, what is it ?

Look on that picture, and' now on this. A
man, whom no one ever suspected of insanity,

learns that his wife had chosen to commit adul-

tery during his absence from home. He puts a

pistol in his pocket, travels a number of miles in

perfect coolness, to where he knew the adulterer

would be on a certain day, watches his opportu-

nity as his unsuspecting victim enters the room,

draws his weapon, takes deliberate aim, and
shoots him dead. An enlightened (?) and im-

partial ( ! ! )
jury, sworn to give a true verdict,

discover that just at the time of shooting, this

murderer was insane ! ! He is acquitted, and the

public clap their hands. Where was Judge Suth-

erland, with his clear but inexpressible defini-

tion of insanity at that time? With his reitera-

ted warning, " The instant you admit the idea of

uncontrollable passion, there is an end of jus-

tice.. The question was not whether the passion

was uncontrollable, but whether it was caused

by lunacy."

Unless the subject of insanity is to be made a

universal door of escape for criminals, and unless

the community is to be called upon to chronicle

many a disastrous stroke in social life, the defi-

nition and the decision of insanity must be left

with those who have made it the study of years,

and are familiar with it from daily practice.

The post surgeon at Fort Kandall, Dako-

tah, claims to have invented electro music, by

which one performer can play a brass band in

half a dozen different cities at once.
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Notes and Comments.

Loss of Life by Fire in Public Institutions.

A few weeks ago we had the sad details of the

loss of the lives of six or eight insane women,

by the conflagration of the Central Ohio Lunatic

Asylum at Columbus. The cause was a defec-

tine flue, through which Are was communicated

to the building. Not many months ago some-

thing of the same kind occurred at a Poor-house

in Western New York, accompanied also by loss

of life; and now we are told that quite recently,

one woman was suffocated, and two were badly

injured by a fire in the south ward of the Luna-

tic Asylum in Amhersburg, Canada. The build-

ing was saved.

There cannot be too great vigilance exercised

at this season of the year in our public institu-

tions, especially in Hospitals for the Insane and

in Prisons, where it is necessary to keep the in-

mates under lock and key, so that they have no

means of escape jn case of fire. The responsi-

bility of the officers of these institutions is very

great, and we urge them to see that their watch-

men are faithful in the discharge of their duties.

Preservation of Fresh Meats.

As a stimulus to inventors it is announced

that the Brazilian and Argentine republics each

offer a premium of $8000 in gold, to the intro-

ducer of the best system of preserving fresh

meats, in a manner adapted to their export on a

large scale. Mr. Edward F. Davidson, of New
York, Consul of the Argentine Republic, will

furnish information on the subject. Propesals

will be received till May 2d, 1869.

Liebig's Extract of Meat.

The establishment on the river Uruguay, South

America, for the manufacture of Liebig's Extract

of Meat, it is stated, has the largest kitchen in

the world. The building covers an area of

20,000 square feet, or nearly half an acre. In

one hall there are four meat cutters, which can
dispose of 200 bullocks each per hour. There

are twelve digestors, in which the meat is boiled

by steam. They can hold altogether 144,000

pounds of beef. About eighty oxen per hour are

actually slaughtered for this immense manu-
factory of meat extract.

[ Readers of the Reporter are invited to

send us copies of local Newspapers, and similar
publications, from all parts of the country, which
contain matters of interest to the profession. They
will be thankfully received, and acknowledged
under 11 Communications received.'']

Correspondence.

FOREIGN.

Paris, 1808.

Surgical Statistics.

Editors Medical and Surgical Reporter:

The statistics afforded by the catalogue of the

Washington Surgical Museum have already been

put into service, and compared with those col-

lected in the French and English armies at the

Crimea, and during the French campaigns in

Italy. The critical reviewer in the Archives de

Medecine has examined these statistics with a

view of ascertaining the relative successes of con-

servative and operative surgery. The immense

scale upon which the experiments in both have

been tried, would render the conclusions quite

authoritative, were it not that, in many cases,

the bad hygienic conditions in which the patients

were placed, introduced irregular complications

into the calculation of chances. On this ac-

count, as conceded by the French critic, the

American reports are the most valuable, since

their troops were infinitely better cared for,

their hospitals better organized, and the whole

medical service better conducted, than had ever

been the case, either in the Crimea or in Italy.

In comparing the results of operations and at-

tempts at conservation, several sources of error

need to be guarded against. For instance, it is

generally conceded at present, that primitive am-

putation is much more favorable than secondary,

and this last is only practised when the efforts

to save the limb have failed. Consequently, the

cases of mortality observed in secondary ampu-

tations should justly be placed to the account of

the conservative system. Again, it is extremely

important to separate amputations made a few

hours after the wound, and those made on the

third day. The differences in the chances of suc-

cess are immense, and always brightened when,

as of course is generally the case, inflammatory

phenomena have occurred before the operation.

Four classes should be made, including respec-

tively, amputations practised in the first twenty-

four hours; after the first day, but before the

development of inflammatory phenomena; after

inflammation has set in
;
finally, ulterior ampu-

tations.

In the American war, expectation in the treat-

ment of wounds of the foot was followed by a

mortality of 30.12 in 100; while after partial

amputations, the mortality rose to 62.90 in a

100. Secondary amputation produced 3.21 per
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cent, higher mortality than primitive. The Eng-

lish statistic is favorable, though in a less degree

than the French, to the preservation of the foot.

The Americans are quoted as having lost only

9,24 per cent, in consequence of partial ampu-

tations, and 13.43 after tibio-tarsal amputa-

tions—a result immensely superior to that of the

allied armies—but it is not stated how many
men were saved by the conservative system.

It is concluded, therefore, that amputation of

the foot should only be advocated as an extreme

measure, and in cases where the parts are disor-

ganized.

In wounds of the tibio-tarsal articulation, ex-

pectation (in the Crimea) gave a mortality of

49.91 per cent., but this is probably much too

favorable, inasmuch as a large number of the

men who recovered were not pensioned, and

therefore escaped without anchylosis, which is

almost equivalent to saying that the wound had

never penetrated into the interior of the articu-

lation. The English surgeous operated in six

cases out of eight, when the ankle-joint was

wounded, and of the two men treated by expec-

tation, one died.

The American statistic only bears upon resec-

tion, of which 18 cases were reported, including

12 recoveries and 6 deaths. The reviewer thinks

the Americans are unreasonable to call this re-

sult discouraging.

Amputations after wounds of the leg are even

more fatal than in the case of the foot, the mor-

tality being 70 per cent. Expectation was fol-

lowed by 26.61 deaths in a 100. These results

do not include fractures of the fibula alone,

where the mortality is only 18 per cent. Where
the nature of the wound necessitates amputation

of the thigh, the chances have been still more
against the patient ; in the Crimea, the mortality

was 90 per cent.

But in extremely grave fractures, that is, when
the fragments were numerous, the loss of bony
substance considerable, and burrows extended

to the articulation, the chances were so great

that the surgeon would be forced to finally have

recourse to secondary amputation, that the primi-

tive operation was found more successful than

attempts at preservation.

The English were less successful in such at-

tempts, even in fractures that were not extremely

grave. The mortality was 36.27 per cent., and

the mortality after amputations, though higher,

was inferior to that observed by the French sur-

geons, being 50 per cent. The Americans again

testify in favor of resection; the minimum mor-

tality by amputation is 26 per cent., while after

2

resections of the tibia it was 18.64, of the fibula

20, and of both bones 25.

After penetrating wounds of the knee, the

mortality was enormous at the Crimea, and
somewhat higher after expectation than when
the limb was at once sacrificed—91.36 per cent,

in the "first case, and 89.63 in the second. The

English hastened to operate as soon as possible,

finding that secondary operations of the thigh

after wounds of the knee, was very fatal. In

America also, ten per cent, more patients were

lost by expectation than operation, although the

mortality in both cases was less than at the Cri.

mea—73.23 per cent, for operative, and 83.76

per cent, for conservative practice.

In cases of wounds of the thigh, the mortality

after amputations has been frightful among the

French, whether at the Crimea or at Paris, and

amounts to 20 per cent, more than that resulting

from expectation. This latter gives 68.39 per

cent, of deaths, the former 91 per cent. But in

the English statistics, the mortality after expecta-

tion is mounted to 82 per cent., while that after

primitive amputation was only 62.14. Similar

results in America, where amputation loses 50.81

per cent, of the patients, expectation 63.42.

M. A.

DOMESTIC.

Female Physicians.

Editors Med. and Surg. Keporter:

In the current number of your journal I

notice the statement that an American lady, Miss

Mary C. Putnam, is engaged in the study of

medicine in Paris, and has been admitted to her

first medical examination. It may not be gen-

erally known that this lady is a graduate of the

Woman's Medical College in this city, and is an

intelligent, educated and accomplished physi-

cian.

She received her degree of Doctor of Medicine

at the annual commencement in the spring of

1864, when she presented as her thesis an elabo-

rate essay written in the Latin language, on
u Speculations concerning the function of the

Spleen/' She is residing abroad for the purpose

of further perfecting her medical education, and

especially to reap the benefit of that hospital

and clinical tuition, which is practically denied

to women in her own country.

That Miss Putnam, while a student of medi-

cine in this city, did not have hospital and clini-

cal facilities is no fault of hers, or of her alma

mater. The obstacles with which prejudice and

self-interest then strewed the path of women



i6 CORRESPONDENCE. [Vol. XX,

students of medicine were numerous, anfl almost

insuperable. Many have been removed ; and

though some still remain, may we not hope that

the time is not far distant when no medical stu-

dent, male or female, need set out for Paris, or

go elsewhere abroad, for the purpose of. adding

to or completing their education. "W.

Philadelphia, Nov. 22, 1868.

Maternal Impressions ?

Editors Medical and Surgical Reporter:

The numerous little articles in your journal of

late on this subject, have reminded me of an in-

cident that occurred not long ago in a neighbor-

ing county. Dr. M , a former pupil of mine,

was called to attend a German woman in her

confinement. It seems that during her preg-

nancy she had been startled in some way by a

colored man. From that time both her husband

and herself had entertained great fears, lest, as

a result of the fright, the offspring would in

some way be "marked." Nothing, however,

was said to the doctor on the subject until after

the delivery.

It so happened that the case was one of "face

presentation." After rather a severe labor, she

was delivered of a healthy looking infant; but

the face and head presented strongly the appear-

ance familiar , to all .obstetric physicians, when

such abnormal presentations occur. The mother

asked at once if the child was "all right." The

doctor replied, "yes,"—but at that instant a

howl of despair arose from the father, who had

caught sight of the congested and distorted face

of the child. That it was a "nigger" was mani-

fest ! And the uproar that arose in that house-

hold baffled for a long time all the doctor's inge-

nuity and slender acquirements in the German

tongue to overcome. The mother would not have

the child in bed with her, and the father would

never have such a monster grow up in his family!

Finally, with the help of a neighboring woman,
the doctor had the poor babe suitably cared for

;

and to prevent its being made way with after

the doctor left, the woman was instructed to

keep the child in her possession, night and day,

till its improved appearance satisfied the dis-

tressed parents that it was not of " the colored

persuasion."

Now, with all Christendom, and possibly all

heathendom, on the lookout for "marked chil-

dren," is it wonderful that astounding coinci-

dences should sometimes occur ?

Henry M. Lilly, M. D.

Fond du Lac, Wis., Nov. 6, 1868.

Antidotal Action of Opium and Belladonna.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reportkr:

In your judicious remarks, on druggists
T

mistakes, called forth by the late terrible occur-

rence in Philadelphia, of poisoning by atropia,

you say that the antagonism and antidotal effects

upon each other, of morphia and atropia, " are

so well known''' that the omission to administer

morphia in this unfortunate case is inexplicable

and inexcusable. A writer, following you in the

next issue of the Reporter, upon the subject of

"Belladonna and Opium Poisoning," takes the

same view of the antidotal properties of each, as

though the question of their antidotal action

was definitely settled.

I would ask, not in a spirit of caviling, but for

information, if the facts so far as elicited by the

experiments now being performed by eminent

physicians, do really determine beyond a doubt,

that one of these powerful drugs neutralizes the

effects of the other, in the manner and degree of

an antidote.

Dr. Geo. Harley, in his Gulstonian Lectures

[Brit. Med. Journal, April 11, 1868), draws the

conclusion, as the result of his experiments,

extended during the past year, upon man and the

lower animals, that opium and belladonna, admin-

istered either combined or separately, intensify

each other's action.

He also states, as the result of his experiments

upon man, this highly important fact (familiar,

perhaps, to your many readers,) that by the

administration of small doses of atropia previous

to giving opium or its alkaloids, we may obviate

the unpleasant effects, which in many cases

where the sedative, hypnotic effect of opium is

so very desirable, yet from an idiosyncrasy on

the part of the patient as to the effect of the

drug, we are unable to prescribe it. But he

found no antidotal effect, such as generally has

been ascribed to the action of these drugs upon

each other. On the contrary, while the primary

unpleasant effect of morphia was obviated, yet

its hypnotic effect was much greater when com-

bined or preceded by atropia, and the peculiar

action upon the sympathetic system of the latter

was much increased by morphia. Each seeming

to predispose the system to the effect of the

other, intensifying and prolonging their action.

Reasoning upon theoretical grounds alone, it

may seem plausible that these drugs should be-

antidotal, from the fact that one has a stimula-

ting, and the other a sedative action, upon the

sympathetic nerves which control the arterial

system. Yet, if Dr. Harley's experiments can
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be relied upon, and his conclusions accepted as

correct, and we have no reason to doubt them, it

seems that there is a point in the ultimate effects

of these drugs (probably in their action upon

the heart), where they act in concert to depress

vital action.

If then, Dr. Harley's opinions are correct,

are we not adding fuel to the fire when admin-

istering one of these drugs as antidote to the

other ? I have made the above remarks simply

for the purpose of eliciting information for guid-

ance in practice, having personally no experi-

mental knowledge of the subject. Opinions so

diametrically opposed, surely, for the benefit of

humanity and the guidance of the physician,

should be definitely settled beyond the peradven-

ture of a doubt ; and as your widely circulated

journal ever nobly strives to diffuse correct in-

formation, I hope in time this question will be

settled through the medium of its columns.

W. H. Sterling, M. D.

Burlington, N. Dec. 4, 1868.

[Dr. Harlet is by no means the first or the

only person who denies the antagonism of these

two drugs as toxical agents. Bouchardat,
Brown- Seqttard, and others, years since said
1 that death by opium takes place from the same
dose whether we employ belladonna or not/' To
counterbalance this proposition, which is defended

chiefly by the results of experiments on the

lower animals, numerous cases are on record

where poisonous doses of opium were successfully

combatted by the use of belladonna alone. So

long as this is the case, and so long as we know
that no analogy can be properly drawn between

the effects of poisons on brutes and on man, we
must still hold the opinion that in desperate

cases of intoxication by one of these drugs the

physician who neglects to use the other neglects

his duty.

—

Eds.]

News and Miscellany,

Death by a Spider.

Samuel Cady, of Webster, Iowa, was bitten

on the arm, about a month ago by a large black

spider, but was not conscious of injury until

about two weeks afterward, when the pain

became excruciating, and death occurred on the

11th. It is said that his illness resembled hydro-

phobia in its worst stages, and the persons attend-

ing him were in constant danger of being bitten

unless they approached him with great caution.

In his delirium be imagined himself to be an

immense spider, and was constantly raving

about his web, for such he imagined his bed to

be. So powerful was his madness that it required

the utmost exertions of several strong men to

hold him during his paroxysms.

Liability of Druggists.

An action was brought in the City Court of

Brooklyn recently, by Thomas "Webster, admin-

istrator of Matilda Webster deceased, against

Robert Kennedy, for damages resulting from

the death of plaintiff's wife, as alleged, by mal-

practice on the part of the defendant. Mr. Ken-

nedy is a druggist doing business in the vicinity

of Third Avenue and Seventeenth street, Gowa-

nus. Some time in October, 1867, Mrs. Webster,

who had been complaining of dumb ague for

some time, and deprived of her rest in conse-

quence, sent her daughter to Kennedy's store

for u something to make her sleep.
7

' Mr. Ken-

nedy sent her back with two grains of morphine

in one paper, and remarked, that if that did not

have the desired effect, nothing would. The

daughter administered the dose, and the result

was that the mother died next day. Medical

testimony was called to prove that an ordinary

dose of morphine was from one-sixth to one-

third of a grain for an adult, and that those who
had become used to it could take larger doses,

even as much as two grains. Mrs. Webster had

not been accustomed to take large doses. Dam-
ages were laid at five thousand dollars, all the

law allows, and as the defendant did not appear,

either personally or by counsel, an inquest was

taken before a jury, who found a verdict for the

full amount claimed in favor of plaintiff. The

defendant in this case has heretofore been twice

tried before the King's County Court of Sessions,

and the jury in both cases disagreed.

Whole-Meal Bread.

It is well known to chemists and physiologists

that the very finely bolted and white flour which

is so much sought after is far less nutritious than

what is termed middlings, or unbolted flour.

The most nutritious ingredients of the grain

—

the wheat phosphates and gluten—are removed

to obtain the desired whiteness. Dr. Henry
McCormic, an eminent physician of Belfast,

Ireland, in some interesting remarks on the sub-

ject, says: "What I want to see everywhere is

the preparation of whole-meal bread—bread in-

cluding the bran-phosphates, so all essential to

good bread and the nurture of our flesh and

bones. But I do not think that the working
classes, to whom it is so important, will ever

take to it fully until set the example by the

more instructed classes.
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Consumption Infectious.

Dr. Henry I. Bowditch, of Boston, says in

the Atlantic Monthly for January, a literary

magazine we have often taken occasion to com

mend:

"It was our fortune to attend a man slowly

dying of consumption, who, while hopelessly

ill, was devotedly cared for by his wife, who at

the time felt herself, and seemed to be, in per

feet health.

Years after her husband's death, and when

she was bravely battling against the disease,

which commenced its insidious attacks immedi-

ately subsequent to his death, she related to me
the following fact, but only on my definite inqui-

ries as to how intimate her relations had been

with him during his illnes. It seems that often

in wintry nights, that faithful woman would

arise from the side of her husband, who was

lying with his dress drenched with the chilling

sweat of increasing disease, and would persuade

him to take her warm clothing and to lie down

in the dry warm place she had just left, while,

simply throwing a blanket over it, she would

take the spot that had been previously occupied

by him! Upon our expressing a horror at the

thought of the danger she had run, and which

apparently had told with so much power upon

her, she quietly remarked that she knew at the

time the danger she was incurring. She had no

thought of danger to herself, and only of her

husband's comfort! "But," added she, "I then

got what I have never recovered from." A cer-

tain vitality seemed to go out of her; and though

her nature contended for many years against the

encroachments of the disease, she finally died,

always believing that she had taken consump-

tion from her husband, but with a certain

martyr-like joy that such had really been the

fact.

"We have now in our mind other and analo-

gous cases, as, for example, of husbands having

their first cough when "inhaling the breath of

their sick wives," while ministering to their ne-

cessities. We have known daughters and sisters,

who, full of apparent health and strength, when
consumption has seized a mother or sister, have

continued to sleep with the invalid, and to

breathe the same closed-up atmosphere at night,

and to watch all day without perhaps a moment
of healthful out-of-door exercise. And we have

been distressed to find not a few of such healthy

young persons gradually beginning to suffer

with indigestion, debility, and finally cough, and
all the symptoms of consumption. In some in-

stances, in fact, the attendant has died before the

life of the original patient has ended. These

facts are very significant; and although we are

well aware that, in some of them, other elements

of disease may have had their fatal influences,

still the cases have been full of suggestions as to

the necessities of greater precautions than we,

in this country, have usually taken in this mat-

ter."

Action for Malpractice.

We have to record another of those actions for

malpractice, which, prompted by the malignity

of enemies, not unfrequently await the best

qualified and most conscientious surgeons.

George Chase, of Bangor, Me., broke both

bones of his right leg, on Sept. 15th, 1866. The

fracture was oblique. Dr. Calvin Seavey, as-

sisted by his son, Dr. Henry H. Seavey, reduced

the bones, and attended upon him till the leg

was considered sufficiently strong to render fur-

ther professional aid unnecessary.

After the lapse of a year this action was

brought. The writ chafed the Doctor with

want of skill, attention, and care in reducing

the fracture, and treating the limb generally.

Determined to have an exhaustive investigation

of the facts, and the application of the highest

professional skill to test his treatment, from his

first view of the fractured limb till he ceased to

visit the patient, he called in the testimony of

Dr. Tewksbury, of Portland, Dr. Fuller, of

Bath, and Dr. Monroe, of Belfast, surgeons of

great learning and experience, with that of Dr.

Bradbury, of Oldtown.

Dr. Seavey, with his son, Dr. Henry H.

Seavey, with other persons acquainted with ma-

terial facts, testified as to the precise method of

reducing the broken bones, and securing them in

their natural positions, and as to his treatment of

the limb throughout.

Drs. Fuller, Monroe, Bradbury, and Tewks-

bury, testified that the whole process, from first

to last, was very skilfully and carefully per-

formed, and that they could detect no fault in it."

They also unanimously testified to the distin-

guished reputation of Dr. Seavey as a surgeon,

ranking him " among the first in the State."

When the testimony was concluded, the coun-

sel for the plaintiff, convinced of the groundless

nature of the prosecution, stopped the proceed-

ings, and a non-suit was entered on the record.

It was a felonious scheme to despoil Dr.

Seavey of his property, and rob him of his repu-

tation, which is dearer to him than wealth. It

deserves severe censure and punishment. It was
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apparent that the plaintiff, an infirm, weak, and

ignorant man, was used as the mere tool of some-

body having not the least interest in the suit,

or only as a pauper, having his settlement in,

and supported by the town of Eddington.

Personal's from Europe.

The once distinguished Dr. Hounau, Surgeon-

Major of the army under the First Napoleon,

died recently at Pau.—Another victim of death

is Dr. Griesinger, Professor in the Berlin Uni-

versity, celebrated for his admirable works on

clinical medicine.—Dr. Carl Engelman, the

oldest physician in Kreuznach, died in October,

from pneumonia brought on by exposure and

overwork in his practice.—Dr. Lubelski, of

Warsaw, is one of a number of Polish physi-

cians decorated with orders by the Czar of Rus-

sia for devoted services during the cholera epi-

demics of 1866 and 1867. Dr. L. is known in

medical literature by his researches on the treat-

ment of chorea by aspersions of ether in vapor.

—

The venerable Purkyne, Professor of Physiology

at Prague, lately celebrated his eighty-first birth-

day. The literary organ of the city took this

occasion to mildly hint that it was about time

for him to retire and rest. But the next day the

Professor was out in a note disclaiming any in-

tention to rest yet—much to the disappointment

of his friends.

The Evans Sanitary Collection.

Our distinguished fellow-countryman, Dr. Thos.

W. Evans, of Paris, has written the following

letter to Galignani, which is of general interest.

" I take great pleasure in informing all those

:
persons who are interested in the work of ameli-

|

orating the condition of the sick and wounded
I of armies, that I have reopened to public

inspection the private Sanitary Collection which
I had the honor of exhibiting in the Champ-de-

Mars during the summer of 186T, in connection

with the ' Societe des Secours aux Blesses.' The
ambulance and general hospital materiel has been

entirely reorganised, as well as considerably

increased, and I have added to the bibliographi-

cal section a large number of valuable books,

reports, monographs, diagrams, etc., connected

either directly or indirectly with sanitary sub-

jects. The collection has been placed in a

building specially constructed for the purpose,

at the corner of the Avenue de l'lmperatrice and
the Avenue Malakoff, and will be opened to the

public free every Thursday afternoon between
the hours of two and five o'clock.'"

Cure for Obesity on Chemical Principles.

Within the past few years, many individuals

whom nature or their habits has endowed with

an uncomfortable burden of polysarcia, or ping-

uitude, have carefully endeavored to follow the

rules for diet and habits prescribed by Banting,

in his work on corpulency, and a great portion of

these, after some months of sacrifice in the

pleasures of gastronomy, have abandoned the

task with the verdict "humbug." But if the

report of Dr. C. D. Gibb be true, those afflicted

with 11 embonpoint excessif
1

' may easily arrive at

the desired degree of attenuation by taking for a

considerable time very small doses of bromide of

ammonium, which, that medical gentleman has

assured us, will absorb fat and diminish the

weight of the human body with greater certainty

than any other remedy known. An article was

published in the London Lancet several years

ago, written by Dr. Gibb, extolling this new
preparation for the above named purpose. '

The Boston Journal of Chemistry says :

—

" For variety of topics discussed, and for in-

dustry displayed in collecting facts and cases,

what foreign journal compares with the Phila-

delphia Medical and Surgical Reporter? This

journal is filled with medical and surgical news,

and hardly anything occurring in the circle of

sciences, to which it is devoted, escapes its

notice.

"

Dr. Ellerslie Wallace of this city while
visiting a patient on Christmas day, left his car-

riage standing on Ninth street above Catherine.

During his absence a thief entered his carriage

and took possession of a box of valuable surgical

instruments.

Army and Navy News.

Navy ISTews.

List of changes, etc., in the Medical Depart-

ment of the Navy, during the week ending De-

cember 26th, 1868.

Surgeon Ed. Harlan, detached from the U. S.

Naval Academy on the 5th January, 1869.

Surgeon Edward Shippen, ordered to the
Naval Academy, January 5, 1869.

Surgeon Daniel Egbert, ordered to duty as

member of Naval Retiring Board, Philadelphia.

Surgeon George Maulsby, ordered to duty in
connection with the Naval Retiring Board,
Philadelphia.

Surgeon H. M. Wells, detached from the IT.

S. S. Shamokin and waiting orders.

Surgeon Jno. S. Kitchen, ordered to duty on

board the Receiving Ship, Ohio, Boston, Mass.
Surgeon A. A. Hoehling, ordered as Member

of Naval Retiring Board, Philadelphia, Pa.



20 NEWS AND MISCELLANY. [Vol. XX.

[Notio.es inserted in this column gratis, and are solicited
'from all parts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolu-
tions of Societies at ten cents per line, ten toords to the line.]

MARRIED.

Backus—Caldwell.—At Three Rivers, Mich., Dec 22,
t>v the Rev. J. A. R^bd ey, fl. W. Backus, M. D., and Miss
Mattie J. Caldwell, both of that city.

Cunningham—Reynolds.—Dec. 3, at the residence of
the bride's parent*, by Rev. Joseph Painter, D.D., as
si'ted by Rev. T. D. Ewing, Guv Cunningham, M. D., and
Miss Sallie D. Reynold?, all of Kittanning, Pa.

T>tok—Horxrs.— the 2o"th ult.. bv the Rev. William
Newton, at the residence of the bride's parents, D r

. Wal-
ter B. Dick and Mies Lizzie, daughter of Philip II. Hoencs,
Esq., both of this city.

Humphreys—Barnes —Dec. 16th, at Chr'st Church,
Springfield, by Bishop Manton Ea* burn, assisted bv the
Rev. Geo. H. McKnight, rector, George H. Humphreys,
M. D , of ^ew York, and Emily, daughter of Gen. James
Barnes, of Springfield, Mass.

Smith—Hawley—Dec. 10 h, at. the house of Mr. Rob-
ert Fulton, by Re<\ W. J. Ma^Oowr-ll, Er Hx T. Smith,
M.D .of Corinth, Vt... and Miss Elizabeth Hawley, daugh-
ter of Mr. James Hawley, of Newbury.

DIED.

Bishop.—In this city, on the 28th ul*.. Dr. William P.
B : shop, U. P. N.. Surgeon of the United States Naval
Hospital, Philadelphia.

Emanuel.—At Linwood. Dd wa-e no., Pa., Dec. 27th,
Louis M. Emanuel. M.D., in his 86ttt year, son of M.
Emanuel, M. D., of Lin wood.
Howe.—In Newburyport, Mass., Dec. 16th, of scarlet

fever, Pr int's Truman, youngest son nf Dr. P. A. and
Mary F. Howe, asred 4 years and 6 months.
Hunking—Dr. Benjamin Hunkmg, of Lancaster, N.

H., a nhysioian of sixty years' standing, and a prominent
man in the northern part of the State, died on the 21st
ult., at the age of 84.

Pa'voo art.—Surgeon Pancoast died in Washington on
the 15 ;h ult.

"He was a surgeon in the army when the wir broke
out, and was then made Medical Director of cavalry. He
performed many wonderful operations in Finley Hosptab
Washington. He was a nephew of Surgeon Pancoast of

Philadelphia, and only thirty years of age."

OBITUARY/.

The faculty of Berlin have met with a heavy loss in the
death of Professor Dr. Griesi.vger.

This eminent physician died of pelvic abscess, on the
26th of October, at the age of 51 years. The painful dis-

ease had originated from perforation of the appendix
vermiformis.

WORDS OF CHEER.

Dr. C. B. M„ Ind., writes :—
"I am taking four other medical journals, but I had

rather dispense with any or all of them than the Repor
ter. I look forward with a great deal of pleasure to the
arrival of each number."

Dr. G. F. J., Iowa, says :

" Although I have taken your valuable journal but one
year, I now consider it an indispensab'e article in my
practice, and would not be without it for threa times the
very low subscription price."

Dr. E. H., N. Y., says :

" I am delighted with the arrangement of the Compen-
dium. It is far better than Braithwaite, and seems to fill

the only unoccupied field in the medical literature of this
country."

Dr. J. A. T., N. Y. writes:
" The weeklv arrival of your journal is anxiously await-

ed, and I would not dispense with it for double irs price.
I consider it far superior to any other journal published
in this country."

Dr. T. G.. Pa. :

"Send Reporter and Compendium «« hitherto. Grate-
ful f>r your constant attention to professional want', and
wishing you great success in your good work, I am, etc."

Dr. J. K. B., Wis., enclosing subscription for the Re-
porter for 1869, says

:

" I find it one of ihe most interesting and instructive of
the journals of the day."

Dr. H. N, N. Y., inclosing subscription for Reporter,
Compendium, and Pocket Record, says:
" A? an old subscriber, I wish to say. that in the opin-

ion ot manv physicians of mv a r-qu lint^n^e, the Med.
and Surg. Reporter deservedly takes a hirh piac? among
our current medical literature, and that it is * ?rea.t fa-
vorite with the profe-sion of We?'ern N< w York. 1*9
contents are almost always of rare value, interest, and
importance, especially in a practical po ; nt of view, in
which it cannot be surpassed by any medical periodical.
It should be found on the table of every intelligent phy-
sician in the land."

Dr. H. A. S., Pa., writes as follows :

"Allow me to say that the Reportk stands high in this
region, and is just what every intelligent phy-;i M in needs,
if he expects to keep posted, and be successful in his
practice."

Dr. J. B L., Pa., says :

"I still continue to think vour publications amone the
best—if not the best—I get hold of, and that they more
than pay."

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Dislocation of Shoulder.

Dr. M. II. 7).—" I reduced a dislocation of the shoul ler
a few days ago, which has been dislocated three time^
prior to this, this being the fourth. Twice the head of
of the humerus was forced upward and backward: twiofe
the last times, thehead of the bone was in the axilla; both.
times (last two) it occurred by suddenly raising his arm.
Occupation a farmer. Is there no apparatus that could
be applied to his shoulder to prevent it from slipping
either way, especially downward. Tf so, how "should it be
made, and of what material, so that it may be worn with-
out any inconvenience. Please answer in your next
number."
E. J., of N. J.—Wilson's Ornithology, the edition you

wish costs about $35.

Dr. J. W. S., of 0.—The best work for coroners is prob-
ably Taylor's or Still's Medical Jurisprudence. A post
mortem case costs from $15.09 to $25.00.

Dr. J. F., of Pa.—The case of alleged snake swallowing
you refer to was investigated and pronounced wholly fal-

lacious at the Jefferson clinic. If we can get it, we shall
insert a full account of it in the Reporter.
Dr. R of —The Reporter for 1*69, and Compen-

dium for 186S and '69 will be $9. Send P.O. order or draft.

LouUville, Ohio.—A letter came from this post office,

end sing mo»>ey for a Pocket Record, but without sig-

nature. The Record has been sent to the postmaster.

Dr. T. J. K„ of Tenn.—Thomas on Diseases of Women
costs $6.00.

Dr B. M., of Iowa.—Your remittance of Oct. 21 was re
ceived and credited.

METEOROLOGY.

December,! 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20.

Wind

Weather----!

Depth. Rain--

W.
Clear-

N.W.
Clear-

N.E.
Cl'dy.
Snow
Rain,
lin.

~w7
Clear-

N. W.
Clear-

N. ! E.
?lear- Cl'dy.

Rain.

1 2-10

Thermometer.
Minimum—
At 8, A. M
At 12, M
At 3, P. M

10°

25
34
34
25.75

21°

34
38
38
33.50

24°
31
33
3^
30.25

28°

35
34
34
32.75

32°

41
42
42
3->.25

17°
27
29
28
2-5.25

23°

32
34
42
32.75

Barometer.
At 12, M 29.9

:

30. 29.6 29.3 30.2 29-9

Germantown, Pa. B. J. Leedom.



1

HEGEMAN'S GENUINE COD-LIVER OIL.
Our Cod-Liver Oil is warranted pure Newfoundland Oil. It has stood the test of twenty years' experience, and

e»n be relied on in every particular. Its superiority over that prepared on our own seashore is shown by the numer-
ous cures performed by it when the inferior oils had been tried without effect. We make no claim to any secret
mode of concentration or cold pressing, but warrant it pure 01. Morrhua of the U. S. P.

The most perfect Iron Tonic.

Hegeman's Ferrated Elixir of Bark, or Elixir of Calisaya Bark with Pyrophosphate
of Iron.

The FERRATED ELIXIR OF BARK is a pleasant cordial,.possessing the valuable properties of Calisaya.
Bark, deprived of its tannin and coloring matter, and contains eight grains of the Pyrophosphate op Iron in eaeh
fluid ounce; and in all cases where a mild and efficacious Iron Tonic is desired, will be found a most valuable pre-
paration. As a preventive to fever and ague, and as a tonic for patients recovering from fever or other sickness, it

cannot be surpassed.
Directions.—For an adult, a dessertspoonful to a table3poonful may be taken three times a day, before meals.

Children in proportion to their age.

Hegeman's Cordial Elixir of Calisaya Bark, (Peruvian Bark.)
The CALISAYA (or " King's Bark,") is the most valuable of the numerous varieties of the Peruvian Bark, and in

the Elixir is combined with other ingredients that increase its efficacy, and at the same time overcome the intensity
of its bitterness, rendering it a most agreeable cordial.

For persons living in Fever and Ague Districts, it will be found invaluable as a preventive—half a wine glass
taken night and morning, rendering the system muoh less subject to the unhealthy influence of the atmosphere.

Tae above preparations are sold by Druggists throughout the United States.
Sampled of the above preparations will be furnished on apptZcation,

575—600—eow.
HEGEMAN & CO., Chemists and Druggists, New York.

Particular attention is called to

the improved artificial Legs and

Arms; apparatus for Resection*

shortened legs, ununited fracture

apparatus for the variations of

D.W.KOLBE
Club-foot, bow-legs, knock-knees

weak ankle ; spinal supporter

apparatus for disease and injuries

of hip-joints.

No. 15 SOUTH NINTH STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA,
BRANCH OFFICE

:

CORNER OF FOURTH AND POPLAR STREETS, MACON, GA.

SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS, APPARATUS, Etc.

J. H. GEHRIG,
109 South Eighth Street, Philadelphia,

MANUFACTURER OF SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS,
Apparatus for Deformities, Splints, Bandages, etc., etc.,

in every variety.

Atomizers, Wales' Endoscope, Trusses, Ophthalmoscopes,
Laryngoscopes, of all kinds.

All goods warranted of the finest quality.

Refebs to—
THE PROFESSORS IN THE MEDICAL COLLEGES

OF PHILADELPHIA, and to the profession gen-
erally.

598-643.

ELECTRICITY
can be produced in different

qualities; a fact admitted by

the leading scientific men, and it is exemplified in Dr.

Jerome Kidder's LATEST IMPROVED

ELECTRO-MEDICAL APPARATUS.
The genuine bears the Patent Labels of 1860 and 1866 on
the machine itself.—Used in the Hospitals, and adopted
as the best by the Medical Profession.

Address DR. JEROME KIDDER,
592-643 544 Broadway, New York.

PENNSYLVANIA TRAINING SCHOOL FOR FEE-
ble minded children. For reports, and terms of admis-
tion. address, Isaac N. Kerlijt, M.D.,
548-5y9 Media, Pa.



THE ONE HUNDREDTH VOLUME.
OlST JANUARY 1st, 1869,

LITTELL'S LIVING AGE
WILL ENTER UPON ITS ONE HUNDREDTH VOLUME.

— —*

It has received the commendation of Judse St^ry, Chancellor Kent, President Adams, Historians Spark;
Prescott, Bancroft, and Ticknor, Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, and many others; and it admittedly "continues to
stand at the head of its class." It. is a work which commends itself to every one who has a taste tor the best litera-
ture of the Magazines and Reviews, or who cares to keep up with the events of the time.

It contains the best Reviews, Criticisms Tales, Fugitive Poetry, Scientific, Biographical, Historical, and
Political Information, gathered from the ennre body of English Periodical Literature, and forming

four handsome volumes every year, of immediate interest, and solid, permanent value.

It is issued every Saturday,
Giving Fifty-two numbers, and more than Three Thousand double-column octavo pages of reading matter

° Y KARL V .

EXTRACTS FKO JVI NOTICES.
Fromthe Chicago Daily Republican, 1867.

"Littell's Living Age is the oldest, and by far the

best concentration of choice periodical literature printed

in this country. It occupies afield filled by no other pe-

riodical; and its ample pag^s constitute a repertory of

the most admirably selected miscellany from the entire

range of the best home and foreign journals and maga-
zines. The subscriber to Littell finds himself in posses-

sion, 'at the end of the year, of four volumes of such

reading as can be obtained in no other form, and com-
prising selections from every department of science, art,

philosophy, and belles-lettres. Those who desire a tho-

rough compendium of all that is admirable and note-

worthy in literature will be spared the trouble of wading
through the sea of reviews and magazines published

abroad ; for they will find the essence of all compacted
and concentrated here/'

Trom the Illinois Slate Journal, 186<

.

"It has more real solid worth, more useful instruction,

than any similar publication we know of. The ablest

essays, the most entertaining stories, the fiuest poetry, of

the English language, are here gathered together."

From the Richmond Wliia, 1867.

"If a man were to read Littell's magazine regularly,

and read nothing else, he would be well informed on all

prominent subjects in the general field of human know-

* From the Pacific, San Francisco, 1868.^

"This magazine has gained a reputation for itself such

as has never been acquired for any other seleated nrscel-

lany in our country; and the reputation is a well de-

served one. We are surprised, every time we take up a

number of this work, at tbe amount of good reading that

we find in it. Its publication in weekly numbers gives to

it a great advantage over its montoly contemporaries, in

the spirit and freshness of its contents."

From the Mobile Advertiser and Register. 1867.
" Littell's Living Agr, although ostensibly the most

costly of our periodicals, is really one of the cheapest— <f

not the very cheapest—that can be had, whether the

quality or quantity of the literary matter furnished be
considered. It iteues fifty-two numbers a year—each
number containing as much as an ordinary monthly mag-
azine."

From the New York Tribune 1868.
" The selections always indicate a refined and catholic

taste, and a happy art of catering to the popular de-
mands, without lowering the standard of sound litera-

From the Examiner and Chronicle, New York, 18 :
8.

_

"Among the many periodicals of the time, dailies,

weeklies, monthlies, and quarterlies, there is one that,

for twenty-three years now, has delighted readers of
every kind and taste. Littell's Living Age bears a title

of iruth; it is a living compendium of the thoughts and
even s of this intensely living age. Interesting from the
first number, its long row of solid volumes presents a
cabinet of rare gems and precious stoues, of curious relics

and ingenious inventions, of useful ores a"d elaborate
manufactures,—of everything, indeed, to be found by pa-
tient industry, and selected by excellent judgment from
the realm of contemporaneous publications. The best of

English and American current periodical literatnre is

here condensed, and put into permanent accessible form.
History, biography, fiction, poetry, wit, fcience, politics,

criticism, art—what is not here? To take and preserve

the weekly numbers of The Living Age is to have a li-

From the late President of the United S'ates, John Quincy
|(

Adams.
' Of all the periodicals devoted to literature and £ oi-

ence, which abound in Europe and this country, The
Living Agk has appeared to me the most useful."

From Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, May, 1867.

"Were I, in view of all the competitors that ?ren f w
in the field, to choose, I should certainly choose Thk
Living Age. . . . Nor is there, in any library tb^t I
know of, so much instructive and entertaining reading in
the same number of volumes."

From the New York Times.
The taste, judgment, and wise tact displayed in the

selection of articles are a Hove all praise, because they
have never been equalled."

from the Springfield (Mass.) Republican.
"We can do those among our readers who love sound

and pure literature, no better service than by referring
them to this sterling weekly. It is decidedly the be~t
magazine of the class published in the United States, if
not in the world."

From the New York Independent.

"No one can read, from week to week, the selections
brought before him in Thk Living Agk, without becom-
ing conscious of a quickening of his own faculties, and
an enlargement of his mental horizon. Few private li-

braries, of course, can now secure the back volumes, sets
of which are limited and costly. But public libraries in
towns and village*, ought, if possible, to be furnished
witn such a treasury of good reading; and individuals
may begin as subscri bcrs for the new series, and thus keep
pace in future with the age in which they live."

From the Philadelphia Inquirer, 1867.

™. " ' Age cannot wither, nor custom sta'e, its infinite va-
riety.' On the contrary, it improves with time, pre-ent-
ing, as it does, from week to week, the latest and beet
thoughts of contemporary writers. A constant re.der rf
' Littell' is ever enjoying literary advantages obtainable
through no other source."

From the Cmgregalionalist and Recorder, Boston.
" For instructive, substantial articles, entertaining sto-

ries of the best class, choice poetry, and wise variety of
selections adapted to intelligent Christian fimilies, we
cert?ioly make no abatement in our recommendation of
Littell. No better present can be fjund than a subscrip-
tion receipt for tbe issues of tne coming year."

From the Philadelphia Press, March, 1*6$.

"The Living Age continues to stand at the head of its

cliss."

From the Round lable, New York, 1867.

"There is no other publication which gives its readers
so much of the best quality of the leading English maga-
zines and reviews."

From the Episcopalian, New York and Philadelphia, 186S.

"Each volume is a library in itself ; and the magazine
is the leading one of its cla^s."

From the Boston Journal, 1867.
"Amid the multiplicity ot productions claiming the

attention of readers, few give such solid satisfaction as
this periodical."

From the Christian Statesman, Philadelphia. 1S68.

"No single journal gives so perfect a reflection of the
mind of the present age."krary in process of substantial growth

PUBLISHED WEEKLY", AT $8.00 A YEAE, FREE OP POSTAGE.
An extra copy sent gratis to any one getting up a Club of Five New Subscribers.

For other Club Terms, Bend lor Circular. Address LITTELL «fe C5-A.Y,
612-615—618. 30 Bromfield Steeet, Boston
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Communications.

ON THE MICROSCOPIC MEANS OF DIS-

TINGUISHING THE STAINS OF UNDI-
LUTED from THOSE OF DILUTED BLOOD.

By Jos. G. Richardson, M. D.,

Of Philadelphia.

Many of your readers are doubtless aware that

during the recent trial of George S. Twitchell for

the murder of his mother-in-law, an effort was

made, on the part of the defendant's counsel, to

explain the occurrence of certain spots of blood

by evidence to the effect that they might have

been caused by splashing of bloody water upon

the clothing of the accused while he was occu-

pied in bathing the head of the corpse. In this

instance, the testimony of the skilful expert who
first examined the stains was so direct and com-

plete that no further proof on this point was re-

quired, but as cases may at any time occur when
diagnosis between undiluted and diluted blood

constitutes a link in the chain of evidence, the

following method of distinction seems worthy of

attention.

Although denied by some physiologists, few

microscopists of the present day, accustomed to

the examination of human blood, are ignorant

that upon its white corpuscles water has a pow-

erful and almost immediate action, causing them

to swell up to twice or three times their usual

size, and finally, in many cases, to burst, dis-

charging a portion of their contents. These

phenomena are mentioned by Virchow in his

Cellular Pathology, p. 181, and their minute

investigation forms the basis of an article of my
own, about to appear in the forthcoming volume

of the Pennsylvania Hospital Reports for the

current year, the observations connected with

which led me to the following method of deter-

mining the point at issue.

It is obvious that by employing a weak syrup,

or, preferably, a mixture of glycerine and water,

having the same specific gravity as the serum

(1028), we may wash cut the constituents of the

blood from any fabrics upon which a stain has

been made, without danger of distending or rup-

turing, by endosmosis, the white corpuscles ; and

it occurred to me that there was little doubt that

careful observation, with a high power in a fluid

thus obtained, would secure the detection of un-

changed white corpuscles, did they exist. In

order to test the truth of this surmise, after nu-

merous preliminary experiments, I macerated in

such a solution as above referred to, threads from

a piece of muslin (upon which I had splashed

some drops of blood from my finger the
4 day

before,) until the fluid acquired a red color; a

portion of this liquid was then placed on a slide,

covered with thin glass, and examined under a
1-25 inch objective. Numerous white blood cor-

puscles were readily detected, having their char-

acteristic granular appearance, and occasionally

exhibiting that sharply defined tuberculated sur-

face, found with about equal infrequency among
the white cells of recently drawn blood. On
cautiously adding water at the edge of the thin

glass, the corpuscles were seen to swell up (al-

though less promptly or fully than in fresh

blood) and nuclei, varying from one to three in

number, were brought into view. In subsequent

experiments, these corpuscles were rendered so

distinct as to be quite unmistakable, by the ac-

tion of acetic acid, and by coloring their nuclei

with aniline solution.

Of course, in solving this problem, negative

evidence, as in all other cases, can have but little

value in comparison with positive, and the failure

to detect unaltered white blood corpuscles must

not be regarded as proof that a particular stain

was the product of mingled blood and water;

but, on the contrary, the discovery in the fluid

from a blood stain (treated as above directed)

of numerous rounded and oval corpuscles about

1-3000 of an inch in diameter, granular to a

greater or less degree, and which swell up, ex-

hibiting one, two, or three nuclei, on the free

exhibition of water, would, in my opinion, justify

the microscopist in affirming that the spot had

been caused by undiluted or but slightly diluted

blood; and so slender is at times the clue which

21
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a mysterious Providence seems always to provide

for the detection of the murderer and assassin,

that even this fact, so insignificant in itself,

may occasionally become of vital importance in

securing justice for some innocent person wrong-

fully accused, or in vindicating the majesty of

the law upon the guilty criminal.

USEFUL MODIFICATION of THE UTERINE
DRESSING FORCEP.

By J. G. Allen, M. D.,

Of Philadelphia.

[We have obtained from Dr. Allen the follow-

ing description of his new and useful modifica-

tion of these forceps.

—

Eds.]

This little modification of the well known

uterine dressing forceps, illustrated by Fig. 1,

suggested itself to me five or six years ago, as a

means of avoiding the difficulties and annoyances

so often recurring in making applications to the

mucous membrane lining the cavity of the uterus.

The instrument is made rather longer, and in

every respect lighter and more delicate than the

common uterine forceps designed for use through

the speculum. The clamp end is slightly curved

Where the design of the surgeon extends no

further than to cauterize the os and cavity of the

neck of the uterus, or where the internal os is

exceedingly open and patulous, the ordinary

straight forceps are often all that is requisite

—

even a good quill as caustic holder might per-

haps do till the parts began to regain something

of their natural tone.

But even where the uterus is found in this

sluggish, open and patulous condition, it very

frequently happens that the stimulus of the

caustic within the uterus causes a very evident

contraction of the organ—quite sufficient to snap

off a brittle stick of nitrate of silver—so that

when the instrument is withdrawn, the surgeon

(if inexperienced) is frightened about the por-

tion left behind.

It is evident that with the provocation of a

contraction sufficient to break a stick of nitrate,

the internal os is likely to be quite tightly closed.

Then ensues a " uterine colic,*' which is an actual

labor on the part of the uterus—an effort to

expel its irritating contents. Large portions of

nitrate of silver, thus left in the uterus, (except

for the colicky pain it occasions,) will do no

actual injury to the organ, as it quickly becomes

quite completely enveloped by portions of the

Fig. 1.

—to an extent rather less than the average cur-

vature of the womb sound, and is excavated, so

as to hold small fragments of whatever agent it

may be desired to carry into the uterus.

When the instrument is closed, it completely

encases and conceals its contents; even liquid

substances, such as tinct. iodine or carbolic acid,

may be thus used. The point of the instrument

is carefully rounded, and made rather blunt.

Thus made, it will pass into the uterus as readily

as a womb-sound.

It is evident that the instrument thus modi-

fied, will still perform quite as well as ever, all

the functions of the common straight uterine

forceps. There is no difficulty in grasping with

it an ordinary stick of caustic, or seizing frag-

ments of cloth or spunge for cleansing the os.

It has now been for several years exclusively

used by several of my professional friends in

Philadelphia.

decomposed nitrate, in combination with tough

mucus excretions from the uterus, so that its

caustic effects are never excessive there; but after

some time it is sure to be expelled or slip into

the vagina, where very ugly and annoying exco-

riations may ensue.

I have often resorted to a very neat little arti-

fice to extract a portion of nitrate thus acci-

dentally left in the cavity of the uterus. Ail

that is necessary to accomplish this, is to in-

troduce the clamp end of the uterine forceps,

(any pattern will do,) just barely within the in-

ternal os; force it open in this position, about

the one-eighth of an inch, and retain it thus for

a few moments. There will always be enough

contractile action to force a portion of a stick of

,
nitrate down into the grasp of the instrument, so

j

that upon closing and withdrawing it, the por-

i
tion sought after will be brought away. So

I often have I successfully tried this expedient.

4
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that I cannot conceive of there ever arising a

necessity for resorting to the trouble and parade

of using a galvanic battery to prevent uterine

colic, as has been suggested by a German author,

whose article appears in the present number of

" The Reporter."

But this instrument is of still greater utility

in that very large class of cases where the mu-

cous surface of the uterine cavity needs a caustic

application, as well as the external os and the

cavity of the neck, and where yet the internal os

is not sufficiently open to permit the passage

through it of a stick of solid nitrate, or more

frequently perhaps, is stimulated to contract and

close tightly as soon as the caustic comes in con-

tact with the external os or the lower portions of

the cavity of the neck. In such cases no stimu-

lating application can pass the internal os at all,

or at least not without doing it actual violence.

In many of these cases the cavity of the neck

and the external os are subjected ti too much

cauterization, and they will frequently abso-

lutely refuse to heal until the cavity of the or-

gan is simultaneously treated.

In such cases a few fragments of the crystal-

lized nitrate may be entirely enclosed in the

scooped portion of this modified instrument, and

may then be carried past the internal os with as

much facility as if the surgeon were but intro-

ducing a uterine sound.

The contents are thus easily deposited within

the uterine cavity, or the instrument may be re-

tained there a few moments, slightly forced open,

and whatever has been carried in, dissolves out.

The extent of the application may be exactly

graded by merely regulating the amount placed

in the instrument. Uterine colic almost never

occurs. The instrument will not hold sufficient

material to endanger excoriations of the vagina.

The only instance in which I have ever resort

ed to the application of galvanism directly to the

uterus, was in a case of epilepsy of long standing,

and which was evidently in some measure con-

nected with uterine disturbance. The os was

exposed by means of an ordinary cylindrical

glass speculum, and an ordinary womb sound

passed into the uterus. The handle of the soun

was attached to one pole of a magneto-electric

machine, and the other pole held in the patient'

hand. The duration of the application was about

two or three minutes. The current was gentle

and the operation repeated about three times a

month, being avoided about the catamenial peri

ods. The redness of the granulation about the

os uteri would always diminish upon the appli-

cation of the current. A glass speculum was

mostly used to insure perfect insulation of the

sound up to the point of its contact with the

uterus, though wrapping the external portions of

the sound with fragments of cloth or paper, to

prevent direct contact with a metallic speculum,

answered equally well.

I am quite sure that the galvanic current was

beneficial to this patient, though satisfactory in-

ferences can scarcely be safely drawn from but

one such case, and the more especially in this

instance, as I used it in conjunction with occa-

sional applications of nitrate of silver, and ad-

ministered the bromides. The latter, however,

thad been a long time tried without anything but

partial relief, before resorting to direct treatment

of the uterus. This patient was a married lady,

near forty years of age, had borne several child-

ren, and had begun to manifest powerful evi-

dences of silliness and imbecility, which, under

this treatment, have entirely disappeared, and

though the patient is not absolutely cured, many
months often now elapse without an attack, and

they are usually much lighter than formerly.

ATOMIZED MEDICATION FOR ASTHMA.

By M. F. Basset, M. D.,

Of Quincy, 111.

The inquiry of J. G. F., of Texas, and your

reply thereto in No. 610 Reporter, induce me

to contribute a few observations relative to asthma

and its treatment. It is not necessary to discuss

the causes, symptoms, remedies, and usual modes

of treatment, as they are or should be familiar to

your professional readers. Another fact is also

well known to those who have had much ex-

perience in the treatment of asthmatic patients

—

idiopathic asthma is never cured and seldom

materially alleviated by any of the remedies of

our best authorities, and even a " foreign

climate," or change of residence, is but a pallia-

tive, and in a majority of cases is an impossible

measure.

Some experiments which I have recently made

in the treatment ©f this distressing malady, by

means of the atomizer and the inhalation of

medicated spray, have been so satisfactory to

me and my patients, that I feel justified in asking

the attention of the profession to this plan of

treatment.

The hand atomizer of any manufacture, thai

throws a continuous and copious jet of spray,

answers every purpose, and is more convenient in

general practice than the more complicated and

cumbersome "nephogene." With these instru-

ments, as is generally known, any liquid or
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medicinal substance in solution, can be applied

directly to all parts of the air passages or respira-

tory organs. Various medical agents by this

method are appropriate to asthma, but I have

gained the best results from a combination of

antispasmodics and expectorants. In the four

cases which I subjoin, the following formula was

employed

:

R. Ext. hyosciami, fl.

" lobeliae, fl. aa f.sfj.

Aquae dest. f.ifj. M.
Case 1st. A merchant, ast. 40, has suffered

from childhood more or less—the past six years

a great deal, seldom being able to lie in bed
all night, especially in autumn. Was called

to him at night of August 15th, '68. Found him
in an unusually severe paroxysm and nearly un
conscious from the effects of chloroform inhala-

tion, having used four ounces of this anesthetic

during the day and evening, with only slight and
transient relief. The spray gave him perceptible

relief in ten minutes. Leaving the atomizer
with directions to use it for four or five minutes
at a time every hour, or oftener if necessary, I

returned next day to find my patient breathing
easily, looking comfortable and feeling greatly

refreshed from eight hours' sleep that he had
enjoyed in the morning. The spray was con-

tinued at intervals for the next three days and
no other medication employed, except a cathartic

at my second visit. No more sleep was lost nor
distress endured, and when I discontinued the
treatment he informed me that the last three
days and nights had been passed more comfort-
ably than the same length of time during the
last six years. Have not seen the case or had
any further report since.

Case 2d. A young man of about 25 years of
age came into my office August 20th laboring
under so severe an attack that he had walked
three blocks with the greatest difficulty and
could not speak for several moments. His
respiration, cyanosed and distressed expression,
gave a correct knowledge of his affection, and as
soon as he was seated, without waiting for him
to tell his story, I commenced to give him the
spray. In less time than it requires to write it,

he began to inspire easier and in half an hour
was breathing and talking with ease. He in-

formed me that he was a stranger, bound west to
find a place where he could be exempt from the
suffering he had endured on the sea shore from
his childhood—that he had been detained here
for a week on account of the present attack and
that the night previous one of our most ex-
perienced medical men had been with him fori

several hours making fruitless efforts to relieve

him. He came to my office morning and evening

for several days and used the spray for an hour

at intervals, suffering but little by night or day

and then went on his way rejoicing.

Case Zd. An old gentleman about GO years of

age, whom I have known as an asthmatic for

several years, living on a farm three miles from

town, despatched a messenger for me in haste late

in the evening of August 24th. I found him in

a frightful paroxysm, with all the symptoms of

extreme distress and suffering. As speedily as

possible the spray was administered, and in half

an hour he fell into a quiet and refreshing sleep,

for the first time in nearly a week. I left him a

chologogue cathartic with directions for him to

take it when he should awake, also the atomizer

and directions for its use. The next evening

found him comfortable with the gratifying report

that he had slept and rested quite comfortably,

and had had no distressing paroxysm since the

previous visit. Prescribed five grains of quinine

to be taken every morning, and half a grain of

podophyllin every evening, and to continue the

spray at intervals for four days and then to

report at my office. At the appointed time a

neighbor returned the atomizer with the report

that the old gentleman was perfectly relieved and

at work as usual. I have seen the patient sev-

eral times since, and he informs me he has been

entirely free from asthma ever since, now nearly

three months, and that he sleeps comfortably

upon a feather bed.

Case 4th. A prominent citizen of this place,

about 50 years of age, who has suffered more

from asthma and obtained less benefit from the

usual treatment, for the past eight years that I

have been acquainted with him, than any other

asthmatic I ever knew, called me Sept. 17th on

account of an unusually severe paroxysm. The

spray relieved him promptly, and instead of

being confined to the house for several days aa

always heretofore with similar attacks, the next

day he was able to go to his office and attend to

ordinary business. He used the spray for sev-

eral days occasionally, and experienced great

benefit from it, and says nothing else has ever

given him such prompt and decided relief, and

thinks it has permanently improved his condition,

as he has since been exempt from a severe

paroxysm. He formerly lived in one of the

Eastern States, where he had suffered so much
from this complaint that he came West hoping to

find relief from change of climate. The change

benefited him for a time but not permanently.

Since residing here, in addition to your cor-
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respondent, several of our most experienced

physicians have exhausted their skill upon him

in vain. He smoked arsenic and saltpetre,

inhaled chloroform and ether to an alarming

extent, taken anodynes and stimulants, had hypo-

dermic injections in great number and varieties,

used every nostrum and measure ever conceived

of for this malady, and never found even a

reliable palliative till the spray was resorted to.

I believe that a few months hence this case will

afford still stronger evidence of the efficiency of

the new plan of treatment.

YELLOW FEVER IN PERU.

By J. P. Brolasky, M.D.

Having resided many years in Peru, upon
my return, I have been requested to give what
small experience I may have had, during the late

epidemic of yellow fever which resulted in the

loss of many thousands of lives, both in Lima the

capital and Callao the principal seaport town.

Since the years 1853, 4 and 6, Peru has been

remarkably exempt, (although lying in 12° south

lat.) from most of the pestilential fevers and

epidemics which one naturally supposes to be in-

digenous to all cities and towns in the tropics,

especially when the utter want of cleanliness,

and total disregard of municipal laws relative to

the hygiene of the cities be taken in considera-

tion. A great deal no doubt of the healthfulness

of the cities above named may be attributed to

the absence of rain (although the dews are at

seasons very heavy) allowing the offal which is

universally thrown into the public thoroughfares,

drains, etc., to become in a very few hours so

desiccated that there is but very little effluvia to

arise from it.

In fact during the late epidemic we had less

dew and moisture from fogs, etc., than I have

experienced for the eight years previous ; and the

disease certainly was not imported from Panama
or Guayaquil, it extended as as far south as

Iquique, entirely passing over some parts, where
there was every reason to suppose that an epi-

demic would be certain to lay claim to hundreds

of victim", and attacking others, that were con-.*

sidered thoroughly healthy, and almost decimat-

ing the population.

For a long time some two or three months the

Anglo-saxon race seemed to be exempt, the dis-

ease attacking the Chilenos, Italians aud German
residents, but at last, no nationality, habits of

life, or business, exempted one from its influence
;

in some cases the disease marching so rapidly

that but a few hours from the first symptoms (at

least such as came under the eye of the practi-

tioner) to its fatal termination would elapse.

Toward the latter portion of April, 1868, the

epidemic became more typhoid in its character,

and consequently more fatal,—delirium setting

in on the third day, suppression of urine, haemor-

rhage from mouth and nose, very great discolora-

tion of the skin, engorgement of the conjunctiva,

deafness, and on the sixth or seventh day death.

It was in this particular typhoid character of the

disease that constant watching, nursing, and

rather free use of stimulants proved their efficacy

and usefulness. The exciting causes of the dis-

ease it is impossible to trace, to any of the

theories as laid down by the various author?,

some attributing it to " stagnant water, thick jun-

gles, even high and arid hills after rain, some to

decomposition taking place in the ballast of ships,

or a putrid state of bilge water, others to intense

solar heat, acting per se, or on wet marshy

coasts, miasma arising from particles of putrid

animal or vegetable matters, others to exhala-

tions from marshes subject to periodic inundation,

and draining in fact many theories, but none

that will at all apply to Lima and Callao.

As to the contagious or non-contagious charac-

ter of yellow fever, I for one have never seen a

single instance that for a moment could be sup-

posed to have arisen from contagion, but have

seen many cases that could not possibly have

escaped the disease, had it been contagious, being

subjected to the same food, light, air, clothing,

etc., especially in the Bay amongst the shipping,

and still escape, one, two or three out of a crew

down with the fever, and from twenty to forty

perfectly free from disease ; the same in private

families, one possibly dying or dead, and the

other members of the family, young or old Cholos

or foreigners escaping.

The premonitory symptoms consisting in most :

instances of a giddy indescribable sensation and

acute pain in the back of the head, sometimes

constipation of the bowels, pain in the back,

more especially in the lumbar region and in the

limbs, are usually felt from twenty-four to forty-

eight hours previous to the manifestation of the

disease itself, which is indicated by excessive

sickness of the stomach, vomiting, pains in the

back of the head, back and limbs, almost unbeara-

ble, sometimes accompanied by rigor, countenance

flushed and swollen, tongue moist slightly coated,

tip and edges reddish, pulse small and not too

frequent, skin cool to the touch butt dry, patient

generally complaining of great coldness; these

symptoms I have seen last from four to thirty

hours, following this stage a burning heat of the
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skin, and if it were possible an aggravation of

ail the other symptoms, with tenderness upon

pressure (which is now noticeable for the first

time) over the stomach and right hypochondrium.

The matter ejected from the stomach shows the

deranged powers of digestion, getting gradually

less in quantity, and in many instances, almost

pure bile is thrown off, a very perceptible dimi-

nution of the urine, which in some cases, becomes

excessively offensive, the evacuations are some-

times very copious in this stage, but not always

so, pulse small, ranging from eighty-five to ninety-

five and in some rare cases it has been found full

and bounding, increasing in frequency and of

great force, intense thirst, which seems almost in-

satiable.

From the fourth to the fifth day a marked

change is observed in the tongue, lips, etc., the

former being thickly coated, with a dark blackish

crust in the centre, whilst the tip and sides are

of a deep red, after coma sets in, but rarely until

the sixth day, with hicoough, atony of the blad-

der, with occasional vomiting of "a dark brown

or blackish matter in a glary mucus, which has

been very correctly likened to coffee-grounds, to

which it bears a striking resemblance." This

vomiting of black matter continues until death,

it is ejected without difficulty, and frequently in

large quantities. On the seventh day the fea-

tures are contracted, sometimes convulsions,

coma and low muttering, with great restlessness

and increased haemorrhage from nose and mouth.

(To be continued.^

Editorial Department.

Periscope.

Syphilis of the Rectum.

[A letter from one of our correspondents in

Paris has the following remarks.

—

Eds.]

M. Despres, surgeon at Louraine, has recently

made a study of seven cases of phagedenic chan-

cre of the rectum observed in that focus of syphi-

litic disease. The chancres in this region con-

gist of shallow ulcers, with irregular edges, ori-

ginating either in a soft chancre or an ulcerated

plaque muquense at the anus. They are rarely

diagnosticated at their d6but, unless the mucous

membrane of the anus form condylomata, between

which pus is seen to ooze out. This circumstance

leads the physician to explore the rectum, although

the patients complain of no suffering in that re

gion.

The rectal chancre occupies by preference the

anterior part of the anus, and may be perceive d

by separating the mucous folds. The index fin-

ger, introduced into the rectum, perfectly appre-

ciates the loss of substance. Sometimes, instead

of remaining exclusively in the interior, the

chancre is prolonged underneath a condyloma of

the exterior, or indolent fissures exist between

the plaques muquevses around the anus. This

linear ulceration gradually gains the rectum, and

becomes confounded with the shallow chancre

already situated there. Then the patient begins

to suffer in the act of defecation, and pus flows

more or less constantly from the anus. Later,

the ulcerations become less sensitive, their edges

grow tumefied and fungous, and their surface is

covered with reddish-yellow fungosities or fleshy

granulations, round, soft, and indolent. This is

the first phase of reparation, reparation which

constitutes precisely the danger of the disease.

For these granulations presently result in the

formation of cicatricial tissue, which inevitably

contracts the mucous membrane, and produces

stricture of the rectum with all its consequences.

While these cicatricial bands are recent, they

can be easily torn, and the bowel dilated by bou-

gies or even packets of lint. But if neglected,

the stricture progresses fatally. I had an oppor-

tunity of examining, in the service of M. Gosse-

lin, the rectum of a patient who had died after

submitting to an attempt at forced dilatation, and

this piece is cited by Despres as an example of

the ultimate stage of phagedenic chancre. In

this case the fibrous bands extended twenty-two

centimetres in the rectum, which was especially

thickened and narrowed at the level of two cen-

timetres above the anus. Five ulcerations re-

mained, and constituted the mouths of as many
fistulaB, which communicated with the perineum.

The new tissue terminated quite abruptly on

the border of the healthy membrane which suc-

ceeded.

Defecation only begins to be decidedly painful

when the stricture has formed. Very little bleed-

ing at any time.

These rectal chancres are generally caused by

direct contact of the pus which flows from chan-

cres at the vagina, (M. Despres' cases, occurring

at Louraine, were necessarily all women.) and

which trickles down upon the anus. It pene-

trates by capillarity, in the same way as the

pus of vaginitis, which causes an inflammation

of the urinary meatus.

The diagnostic can always be made out by

practising the rectal touch, which, says Despres,

should never be neglected in treating patients

affected with vulvar or vaginal chancres, and es-
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pecially if this be complicated by condylomata

at the anus.

The ulceration itself often heals without treat-

ment, but in that case the cicatrix is formed with

all its tendency to stricture, and it is the pre-

vention and cure of this cicatrice which really

claims the attention of the surgeon.

It may be avoided unless the ulceration have

i
invaded the entire circumference of the rectum,

' but in that case stricture is inevitable. When

only a single fibrous band exists, the stricture in

I

time may be cured, but if there be annular stric-

ture the surgeon can do nothing but palliate

more or less by means of dilatation.

The treatment of these phagedenic ulcerations

consists in cauterization, with a view of trans-

,
forming the ulceration into a granulating sur-

face analogous to that of a simple wound. M.

Despres prefers passing over the chancre, by

means of pincers, meshes of lint imbibed with a

a solution of chloride of zinc. This solution has

j
the advantage of attacking with great energy

surfaces deprived of their epithelium, leaving the

others intact. Large bougies of lint, covered

with a pomade of lard and glycerine, should be

kept constantly in the rectum, and be renewed

every twenty-four hours.

When ulcerations and stricture co-exist, and

pus flows from the anus, astringent injections

should be used, made with eight grammes of

rhatany, two to four grammes dry chlorate of

zinc, and two hundred and fifty grammes water.

On the same day should be administered two oil

injections. Dilatation should then be sought by

means of india rubber canulee.

Fistula should be cauterized as well as the

chancre, since they are equally phagedenic.

An extremely important point to notice is that

no specific treatment has any effect upon these

! rectal chancres, which constitute an exclusively

local disease. M.

Pharyngitis and Stomatitis Leucaemia.

|By D. F. Moslee. Translated from the German, by Dr.

M. Pflaum.]

In the course of fifteen months, the following

symptoms appeared in a man set. 40, who pre-

viously had been in good health, viz., tumefection

of the cervical glands of both sides, inflamma-

!
tion of the mucous membrane of the mouth and

pharynx, with loosening and bleeding of the

gums, tumefaction of the axillary and inguinal

glands; and, finally, of the spleen and liver, and

an indubitable increase of the white blood cor-

puscles, (one white blood corpuscle to thirty red

ones.) The only cause which could be found for

these phenomena, was excessive mental and cor-

poreal exertion. Of peculiar interest was the

state of the pharynx; the mucous membrane was

reddened and tumefied, and numerous large me-

dullary tumors, of glossy appearance, were visi-

ble on it; both tonsils were swollen ; the tonsel-

lary glands were developed to large medullary

knots of solid structure. The secretion of the

mucous membrane and pharynx, as well as the

secretion of the salivary glands, was remarkably

increased, especially by speaking. After the

mouth had been well cleaned, the secretion of the

mouth showed a sour reaction. As the patient

never before had suffered from an affection of the

mucous membrane of the mouth and pharynx,

and as this affection appeared after the swelling

of the cervical glands had existed for some time,

and increased or decreased with the swelling of

these glands, according to their increase or de-

crease, and as the affection of the mucous mem-

brane improved under the treatment with iron

and quinine, which medicines acted beneficially

on the whole system; the writer thinks this

pharyngitis and stomatitis to be a specific one

caused by the leucsemic dyscrasy. The stoma-

titis, which was very similar to scorbutic stoma-

titis, is probably the consequence of an irritation,

caused by certain as yet unknown chemical pro-

ducts in the blood, and in the secretions in cases

of lymphatic leucaemia.

The Microscopic Component parts of Vaccine
Lymph, by Dr. F. Keber. Translated from the

German, by Dr. M. Pflattm.

Fresh lymph from normal developed cow-pox,

which for the naked eye is of transparent appear-

ance, shows, examined by the microscope, beside

the incidental admixture of small particles of

duct, debris of epidermis, blood-corpuscles and

coagulated fibrin as well pus-corpuscles, which

have been detected by former observers, as a

number of peculiar grand cells, innumerable

free granules, and punctiform molecules, of

scarcely measureable size. The granule cells

contain occasionally some more solitary, some-

what larger, round granules ; the number of gran-

ules in the cells amount from three to twenty

and to more ; sometimes tbey cohere so intimately

,

that it appears as if they were in a state of mul-

tiplication by self division. These structures are

found in the cow-pox as soon as they contain

some lymph : after the ninth day the pus-corpus-

cles become more numerous. By admixture with

distilled water the above described structures do

not undergo any change ; the granule cells remain

on the filter, whilst a number of granules and
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molecules pass through. The filtered lymph

does not lose its efficacy. The coagula which

were sometimes observed in lymph which had

been kept for a time, consist principally of the

above structures; they are greatly qualified for

prolific vaccination. Dried lymph, and also vac-

cine crusts, softened in distilled water, show the

same structures, while no traces of them are

visible in so-called wild lymph, which is not meet

for the production of genuine cow-pox. Crystals

are found in lymph, whether in its drying or in

its decomposing state. In the writer's opinion,

the granule cells and granules which he observed

in his experiments, are the bearers of the conta-

gion. Only such lymph, which contains them,

can be applied for the successful production of

useful vaccine matter, whereas such lymph which

contains already acicular and fassicular crys-

tallizations, has no effect whatever. He believes

that the fungoid growths and fungi which are

found in diluted lymph, are of no consequence

in regard to producing vaccine matter.

The examinations of lymph taken from variola

and varioloid, gave the same results as those

which are apparent in the lymph from cow-pox;

they even were better to be seen in lymph from

variola, the granule cells and granules of larger

size, and more conspicuous.

The examinations of the blood of small-pox

patients, as well as the air of the small-pox

wards, did not give any positive result.

Miscarriage without Pain.

Dr. R. S. Kelso, of Blooming Grove, 111., de-

tails the following interesting case of painless

miscarriage, in the Chicago Med. Journal.

Oct. 10th, 1867, was called to Mrs. D., preg-

nant about five months. While engaged in her

ordinary household duties, without the least pre-

monition, there was rupture of the membranes,
and discharge of the amniotic fluid.

11th. Ordered tinct. ergot in drachm doses,

every hour for six hours, but without effect. In

the evening I found the os uteri well dilated,

right shoulder presenting, with protrusion of the

hand and arm, though she had not felt a single

pain, but only a weight, or dragging sensation,

when she stood upon her feet.

Not thinking it necessary to turn, as the foetus

was small, I introduced a finger on each side of

the neck, and brought down the head ; then with
slight traction, and a bearing down effort on her
part, it was easily delivered. There was also

another foetus, with breech presenting, which I
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delivered in like manner, by bringing down the

feet.

After waiting an hour, I administered chloro-

form, and removed the placenta, which was so

firmly adherent that it was impossible to detach

it, except by taking it away in pieces.

The lady had a good getting up, and in ten

days was able to perform her household duties,

not having had a single pain from first to last.

I have since attended her in a miscarriage

brought on in the same way, but she had a few

pains.

Balbuties.

Wyneken draws a distinction between stutter-

ing and stammering, and regards the latter as

depending on an imperfect, or entirely absent,

power of forming one or more simple sounds of

speech, while in the former the individual can

pronounce single letters correctly and without

difficulty, but finds it hard to form syllables.

[Aerztliches Literaturblatt, No. 7, 1868).

Merkel has described stammering as paralysis

liieralis, and stuttering as paralysis syllabaris.

Another difference described by our author is

that stuttering is always attended by more or

less basbfulness, which increases the trouble,

while stammering remains about the same under

all circumstances, indeed it is, if anything, even

diminished by observation of the stammerer.

He classes it with the neurosis, and regards it as

depending upon a deficiency of the influence of

the will on the innervation of certain muscles

concerned in the production of speech. Another

operative cause is mental, and it consists princi-

pally in the doubt of the individual as to his

ability to speak. This state of doubt, Wyneken
also terms a will, which opposes the true will and

paralyses it; so that the muscles of respiration

and vocalization, know not which to obey; and

consequently they do not perform their func-

tions with proper accord, and stuttering results.

Wyneken speaks of this condition as exactly

similar to that in which a person about to ven-

ture a leap doubts his ability at the very instant

of jumping. Often he cannot hold himself,

but as he does not spring with the requisite con-

fidence the distance is not reached.

The treatment of stuttering must consist, above

all, in imbuing the patient with confidence in his

ability to say everything. As long as he believes

in the infallibility of the method of treatment

he will speak well. Only on this ground could

Dieffenbach's operation of glossotomy have pro-

duced good results ; not because a piece of the

tongue was removed, but on account of the
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patient's faith in so formidable a procedure, and
his belief that it must be followed by perfect

cure. But the operation should be abandoned,

at all events. When from any cause the patient's

I

doubts were awakened, no good result followed

the operation.

The author now refers to Katenkamp's method
of treatment. It consists, in short, of the follow-

ing procedures: For the first few days the

patient is left to himself, but is observed, in

order to detect how much he is affected, which
letters occasion the most trouble, and what cir-

cumstances increase the difficulty. After thorough
examination the patient now begins the first

stage of treatment, during which he must observe
silence

;
Wyneken attaches great importance to

the latter.

The treatment proper then begins with regula-
tion of the respiration, which during stuttering

is subject to great irregularity. When the
patient can expand hie lungs perfectly, and can
inspire and expire with equal effort, we pass on
to the vowels, and show the different attitudes of
the mouth when they are formed ; first we per
mit their silent formation, afterwards we allow

j

them to be vocalized. Then, in like manner, we
I

go to the diphthongs • after this we attach to the
vowels first one, then two, and three consonants

;

and we now practise these until the patient is

convinced that he can pronounce every vowel
and every syllable beginning with a vowel, free
from stoppage. Then a consonant is placed
before a vowel, and combined with every vowel
we begin with the consonant he can best pro-
nounce, and gradually advance to the most diffi-

cult. While adding our consonants, by degrees,
before and after vowels, we reach monosyllabic
words, then polysyllabic, and finally plain sen-
tences. Only after speech has become very sure
may we advance to reading and from this to

declamation of what has been read.

With this method the first stags of treatment
lasts from 6—12 weeks, after which the patient
is permitted to speak with his physician, and
then successively with the other inmates of the
institution.

The second difficulty for students to surmount
is "keeping time," that is, the pronunciation of
every syllable as in a polysyllabic word, each
one must be the same length and be uttered
very slowly; and every mark of punctuation
must be followed by a fresh inspiration. He
must, when suddenly or unexpectedly addressed,
pause before making a reply; and only after he can
stand all these tests well, and can speak " in time "

for several months, can be regarded as cured.

The greatest number of relapses occur in this

second stage ; and then nothing remains but to

begin at silence again, go over all his difficulties

with the patient in study hours, and not to allow

him to speak again until he has won back his

confidence.

After speaking of the mental and physical con-

ditions which influence stuttering, Wyneken
says that the duration of treatment is very

various, some few were discharged well in six

months, some had not observably improved in

two years. In the latter cases he recommends

suspension of the treatment, as the patients are

incurable from great deficiency of volition.

Therapeutic Value of Olive-oil.

At the last meeting of the Harveian Society

says the Brit. Med. Jour,, Dr. Kamskill read a

paper on the Therapeutic Value of Olive-oil.

The paper consisted of a history of two cases of

gout, which he considered types of the kind of

disease, and especially as to the stage of it in

which the internal administration of olive-oil

was most useful. The first type was represented

by a patient affected with comparatively acute

attacks, reappearing with very short intervals,

and making little or no way towards convales-

cence. Bark, quinine, iron, had frequently

failed to prevent a reappearance of the disease.

Cod-liver oil was rarely borne at all. In such,

cases, olive-oil, given when the patient lapsed in

the interval, had answered all the requirements

of the case in Dr. Ramskill's hands. Nutrition

began to improve, and no more relapses occurred.

The second class was a type, also, of a class of

cases, where, all acute symptoms having long

subsided, vague and uneasy pain remained in

all the joints—associated only with stiffness or

difficulty and pain on movement. The general

health meanwhile slowly deteriorated, with

much general wasting and no impression could

be made on'the system by the usual tonics. Here

the use of olive oil was more quickly beneficial

;

but it often seemed to act as a hasmotogen. In

true rheumatoid arthritis, the use of the oil was

perhaps more beneficial than most ordinary reme-

dies ; but Dr. Kamskill could make no assertion

as to the favorable action of any single remedy

on this disease. The dose of olive-oil should not

exceed a teaspoonful at the commencement; it

should be gradually increased, until a laxative

effect announced the attainment of such a dose

as exceeded the absorbent power of the stomach

and intestines. Any vehicle containing a few

drops of sulphuric ether would then help to as-

similate the oil, and prevent diarrhoea. It was
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important to obtain perfectly fresh and new oil,

to ensure absence of rancidity, and consequent

eructations and disorder of the stomach. Dr.

IIamskill considered the remedy as a com-

bination of food and physic ; but still one unat-

tainable by ordinary food and medicine. It was

important to begin its administration when the

patient was free from acute attacks or, at least,

from fever. The passage of pale urine, or of

greenish-yellow urine, that suggesting oxaluria,

was an indication for its use, especially if ac-

companied by hypochondriasis, general malaise,

and weariness and aching of joints. Dr. Ram-

skill said he had found great benefit from the

use of olive-oil at the Hospital for Paralysis and

Epilepsy, especially in cases of lead-poisoning,

after the acute symptoms, such as colic, had sub-

sided; always in the malnutrition accompanying

paralysis of the extensors of the hands; also, in

Cruveilhiers atrophy; and in epilepsy, associa-

ted with great cachexia. In all these conditions

supposing cod-liver oil disagreeing, and there-

fore inadmissible.

Protoxide of Nitrogen as an Anaesthetic.

A preliminary report of the Committee of the

Odontological Society of Great Britain was pre-

sented by Mr. W. A. Harrison, Chairman of the

Committee, at a crowded meeting of the Odonto-

logical Society on Monday evening. By the

kind permission of Mr. Harrison, we are ena-

bled to give a digest of the Report; but this we
must, however, curtail more than we would
otherwise have done, owing to pressure on space.

The Committee, after paying a just tribute to

the great service done by Dr. Evans in introdu-

cing the gas successfully as an anaesthetic into

this country, proceed, in the first place, to con-

sider in detail how far nitrous oxide gas is an
efficient anaesthetic. To ascertain this, experi-

ment upon various lower animals were instituted.

From these, they arrived at the" conclusion

that it was free from atmospheric air, a powerful

anaesthetic, more rapid in its action, although
more evanescent than chloroform and other an-

aesthetics
3
and that although, if pushed, it pro-

duced death, still the animals were often speedily

brought round, when apparently dead, by the

admission of air.

They next proceeded to arrive, if possible, at

the conclusion whether, as an anaesthetic in man,
it was as safe as, or safer than, those in general

use. To this they give a guarded answer for the

present
;
stating, however, that it is at least as

safe, for short operations, as any other anaesthe-

tic

.

They next enumerate the conclusions arrived i

at, founded on 1380 cases watched and carefully

reported on by the various members of the Com-|
mittee, and on 1051 reported to them on trust-

j

worthy authority, as to the advantages and dis-<

advantages of the gas. The advantages are,]

shortly, these: the rapidity of its effects in pro- •

ducing anaesthesia, the shortest time being '

twenty-five seconds; rapidity in recovery; its i

agreeable nature; its being tasteless and less]

irritating; almost entire freedom from nausea]

and vomiting, occurring in less than one per cent.;

absence of headache and vertigo, as a general
j

rule, after complete recovery from the anaesthe-

1

sia. The disadvantages are noted as consisting

in its unsuitableness for long operations, on

account of the rapidity of recovery; in the diffi-

culty of making and transporting the gas, and]

also the expense of the agent; in its being trou- 1

blesome to make, and requiring unusually con'-

1

plicated apparatus in its administration ; in the

undesirability of quick recovery in operations

followed by much pain; in the administration

being; occasionally accompanied by twitchings

which render it unsuitable for delicate opera-

tions.

The Committee next foot up the physiology of

its action, with the view to obviate, if possible,

any serious results which might follow in its ad-

ministration. They confess they are as yet

unable to explain the rationale of its action ; but

recommend, from experience with lower animals,

that, when dangerous symptoms appear, the ex-

hibition be at once suspended, and, should respi-

ration not take place, artificial re spiration be re

sorted to.

The Committee recommend, as the best, most

convenient, and cheapest method of procuring the

gas in a pure state, the plan of Messrs. John

Bell & Co. In its administration, they observe

that, whatever instrument is employed, it ought

to be as air-tight as possible ; but they offer noth-

ing fresh, of importance, in this respect, or in

the mode of administration. There are, however,

a quantity of useful practical details given of

considerable interest.

As regards the question, whether there are any

special conditions of the system contraindicating:

its use, they can only say that they have admin,

istered, it in persons in various stages of preg-

nancy in suckling women, in persons subject to

asthma, epilepsy, and the like, without any

deleterious effects. They, however, advise cau-

tion, especially in those affected by disease of

the heart, vessels, or lungs. They conclude by

drawing the attention of the profession to the
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success attending the ansesthetic in America by

Dr. Colton, and in France by Dr. Evans; and

.observe that they propose to prosecute further

experiments on the subject, which they hope to

lay before the profession at some future time.

An appendix of some interesting cases is at-

tached to the Report.

REVIEWS AND BOOK NOTICES. 3i

M.

Hypertrophy of the Mammas.

Marjolin reported to the Academy de

Chirurgie [Gazette Hebdomadaire, Oct. 1868,)

ithe case of a young girl 16 years of age, who
consulted him last June on account of enlarged

breasts. He diagnosed simple mammary hyper-

trophy. The enlargement increased rapidly in

spite of systematic compression and the internal

rise of iodide of potassium. There were no

kernels in the axilla, and the general health was

good. At length two small ulcerations formed on

fthe right nipple and slowly discharged. The

breast measured 53 centimetres in circumference

ja-fc its largest part and became pediculated. Oct.

thh it was removed, and weighed 1 kilo. 510

grammes. The left breast slowly diminished.

Reviews and Book Notices.

NOTES OK" BOOKS.

The French medical press has recently sent

forth the following works

:

The first is on an interesting topic by Dr. Ber-

cteret—"Des fraudes dans l'accomplisement des

! fonctions generatrices, dangers et inconvenients

pour les individus, la famille et la societe." Price

2 francs.
If

j,
Another, by the celebrated Tardieu—Etude

rnedico-legale sur l'avortement, suivie d'une note

sur l'obligation de declarer a l'etat civil les foe-

tus mort-nes, et d'observations et recherches pour

servir a l'histoire medico-legale des grossesses

fausses et smiulees," being the third edition of

this treatise.

The next is by the alleged atheist, Dr. Gre-

nier, and is entitled, " Du ramolissement senile

du cerveau, Deuxieme these du docteur Grenier,

!pr6c6d6e d'une dedicace a M. Dupanloup, 6veque

d'Orleans, avec pieces justificatives concernant

isa premiere these, intitule: Du libre arbitre

humain."

Elsewhere we have spoken of the new method
described by Dr. Bertin, "Etude clinique de

Temploi et des effets du bain d'air comprime
dans le traitement des poitrine, notamment dans

le catarrh chronique."

Correlation of the Physical and Vital Forces.

An Inaugural Address introductory to the

course on Institutes of Medicine in the Jeffer-

son Medical College. By J. Aitken Meigs,
M. D., Professor of the Institutes of Medicine
and Medical Jurisprudence, etc. Second edi-

tion. Philadelphia: Office of the Medical and
Surgical Reporter. 1869. Price, 25 cents.

The first edition of this remarkable address

has been so rapidly exhausted that another has

been prepared. The topic is one just now of the

very greatest interest to all scientific men, and

indeed reaches into other spheres usually thought

quite remote from physical science. The problem

of life, that chiefest of all problems, and the

mystery which surrounds the nature of the

imponderable forces, here, if anywhere, find their

solutions. No one is more interested in this

question than the physician, and nowhere, we
may safely say, can he find in the same compass

the same amount of information about it.

Practical Observations on the etiology, Pathol-

ogy, Diagnosis and Treatment of Anal Fissure.

By William Bodenhamer, A.M., M.D. Illus-

trated by numerous cases and drawings. New
York: William Wood & Co. 1868. 8vo.,

cloth, pp. 199.

The author of this monograph is already

favorably known by his work on "Congenital

Malformations of the Rectum and Anus," pub-

lished some years since. The class of diseases

to which he has given his attention is by no

means small, and counts some of the most annoy-

ing to which the human frame is subject. What
is more, owing to a false delicacy, sometimes on

the part of the patient, sometimes on that of the

doctor, they are frequently overlooked or mis-

understood.

The first chapter treats of the history of anal

fissure, and of its very troublesome concomitant

spasmodic contraction of the anus; the second

examines into the name fissura ani, and the

physiology of the complaint ; its setiology, in

which constipation has a prominent share comes

next, and then a classification and description of

the various varieties of fissure, their symptoms

and signs, diagnosis and prognosis. The fifth

chapter gives at considerable length the different

methods of treatment, and the sixth and con-

cluding chapter presents a variety of illustrative

cases, of no little clinical value. A short biblio-

graphy is appended.

The treatise is throughout carefully prepared,

and we recommend it as a valuable practical

book, worth a place in any working library.



32 EDITORIAL. [Vol. XX.

IWtal mi gtorfltarf Shorten.

PHILADELPHIA, JANUARY 9, 1869.

8. W. BUTLER, M. D., & D. G. BRINTON, M. D., Editors.

Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and

Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence,
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Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-
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4JSsP* To insure publication, articles must be practical,

brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

We particularly value thepractical experience of coun-

try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfully belongs to the profession.

THERAPEUTIC USES OP COMPRESSED
AND RARIFIED AIR.

There has been an apparatus patented in

Cincinnati for the purpose of applying air of

different densities, called the Equalizer, and per-

sons are travelling through the western country,

boasting—and with reason—of its excellent

effects. It is, in fact, little more than a yankee

improvement on the " grandes ventouses,'' or large

cups of Junod and Tabarie, long used in the

French hospitals. It is very important, therefore,

that the profession should make themselves

acquainted with this therapeutic means, and not

leave it in the hands of empirics. We know of a

medical man in a city on the Mississippi river

who has excited very general attention by his

many successful cures.

As far back as 1850, Dr. Pravaz, of Lyons,

wrote a pamphlet on the subject (Essai sur

Vemploi medical de Vair comprime), and an

establishment was founded at Montpellier for the

treatment of patients by this method. It took,

however, slowly in France, and at present we

believe there are but three such pneumatic insti-

tutions there. In Germany it has been more

widely adopted, and at Yienna, Ruchenhall,

Johannisberg, Ems, and other cities, this pro-

cedure is tried on a grand scale.'55
'

The apparatus adopted in these houses are

chiefly bells. Each can contain two or three

persons comfortably, and is connected with an

air pump worked by a steam engine. The bells

are of strong plates of wrought iron, capable of

supporting a pressure of ten to fifteen atmo-

spheres, although half an atmosphere is as much

* We mention as the German authority, par excellence,

Yivenot. Zur Kenntniss der phjs. Wirkungen u. der

Therapeut. Anwendungen der verdic'he'en Luft, Erlangen.

1868; and in French Dr. Bertin.—Sur Vemploi therapeu-

Uque de Vair comprime, Paris, 1868.

as is employed therapeutically. By reversing the

valves, the air can be rarified as much as it

desirable. The air used is brought by a tall

chimney from the upper regions of the atmo-

sphere on account of its greater purity. A stop-

cock allows the air to escape gradually and

a current of fresh to enter at will, while the

pressure remains the same. Such is the arrange-

ment of that at Ems, recently described in a work

by the resident physician, Dr. Lakge [Recherches

sur les effds pkysiologiques et iherapeutiques ds

Vair comprime, 1 867).

The therapeutic employment of this method

has chiefly been confined to chronic diseases. In

asthma, bronchitis, emphysema, even in pulmon-

ary consumption it has been said to have had

most excellent results. In certain maladies of

the ear, and certain cases where a deficient

capillary circulation is a marked symptom, the

treatment has long been known. We are person-

ally aware of several cases of chronic rheumatism,

of partial paralysis, and of enfeebled vital powers

from exhaustion where the judicious employment

of air, either rarified or compressed, has been

attended with the most satisfactory results.

Even the Equalizer and the cups of Jounod have

effected cures which demonstrate conclusively the

wide field there is in the application of varying

pressure on the external surface of the body.

By these bells we. can bring about all the

physiological effects which travellers experience

in ascending the highest mountains or in de-

scending into the deepest mines. But a word of

caution. There are contra-indications in certain

diseases and certain constitutions which the

physician must carefully note ; there are occa-

sional startling effects, and frequent disagreeable

sensations which he must understand and com-

bat. Not every empiric should use these power-

ful means. Violent hemorrhage, giddiness, roar-

ing in the ear, serious cardiac symptoms, per-

manent deafness, these and other accidents

attend those who venture on balloon ascents

or who seek the bottom of the ocean in diving

bells. We may look for similar casualties in

the indiscreet use of the bells and exhausters.

All these but prove, however, their great

power on the human system, and their efficacy

therapeutic agents when wisely used. Who
will be the first to organize such a pneumatic

establishment in this country ? Who will lead

the way in the introduction of these valuable

apparatus? We do not hesitate to predict tha

fortune and success will wait on him, if he enters

into the project zealously, circumspectly, and

intelligently.
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Notes and Comments.

Military Medical Matters.

The Lancet of Aug. 8th, 1868, says: It -was

on the score of humanity, and owing to the

interest taken by the Queen, that a committee

was appointed in 1867, for the reorganization of

the medical service in the Prussian army. The

warrant of February 20th, 1868, was the conse-

quence. By this a sanitary corps is created,

which is to include the medical officers of the

army and navy. This corps no longer belongs

to the civil department of the army, but its offi-

cers are classified with combatant officers.

There is one very important point conceded to

medical officers in the Prussian warrant, namely,

the disciplinary power over all men of the hos-

pital service, army hospital corps, purveyors,

apothecaries, nurses, etc.

Every hospital has at its head a principal

medical officer. Combatant officers have nothing

to do with the hospitals.

The amount of power and authority accorded

to army surgeons is regulated by rank and seni-

ority, diminishing, of course, as we descend from

the General Stabs Arzt, who possesses powers

equivalent to those of a general in command of

a division, to the subordinate ranks of the de-

partment. All medical men can be employed by

the Director-General. Leave is also granted by
the medical superiors.

There yet remains an Army Medical School to

be established for the special instruction of medi-

cal officers.

Medical Department of the University of
Michigan.

We are glad to learn that the Eegents of the

University have recently renewed more emphati-

cally than heretofore their assurance that under

no circumstances will a chair of Homoeopathy be

established in the Medical Department of the

University. Such a step would be such an act

of injustice to the Faculty and students, and

blow to the prosperity of the school, that we can

hardly suppose it possible that it could be at-

tempted in sober earnest by intelligent, reflecting

men.

The Use of Spirits in England.—It is stated

that during the five years ending September,

1567, there were nearly 1,000,000 cases of

assaults and drunken and disorderly conduct

summarily disposed of before the magistrates in

England. The annual average of these cases was
193,640.

Correspondence.

FOREIGN.

Letter from Vienna.

Vienna, Nov. 16th, 1868.

Editors Medical and Surgical Repobteb:

The great advantages of Vienna, so far as I

have been able to learn, are surgery and diagno-

sis. Since I have been here (or about six weeks),

I have seen perhaps twenty forceps cases of labor,

and had one case myself. Have seen several

cases of version, two of rupture of the uterus,

one of craniotomy, prolapsus of cord, eclampsia,

etc. I have seen no chloroform given, nor phle-

botomy employed in eclampsia. Students are

allowed to perform forceps operations, but this

only to those who have taken a private course in

operative midwifery with an assistant. No stu-

dents are allowed to perform operations in the

surgical clinics except candidates for graduation,

and those only some such trivial affair as lancing

an abscess.

I am now rooming in the hospital building

with a Hungarian, who speaks good German and

some English. He is a graduate, and has some

advantages not allowed to students. And through

his influence I expect to receive some special

favors. We are called, during the night, to

every difficult case of labor, by paying one of the

midwives about ten cents.

Four times a week I attend the reception of

pregnant women, and have the opportunity of

examining all women who are past seven months.

Last Sunday I visited the Foundling Hospi-

tal, where I saw perhaps two hundred and fifty

infants of two days old or more. All women de-

livered in the hospital are obliged to go to this

Foundling Hospital, and nurse their own child

and another one for three months. Or the in-

fants, when healthy, are put out to families, to

be brought up until they attain the age of six

years, for which these families receive from the

State about three dollars per month. "When the

child is six years old, the mother must either

take it back and take care of it, or the town from

which she came must do it. Syphilitic children

do not nurse, but are fed. Syphilitic mothers, of

course, do not come to this hospital, but are

transferred to Prof. Sigmund's wards for treat-

ment. Any woman not desiring to go to this

hospital as nurse, can get that liberty by paying

about twenty dollars, and leaving her child be-

hind or taking it at pleasure. I understand that

there are scarcely more than a hundred, out of
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the ten thousand delivered, who have taken their

children away. There is another small lying-in

hospital where the more respectable women, who
wish to conceal their shame, can be confined

veiled, and turn their children over to the hospi-

tal forever by paying one hundred and fifty dol-

lars, no one knowing who they are, or seeing

their faces. About seventy per cent, of all the

children delivered in the hospital die before the

age of six. If any of the children who are put
out to families are taken sick before the age of

six, they are returned to the Foundling Hospital

for treatment.
*

DOMESTIC.

Artificial Bespiration in Opium Poisoning.

Editors Medical and Surgical Reporter:

After a drunken bout of three or four days du-

ration, a Mr. C, aged 25 years, of good constitu-

tion, ioo\ January 4th, 1868, at about 10 o'clock,

P. M., ten drachms of officinal tinctura opii,

which he procured a few moments before from a
drug store, for the purpose of destroying his life.

I saw him about three-quarters of an hour
later; found him very drowsy ; could be aroused,

but would soon fall asleep when not prevented;

tried to introduce a stomach tube, but he resisted

effectually all such efforts. Succeeded in admin-
istering five grains of sulphate of zinc, which
produced slight emesis. Strong coffee was ad-

ministered from time to time, as long as he could

swallow. About fifteen minutes past eleven,

P. M., he was permitted to be seated on a lounge,

when he immediately went to sleep, and ceased

to breathe; smart slapping on his breast with

the open hand, and dashes of cold water in his

face, failed to arouse him ; he was now placed on
the floor on his back; his tongue was drawn
from his mouth, and artificial respiration resorted

to, by placing the two open hands over the lower
part of the thorax, and forcibly expelling the

air; this was done from eighteen to twenty times
per minute. About twelve o'clock he began to

respire, and by this time a Kidder's battery
had arrived, also a solution of atropia. The
battery was applied in the usual way. Fluid
extract of belladonna was administered with cof-

fee, in full doses, which soon dilated the pupils.

The patient was sent into the open air, and slap-

ping with the open hand on the bare breast, and
flagellation, was necessary to make him breathe

at all. Dr. V. McDavitt was called, rendering
efficient aid in carrying out the treatment.

At half past one, A. M., January 5th, he was
allowed to sit down, when he instantly ceased to

breathe. Artificial respiration was again em-

ployed for over half an hour before he again

breathed. About this time one-fortieth of a

grain of sulphate of atropia was administered

hypodermically, and the patient kept in the open

air, and flagellation on the chest kept up till

about half-past four o'clock, A. M., when his

nervous system was exhausted to such a degree

that he could no longer stand; he was now
taken into a cool room. At five o'clock all means

failed to keep up respiration. He was now
placed on a mattress on the floor, and artificial

respiration resumed,, as above, and continued till

eleven and a half o'clock, before the least effort

was made to fill the lungs with air by the patient.

Not till about one o'clock did we withdraw the

the artificial aid. His recovery from this time

was without any untoward symptoms. There

was no sweating in this case.

Query: how much had the atropia to do with

this dryness of the skin, and with the continued

action of the heart? G. H. Bane, M. D.

Macomb, 111, Dec. 16, 1868.

Supposed Tetanus.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter:

On April 23d, 1867, 1 was called to see Mrs. F.

,

who had been laboring under an attack of para-

plegia some six weeks, having been attended by

two respected physicians without receiving any

benefit. Both of her physicians gave her little

or no encouragement, and gave up the case. I

found her with tongue coated yellowish-brows,

remitting fever, nervous, and vomiting bile occa-

sionally.

Ordered her a dose of calomel, which operated

freely. Gave her, on the 24th, eighteen grains

of quinine, in divided portions.

25th. Has taken the quinine, and is not so ner-

vous, and has no fever, but cannot move her

lower extremities in the least. I applied a fly

blister to her spine, as there was tenderness upon

pressure. There had been several blisters ap-

plied without producing any vesication. I also

directed fifteen drops of the tincture of iodine to

be taken three times a day, and two grains of

calomel to be taken at night.

28th. Her blister did its duty: calomel kept

her bowels loose; has some appetite; can move

her toes, and feels much encouraged. Continued

the iodine, and ordered two grains of calomel

every alternate evening.

May 2d. Can move both feet; has a good ap-

petite; blister drying up. Re-applied blister;

continued treatment. Her gums were a little

touched with mercury.
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8th. Not much improved since last visit. Gave

her ten drops of the tincture of strychnia, tell-

ing her at the same time what it was. She al-

most went into spasms when she learned what

she had taken. Kept on with the iodine, and

put her up sixty pills, containing 60 grs, chenoi-

dine, 2 grs. strychnia, 120 grs. ferri sulphas.

One to be given three times a day.

18th. Has taken the pills ; can walk the floor

with a cane. Continued treatment, occasionally

letting her rest a week, until July 1, when she

was able to walk and attend to her household

duties,

Feb. 15th, 1868. Her husband brought her to

me (as I was not able to go out), with her left

arm flexed, the hand grasping her left shoulder,

and complaining of pain in her wrist, which was

occasioned by its position. She also had pain

in her head, with tenderness in the spine just

between the shoulders.

She had been treated for this last attack with

an attempt to blister, without effect, as before.

Put her on the same treatment. The blister vesi-

cated after the mercurial purge. In four weeks

she entirely recovered. Moved, this fail, in per-

fect health, to the State of Wisconsin. The most

interesting point in this case is that in both at-

tacks the blisters failed to produce vesication at

first, and after the mercurial purges they acted

freely. The physician who attended her in her

second attack, called her disease tetanus. I

should have stated that she increased the tinct-

ure of iodine to half-drachm doses, and liked to

take it, while she could not take a solution of

: iodide of potassium, without vomiting from it.

E. A. Oppelt, M. D.

Tuscarawas, Ohio, Oct 2, 1868.

Dislocation of the Spin©.

I

Editobs of the Medical and Surg. Reporter :

On Thursday afternoon, August 5th, 1868, I

was hastily summoned to see Mr. L. W. a resi-

dent of this city, aged 40 years. The messenger

'I

informed me that a team of horses had run over

I

him and broke his back. 1 found him lying upon

the grass near where he met with the accident,

j

which was caused by two horses, attached to a

I

heavy wagon, running against him and striking

j

him in the back. It knocked him down and the

wheels of the wagon passed over him. He was
I supposed to be dead, and was removed to the

spot where I found him a short time after the

accident occurred. His general appearance was
decidedly cadaverous. His eyes were closed.

Surface cold and clammy. Countenance swollen

and pinched. Pulse small and fluttering. Articu-

2

35

lation very feeble. No paralysis of either ex-

tremity. Upon further examination I found a

tumor over the dorsal region nearly as large as

my head. No abrasion of the skin, some dis-

coloration and slight ecchymosis. Upon further

examination I soon discovered that three of the

upper dorsal vetebrae were dislocated backward,

and that, with the puffing of the soft parts,

caused the very formidable looking tumor above

mentioned. I immediately administered a stimu-

lant with an anodyne, and as he was one half

mile from his house procured a lounge and with

the assistance of a few kind neighbors carried

him home. After which I made some efforts to

reduce the dislocated vertebrae, but without

success. Continued anodyne and stimulant treat-

ment. During the night reaction was in part

established. I then applied cold to the tumor.

Symptoms nearly the same for two days, then all

became aggravated. Pulse small and intermittent;

coldness of the extremities; hurried respiration

;

anxious countenance 5 obstinate vomiting ; re-

tension of urine
;
hiccough

;
subsultus, and all

of those untoward symptoms that generally indi-

cate speedy dissolution. This state of things

continued for nearly ten days, during which

time very little was done, only to wait for our

patient to quit breathing. On the eleventh day

there was a slight improvement, and though

hardly perceptible, or even expected, there seemed

to be a gradual change for the better. Continued

cold application, as the unfortunate individual had

no particular dislike to "ardent spirits," the

stimulant part of the treatment was very thor-

oughly persevered in from beginning to end, par-

ticularly in my absence, as I learned after the

case was convalescent, I forgot to mention that

I kept a bandage around the body over the

tumor the most of the time, tightening it as the

patient cou]d bear. After the fifteenth day

the tumor subsided and a gradual reduction of

the vertebra took place and continued until now T

the pfominence is not one-fourth as large as at

first. At the end of three months from the time

of the accident the patient was able to walk with

a cane, and I saw him yesterday on the street,

and he informed me he was able to walk several

miles in a day ; felt very well
;

appetite good

;

thought he should soon be as well as ever, but

remarked as he left me that " it was the loudest

call that ever he had." I did not feel inclined to

dispute him.

Now, this to me was a very interesting case,

and shows that there can be a dislocation of the

vertebra and the patient recover. I have no

doubt but that in time the dislocated vertebrae as

CORRESPONDENCE,



36 CORRESPONDENCE. [Vol. XX.

in this case will seek nearly their natural posi-

tion. H. A. Spencer, M. D.

Erie, Pa., Dec. YltJi, 1868.

Fibrous Tumor of Uterus,—Polypus of Ear.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter:

. On the night of October 28th, 1868, 10 o'clock,

I was summoned in attendance on Mrs. ,

set. about 35 years, primapara. Upou arrival,

found her progressing favorably, with no indica-

tions of deviation from ordinary routine of labor,

the membranes having ruptured with vertex

presentation about one hour preceding my
arrival. About one o'clock A. M., the second

stage was completed, with the birth of a fine,

well-formed male child, weighing about 10 pounds.

As is usual with me in such cases, I immediately

made external examination with my hand to

ascertain condition of uterus, when I discovered

an irregularity in the shape of the organ, some-

what simulating a chatonnement, I then made

gentle traction with the funis, at the same time

making grasping pressure with my other hand,

nipon the organ until I found it making constant

expulsive efforts, the funis receding with a

sudden jerk when traction was suspended. There

being no hemorrhage of consequence,. I waited

about one hour longer by my patient's bedside,

when I found that the uterus was relaxing and

apparently becoming enfeebled in its efforts to

expel the placental mass. I then concluded

that adhesion was the cause of the placental

retention, and at once administering a full dose

of ergot to stimulate uterine contractions, I

passed my left hand in the usual manner into

the vagina, and finally into uterine cavity with

out difficulty, when I discovered extensive pla-

cental adhesions to anterior and superior walls

of fundus. I at once commenced detaching-

placenta as gently as possible, which I accom-

plished without difficulty, until I reached the

most superior part of fundus, when I discovered

the cause of irregular shape of the organ in the

form of a hard globular mass, about the size of a

large orange, % of its superficies being pretty

iirmly adherent to uterine walls. After a few

seconds' deliberation, I concluded that I could

not allow the tumor to remain intra uterine with

any prospect of safety to my patient, and as the

hemorrhage was now becoming profuse, I imme-

diately grasped with my right hand the portion

of uterus containing the tumor and began the

task of loosening with my left hand its attach-

ments, which I accomplished with some difficulty

in a few seconds longer, and at once withdrew

the whole mass into the vagina. I then imme-

diately reintroduced my hand into the uteru9 for

the double purpose of removing any debris

which might possibly have been left, and also to

stimulate uterine contraction. Finding every-

thing satisfactory I gently and slowly withdrew

my hand and the mass with it from the vagina,

maintaining pressure for some moments longer

on the uterus, or until I deemed further danger

from hemorrhage passed, the organ having

assumed its natural shape and size.

I then made my patient comfortable as possible

under the circumstances, she having become con-

siderably prostrated from pain, loss of blood and

nervous excitement. Enjoined perfect quietude

of position, immunity from excitement, and low

diet (no anodyne being indicated), remained with

her about an hour longer, when, showing symp-

toms of sleep, I left her, promising to visit her in

a few hours again.

Oct. 29th, 9 A. M. After an interval of six

hours visited her again when I found she had

enjoyed about three hours refreshing sleep, and

all her symptoms favorable. Saw her again

at evening, same day, under same favorable

auspices. Enjoining and enforcing the same

rigid observance of quiet, low regimen, etc., until

the fifth day (having administered a mild but

thorough evacuent on morning of the second

day) this patient advanced to full convalescence

without a single untoward symptom.

The tumor is of a dense fibrous homogeneous,

non-vascular structure, weighing about ten ounces

avoirdupois, and had beyond doubt existed for

some time prior to conception, as my patient

informed me that for several years previous to

marriage she always (to use her own language.)

had " terrible times" at her menstsual period,

and had often imagined that "something was

wrong."

This case is of interest as constituting an

exception to the general rule of intra uterine

tumors forming an insuperable barrier to con-

ception, or proving an unavoidable cause of abor-

tion. I would further remark in conclusion, that

this patient from the time of conception until she

reached her full period, enjoyed uninterrupted

good health, the only symptom of which she

complained was a slight tenderness at times

near the medium line a little to the right of the

umbilicus, but not giving her sufficient annoy-

ance to induce her to consult a medical advisor.

Case of Polypus of Ear permanently removed by
Injecting with Persulphate of Iron.

December 28th, 1867, was called to operate on

a little boy, set. about 5 years, for gelatinoid
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polypus of ear, which had recurred very soon

after its removal about one year previous. The

little fellow had been suffering from otorrhcea of

both ears for about three years, the sequelae of

rubeola, and is of strumous diathosis.

As there was no adult male member of the

family present, and the boy too resisting for me
to operate in the usual manner without sub-

stantial assistance, the idea occurred to me to try

the effect of injecting the tumor, which was quite

large and projecting considerably into the concha

and attached by a broad pedicle to posterior

wall of meatus, with an astringent. I accord-

ingly prepared a solution of ferri persulphate,

grs. xx. to fluid ounce, and with a hypodermic

syringe injected ten minims of the solution into

the tumor. About four days after that the

father brought the boy to my office, saying that

the tumor was entirely gone, and was apprehen-

sive that the means used might do harm, unless

something was used to counteract its effect. I

examined the ear with a speculum, but could not

discover a trace of the tumor, and there has

been no recurrence since. I would say that

j
since that time I have made use of the same
remedy applied as a wash in a case of nasal

,

polypi (the patient also a boy about seven years),

and with same satisfactory result.

P. M. Senderling, M. D.

Berwick, Columbia Co., Pa.

News and Miscellany.

Hair Dyes.

Mr. Erasmus Wilson discusses the whole ques-

tions in a series of observations in the Journal of
Cutaneous Medicine. He observes that the hair

owes its property of dyeing to its porosity;

which is evidently greater than its physiological

I
structure would lead us to infer. Another of

its properties—namely, the presence of sulphur

in its constitution—renders it prone to darken

under the use of certain mineral substances, for

example, lead and mercury, whose compounds
with sulphur are black. Thus, if a weak solu-

tion of lead or mercury be brushed into the

hair, a certain quantity of the solution will pene-

trate the hair, and a dark color will be produced,

in consequence of the formation of a sulphuret

of lead or sulphuret of mercury. The depth of

the shade or color will depend upon the quantity

of sulphur present in the hair; and as red hair

and light-colored hair contains more sulphur
than dark hair, the result will in that case be
comparatively greater. But where the amount

of sulphur is too minute to produce the dye?

science suggests the means of introducing more
sulphur, as is illustrated, by a reversal of the

proces, in the following quotation from a paper

by Dr. McCall Anderson on Eczema Margina-

tum.

" During the treatment I accidentally discov- *

ered what promises to be the most perfect black
dye for the hair which has been seen. After
having used the bichloride lotion for some weeks,
I changed it for the lotion of hyposulphite of
soda; and the morning after the first application

the hair of the part, which before was bright red,

had become- nearly black. One or two more ap-

plications rendered it jet black, while neither the
skin nor the clothing were stained. I saw this

patient a couple of weeks later, and there was
not the least deterioration of color; although, of

course, as the hair grows the new portions will

possess the normal tint. The reason of the
escape of the epidermis, while the hair was so

thoroughly dyed, is that it contains no sulphur.

"Mr. Balmanno Spuire, in a commentary on
the above process, observes that if instead of the

hyposulphite of soda one of the more common
mordants be employed—say, for example, the
sulphide of ammonium— ' instead of a black, a
bright red color will result. The operation of

Dr. Anderson's dye is this : The hyposulphurous
acid, on being liberated from the soda, decom-
poses into sulphurous acid and sulphur. The
sulphurous acid reduces the bichloride of mer-
cury to the chloride, and the sulphur converts

the chloride into (black) sulphide. The effect of

sulphide of ammonium on bichloride of mercury
is to produce the (red) bisulphide, which is the

common vermillion of commerce.'
u The chief constituents of hair dyes are metallic

bodies and walnut-juice. The metals chiefly in

use as 4 capillary chromatics' are silver, lead and
arsenic ; while others applicable to a similar pur-

pose are gold, bismuth, iron, copper, cadmium,
titanium, uranium and molybdenum. Lead, in

its crudest form, is represented by the leaden
comb ; but as the process by this means is slow,

a compound of oxide of lead or litharge, with
lime, and made into a paste with water, is more
commonly employed. This is smeared on the
hair at night, the evolved gases being imprisoned

by an oil-skin cap, and in the morning the dried

paste is brushed out, and the hair refreshed with
pomatum. Or, if a so called brown, a 'smoth-
ered' or 'fusty black' is required, the paste
should be mixed with milk instead of water.

The night is preferable for these remedies,

because the hair is supposed to exhale more sul-

phur at this period than during the day.

" Brown is produced by the chloride of gold
as also by a solution of sulphate of copper with a
mordant of the prussiate of potash (ferro-cyanide

of potassium) ; and titanium, uranium and molyb-
denum, judged by their chemical behavior, would
give rise to similar results. The 'golden yellow
color/ so much in fashion of la^e (says the British
Medical Journal) is produced by a solution of ar-

senic with a mordant of the hydrosulphate of

ammonia. And cadmium would probably give
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rise to a similar result. In the case of 'dyeing

the lighter tints, however, it becomes necessary

to submit the hair to a process of bleaching,

which is commonly effected by a solution of one
or other of the alkalies, by chlorine, by the

chloride of soda, or lime, or by sulphurous acid,

bisulphate of magnesia or lime, or peroxide of

hydrogen. In general the dyes requiring mor-
dants do not stain the epidermis."

The Clerical Surgeon.

The court of cassation of Belgium has con-

demned to imprisonment for a month the priest

who performed the Cesarean section mentioned in

the Reporter a few weeks back. The midwife

who assisted was imprisoned for eight days.

The defence was, that the priest was acting

under instructions from the archbishop. The
catholic clergy in Belgium, says the Gazette

Hebdomadaire, claim the right to perform this

operation, in the interest of the infant's soul, in

order to baptize it, when they deem it neccessary.

This question is about to be submitted to the

court of cassation to decide upon it from a juri-

dical point of view.

Dental use of Vulcanized Rubber.

Decision in the Goodyear Patent Case.—The
United States Circuit Court at Cincinnati (Judge

Leavitt), has given an elaborate decision in this

case, concluding as follows :

I can have no hesitation, therefore, in holding

that the use for dental purposes, of hard rubber

plates made under the Simpson patent, is an in-

fringement of the Nelson Goodyear patent 5 and

in no aspect of the case is the defendant relieved

from liability as an infringer, by asserting

the use of the product under the Simpson patent.

While it is probably true that Simpson has made
a valuable discovery in introducing into his com-

pound an ingredient which by its vaporizing

properties prevents the unpleasant taste and odor

of the vulcanized rubber, when used as plates for

artificial teeth, and for this invention may have

been well entitled to a patent, he or his licenses

are not protected in the use of the process and
the product as claimed by and patented to Nel-
son Goodyear.

Vaccination.

The Board of Controllers of the Public Schools

of Philadelphia, at their meeting on December

8th, adopted a resolution that hereafter no child

shall be admitted to or continued in the Public

Schools of Philadelphia unless it has been vac-

cinated. The propriety of such a regulation may
be judged by the forcible remarks of Sir James

Y. Simpson, the celebrated physician of Edin-

burg, who says that " a rattlesnake or a tiger

escaping from a travelling menagerie into a

school full of children would, in all probability,

not wound or kill nearly so many children as

would a boy or girl coming among them affected

with or still imperfectly recovered from scarlet

fever, measles, or small-pox. Most probably

these noxious animals are always, as far as

possible, prohibited from making such visitations,

and the infected boy or girl should be prohibited

also during the time that they are running

through the courses and convalescence of such

contagious diseases, or while they exhale from

their bodies a virus of dangerous and deadly

potency." The School Controllers should, there-

fore, adopt a further regulation in reference to

the readmission of pupils who have not perfectly

recovered from the diseases mentioned.

Another Charlatan.

It is not worth our space to bi*and every im-
poster who with a pretence to medical science

fleeces the public. A fellow who lives at Dalton,

Georgia, is travelling over that region of country

scattering copies of a journal he calls the

"Medical Reporter." He is one of a legion.
Let the physicians of those parts see to it that a
law is framed forbidding such strollers to prac-
tice without diplomas from regular colleges.

The Philosophy of Tea-Making.

The results of the investigations of careful

experimenters are hardly, perhaps, sufficiently

known to the multitude of tea-drinkers. The

whole subject is carefully summarised by Dr.

Letheby in his recent Cantor Lectures, which

are now being reported in the Chemical News.

There is a popular notion, which is an incorrect

one, that soft water is best for tea-making. As
a matter of fact, our London water, which has

about five degrees of hardness when boiled,

makes the best flavored tea, provided that it be

allowed to stand upon the tea sufficiently long.

Boiling tea is one of the follies of which the

officials in workhouses and other large establish-

ments are guilty. This makes a deep-colored

solution, containing the worthless bitter extrac-

tive matter, which is devoid of physiological or

dietetic property. In point of strength, it is

found experimentally that infusions of tea and

coffee are strong enough when about two and

a half teaspoonfuls of tea, or two ounces of

freshly roasted coffee, are infused in a pint of

boiling water. From some inquiries which Dr.

Edward Smith made into the relative average
weights of a spoonful of different kinds of tea, it

is to be inferred that the quantity of black tea
used, as compared with that of green, is as three

1 to two.

—

British Medical Journal.
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Hospitals for the Insane.

The trustees of the Insane Asylum at Augusta,

Me., will ask the legislature to enlarge their

buildings and buy them a farm, and have elected

as officers for the ensuing year, Dr. William B.

Lapham, of Woodstock, President, and Dr. John
T. Gilman, of Portland, Secretary.

The New Jersey Insane Asylum of Trenton

has five hundred and nineteen inmates. One-

sixth are paying patients, and five-sixths are

supported by taxation. This tax is one dollar

per week out of the State taxes, and three dollars

per week out of the county taxes. The clothing

furnished to the indigent is an extra charge on

the county.

Adulterated Honey.

According to a short notice in the Chemical

and Druggist, there are at present in Germany
itinerant dealers in so-called Swiss land honey.

This substance finds a large number of pur-

chasers on account of its fine taste and beautiful

appearance, while, instead of being real honey,

it is simply starch converted into sugar by means
of sulphuric acid. It may be detected by means
of the presence of sulphuric acid therein—viz., in

the shape of sulphate of lime or gypsum; its

use, of course, is perfectly harmless, but it is not

honey, nor does it contain any at all. As this

trick is quite likely to be imported into this

country, dealers had better be on their guard.

Vulcanising Animal Substances.

At a recent meeting of the Medical Society of

London, Dr. Richardson made a communication

on the process of Vulcanising as applied to

Animal Structures. It had long been a plan

adopted by dentists to produce vulcanite bases by
the subjection of caoutchouc to superheated steam.

It occurred to him whether animal tissues, under

the same conditions, undergo the same change

—

whether they would vulcanise. To test this, he

had subjected various animal substances to the

process, carrying the heat to 350° Fahr. It was
found that blood could vulcanize ; and a speci-

men, reduced to a condition closely resembling

caoutchouc, was placed before the meeting. A
portion of animal fibrine was reduced to a condi

tion closely resembling thin serous membrane.
An egg placed in plaster of Paris, was exposed

to intense heat; in this state, the albumen,

instead of being made solid by coagulation, had
been changed into a thin fluid resembling dis-

solved gelatine.
!
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"Pure Liquors only Sold Here."

The Board of Excise in New York have just

completed a chemical analysis of the several

kinds of liquors sold at various saloons in that

city as " Bourbon" whisky, and the result is

published for the benefit of whom it may concern,,

that of thirty-eight specimens subjected to test,

only two were found pure.

The ingredients of which most of this
lt fine old

whisky" is composed are as follows : Fusel oil,

rancid lamp oil, green tea, prussic acid, winter

green, and strychnia. The commodities sold as

brandy and gin were found to be made up of

compounds equally vile.

Some of the newspapers have been making

these exposures of late, but as these were set

down as sensational, they did not attract much
attention. But the exposures of the Board of

Excise are official, and will probably open the

eyes of the public to the poisons that are pawned

off on them.

Micro-Photography.

M. Nobert, of Paris, has succeeded in drawing

lines on microscopic test-plates so close together

that they have not yet been resolved by the most

powerful microscope. Upon his test-plate Nobert

puts 19 bands, of which the first have parallel

lines drawn 1-1,000 of a Paris line apart, the

next 1-1,500, the next 1-2,000, and so on till in

the last they are 1-10,000 of a line apart; or, in

English measure, the lines in the first band are

1-11,240 of an inch apart, and in the 19th are

distant only 1-112,668 of an inch from each

other. Neither Nobert himself nor the best

microscopists have succeeded in resolving any

beyond the 15th band, in which the lines are

1-84,400 of an inch apart. The enlarged image

of the microscope has been successfully photo-

graphed by Dr. E. Curtis, of the U. S. -Medical

Department of Washington, and the lines counted.

Photographs were made of the image of the

higher bands; but only false or spectral lines

were delineated. These spurious lines are due to

oblique light and the strain of the glass. The

ingenuity of Nobert in ruling such fine lines,

and the skill of Dr. Curtis in photographing

them, are each remarkable and unparalleled.

Prof. Gustave Braun, of Vienna, has

been elected a member of the Imperial Academy

of Medicine of Rio Janeiro.

Senator Surgeon Nelaton is said to have

an annual income of 600,000 francs.

NEWS AND MISCELLANY.
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Dr. Nosthnagel, of Berlin, has made a

series of careful experiments on living animals,

in order to discover what is the seat of epileptic

spasms. He found that, while other parts of the

brain of dogs or rabbits could be removed with-

out producing convulsions, if the smallest por-

tion of the pons varolii were cut, the most

violent epileptic convulsions appeared at the

very instant of the incision, and persisted until

death. The medulla oblongata near it could be

cut through and through, with no such effect.

The following, cut from the " Answers to

Correspondents" of the New York Tribune, will

cover some of the shortcomings on some other

subjects of that excellent paper :

" E. S. J.—We know nothing of the physician

whose circular you send us ; but it is safe to

assume that any man who professes to be a

regular doctor and sells secret medicines, beauty-

washes, brooms, whisker-soap, patent coal-scut-

tles, and perfumery, is an unmitigated humbug."

Two remarkable cases are reported to us

as occurring in New Orleans. In one of them a

German fell from a platform, injuring his skull.

He survives, but with such a confusion of the

faculty of speech that he now knows neither

German nor English. Students of Paul Broca's

views should take note of him. Another is where

a physician received a fee of a thousand dollars

for—says the newspaper—cutting out a piece of

tuberculous lung ! ! He deserved it.

[Notices inserted in this column gratis* and are solicited
[from all parts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolu-
tions of Societies at ten cents per line, ten words to the line.]

MARRIED.

Carroll—Cock rill.—At Charts Street Church, Balti-
more, Dec. 1st, by the "Rev. Dr. Slio<>r, Albert TT. Carroll,
of Mount Vernon, Baltimore cr>., Md., and Miss Mollie
P. Cockrill, daughter of Dr. J. J. Cockrill, of Bal imore
city.

Cronmtller—Heath.—Nov. 25th, at the residence of
the bride's father, by the Bev. Dr. Yours, Dr. Jnhn Cron
miller and Laura, daughter of S. P. Heath, Esq., all of
Laurel, Prince George's co., Md.
Fuller—Stewart.—.At Londonville, r>hio, Deo. 21>t,

in the M. E. Church, by Bev. Wm, Hughes, Dr. A. B. Ful-
ler and Miss Mary E. Stewart.

Hussey—Jackson.—Dec. 17th, at the house of B. F.
Jackson. Esq , near Beadingr, Ohio, by R^v. J. H. Gill, Lu-
tellus Hussey, M.D., and Miss Lizzie Jackson.
Lenox—Brioos.—Dee. 24th, at North Adams, Mass., by

Kev. D. Henry Miller, D. D., assisted by Bev. Mile' San-
ford, Captain William H. Lenox and Miss Callie V.,
daughter of Dr. Seth M. Briergs. of North Adams.
Owens—Councilman—Dec. 25th. at the residence of

the bride's father, Dr. Joseph R. Owens, of WestBiver,
Md., and Gertrude E., daughter of Dr. J. T. Councilman,
of Baltimore co.. Md.
Bank—Washington.—Tn this city, Dec 23 by theBisrht

Rev. Wm. Bacon Stevens.D. D., B. Hownrd Rand, M. D.,
and Mary Mildred, daughter of the late Reade Washing-
ton.

Raue—Tungerich—In this city, Dec. 30, 1868, by the
Rev. Thomas P. Rodman, Dr. Charles G. Raue and Her-
mine M., daughter of John Iungerich, of Brackwede,
Prussia.

Sedgwick— Chadsey.—Dec. 23d, 1868, in the McDongal
Street RapHst Church, New York city, by the Rev. Wm.
Reid, f). Leroy Sedgwick, of Brooklyn, and Mary A. Chad-
sey, third daughter of Dr. A. J. Chadsey, of New York.

Shipley—Harper —Dec. 3. at the Central M. E. Church
South . Baltimore, Md.. by Rev. Wm. H. D. Harner. Dr.
H. D. Shipley, of Carroll co., Md., and Helen J. D. Har-
per, of Talbot co , Md.
Thomas—Afcher.—Dec. 1st, at the residence of MrF.

Constable, s ; ster of the bride, in Cecil oo., Md., ^y the
Rev. Mr. Squire, Oliver H. Thomas, of Belair. and Mieg
Nannie F. Archer, daughter of the late Dr. John Arche'.
of Rock Run, Harford co., Md.
Watfrs—Grafflin.—At Davton, Ohio, at the residence

of the hide's father, on the 28th of Novemb*-, by Rer.
Charles Ferguson, Dr. T- Pollers Waters, of Baltimore,
pnd Miss Amanda P., eldest daughter of Stephen D.
Grafflin, of Dayton, Ohio.

DIED.

Avers—Oct, 9th. at Navissa Island, W. I., Dr. Robert
H. Ayres, of Baltimore, aged 59 years.

Bacon.—At his residence in St. Mary's co., Md., 23d of
November, 1868. James E. Bacon, M.D., formerly of Bal-
timore, aged 40 years.

Badger—At Hastngs upon Hudson, N. Y., De«. 26th .

Julia Crosby, twin daughter of Dr. Wm. and Mary E. CL
Badger, aged 5 months and 19 days.

F

i

field.—In this city, Dec. 27th. Joseph Fifield, M.D.
aged 74 years.

Green —Tn New Orleans, suddenly, on the 25th of De-
cember, 18^8. Jonas Green, M. D., in the Tlsc year of his
age, late of Philadelphia and Washington, D. C.

McCracken—Dec, 25th, 1868, at Vicksbursr, Miss.. Dr.
W. A. M^Cracken. During the war he was surgeon of the
98th 0. V. I., and afterward a Brigade-Surgeon. Sinoe
the war he has lived in Springfield, Ohio.

Pt.umhr.—In Knoxville, Jefferson co.. Ohio. Aug. 17th.
1863, of cprebrr>-sninal meningitis, Jacob Smickard, eld-
est son of Dr. T. R. and Mrs. T. L. Plumer, aged 7 years,
3 months, and 17 days.

Beese.—Tn Baltimore. Dec. 31st, Gideon D.Reese, Fon
of the late Dr. John S. Reese, aged 35 years

Thweatt.—Dec. 13th. at Petersburg, Va., Dr. J. J,
Thweatt.

Waage.—At Pennsburg. Monteomery cr>.. Pa.. Jan. 3fl,

1869. Emma V., youneest daughter of Dr. Charles P.
Waage, aged 12 years, 10 months, and 26 days.

obituary;.

Professor August Edward Ferdinand Colberg died

at Halle, on the 3d of July, 1868.

Prof. Non Breit, of Tubingen, died recently.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Dr. N. J. A., of Mich.—No translation of the French
work on prostitution you refer to has yet appeared.

Subscriber.—Herodotus' History is usually deemed by
scholars better than Xenophon's, though neither can pro-
perly be called Histories of Greece. There are editions
and translations at all prices.

METEOROLOGY/.

December, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26,

Wind N.E. w. N.W. N.W. W. N.W. N.E,
Cl'dy. Cl'dy Clear Clear- Clear Clear- Cl'dy.

Weather—.^ -now-

Depth Rain-

Thermometer
25° 26° 19° 8° 3° 10° 16°

At 8, A. M 39 35 20 18 12 24 26
At 12, M 45 37 24 20 24 29 31
At 3, P. M.... 45 38 25 19 23 30 3n

38 50 34. 22. 16.25 15.50 23.25 25.75

Barometer.
At 12, M • 29.7 30. 30. 29.8 29-9 30 3 30.1

Germantoum, Pa. B. J. Leedom.



HAZARD & CASWELL'S
GENUINE COD-LIVER OIL.

JPUBE AND FRESH.
This Oil is confidently re-

commended to the Trade and

Medical Profession as the

SWEETEST and PUREST in

Market.

It is made of fresh selected

livers on the seacoast, and can
be retained by the stomach
when other kinds fail, so sweet
and pure is it, from the great
care and skill attending its

manufacture. Unless Cod- Li-

ver Oil is fresh and pure, it Is

deleterious to the patient.

Professor Parker, of New
Fork, says: "I have tried

almost every other manufac-

turer's oil, and give youra the

decided preference."

Professor Hates, State Aa-

sayer of Massachusetts, after a

full analysis of it, says :
" It ia

the best for foreign or domestic

use."

„ . _ _ . „ _ SOLE MAjnTFACTTTRERS AND PROPBIETORS. _ -

CASWELL, HAZARD & CO., under Fifth Avenue Hotel, New York City.
THE BEST THREE TONICS OP THE PHARMACOP03IA.

IRON—PHOSPHO RUS-CflLISftYA.
CASWELL, HAZARD & CO., call the attention of the Profession to their preparation of the above estimable

funics, as combined in their elegant and palatable

Ferro-Phosphorated Elixir of Calisaya Bark.
Each teaspoorjful of the Elixir contains one grain of the Salt of Phosphorus and Iron, and each pint contains one

ounce of Royal Calisaya Bark.
The Profession are warned against many imitations of the Ferro-Phosphorated Elixir of Calisaya, made from very

Inferior materials, and by unprincipled persons.

Ferro-Phosphorated Elixir of Calisaya, with Sub Carbonate of Bismuth.
jThis combination has now become exceedingly popular with the first physicians of the country, by whom it is

effioiently and successfully used in gastralgia, laborious digestion, acid eruotations, nausea, debility, and nervous
derangements.
Samples sent on application to CASWEIit, HAZARD «fc CO., New York City.

Juniper Tar Soap.
This article is highly recommended by the celebrated Erasmus Wilson, and has been found very serviceable in

Tronic eczema and diseases of the skin generally.
It is manufactured by ourselves from the purest materials, and is extensively and successfully prescribed by tb«

most eminent physicans of New York.
Samples sent onapplication to CASWELL. HAZATID & CO., New York, sole manufacturers.CAhWELL, JEi^Z^JElO <fc CO., SUCCESSORS TO CASWEL, MACK & CO.

Family »5*d Manufacturing Chemists.
e35-eow-586 Corner 24th Street and Broadway, N. Y. City, and Newport, R. L

Particular attention is called to

the improved artificial Legs and

Arms; apparatus for Resection,

shortened legs, ununited fracture

apparatus for the variations of

d.w.kolbe:
MAA/UFACr(//}£/? Of

Club-foot, bow-legs, knock-knees

weak ankle ; spinal supporter

apparatus for disease and injuries

of hip-joints.

No. 15 SOUTH NINTH STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA.
BRANCH OFFICE

:

CORNER OF FOURTH AND POPLAR STREETS, MACON, GA.

CREW'S
PREPARED SINAPISM,

OR SPREAD MUSTARD PLASTER,
Wanted to preserve unimpaired its strength

in any climate equally with the ground
Mustard.

The attention of Physicians, the Drug Trade, and the
public generally, is respectfully ctlled to the above
specialty, designed to meet a want which is believed to
have been long felt among the appliances of the sick
room, viz.. An easy and expeditious method of obtaining
the remedial effects of mustard, without resorting to the
ordinary crude and troublesome mustard poultice, with
it* attendant discomforts.
Put up handsomelyin boxes of one dozen each, in three

different sizes. Price 75, 87, and 1.00 per dozen.
Prepared only by B. J. CREW. Roar of No. 133 North

Third Street. 5S3-634

SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS, APPARATUS, Etc,

J. H. GEHRIG,

109 South Eighth Street, Philadelphia,

MANUFACTURER OF SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS,
Apparatus for Deformities, Splints, Bandages, etc., etc.,

in every variety.

Atomizers, Wales' Endoscope, Trusses, Ophthalmoscopes.

Laryngoscopes, of all kinds.

All goods warranted of the finest quality.

Refers to—

THE PROFESSORS IN THE MEDICAL COLLEGES
OF PHILADELPHIA, and to the profession gen-

erally.

592-643.



MEDICAL DEPARTMENT OF THE

UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT,
AND

State Agricultural College,

BURLINGTON, VERMONT.

MEDICAL FACULTY.
JAMES B. ANGELL, A. M., LL.D., President.

SAMUEL W. THAYER. A.M., M. D., Professor of

General and Special Anatomy.

WALTER CHRPENTER, M.D.. Professor of Theory
and Practice of Medicine, and Materia Medica.

JOSEPH PERKINS, M.D., Emeritus Professor of Ob-
stetrics and Diseases of Women and Children.

HENRY M. SEELY, Ph. D., Professor of Chemistry
and Toxicology.

JNO. ORDRONAUX, A. M., M. D., Professor of Physi-
ology and Pathology.

ALPHEUS B. CROSBY, A.M., M.D., Professor of
Principles and Practice of Surgery.

EDWARD S. DUNSTER, A.M., M.D., Professor of
Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children.

CHARLES P. THAYER, M. D„ Microscopy and Cura-
tor of College Museum.
GEORGE H. TENNY, Demonstrator of Anatomy.—, Prosector to Professor of Surgery.

S. W. THAYER, Burlington, Vt., Dean of the Medical
Faculty.

The next Annual Course of Lectures in this institution
will commence on the first Thursday of March, 1869. and
continue sixteen weeks. At the commencement of the
term, every student is required to call on the Dean, and
enter his name and place of residence, and the name and
place of residence of his Preceptor, in the Register, and
pay all fees for the course.

FEES.—The Fees of this College have been raided, in
oommon with the other Medical Colleges in this ^untry.

Matriculation (paid but one*1

) $5.00
Dean's Certificate (General Ticket) 70.00

Graduation Fee 25.00

Students who have attended two fuU Courses of Ler-
tures in other accredited Medical Colleges, receive all the
Tickets to the Lectures of this College, exclusive of the
Matriculation Ticket, for $20.00.

On Saturday of each week a Medical and Surgical Clin-
tque will be held at the College.

The Dissecting Room will be open through the term.

An ample supply of anatomical material will be furnished

at cost.

For further information, address

S. W. THAYER, M. D., Bean,
614-626 Burlington, Vt.

VACCINE VIRUS,
FRESH, FROM HEALTHY WHITE CHILDREN

FOR SALE BY
BULLOCK & CRENSHAW,

Arch and Sixth Streets,

PHILADELPHIA.
486-539 PRICE $1.50 PER CRUST.

SAMUEL S. WHITE,
MANUFACTURER AND DEALER IN

DENTISTS' MATERIALS,
FURNITURE, INSTRUMENTS, etc.,

PHYSICIANS' EXTRACTING CASES,
APPARATUS FOE PRODUCING

LOCAL ANESTHESIA BY NARCOTIC SPRY,
SYRINGES FOR HYPODERMIC INJECTION.

PHYSICIANS' MICROSCOPES.
Dspots—No. 528 Arch Street, Philadelphia; T67 and

769 Broadway, New York : 16 Tremont Row, Boston ; and
100 and 102 Raadolpb. Street, Chicago. 531—1.£

SNOWDEN & BROTHER,
Late Wiegand & Snowden.

Established 1821.

MANUFACTURERS AND IMPORTERS OF

SURGICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS,
MEDICAL SADDLE-BAGS,

Trusses, Druggists' Sundries, &c, &c.

No. 23 South Eighth Street,

583-634 PHILADELPHIA.

NEWLY INVENTED AND EFFECTUAL

GUTTA PERCHA PESSARIES.

The material is known as non-irritating, from the long
use of the watch-spring King.

The Globe.
This has been well patronized by the reader*

of this journal, and many h^ve been the con-
gratulations of its success. It is a light, hol-
low bulb, readily removable by a short silken
cord drawn through a silver- wire staple. By
its lightness and slightly yielding whea in con-
tact with blood heat, it is retained of a much
less size than glass or metal. It a?c uds me-
chanically in the vagina, and drives theu'e'us

before. Two inches in diameter. Weighs but ^ss. Troy.

Caution—Hot water or any other heat above blood heat
destroys it.. Price, $2.00

Cup and Coil.
This is modified and strengthened. Experi-

ence has taught that less coil is neeiei than
the former cut had represented. It embraces
the cervix, wheu it is inclined to slip around
any other form. The coil is erasped by the
folds of the vagina, and held. Price $1.50. The
cup alone is f >und to give the required support
in the majority of ca?es. The rim or border

it from sliding down. The central opening and
the po? es allow the secretions to escape. This can beop-
plied where o hers of volume have no room. It is also

easily removable by a silken tape tied around the bor-
der. Price $1.00.

Stem Cup.

This is made to set on on any stem contri-

vances ('crew to be 5-8 in. long, and 5 16 in.

thick.) This holds the cervix in its normal
position, when elevated; not beading, as the

straight upward cup or ring does. Price $>1.50.

Chestnut Hollow Bulb and Coil.

(Ordinary sizes weigh also but ^ss. Troy.)

This is applicable when the uterus is inclined

to fall backward, (retroversion.) It is also made
without a coil, to set on a stem. Price of either.

$2.00.

Spring Levers and Bulb Ends Spring Hoesr Shoes.

They are flexible, the same as the wa'cfc-
soring rings. They may be compress d and
tied with a silken tape, as represented in tne
cut, until ia position, and then left to ex-
pand. Price $1.25.

RECTUM BOUGIE.—The neck is a gutta nercha cov-

ered spriner, bending as the point leads it. The smaller

are solid, but the larger made hollow, to become aJ*o

flexible.
Price $2.00. Mailed, $2.25.

These instruments have all the superior finish of this

manufactory of watch-spring rings. They stand the open
air equal or better than any others. But to avoid fully

the heretofore existing trouble with the rings, they can
be safely preserved in water when not in use.

Apply through this office, 618—X.

prevent
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Communications,

CLTMATE AND LOCALITY: THEIR INFLU-
ENCE IN MITIGATING- PULMONARY
TUBERCULOSIS.

By A. P. Butcher, M. D.
5

Late Professor of the Principles and Practice of Meflicvne

in the Charity Hospital Medical College, Cleveland,

Ohio.

From the remotest antiquity physicians have

recommended change of climate and location for

their physical patients. From the days of Hippo-

crates down to the present time, volumes have

been written on that subject, and great diversity

of opinion exists in relation to the place where

the patient should be sent, and the time when he

should go.

I. Italy, Minnesota, Lake Superior, and Texas,
as Residences for Phthisical Patients.

In this country it has been the custom, for

years, with most of our physicians, when a man
has injured his health by too high living and

sedentary life, to order him forthwith to Europe;

particularly if he possess wealth or has a D. D.

to the end of his name. And if he has threaten-

ing symptoms of phthisis pulinonalis, he is

ordered to the South of Europe. This is re.

garded as the happy clime which once reached

by a phthsical invalid, is sure to make his

disease disappear and restore him to perfect

health. But if we compare the number who
visit them actually diseased and who deposit

their remains there, with those who return with

improved health, we will find small encourage-

ment to recommend our patients to leave their

own country.

"We have in the United States, all the various

climates that are to be found in the world; and

if there be one spot on this globe more beneficial

to a phthisical patient than another, it is here.

Two sections of our country have recently become

quite celebrated as a residence for individuals

suffering from this disease; Minnesota and the

Southern shore of Lake Superior. For ten sum-

mers we have seen large numbers of patients,

from all our eastern cities, thronging our steam-

boats and railway cars, bound for St. Paul or

Marquett in pursuit of health. And in many
instances they return in the fall very much
improved, and perhaps a few have regained their

original health and vigor.

But while we are willing to admit the excel-

lency of these places as a temporary residence

for phthisical patients, we are well satisfied that

there is another portion of our country, which in

point of salubrity and adaptation of climate for

the class of individuals just named, far surpasses

these, if not any other on the face of the globe.

I refer to the South-western part of the State of

Texas. And if the reports of those who have

gone there in pursuit of health and those who
reside there speak truth, this region will yet be

the paradise of the world; at least so far as its

geography and climate are concerned.

No section of our vast country can rank with

that portion of the State of Texas we have named,

either in mildness of climate or equability of

atmosphere. It has a mean winter temperature

of about 53°, 9. But its chief characteristic is

its exemption from swamps and stagnant pools,

The land commonly ascends from the water

courses, and rising to moderate eminences pre-

cludes the formation of swamp or putrid pools to

any extent. This is probably one efficient cause

of the singular purity and equality of the atmo-

sphere, which is so frequently noticed in the

reports of our army surgeons, who have been

stationed in that section of the country. While

the summer air of Louisiana is combined with

moisture surchanged with noxious miasm, the

pure air of South-western Texas is refreshed and

renovated by lively breezes from Old Ocean,

rolling over a dry, verdant, varying surface, im-

parting elasticity, health and vigor to all who
inhale it.

Now here is a country where perpetual sum-

mer smiles, where flowers are constantly bloom-

ing, and the fields arrayed in their richest green.

Here, too, is an equable atmosphere, sufficiently

warm and dry in the winter months, and not

41
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loaded with moisture and poisonous effluvia in

summer. Are not all the climactic wants of the

phthisical patient here fully met? Indeed, there

is nothing on this continent or Europe that can

compare with it, even fair famed Italy must

yield the palm to the M Lone Star."

"The very circumstances," says Dr. James

Johnson, " which forms the charm, the attrac-

tion, the theme of praise, in the Italian climate,

is that which renders it dangerous, because

deceitful—the long interval of fine weather

between vicisitudes of great magnitude. This is

the bane of Italy, whose brilliant sky and balmy

sephyrs flatter only to betray. They first enervate

the constitution, and when the body is ripe for

the tramontane, the ruthless blast descends from

the mountains on the helpless victim, more

fierce and destructive than the outlawed bandit

on the unsuspecting traveller."

After remarking upon the humidity of the

atmosphere, he adds: " Northern strangers, and

more especially invalids, unaccustomed to a genial

atmosphere in the depth of winter, sally forth to

enjoy the glorious sunshine or the resplendent

moonlight of Italy, and like the Grecian shepherd,

" * exulting in the sight,

Eye the blue vault, and bless the cheerful light.'

But they have too often reason to curse in the

sequel, the seductive climate of the classic, which

mingles the poisonous miasma with the refresh-

ing breezes, and thus conveys the germ of future

maladies on the wings of fragrant zephyrs."*

II. Florence, Naples, and Nice, a Residence for

Phthisical Invalids.

For years European physicians have been in

the habit of sending their phthisical patients to

Florence, Naples, and Nice-, the latter place in

particular is the chosen spot—the consumptive's

paradise. The mean temperature of this place

in winter is 48°. But it is subject to cold easterly

winds, and during their prevalence the air is

damp and foggy. The transitions of temperature

are also very sudden, producing as all our best

writers admit, the most injurious effects upon all

invalids who are in a critical condition.

Years ago that great and good physician, Sir

James Clarke, condemned this place as a resi-

dence for phthisical invalids. Here is his em-

phatic utterance, " "When this disease is complica-

ted with any inflammatory, or highly irritable state

of the mucous membrane of the larynx, trachea,

bronchia, or of the stomach, Nice is decidedly an

unfavorable climate ; and without extreme care

on the part of such patients, and a very strict

* Change of Air, or the Philosophy of Travelling, &c,

regimen, the complaint will in all probability be

aggravated by a residence here. Indeed, the

cases of consumption which ought to be sent to

Nice are of rare occurrence."*

All who have examined this subject with that

care which its importance demands, must have

discovered that the best climate for a phthisical

patient is one which is dry, equable, and of

rather low temperature. Indeed, a low tempera-

ture is much to be preferred to a uniformly high

temperature, because it generally exerts a tonic

and stimulating effect upon the system, while a

high one produces general debility and exhaus-

tion. It is no doubt owing to this low tempera-

ture of the atmosphere, that even in summer, the

climate of St. Paul and Marquette has proved so

beneficial to individuals suffering with pulmonary

tuberculosis. It appears to tone up the nervous

forces, sharpen the appetite, promote digestion,

and prompts to exercise, all of which are very

desirable, indeed, absolutely needed in mitigating

this wasting malady.

For a summer residence for phthisical patients,

the places just named are as good as any that

can be found. But when winter comes they are

too cold; and I have yet to see the first consump-

tive who has remained in either place all winter,

who has not been positively injured. Not so,

however, with Georgetown, or Clarksville, Texas.

Clarksville in particular is my favorite location

for phthisical patients the year round. Its site is

healthy, and it has a dry and equable climate.

Pulmonary disorders are exceedingly rare. Dr.

B. Norris of the United States army, who spent

some time in its vicinity, regards the climate of

this place as very beneficial to persons suffering

with phthisis, and was not acquainted with a

single case of the disorder that had originated

there f

Previous to our great war, I sent several

patients affected with pulmonary tuberculosis to

Texas, all of whom were more or less benefited,

and in one instance a permanent cure was affec-

ted. This was the case of a merchant who had

been under my care for nearly a year. I had

quite exhausted my stock of therapeutics upon

him, and began to look for breakers. At this

time he had a vomica of considerable magnitude

in the left lung, with physical signs of crude

tubercular deposits in the right. He had lost

flesh and strength, but was still able to attend to

his business. One day when conversing with

* Clark on the Influence of Climate in the Prevention

and Cure of Chronic Diseases, page 122.

f See Statistical Report of the ?ickne?s and Mortality

in the Army of the United States for 1358—page 190.
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him, I carelessly remarked, that I thought the

best way for him to get relief for his malady

would be to go to Texas. Imagine my surprise

a few days afterwards, when a friend told me
that he had made up his mind to go. This was
about the middle of October—he went, spent a

pleasant winter, and came home about the first

of June, very much improved in general health,

with a marked mitigation of the local disorder

in the lungs. He was so much pleased with the

country that he concluded to make it his perma-

nent home. He returned early in the fall,

bought a farm near Clarksville, kept a large

number of sheep, and engaged in all the active

duties of a farmer's life. His health was per-

manently restored. I shall ever believe that his

life was saved by going to Texas.

In thus commending Texas as a residence for

phthisical invalids, I do not wish any practi-

tioner to send his patients there simply upon my
authority. Others have eulogized the country

and its climate, as a place of residence for indi-

viduals suffering with this disorder, far beyond
anything that I have said. Allow me to quote

the opinion of one who has given more attention

to the study of climate, and its influence in re-

tarding phthisis, than any other American writer

with whom I am acquainted, one who had tried

the influence of various climates, without any
very material benefit. I refer to the distin-

guished and lamented Dr. L. M. Lawson.

In his "Practical Treatise on Phthisis Pulmo-
nalis," page 530, we find the following: " It is a
conceded fact, however, that the climate of Texas
is favorable to consumptives, not only during the

winter, but also in the summer. Indeed, it is

probable that a residence the year round would
be preferable to a temporary sojourn during the

winter. But if this course be adopted, it is ne-

cessary that the summer be spent in the more
northern portions where the temperature is

seldom oppressive. Indeed, throughout the

entire country, the Gulf breeze renders the

summer nights cool and invigorating. Examples
are by no means rare of persons predisposed to

the disease, or with it actually developed, entirely

recovered by a protracted sojourn in Texas."

III. Cold, not a Primary Cause of Tuberculosis.

But some may ask, why do you prefer a low
temperature to a high one for your tubercular

patient? Because I do not consider cold a pri-

mary cause of the disease. It is true, most all

of the old writers in the practice of medicine
regarded cold as one of its great causes. If pul-

monary tuberculosis was the offspring of pneu-

monitis, then cold might be regarded its primary

cause ; for this disorder is more frequently pro-

duced by cold than any other cause. Tubercle

is not the product of inflammation ; it is a degen-

erated material eliminated from the blood, having

physical and microscopical elements specifically

its own. We are willing, however, to admit,

that when tubercles have been exuded into the

pulmonary tissues, they may be developed more

speedily by undue exposure to cold, and the in-

flammation which often supervenes. Indeed it

is still an open question, whether persons who
have suffered from pneumonitis, are more subject

to pulmonary tuberculosis than others. From
my own observation I would say that they were

not.

That cold is not a primary cause of tubercu-

losis may also be inferred from the fact, that it

is not so common in cold countries as warm.

Thus at Stockholm, the capital of Sweden,

sixty persons out of a thousand die with phthisis.

At St. Petersburg, sixty-six in the same number.

These cities are in a northern clime where the

winters are extremely cold. At London and

Paris about two hundred and thirty-six die in a

thousand. The climate of these two cities is

temperate. In the city of New York and Phila-

delphia the mortality from the disease is a frac-

tion less than two-hundred in a thousand. The

climate of these cities is changeable, but for the

most part cold. In nearly all the southern cities

of this country, particularly those situated on

the Atlantic coast, phthisis causes about one-

fifth of the mortality. In the West Indies,

where the climate is very warm, tuberculosis is

very common, constituting a large mortality, es-

pecially among the negroes, one half of whom, it

is said, die with this disorder. In the East

Indies considerable numbers fall victims to this

wasting malady. At the extreme north, accord-

ing to Dr. Kane, phthisis is almost unknown.

If, then, this disease originated from cold, we

would naturally expect to find it more frequent

in northern than southern climes. More frequent

at Stockholm and St. Petersburg, than in Paris,

London or New York. More common in the

in the latter places than in many of our southern

cities; but such is not the case. Locality has

more to do with the production of this disease

than temperature. This has been clearly demon-

strated by the researches of Dr. Henry I. Bow-

ditch of Boston. In his address delivered before

the Massachusetts Medical Society, May 2S,

1862, on "Consumption in New England, or,

Locality one of its Chief Causes," he maintains

the following propositions

:
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"1st. A residence on or near a damp soil,

whether that dampness be inherent in the soil

itself or caused by percolation from adjacent

ponds, rivers, meadows or springs, is one of the

principle causes of consumption in Massachu-

setts, probably in New England, and possibly in

other portions of the globe.

" 2d. Consumption can be checked in its

career, and possibly, nay probably, prevented in

some instances by attending to this law."

Dr. Bowditch has produced a large mass of

evidence to prove these propositions. It is testi-

mony gathered from his own experience and a

large number of physicians, in the state of Massa-

setts, engaged in the active duties of their voca-

tion. With few exceptions, they all bear testi-

mony to the fact, that in certain localities the

inhabitants are more obnoxious to phthisis than

in others, and that those places are commonly

very damp. Indeed, it has been proven years

ago by the mortuary statistics of the United

States army, that the deaths from phthisis at

maritime stations are more than double what

they are further inland, and all places surround,

ed by water, or valleys made verdant by flowing

streams, are more productive of this scourge of

humanity than dry mountainous regions.

But I must confess, from my own observation,

that change of climate or locality has very little

influence in mitigating or retarding confirmed

pulmonary tuberculosis; and that those indi-

viduals who are seeking a remedy from these

sources alone, are pursuing a phantom. I am
well satisfied, that we frequently make a great

mistake, in ordering our phthisical patients from
all the comforts of home, and kind friends, to a

new and untried locality and climate. I have
met with many instances where it had a very

unfavorable influence upon the successful treat-

ment of the malady. In most cases the invalid

expects to derive some specific virtues from the

locality or climate. He, therefore, quietly seats

himself down, discards or neglects other efficient

therapeutical measures, and waits for the coveted

"blessing. But it never comes, and cannot, with-

out the diligent employment of such medical
agencies as are known to have an influence in
correcting the tubercular diathesis, and the arrest-
ingthe local lesion. No matter how favorable
the local and climatic advantages, the latter must
not be neglected, if the disease is in any wav
mitigated or successfully treated.

Edmund R. Peaslee, M. D., is announced
to deliver a course of private lectures for young
men at the rooms of the Young Men's Christian
Association, No. 161 Fifth avenue. The first was
given on the evening of January 8th.

CARCINOMA WITH PERICARDITIS.

Pathological Specimen Examined before the

Allen Co. Indiana Medical Society.

By H. P. Ayres, M. D.,

Fort Wayne, Ind.

The patient was fifty-two years old, five feet

seven inches high, squarely built, dark bushy

hair and beard, with an unusual amount of hair

on the chest and limbs. His face was full and

red
5
eyes small, deeply sunken and dark. The

face and entire contour of the man, indicated a

good constitution and healthy person. His father

died aged eighty-four years, his mother eighty

;

only one member of the family consumptive; no

known carcinoma. The patient was uniformly

temperate and moral in every respect.

About three years ago he was attacked with

what was supposed to be intermittent fever, a."

tended with a pain running across the breast.

Similar paroxysms became periodical, occurring

every four or five months, but gradually short-

ening the interval. Sometimes they were at-

tended with a tearing, excruciating pain, but

always with a superficial pain, embracing the

arms, clavicles, and first four ribs. During

these paroxysms, to obtain an easy position, he

was at times compelled to lean forward; all the

symptoms were relieved with morphine; during

the interim, there was an entire freedom from

pain, and he was able to attend to business,

feeling perfectly well.

One year before death he had an attack, last-

ing three weeks, of excessive expectoration of

offensive sputa, which was tenacious, and per-

manently stained every thing upon which it fell.

During the period of two years, he had two

attacks of bulging, or swelling of the upper part

of the chest, but the symptom disappeared in a

few days; it occurred again during his last sick-

ness, to which I will refer.

The mind during this period would at times

be desponding, almost amounting to a wish for

self-destruction ;
like to the pain, it was paroxys-

mal, followed by an entire freedom from depres-

sion. In June, 1868, he had a severe attack of

pain in the upper part of the chest, which was

attended with dyspnoea and prostration, but from

which he rallied in a few days, and returned to

his vocation.

In two weeks he had another attack, from

which we commence an account of his last sick- I

ness. I may here remark, that for two years he

had occasional attacks of dyspnoea, with an asth-

matic rale, but they elicited no special attention.
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In this last attack, there was a recurrence of

the pain, with rigors, in the upper part of the

breast, involving the clavicles and first four ribs,

but he did not complain of any deep-seated pain,

neither was there any special evidence, from

pain, of a malignant trouble. The tongue was

clear and moist, not indicating any gastric trou-

ble. The bowels were regular, and the foeces

healthy. Notwithstanding this condition, the

patient was exceedingly nervous 5 the pulse one

hundred and twenty ; sometimes so rapid and

weak, they could scarcely be counted or felt;

these symptoms were induced by any motion,

erect position, talking, or any excitement. The
dyspnoea and asthmatic breathing became contin-

uous, excepting when under the influence of mor-

phine, which always relieved it. His position

was generally on the back, or right side, being

unable to lie on the left, on account of a sense of

weight, and increased dyspnoea.

The liver was enlarged, elongated, and hard.

Upon its surface could be distinctly felt large

knobs or bunches, yet there was no special ten-

derness, excepting near the base of the organ.

As the disease progressed, the neck and face of

the patient became exceedingly oedematous, al-

most closing the eyes; the jugular veins were

continuously overloaded ; the superficial veins of

the head, and neck, and right arm, stood out

with excessive distinction, all indicating an

unaccountable and greatly impeded circulation.

Immediately above the middle third of each

clavicle there was a nonpulsating tumor, three

inches long, and one and a half in diameter.

The skin of the face, neck, and arms was of a

cyanotic appearance, and frequently covered with

large drops of cold perspiration. The dyspnoea,

which was almost continuous, sometimes became
orthopnoe'c, and threatened to terminate life in-

stantly. Every exertion to get up, which he did

do to near his last, to speak, and, finally, every

effort to swallow, would so increase the action of

the heart, that the patient would call on some
one to hold it,, "to prevent it jumping out/'

Almost all the pain had been felt in the upper

part of the chest. Three weeks before death there

was a metastasis, and the seat of pain was in the

region of the heart, but there was no special

change in the symptoms.

In the early part of his last sickness, there

was the normal action of the. apex of the heart

against the parietes of the chest; this gradually

diminished, and finally disappeared; the sounds

and impulse of the organ moving to the centre

of the sternum. Percussion had revealed an

unusual dulness over the cardiac region, extend-

ing from near the superior to the lower end of

the sternum. No abnormal dulness could be

found over any other portion of the chest, except-

ing over the liver. The spine was free from any

soreness.

Auscultation demonstrated the lungs to be

pervious to air, excepting in the region under

the breast bone.

No special sounds could be heard in the chest,

excepting that which usually attends asthma, and

a mucus rale in the bronchial tubes. The action

of the heart varied, sometimes irregular, rapid,

short, with an entire want of the "lubb tup"

sound. They were heard over the entire dull

part, but more intensely over the heart; the im-

pulse of the organ was not usually great, yet

there were periods of intense palpitation. As I

have remarked, there were two periods in which
the breast bone and ribs were bulging, or pushed

out; during the last sickness this phenomena
became a marked and permanent characteristic,

and had the appearance of suppurating, there

being one point of some tenderness. The most

prominent and continuous source of suffering,

excepting the dyspnoea, was a periodical nausea,

occurring in the morning, which could only be

relieved by an opiate. At no time previous, as

far as I could ascertain, nor during my atten-

tions to him, did he either by complaint or fever
?

give any indication of inflammatory action; or

of the changes and accumulating mass going on

in his body. Obscurity usually attends pericar-

ditis; it may be so insidious and stealthy in ad-

vancement, that we are hardly aware of its

presence* but I cannot conceive how there can

be such an amount of organic lesion and func-

tional depravity, without the most exquisite suf-

fering. Men of great fortitude and endurance

may bear a large amount of suffering without

complaint, but such was not the case in this in-

stance; the patient was nervous, irritable, and
complaining in any sickness ; but during the

accumulation of the mass of disease found in his

body, there was no complaining or suffering,

more than I have intimated.

As my object is not to detail the treatment, I

entirely omit it, hoping it was judicious and care-

fully ordered under all the circumstances. My
object is to show the difficulties and obscurities

surrounding the case, when compared with the

revelations of the post mortem examination.

The prominent symptoms were :

1st. Periodical pain or spasm occurring three

or four times for over one year, sometimes slight,

sometimes excruciating.

2d. Expectoration of sticky, coloring sputa.
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Depression of mind, paroxysmal.

Abnormal action of heart.

Diseased liver.

Cyanotic skin above the heart,

3d. Occasional dyspnoea and asthmatic breath

ing.

4 th.

5th.

6th.

7th. Cyanotic skin above the heart, with

oedema.

8th. Nausea of stomach, periodical.

9th. Swelling or bulging of the superior por-

tion of sternum.

Post mortem examination, fifteen hours after

death.

Subject much emaciated, oedema of face, neck

and right arm remained.

Mesenteric veins engorged, tissue dark, tender

and easily torn. In the pylorus were found three

cysts of carcynomatous deposit as large as a

medium sized hazlenut. The liver was elongated

and thickened near the base, the right lobe

weighed fifty-six ounces. The entire surface was

mottled with greyish deposits of carcinomatous

matter, varying in size from a small pea, to three

inches in diameter, some of these deposits were in

nodes, or knobs, standing out from the surface of

the liver. One of these deposits was over three

inches in diameter, and in the upper edge of the

lower third of the right lobe, a grey ring formed

the boundary, the centre was darker and deeply

cupshaped.

The sternum could only be removed by dis-

secting through a dense encephaloid tissue, three

and a half inches wide at the middle of the

breast bone, but diminishing some as it extended

to the ensiform cartilage and superior portion of

the bone. When the sternum was removed, no
part of the appendages of the heart could be

seen
; the organ was almost perpendicular with

and under the sternum. The mediastinum was
incorporated, or obliteratad in this accumulation

of fibrous matter. The entire surface of this

mass was a fatty, fibrous one, and so solid that

when moved in one part the whole mass was
moved. The mediastinal edge of each Inng was
adherent, or incorporated in this body, while the

remainder of the lungs was entirely free from

any deposit; a portion of the left lung was
engorged with blood. There were numerous,

and strong old adhesions over the upper part of

the left lung while the right was entirely free.

This mass when removed, weighed fifty-six

ounces. Incorporated in it, was the heart, peri-

cardium, aorta, vena cavas, vena azygos, thoracic

duct, with the tissues around them, no one of

which could be separated from the mass without

dissection. The heart, as I have remarked, had

been drawn from its proper position and imbeded

in this carcynomatous exudation when it only had

room for a limited action. The pericardium was

adherent to the heart, which was much atrophied,

its length being only three inches, its diameter

two and a half, the organ was pale and soft.

The walls of the right auricle were unusually

thin for an atrophied heart; attached to the

inner walls of the auricle was a pedunculated

tumor, one and a quarter inches long, with three

cysts in its free extremity, of a similar exuda-

tion already spoken of. The trachea and bron-

chial tubes were surrounded, or encased by this

abnormal matter. A short distance above the

bifurcation the trachea was so much contracted

that the end of the little finger could not be

introduced. The vena cava decendens was con-

stricted in a similar manner, and in the con-

stricted part, a recent plug, in a state of semi-

organization.

The immediate cause of death was a slow

strangulation, caused by the accumulation of

matter around the trachea.

In forming a diagnosis in this case there was

a great want of concurrence in the symptoms
;

even the most prominent symptoms, those of

pericarditis, needed concurring evidence to satisfy

the mind of its existence ; and the post mortem

examination only revealed the cause of some

of the phenomena which I have before intimated.

TETANUS: RECOVERY.

By Wm. H. Gtjnkle, M. D.

Of Frazer, Pa.

Amos T., aged 21 years, born a cripple. Talipes

varus of both feet. Right hand deformed and

almost useless, the left being the only fully

developed and useful member of his body. This

he unfortunately thrust into a threshing machine,

lacerating it badly (October 1st, 1868) rendering

amputation of the two middle fingers at the

middle of the first phalanges necessary. The
wounds healed kindly, and all things went well

until the eleventh day, when the patient com-

plained of dyspnoea ; this was followed shortly

by contractions of the muscles of the back,

stiffness of the jaws, and more or less spasmo-

dic contraction of the ontire muscular system,

showing pointedly the character of the case.

The gravity of the case induced me to call in

consultation,' Dr. Price of West Chester. We
agreed to put the patient on a decided course of

anodyne, tonic and stimulating treatment, with

as strong a diet as the stomach would receive.

He was accordingly given one third of a grain

of morphia (sulph.) every two hours, alternating
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with two grains of quinia in two ounces of whisky,

(that is taking a dose of medicine every hour) with

as much beef-mutton and chicken soup (made

rich) as he could take. A strong lye poultice

was applied to the hand. This course of treat-

ment was continued for ten days without change

(except the increase of morphia to half a grain

when muscular contraction gave way—during

this time the bowels were constipated, no atten

tion paid to them except by enema; these failed

to have the desired effect after a time, and they

were left alone.

On the eleventh day violent vomiting and

purging set in. Considerable blood was thrown

up and ejected from the bowels—the vomiting

was allayed by small doses of hyd. chlo. mit.,

every half hour, when the stomach was sufficient-

ly settled
; the bowels were controlled by a pill of

opium, gr.j., plumb. acetat., gr.ij., hyd. cum. cret.

gr. j., and ipecac, gr. J (pulv.) every four hours,

when convalescence set in, and our patient was
speedily restored to health, and continues well.

Our great point in the treatment of the case

was to give power and tone to the nervous sys-

tem, to resist the inroads of local irritation—at

the same time subduing that irritation as much
as possible. How far we succeeded our patient

can testify.

OVARIAN DROPSY CURED BY TAPPING.

By Hiram Corliss, M. D.,

Of Greenwich, Washington County, N. Y.

Mrs. M., aged 53 years, of Saratoga, first felt

a disagreeable sensation in her side, a little above
her right hip, in 1863. It continued in that lo-

cality about one year, and then left the right

side, and became located in the left. She then

discovered a small tumor about the bigness of a

two-ounce ball, which continued slowly to in-

crease. Three years from its first appearance in

the left side, it had extended quite across the ab-

domen, during the whole of which time she expe-

rienced no pain in the part.

Her catamenia had been regular until October,

1866; it then at once ceased altogether, at which
time the tumor began to increase and extend ra-

pidly. Her bowels for years had been habitu-

ally constipated.

I was called to consult, in her case, with Dr.

Preston, her family physician, on the 16th of

December, 1867. I then appointed another visit

to be made on the 20th, but her suffering became
so great that they sent for me the next day, the

messenger saying she could not live but a short

time without relief.

On the 18th I visited her again with Dr. Pres"

ton. At this visit I tapped the tumor through

the vagina with a long, curved trocar, and drew
off five quarts of a dark-brown liquid. After

only a few moments, she became perfectly com-

fortable. I then informed her that probably

within a few weeks it would fill again.

On the 9th of January, 1868, I was sent for

again. I then drew off four quarts. At this

time the fluid was less dark, but very fetid. After

this tapping I introduced a silver canula, through,

which there was free ingress and egress for all

fluids. For a number of weeks we frequently in-

jected an alkaline solution through the canula,

thus washing out the sac. The opening into the

sac, in this place of operating, being in the lower

and pending part, gave a free exit to all fluid

contents, and for this reason, this place of operat-

ing has a decided advantage over all others; and

with this advantage, I can conceive of no reason

why we may not as often succeed by injection in

cases of ovarian dropsy, as in cases of hydro-

cele.

The discharge for a few days after the second

tapping, was very fetid, but soon became less so.

The canula accidentally came out after being

in eight weeks; but the discharge continued five

weeks without it, and then ceased entirely for

one week ; then a discharge of one gill took

place. This time the discharge continued only

about three hours, and then stopped finally,

since which there has been no swelling nor any

discharge. After the second tapping she began

to be more comfortable, and her general health

began to improve, and after about three months

she was able to take care of her household

affairs.

I have been requested by a number of distin-

guished surgeons to report the case, but I have

not until now, leaving full time for its return.

But after so long a time, being about one year,

and there being no symptoms of its return, I

think the case may be considered both a perfect

and a permanent cure.

Concretions in the Joints of the Extremities, in

a Child.

At a clinic in the University of Pennsylvania

on October 14th, 1868, Professor Carson pre-

sented a girl, set. 4 years, of fair development,

who had concretions in the joints of her elbows

fingers, knees, ankles and toes. She has never

had rheumatism, nor have her parents been affect-

ed with rheumatism or gout as far as could be

ascertained. Has pain in the affeeted joints,

difficulty of locomotion, and is very timid. The
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deposit began when she was one year of age, at

which time she suffered a severe attack of diar-

rhoea, and had also been very ill from the effects

of vaccination. A. A. H.

Hospital Reports.

Jefferson Medical College, ]

Philad., Dec. 16th, 1868.
j

Tracheotomy.

Performed by Prof. Samuel D. Gross, at the Surerical

Clinic of the Jefferson Medical College, Dec. 16th, 1868.

Reported by A. J. Allison.

John Rheineman, aet. 3 years, on the 15th of

September, while playing with several children

of his own age, and having his mouth filled with

water melon seeds, was suddenly seized with a

fit of laughter which caused the seeds to be

violently expelled from his mouth. Immediately

afterward he was seized with a prolonged and

severe spell of coughing. It was supposed, there-

fore, by his parents that he had gotten one of the

seeds into his windpipe. Since that time—full

three months ago—the little fellow has had
severe and frequent spells of spasmodic coughing

lasting for a length of time, and have been

annoying the child's health very seriously.

The diagnosis in this case had to be founded

entirely on circumstantial evidence. Neither aus-

cultation nor percussion gave any certain know-
ledge of the whereabouts or abode of the foreign

body. Its size though would entitle the belief of

its not stopping short of the bifurcation of the

trachea.

The length of time since the occurrence of the

accident, and the various causes of death which
may arise after an operation—namely, inflamma-

tion of the lungs, or of the mucus lining mem-
brane of the tube, etc., all go to make the prog-

nosis an uncertain one.

The little patient, having been thoroughly put

under the influence of ether, with a few drops of

chloroform added to the sponge, was placed full

on his back with a pillow under his shoulders and
neck. His head was then depressed and firmly

held in the hands of an assistant, thus making
the median line of the neck very prominent. An
incision was made through the skin in the

median line of the neck beginning at the base of

the cricoid cartilage, and extending to within a

quarter of an inch of the top of the sternum.

The deep fascia was then divided, and the con-

tiguous borders of the sterno-hyoid and sterno-

thyroid muscles were next separated with the

handle of the bistoury. In the same manner the

loose areolar tissue, containing the inferior

thyroid vessels was separated from the front of

the trachea, divided and drawn aside by means

of a blunt hook in the hands of an assistant, who
retained it there. The wound was now cleared

of blood by means of a sponge, leaving the

trachea freely exposed. The knife was then

thrust into the trachea, with its back toward the

sternum, and at right angles with the tube ; thus -

avoiding injury to the great vessels lying at the

root of the neck. The incision was carried J

upward through three or four of the cartilaginous 4

rings or to the inferior edge of the isthmus of the j]

thyroid gland. Immediately on the opening of

the trachea an effort at coughing was induced by

the free access of air to the irritated parts, but 4
considerably suppressed by the anaesthetized con-

(

dition of the patient, The wound was distended

by a pair of dilating forceps, and the boy was

inverted and lustily clapped on the chest, both i

back and front, without effect. The patient was
j

then placed in the recumbent position. And I

very soon afterward a violent fit of coughing

began, ending in the expulsion of the eagerly

looked for seed, at the wound.

The difficulties experienced in this case were

an extremely short and fat neck, making a truly I

delicate and dangerous operation. There was

not the loss of a teaspoonful of blood. The seed

to all appearances was of the natural size and

shape, and unchanged in any one respect. The

patient's general health must be cared for, and
" vis medicatrix naturae" will be assigned the

duty of closing up the parts. Good broths, soups,

etc., will compose his diet.

t , !

Large Salivary Calculi.

Our esteemed correspondent, Dr. H. E. Tax
Rygersma, of St. Martin's Island, West Indies,

has sent us some remarkable specimens of sal-

ivary calculi. Two of them are as large as lima

beans. They were taken from the mouth of a

negro woman about fifty years of age. The first

calculus was extracted by a French surgeon, and

was the size of a pigeon's egg. The excretory

duct of the submaxillary gland, Dr. R. describes

as completely changed into a bag, and will

readily admit a grain of corn. This keeps up

the tendency to calculous deposit, and Dr. R.

has taken them out at three different times

within the last eighteen months.

Such specimens are among the rarities of pa-

thological cabinets.
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Scarlet Fever.

The subjoined sensible remarks from the Medi-

cal Times and Gazette, may be taken home and

digested by many a corporation in this country.

"If anything were wanting to show that scar-

let fever belongs to the same class of diseases

with erysipelas, hospital gangrene, typhoid fever,

and the like, it is the identity of the questions

which arise from time to time as to their origin

and propagation. Some years ago the doctrine

was that scarlet fever was propagated exclu-

sively by infection ; and even after typhoid was

known to be caused by sewer poison, the idea

that the same could be the case with scarlet fever

was treated as fanatical. By the way, so far as

we know, this idea was first enounced by Br.

Druitt in a lecture on the sanitary state of

dwelling-houses, at the Royal Institution in 1859.

Now, however, both doctrines seem to be held

with even balance. No one can deny the spread-

ing of scarlet fever from sick to healthy; but the

correlated doctrine that it can be generated, or

at least increased and propagated, by filth of all

sorts, but more especially by sewer filth, is also

acquiring daily greater prominence. So that, as

with questions of quarantine, whilst contagion

is justly shunned, the foul conditions of air,

earth, and water, which intensify contagion, are

still more justly denounced. A letter which Dr.

Carpenter, of Croydon, has published in the

Times of November 24th, bears valuable testi-

mony to the true sources of danger. We know

for a fact that persons who would refuse to come

within half a mile of a scarlet fever patient, and

who profess dread at the smallest piece of scarf-

skin that peels off, will yet breathe and drink

sewer vapor and sewer water with sublime un-

consciousness of danger. Dr. Carpenter says of

scarlet fever:

"In most cases its destructive effects maybe
traced to some recently disturbed cesspool. It

is severe with those living in an atmosphere such

a condition engenders ; it is slight with those

not exposed to such influence; and this is the

case with the majority of those living upon lines

of sewers which are properly flushed and well

ventilated; not, however, on the elongated cess-

pools under streets of great cities.

" It is more particularly the truth of the asser-

tion that scarlet fever depends wholly upon con-

tagion for its production that I wish to chal"

lenge, and for the following reasons: I have

twice been able to trace an outbreak of scarlet

fever most distinctly to the spreading of slaugh-

ter-house manure upon market gardens—in one

case 500 yards distant from the houses affected

by it. The manure was spread and left exposed

upon the ground for three days, to windward of

some houses situated upon higher ground. They

were all detached from each other, and not com-

municating with each other. Five days after

the manure was thus exposed, seven cases of

scarlet fever occurred simultaneously in six of

the houses thus circumstanced. Not one of the

parties affected knew any of the others, and

there was no circumstance common to each, ex-

cept the one I have mentioned. The symptoms

of the fever were most marked, but the ordinary

means of isolation being adopted, there was no

spreading of the disease after its first appear-

ance. The manure was ploughed in as soon as

complaint of the stench was made. In the other

case the impossibility of contagion was less

marked, but many isolated cases occurred in a

district exposed to the influence of slaughter-

house manure. They all occurred, as far as I

could learn, simultaneously, or nearly so, and

there was no continuance of the disease.

" Now, while slaughtering goes on as it does

in large cities, while the refuse is used is a

manure, and carted without preparation over

the country in hot seasons and spread over the

land, while cesspool matter is used in the same

way, while blood from slaughtering-places finds

its way into sewers and putrefies there, the par-

ticular ferment producing scarlet fever is thus

set free. Scarlet fever will continue to occur, in

spite of all other sanitary improvements, and

while such cases do arise, its propagation will

occur in ways quite impossible to discover, the

penalties inflicted by the sanitary act notwith-

standing. Every medical man attending the

poor in great cities is aware of this. I have

seen poor persons at work as tailors, as uphol-

sterers, as weavers, and other trades, in the same

room as that in which their children, sick with

scarlet fever, were lying, I have remonstrated

with them upon the danger to others by such a

course. They have asked, with tears in their

eyes, if they and their sick little ones were to

starve. Thus the disease is introduced into the

households of the rich from the dwellings of the

poor, and the vengeance of Providence falls upon

those who, as a class, are more responsible for

the origin of such diseases than the poor among

whom it may first be engendered. We ought nofe
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to allow the presence of that matter which pro-

duces the disease—namely, animal matter in a

particular state of decomposition. Remove all

such before decomposition takes place, and you

render scarlet fever comparatively harmless and

infrequent."

Galvano-Puncture.

The British Medical Journal has the following

remarks on this therapeutic method:

Galvano-puncture may be employed with a

view to coagulate the blood in aneurisms and

varices, to cause the destruction and absorption

of tumors and chronic exudations; to produce

absorption in dropsical joints ; and for the pur-

pose of curing neuralgia. Its employment in

the treatment of aneurism an varix depends on

the power of a Galvanic current to cause coagu-

lation of the blood, In defibrinated blood, the

clot produced by it is due to coagulation of the

albumen; but, in living blood, it is, in all proba-

bility, also formed by coagulation of fibrine.

The solidification of the albumen and the fibrine

may be due to the direct action of the Galvanic

current on these bodies, or to the influence of

substances resulting from the electrical decompo-

sition (Electrolysis) of the saline constituents of

the blood
;
probably it is the result of both.

When both poles of a Galvanic battery are

introduced into the blood-vessels of a living

animal—as shown by Duncan an^FitASER
(
Edin-

burgh Medical Journal, August, 1867)—a clot is

formed at each pole. On this account, they

recommend that both the negative and positive

electrodes should be introduced into the aneur-

ismal sac. On this matter, we differ from these

gentlemen. We think that electrodes connected

with the positive pole only, should be introduced

within the blood-vessels. Our reasons for this

are the following. The clot produced at the

positive pole is dense and firm, that at the nega-

tive (zinc) pole is soft and yielding; the gas

generated at the positive pole is readily absorbed,

that liberated at the negative pole is not so. We,
therefore, deprecate the introduction of the nega-

tive (zinc) pole into the blood-current, because it

produces a soft yielding clot, and gas which is

not quickly absorbed. Certainly, the gas is

generated in very minute bubbles, which if

carried away by the current of blood, would, in

all likelihood, do no harm, even if in considerable

quantity ; but we would dread the effect of a

sudden passage into the circulation of a con-

siderable amount of such gas from a large

aneurism, where, as the result of the electrolytic

treatment, it might have accumulated. Besides,

r

experience suffices to show, that aneuri.-rus may
be healed when the positive pole only is placed

within the sac. The introduction of the negative

pole need not, therefore, be considered necessary.
||

From one to four steel needles, with their,

shafts coated with vulcanite, their points gilded,

and their other ends provided with screws for

attaching wires should be connected with the

positive pole of a battery, consisting of four

Bunsen's or of six Daniell's elements, of the

ordinary size. The number of needles used

must vary with the size of the aneurism. Accord-

ing to Fromuot/d (Meyer's Elertricitat in ihrer

Anwendung aufpractischc Medizin, 1SG8, p. 399),

the strength of the current employed ought to be

such as to produce in a minute acoagulum of the

size of a bean at the positive pole, when it is

passed through white of egg. With the negative

pole, a large flat metallic plate ought to be con-

nected; and this should be placed in contact

with the skin, at a distance of five or six inches

from the aneurism. A layer of moistened sponcre

should be interposed between the metallic plate

and the skin, to prevent undue irritation of the

latter. The current may be transmitted for

several minutes—at intervals of some days
;

thif»,

of course, depending on the size and state of the

aneurism. The flow of the blood through the

aneurism ought, if possible, to be arrested during,

and for some time after, the passage of the cur-

rent. This mode of treating aneurism and

varix deserves, on account of the success which

has attended it, to be more generally adopted.

The experience of Dr. Althaus (British Medi-

cal Journal, pp. 521 and 534, 1867) serves to

show that many tumors may be successfully

treated by Galvano-puncture. He recommends

that needles, connected with the negative (zinc)

pole only, should be introduced into the tumorj:

while the positive pole should be in the form of a

plate covered with moist sponge placed in con-

tact with the skin. The textures seem to be

destroyed, either by the direct action of the

Galvanic current, or of the substances produced

by the electrolysis. A battery, consisting of

fifteen Daniell's elements, should in general be

employed.

Galvano-puncture has sometimes been the

means of producing absorption of the fluid in

dropsical joints when other treatment has failed.

Only three or four Daniell's elements should be

used in such a case; and the current ought not

to be passed through the joint for more than a

few minutes at a time. In cases of obstinate

sciatica, we think that Galvano-puncture might

be tried. Its employment in such cases would



be in strict accordance -frith the fundamental

electro-therapeutical principle of treatment in

loco morbi. When hydrops articuli and neuralgia

are treated by Galvano-puncture, a battery, con-

sisting of two, or at most three, Daniell's ele-

ments, should at first be tried. In the case of

sciatica or other neuralgia, hydrops articuli, and

some tumors, such as enlarged glands, Galvano-

puncture should not be resorted to, until Gal-

vanisation by placing the electrodes simply in

contact with the skin has had a fair trial.

mic acid, is immense. The preparations will

take color from carminate of ammonia, and may
be prepared in glycerine.

—

Lancet.

ITew Modes of Preparing Objects for the
Microscope.

In Mr. Lockhart Clarke's essay on the Inti-

mate Structure of the Brain, contained in the

Philosophical Transactions for 1868, we read that

Gerlach now hardens the cord in a a solution of

bichromate of ammonia of the strength of from

one to two per cent. The sections are then put

into a solution of one part of chloride of gold

and potasssium to 10,000 parts of water, slightly

acidulated either with vinegar or hydrochloric

acid, for ten or twelve hours ; when the white

substance becomes of a pale lilac, while the gray

substance is scarcely colored. They are then

placed in a mixture of 1 part of hydrochloric acid

to 2000 or 3000 parts of water for a few minutes.

After this, the sections are steeped for about ten

minutes in a mixture of one part of hydrochloric

acid to 1000 parts of 60 per cent, alcohol, and

then for some minutes in absolute alcohol; after

which they are made transparent by means of

creasote, and put up in Canada balsam. Mr.

Clarke adds, " This is rather a complicated pro-

cess." A much simpler method has been pro-

posed by M. Rauvier in the last number of

Brown-Sequard's Archives of Physiology, which

consists in the employment of picric or carba-

zotic acid. This acid is only moderately soluble

in water, and a saturated solution may therefore

be employed. It possesses the further advantage

of being very cheap. It is admirably adapted

for all tissues containing much blood, and there-

fore for specimens of liver, lung, etc. It appears

to act by effecting coagulation of the albuminous

substances, though, unlike alcohol and chromic

acid, it does not occasion any fusion of the con

stituents of the tissue. The red globules retain

their form and characters extremely well. The

portion of tissue required to be examined should

be plunged into the solution, and after the lapse

of twenty-four hours, it will be found to have ac-

quired sufficient firmness to permit of very fine

sections being made with a razor. The saving of

time by this method, as compared with the chro-

Arsenic in Phthisis.

The question of the therapeutical use of arsenic

in phthisis is of much practical interest. It has

been the subject of an able report by M. Herard,

of the Academy of Medicine of Paris, in connec-

tion with a previous communication from M.
Moutard-Martin. M. Moutard-Martin-, one of

the nosocomial physicians of Paris, and an ac-

complished clinical observer, has studied with

great care, and in a severely experimental man-

ner, the physiological and therapeutical action

of arsenic in phthisis. Two points of his re-

searches have been to experimentalize with the

remedy upon both hospital and private patients,

and to exclude every other medicament from the

treatment, so as better to distinguish the effects

of the one under trial. According to M. Herard,

favorable effects are observed in the vast majority

of cases. In the course of a few days only, the

patient revives, the eye shows new life, the com-

plexion is better, the appetite is restored, and

the patient even gains flesh. This beneficial ac-

tion of arsenic is, however, observed in only one

class of phthisical sufferers—those whose diges-

tive- organs have not undergone much impair-

ment. In cases in which there is much impair-

ment of the digestive functions, and in which

vomiting and diarrhoea are already present, the

remedy, far from doing any good, often increases

this condition of the patient. This leads us to

infer that arsenic exercises no local or direct

action in phthisis, and that its good effects are

merely due to its influence upon the functions of

nutrition. M. Herard, however, is inclined to

believe that some direct action is exerted upon

the mucous membrane of the lungs, which serves

to eliminate the remedy ; and in connection

therewith, he refers to the peasants of Lower

Austria, of Styria, and of the Tyrol, who fre-

quently make use of arsenic, because it enables

them to breathe much more freely when climb-

ing up their mountains. With regard to the

action of arsenic upon the functions of nutri-

tion, M. Herard thinks it is two-fold ; not only

does it increase the appetite, either by a direct

stimulating influence on the mucous membrane

of the alimentary canal, or by its general tcnic

and fortifying action, which the digestive organs

would be the first to feel; but it exercises an-

other and most important influence, which con-

ists in moderating the oxidation of tissues, and
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in thus impeding the process of denutrition, as

has been shown by the experiments of Brett-

schneider, Schmidt, and Sturwage, and, still

more recently, by M. Lolliqt, House Surgeon to

the Paris hospitals. This latter investigator

has observed that the administration of arseni-

ous acid, iu doses of ten milligrammes daily,

causes a lowering of the heat of the body, and a

marked diminution in the quantity of urea. The

form in which arsenic is administered preferably

to all others, by MM. Moutard-Martin and He-

rard, is the arsenious acid, prescribed in the

shape of pills or granules, each containing one

milligramme of the substance. Seven or eight of

the granules are administered at first; but the

dose may be speedily carried to ten or fifteen

milligrammes, very seldom to two centigrammes.

M. Herard asserts that with this precaution of

dividing the daily dose, of never giving more

than two millimetres at a time, and of adminis-

tering the granules as often as possible immedi-

ately before the meals, no accident is ever seen

to occur. It is very seldom that the treatment is

suspended or modified through temporary sick-

ness, vomiting, or diarrhoea. When the gran-

ules cannot be administered, an arsenical solu-

tion may be employed in small and increasing

doses-, and recourse may be had to arseniated

mineral baths, such as Bourbole, the Mont Dore,

etc. Whatever the form in which the remedy is

exhibited, M. Herard insists upon the necessity

of suspending the treatment from time to time.

In conclusion, M. Herard is confident that M.
Moutard-Martin's researches have had the re-

sult of establishing the perfect innocuousness of

arsenic when properly employed, and its unde-

niable efficacy in certain forms of tubercular

phthisis.

—

Lancet.

Talleyrand.

To the anecdotes of Talleyrand which have

lately been current, the Annates Medico-Psycho*

logiques adds the following. Talleyrand fled to

America during the French Revolution, and
walked one day with his friend B. on the ram-
pants of New York. The expression of his

friend's face produced such an effect upon him,

that he addressed him in these terms: "Miser-

able man, you wish to kill me/' The other

looked at him in astonishment; and then, burst-

ing into tears, avowed that the idea had occurred

to him, and that at that moment he had been

waiting for an opportunity to throw him into the

sea.

Reviews and Book Notices,

Clinical Lectures on Diseases of the Urinary
Organs, delivered at University College Hospi-
tal. By Sir Henry Thompson. With illu**-

trations. Philadelphia: II. C. Lea. 1869.

1 vol., 8vo., cloth, pp. 204.

These are lectures delivered in colloquial style,

and originally published in the London Lancet.

They deservedly attracted considerable attention

among the profession in England, and were re-

published in book form, at the request of many
readers who wished to have them in a more con-

venient shape for reference than the pages of a

serial. The subjects treated of are stricture of

the urethra, hypertrophy of the prostate, reten-

tion and extravasation of urine, lithotrity and

lithotomy, cystitis and prostatitis, hematuria and

calculus, and paralysis, atony, and tumors of the

bladder.

The illustrations, twenty-one in number, are

cut with average skill, and aid in explaining the

text. The author has already a wide reputation
in this branch of surgery, and his book will be
found a useful monograph.

The Philadelphia System of Obstetrics, In
Twelve parts. Fully illustrated. By J. S.

Longshore, M. D., Professor in the Philadel-

phia University of Medicine and Surgery.
Philadelphia: University Publication Society,

1808. 8vo. 1 vol., leather, pp. 800.

This work, be it noted, emanates from the

Philadelphia University—not the University of

Pennsylvania. The Philadelphia University ia

"neither homoeopathic, allopathic, nor eclectic,

but is all of these at once.*' Therefore, this, the

Philadelphia system of obstetrics (whether pos-

sible or desirable outside of Philadelphia, would

seem a question, and indeed is, in our opinion.)

" embraces the broadest liberal principles upon

which the teachings of that institution are

based/' it has no prejudices against homoeopa-

thy, Thomsonianism, or "any of the dominant

medical sects of the day."

Still, the art of obstetrics is so much of a

mechanical art, and it has been so thoroughly

explored, and every emergency is so well guard-

ed against, that any book of the magnitude of
this one upon it, cannot fail to contain much
that is sound and useful. Dr. Longshore has
been at pains to study up the leading authori-

ties in the English language, and gleans from
them a great many excellent precepts. There
are worse books than his, from men who stand
better with the regular profession, and we cer-

tainly unfeignedly hope that those who get di-

plomas from the University in question will both
buy and read this book, as this will unquestiona-
bly give them a better knowledge of the subject

than most of their fellows have.
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Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence,

News, etc. etc., of general medical interest, are respect-
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Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

4E§* To insure publication, articles must be practical,

brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

We particularly value thepractical experience of coun-

try practitioners, mauy of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfully belongs to the profession.

THE MICBOCOSM and THE MACROCOSM.
The poet tells us that in the days of childhood

we see the beauties and the truths of nature

more clearly than when years have brought the

philosophic mind. So it occasionally seems as if

the earnest workers in science long centuries

ago amidst their darkness and ignorance, yet

caught some glimpses of the grand discoveries

which have made forever memorable our own
generation. Ages before Fulton, a steam ship

had ploughed the French waters; a thousand

years and more before Galileo, the movement of

the earth had been asserted. So in physiology

we discover that some of the most profound specu-

lations on the relations of the individual to the

universal life had been anticipated and expressed,

though under obscure and fantastic forms. Let

us examine this much talked of inter-relation

which exists between the vital force, the princi-

ple of life, and those physical forces which are

the recognized motive powers of matter.

The learned tell us that the latest dicta of

science point unmistakably to a discarding of any

special vital force, to a negation of any other

principle of life than can be seen in the lowest

animal, in the plant, aye, even in the crystal,

and the amorphic rock. Is it asked whence this

distinction between the organic and the inor-

ganic world, whence these joyous instincts of in

dependent action, whence these infinite faculties

this noble reason, this godlike apprehension

which characterize man, the reply comes from

the austere lips of chemical science, that it is in

the relative mobility of the ultimate atoms of

matter of which these bodies are composed, that

the distinction originates; that it is the purely

chemical action of matter which produces the

nerve force, which supports the brain structure

and which generates these high thoughts and

generous impulses, secreting them as it were, in

the language of Carl Vogt "as the kidneys

secrete urine." "Ohne Phosphor kein Gedanke,"

without phosphorus there is no thought, is the

verdict of Moleschott.

Can such gross doctrines as these, which we
state in all their bald materialism, be reconciled

with what the poets sing to man, with what

patriotism ' teaches him, with what religion

inspires him? We think they can; we think

that long ago, in the Middle Ages, subtle thinkers

saw and solved the problem.

Modern science in its highest flight reaches a

point where the distinction between force and

matter, hraft and stoff, disappears. The mate-

rialist, the chemist, and the natural philosopher,

all agree that these are terms for convenience

only, and without foundation in the highest

realms of thought. Our only possible knowledge

of matter comes by observing the force it exerts;

we know of the universe therefore nothing but

its forces. They vary in degree, perhaps not in

kind. All forms of matter are in fact to us only

forms of manifestation of force.

Analogy teaches us that there must be many
developments of force unknown to us, existences

not compact of clay like ours, ethereal though the

elements are which go to form our bodies com-

pared with the constituent parts of inerganic

masses. Higher calorific conditions, greater

molecular mobility, capacity of swifter motion,

these are the chemical requisites of the higher

life. We well know that in these respects we

are far down the scale. We dimly see that com-

binations may well arise, may now exist, analo-

gous to the highest forms of organized matter—

the nerve and brain substance—but without

their earthy admixture. And as all those exal-

ted sentiments and powers of which we just now

spoke do arise in us as we are, we readily

see that they are no empty phantasms, but

real, positive, definite products of matter, in

"action and reaction as certain, as true, as the

salt which results from the reaction of an acid

and an alkali. Thus the True, the Good, and

the Beautiful, appear no longer the vague imag-

inings of man, but absolute, and real—secretions

of the brain, if you will, but secretions not more

visionary than those of any other organ.

And as the brain of man, imperfect as it is,

largely composed of elements of comparatively

low atomic heat, and limited molecular mobility,

can thus elaborate products of so high an order,

how beyond all conception marvellous must be

those products of the nature of what we call

ideas, such as reason, love, goodness, evolved by
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the combined action of the most ethereal forms of I

matter reacting upon each other in the universe as

a whole? For in the oneness of force throughout

this universe no scientific man doubts, though we

can understand it as little as that organic entity

the micrococcus attached to the coat of a blood-

vessel of the human body could understand how

the whirling discs, now white, now red, that

hurry past him, can be part of an individual

whole.

Thus in materialism logically carried out, do

we find the most substantial defence of idealism

;

thus do those views of science, pronounced so

dangerous to man's loftiest emotions, serve but to

corroborate them with evidence irrefragable ; and

thus does the word of him, by many called

inspired, who two thousand years since identified

the most ethereal form of matter, the most uni-

versal force, with man's highest idea when he

said "God is Light," anticipate the sublimest

conquests of human reason of which our age can

boast.

Notes and Comments.

Prepaid Postage.

We have succeeded in including the subscrip-

tions received up to January 13th, inclusive, in

the list on which we prepay postage for the

current quarter. Subscribers paying hereafter,

to the 1st of April, will have their postage pre-

paid from the beginning of the second quarter of

the year, except new subscribers, who take all

the numbers from the 1st of January, who will

have their postage prepaid from that date.

We can only prepay postage from the com-

mencement of each quarter.

To Correspondents.

In the hurry of the business of the last few

weeks, we may have overlooked the requests o£

some of our correspondents. If so, will they be

kind enough to remind us of the omission?

"A Pull Dose!"

Doses are sometimes nauseous, but they are,

when intelligently administered, conducive to

health, and ofttimes to life. We therefore ac-

cept as a compliment the laconic order of Dr. J.

W. McC, of Ohio, who inclosing us eight dollars,

says, "Send us a full dose!—Reporter, Com-

pendium, and Pocket Record." And we will

just take the occasion to say, that Dr. McC. is not

the only one of that way of thinking, for that is

the style of a large proportion of our orders of
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late. Our office has been a very bee-hive of ac-

tivity for some weeks—all hands and the packing

boy being kept " busy as bees" from early till

late—yes, very late, some of us away into the

"wee sma' hours" of the night. Keep up the

activity, friends. We are highly flattered by the

kindly reception all our publications meet with

—

the more hearty, the better for all concerned.

Improvement in them all will keep pace with the

ability to improve.

Vaccine Virus.

It is to the advantage of the profession to keep

us supplied with vaccine virus, so that we can

supply others. We are in need of some now.

Those who are supplied from our office can do

no less than put it in our power to supply

others. We cannot afford to purchase it for this

purpose.

Pennsylvania Training School for Feeble
Minded Children.

One of the useful institutions in the vicinity

of Philadelphia is the Pennsylvania Training

school for Feeble Minded Children, located ft

Media, Delaware Co., and under the supervision

of Isaac N. Kerlin, M. D.

The sixteenth annual meeting was held in this

city on the evening of Tuesday the 5th inst.

Children have been admitted and treated, since

its foundation in 1853, for the following misfor-

tunes, beside mere poverty : Inability to talk,

defective articulation, defective sight or hearing,

inability to work, feed themselves or dress; un-

cleanliness of habits, epilepsy, destructiveness,

scrofula. The children now under treatment are

from Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York,

New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland,

Virginia, Alabama, Missouri; Ohio, Indiana,

Illinois, Cuba.

While on this subject we will record a new
idea recently promulgated by Dr. Poggioli—that

is, the employment of electricity in the treat-

ment of the simple minded.

He thinks that by the use of this agent, children

may be improved in mind as well as in body.

He instanced a child, a phenomenon of defor-

mity and stupidity, which, under the influence

of electricity, grew three centimetres in a single

month, and has since been always first, instead

of last, in his class. He avers that vegetation is

much richer and more rapid in its growth when
electrified than otherwise. Dr. Poggioli propo-

ses, by way of experiment, that a portion of the

pupils in a lyceum or college be subjected to this

electrical treatment. Our schools for feeble-
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minded children would be proper places for ex-

perimenting with electricity. It certainly could

do no harm if it did no good.

Correspondence.

DOMESTIC.

A Singular Case of Attempted Suicide.

Editors Medical and Surgical Reporter:

Nov. 12th, 1868. Was called to see a man, aged

50, of a strong will and powerful muscle, about

six feet high, and forty-eight inches around the

chest. On the previous night he attempted to

commit the above act; made eight or nine incis-

ions in his neck and throat, one pretty large one

near the left jugular, (the instrument was a ra-

zor.) He had lost a pound or more of blood,

had been lying in this condition some eight

hours, and was still bleeding slowly. Was lying

on his back in his own blood, his jaws clenched,

his eyes closed, his muscles stretched to their

utmost tension. Apparently comatose. Was
supposed to be dead by some, whilst others con-

cluded that he was feigning insanity. (He was

under arrest for larceny.) I examined the case.

The skin of the body was naturally warm ; breath-

ing almost imperceptible
;
respiration about eight

to the minute
5
pulse at the wrist full and bound-

ing at 90 ; no pulse at the temple ; heart very

feeble; head ice-cold. On inquiry, learned that

he was not subject to catalepsy, epilepsy, vertigo,

or syncope. Was satisfied that there was no

apoplexy or paralysis direct; also satisfied my-

self he was not narcotized, nor under the influ-

ence of liquor. I now commenced operations;

turned him over, shook him, called loudly on him

to wake up; it had no effect. I then applied

aqua ammonia to his nostrils ; still no effect. I

then dashed cold water on his face,, body, and

thighs. There was not a sigh nor a twitch of a

muscle to be seen. Turned him over, and filled

his ear with hot water. Pulse the same. The

lips became blue, the man dead as ever, I then

shook him vehemently, pinched and scarified

his side; not a twitch of a muscle. I then pad-

dled his posterior effectually; pulse increasing

at the wrist, and started at the temple. Pried

open his jaws, and filled his mouth with a pre-

paration of Cayenne pepper and carbonate of

ammonia mixed in water
;
deglutition impossi-

ble. Held his nose shut, struck him with a spoon

on the cheek and breast, but it had no effect. I

ran a spoon down his throat; he then gagged,

blew the solution out of his mouth, and trembled

2

all over. Pulse declined to 90; system somewhat
relaxed. Eubbed him with stimulants, blew Cay-

enne pepper up his nostrils, and not a sneeze nor

twitch of a muscle followed. I then pulled his

hair, paddled his person effectually. Pulse rais-

ing, had him taken from bed and put upon hi3

feet. Still stiff and dead as ever. I then pad-

dled him more effectually. Circulation started.

Ask him questions, but no response. Ordered a

hot iron, with which to brand him. He then

spoke for the first time, but rather inaudibly.

Gave him his pants, and with some little assist-

ance he put them on, walked down stairs, where

I Washed and dressed his wounds. Asked him
whether there had been any foul play, and other

questions. He seemed to have recovered his equi-

librium, mentally and physically, answered ques-

tions intelligently, said he had heard and felt

part of my course of operations, but could not

speak. Now, Sirs, what ailed him? Was it

congestion of the blood or brain? Paralysis?

Comatose? Was he moribund—or was he 61 play-

ing 'possum" all the while—or was he in a state

of articulo mortis ? He has since been sentenced

to the Eastern Penitentiary for larceny.

Jacob Ritter, M. D.

Liverpool, Perry co., Pa.

Patent Instruments.

Editors Mkd. and Surg. Reporter:

Through the medium of your medical journal,

I propose to reply to a recent editorial in the

Medical Record of New York, on the subject of

patent instruments.

The position of the editor appears to be simi-

lar to that of a professor of surgery, who stated

to me that he would not look at an instrument

patented by a physician, and would not use one,

even if he could not otherwise benefit his pa-

tient; and the editor excludes every medical man
known as a patentee from the privilege of his

columns. If such positions are consistent, I am
at a loss to know the meaning of absurdities.

The unjust and inconsistent position of a sec-

tion by which these men were doubtless inspired,

may be found in the code of medical ethics, ch.

2d, art. 1st, and sec. 4tb, wherein a physician

who is a patentee, is classed with the dispenser

of nostrums. It would seem entirely superfluous

to an intelligent mind, to state that nostrums are

not properly admissible in the category of pa-

tented instruments, had not a dog in the manger-

style of impropriety been admitted in one code,

through the cooperation of the heedless and un-

scrupulous; for an honest discriminating mind

never suggested such an illiteral idea. In regard
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to nostrums, we are asked to adopt the use of a

compound without the least knowledge of its

composition, to which the intelligent and con-

scientious physician can never yield, although

pecuniarily advantageous ; for without knowing

the properties of a compound, the life of a pa-

tient might be destroyed
;
experience has taught

us that certain medicines may be employed under

certain circumstances, and prove beneficial to

health, but under different circumstances, de-

structive to life. As regards patent instruments,

the reverse is the case; for here we are first asked

to examine the construction of the instrument,

the minutiae of its action, and the principle upon

which it acts ; the important object of the paten-

tee being to have every particular as well under-

Stood by the profession as by himself; the physi-

cian using his own judgment in regard to its

^ merits, and the benefit to arise from its use. It

appears to me that a few moments' reflection

will convince an ordinary mind, that the afore-

said portion of section 4th should, from the

principle of justice, be eradicated from the

code of what is claimed to be a "liberal profes-

sion."

In the organization of our United States Gov-

ernment, the main object was to establish justice,

promote the general welfare of ourselves and

posterity, and advance the progress of science;

thus the framers of the constitution foresaw the

necessity of inserting in the first article a pro-

vision giving Congress the power to secure for

limited times, to authors and inventors, the exclu-

sive right to their writings and discoveries; Con-

gress perceiving the justice of this wise pro-

vision, and the general advantage to accrue there-

from, happily complied with this constitutional

measure, by passing a corresponding act, whereby

authors and inventors are, to a certain extent,

secured from loss of time and money expended,

to perfect and insure the practicability of their

writings and discoveries ; no prohibition to any

citizen of the United States was adopted or

recommended; in which justice and equality pre-

vailed.

The editor, in his elaborate editorial, intro-

duced things which have no bearing upon the

subject of patent instruments, and without any

point for criticism; to the most of such, no fur-

ther reference will be made. That his position

might be well understood, he stated that he

merely proposed to interpret the views of the

majority of the medical men in civilized coun-

tries ;
although it may seem somewhat illiberal

in me, the question naturally arises in my mind,

whether this may not be rather an extensive

assumption on his part, and that the profession

which he professes authoritatively to represent,

may not question the correctness of his interpre-

tation. Had he not claimed to be their repre-

sentative, I would have supposed but few, if any

intelligent physicians could have adopted his po-

sition, after examining the subject in all of its

bearings. Why one physician more than another

should be constrained to give his money, which

is the product of expended time and practical

intelligence, is yet to be logically explained. Is

productive intelligence in the medical profession

a crime for which punishment is to be inflicted

upon the producer?

The main, if not the only object the writer

apparently had in view, was to insult, and treat

with contempt any physician who might have

genius enough to invent a valuable instrument,

and legally and honorably accept by way of a

patent, the protection granted through the wise

provision of our constitution and corresponding

act of Congress, against losses which might have

otherwise occurred, for the capital necessarily

expended—whether brain, time or money—for

the protection of such improvement. The im-

propriety of his position, which corresponds to

more than the full extent of said article in the

code, appears still more absurd, when we take

into consideration that he seems to think physi-

cians, who are medical book inventors, (authors),

after having protected themselves by this same

provision, and virtually in the same manner as

surgical instrument inventors, have committed

rothing inconsistent with the rules of profes-

sional dignity, or in contrariety with the medical

code. How in the name of justice one can dis-

criminate between the two, I cannot perceive.

Such contemptible partiality cannot be viewed

with l^ie least allowance by the noble and intel-

ligent portion of the profession. It is quite

probable that the keenness of his perception

questioned the propriety of touching this point

of discrimination, because of his medical know-

ledge, all having been derived from patent writ-

ings ; for doubtless every valuable medical book

in his library is, to all intents and purposes, a

patented book. In view of these facts, the strictly

conscientious editor must have blushed with

shame to mention "liberal profession, and

"prostitution of talent." Has he exhibited

liberality? and who else have prostituted their

talent? While the inconsiderate and unscrupu-

lous are expected to advocate the views of seem-

ing majorities, we are surprised that such equita-

ble sensibility should adopt the same course:

but to quiet our almost agitated mind, charity
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nobly suggests that unsuspected innocence sel-

dom intimates discrimination.

He states that every person who makes a dis-

covery, has a natural desire to profit by it pecu-

niary, which I will not attempt to controvert,

as the position is universal and reasonable. Man
without this capacity would have been incapaci-

tated to fulfil the law of nature, which solicits self-

protection; yet the consistent editor would have

the proscribed physician violate this very law,

by forcing him to "sacrifice" his time and money
*' upon the common altar of humanity, receiving

only in return the consciousness of having per-

formed an agreeable duty." I need not inquire

whether the author of the proposed sacrifice is

willing to have the spirit of his theory practi-

cally applied to himself; or whether the peculiar

element with which his mind seemed to be so

deeply imbued, has not had a corrupting influ-

ence upon his own business affairs, for I am not

able to discover that his beneficence has been

extended beyond that of ordinary physicians

and editors. I believe he requires pecuniary

payment for his time and money expended, like

others in the profession^ even his confreres have

to pay him for the unjust article to which I have

referred. It appears to be much less difficult for

him to state rules by which he would govern

others, than to apply them to himself. His

theory of certain physicians being so constituted

as to be able to completely counteract this pecu-

niary desire, which he states is natural in man-

kind, seems to indicate for this peculiar class of

physicians, a quality, or virtue, co-equal with

him who is considered the Saviour of the world;

therefore, should gratuitously consecrate all their

time for healing the sick, and benefiting human-

ity generally ; but as they claim for themselves

humanity only, it is not perceived necessary for

a prohibitory enactment for his especial gratifi-

cation, as the natural and equal professional

laws cover their demand. There are extremely

few who make pecuniary affairs a secondary con-

sideration; and for the very good reason that it

would be antagonistical to the natural law to

which we have both referred, and by which life

is indirectly sustained. It is generally conceded

that ministers of the gospel are more exemplary

than others; do they make pecuniary matters a

secondary thing? they do not, and why should

they, for they are only human, and are therefore

governed by the same law of nature; whoever
disobeys it must expect to suffer the penalty;

and it is generally practically admitted, that the

wider the sphere of D. D., M. D., or any other

class, the higher the pecuniary reward; which is

not only adopted as a reciprocation and reward

for merit, but to encourage the production of

superior talent: the principle is proper and pro-

gressive, complying with the natural desires of

man, therefore cannot be suppressed with clogs

of arrogation. "Very few if any instrument-

makers have a desire of patenting any devices of

theirs." The probable reason is, that they are

too conscientious to take the required oath ; for

they are aware of their indebtedness to the physi-

cian and anatomist for all their essential points

of improvement. We are not sure that the

physician who may "wish" an article for his

own use, might not avail himself of the skill of

of the instrument-maker to make it for him."

What a queer position, as though it was an un-

known thing for physicians to get instruments

made by instrument-makers; who else, in the

name of reason, would they expect to have make

them?

Now the question naturally arises, how a

physician is to live if he happens to be an

inventor, and is not allowed legally and honor-

ably to protect himself against loss of time ; after

expending all his pecuniary products for per-

fecting the instrument, he cannot manufacture

the article, for he has no security upon which to

obtain credit; the manufacturer and speculator

will neither give him a farthing for his valuable

discovery, because the inventor has no patental

protection ;
they, therefore, commence manufac-

turing without even thanking him for his money,

saying nothing of the brain capital expended

;

all they require is what the editors' non-pro-

tectional plan grants them : although the physi-

cian may be overflowing with inventive genius,

by which capitalists are securing fortunes, and

humanity generally to a great or less extent are

partaking of the advantages of his researches, he

is precluded from applying the products of his

industry for his own sustenance ;
thus he is com-

pelled to wholly depend upon the tender mercies

of selfish humanity
;
admitting the editor as a

fair sample, from his own showing, the inventor,

although rich in talent, would necessarily become

a beggar in the street; but this not appearing to

satisfy his keen perception for justice, and his

heart almost bursting with sympathy for his

professional brethren, he closes his logical posi-

tion, after having expended through his premium

journal his superior talent for degrading his

wayward brother, by affectionately stating that

they shall not have the privilege of his (lordly)

columns for defending themselves from his own

vituperative attack. Ifhe is the real " interpreter"

and these are the views and wishes of a
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tl majority" of a u liberal profession," from such

membership may God deliver us

!

That this constitutional protection "seems to

"be necessary as a matter of mere trade" I can-

not admit; it was not so intended by those who
secured the provision, and is not thus considered

by the patentee ; its purpose was to comply with

the demand of justice, by an act of reciprocity,

and also to encourrge inventive industry ; there-

by prove a benefit to humanity.

" A patent is a direct insult upon the judgment

of the profession, in that a person or persons pre-

sume to be alone competent to manufacture."

Why an intelligent mind should adduce such pre-

sumption I cannot perceive
;
furthermore, con-

trary to his statement, a patent has not the least

bearing adverse to any one thinking for himself,

investigating, experimenting, and developing his

own idea; for the physician who is a surgical

instrument inventor and patentee, places the

greatest dependence upon the independent think-

ing physician, he who is capable of investigating,

properly discriminating, and dares to publicly

defend merit, and protect the meritorious. In-

ventors I think are generally full believers in the

right of independent thinking and acting; being

guided by their own inspirations, consequently

reject impracticable theories and exploded dog-

mas. That one who has reached so near the

achmeal point of professional fame, as to become
the "interpreter" of the majority of the medical

profession in civilized countries, should choose to

stand directly in opposition to the genius and
spirit of the free institutions of this enlightened

age, is fearfully wonderful ; it will doubtless be
deeply regretted by the progressive portion of our
profession. D. L. D. Sheldon, M. D.

New York, 710 Broadioay, Jan. 10, 1869.

A Complicated Case.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter:

An unusual complication of maladies occurred

a short time since, in the case of Mrs. D., of this

place. This lady, having just passed her second

accouchement, was still confined to her lying-in

chamber by a dull headacbe, pains in the back
and lower limbs, and was unable to sleep at

night. These gradually increased until she was
about to take her bed again, and proved, as will

be seen, premonitory symptoms of typhoid fever.

In this condition, she attempted to rekindle a

fire by pouring coal oil from a can upon the

embers ; an explosion instantly followed, and the

burning oil was thrown into her face, and over

her dress. Her husband, being in the house at

the time, was attracted by the explosion, and

finding her enveloped in flames, extinguished

them with difficulty. By his timely interference,

the burns were confined to her arms, extending

from each wrist to the elbow, over the right side

of the face, across the forehead and eyelidg, en-

tirely denuding the skin in its extent. In her

already prostrate condition, this accident pro-

duced great collapse.

On the second or third day after, my attention

was directed to the peculiar character of the

pulse, which seemed to combine feebleness and

frequency, with intermissions and great irregu-

larity. It was such a pulse as would indicate

extreme prostration and collapse; but as it was

unaccompanied with any other evidences of this

extreme state, I made a further investigatior,

and discovered it to be consequent upon an or-

ganic disease of the heart. The patient then in-

formed me that she had suffered severely from

an attack of rheumatic fever about six years

before, at which time she felt pain in the region

of the heart, as well as the joints, for several

months ;
and has since been unable to take active

exercise without suffering great shortness of

breath. During the second week of her present

illness, this condition of her heart grew to be

the most prominent and distressing feature of

the case, causing paroxysms of great dyspnoea.

At the same time, typhoid fever was prevalent

among us to a considerable extent; and, not-

withstanding the premonitory symptoms already

referred to, and the fact that her sister, who was

staying in the house, was then lying sick of that

disease, I still regarded the typhoid manifesta-

tions due to the constitutional effects of the

burn, as reacting upon the lying-in woman ; but

after the severity of the burn had begun to sub-

side, there was still a gradual increase in the

general symptoms, and it thus became obvious

that they did not sustain the relation of cause and

effect. The existence of typhoid fever was then

determined upon, and this opinion was fully

verified before the conclusion of the case.

We have here then, represented in the same

case, 1st. Organic valvular disease of the heart.

2d. Veritable enteric or typhoid fever
;
and, 3d.

An extreme burn, occurring at the same time in

a lying-in woman; and, from this unfortunate

association of grave maladies, the prognosis, as

might be supposed, was most unfavorable, but

after a long siege, I am pleased to state that her

recovery is as perfect as before her late illness.

The treatment of this case, besides sustaining

the patient, was directed more particularly to the

condition of the heart and the burn. The extract

of belladonna, and the pulv. digitalis produced a



Jan. 16, 1869.] CORRESPONDENCE.
59

very marked influence over the broken rhythm

of the heart's action, thus preventing, in a great

degree, those dangerous and distressing parox-

ysms of suffocation, which had so violently

threatened the life of the patient.

There is one other point in the treatment of

this case that is worthy of mention, viz., the ap-

plication to the burn of carbonate of lead, linseed

oil, and carbolic acid, in the form of paint—the

same as recommended by Professor Gross—with

the addition of the acid, which prevented the

dressing from becoming offensive, thereby avoid-

ing the necessity of frequent dressing and expo-

sure. It moreover evidently expedited the heal-

ing process. The hands of her husband were

both severely burned in his efforts to extinguish

the flames, and under the same application

rapidly healed. T. W. Simmons, M.D.

Hagerstown, Md.

Ira Day, M. D.,

Editors Medical and Surgical Reporter:
" Light be the shadow of thy tomb !

May its verdure like emeralds be;

There should not be the shadow of gloom,
In aught that reminds us of thee."

Dr. Day died at Mechanicsburg, Pa., after

a brief illness, of pneumonia, on the 27th ultimo,

at the advanced age of 70 years. Overcome and
subdued by the grim monster—the same common
foe—whose attacks upon many others he had so

often successfully repulsed, he sleeps the sleep of

the illustrious dead, and patiently awaits, with

the millions of earth " who have gone this way
before him," the sound of the last trump.

The Doctor was born in the town of Royalton,

in the State of Vermont, in the year of our Lord,

1799. Approaching manhood and having at-

tended the common schools of his town and

neighborhood, he entered the "Royalton Acad-

emy," and spent two or three years in it, in the

study of the Classics, the higher branches of

Mathematics, etc. Having thus acquired a libe-

ral education, qualifying himself for usefulness

in life, he came to Harrisburg, Pa., where he

opened, in 1823, a select school or Academy, in

which he continued successfully to teach for two
or three years, during which he devoted a por-

tion of his time to the study of medicine, with
the late Dr. Luther. Completing in this way his

preparatory training for the profession of his

choice, he returned to his native State in 1826,

and entered the University of Vermont, receiving

the degree of Doctor of Medicine in 1827.

Thus prepared for the arduous and responsible

duties of the medical profession, in the fall of the
same year, he returned to Pennsylvania, locating

at Mechanicsburg, where, until within a few
days of the time of his decease, he continued for

forty-one long years to engage in the practice of

medicine and its collateral branches. Possessed

of a vigorous body and a generous heart, he was

always quick to respond to the calls of his

patients. Naturally tender-hearted and amiable,

as well as skilful in the adaptation of means to

ends, he was ever a most welcome visitor and

acceptable companion in the sick room, in the

most trying emergency and in the most trivial

ailments. With his medical brethren he was on

terms of the closest intimacy, and held in the

highest esteem. His counsel and encouragement

were frequently sought by them, not only in

ordinary intercourse but in formal consultation

;

especially by the young practitioner, to whom he

never refused to give the benefit of his knowledge

and experience. And there are many now
successfully engaged in the practice who are

proud to think of and refer to him as their pre-

ceptor, as the sympathizing friend and wise

counsellor, who took them by the hand and pre-

pared them, by patient effort, for higher attain-

ments and future usefulness in the profession,

to which he devoted his time and talents. From
its organization to the time of his death, he took

a deep interest in the Cumberland County Medi-

cal Society, of which he was a respected and

useful member and, at the time of its death, its

honored president.

As a citizen none was esteemed more highly

than he. He took a lively interest in every im-

provement calculated to promote the general

welfare. A man of indomitable energy and

sound judgment, his influence, once obtained in

behalf of any important project, was always

equivalant to success. The education of youth

was a question which received much of his atten-

tion and always had in him a firm supporter and

advocate. Thus the common schools, academies

and colleges shared alike his friendship—serving

long in the one as director, in the others as

trustee. As a member of the church—the

Methodist Episcopal—he was consistent and in-

fluential, always giving the weight of his influ-

ence in favor of Temperance, Morality and

Religion.

But it was in the family circle, that all the

graces and virtues of the Christian and gentleman

shone more brilliantly and were at all times

exhibited by him. He was, of a truth, a most

exemplary and affectionate husband and father.

It is here that the loss is naturally most keenly

felt—here that sorrow is unalloyed. They do

not, however, mourn as those who have no hope,
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for the exchange is to him one of immeasurable

gain—"joy unspeakable and full of glory

" Resquiescat in pace." G. W. H.

Newville, Dec. 24, 1868.

News and Miscellany.

Schuylkill County Medical Society.

At a regular quarterly meeting of this society,

held at the Council Chamber of the Borough of

Pottsville, January 6th, 1869, the following

named officers were elected to serve the ensuing

year

:

President

—

James S. Carpenter, M. D., of
Pottsville.

Vice-President

—

John G. Koehler, M. D
Schuylkill Haven.

Secretary

—

Charles J. Palmer, M. D.
Pottsville.

Corresnonding-Secretary

—

George W. Brown,
M. D.„ of Port Carbon.

Treasurer—D. Webster Bland, M. D., of
Pottsville.

of

of

The Medical Students of Paris.

It is stated on imperialist authority, which

cannot be doubted—that of M. Paul de Cassag-

nac, in the Pays—that twenty invitations to

Compiegne were sent to students of the School of

Medicine; but they all, in succession, pleaded

the pressing preoccupations of professional study,

and none of them accepted the proffered mark of

Imperial condescension.

Musical Wonder.

The VicJcsburg Times says: ""We listened the

other evening to a musical wonder that eclipses

Blind Tom. We refer to a negro girl, raised in

Hinds county, and as a pianist she certainly

excels anything that we have listened to. This

girl, Emma, is about eighteen years old, is as

black as the ace of spades, and does not know a

single note and cannot spell the simplest word.

She was a house servant, and as such was per-

mitted to play upon the piano. She can play

any piece, however difficult it may be, after

hearing it played ; and her accuracy and delicacy

of touch is really something very remarkable.

For the past two years she has been employed as

a field hand, and had no opportunity of playing

or listening to others play. Her performance on
the piano is astonishing, as well for accuracy,

delicacy of touch, and brilliancy of execution.

She can play anything she has heard with mar-
vellous facility, and never seems weary of the

instrument. We understand she will make a

a tour through the United States and Europe."

[Notices inserted in this column gratis, and are solicited
from all parts of the country; Obituary Notices and Resolu-
tions ofSocieties at ten cents per line, ten words to tin line.]

MARRIED.

Coker—Spencer.—In Nashville. Tenn., Dec. 31?t, Dr.
Henry Ward Coker, of Richmond, Va , and Mrs. Susan
E. Spencer, of Cincinnati, Ohio.

Eaton—Town" send.—In this city, on Dec. 28. by the
Rev. Wdi. H. Fumes?, Thomas A. Eaton, of New York,
and Belle Fawcett, daughter of the late Dr. Charles
Townsend, of this city.

Hooge—Woolset.—Tn New York, Jan. 7th, by the
Rev. Geo. L. Prentiss. H. Lenox Hodge. M.D., of Phila-
delphia, and Harriet Roosevelt, daughter of the late
Charles W. Woolsey, Esq., of New York city.

Jones—Hikes —Dec. 26th, Dr. H. 0. Jones, of Warren
co., Ohio, and Miss Mollie Hines, of Logan co., Ohio.

DIED.

Miller—Tn New York. Jan 5, after a long illness, Dr.
Jacob S. Miller, in the 76th year of his age.

Moore.—In Coldwater, Mich., at th« re?Hence of bia
son in-law. S. A. Harrington, Dec. 233,1868, H. A. Moore,
M. D., aged 78, formerly of Manlius, N. Y

.

WORDS OF CHEER.

Br. C. B. M., Indiana, write3

:

" I have received the Pocket Record. I have nsed an-
other heretofore, and was not satisfied with it, and had
come to regard all books of that description in about the
eame lierht, but I am happy to say yours is vastly superior
to any I have ever seen, and I only fear I shall feel by it

as I do by the Reporter, that once having used it, I can
never dispense with it. Ihe list of newremedies, of medi-
cines and their prices, is worth the cost of the book where
druggists are disposed to charge such exorbitant prices aa

tbey are here, not to mention the other valuable matter
it contains. You are to be congralulated for the succ
which attends your efforts for the advancement of the in
terests of your professional brethren."

Dr. F.A.S., Missouri, writes :

" I am very much pleased with the Pocket Record,
and, in fact, I would feel that there was one thing miss-
ing of much value to me, if I should fail to receive either
the Reporter, Compendium, or Record."

Dr. J W. M. S , Mississippi, sends several new subscri-

bers, and says

;

"Your Reporter and Compendium are decidedly the
best published in this country."

h

a

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Dr. H. C. M„ of Ky.—You should direct your inquiries
about the Army 'Medical Board, and the qualifications
required in candidates before it, to the Surgeon- General
U. S. Army, Washington, D. C. He will send you a cir-

cular containing the desired information.

Dr. W. T. C, of Ky—Camphor is classed among the
galactophygse, and; undoubtedlv on abundant evidence.
It may be powdered and rubbed up with lard, or used in
the tincture. About your second question we know no,
thing more than is the property of the profession.

METEOROLOGY.
December,

Wind

Weather

Depth Rain-
3

Thermometer,
Minimum —•
At 8, A. M
At 12, M
At 3, P.M
Mean

Barometer.
At 12, M

28, 29,

S.W.
Clear

S.

30,

N. E.

19°

31
38
43
32.75

Cl'dy Cl'dy
Snow

1-10

30.1

20°

31
34
35
30.

29.9

22°

31
32
32
29.25

31.

N.E.
Cl'dy.

30.2

22°

32
35
35
30.75

J.l, 2,

N. E. N. E,

Cl'dy. Cl'dy
Rain. "Pain.

Sleet. Sleet,

25°

33
34
30
30.50

29-8

14°

23
25
26
22.

3.

N.E.
H'dy
Pain
Sleet,

16°

33
35
36
30.

30.

Germantown, Pa. B. J. Leedom.



HEGEMAN'S GENUINE COD-LIVEH OIL.
Our Cod-Liver Oil is warranted pure Newfoundland Oil. It has stood the test of twenty years' experience, aad

Can be relied on in every particular. Its superiority over that prepared on our own seashore is shown by the numer-
ous cures performed by it when the inferior oils had been tried without effect. We make no claim to any secret
mode of concentration or cold pressing, but warrant it pure OJ. Morrhua of the U. S. P.

The most perfect Iron Tonic.

Hegeman's Ferrated Elixir of Bark, or Elixir of Calisaya Bark with Pyrophosphate
of Iron.

The FERRATED ELIXIR OF BARK is a pleasant cordial, possessing the valuable properties of Calisaya
Bark, deprived of its tannin and coloring matter, and contains eight grains of the Pyrophosphatb op Iron in each
fluid ounce ; and in all cases where a mild and efficaoious Iron Tonic is desired, will be found a most valuable pre-
paration. As a preventive to fever and ague, and as a tonic for patients recovering from fever or other sickness, it

cannot be surpassed.
Directions.—For an adult, a dessertspoonful to a tablespoonful may be taken three times a day, before meals.

Children in proportion to their age.

Hegeman's Cordial Elixir of Calisaya Bark, (Peruvian Bark.)
The CALISAYA (or " King's Bark,")is the most valuable of the numerous varieties of the Peruvian Bark, and in

the Elixir is combined with other ingredients that increase its efficacy, and at the same time overcome the intensity
of its bitterness, rendering it a most agreeable cordial.

For persons living in Fever and Ague Distriots, it wiU be found invaluable as a preventive—half a wine glass
tak«n night and morning, rendering the system much less subject to the unhealthy influence of the atmosphere,

lae above preparations areso!d by Druggists throughout the United States.
Samples of the above preparations will befurnished on apptication,

676—600—eow.
HEGEMAN & CO., Chemists and Druggists, New York.

Particular attention is called to

the improved artificial Legs and

Arms; apparatus for Resection,

shortened legs, ununited fracture

apparatus for the variations of

d.w.kolbe:
Club-foot, bow-legs, knock-knees

weak ankle ; spinal supporter

apparatus for disease and injuries

of hip-joints.

No. 15 SOUTH NINTH STREET, PHILADELPHIA. PA.
BRANCH OFFICE

:

CORNER OF FOURTH AND POPLAR STREETS, MACON, GA.

€ R EW ? S
PREPARED SINAPISM,

OR SPREAD MUSTARD PLASTER,
Wanted to preserve unimpaired its strength
in any climate equally with the ground

Mustard.

The attention of Physicians, the Drug Trad", and the
public generally, is respectfully ctlled to the abo^e
specialty, designed to meet a want which is believed to
have been long felt among the appliances of the sick
room, viz.. An easy and expeditious method of obtaining
the remedial effects of mustard, without resorting to the
ordinary crude and troublesome mustard poultice, with
its attendant discomforts.
Put up haodsomelyin boxes of one dozen each, in three

dlfeerent sizes. Price 75, 87, and 1.00 per dozen.
Prepared only by B. J. CREW, Rear of No. 133 North

Third street. 58S-634

SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS, APPARATUS, Etc.

J. H. GEMRIG,

109 South Eighth Street, Philadelphia,

MANUFACTURER OF SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS,
Apparatus for Deformities, Splints, Bandages, etc., etc.,

in every variety.

Atomizers, Wales' Endoscope, Trusses, Ophthalmoscopes,
Laryngoscopes, of all kinds.

All goods warranted of the finest quality.

JB.EFERS TO

—

THE PROFESSORS IN THE MEDICAL COLLEGES
OF PHILADELPHIA, and to the profession gen-

erally.

592-643.



SNOWDEN & BROTHER,
Late Wiegand & Snowden.

Established 1821.

MANUFACTURERS AND IMPORTER8 OF

SURGICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS,
MEDICAL SADDLE-BAGS,

Trusses, Druggists' Sundries, &c, &c.

No. 23 South Eighth Street,

58&-634 PHILADELPHIA.

before.

NEWLY INVENTED AND EFFECTUAL

GXJTTA PERCHA PESSARIES.

The material is known as non-irritating, from the locg
use of the watch-spring Ring.

Thk Globe.
This has been well patronized hy the readers

of this journal, and many hftVo been the con-
pr-tula r i<,us of its suck's--. It is a li?h% hol-
low bulb, readily removable by a short silken
cord ixrawa through a sdver-wrre Ftapte. By
its lightness and slightly yie'ding when in cm-
tact with blood heat, i' is retained of a mucti
le^j maa than sIps* or metal. 1> a>cnds me-
chanically iu the v^tn i, and drive? theu'c u3

Two inches in diameter, '.vv.ghs bat g -s. Troy.

Caution—llr>t water or any other heat above blood heat
e; troys it. Price, $2.00.

Cup.
The bordered cup proves to sunport the

Uterus t < its fu ; l oeiehts. ft produces but a
little^ displacement, ire cheapness and almost
pertain support fleffdera it the most accepta-
ble of all pes.-aries. That it is retained in
position when of an appropriate size, may
well be imagine?, since the circumference o r

the border makes a l<L g & H>ve m the sunouojing tis-
sues; a d the posterior wall of th« vaetna presses it

against, ttc cervix. The engraving .-liow^ ;he position in
which it sets, when it ha? errbrac-d the cervix normally.
The line A represents the axi- of ihe vagina—B a silken
tfpe for removal when r ne- ds cleaning. Price, $>.(J0.

N. B. When the walls of the vnsim are completely
collapse 1, the gl be or cun will succeed, of.er a brief ele-
vation oi the u.erus with the stem pessary.

Stem Cup.

This is made 10 set on any stem contri-
v*ncen («crtw !o be 5 8'n. loner, and 3 16 in.
thick to shoulder plate, 3-S in. diameter.) This
bo ds the cervix in its normal pj sition, when
eevated; n<«t bendm-, as the straight upward
cup or ring does. Price, $1.50.

Chestnut Hollow Bulb and Coil.

(Ordinary sises weigh also but ^ss. Troy.)

This is
r

applicable wnen the uterus is inclined
to fall backward, (retroversion.) D is als^ oiade
without a coil, to set on a stem. Price of either,

$2.00.

Sphing Levees and Bulb Ends Spring Hoss?: Shoes.

They are flexible, the same as thewa'ch-
sprmffring-. They may be com pressed and
tied with a ;-ilken tape, a,? represented in the
cut, unti' in pis ; tion, and then left to ex-
pand. Price 5>1.25.

RECTUM BOUGIE —The neck is a gutta percha cov-
ered spring, bendlnsr a'; the [mint leads ir. The smaller
are solid, but the larger made hoilow, to become also
flexible.
Price $2.00. Mated, $2.25.

These instruments have all the superior finish of, thi-

manufactory of watch-spring rings. They stand the open
air equal or better than any others. But to avoid fully

the heretofore existing trouble with the i in gs, they can
be safely preserved in water when not in use.

Apply through this office. 618—X.

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT OF THE

UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT,
AND

State Agricultural College,

BURLINGTON, VERMONT.

MEDICAL FACULTY.
JAMES B. ANGELL, A. M., LL.D., President.

SAMUEL W. THAYER, A.M., M. D.. Professor of
General and Special Anatomy.
WALTER CARPENTER, M.D.. Professor of Theory

and Practice of Medicine, and Materia Mediea.

JOSEPH PERKINS, M.D., Emeritus Professor of Ob-
stetrics and Diseases of Women and Children.

HENRY M. SEELY, Ph. D., Professor of Chemistry
and Toxicology.

JNO. ORDRONAUX, A. M., M. D., Professor of Physi-
ology and Pathology.

ALPHEU3 B. CROSBY. A.M., M.D., Professor of
Principles and Practice of Surgery.

EDWARD S. DUJSSTER, A.M., M.D., Professor of
Obstetrics and i»iseases of Women and Children.

CHARLES P. THAYER, M.D., Microscopy and Cura-
tor of College Museum.
GEORGE H. TENNY, Demonstrator of Anatomy.

, Prosector to Professor of Surgery.

S. W. THAYER, Burlington, Vt., Dean of the Medical
Faculty.

The next Annual Course of Lectures in this institution
will commence on the first Thursday of March, 1889. and
continue sixteen weeks. At the commen^em'^t of the
term, every student is required to call on the Dean, ?.nd
enter his name and nlace of residence, and the name and
place of residence of his Preceptor, in the Register, and
pay all fees for the course.

FEES —The Fees of this College have been raised, iu
common with the other Medical Colleges in this '"mntry.

Matriculation (paid but once) S5.H0
Dean's Certificate (General Ticket) 7A.00

Graduation Fee 25.C0

Students who have attended two full Courses of Lec-
tures in other accredited Medical Colleges, receive all the
Tickets to the Lectures of this College, exclusive of the
Matriculation Ticket, for $20.00.
On Saturday of each week a Medical and Surgical Clin-

ique will be held at the College.

The Dissecting Room will be open through the term.

An ample supply of anatomical material will be furnished

at cost.

For further information, address

S. W. THAYER, M. D., Dean,

614—626 Burlington, Vt.

VACCINE VIRUS,
FRESH, FROM HEALTHY WHITE CHILDREN

FOR SALE BY
BULLOCK & CRENSHAW,

Arch and Sixth Streets,

PHILADELPHIA.
485-539 PRICE $1.50 PER CRUST.

SAMUEL S. WHITE,
MANUFACTURER AND DEALER IN

DENTISTS' MATERIALS,
FURNITURE, INSTRUMENTS, etc.,

PHYSICIANS' EXTRACTING CASES,
APPARATUS FOR PRODUCLNO-

LOCAL ANAESTHESIA BY NARCOTIC SPRY,
SYRINGES FOR HYPODERMIC INJECTION,

PHYSICIANS' MICROSCOPES.
Depots—No. 528 Arch Street, Philadelphia: 767 and

769 Broadway, New York : 16 Tremont Row, Boston ; and
100 and 102 Raadolpn Street, Chicago. 531-t.f.
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A CASE OF CATARACT ATTENDED WITH
COMPLICATIONS IN THE OPERATION.

By Wm. Mason Turner, M. D.,

Of Philadelphia.

In June last (1868) I was consulted by Mrs.

S., residing in the State of New Jersey, in re-

gard to some affection of the eye. On examining

the organ with an ophthalmoscope, I detected an

opacity in the line and to the rear of the pupil.

With the aid of the ophthalmoscope and lens,

and keeping in mind the differential diagnostics

in the premises, I determined to my own satis-

faction the presence of a cataract. What its pre-

cise nature, hard or soft, I could not satisfy my-
self fully. The opaque lens, on its anterior face,

had, in certain lights, the dark-yellowish hue pe-

culiar to hard cataract; at other times and in

other lights, it showed the peculiar pearly aspect

of the soft variety of the affection.

I saw the lady several times; she, in the mean-

time, telling me that the physicians in her place

of residence had informed her that she had cata-

ract, but being unable to determine precisely its

nature, declined to operate. The patient was

not, at the time I saw her, in a condition physi-

cally to warrant an operation. She had a stru-

mous, broken-down look, and was quite weak

withal. Without committing myself as to a posi-

tive diagnosis, I prescribed a tonic alterative

mixture and generous food, and requested the

lady to return to the city, to see me, in the fall.

She presented herself to me on the 10th of No-

vember last, appearing in much better general

health than when I saw her in June.

On examining the cataract again, I found cer-

tain changes had taken place, the lens looked

smaller, if anything, than it did before, and was

much darker and yellower. I diagnosed it to be

hard cataract, and proposed an operation—that

of extraction. She willingly consented; and on

!
the following Tuesday, accompanied by Dr. J.

Solis Cohen, of this city, I proceeded to the

house.

Dr. Cohen examined the eye closely, and pro-

nounced the cataract to be hard. He advised

the operation of extraction. There were several

hindrances to an easy operation in the case : the

eye was much sunken in the socket, the malar

bone prominence very high and " in the way,"

and the cornea was very flat. Yet I did not con-

sider these drawbacks sufficient to let the opera-

tion go by default. I began by entering the

knife (Beer's) and proceeded step by step in the

operation secimdem artem. I made the superior

flap successfully, and allowed the eye to close

for a moment. On examining it cautiously

again, to my chagrin, I saw that the cataract

showed no disposition to move. Gentle pressure

on the inferior portion of the globe did not stir

it. I fancied my flap was not free enough. So

gently replacing the knife, I was proceeding to

extend the incision a line or two downward, when

the thought occurred to me to rupture the cap-

sule. I touched the anterior face of the lens

slightly with the knife, when, as if by magic,

the entire structure broke up. I saw at a glance

the true condition of affairs. It was a mixed

cataract—the anterior portion, or the capsule,

being hard, the rest soft. I determined to make

the best of it, and cut through the pupil into the

gelatinous mass as well as I could with the knife,

and then introduced a curette through the same

opening, and finished it. I was compelled to

work in a hurry, and had to meet with several

troubles—the displacement of the iris being the

chief.

I closed the eye as quickly as I could, put on

a light compress and bandage, placed the patient

in bed, and ordered a half-grain of morph. sulph.

Then the real trouble began. A parotid abscess

of enormous size supervened, and then erysipe-

las. The woman was prostrated; yet I feared

tonics and strong food, on account of dreaded

inflammation in the eye. I was between two

fires, as can be understood on a moment's reflec-

tion. I was finally compelled to open the abscess

twice, and at last had to resort to iron, to arrest

the erysipelas.

61
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The case, despite these drawbacks, did well.

On examining the eye ten days after the opera-

tion, the patient said "she could see better."

I have no doubt that with proper cataract

glasses, the sight will be much improved. She

left for home ten days ago.

JAUNDICE CONNECTED WITH PERSIST-

ENT VOMITING.

By William Ekwurzel, M. D.,

Of Philadelphia.

The occurrence of jaundice in cases of per-

sistent and long-continued vomiting, where the

principal trouble seems to be seated in the

stomach, and where there are no other signs of

hepatic disease, is doubtless familiar to all

practictioners. Impressed with the belief that

the liver is not always at fault in these cases,

that the jaundice is neither to be attributed to

organic or functional disease of that organ, nor

to obstruction of its ducts, unless other signs of

these conditions be present,—the subject has

appeared to me worthy of some study.

Watson speaks of jaundice occurring in this

connection, and accounts for it by supposing that

a fold of the mucous membrane of the duodenum

is pushed up, during the acts of vomiting, in

such a manner as to obstruct completely the

orifice of the common duct. That this can

occur seems highly improbable, to say the least,

and the explanation is altogether unsatisfactory;

but admitting, for the sake of argument, that it

could take place, how could we then account for

the presence of bile in the vomited matters? The

vomiting is always markedly biliary in the cases

under consideration, and, indeed, in nearly all

cases of long-continued vomiting. The dejections

also afford unmistakable evidence of the presence

of bile, by their dark color and natural odor.

The theory, then, of obstruction of the duct is

wholly untenable so long as there is an abun-

dance of bile in the matters vomited, and a

proper proportion in the dejections, as mani-

fested by their color and odor.

In seeking the cause of the jaundice in these

cases I have been led to conclude, and would

suggest as highly probable, that, in the violent

acts of vomiting, the contents of the duodenum,

impregnated with bile, pass up through the

pylorus into the stomach, by a reversed peristaltic

action of the bowel ; and are thence partly dis-

charged by vomiting, and (some portions still

adhering to the mucous membrane,) partly taken

up by the absorbent vessels of the stomach, the

coloring matter of the bile being carried in the

circulating current to all parts of the body, thus

giving rise to the jaundice.

In cases of ura3mia, in which nature so often

institutes vomiting as a means of vicariously

eliminating the poison from the system, I have

seen jaundice come on and persist until the

function of the kidneys was again restored, when,

the vomiting ceasing, the jaundice would also

disappear. If then, in a case of this kind, we
direct our therapeutics to the irritable condition

of the stomach, from whatever cause it may
arise, and allay the vomiting, the jaundice will

speedily disappear of its own accord, and so

still further confirm the diagnosis.

The so-called cholagogue cathartics, and par-

ticularly those of vegetable origin, simply increase

the trouble by their irritant action on the gastro-

intestinal mucous membrane.

DEPRESSED FRACTURE OF SKULL.

By M. M. Bundy, M. D.,

Of Eagletown. lad.

Emma I
,
aged seven years, of feeble

habits, nervous temperament, was struck by a

piece of timber, some 18 feet long, 8 inches

broad, by 2 inches thick (which, was being used

as a lever to raise a building, and swung around

toward the house, the end farthest from the

building striking the little girl with great force),

on the left side of head. I was hastily sum-

moned to the case, Nov. 3d, 1868. Found
breathing irregular, very laborious, and about

ten respirations per minute
;
pulse imperceptible

at wrist; extremities cold, totally unconscious,

lefc side of face and head badly contused
; found

a depression of the skull behind and above the

left ear, which measured 2£ inches by 2 inches
;

giving an area of about four square inches. The
depression was so marked that the finger could,

be passed around the fracture on the edge of

bone contiguous the injury.

The symptoms indicated a speedy dissolution,

and under the unfavorable circumstances I

simply directed warmth to the extremities and

cold applications to the head.

Nov. 4th. No improvement in general symp-

toms ; extreme ecchymosis of eyelids and face.

Treatment continued.

From the 4th to the 8th I discovered no material

change in the pulse, breathing or other symp-

toms; and accordingly continued warmth to the

extremities and cold applications to the head,

during that time. Since the injury to 8th, a pe-

riod of four days, deglutition had been performed
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with great difficulty ; and during all that time

only a few spoonfuls of milk or soup had been

swallowed.

Nov. 9th. Complete paralysis of right side
;

patient continues unconscious, a partial reaction,

head and face in region of injury swollen, and

assuming an erysipelatous form of inflammation;

ecchymosis of eyelids and face unabated. Pre-

scribed six drops tinct. chloride of iron every

four hours.

Bowels to be moved by enemata ; ice water to

the head.

Nov. 30th. No improvement in general symp-

toms. Reaction coming up very feeble. Con-

tinued treatment directed yesterday.

Nov. 11th. Circulation rather better, pulse

50 per minute, breathing about 15 inspirations

per minute. Decided to operate and elevate the

depressed portion of skull. Counsel was called,

and after consultation we proceeded to make an

incision near the inferior posterior angle of the

fracture, when a quantity of effused blood (about

four ounces) escaped. After a careful examina-

tion of the injured parts, we concluded to desist

from further surgical interference, at least for

the present. We found almost the entire parietal,

and a small part of the occipital bones depressed

about one quarter of an inch below its position.

Considering the extreme feeble habits of our

patient, and the shock the system had already

sustained, and from which it had not yet suffi-

ciently rallied, she would not likely survive the

operation of trephining and elevating the bone.

Nov. 12th. Patient remains unconcious. Cir-

culation slightly improved in force and frequency,

breathing more regular, head preternaturally

warm. Continue ice to head, and prescribed :

R. Nitrate potash, grs. xv.

Tartar emetic, grs. v.

Water, f.^ ij.

M. Half teaspoonful four hours apart. Bowels

to be evacuated by enemata.

Nov. 13th. Patient apparently better, has

slight use of right leg, arm entirely useless.

Continued treatment.

14th, 15th, 16th. Continued insensibility to

surrounding objects, swallows small quantities

of soup or milk, a very slow and continued im-

provement of the vital powers; has not articu-

lated since injury; ecchymosis rapidly disappear-

ing.

From the 16th to 22d the general improve-

ment has been more marked; begins to take

notice of persons who visit the bedside, makes
repeated efforts to articulate, right arm continues

paralyzed.

From the 22d up to present writing, Dec. 7th,

1868, there has been decided improvement. The

patient is now able to sit in an easy chair an

hour with but little fatigue, can articulate most

words and even sentences. Appetite good ; cir-

culation normal, and is most certainly con-

valescent.

ANEURISM BY ANASTOMOSIS OF THE
Ear; ligation of the common Carotid Artery

with silver wire, and the wound closed

OVER IT BY THE FIRST INTENTION. By NaTHAN

Bozeman, M. D., of New York.

Reported by D. W. Hammond, M.D., and

A. L. C. Magruder, M.D.,

Of Macon, Georgia.

Miss Sarah Rockwell, aged — , was born with

a congenital neevus of the left ear. This tumor

continued to increase gradually until it attained

a considerable size—the ear was probably six

times as large as the right. It had a red appear-

ance and pulsated from earliest infancy. The

pulsation continued to increase in force until it

developed a formidable anastomosing aneurismal

tumor. The integuments gave way about three

years ago, which was followed by a considerable

loss of blood, since which time she has had four

frightful haemorrhages. The last took place on

the 10th July, 1867, and came very nearly ter-

minating her life. She was greatly prostrated,

pale and anaemic. Pulse 120. The constant

dread of a recurrence of another haemorrhage,

produced great nervousness, from want of sleep.

On examination of the vascular tissue, it pre-

sented a dark and unhealthy appearance, and

had the aneurismal thrill, throughout its whole

extent. The temporal artery imparted a whiz-

zing sound to the touch, and was about the size

of the index finger. The occipital and other

vessels running into it were much enlarged and

tortuous. Several leaden nodes or rather eleva-

tions of different colors were observed upon it.

The integuments were attenuated, and having

the appearance of early rupture at several points.

The point from which the last haemorrhage pro-

ceeded was on the anterior aspect of the ear,

midway between the helix andantihelix, which is

sometimes denominated fossa innominata. The

ear was very much distended from an effusion of

blood into the areolar tissues. On consultation

we determined to ligate the primitive carotid.

But learning that Dr. Nathan Bozeman of New
York, was in the city, we postponed the opera-

tion until we could get the benefit of his views on
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its propriety. A messenger was sent for the

Doctor, and he arrived in a short time, and after

a thorough examination of the case fully con-

curred with us—that the artery should be taken

up. And by our particular request he kindly

consented to perform the operation.

The patient was confined in the usual position,

and placed under chloroform by Dr. Castlin.

The Doctor now cut down upon the artery—in

the triangular space,—and carefully, cautiously

and skilfully laid bare the vessel and tied a silver

wire ligature around it. The ends of the wire

were then cut off close and the wound closed

over it. The pulsation, throughout the whole

extent of the aneurismal tumor, instantly ceased.

The patient stood the operation well, and had a

good recovery from the effects of the chloroform.

She was entirely unconscious of the operation.

Pulse 100, full and regular. The operation was
performed at 10 o'clock A. M.

July 12. Saw her at 12 M., and again at 6

P. M.—resting quietly from one-third grain mor-

phine given her by Dr. Magruder, immediately

after she was placed in bed.

13th, 9 o'clock, A. M., saw her with Drs. Boze-

man and Magruder; rested well during the

night, without sleep, however. Skin moist, pulse

95. Temperature of the right (sound) side of

the face 92° Fah. ; left aneurismal side, 90°.

Complains of sore throat, and has a difficulty of

deglutition. Ear and surrouuding parts reduced

in size, and the doughy feel much less—from

coagulation of the blood in the aneurismal areo-

lar tissues. 6 P. M. doing well, gave one third

grain morphine; slept well during the night,

pulse corded, temperature, sound side 95°; dis-

eased 92.°

14th. Feels well comparatively, drank some

soup, and ate the leg and liver of a small chicken,

and a half cup of tea.

15th, Ear sore and tender this morning, and
very sensative, pulse 100. Skin clammy, and
the ear erysipelatous; temperature of diseased

side, 91°, well 96°; difference 5°. Kemoved the

compress and bandages which were applied im-

mediately after the operation. Ordered warm
brandy as a lavement, and directed thirty drops

of the persesqui-chloride iron to be given three

times a day. Whiskey toddy, generous diet, etc.

6, P. M. Pulse 120, temperature—well side,

98°, disease, 94°—feels comfortable; wound looks

healthy .and uniting. Ear red and tender. Ery-

sipelatous vesications drying and disease giving

way.

16th, 9, A. M. Pulse 98, temperature—sound

side, 94°— diseased, 90, has slight headache other-

wise feeling well. Ordered an enema of salt and i

water, supposing the headache proceeded from

constipation, having had no evacuation since the

operation.

17th. Enema operated well, and feels much;

relief this morning. Pulse 100, temperature ,

sound side 94°—diseased 92°.

18th, 9, A. M. Quite cheerful, has a good appe-

tite, and sat up a short time this morning. Tem-

perature equal, 92° on each side. Tumor con-

densing and much diminished in size.

19th. We neglected to mention that the wound

was brought together by five silver sutures,

which we removed today—wound united. She:

continued gradually to improve from this time,

and in the course of a week or ten days, was

walking about the house. She had a perfect and

satisfactory recovery. The aneurismal ear and

surrounding parts were not as yet of the normal

size, and probably never will be, from the long

;

continuance of the disease; they are, however,

still diminishing.

We were induced to publish this interesting

case on account of the artery having been ligated

with silver wire, which we think has established

the fact that silver is innoxious, and that when

left in the flesh, is no impediment against adhe-

sion or union by the first intention. And we

are also inclined to the opinion, that it is the

best and safest ligature that can be used, espe-

cially on large vessels.

Medical Societies,

BUTLER COUNTY (O ) MEDICAL SOCIETY.

The Butler County Medical Society met in the

court room January 7th, 1869. The President,

Dr. C. Falconer in the chair. A very full at-

tendance marked this meeting as one showing

both the interest of its members and the pros-

perity of the Society. Order of business :

Minutes of last meeting read, approved and

accepted. Election of officers for 1869:

W. W. Caldwell, President; John Corson,

Vice-President; H. Beauchamp, Secretary; Wm.
IIuber, Treasurer; C. Falconer, J. S. McNeeley,

E. L. Hill, Censors.

New members received: E. L. Hill and H.

Saunders, of Oxford and J. C. Patchell, Hamil-

ton.

After receiving the report of the Treasurer,

the society adjourned, on the invitation of Dr.

Huber, to partake of the hospitalities of himself
j

and family, in the shape of a bountiful dinner,
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prepared by the ladies of the family, which will

long be remembered for the good feeling and

evidences of enjoyment displayed during the

time passed at their board.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

The following reports of committees were re-

ceived: Dr. Beauchamp, on the Microscope;

Drs. Huber, Gale and Beauchamp, on Ethics.

Dr. John Corson reported a very interesting

case, with the result of the operation resorted to

during the treatment.

Drs. Scobey and Hinckley were appointed

essayists for the April meeting.

Adjourned to meet at Oxford, April 1, 1869.

H. Beauchamp, M. D., Secretary.

Editorial Department.

Periscope.

Bromide of Potassium in Laryngismus Stridulus.

Dr. B. F. Dawson, Lecturer on Uterine

Pathology in the Medical Department of the

University of New York, has the following use-

ful article in the Am. Jour, of Obstetrics.

That the bromide of potassium is a valuable

remedy for many diseases having their origin in

some affection of the nervous system, is acknow-

ledged almost universally, but that its power has

been greatly overrated, and its utility in some
diseases based upon mere hypothesis, is also a

fact which cannot be denied. In view of these

facts, therefore, it is advisable to be cautious in

pronouncing upon its merits in the alleviation of

certain afiections, and it is only after repeated

experiments with it alone on any one individual,

or type of disease, that we can feel as to its

merits. Enough, however, is known of its effects

to enable us to rely upon it as a valuable remedy

in certain diseases affecting the cerebral centres,

and those due to increased reflex action.

It was on account of this acknowledged power

which it possesses over spasmodic affections that

I was induced to use it in the following case of

spasm of the glottis.

About the 10th November, 1868, a little boy

not quite four years- old was brought to me by

his mother, suffering from what she thought

must be u croup. ,, She stated, on interrogation,

that about six months ago she first noticed that

her child would occasionally be seized, whilst

asleep, with a difficulty in breathing which

would last but a few moments, and then the

child would sleep as naturally as before. These

attacks occurred in the beginning about once or

twice a week, and remedies which she used gave

no relief whatever; for at the end of four months

the attacks had increased in frequency and se-

verity, and often she thought the child would

choke to death. During these attacks he would

jump up in bed and stretch out his neck in his

efforts to obtain breath, and his breathing was so

loud as to be heard throughout the house. The

spasm generally lasted but a few minutes. In

this state he continued up to the present time,

the paroxysms returning nightly for the last

month, and no relief being obtained from the

remedies used. In other respects, the child was

quite well; he ate regularly, and was only al-

lowed simple nutritious food, as had been or-

dered by her physician. His bowels were regu-

lar, and in the daytime he was as playful and

bright as any child of his age. Examination of

the child's head, chest, throat, mouth, etc., re-

vealed nothing to account for the disease, and I

therefore considered the case one of u Spasm of

the Glottis," due to some one of the many nervous

influences which sometimes give rise this affec-

tion, but as to what was the particular influence

inducing it, I was unable to discover. With this

opinion as to the disease and its cause, I was de-

sirous of trying what effect the bromide of po-

tassium would exert over these paroxysmal

spasms, and accordingly, to this end I ordered

the child ten grains of the salt every hour, from

eight to ten P. M., the same dose to be repeated

at the same hour for three nights, at the end of

which time the child was again to be brought to

me. I was not a little surprised to learn at the

end of this time that the child had not the

slightest return of the "spasm" from the first

night the bromide was taken, and that its sleep

and breathing were exceedingly easy. As the

disease was evidently impressed by the pre-

scribed treatment, I directed a continuance of

the salt in the same doses for two nights more,

after which time but one dose was to be given on

going to bed, for two nights only, and the med'-

cine was then to be dispensed with altogether.

These directions the mother carefully followed,

and for the last five nights the child has had no

medicine whatever, but notwithstanding has not

had the slightest return of the disease.

From the foregoing facts it is therefore evident

that in this case the bromide of potassium cer-

tainly must have the credit of at least tempora-

rily relieving an obstinate and dangerous affec-

tion, and although it is not safe as yet to consider

the disease as cured, yet I may safely believe

that the paroxysms have been completely broken,
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for a time at least, by its action, and there is

all likelihood that they will not return for some

time ; and when they do recur I may confidently

rely upon the bromide of potassium as a power-

ful means for at once warding them off. The in-

terest attached to this case is, that I do not know

of any case of laryngismus stridulus in which

the bromide of potassium has been used, and

that consequently we may possibly find it a

valuable agent in this disease; and as this salt is

known to be efficacious over certain spasmodic or

reflex actions, may not this disease, when due to

nerve lesions, be made to yield under its judi-

cious and persevering use? Its power, at least,

is worth trial, and the above case I shall watch

carefully, and rely solely on the bromide of po-

tassium so long as I find it makes an impression

on the disease.

It would not be out of place to mention that

Dr. J. Russell Reynolds
(
The Practitioner,

July, 1868), in a paper on the use of the bromide

of potassium in spasmodic affections, says:

That its efficacy is most marked when the malady

is "paroxysmal;" and, according to Dr. Plet-

ger's observations {Deutsche KliniJc, No. 10,

1868), "it excels all other drugs as a remedy for

spasms and excessive reflex action of the nervous

centres."

It may be quite probable that the effect of the

bromide of potassium in the case cited above,

was simply due to the ancesthesia it produces

when given in large doses, as was done in this

case, and not to any direct impression on the

cerebral or ganglionic systems.

Bed Line Around the Funis as a Sign of
Betarded Birth.

Dr. J. B. Bond writes to the Medical Times and
Gazette

:

"Although it was, many years ago, a matter

of controversy whether or not a pregnant women
ever carried her child much beyond nine solar

months, it is now, as you know, universally

admitted that although a large majority do not

vary much from two hundred and seventy days,

it sometimes happens that the term of foetal life

is very much prolonged. All the plans hitherto

recommended for recognising such cases have
proved unsatisfactory. If the following case

shall have the effect of pointing out a means
more worthy of credit, my object in bringing

them before the Society will be accomplished.

In the year 1849 I was sent for, on March 24,

to see Mrs. W., who felt quite sure she had been

pregnant some weeks more than nine months. I

found her very large and very "clumsy," but

without any signs of labor.

On May 9, I was again called to Mrs. W. She

had, when she sent for me, some slight pains, but

these had entirely subsided before I reached her

place of residence, more than ten miles in the

country.

On May 16, between her eleventh and twelfth

month according to her own reckoning, I was

again in attendance. I found the os uteri dilated,

the membranes ruptured, and a natural presen-

tation. After a long and painful labor she was

delivered of a very large still-born male child

—

it had porished during labor. On examination I

found encircling the umbilicus of the child, just

where the funis joins it, a bright red ring less

than two lines wide.

Since 1849 I have observed this red ring in

three other cases, in all of which there were

good reasons for believing that the children had

been retained in utero beyond nine months.

Only one of these children was still-born. Judg-

ing from my own experience only (for I have

never seen or heard this red ring at birth re-

ferred to by others), I believe it always indicates

retardation, and that in such cases it may always

be found if carefully looked for.

Poisonous Dyes.

This question, which has been considerably

agitated of late, has lately been discussed in the

London Times, by Dr. Tarral. The subject of

investigation was a sock.

" The sock is composed of three textile sub-

stances.

"1 and 2. A mixture of wool and cotton forms

the violet ground.

" 3. The red bands are in pure silk.

"The violet ground is colored with the violet

of aniline, a color much used in dyeing. The

discovery of it is due to Hofmann, of London.

This coloring matter is prepared with aniline,

which latter is obtained from benzine. The silk

is dyed with fuchsine, a red of aniline, which is

also prepared from aniline. The red coloring

matter is pure fuchsine ; it is not accompanied

by any substance recognized as poison. It is to

the fuchsine alone that the occurence can be at-

tributed. Aniline violet and fuchsine are pre-

pared by different processes. They constitute

two processes which have not the same composi-

tion.' It is remarkable that the violet of aniline,

which is derived from benzine, should have no

action, while that of the red of aniline should be

so energetic ; it is for science and the public to

appreciate a fact so new and so important. In
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presence of the circumstances described, and of
the accident to Mr. M , the question arises,

how fuchsine, which has been used largely in

dyeing for ten years past, has never been discov-

ered to possess any poisonous property. The re-

ply would be, that up to the present ttme it has
been used only for articles of dress not coming
in direct contact with the skin. The present is

the first case in which I have met with fuchsine

used for stockings. The stocking is, of all others,

the article of dress brought most into contact with
the skin, round which it is, moreover, compressed
tightly by the shoe. I must remark also, that

fuchsine is soluble in weak acids. Perspiration

is acid, and is nowhere more profuse than in the

feet, where, confined within the shoe, it is ab-

sorbed by the tissue of the socks.

"In conclusion, the accident to Mr. M
shows clearly that fuchsine is poison."

Professor Wanklyn, in th6 British Medical
Journal, Oct. 10th, observes, in relation to ar-

senic in aniline colors:

"It is generally known that some of the old

crude magenta cake and liquor which was in the
market some few years ago, shortly after the
first bringing out of the dye, was largely con-

taminated with arsenic. But it is not generally
known, even to chemists, that much of the beau-
tifully crystallized magenta used to consist of ar-

senate of roseine, being not, properly speaking,
contaminated with arsenic, but actually consist-'

ing of an arsenical compound. In the early part
of 1863, (assisted by Mr. Robinson, who was my
assistant at that time) I made an examination of
the beautifully crystallized magenta which was
being manufactured at one of the largest coal-tar

color works in Europe, and found it to be arseni-

ate of roseine, apparently chemically pure. The
following is a comparison between the calculated

numbers for pure arseniate of roseine, and those
actually found on making a combustion.

C2oHi9N3,As03H.
Theory.

C20

Hl9
N3

As
3

240
20
42
75
48

425

56.47

4.70

Found.

56.46

4.91

100.00

"Both the nitrogen and the arsenic were de-
termined; and though the numbers given were
not by any means accurate, were still quite near
enough to confirm the formula, C2oHi9N3 ,As03lI.

"Since 1863 there have been great changes in

the mode of purifying magenta; and I hardly
think that this pure arseniate of roseine would

be found largely to day. Still it would be rash

to assert that this kind of magenta has entirely

disappeared from the market. But, be this as it,

may, there is reason to fear that most of the ma-
genta, and also all those common blues and vio-

lets which are made from it, are more or less

contaminated with arsenic. To mend the mat-

ter, it is not generally known to chemists, but is

nevertheless quite true, that the mere detection

of arsenic in aniline colors is not always easy

—

even when large quantities of arsenic are present

;

the aniline colors having the property of mask-

ing the presence of arsenic to a very great ex-

tent."

Mr. William Crookes states, [Times, Oct. 16,)

that arsenic has nothing to do with the effects

described, as no arsenical compound, in connec-

tion with aniline dyes, has been sold for many
years ; and he observes that all the colors com-

plained of contain one ingredient in common

—

a brilliant and fast, orange dye (the different

shades being produced by the admixture of this

orange with other harmless colors) which he has

succeeded in identifying as one of the several

aniline orange dyes which have been introduced

into commerce during the last eighteen months.

It possesses acid properties; is insoluble in water,

but soluble in alkalies : it gives a very stable dye

on silk and wool, and, under exceptional condi-

tions, would be capable of producing an irritat-

ing action on the skin. Mr. Crookes thinks

that the reason there have been so few com-

plaints arises from the fact that normal perspi-

ration is slightly acid, and consequently will not

act upon the insoluble acid dye, but that, under

exceptional circumstances, the perspiration may
become alkaline, when a portion of the dye

would be dissolved and become absorbed.

Paralysis Glosso-pharyngea.

Mingard, in» a very good dissertation on this

subject, published at Strasburg, refers to two

cases which he observed in the clinic of that

place, and examines the history of twenty-two

other cases.

—

[Aerztl. Lit.-Blatt, No. 7, 1868.)

He found extraordinary difficulty of speech in

the two cases first mentioned.

Duchenne, of Boulogne, described thirteen

cases of the disease in 1860; Ecussis in 1862,

and Trousseau in 1864, met with the disease in

their clinics; a few other descriptions in the

journals, and a dissertation in Paris, in 1868, are

all examined by Mingard.

A difference of opinion exists whether the dis-

ease is a symptom, an ataxia locomotrix, or a

disease sui generis. At first it was regarded as
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a paralysis muscularis progressiva of the tongue,

soft palate, and lips; later as an invariably fatal

paralysis, -which indeed begins at the situations

beforementioned, but successively attacks the

respiratory, and different portions of the locomo-

tory apparatus. Mingard is of opinion that the

disease is a group of symptoms, which nearly

always ends with symptoms of general paralysis,

and with, or without effect on the mind. When
the paralysis remains confined to the organs in

which it first makes its appearance, it depends

upon an organic change.

Symptoms. First we generally have obstinate

salivation, then the tongue loses a portion of its

mobility. At the same time we often find dis-

turbances in the mobility of the extremities.

The articularis labiorum is first seized, paralysis

of the tongue and soft palate soon follows, or

occurs at the same time. Deglutition is inter-

fered wT ith, the voice becomes affected, through

the condition of the tongue. Speaking through

the nose is usual; and lastly, aphonia becomes

established in consequence of paralysis of the

larynx. Dyspnoea now comes on from reduction

of the powers of expiration, and paralysis of the

muscles which control the vocal cords.

The impossibility of closure of the glottis was
demonstrated with the laryngoscope. After all

the foregoing symptoms have -set in, we have a

period in which the disease appears to stand

still. If we are called in at this stage, we would
have difficulty in considering the case one of

special paralysis, or a disease sui generis. Soon,

however, more extended disturbances appear.

Intelligence becomes diminished, and fades away;
the mobility of other regions becomes affected.

The fatal termination takes place, sooner or later,

through interference with respiration, circula-

tion, or deglutition; a slow asphyxia, or repeated

syncopes end the scene. If, however, the patient

resists these attacks, the paralytic symptoms be-

come wider spread, and death takes place from

marasmus.

The anatomical data are few as yet. Without
doubt, there is often found sclerosis of the me-

dulla oblongata, and an a frophic change at the

origin of those motor nerves which supply the

tongue, lips, larynx and pharynx. The nerves

themselves show no change, nor do the muscles,

except a fatty degeneration in the later stages.

Always we only find pathological changes in the

medulla oblongata, and the origin of the nerves,

i. e., in the central parts.

JEtiology. In all cases observed up to the

present time, we find an absence of all pathologi-

cal antecedents of any importance.

The danger of the disease consists in the ra-

pidity of its termination, and in its nearly always

ending fatally. Only in one case has there been

observed "an improvement approaching to a

cure."

Treatment. Faradization, hydropathy, argenti

nitras, as well as other so called powerful reme-

dies, have been found useless up to the present

time.

Secondary indications for the prolongation of

life are, however, to be carried out; as the pre-

vention, or treatment of inanition, asphyxia,

syncope, etc.

Cancer in its Relation to Geological Structure.

Some interesting inquiries on this point have

lately been published in England by Dr. Havi-

land. The Nation sums them up as follows:

"In taking on the distribution of disease in

Great Britain Doctor Haviland makes the fol-

lowing statements: He has found, by an exami-

nation of the Registrar-General's health statis-

tics, that cancer, a disease which is among the

most baffling with which medical men have to

deal, is of comparatively rare occurrence in the

north-west of England and in Wales, and also in

the south and south-east of England. Now,

Wales and North-west England belong geologi-

cally to the oldest formations—the silurian and

the carboniferous—

w

Thile the other great district

free from cancer includes the chalk hills of

Southern England and the "oolitic formations"

of Gloucestershire, Northamptonshire, and Ox-

fordshire. Stronger still—in fact, a good deal

stronger—is the evidence furnished by the ar-

rangement of those portions of England which,

also free from cancer, connect the two great dis-

tricts we have mentioned. Coloring blue, say,

in sign of their exemption, those portions of the

map where cancer is not prevalent, we shall find

the two large patches of blue connected by two

blue strips extending across the red sandstone of

Warwickshire, the red sandstone and lias of

Leicestershire, the red sandstone and carbonife-

rous rocks of Derbyshire, and the sandstone

heights of Worcestershire and Staffordshire. The

two blue patches and their connecting links—on

which take place but a small number of the

42,000 deaths from cancer which occur in the

kingdom year by year—cover those parts of the

country which are of the most ancient geological

formations. Turning to the regions where can-

cer is most fatal, we find them to belong to the

tertiary or most recent formations, and we find

also that for the most part they surround the

great rivers after they have reached their full
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size and approach the sea. The Thames cancer

field is said to come to its bounds where the

London clay stops—the clay being of the lower

eocene, a late formation. Other cancer-fields are

in the alluvial valley of the Humber and on the

alluvium of Norfolk, Suffolk, Lincolnshire, and

East Yorkshire. Now, the distribution of con-

sumption is almost exactly the reverse of that of

cancer. It flourishes on the old formations, and
gets its smallest number of victims in the lower

and more sheltered, though damper haunts of

cancer. That those haunts are lower and more
sheltered, may, to be sure, be the reason of their

comparative exemption from phthisis, and the

fact of their geological structure may bear only

secondarily on their character as seats of dis-

ease. In other words, it may very well be that

Doctor Haviland should not have spoken of

their geological features at all, except as these

affect their physical features."

Contributions to the Proper Detection and For-
ensic Judgment of Diseased States of the
Mind, for Physicians, Judges, and Counsel.

Dr. Von Krafft-Ebing says, in the Deutsche

Klinik, No. 31, 1868: Generally, open disturb-

ances of the intelligence and perception give us

the idea of insanity, and an active judgment is

regarded as a criterion for freedom of will or

sanity. But, intermediately we have modifica-

tions of the mind's life, which influence the

will injuriously, without apparently or really

perverting the intelligence. To this class be-

long disturbances of the imagination, a too slow
or too rapid action of the same, depression and
exaltation of consciousness (selbstgefiilil) and
not infrequently, from these conditions arise

insane impulses, which often lead to injurious

practices; and monomania is, therefore, classed

as a separate form of insanity,

Every case of real insanity calls into being a

complicated pathological process, which is not
exhausted in producing one symptom, and it

must be regarded as a whole, and followed in its

regular course of phenomena. As we have strong

special energies of the brain in individuals who
possess peculiar talents, so we may also have pe-

culiar prominent signs or symptoms of the mind,
when this is in an abnormal state, but these are

always combined with the usual and inseparable

efforts of the mind or actions of the brain.

Professor Falret, in a lecture at the Salpetri-

ere, Paris, 1850, spoke of the impossibility of a
pure monomania existing in and for itself. Our
author examined a girl in the prison at Malgar-
ten, near Osnabrlick, who had committed repeat-

ed incendiary acts without other apparent cause

than insane impulse, and he found her entering

the age of puberty. Disturbances of the mind,

especially those of chronic origin, are nearly al-

ways ushered in by paraesthesiae, which make
themselves felt either in somatic sensibility, or as

abnormalities of psychical sensation. The latter

are generally of a sombre character, not infre-

quently very deeply rooted, and may be detected

by division into their several parts. The indes-

cribable or causeless mental state of fear is an

expression of bodily discomfort ; the self-accusa-

tion and remorse for breach of duties, etc., may
be regarded in connection with certain decided

disturbances of the nervous sensations, as formi-

cation, itching, tearing sensations, stitches, local

burning, delusions of the senses, etc. These par-

esthesias are a neurosis which produces depres-

sion of spirits and a psychically painful condition

of consciousness, from which the various forms of

error can arise; among these melancholia stands

in the first rank ; it makes all impressions from

without painful and disagreeable; former pleas-

ures become disliked, and the individual becomes

seized with fear, grief, apprehension, etc. Mel-

ancholia often precedes insanity for a long time,

and it exists in the most diverse nervous affec-

tions ; it is also a frequent sequence of bodily

dissipation and shattered or shaken affections.

Entrance into puberty particularly predisposes to

melancholia, especially when the new sensations

of that period lead to masturbation and anaemia.

If the perversion goes no further, that is, if no

delusion of the senses, or deliria occur, we do

not observe the abnormal state of the individual's

mind, and he follows his customary avocations

as usual. Even if we remark his sombre dispo-

sition, his motiveless change of spirits, increased

irritability, alteration of social conduct, yet we
generally pass all these without anxiety, or seek

their cause in caprices and singularity. But,

our author says, notwithstanding the quiet be-

havior of the individual, apart from his little

peculiarities, he resembles a volcano, beneath

whose slumbering ashes a fierce eruption is

preparing, and slight, often very slight, circum*

stances may be the occasion of a terrible mental

explosion. Such persons are not infrequently

dangerous to themselves, as well as to others;

because they are disturbed and hindered in their

freedom of action much more than we suppose;

and this latter part is a misfortune to them.

The question arises: Is it possible that a state

of simple psychical depression can disturb the

free will and freedom of action to such a degree

that they shall sink into a forced, and therefore
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involuntary condition? Our author does not

hesitate to answer this affirmatively in thesi;

but in praxi, strong proofs of a forced will pro-

duced by disturbances, must be given, in order

to avert the danger of excusing crimes and pas-

sions.

Diagnosis of Early Pregnancy.

Br. Robert Barnes, of London, Fellow and

late Examiner in Midwifery,
,
Royal College of

Physicians
;
Obstetric Physician and Lecturer on

Midwifery, St. Thomas' Hospital; Consulting

Physician to the East London Children's Hos-

pital; Examiner in Midwifery, Royal College of

Surgeons; gives the following as the most

reliable signs to diagnose early pregnancy, (Brit.

Med. Journal).

1. A change of texture in the os uteri and

vaginal portion. It is soft, cushiony, a little

patulous perhaps, and lubricated with mucus.

2. A change of position : the os is found con-

siderably higher up and farther back under the

promontory than in the unimpregnated state;

and the os, instead of looking downwards in the

axis of the pelvic cavity, looks backwards, per-

haps a little upwards.

3. A change of position in the body of the

uterus: this depends upon the same cause as the

change of position of the os. The normal posi-

tion of the uterus is one of slight anteversion

when the body is in the erect posture. The

uterus, swinging, as it were, on the broad liga-

ments, is ready to revolve to a certain extent on

its transverse axis. If the finger be applied to

the os, drawing down the vaginal portion, the

fundus rises in the opposite direction. The

whole uterus is a lever of the first order ; the

fundus and vaginal portion form the two arms,

either of which may be moved by an external

power. The two arms are of an unequal length
;

the upper one formed by the body of the uterus

is not only the longer but the heavier, and the

freer from restraint. When, therefore, the body

—the part which is exclusively the seat of gesta-

tion—is enlarged, the increase of size, length,

and weight adds in a geometrical ratio to the

power of the longer arm of the lever. It natur-

ally falls forward and downward ; the axis of

the uterus no longer approximates to that of the

pelvis, but becomes oblique in reference to the

axis of the pelvic brim; nearly horizontal when
the subject is erect. This anteversion is further

liable to increase by the fundus being weighted

with the superincumbent intestines. Every in-

spiration, every movement that fixes the chest,

tends to exert a leverage action upon the uterus,

the power of which increases in an accelerated

ratio with the growth of the uterus. This leve -

age in anteversion, or mouvement de bascule, as

the French call it, produces the sign to which I

wish to invite special attention.

4. The elevation and retrogression of the

vaginal portion is impeded by the intimate union

existing between the anterior wall of the cervix

uteri and the base of the bladder. The neck of

the uterus can only rise backwards by dragging

the neck of the bladder along with it. This pro-

duces peculiar conditions very perceptible to the

touch. The resistance opposed by the mass of

cellular tissue that binds the uterus to the

bladder is partly overcome by stretching. The

cellular tissue is remarkably extensile : and the

extensibility of the vaginal wall is well known.

The mass of inter-cervico-vesical tissue plnys an

important part in pregnancy and labor. During

pregnancy, it undergoes the stretching referred

to. During labor it is still further stretched : it

is by virtue of this free extensibility that the

lower part of the uterus glides down into the

pelvis before the advancing head, the bladder

and anterior wall of the vagina remaining more

fixed. In this way, small vessels are commonly

torn, and haematocele or small extravasations of

blood take place in the loose tissue. These

extravasations are very common ; but a condition

I have never found wanting in every case in

which 1 have had the opportunity of examining

the body a few days after labor, is a large effusion

of serum. This, of course, is readily absorbed,

and the stretched cellular tissue recovers its

normal compactness. Thus the space between

the uterus and bladder is elongated. This

stretching and elongation is attended by a stretch-

ing and smoothing out of the anterior and upper

wall of the vagina. This change in the vagina is

very remarkable. Instead of the deep groove, or

cul-de-sac, commonly found in the non-pregnant

state in front of the os uteri, the os being lifted

up, and brought nearly into a straight line with

the anterior wall of the vagina, we find the

anterior aspect of the cervix from the edge of

the os, forming a continuous plane with the

upper part of the anterior wall of the vagina.

The features of this plane vary with the epoch

of pregnancy. During the first month, whilst

the anteversion or mutation of the body of the

uterus is yet moderate, the vaginal cul-de-sac is

not quite obliterated; the length of the plane,

measured from os uteri to the lower edge of the

symphysis pubis, is about two inches ;
the natural

corrugations of the vagina are not lost
;
and

there is an elastic sensation in the course of this
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plane through which it is not always easy to

feel the body of the uterus, which rests upon it.

But, at the end of two months, the features are

less ambiguous. The os has been tilted higher

up ; the body of the uterus is larger, and its

nutation is more marked. The connecting tissue

between uterus and bladder is more stretched;

the vaginal mucous membrane, also stretched in

a corresponding degree, is smoother and more

tense to the feel ; and the uterine body reclining

upon it is felt firm and rounded through it, an

elastic cushion intervening. If the abdominal

walls be not too thick and resisting, the fundus

of the uterus can be felt by the hand pressed in

above the symphysis, so that the size, shape, and

position of the uterus, can be measured between

the two hands.

I believe there is no condition excepting preg-

nancy that brings out so distinctly the features I

have attempted to describe. The tense smooth

plane, extending from the os uteri forward to

the symphysis pubis, is characteristic of preg-

nancy. This sign alone has many times indicated

to me the existence of pregnancy
;
and, on seek-

ing for corroborative testimony, I have seldom

failed to find it.

The most valuable sign of all, perhaps, is the

violet coloration of the vaginal portion and the

vagina, described by Jacquemier. If this is

minutely investigated, it will be found that the

appearance due to pregnancy differs from the

occasional resemblances that depend upon other

causes. In pregnancy, the general and intense

hyperaemia is dependent upon an augmented

supply of blood attracted by the developmental

stimulus. Owing to the absence of valves, and

the free anastomosis of the vessels, the entire

vascular system of the pelvis shares in this

hypersemia. The capillaries and smaller veins

become enlarged
;
-the veins increase in tortuosity

and prominence
;
they become in some instances

varicose ; the mucous surface is irregular in

consequence, sometimes resembling the cerebral

convolutions ; but a more characteristic feature

is, the appearance of small veins in the labia

minora et majora, of a purple color, merging in

the vagina into the general purple color of the

mucous membrane. This appearance of the

veins of the vulva is strictly analogous and

similar to that of the veins in the breasts. I can

verify the observation of Dr. McClintock, that

the violet color of the vagina disappears if the

child dies.

If the speculum be used, it will commonly be

found that a creamy secretion gathers in the

undus of the vagina. The features which I

have described, taken together—namely, the feel

of the os uteri, its position, the smooth stretched

plane of the vagina extending backward, the

rounded firm mass felt through the elastic plane,

and the vascular appearance of the vagina and

vulva—raise the presumption ofpregnancy almost

to certainty.

Heeent Improvements in the Operative Surgery
of the Eye.

At the Liverpool Medical Association, Oct. 22,

Mr. T. Bickerton spoke of the recent large

advances in this department, and to the advan-

tages offered to the scientific physiologist and

pathologist by the peculiar construction of the

eye, and by the aid of the opthalmoscope. He
drew attention to the treatment of affections of

the lacrymal passages, by slitting the puncta

lacrymalia on the lower lid, as far as the opening

into the sac
5
and exhibited the instrument used

for doing this, and the probes used by Mr.
Bowman and Von Grafe. He then showed the

ball and needle used for destroying nseva materni

on the lids. In trichiasis, the treatment recom-

mended by Dr. Williams, of Cork, was, to dip a

needle into deliquesced caustic potash, and insert

it into each affected hair-bulb, drawing out the

hairs three or four days afterward. This should

be done early. If the whole row were involved,

it was advisable to excise a piece of the skin and

cartilage above the edge of the lid, and then

bring the parts together by means of sutures,

treating supernumerary hairs by caustic potash.

In entropium, the present operation is to make
two incisions through the skin and tarsi, and

part of the orbicularis palpebrarum; to seize the

end of the enclosed skin, and, by vertical inci-

sions, to cut through the muscle and remove it

entirely, and then to apply sutures, but no dress-

ing. Squint should be operated upon early.

Mr. Bickerton described Leibreich's mode of

cutting subcutaneously, and the method which he

adopted himself, and which he had found ex-

ceedingly satisfactory. The instruments used in

these operations were exhibited. Excision of

the eyeball was devised by O'Farrell, of Dublin,

and M. Bonnet, about the same time, and inde-

pendently of each other. It was first performed

by Dr. Storber in 1841 5 and Mr. Critchett

first performed it in this country. The operation

was fully described. The hemorrhage, as a rule,

was slight, and could be controlled by a stream

of water from sponges. A light pad of lint and

bandage over the lids was all the dressing re-

quired. Abscission of the anterior half of the

eye was an operation in which Mr. Bickerton
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had no faith. He described the modes of opera-

ting; for soft cataract: 1, by making a small

incision into the cornea and evacuating the lens

by one or two operations; 2, extraction by
suction. The lens may be removed at once by

this process; but no more suction-force should be

employed than is sufficient to bring it away with

ease. The author found that, when the lens was

very soft, suction was not required. In hard

traumatic cataracts, Von Grafe originated the

traction operation ; and it has been extended to

other cataracts by Dr. Schuft. The various

steps of the process were explained, and the

scoops, etc., shown. This did not give good

results ; and its place had been taken by Von
Grafe's modified linear extraction. The author

went very fully into the mode of doing this
;

explaining the various steps and the precautions

to be taken, as well as the after-treatment. He
had found the results in his own hands more

satisfactory than those of any other operation on

the eye. Capsular cataract was removed by one

or two needles
5
and, if this failed, by a broad

needle through an opening in the cornea. In

some cases, it was necessary to enlarge this,

and.to take away a portion of the iris. Artificial

pupil should be made as central and well defined

as possible directly behind a clear cornea, and

that which was least altered in curvature. The
modes of doing it were : 1, removal of a portion

of the iris
; 2, withdrawing a portion of the iris,

iridodesis ; 3, incision of the iris. It was re-

quired for inflammatory adhesions ; dense nebulse

of the cornea over the centre of the pupil. In

the latter, iridodesis was very useful. The
author described the several operations, and also

a modified one by himself. He then entered into

the question of iridectomy, and spoke strongly in

its favor, enumerating the several affections in

which it should be employed. The rationale of

its action was uncertain ; but it affected a change

in the circulation and in the secretion of aqueous

humor. There was a very intimate relation,

through the ciliary muscle, between the iris,

choroid, and retina. In describing the operation

the author said he seldom found it necessary to

give chloroform ; and that he used Vox Grafe's

narrow knife for modified linear extraction,

making the incision on a small scale. He had

also done the operation with the conjunctival

flap, as in modified linear extraction, and had

found it very satisfactory. In considering the

relative practical value of iridectomy, division of

the ciliary ligament, and division of the ciliary

muscle, he was of opinion that each was of very

great value in properly selected cases. He then

gave an interesting history of the operations for

puncturing the eyeball, from the time when it

was first practised by Dr. Whvte, of Manchester,

in 1802, up to the present time. In conclusion,

he alluded to the evacuation of effusion between

the retina, choroid, and sclerotic, by two needles,

and laceration of these tissues, as practised by
Messrs. Bowman and Hulke.

Early Treatment of the Insane.

In the province of Westphalia the directors of

the Marsberg and Lengerich Insane Asylums
have ordered that native patients shall be sub-

sisted free of cost during the first year of their

malady. This is done in order that cases may
be placed under treatment while yet in the

initial stage. They claim to cure 80—90 per cent

of all cases admitted during the first month of.

the disease, fewer with every additional month,

and assert that incurability is the rule after one

year's duration. {Berliner Klinische Wochen-

schrift, No. 26, 1863.)

Hidden Mania.

Platner in his Progr. de amentia occulta, I. et

IL, Lipsice, 1797, speaks of hidden mania—an

urging on, and striving of the burdened mind

towards a deed of violence ; which it secretly

desires and prepares for, as if this would lighten

and free it of its oppression.

Reviews and Book Notices.

NOTES ON" BOOKS.

The following interesting notice of a semi-

medical book we clip from the Nation. The au-

thor is Dr. E. Bertulus, and his title, "I/Ath6-

isme du Dix-neuvieme Siecle devant PHistoire, la

Philosophic Medicale, et rHumanite."

"In the name of his fellow men, the Doctor

contends that he is descended neither from a

vegetable (Schmidt), nor a fish or seal (Dr. La-

mel), nor, finally, from a monkey (Drs. Vogt

and Filipi). The monkey question is well treat-

ed, and the conclusion is that we are not "singes

sans queue perfectionnee." The author main-

tains that Cabanis and Fourcroy were not athe-

ists and materialists. We believe it is Carlyle

who attributes to Cabanis the saying that the

seat of the soul is in the smaller intestines. What
Cabanis did say was that the brain secretes

thoughts as the liver bile, or the kidneys urine.

Gall, with his 'Organologie Phrenologique,' con-

tinued the school of Cabanis. and successfully

vulgarized science, until extinguished in France

by serious researches into mental alienation and
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the fun of Gavarni, who showed in one of his

most laughable sketches, 'que le systeme des

bosses est ne de la bosse des systemes.' Then
came the overthrowers of Cabanis—-Bichat and

Pixel. Bichat, unconscious of his genius, un-

conscious that he had founded a school, sells his

great work on anatomy for twenty five Louis d'ors

to a publisher who made half a million out of it.

The question is raised as to the sole cause of

mental alienation being lesion of the brain

;

stress is laid on the corollaries of Esquirol.

1. Organic lesion in insane is found in sane.

2. Autopsy of insane shows no alteration of

brain. 3. Autopsy of sane shows alteration,

suppuration, and even partial destruction. Grant-

ing the march of science since Esqitiroi/s day,

it is claimed that his conclusions are sound. The

question of duality of man is admirably dis-

cussed. The existence of the vital principle is

discussed. Is it or not inherent in organized

matter? Then come Cudworth and Cousin;

progress of medical science in France ; Comte

and his positivism, chemistry, galvanism, doc-

trine of spontaneous generation, etc."

And here comes another of the same school.

Dr, F. Mortn, with his ''Breviaire du Medecin;

Precis de MMecine Rurale, d'Economie et de

Philosophic M6dicale." One of Balzac's most

charming novels is his '' Country Physician,"

"Le Medecin de Campagne." One might al-

most imagine that his hero had survived in Dr.

Morin, and written the book before us.

Messrs. Townsend & Adams have in press a

collection of articles that have appeared in a pe-

riodical, namely, the lectures on Food delivered

before the Society of Arts, by the distinguished

Dr. Henry Letherby, and afterward reproduced

in the Chemical JSfeics. Professor Seely writes

the introduction and notes, and the work will

certainly have value.

The Magazines.—The Atlantic Monthly begins

the year vigorously with some very valuable arti-

cles. Dr. Bowditch is contributing some reada-

ble articles on consumption, which are calculated

to be useful. * * Our Young Folks meets com-

petition bravely, and seems to thrive under it.

It grows better and better. * * The Galaxy in-

creases in interest with every number. * * The

Radical we have no use for, and cannot see what

possible good it is calculated to do in the world.

* * For a dollar magazine, Packard's Monthly

(New York) is excellent. We had supposed it

was all sensation, but are happy to find that it

contains much that is really very sensible, and

calculated to be useful. * * Mayne Reid's On-

ward is very striking in its exterior, and does

not lack in interest, for young people will read

such improbable stories as it contains. But are

they the right kind of reading for them? "The

Cinchona; a Popular Monograph on the Peru-

vian Bark," and "Things worth Thinking of/'

the latter being the Editor's Table, strike us aa

the redeeming articles of the current number.
* * The Little Corporal— lively, earnest, and

good—*is worth a place in every family. It is a

credit to Chicago and the great West—we for-

get—it is several years since we studied geogra-

phy, then Chicago was in ''the great West!" * *

We know no better paper for the physician who
has ever so large or ever so small a plot of

ground to cultivate, than the American Agricul-

turist. Humbuggery of all kinds quails before

its short, sharp, and decisive blows. * * Hours

at Home is one of our favorite magazines, al-

ways containing articles of value, and never

anything trashy. * * Littell's Living Age is'the

oldest of the eclectic class of our periodical litera-

ture, and maintains the high character of its se-

lections. Such a journal is invaluable to those who
wish to read the best articles from foreign literary

periodicals at a moderate cost. * * Every Satur-

day is another weekly of the same class, and well

worthy of patronage. * * The Manufacturer and

Builder is a new candidate for favor and patron-

age. The initial number certainly gives promise

of uncommon practical value and usefulness.

We are very glad to welcome such a journal to

our table. It is, of course, chiefly adapted to the

wants of the mechanic and artisan, but it con-

tains much that is useful to all classes of read-

ers. Published monthly, by Western & Co.,

37 Park Row, N. Y. $1.50 per annum, 15 cents

single copy.

Among our extra-professional exchanges, the

Independent ranks high in our estimation for

value. It has attained a circulation that enables

its proprietor to command the best pens in the

country for its columns. The scientific column

is well worked up by Mr. William H. Ward,
and we have frequently availed ourselves of his

excellent selections, and transferred them to our

pages. An article in our Periscope department

for Jan. 2d, on Vital Force, should have been

credited to the Independent.

If any of our readers has a patch of ground as

big as his hand, on which he can cultivate a

flower or a useful plant of any kind, let him send

ten cents to Mr. James Tick, of Rochester, N. Y.,

for his Illustrated Catalogue and Floral Guide.

IThe splendid floral illustrations in it are alone

worth five times that amount.
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Medical Society and Clinical Reports. Notes and

Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence,

News, etc. etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

To insure publication, articles must be practical,

brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

' We particularly value the practical experience of coun-

try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfully belongs to the profession.

NAVAL BANK OF MEDICAL OFFICERS.

The position of the medical officers in the

United States Navy has long been a most unfair,

and we may say a humiliating one. The result

has been that very many have resigned, and that

the department finds it impossible to fill their

places. Either the status of the staff must be

changed or the requirements lowered. The high

character which our naval surgeons have long

borne all over the world can no longer be re

tained without some change in their rank. For

this purpose the following petition was recently

laid before Congress ; which speaks for itself:

"The Medical Officers of the U. S. Navy respect-

fully come before your Honorable Bodies, asking

a reasonable and just rank in the military service

to which they belong—-a rank correspondent to

their duties and responsibilities, and, in some

degree, approaching that conferred upon the

same class of officers in the other military servi-

ces of the world.

Our naval service ought not to be second in

importance, character and dignity to any, and

the influence of its future in the destinies of the

world must be evident to all. The equality of

its dignity has been partially, and but partially,

asserted by the establishment of the highest

grades of rank for the line of the navy. To

permit the continuance for its medical corps of

positions inferior to those of the same corps in

other navies, we respectfully submit, may seem

to confess an inferiority, either of our whole

service, or of the officers composing its medical

corps.

Prior to the establishment of the existing grades

of the "Line," the highest Naval rank was that

of "captain," and the medical corps reached

that of "commander," the next grade below.

Now, since the grades of admiral, vice-admiral,

rear-admiral aild commodore have been added

to the service, we attain to that of captain, leav-

ing us to the fifth in the military graduation,

instead of the second, as we were before passing

through the risks and labors it was our duty to

encounter in the late war.

Similar risks and toils, and no greater, deser-

vedly brought to our brethren of the line honora-

ble distinctions; we rejoice in their reward and

respect the justice which bestowed it. To the

medical corps of the army also were promptly

given those distinctions which every member of

a military service learns to prize |
and we waited

in the patient hope that record of honorable and

faithful service, not behind any, would bring to

the naval medical corps their share of honorable

acknowledgment and not leave them a marked

exception amid the general recognition.

No such acknowledgment has yet come. The
war left us, as has been shown, relatively to the

line, four degrees lower in rank. Yet, whether

as heads of our department in squadrons, or

acting in detail, no charge of failure, or of un-

faithful performance of our duties has been, or

can be brought against us.

It should not take from the value of any

duties, that they are, from their nature, most

efficiently, when most quietly and unobtrusively

performed; and are never brought dramatically

before the public eye, unless, unhappily, want

of skill or fidelity results in misfortune, destruc-

tion and disgrace.

TTe ask an addition of one grade for the senior

officers of our corps. The table appended shows

that in the navies of Great Britain, France and

Russia, officers of the medical corps reach the

rank of vice-admiral ; and in the navy of Austria

that of rear-admiral. It is evident that such

experienced military powers, relying chiefly as

they do for existence on their armed organiza-

tion, would not confer such honors upon a staff,

except from the convictions of necessity
;

espe-

cially, as, under the artificial class distinctions of

those governments—line and staff officers are, as

a rule, taken from those who in civil life occupy

different grades in their social system.

With us no such artificial distinctions are re-

cognized, and under our enlightened institutions,

both line and staff, are taken from all classes of

the Republic, the humblest ranks, and often the

same families, being represented in both divisions

of the service. Such being the truth, there can

be, we hope, no one so ignorant of the institu-

tions of his country as to imagine that any
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honors, the reward of public service, are the

special right of any privileged class.

As then our Republic permits no class preju-

dice or presumption to which the just claims of

any of its servants shall be sacrificed, it may be

asked, why should those honors and distinctions

be withheld the medical corps of the United

States .Navy, which military discretion and pru-

dence have exacted for "Line" and "Staff"

from military powers, under which, class privi-

leges unknown to us, are recognized?

In the above recited facts is found the best

testimony of military experience, for the neces-

sity of a definite and a high medical staff-rank

in the interests of military subordination, and

therefore we are spared the need of troubling

your honorable bodies with the ample argument

upon a subject so conclusively settled.

We present this memorial to your honorable

bodies, the more confident of its favorable con-

sideration, because what we ask takes nothing

from the rights and privileges of any-—conflicts

with no subordination, but rather sustains it;

and although we make our petition upon its own
merits, we have the satisfaction of knowing, we
ask nothing which has not been sanctioned by

some of the most illustrious of our brethren of

the line. Nor can we think that among the in-

telligent and liberal minded of our service there

are any so doubtful of their own honors, as to

believe they are only valuable by contrast with

those still neglected but allied corps, the mem-

bers of which, in our service, with the same

honorable motives, and with equal sacrifices and

no less zeal, are laboring for the honor and glory

of our common country."

In order to carry out the plan here presented,

an act was framed to reorganize and increase the

efficiency of the medical staff, providing that the

President shall appoint from the medical officers

on the active list of the Navy, a Chief of Bureau

of Medicine and Surgery, who shall rank with

Commodore, and be ex-officio the ranking officer

of the Medical Staff; that he should appoint

from the Surgeons on the active list of the Navy,

in the order of their official seniority, twelve

Medical Inspectors, each with the rank, pay,

and emoluments of a Commodore in the line of

the Navy; eighteen Medical Directors, each

with the rank, pay, and emoluments of a Cap-

tain; twenty Deputy Medical Directors, each

with the rank, pay, and emoluments of a Com-

mander; and thirty Surgeons, each with the

rank, pay, and emoluments of a Lieutenant

Commander ; and one hundred and twenty As-

2

sistant Surgeons—including the Assistant Sur-

geons now in the Navy—each with the rank,

pay, and emoluments of a Master: "Provided,

That Assistant Surgeons of three years' service,

who have been found qualified for promotion by
a competent Board of Examiners, shall have the

rank, pay, and emoluments of Lieutenants:

And provided further, That no medical officer

shall, in virtue of his rank, exercise com-

mand or authority in the line of the navy,

or in any Staff Corps belonging thereto,

except in the Medical Staff, and over those

placed under the control of the Medical Depart-

ment of the Naval service. Provided further,

That nothing herein contained shall require the

recall of any medical officers under sailing orders

or at sea."

It further proposed that Medical Inspectors

and Medical Directors shall be employed at Naval

Hospitals and Laboratories, and as Presidents

and members of Retiring and Examining Boards,

and Courts, and other special duty on shore ; and

that Deputy Medical Directors shall be employed

on board of Flag-ships in Fleets and Squadrons,

and at Navy Yards and other naval stations

;

and that Surgeons and Assistant-Surgeons shall

be employed on board of vessels commissioned

for sea-service, in Receiving-ships, at rendezvous

and barracks, and on such other duties as the

Secretary of the Navy may direct.

When on the 8th of January this bill Was

brought before the House it was tabled. Why
this was done without a fair discussion and ex-

amination, is a question we should like to have

answered. The welfare of our seamen and the

credit of our navy are deeply interested in this

matter, and such a hasty disposition of this

memorial is neither creditable to Congress nor

gratifying to a patriot. A whisky bill or a rebel

claim can be discussed for a week, but the re-

spectful petition of United States officers hardly

receives a decent hearing. We hope the subject

will be brought up again.

j^Sf* Mr. Charles B. Price is engaged in

canvassing and collecting for the Publications of

this Office. He visits Baltimore and Washington

next week.

[ INi^ Headers of the Reporter are invited to

send us copies of local Newspapers, and similar

publications, from all parts of the country, which

contain matters of interest to the profession. They

will be thankfully received, and acknowledged

under {< Communications received.'']
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Notes and Comments.

Prepaid Postage.

We have succeeded in including the subscrip-

tions received up to January 13th, inclusive, in

the list on which we prepay postage for the

current quarter. Subscribers paying hereafter,

to the ~\st of April, will have their postage pre-

paid from the beginning of the second quarter of

the year, except new subscribers, who take all

the numbers from the 1st of January, who will

have their postage prepaid from that date.

We can only prepay postage from the com-

mencement of each quarter.

A Charity Hospital at Jersey City.

The Common Council of Jersey City recently

passed an ordinance in reference to taking care

x)f the sick poor of their municipality, which is

worthy of emulation elsewhere. It reads:

" There shall be appointed by the Common
Council four regular practitioners of medicine,

and four regular practitioners of surgery, of the

City of Jersey City, and members of the* Hudson
County Medical Society, who shall be known as

the Visiting Physicians and Surgeons of the

Jersey City Charity Hospital, and they shall

constitute a Medical Board. Their appointment
shall continue during the pleasure of the Com-
mon Council, and their services shall be gratui-

tous/'

At a subsequent meeting the Board proceeded

to the appointment of four regular practition-

ers of surgery physicians and surgeons of the

Jersey City Charity Hospital. The following

Physicians were nominated—Drs. T. F. Morris,

J. H. Vondy, A. A. Lutkins, M. A. Miller.

Surgeons—J. W. Hunt, D. L. Reeves, T. R.

Varick, B. A. Watson-, and the rules requiring

a ballotting were suspended, and they were

unanimously appointed to the office. The City

Clerk was instructed to notify them of their ap-

pointment, and upon their acceptance, to convene

the Medical Board at the hospital.

This is going to work in the right way, and

we may be sure that we shall hear of no such

cases among the Jersey City poor as have re-

cently disgraced Washington City and its muni-

cipal officials.

Culpable Carelessness.

What sort of doctors Washington City selects

to attend its poor is a curious question, if one of

them is to be taken as a specimen. The pa-

pers there have recently had the particulars of

the case of a Mrs. Martin. She resided with

her husband on New York avenue, near 21st

street, and had been indisposed with a severe

cold and acute pains in her breast. Dr. Ripply,

physician for the poor in the First Ward, was
called to attend her, and on Saturday prescribed

thirty grains of Dover's powder aDd ten grains of i

sulphate of morphia, with the proper proportion

bf liquorice to make ten pills, one to be taken

every two hours. One dose was administered on 1

Saturday afternoon, and the deceased immedi- \

ately went to sleep, and her husband aroused
(

her and gave her the second dose subsequently,

when she went to sleep again, and died before

morning.

We hope this apparently flagrant case of

homicide will be thoroughly ventilated.

Kerosene Oil.

An extended report on this subject to the New
York Board of Health gives the result of an ex-

amination of seventy-eight samples purchased

at different retail stores in all parts of the city,

and not one of them was safe. The examiner, a

skilful chemist, states that the vaporizing point

of good kerosene oil should not be much below

100 degrees Fahrenheit, and the burning point

should not be below 110 degrees Fahrenheit, and

that very little of the oil sold in New York comes

up to this standard. The old law of Congres3

fixed 110 degrees Fahrenheit for the burning test.

The laws of New York fix the burning point at

100 degrees F., which is decidedly too low, as is

shown by the great increase in the number of

burning casualties. In Philadelphia, the storag8

of kerosene is regulated by law, and no refined

petroleum, kerosene, or burning oils, except oils

in bond, or for export beyond the limits of Penn-

sylvania, can be kept for sale unless its fire-test

reaches 110 degrees Fahrenheit, as tried by a

well-defined instrument. As the laws of New
York fix the burning point at 100 degrees, this

difference in standard sends the oil condemned t

here to New York city in large quantities.

The true remedy is for each city to have an

inspector for these oils. This is the case in

Providence, R. I., which has thus far, we be-

lieve, been the only city to enact laws requiring

all kerosene imported to be inspected, and ap-

pointing an inspector to do it. We believe the

law has been in force nearly two years. In that

time not a single death has occurred from burn-

ing fluid in that city. Two persons have been

burned by breaking or upsetting lamps: but in ,

both cases an investigation showed that the fluid I

was a mixture sold in violation of law, and the

sale of which was immediately stopped by the

authorities. In three known cases, lamps filled
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with legal kerosene were upset and broken, and

the fluid did not take fire, and no harm was

done. It would be difficult to repeal this most

valuable law in that city, and the people demand

its enforcement against all attempts to introduce

the sale of naphtha or benzine as burning fluids

under whatever spurious pretences.

Weight of the Brain.

At a meeting of the Vienna Society forpsychi-

atria and forensic psychology, May 28th, 1868,

Prosector Dr. Meynert gave some statistics on

the weight of the brain.

His deductions from the weights of 351 brains,

as well as those of Parchappe from 284, prove

that the influence of psychoses is much greater

than age on the weight of this organ.

For example, during the physiologically bloom-

ing age of the brain's weight (30—40 years in

males), a mean of only 1317 grammes was given,

because brains of the later stages of psychoses

were mingled with the others weighed ; on the

other hand, in the primary stage of psychoses,

without regard to age, a mean of 1329 grammes

was given for conditions of depression and 1359

for mania. Furthermore the reduction of weight

was always equal to the duration of the disease.

It was also found to depend upon the intensity of

the latter, as paralytic idiocy was characterized

by a great reduction of weight. Meynert also

found that insane brains had more cerebellum,

proportionally, than sane 5 and that insane

females had more than insane males.

Correspondence.

DOMESTIC.

Treatment of Snake Bites.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter:

In the Reporter of Sept. 26th, 1868, page 259,

I saw a report with regard to the treatment in

cases of "Bites of Serpents/' which seemed to

me very singular, that a professional man should

thus publicly dwell on a case of snake bite, his

treatment of the same at the time of the injury

and state that at the end of two months amputa-

I

tion was recommended.

What became of the patient during these two

I
months? What treatment did he undergo? We
are left in ignorance of what happened during

two months, but are informed, at the end of that

time amputation was recommended by an army
surgeon.

This course seems to me very singular indeed.

I have had several cases of this kind, viz., rat-

tlesnake bite among horses, in my capacity as

Veterinary Surgeon, 4th Cavalry, and shall, with

your permission, give my treatment of the same,

and with what result.

In September, 1867, I was stationed at Camp
Verde, Texas, and was called to attend a public

horse just arrived at the post, (from an Indian

scout,) that had been bitten that morning by a

rattlesnake, in the left fore-leg, in front of the os

suffraginis, near the bifurcation of the suspen-

sory ligament. I found great swelling and pain

where the horse was bitten, bloody spots and

lameness, but detected no other effects of the

poison elsewhere.

As I had no tourniquet, I used a common
bandage, then lanced around the bites freely,

and injected with a small syringe, liquor ammo-
nige; afterward applied a very hot flaxseed poul-

tice.

Internally I gave bran and flour meshes, and

as the supply of medicines at my disposal was

limited, only nitrate of potassa was added to the

meshes, previous to which I administered a pow-

erful cathartic.

After two or three days I used only a lotion of

plumbi acet. to keep the swelling down. The

animal recovered in about eight days.

In this case I am of the opinion that the suc-

cessful cure of the animal depended on the local-

ity of the injury being in an extremity far re-

moved from the vital organs, so that the immedi-

ate treatment prevented the absorption of the

poison. The animal is living and serviceable at

this date.

I also had a horse brought to me bitten by a

rattlesnake last August, which recovered. The

horse, about seven years old, was sent out as

usual to graze ; one half-hour after, he was re-

turned from the herd, having been bitten. The

injury occurred about 9£ A. M., and the animal

was under treatment in about twenty minutes

after.

I found the horse bitten on the dilator naris

lateralis muscle at the left superior maxillary,

over the nostril, near a branch of the facial vein.

He was in great pain, swelling had already com-

menced, but respiration seemed free, except a

slight opening of the mouth.

I opened the spots with a free incision, so as

to enable me to apply the syringe; some serum

followed the lancet, but after slight pressure,

dark venous blood. I was not able to apply the

tourniquet or bandage to stop the circulation,

but cleaned the wounds by pressure and injec-

tions of soapsuds. I then injected Granville's
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Lotion, and kept the animal in a cool and quiet

place.

Internally, I was hardly able to administer

medicines, as the increasing swelling prevented

the animal from the use of his jaws. I therefore

used a large, clean, house syringe, by which

means I injected the medicines, which consisted

of flour gruel, with one drachm Bibron's anti

dote, in the mouth. Externally I applied a salve

of iodine compound around the swollen parts.

The next morning the injured parts were more
swollen, breathing entirely through the mouth,
with snoring; the tongue was hanging out, and
also considerably swollen, and I am of the opin-

ion, that if the swelling had reached the throat

the animal would have died from suffocation. ]

then determined to try tracheotomy, but first I

applied poultices of flaxseed as hot as possible, and
was happy to see the swelling and other symp-
toms abate. I then used enemas of tobacco,

soap, oil, and water, several times a day ; about
6 P. M., the animal was almost entirely relieved

from pain, the swelling so far reduced that he
could swallow a thin gruel of flour with Bibron's
antidote, as above stated. During the night I

kept him well blanketed, also continued the poul-

tice.

On the third day he was so much better that

he had the free use of his jaws, and the swelling

considerably decreased. I continued only the
iodine salve and the gruel with the addition of

the antidote for two or three days longer, and on
the sixth day the animal was well, and still re

mains so.

As stated before in the first case, the favora
ble result by small means may have depended
on the locality of the injury (extremities).

The last, however, where the wound was in-

flicted, and where the circulation could not be
checked by a tourniquet, the successful result
was due probably to the treatment.

Paul Nitschke,

Veterinary Surgeon, 4fch Cavalry.
Fori Concho, Texas.

from the lower end of the humerus, with the heel

in the axilla. The reduction was accomplished

without an anaesthetic, and with no more than

the usual amount of trouble. There is no doubt

about the genuineness of this case. The head of

each humerus could be readily grasped by the

hand in the axilla. The spareness of the man
contributed to an easy recognition of the diffi-

culty. I only report the case as a surgical ra-

rity. J. W. Grosvenor, M. D.

LocJcport, N. Y.

Dislocation of both Humeri into the Axillse.

Editors op the Medical and Surg. Reporter :

Mr. H., living near this city, a' laborer, of large

frame, but thin in flesh, 61 years of age, while
chopping wood on the 13.th inst., fell from the
log on which he was standing, a distance of about
six feet, and pitching forward, struck on his

hands. My partner, Dr. Fassett, being called

sixty hours after the accident, at once recognized
a double dislocation into the axillse. Our method
of reduction was the ordinary one of extension I fullest extent in the followin

Carbolic Acid.

Editors Medical and Surgical Reporter:

Having administered "carbolic acid" for the

last year with such universal success in the

various diseases in which I entertained an idea

it would answer a good purpose, I desire briefly

to lay a few facts before the profession, through

the medium of the Medical and Surgical Re-

porter.

November 21st. 1868. Melcher Ehler, thirty

years of age, was precipitated from an express

wagon and while in the act of falling, the poste-

rior aspect of his scrotum, caught at the brake

handle, which by the way was very sharp and

pointed, running it clear through, making its

exit right below the root of the penis, and thus

lacerating the inferior posterior of the scrotum

in two separate parts, dislodging the left testicle

in such a manner that I deemed castration at the

time almost indispensable. I reduced the testi-

cle as much as circumstances would permit to its

normal position, and brought the integument

which had retracted to a great degree in coapta-

tion by interrupted sutures. I saturated a linen

cloth with a weak solution of carbolic acid, one

part to two hundred of water, and applied it to

the entire scrotum, which was retained in posi-

tion by a suspensory bag. Left directions to have

it renewed every three hours.

Yisited my patient the following morning,

when he informed me that the excruciating

pain peculiar to a wound of the scrotum had left

him soon after the application of the carbolic

acid. I continued the treatment from beginning

to end, and notwithstanding the enormity of the

wound, it healed kindly in ten day, without any

suppuration. I have also used it to a great ad-

vantage in all forms of diarrhoea, particularly so

in cholera infantum. It acts as a direct anti-

emetic, diminishes the frequent contingency of

stools, and in a brief time renders them more

narrowed and healthy in character.

My anticipations were always realized to the

diseases as a local
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application in the form of inhalations, injections

and washes, to wit, stomatitis, diphtheritis

laryngitis, bronchitis, ozoena, gonorrhoea, lach

rymal fistula, and chronic discharge from the

ears, resulting from scarlatina or measles.

A. S. Jordan, M. D.
Riegelsville, Pa.

Cancrum Oris.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter:

Mrs. C, aged 23 years. Has been subject

during the fall, to spells of intermittent fever

for which antiperiodics had been given, disposing

Of the fever, which fever originated from expos-

ure in a tent, to which she was unused, duri

the summer and fall months, and the prevailing

malarial cause of this locality.

On the 15th inst., at the close of the last inter

mittent, some swelling of the upper portion of

the face occurred, and about the eyes. On the

two succeeding days, swelling of the throat and

cheeks took place, during which time the pecu

liar smell of cancrum oris was perceptible. Upon
examination, the fauces and left cheek were found

to be inflamed, as well as the tongue to some ex

tent. Situated upon the soft palate, immediately

on the right side of the uvula, was situated a

buckskin-colored patch of dead tissue, elliptic

in shape, about the size of a Lima bean.

Intermittent returned on the 20th, for which

she was prescribed for on the 21st. A slight

intermittent on the 21st, which went off without

subsequent return. During the 20th much more
nausea than usual was experienced. Strong in

ference arose that it proceeded from swallowing

the dead tissue, for, at the time, upon examina

tion, it was found to be cast off from the surface

of which it formed a part, leaving some remnants

of it still adhering.

On the 23d, the surface was free, granulating,

and healthy, without difficulty or inconvenience

in swallowing or eating.

Treatment throughout—application of caustic

potash, and gargle of zinci sulph., gr. 3x., wa-

ter, f.^ij. M. Low diet.

Wm. Parke Fleming, M. D.,

Hospital Steward, U. S. A.

FaducaTi, Ky., Dec. 21, 1868.

Professor Thomas Graham, Master of the

Mint in Great Britain, a distinguished chemist,

and author of the celebrated " Elem ents of Chem-
istry/' has written a letter to Professor Horsford,

of Harvard, announcing his discovery of "Hydro-
geniura," a new metal. Its specific gravity is

about 2; its color is white.

News and Miscellany.

Burlington (Vermont) Medical College.

An Emeritus Professorship was recently con-

ferred on Dr. Joseph Perkins of this institution,

who for a long time had been Professor of Ob-

stetrics and Diseases of Women. The following

resolutions were adopted by the medical faculty

of the college

:

Resolved, That in adopting as we do, with pro-

found regret, the resignation of our esteemed

colleague and brother, Dr. Joseph Perkins, we

desire to renew to him the expression of our

esteem for his long and successful career as an

instructor, and the devotion he has ever exhi-

bited to the best interests of our profession.

Resolved, That we gratefully acknowledge our
indebtedness to him for the foundation and most
valuable contributions to the Museum of this

Department; a liberality which, beginning w.ith

the first day of our associated labors, has con-

tinued uninterruptedly until the last, and been
actuated by the sincerest desire to advance the

interests of this Institution, and promote scienti-

fic medical instruction.

Resolved, That in parting with him under the

necessities of age and impaired health, we tender

him our kindest sympathies and best wishes for

the prolongation of a life honored by such fruits

of usefulness, praying that its sunset hours may
be gladdened by the richest rewards of a Chris-

tian faith.

Resolved, That the name of our esteemed col-

league be recommended to the Trustees of this

Institution for an Emeritus Professorship of the

same chair lately occupied by him.

Typhus Fever and Small-pox in New York.

New York, Jan. 18.—At a meeting of the

Board of Health to-day it was stated that fifteen

cases of typhus fever have occurred in E. Thir-

teenth street, between First avenue and Avenue

A., including six deaths. The houses have been

disinfected. Seven cases of small-pox occurred

in one house in W. Thirty-first street, including

two deaths. These premises also have been

disinfected.

The Aged Dead of 1868.

Among the few who had survived beyond a

century, and whom tardy Death at length carried

off last year, are the names of Mrs. Wright,

(103)-, a Mrs. Kachel Posey, a Revolutionary

pensioner, (103) ;
Okee-Wah, an Ottawa squaw,

(123); Mrs. Nancy Cooley, (108) j a Mrs. Has-

kins, (116) ; and a Mrs. Sarah Collins, (102) ;

—

not one male centenarian among them.
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Average Duration of Life.

A careful study of the bills of mortality in

Frankfort shows the average duration of life of

clergymen to be much higher than in any other

occupation, (nearly 66 years). Next to these

come teachers, gardeners, butchers and tanners,

(about 57 years). The lowest period is that of

lithographers and copper-plate engravers, who
only attain an average of about 41 years.

Army and Navy News.

Navy News.

List of changes, etc., in the Medical Corps

of the Navy, from January 4, 1869, to January

17, 1869.

Surgeon Samuel Jackson, ordered to the Naval

Hospital, Philadelphia.

Surgeon J. S. Dungan, ordered to the U. S. S.

"Cyane."

Surgeon T. E. Potter, ordered to duty on

board the Iron Clads at New Orleans, La.

Assistant Surgeon M. L. Ruth, detached from

Navy Yard, Washington, and ordered to Naval
Hospital, Pensacola, Fla.

Surgeon George Clymer, detached from special

duty, Washington, D. C, and placed on waiting

orders.

Surgeon F. M. Gunnell, ordered to special

duty, Washington, D. C.

A. P. A. Surgeon J. W. Sherfy, detached from
Iron Clads, New Orleans, and placed on waiting

orders.

A. P. A. Surgeon D. C. Burleigh, detached

from Naval Hospital, Pensacola, and placed on

waiting orders.

[Notices inserted in this column gratis* and are solicited
from all narts of the country; Obituary Notices and Resolu-
tions of Societies at ten cents per line, ten words to the line.]

MAKBIED.

Cole—Smiley —January 13, 1860, by Rev. J. Wheaton
Smith, D.D., John C. Ole, of Troy. N. Y., and Bmma
W. Smiley, daughter of Dr. Thomas T. Smiley, of this
city.

Emery-Buglet—Tn Chelsea, Vt.. Dee. 31st, by Rev.
w. A. James, Dr. F. W. Emery and Miss Sarah M.,
daughter of Dr. Bagley, all of Chelsea.
Fisch—Common—At El Paso, Hi., Dec. 19th, by the

Rpt. George Elliott, Charles Fisch, M. D., and Miss Mary
Common.
Miesse—Cummivs.—Dec. 29th, Dr. Morris H. Micse ofR

,
oy

,
a,

.V?
n

'
Fail*fi el<i co., Ohio, and Mis3 Lou. E. Cummins

of Chillicothe, Ohio.

Morrison—McDowell—At Sunny Sid?, Cecil co Md
Dee. 31st, by the Rev. J. t€. Johns, S. W. Morrison M D
of C- e^ter co., Pa., and Miss Sallie H. McDowell, of Cecil
co., Ma.
Sterling—Havens.—On Christmas morning, at Sag

Harbor, Lonsr Island, N. Y., in Christ Church by the
Rev. Dr. MacDonald, Geo. A. Sterling, M.D., and Mary,
daughter of W. S. Havens, Esq;.

Wallace—Goodwin—Dac. 30tb, Dr. Barnes Wallace,
of Franklin, Ind., and Miss Bessie Goodwin, of Lafayette,
Ind.

Walter-Green.—Dec. 23th. Dr. Z. D. Walter and Mr*.
Columbia E. Green, both of Marietta, Ohio.

Wilson—Ridge.—On iheZi.h ult., at the residence of
the bride's parents, by 'he Rev James F. Girison, Ar-
thur G. Wilson, of Chicago, and Miss Josephine, only
daughter of Dr. James M. Kidge, of Camden. N. J.

DIED.

Bowen.—In Brid?e f on, N. J., Dec. 6th, Mi« Mary B.
Bowen, daughter of Dr. Wm. S. and the late Martha H.
Bowen, aged 22 years.

Carter.—In this city, Jan. 17th, of pneumonia, Dr. Ed-
ward L. Carter.

Phillips.—At Bristol, Pa., on Tuesday, the 12th inst.,

Deborah W., widow of John Phillips, M. D.

Putton.—In Aurora, Ind., Dec. 11th. Mr3. Sarah Sutton,
wife of Dr. George Sutton, in the 57th year of her age.

Todd—At Wheeling, WestVa.. Dec. 18tb, Ga-sie A.,

youngest daughter of Dr. A. S. and M. E. Todd, in the
21st year of her age.

OBITUAKY.

Dr. Von Martius.
Intelligence has been received of the death, in his 75th

year, of Dr. Karl Friedrich Philipp von Martius,

Professor of Botany in the University of Manicb, for

many years Secretary of the Royal Bavarian Academy of

Sciences, and Director of the Botanic Garden. By his

scientific labors and writings, he occupied a hi?h posi-

tion among the botanists and vegetable physiologists of

Europe, and was a Foreign Member of the Royal Society,

as we'l as of other learned societies on the continent. To
some students he is best known by his travels in Brazil,

undertaken in company with Spix, during the years

1817 20, by command of the then King of Bavaria. Max
Joseph. The results were published in three quarto vol-

umes, with an atlas, in 1824—31.

WORDS OF* CHEER.

Dr. J. J. Van P., Neio York, says :

"It (the Physician's Daily Pocket Record") i* the
best planned one I have ever seen, and the profession
should give it a preference to all others."

Br. J. P. W , Indiana, writes :

"Continue to send the Reporter to my address sslong
as it is under your supervision, a»d is, as it has been for
tbe last three years, filled to overflowing with interesting
reading matter," etc.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Dr. J. H. S., of O.—A hypodermic syringe costs from
$3.00 to $5.00.

Dr. J. J M . of Miss.— Eolt's Dilators for Stricture, one
set, cost $18.00.

METEOROLOGY.

January, 4, 5, 6, 7 ' 8, _^ 10,

Wind N.E. TSt W. N.W. w. S.W. S. NT. W.
Cl'dy. Cl'dy Clear. Clear- Clear Clear Clear.

Weather-—^ Fog. Rain.

Depth Rain- 1 5-10

Thermometer.
Minimum 25° 30° 26° 25» 26° 32° 33°

At 8, A. M 34 39 34 36 ! 37 43 43

At 12, M 34 43 42 48 50 56 45

At 3, P. M 35 44 42 50 50 56 4-3

Mean 32. 39. 36. 39.75 40.75 46^75 41.

Barometer.
At. 12. M 29.9 29.5 29.9 30. 30. 29.7 29.8

Germantown, Pa. B. J. Leedoji.



HAZARD & CASWELL'S
GENUINE COD-LIVER OIL.

JPUBJS AND FRESH.
This Oil is confidently re-

commended to the Trade and

Medical Profession as the

SWEETEST and PUREST in

Market.

It is made of fresh selected

livers on the seacoast, and can
be retained by the stomach
when other kinds fail, so sweet
and pure is it, from the great
care and skill attending its

manufacture. Unless Cod- Li-

ver Oil is fresh and pure, \% la

deleterious to the patient.

Professor Parker, of New
York, says: "I have tried

almost every other manufac-

turer's oil, and give youra the

decided preference."

Professor Hayes, State As-

sayer of Massachusetts, after a

full analysis of it, says :
" It is

the best for foreign or domestio

use."

CITTTrrr T tt.«. -«~S0IlE MAWTTFACTURERS AND PROPRIETORS. _ w _
'

CASWELL, HAZARD & CO., under Fifth Avenue Hotel, New York City.
THE BEST THREE TONICS OP THE PHASMACOPOeiA.

IROM—PHOSPHORUS-CALISAYA.
CASWELL, HAZARD & CO., call the attention of the Profession to their preparation of the above estim&bls

xenics, as combined m their elegant, and palatable

Ferro-Phosphorated Elixir of Calisaya Bark.
Each teaspoonfuj of the Elixir contains one grain of the Salt of Phosphorus and Iron, and each pint contains ona

ounce of R >yal Calisaya Bark.
The Profession are warned against many imitations of the Ferro-Phosphorated Elixir of Calisaya, made from very

Interior materials, and by unprincipled persons.

Ferro-Phosphorated Elixir of Calisaya, with Sub Carbonate of Bismuth.
This combination has now become exceedingly popular with the first physicians ©f the country, by whom it is

efficiently and successfully used in gastralgia, laborious digestion, acid eructations, nausea, debility, and nervous
derangements.
Samples sent on application to CASWEIili, HAZARD «& CO., New York City.

... Juniper Tar Soap.
This article is highly recommended by the celebrated Erasmus Wilson, and has been found very serviceable in

cnronic eczema and diseases of the skin generally.
It is manufactured by ourselves from the purest materials, and is extensively and successfully prescribed by th«

most eminent physicans of New York.
Samples sent on application to CASWELL, HAZARD & CO., New York, sole manufacturers.

OAteWJESX-JLi, ILj^XA^HU «fc CO., SUCCESSORS TO CASWEL, MACK & CO.
„ Family and Manufacturing- Chemists,
635-eow-586 Coxier 24th Street and Broadway, N. Y. City and Mewport, & L

Particular attention is called to

the improved artificial Legs and

Arms; apparatus for Resection

shortened legs, ununited fracture

appsratus for the variations of

D.W.KOLBE
MAA/VFACr!//?£/? OJT

Club-foot, bow-legs, knock-knees

weak ankle ; spinal supporter

apparatus for disease and injuries

of hip-joints.

No. 15 SOUTH NINTH STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA,
BRANCH OFFICE

:

CORNER OF FOURTH AND POPLAR STREETS, MACON, GA.

CUB "W ? S
PREPARED SINAPISM,

OR SPREAD MUSTARD PLASTER,
Wanted to preserve unimpaired its strength

in any climate equally with the ground
Mustard.

Trie attention of Physicians, the Drug Trad*. an<1 the
public generally, is respectfully ctlled to the above
specialty, designed to meet a want which is believed to
have been long felt among the appliances of the sick
room, viz.. An easy and expeditions method of obtaining
the remedial effects of mustard, without resorting to the
ordinary crude and troublesome mustard poultice, with
it* attendant discomforts.
Put up handsomely in boxes of one dozen each, in three

different sizes. Price 75, 87, and 1.00 per dozen.
Prepared only by B. J. CREW, Rear of No. 133 North

Third Street. 583-634

SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS, APPARATUS, Etc.

J. H. GEMRIGr,

109 South Eighth Street, Philadelphia,

MANUFACTURER OF SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS,
Apparatus for Deformities, Splints, Bandages, etc., etc.,

in every variety.

Atomizers, Wales' Endoscope, Trusses, Ophthalmoscopes,

Laryngoscopes, of all kinds.

All goods warranted of the finest quality.

Refers to—
THE PROFESSORS IN THE MEDICAL COLLEGES

OF PHILADELPHIA, and to the profession gen-

erally.

592-643.



DR. L. A. BABCOCK'S

UTERINE SUPPORTER,
FOR THE RADICAL CURE OF

PROLAPSUS, RETROVERSION & ANTEVERSION.

This instrument, just invented and brought into use by

Dr. BABCOCK.is on the practical principle of direct sup-

port from an established base. It is the most simple and

practical of all instruments now in use. and acts without

pressure or irritation to any internal organ ; made of pur e

silver, finely polished, with no joints, or rough or uneven

surface to cause irritation, and so light that it is worn

with perfect ease, and gives instant and permanent re-

lief.

Any physician wishing a sample, can have one sent by

express to his address, by ordering from the inventor and

patentee; (who will furnish one at the actual cost to man-
ufacture, a3 a Specimen Sample.) Pamphlets sent free to

any address.
LELAND A. RABCOCK.

Freeport, T'linois.

P. 0. Drawer No. 20. 604-655.

ELECTRICITY
gp can be produced in different

gpr -vtjgfflgpr • ^n^gr qualities; a fact admitted by

the leading scientific men, and it is exemplified in J)r.

Jerome Kidder's LATEST IMPROVED

ELECTROMEDICAL APPARATUS.

The genuine bears the Patent Labels of 1860 and 1866 on

the machine itself.-~Used in the Hospitals, and adopted

as the best by the Medical Profession.

Address DR. JEROME KIDDER,
592—643 544 Broadway, New York.

DETROIT MEDICAL COLLEGE,
AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN.

FACULTY.

E„ W. JENKP. MJX (President), Obstetrics and Diseases
of Women and Children.

T. A. McGRAW, M.D. (Sec'y), Principles and Practice
of Surgery and Clinical Surgery.

G. P. ANDREWS. M.D., Principles and Practice of
Medicine and Microscopy.

Sv P. DUFFIELD, Ph.D., M.D., Chemistry and Toxi-
cology.

C. B. GILBERT, M.D., Materia Medica and Thera-
peutics.

W. H. LATHROP, M.D., Physiology and General Pa-
thology.

J. P. NOYES, M.D., Ophthalmology.

N. W. WEBBER, M.D., General and Descriptive Anat-
omy.

J. M. BTGELOW, M.D., Medical Botany.
P. P. GILMARTIN, M.D., Adjunct Professor of Obste

rics and Lecturer on MedicalJurisprudence.
H. 0. WALKER. M.D., Demonstrator of Anatomy.

THE EEGULAK TERM
Will commence on Tuesday, February 2d, and continue
until June 5th. The fees for the regular course are as

fjllows: Lecture fees, $50; Matriculation tee, $5: Dis
secting Ticket, $5; Hospital Tickets (for one year), $6;
Graduation fee, $25.

THE PRELIMINARY TERM
Will begin on Tuesday, November 3d, and continue until

the commencement of the regular term. This course will

be principally clinical. A fee of $15 will be charged for

this course, but will be credited to the student on the
pavment of the fees of the regular term.
For further particulars, apply to

THEO. A. McGRAW, M.D., Secretary,
607—622. 491 Jefferson Avenue*

BELLEVU

E

HOSPITAL MEDICAL COLLEGE,
City of New York.

The Preliminary Term opens the middle of September,
and the Regular Session four weeks later, terminating

about the first of March. The Summer Session opens the

second Wedne day in March and continues twelve weeks.
For Circular, givirjg full information concerning terms,

requirements for graduation, etc., apply to

A. FLINT, Je., M.D., Secretary.

604-655. New York City.

PHARMACEUTICAL PRODUCTS
PREPARED BY

MESSRS. GRIMAULT & CO.,
OPERATIVE CHEMISTS,

45 KITE RICHELIEU, PARIS.

All the melicine3 are prepared under the direction of

Dr. Lecoxte. Pofessor of the Faculty of Medicine, Pharma-
ceutic Chemist to the Hospital of Paris, ex-Preparator

at the College of France for the Physiological Courses of

Professor Magsndie and Claude Bernard.

GRIMAULT & CO.'S IODIZED SYRUP OF HORSE-
RADISH.—The best substitute for cod- liver oil. It con-

tains five centigrammes of Iodine in each tablespoonful,

intimately combined with the juice of anti-seorbaMc

plants, such as water cress, scurvy-grass, horse-radish,

etc., and insensible to the reaction of starch.

N. B. Beware of spurious imitations.

DR. LERAS' PHOSPHATE OF IRON AND SODA,
in solution and syrup.—The most agreeable and most

easily assjmilable of ferruginous prep irations, combining

the principal elements of the bones and the blood, viz.

:

iron and phosphorus.

GRIMAULT & CO.'S SYRUP OF PERUVIAN BARK.
—Tonic, reparatory and a' ti-ohlorosis. Kach tables poon
ful contains ten centigramme' of Pyrophosphate of Soda,
and 0.10 eeutisrammes of Extract of Quina.

GRIMAULT & CO.'S MATICO INJECTION AND
CAPSULES.—A new preparation of the leave* of Peru
vian Matico, of more certam effect than most of th

medicines recommended in. the same class of diseases.

The capsule?, the envelopes of which are composed of
sluten, contain the essence of matico combined with the
Balsam of Copaiba, and do not cause any rising in the
stomach.
GRTMAULT k CO.'S CYBUP 0"? HYPOPHOSPHITR

OF LIME AND SYRUP OF HYPOPHOSPHITE OF
SODA, against the affections of the lungs and chest.

GRIMAULT & CO.'S GUAR ANA, prepared with the
resinous juice of the Brazilian Paullinia Sorbilis, against
head-aches and syarrhea.

GRIMAULT & CO.'S DIGESTIVE ELIXIR OF PEP-
SINE, prepared with the pure Pepsin e, and not with the
amylaceous Pepsine.

GRIMAULT & CO.'S INDIAN CIGARETTES, pre-
pared with the essence of the Canabis Indica. Wonder-
ful results are obtained from the use of these Cigarettes
by persons suffering from Asthma and other complaints
of the respiratory organs.

LAGASSE'S [OF BORDEAUX] SYRUP AND PATE
OF SAP OF SEA PINE.—Employed with the greatest
success against Colds. Bronchitis, Asthma, Influenza, and
diseases of the chest. It contains all the baisamic and
resinous properties of the Sea Pine.

Agents in Philadelphia,
Messrs. FRENCH, RTCHARDS & CO.,

N. VV. corner 10th and Market Sts.

592—m. 643

SANITARIUM FOR INEBRIATES at Media, Pg.
Apply to JOSEPH PARRfSH, M.D., at Media, Pa,, or at
300 Arch street, Philadelphia. 542—tf.

PENNSYLVANIA TRAINING SCHOOL FOR FEE-
ble minded children. For reports, and terms of admi:^
tion, address, Isaac N. Kerlin, M.D.,
MS— 5i>9 Media-,- Pa,
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ON THE DANGERS OF INJUDICIOUS EX-

TENSION OF THE LOWER EXTREMI-
TIES, AND THE MEANS FOR THEIR
PREVENTION.

By Benjamin Lee, M. D.,

Of Philadelphia.

It is a lamentable fact, that no new operation,

mode of treatment, or appliance, bas ever been

brought before the profession, which, however

successful in the hands of its propounder or in-

ventor, has not been the means of more or less

injury from its injudicious or unskilful use by

those who fail fully to appreciate ail the elements

of the problem involved, or are careless in the

details of the practical application of the remedy.

And usually, the more complete the success of

the treatment in intelligent hands, the greater

will be the amount of injury which it may pro-

duce under incompetent direction, simply be-

cause a means which is sufficiently powerful to

benefit when properly applied, is also powerful

enough to harm when misdirected. This is em-

phatically true in regard to the mechanical treat-

ment of disease of the hip-joint by extension

and counter-extension.

The first danger to which I desire to call at-

tention, is that of elongating the ligaments of

the knee-joint by an improper application of the

extending force. Few practioners who have not

made the trial, are aware of the amount of force

which most be employed in order satisfactorily

to overcome the spasmodic contraction of the

powerful masses of muscle which flex and adduct

the thigh, and thus to relieve the acetabulum

from the destructive pressure of the head of the

femur. Even in the treatment of children, in

making use of the weight and pulley, twelve

j
pounds of traction is rarely more than is re-

quired. Now a traction of this power, sufficient

, to overcome the morbid contractions about a dis-

eased joint, if applied for a long period to a

healthy joint, whose ligaments are not protected

by abnormal muscular action, must inevitably

induce an elongation and relaxation of those lig-

aments.

The ease with which the fibrous structures

about a joint, inelastic as they appear, yield to

long continued force, is amply exemplified by
the results of hydrarthrosis. And, indeed, the

condition of a joint which has been injured by
misapplied extension is well represented by that

of one which has long been the seat of serous

effusion.

It follows from this, that great caution should

be used in applying extension to a diseased joint,

not to include within the range of our force a

healthy joint. But this is exactly what is too

often done. Counter-extension is applied at the

hip, and extension below the knee. Thus the

force employed is equally expended, (not on the

two joints, for the hip is protected by the very

condition which makes this method of treatment

necessary,) but upon the contracted muscles

about one, and the ligaments of the other. The

hip is in this way deprived of the benefit of the

extension to just the extent that the knee gives

way, thus protracting the necessary period of

treatment, while the knee itself sustains an in-

jury from which it may never recover. That this

danger is not a fancied one, the following case

attests.

Case. M. IL, set. 11 years, came under my
care during the winter of 1864. She had devel-

oped morbus coxarius about eighteen months be-

fore. The disease had been early recognized by
her physician, a surgeon of well deserved fame.

She had been placed on her back, and counter-

extension made with the weight and pulley dur-

ing a period of some eight months. At the end

of this time her hip was pronounced cured, and
she was allowed to walk. This she did with

difficulty. Nor did her gait improve with time

and exercise. Supposing the difficulty of loco-

motion to depend on a certain amount of rigidity

about the hip-joint, the u localized movements"
were suggested by her attendant, as a means of

overcoming this condition.

Upon examination, it was found that the hip-

81
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joint had to a considerable extent recovered its

mobility, and gave no evidence whatever of any

larking remnant of inflammatory action. There

certainly was not enough rigidity in it to ac-

count for the awkwardness of her gait, and the

exertion and fatigue which walking cost her.

Glancing farther down the limb, the knee

proved to be in a state of extreme relaxation; so

much so, that when she bore her weight upon it,

it bent backward at a very considerable angle.

When thus displaced, she was unable, by the

direct action of the appropriate muscles, to bring

it into the natural position. As this state of

things necessarily occurred with every step in

walking, she was obliged to throw the leg for-

• ward, very much as if it were partially para-

lyzed.

In addition to this posterior deformity, the

joint yielded inward to a very considerable ex-

tent. There was no history of inflammation of

the knee, or of passive effusion, and its condition

seemed an enigma, until it appeared, on inquiry,

that the adhesive straps, by means of which the

extension was made, were not carried above the

knee. No further explanation was necessary.

Apparatus was then applied, which gave sup-

port to this joint, and prevented it from locking

by bringing the centre of equilibrium of the

body in front of its own centre, and locomotion im-

mediately became more natural and less painful.

Although it is scarcely to be hoped that the

joint will ever entirely regain its integrity, the

patient now walks with a tolerable degree of ease

and freedom.

When visiting one of the first hospitals in Bos-

ton some years since, I was greatly surprised

to see the same error perpetrated in its wards.

A case recently admitted, was pointed out to me
with some pride as an evidence of the enlightened

manner in which hip disease was treated there,

in which the extensile force was attached entire-

ly below the knee.

But it is not only in the weight and pullev

system that this danger is encountered. The in-

strument makers in this city sell an apparatus

which they designate as "Pancoast's Splint."

It consists essentially of Sayre's modification of

Davis's splint, attached at its lower extremity to

a shoe, instead of to the adhesive plaster of Da-

vis. By this contrivance both the ankle and

knee-joints are made to bear the traction which

should fall on the contracted muscles of the su-

perior femoral region. Only its inefficiency has

saved this instrument from doing most serious

injury to the knee of the wearer. This inefficien-

cy results from three causes.

1st. The difficulty of making the shje suffi-

.ciently tight about the ankle to prevent the foot

from working up, when the shoe is forced directly

down.

2d. The inadequacy of elastic counter exten-

sion, coupled with the character of the elastic

material commonly used for this purpose, which

in a very little while entirely loses its elasticity,

stretching out to almost half again its original

length.

3d. The entire incompetency of the patient's

friends to manage an instrument which, like any

form of hip-snlint, requires constant, careful, and

skilful oversight—in short, professional atten-

tion—the fact being, however, that the splint

once applied by the instrument maker, he very

properly considers his duty ended with the sale,

and sees no more of it until it is returned, broken

or outgrown, for repairs.

Another mistaken and injurious use of exten-

sion results from faulty diagnosis. It appears

to be a fact not generally recognized, that caries

of the vertebras is often ushered in by a contrac-

tion of one limb, very closely simulating that oc-

curring at the outset of inflammation of the hip

joint. Such cases are extremely puzzling, and

often require great nicety of discrimination.

The patient walks with the heel of one side

slightly elevated, the pelvis somewhat oblique,

and the gait almost precisely that of the disease

last mentioned. We shall be asssisted in solving

the problem,

1st. By the history of the case. Any account

of accident which the patient may have suffered

from, should be listened to attentively, and due

weight given it.

2d. By the accompanying symptoms. In both

diseases we shall meet with starting pains at

night. But in the case of the spinal affection

these will be referred to the stomach or bowels,

while in the case of the hip disease, they will be

referred to the inner side of the knee-joint or of

the thigh. If the spine is the seat of inflamma-

tion, pain will be more apt to be felt during the

day as well; and will often follow the prehension

of food. Respiration will be more or less la-

bored: and on rising in the morning, the entire

spine will be somewhat bowed and quite rigid.

3d. By the muscles which contract and the

consequent character of the deformity. In disease

of the hip-joint, during the first stage, the

muscles which are thrown into spastic contraction

are, in nineteen cases out of twenty, the rotators

with the rectus femor is. The result of their com-

bined action is to slightly flex and evert the

thigh. As a consequence of this, we shall, of
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course, have the toes of this side thrown out. In

spinal inflammation, the muscle, principally if

not solely affected, is the psoas magnus, which,

having its attachment on the inner side of the

thigh, has the effect of inverting the toes of the

corresponding side. This latter distinction may
be relied on with a considerable degree of cer-

tainty.

It is not always, however, that the contrac-

tion of the lower extremity in spinal disease

is subjected to extension in consequence of a

failure to appreciate the true character of the

disease. It sometimes happens that even after

the disease of the spine is amply declared by

deformity, the physician will apply the weight

and pulley to the contracted limb, Such a

course indicates a failure to appreciate the true

object of extension in joint disease, viz., the

relief of the inflamed or ulcerated articular sur-

faces from the abnormal, grinding, destructive

pressure, resulting from the muscular s.pasm.

The flexion or adduction of the thigh produces no

such effect upon the vertebral surfaces, because

the femur has no articular relation with those

surfaces as it has with the acetabulum. Suppos-

ing, therefore, that we could stretch out the

psoas as we can the rectus, by means of a

Weight attached, we should effect nothing as far

as'the spinal affection is concerned. "We should

stretch the psoas—c'est tout. We should give no

relief to the ulcerated vertebrae. But is it

possible to stretch the psoas by this method?
Evidently not, and for this reason. When we
desire to extend the leg, we are able to elongate

the femoral muscles, because we can apply our

counter-extending force to the pelvis from which

those muscles take their orgin. But how shall

we apply our counter extending apparatus to the

spine at the origin of the psoas. It cannot be

I

done, and just here is the liability to injury.

Either the focus of inflammation in the spine is

above or below the insertion of this muscle into

the anterior aspect of the vertebrae. If the con-

;

traction is considerable, in the majority of cases

it will be below. This being the case, the effect

of traction on the shortened muscle will simply

be to increase the spinal deformity, aggravate

the inflammation, and hasten the disintegration

of the carious bone, by dragging down the

superior diseased vertebra or vertebrae, forcibly

upon those beneath. The curved spine will

yield more readily than the contracted muscle.

The true way to overcome this contraction, is to

relieve the pressure upon the diseased vertebra,

by support intelligently applied to the extremi-

ties of the spinal column from behind, and thus

put an end to the irritation which excites it.

I have never failed to see it yield steadily, though

gradually, when I had succeeded in giving effi-

cient support to the spine at the seat of the

ulcerative action.

A third error in the use of extension in hip

disease consists in permitting too free use of the

limb after the splint has been applied. Not

because motion through the joint, if properly pro-

tected, is injurious, but because the weight of

the body coming directly upon the lower ex-

tremity of the limb cannot fail to transmit a

shock to the joint at its upper extremity. Even

if the splint be so carefully applied that this

shock is at first borne entirely by the counter-

extending band, a frequent repetition of it will in

a very short time overcome the efficiency of the

latter, and long before the patient is again seen by

the surgeon all protection of the joint will have

ceased. As long as there is evidence of active

disease in the joint, if any one of the ordinary

forms of apparatus be employed, the patient

should be enjoined to go upon crutches,—and to

abstain almost entirely from bearing his weight

on the limb. His own weight will thus assist

the counter-extension. This end will be still

farther gained by putting a cork sole on the shoe

of the well foot. A most important modification

of the splint has. however, recently been made by

Dr. Charles F. Taylor, of New York, which

does away with this necessity. It, in effect, com-

bines the splint and the crutch in one apparatus

worn upon the person. It consists of a ratchet

splint, attached at its upper extremity to a hip

band which is provided with two perineal straps

in place of one as usual. This second perineal

strap gives us control over the lateral action of

the splint in opposing the adductors. Its lower

extremity instead of terminating just above the

knee or between the knee and ankle, passes

down to the level of the sole and then bends at a

right angle, passing underneath it by a flattened

and fenestrated prolongation. Through these

fenestras passes the strap of webbing, or soft

leather, which is buckled to the adhesive straps

which are carried down to a point a little above

the ankle on both sides of the limb, and reach

above, of course, as nearly as possible to the

level of the hip joint. The perineal straps being

drawn sufficiently tight to bring the joint of the

splint opposite the hip joint, and such extension

then being made as to produce an appreciable

interspace between the sole and the horiz^nrtal

extremity of the splint, we then have the limb

suspended between the two extremities of the

instrument. If now the patient attempts to walk
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the foot does not touch the floor
;
the weight is

borne by the extremity of the splint which rests

on the floor in its stead, and transmitted directly

to the perineal strap, which performs the double

function of a connter-extending band and a

crutch, having its bearing against the pelvis

instead of the axilla. An ordinary shoe can be

worn over the apparatus, which it thus entirely

conceals. After the first sensation of awkward
ness is overcome (and this will be materially

expedited, if the diseased limb is not much

Fig. 1.

The Hip Splint, as modified by Dr. Chakles F. Taylob
of New York.

shortened, by adopting the plan mentioned in

speaking of the use of the crutch, namely, in-

creasing the thickness of the sole on the well

Fig. 2.

The Splint is shown applied on the left leg. On the

right leg is indicated the mode of applying the adhesive

plaster to the best advantage.

Three strips are fastened to a buckle—one straight, the

two others at an angle of 45°. The oblique strips are car-

ried Fpeciatly around the limb, both beneath and over

the straight strip.

side,) the patient walks with surprising ease and
fearlessness.

I may state, in conclusion, that the Jury of

the French Exposition, to whom was referred
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the subject of Surgical Appliances, were emphatic

in their commendation of this instrument, as well

as of all the orthopaedic apparatus exhibited by

Dr. Taylor. Among British surgeons, Mr. Paget

has pronounced it * the hest instrument he ever

saw for any purpose, answering the indications

more fully than any other contrivance," and Mr.

William Adams, Mr. Brodhurst, and other

eminent orthopedists, have adopted it in their

own practice. (I append an illustration, show-

ing the apparatus and its mode of application.

Dr. Taylor has published a cut of it in the N. T.

Medical Record, but it displays nothing of the

detail of its construction, and besides has not

perhaps met the eye of many of the subscribers

to the Reporter.)

1503 Spruce St., PMla., Oct 1, 1868.
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A CASE OF COMPOUND COMMINUTED
FRACTURE OF THE HUMERUS—RAIL-
WAY INJURY—AMPUTATION AT THE
SHOULDER—RECOVERY.

By Wm. F. Buchanan, M. D.,

Captain and Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. A.

Private A. T., Co. E, 38th N. Y. Infantry,

(colored) belonging to troops stationed as guard

along the line of the Union Pacific Railway, near

Sheridan, Kansas, was standing on the platform

of the cars, going westward, about 9, P. M., Oct.

15th, 1868; it being dark, he was leaning over

the side in order to recognize his station and get

off, when his foot slipped, he lost his hold, and

as he states, in order to save himself, jumped

—

the cars being in rapid motion at the time. ^He
then fell down an embankment of twenty or

twenty-five feet, producing a compound commi-

nuted fracture of the left humerus. I first saw

the patient about 6, P. M., on the ensuing day.

He had lost considerable blood; pulse at wrist

of right arm small, feeble, but regular; suffering

much pain; there was an internal and an external

wound of the soft parts of the upper third of the

arm, through which, patient states, two pieces of

bone, about two inches in length each, had been

lost, and through which the finger could detect

the comminuted humerus; the little finger of same

extremity was torn off, nothing remaining but a

few shreds of the soft tissues, and a brass ring,

with its two sides flattened together ; no pulse at

the wrist; no circulation could be detected below

the seat of injury, with a total paralysis of the

nerves of sensation and motion in that extremity

severe pain existed at and above the seat of in

jury; slight venous haemorrhage; patient was

comfortably arranged in bed; precautions taken

against the occurrence of haemorrhage during

the night, and one-half grain sulph. morphias

given.

Oct. 17th. Patient rested tolerably well during

the night; pulse somewhat stronger. He was

brought under the influence of anaesthetics, the

wounds of the soft parts enlarged, and a thorough

examination made; the shaft of the humerus

was found extensively comminuted for about six

inches, and longitudinal fissures extending to-

ward each extremity of the bone, in the upper

portion, nearly to its tuberosity, and it wag

thought, probably into the articulation ; the soft

parts much lacerated. I concluded that prompt

amputation by disarticulation was the only pro-

per operation in the case, and though the pulee

was rather weak, delay would only place the pa-

tient's life in further jeopardy ; the patient being

full-chested and high-shouldered, the subclavian

artery could not be satisfactorily compressed

above the clavicle, besides having no assistant to

whom I could entrust compression with the key

;

therefore the tourniquet was applied over tbe

axillary artery, and kept in place by an assistant,

the screw of the tourniquet being placed over

the superior border of the scapula, and retained

in situ by a tape passed around the screw, over

the anterior and posterior part of chest, and

fastened in the right axilla. I commenced my
incision immediately below the point of the

acromion process, carrying it down through the

belly of the deltoid muscle about three inches,

thence making a curve around the extremity of

the humerus externally to the axilla, making

a similar flap on the internal side, and disarticu-

lating according to the operation of Baron Lar-

rey : the axillary artery was ligated, and after

the cessation of a little venous oozing, the flaps

were brought together and united by the inter-

rupted suture ; not more than one ounce of blood

was lost during the operation. After the patient-

had regained his consciousness, he was given

spts. vini gallici, f.^ss., and shortly afterward

one-half grain sulph. morphia; a pledget of oiled

lint had been left to protrude from the flaps, to

facilitate the discharge of blood and prevent the

accumulation of fluids within the flaps.

On dissection of the amputated arm, it was
found very pale throughout, entirely void of

blood, the soft parts much contused and lacera-

ted at seat of injury; the brachial artery con-

tused, of dark color, and filled by firm clot for

about two inches, and the brachial veins cut

across; the humerus was extensively comminuted,

and a fracture extended to the neck of the bone

Oct. 18th. Good reaction; patient slept moat
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of the night; pulse fair; no pain in shoulder. A
tolerably generous diet was allowed—toast, tea,

corn starch, and beef essence.

Oct. 19th. Condition good; pulse full and

strong, somewhat increased in frequency; com-

mencement of suppuration in the latter part of

the day.

Oct. 20th. Pulse not quite so full as yesterday;

suppuration increasing; appetite good; bowels

not moved; ordered soda et potass, tart., ,^ss.

Oct. 21st. Suppuration increased, healthy

;

bowels not yet moved. R. 01. ricini, f.^j.; warm
water dressing.

Oct. 23d. Continues to to do well ; has little

cough; ordered tr. opii camph.'

Nov. 4th. Patient has continued to do well; is

now somewhat restless at night ; ordered one-

fourth grain sulph. morphia at night, with brandy

punch three times daily.

Nov. 11th. R. Hydrarg. chlor. mitis, gr. j.,

pulv. rhei, gr. xij. M. S. At once.

Nov. 14th. Omit punch.

Dec. 6th. Small flaxseed poultice to be applied

to lower portion of shoulder, to promote granula-

tion, it being a little tardy at that point.

Dec. 16th. Complains of occasional pain in

back of shoulder; R. Tr. opii and tr. camph., aa

f.^j. M. Apply. Small poultices were contin-

ued until complete granulation and cicatrization,

being found to promote that process much better

than the warm water dressings or simple cerate,

the latter, tried for a few days, appeared to in-

crease the suppuration and waste of tissues.

Dec. 24th. Patient has entirely recovered, with

a good 'round shoulder.

WOUND OF THE BRAIN FOLLOWED BY
RECOVERY.

By Fred. Horner, Jr., M. D.,

9 Of Virginia.

During the year 1864, Harrison, a soldier,

while stationed behind the breastworks in the

valley of the Shenandoah, was struck by the

musket ball of a sharpshooter, three lines beyond
the centre of the os frontis. The ball passed

through a portion of the substance of the brain,

and came out at the orbit of the right eye.

The brother of the writer was at his side, and
assisted to carry the wounded man from the

field. Harrison became unconscious after the

injury, and remained so from Tuesday until

Friday morning. While in the ambulance a

large quantity of brain cells was recognized es

caping from the wound. Surgeon Miller who
was in charge pronounced the case to be hope-

less, and for three weeks did little for the patient.

The latter declared that he did not feel as if he

should die, and begged for the usual treatment to

be pursued for his relief. For three weeks he

received only simple treatment. He was sent

home to die. Five months after his return I saw

him ; the discharge from his wound was enor-

mous—this consisted of pus and of whitish cellu-

lar particles—which oozed from the cavity of

the cranium involving the middle convolution

of the anterior lobe of the left hemisphere.

The os frontis was perforated by a circular ori-

fice. The ball of the eye had sloughed during

the process of ulceration—leaving in the cavity

of the socket a reddish sore of small size.

The patient is a young man and is now in

robust health. He is remarkably exempt from

headaches and is well, with the exception of a

small sore at the point of exit of the musket ball.

The chief interest of this case is that the brain

was severely injured, and that portion of it lost,

which eminent pathologists in Europe and this

country deem essential to the integrity of the

faculty of speech, viz., the middle anterior convo-

lution. In this example, second only in point of

violence to Dr John M. Harlow's, in which an

iron bar is reported to have pierced the cortical

substance of the brain, the patient has escaped

cerebral haemorrhage and wound of the longitu-

dinal sinus, has had no aphonia or dysphagia,

no loss of memory, reasons correctly, judgment

unimpaired, and at the present time is a prosper-

ous farmer in the state of Virginia.

Dr. Gross, "Gunshot injuries of the Skull/' re-

fers the above to the third class. He says : "Gun-
shot* injuries of the orbiter plate of the frontal

bone, experience has shown, destroys life by the

violence which it inflicts, the patient dying either

on the spot from shock and haemorrhage, or

within a few days after the accident from the

inflammation. The eye is often totally annihi-

lated. In other cases it is so severely wounded

as to be destroyed by the resulting inflammation.' J

Dr. Forbes Winslow "On the Brain and Mind"

in a note says that "we ought not to expect the

same phenomena to result from tearing of the

brain, as from injury done to the nerves. The

function of the latter is to transmit sensation,

that of the former is higher, and this is inferred

from its being insensible."

Carpenter in his principles of Human Physi-

ology, says: "The cerebrum being the seat of

the intelligence, a sudden lesion of the organ, so

trifling as to escape observation, will occasion

very severe symptoms."

Harrison, at the expiration now of five years,
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shows no abnormal symptoms—in

presents a more favorable case than Dr. Har-
low's patient, whose "intellectual faculties were
impaired but not totally lost, nothing like de-

mentia, but they were enfeebled in their manifes-

tations. His recovery was quite complete dur-

ing the four years immediately succeeding the

injury, but we learn from the sequel that ulti-

mately the patient probably succumbed to pro-

gressive disease of the brain.

I shall watch the progress of Harrison's case, to

discover any signs of softening, dementia, or in-

sanity.

COMMUNICATIONS
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CASE OF POISONING WITH OPIUM.

By P. J. Farnsworth, M. D.,

Of Clinton, Iowa.

A distressing case of poisoning with opium
occurred in this place December 13. A very es-

timable young man, a book keeper, feeling un-

well went into a drug store, and asked for a dose

of Turkey rhubarb. The clerk gave it to him,

remarking that there was enough for two doses

He went home, took some warm drink, poured
about two thirds of the powder upon some jelly,

and swallowed it, and went to bed about 9

o'clock in the evening. He very soon became
feverish and restless, and complained of severe

headache, was drowsy and talked of his business,

cast up columns of figures, and started up at any
noise. About twelve he remarked to his wife

that his head was splitting with pain ; she put
cold water on it, and wished to send for a physi-

cian
;
he objected, saying that he would undoubt-

edly be better in the morning.

About three o'clock he seemed' fully awake,
said he felt much better, conversed about several

things, and talked of some plans for the next
day, and said he could go to sleep now. He
seemed to drop off to sleep quietly, and his wife

also went to sleep. In a few minutes she was
aroused by his loud breathing, and roused her-

self up to find him in a convulsion: his hands
clenched, and his teeth firmly set. She made an
immediate alarm and I was sent for, and reached
there about 4 o'clock A. M. The convulsion had
passed off, he was breathing stertorously, the

muscles were relaxed, the countenance was livid,

the pulse full and hard. I concluded that it was
an apoplectic attack. In a few minutes another
physician came, who coincided with me, and
proposed as a measure of relief to bleed him;
this we did, which seemed to relieve the circula-

tion to some extent. We noticed that the pupils
were contracted; he breathed convulsively for

ten times in a minute; then did not breathe for a

minute. His wife casually remarked that he

had taken powdered rhubarb, and brought out

the remaining part of the powder which, we im-

mediately recognized as powdered opium, we
judged he must have taken thirty grains. We
immediately then tried to arouse him. It was
seven or eight hours after the powder had been

taken, too late to use a stomach pump or emetics,

we gave him fluid extract of belladonna, and

tried without avail to find atropia to use subcu-

taneously. We used galvanism, but all seemed

of no use. The intervals of breathing became

further and further apart, until he ceased breath-

ing about 8, A. M. The pupils dilated widely,

just before he stopped breathing, and we hoped

we had effected something by our remedies. It

was probable, however, that it was only the final

relaxation of death.

There seems to be something unusual in this

manner of dying from opium. There was -no

sound sleep after taking the drug. The man was

wide awake and rational at three o'clock, six

hours after taking the dose. He became easy

then, and fell off into a sleep, and immediately

went into a convulsion. When first seen he had

the same breathing and look and pulse that I

have several times seen in apoplectic attacks.

The brain seemed overpowered by a shock, and

there were few symptoms of opium poisoning,

even when we were certain of the cause.

No post-mortem was allowed: It suggests

itself to me that after all it was of the nature of

apoplexy, that caused death. The brain had been

overworked; the first effect of opium is a stimu-

lant, the stimulant effect^of so large a quantity

of opium excited the brain still more, and the

pressure became so great that effusion or hsernor-

rhage took place before it exerted its stupefying

effects.

It was a piece of criminal heedlessness on the

part of the druggist. The man asked for Turkey
rhubarb; he took down a bottle labeled Turkey
opium and poured it out. The man who took

the dose was so little accustomed to medicine

that he did not know the difference. Whenever
we ask for any enactments by our legislators to

regulate the selling or dispensing medicine,

violent opposition ensues, yet how many valu-

able lives are yearly sacrificed by ignorant quacks
and incompetent druggists.

Mr. John Halliday of Lynn, Massachu-
setts, it is stated, has discovered a method of

manufacturing hard rubber for the use of dentists,

without mercury, in any of its forms, thus guard-
ing against ptyalism, soreness of the gums, offen-

siveness of breath, and other symptoms following

the use of red oxide of mercury.
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Medical Societies,

PHILADELPHIA COUNTY MEDICAL
SOCIETY.

At a stated meeting of this Society, held at

the Hall of the College of Physicians on the 20th

inst., the following Officers and Delegates were
elected:

President—Dr. W. L. Knight.

Vice-Presidents—-Drs. W. L. Atlee and L. S.

SOMERS.

Recording Secretary—Dr. W. B. Atkinson.
Assistant Secretary—Dr. L. S. Bolles.

Corresponding Secretary—Dr. II. Y. Evans.
Treasurer—Dr. W. M. Welch.
Censor—Dr. Alfred Stille.

Delegates to the American Medical Association.

Drs. W. L. Atlee, John Bell, Robert Burns,
David Burpee, Levi Curtis, T. M. Drysdale, I. S.

Eshleman, W. S. Frick, Jacob Huckel, N. L.

Hatfield, Geo. Hamilton, C. W. Hornor, J. F.

Lamb, Benjamin Lee, W. B. Lane, Wm. May-
burry, Andrew Nebinger, and S. R. Skillern.

Delegates to the Medical Society of the State of
Pennsylvania.

Drs. H. St. Clair Ash, James Ash, C. S. Boker,
Wm. H. Bunn, L. S. Bolles, J. Cummiskey, R.
J. Dunglison, H. Y. Evans, Emil Fischer, S. D.
Gross, A. W. Griffiths, W. Goodell, Thos. Hay,
L. D. Harlow, A. G. B. Hinkle, E. C. Hine, W.
L. Knight, H. Leaman, A. Nebinger, J. Aitken
Meigs, H. Lenox Hodge, J. Cheston Morris, W.
B. Lane, W. C. Phelps, Benj. Phister, John G.
Stetler, L S. Somers, Winthrop Sargent, C. B.
Prall, L. Turnbull, E. B. Vandyke, W. M. Welch,
C. F. Wittig, Jacob H. Wehner, W. Lehman
Wells, W. Ralston Wells, and T. J. Yarrow.
Ex officio delegates to State Society—Drs. Wm.

B. Atkinson, A. H. Fish, and Wm. Mayburry.

The Inaugural Address of the President elect

is published by request of the Society.

Gentlemen of the Philadelphia County Medical
Society

:

I return you my warmest thanks for the honor
you have just conferred upon me. It was un-
sought, unexpected, and unmerited. I owe it

entirely to your kindly feelings of partiality to-

ward me, which I beg leave to say, is felt and
appreciated.

Esteeming myself one of the humblest mem,
bers of this body, and elected to this chair,

clothed as it is with the respectability of great

names, you can easily understand*my feelings of

solicitude, as well as satisfaction, in accepting its

honors and responsibilities.

It is twenty years to-night since the organiza-

tion of this Society. The object of its formation,

its labors and achievements, form a topic that

might be invested with interest.

The organization of. the profession not only of

the City and County of Philadelphia, but the

organization of the State Medical Society of

Pennsylvania, owes much of its success to some

of the members here, and I hope a suitable re-

cognition awaits them for long years of active and

untiring labors in its behalf. This Society has ex-

erted great influence upon ethics, upon public as

well as domestic hygiene. The great movement of

sanitary reform, and for more enlighted k.ws of

quarantine for our country, had their origin

here. Every person of thought and observation

understands how profoundly, how widely, and

how thoroughly it has influenced the interests

of the profession, and the great interests of hu-

manity. But my object is not its eulogy. I

feel it my duty on the present occasion, to speak

of its deficiencies and wants. I allude to the

want of a Library and Museum. In this Hall,

a few evenings since, in conversation with a

gentleman, for whose wisdom and learning we
all have the highest respect, he spoke of the im-

portance to this Society of a large Library and

Museum. To the seven hundred physicians of

the city and county of Philadelphia it should be

a matter of the deepest interest; and it would

unite and be a bond of sympathy and interest to

a great majority of our profession. Every physi-

cian, whether of lofty or of little scholarship,

feels the want of books beyond his own limited

library : and it is hoped that a movement will be

at once inaugurated for a Library worthy of the

profession of Philadelphia.

No doubt many of you were present, and

remember the very interesting and eloquent lec-

ture at our December meeting, on the osseous

union of intra capsular fractures of the cervix

fe.moris, with a specimen shown, that must be of

the greatest interest to the physiologist and sur-

geon, and forever settle that disputed point. It

is to be regretted that we have no place for the

reception and preservation of such rare speci-

mens.

It was my purpose to have called the atten-

tion of the Society, for its action, to the subject

of Criminal Abortion, but having just learned

that a report, and a paper accompanying it. will

be read before you at an early day, I feel that

any extended remarks on the subject at this

time are unnecessary. From the source from
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•which it emanates, we may expect an able pa-

per. Some well considered plan, something real,

positive and practical, for checking the awful

crime of child-murder is wanted. It is well

known to the profession, and too well known, I

fear, to the community at large, that there are

persons who, for a price, are willing to commit

this crime, and have the audacity to call them-

selves physicians. No one worthy of the name,

but looks upon it as murder, and regards it with

feelings of the deepest abhorrence.

Thanking you again, gentlemen, for electing

me your presiding officer, it will be my endeavor

to discharge the duties without prejudice or par-

tiality.

On motion of Dr. Lehman Wells, the address

was ordered to be published.
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Editorial Department,

Periscope.

M
About Rachitis.

From Ithe German of Dr. Bohn, translated by Dr.

Pflaum, of Pittsburgh, Pa.

I. An uncommon form of congenital rachitis.

The writer observed three children of healthy

parents, though living under very unfavorable

hygienic influences, which children suffered

from a peculiar disease spread over the largest

part of the skeleton which like a kind of per

ostitis had befallen the diaphyses of the long

bones, the upper and lower third in nearly cir-

cumscribed hearths. The swelling of the bones

appeared one after the other in separate attacks

with general fever and symptoms of local irrita-

tion, and led gradually to a softness and brittle-

ness, which consequently caused a total deformity

of the skeleton. This affection differs from

common rachitis by the absolute immunity of

the heads of the bones ; it seems to be of con-

genital origin, for one of the children, the writer

was told, had at its birth already a tumefaction

of the upper extremities. In the two other cases

the symptoms appeared in the first weeks of life.

A hereditary predisposition is improbable, as a

fourth child of the same parents did not suffer at

all from the disease, nor any one of the family

had ever had a similar affection. The writer

thinks that the cause is perhaps to be sought

for in a faulty nutrition, caused by abnormal

placental relations. In one of the cases the

swelling of the bones were very beneficially in-

fluenced by the use of cod-liver oil and aromatic

bathe.

II. Acute Eachitis. By this the writer means

certain rare cases, which are characterized by

rapid tumefaction of the epiphyses under, violent

pains of the joints, diarrhoea, ulcerous stomatitis

and rapid emaciation, with complete conval-

escence in the course of several months. The

disease appears in the first half of the second

year after birth, in winter or in the early part of

spring. Defective nutrition or bad nursing can-

not be referred to as causes; but after the cessa-

tion of the disease there was in every case

observed a disproportionate growth in length.

According to this it seems that the disease is

caused by an excessive increase of cartilage cells

in the epiphyses, the excessive blastema produced

not being readily enough transformed into

osseous substance ; with the finally accomplished

ossification the process is finished, and the result

of the disease is the considerably grown bone.

In accordance to this, the disease should be

treated in such a way as to promote the ossifica-

tion by proper care ; and to guard off crooked-

ness of the limbs, they would be supported by an

appropriate apparatus. For the diarrhoea were

administered successfully tincture of iron and

lime water, for the stomatitis chlorate of potash.

III. Eachitis and Dentition. Rachitis retards

dentition, because the teeth are more than any

other part of the skeleton influenced by any

disorder of the constitution, which injures ossifi-

cation. The abnormal prolongation of the pauses

of dentition (for the incisor teeth more than one,

for the other more than two months in average,)

is often the first symptom of the commencing

rachitis, and ought to be an indication to direct

the nutrition of the child in time into the right

way.

About the Cause of the Lowering of the Tem-
perature and the other Symptoms produced
by the Suppression of the Perspiration.

By Dr. Laschkevitsch, Translated from the German by

Dr. M. Pflaum.

The injurious results of varnishing the skin

are, as is well known, decrease of the tempera-

ture of the body, restlessness, violent tremor, at

first accelerated breathing and increased fre-

quency of the pulse, which afterwards gradually

decrease, appearance of albumen in urine, and

finally death, which according to the size of the

animals experimented with, appears sooner or

later; the bigger the animal the later its death.

As cause of these phenomena it was supposed

that a substance which was normally secreted

by the skin was retained in the body by the

suppressed perspiration and produced those

phenomena. Especially an adherent to this
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doctrine was Edenhurzen, who thought this sub-

stance was a volatile organic alkali. The phe-

nomena referred to have also been brought into

relation with the fatal result of extensive com-
bustions. But the latter process is so compli-

cated that it cannot be identified with the sup-

pression of the cutaneous secretion.

Against the explanation of Edenhurzen, the

writer maintains that the said alkali is also

demonstrable in animals, which are in the normal
state and not varnished, and that it is developed

with different intensity in the different parts of

the skin. Edenhurzen considered the alkali as

something which was developed by the process

of varnishing
; he demonstrated it in such por-

tions of the skin of the varnished animals, which
were incidentally not touched by the varnish.

Another objection against Edenhurzen's expla-
nat ;on is, that the writer could not find anything
abnormal in the blood of those animals which
had died from the fatal effect of the varnishing,
and that such blood injected into the veins of
other animals had no injurious effect on them.

Also the opinion of Gerlach and other older

authors, that the suppression of the perspiration

produces death by asphyxia is not correct. Of
how little influence the perspiration is in this

respect, the writer convinced himself by experi-

ments, in which animals remained without any
bad effect during. six hours and more in a hydro-

gen or carbonic acid gas atmosphere, their lungs
remaining in connection with the atmospheric
air by means of a cap pulled over the mouth.
The writer now says, that the true cause of the

phenomena, mentioned above, is the cooling off,

which appears in consequence of the dilatation of

the vessels of the skin. A small part of the skin

when varnished over appear to be warmer than
other parts not varnished, but it cools off quicker
by the lower temperature of the surrounding air.

If two animals of pretty near the same size, of

which one is varnished over, be brought into a

caloric meter, the varnished one cools off more
and gives more warmth to the water than the
other. Whereas animals which, immediately after

the varnishing is over, be enveloped in cotton,

show nothing abnormal. These experiments cor-

respond with similar ones made by Tsches-
cheschin, who experimented on animals to see

the effect of cutting across the spinal marrow.
In his experiments appeared quite analogous
phenomena produced by the increased loss of
warmth in consequence of the dilatation of the
vessels. "With this explanation accords also the

fact already set off by Schiff and Valenten, that

varnished animals do not shew any morbid

symptoms in high temperatures; and further is

herewith explained, why smaller animals suffer

more than larger ones, as the former lo.se more

warmth by the relatively larger surf.ice; and

finally, that the symptoms appear the slower, the

smaller the part of the skin is which is varnished

over.

The considerable dilatation of the vessels of

the skin under the varnished parts has been

observed by all the authors on this subject, who
made a post mortem examination of animals

which had died from the effect of the varnishing.

Whether this dilatation be a paralysis of the

vessels brought about by direct influence or by

reflex action, must remain doubtful.

Statistics of Insanity.

Tigges and Raster, of the Westphalian Pro-

vincial Insane Asylum, at Marsberg, give some

valuable statistics on the subject of insanity.

Centralblatt fur die Med. Wissenschofien, No.

33, 1868.)

In regard to the patients who were admitted

into the above institution, the following particu-

lars of their condition previous to the invasion

of the disease were obtained

:

1st Class. Of good natural gifts.

2d Class. Abnormalities of mind and temper-

ament; excitability, instability, extravagances,

moral obliquities, etc.

3d Class. Mediocrity, and weakness of intel-

lect, without other remarkable peculiarities.

4th Class. Remarkable abnormalities of mind,

character, and habits; in these individuals the

predisposition is very strong.

5th Class includes 62 to 77-100 of the cases; and

in these unreliable, or deficient previous histories

were obtained.

Conclusion. By far the greater number of the

insane who have a hereditary predisposition, do

not give such evidences of the approaching

malady as may be ascribed to their original ten-

dency. But the four first classes make them-

selves more felt in the case of those who inherit

the infirmity than in others.

The proportion of cures diminishes from the

1st to the 4th classes; in the first class the non-

hereditary cases predominate: in the others, par-

ticularly the 4th, the hereditary. There are dif-

ferences in degree when the inheritance comes

from both sides, one side, or indirectly : and the

insane, more than those laboring under other

nervous disorders, transmit an unfavorable con-

dition to their descendants.

Classes 2d and 4th show intellectual weakness

less; and, taking into consideration their mental
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deficiencies, afford a good prospect; they give a

larger per centage of cures, but a larger number

of insane brothers, sisters, and immediate rela-

tives.

When insanity has existed for two or three

generations, many peculiarities of heritability

are developed in a higher degree. There is

greater degeneration of the descendants, (classes

2d, 3d, and 4th, particularly the latter), greater

tendency to recovery, less to a fatal termination;

and there is a tendency to the development of the

affections during the early years of life.

Age. When we examine the ages of all those

admitted, we find that 30 to 40 years is the pre-

dominating age; and that in the early years of

life males outnumber females.

But when epileptics and idiots are excluded

from the tables, we find the most frequent age of

first attacks to be 21 to 25 years; as we descend

in the number of years a gradual decrease is

observed, but 15 to 20 years stand third in

point of frequency. Before the age of 35 years

males are in the majority, after that females.

The psychical causes which dispose to in-

sanity are not easily reduced to figures. Those

organic processes, on which the necessities of

the inner life of the individual depend, which

attend the male's entrance into a state of

spiritual and bodily development, and the fe

male's exit out of the same, are our limit. In

those hereditarily predisposed, the whole devel

opment of the disease is accelerated ; it comes to

an outbreak sooner, and arrives at an end sooner

Duration in cases of Care. Cured in six

months 45-100, in one year 37-100, over one

year 18-100 of all the cures.

In females there is greater curability than in

males for the longer periods of duration. I

them the average duration was nearly nine

months; and it is greater in the male cases. In

proportion to the previous duration of the dis-

ease, cures diminish in number. The sexes

compare in this as in the above, with regard to

frequency of cure, etc.

Two drachms a day are given of it, in two pints

of strong beef-tea.

Use of Carbolic Acid.

According to the Medical Times and Gazette,

the experience of the Liverpool Royal Infirmary

with the strong carbolic acid and carbolic acid

putty in the treatment of compound fractures

has been most unfavorable, but in large suppu-

rating surfaces, such as joints, stumps, chronic

abscesses, the use of carbolic acid has resulted in

a great diminution in the number of cases of

pyemia. When the latter disease does occur,

the sulphite of soda has had very good effects.

Southern Hospitals.

Dr. A. L. Mackaye, L. R. C. S. E., writes to

the London Lancet in reply to some strictures by
one of its contributors.

Deputy Inspector General Gordon is hardly

ustified in making the sweeping statement he

does about American general hospitals. That

he has grounds for his statement I know; but,

as published, a reader would naturally apply it

to our hospitals as well as to those of the enemy.

I cannot answer for more than two of the armies

of the Confederacy, those of Tennessee and the

department of the South-West, since I was alone

connected with them ; but I do most decidedly in

this case repudiate the notion that their general

hospitals were inefficient, or so badly conducted

that a man was better left on the roadside than

sent to them. That we had general hospitals' of

very different degrees of efficiency I know; but

the faults, easily pointed out in many whose

circumstances I can recall, were not due to the

system of general hospitals, but to causes which

would alike render inefficient a regimental hospi-

tal. I have never seen finer nor more admi-

rably managed hospitals than some general

ones in the Confederacy, and the secret of their

success was that the whole control of them was

in the hands of the medical department. I have

fair grounds to estimate them comparatively on.

I know the great naval hospitals at Malta, the

Cape, and Jamaica, the civil hospitals in Cal-

cutta, those of Paris, the model hospital of the

Bethany in Berlin, that at Zurich, as well as our

home establishments, not only in London, but in

the provinces, and, withal, I must give the palm

to one hospital, a general hospital in Mobile.

The hospital Canty there, under the charge of,

I believe, a Bartholomew's man, Dr. W. Hen-
derson, struck me as without exception to leave

nothing to be desired in hospital wards. The

hospitals at the general hospital post at Griffin,

Ga., again, were admirable—a fact they were

indebted to for the first-rate administrative tact,

skill, and union of the suaviter with the fortiter

found in their chief, the surgeon of the Post, Dr.

Robert Foster, of Nashville, and that they, with

all the other general hospitals of the army of

Tennessee, were, in their supplies and comforts,

under the uncontrolled regulation of an unrival-

led medical intendent, Dr. G. S. Blackie, a grad-

uation medalist of Edinburgh, (1855). Upon

the whole, speaking of the enormous system of

general hospitals attached to the armies of Ten-
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nessee and the South-west, a fanatic believer in

general hospitals could easily prove his case. I

may here state, in corroboration of the well-

known pre-eminence of naval surgeons under all

flags as hospital managers and organizers, that

the head of the medical arrangements of th

army of the South-west was Dr. R. IIeustjss, an

ex-United States navy man. The finest field

hospital I have ever seen was that organized by

him for the division Breckenridge, of which he

was then P. M. 0., when we went to join the

relieving column for Vicksburg.

Curious Case of Toxicomania.

There has been recently an octavo brochure of

eighty- eight pages published at Geneva, by

Lelievre et Fils, entitled " Compte-rendu des

Debats de V Affaire de VAccusee Jeanneret. ,>l

It is

the report of a trial which ranks high among all

the causes ceUbres on record, whether we regard

it from a legal point of view or as a problem of

medical psychology.

From a summary of it in the N. Y. Nation we
learn that the heroine—for such she is in the

corrupt literature of our day—was a Swiss nurse,

who took advantage of her professional position

to administer poison to the sick persons confided

to her care, from the effects of which seven of

them died. In the perpetration of this mono-

tonous series of diabolical crimes Marie Jean-

neret does not seem to have been animated either

by animosity or cupidity. On the contrary, she

always showed the warmest affection towards

her victims, and nursed them with tender and

untiring devotion ;
nor did she derive the least

pecuniary benefit from their death. Neither the

conduct of the accused after her arrest nor the

testimony of physicians and experts alienistes

furnished any evidence of insanity. The mono-

maniac usually acts impulsively
; but Mile. Jean-

neret always manifested the coolest premedita-

tion and imperturbableness, never exhibiting any
hesitation or confusion, or indeed the slightest

symptom of hallucination, but answering with

the greatest clearness and presence of mind
every question put by the president of the court.

Even M. Turrettini, the prosecuting attorney,

in presenting the case to the jury, was at a loss

to know on what grounds to urge the conviction

of the accused, and after exhausting the usual

category of hypotheses and showing the inade-

quacy of each, was obliged to seek a motive in

I'espece de volupte qu'elle eprouverait a commettre

un crime, or what, in the less elegant but more
vigorous vernacular of the West, would be called

" pure cussedness." In fact, the conduct of

Marie Jeanneret seems more like the working of

some malignant and irresistible force in nature,

or the relentless operation of a destructive ma-
chine, than the voluntary action of a free and

responsible agent. M. Zurlinden, the counsel

for the defendant, dwelt with emphasis upon
this mysterious phase of the subject, and thus

saved his client from the scaffold. The trial

ended on the 26th of November. The jury,

after five hours' deliberation, rendered a verdict

of " Guilty, with extenuating circumstances as

the result of which Marie Jeanneret was sen-

tenced to twenty years of hard labor {travaux

forces). Our own theory of the case, says the

Nation, as derived from a careful study of the

evidence, is that Marie Jeanneret was infatuated

with poisons, partly by watching the effect which

they produced on her own system (for she never

hesitated to take herself what she administered

to others, the only difference being that, like

Mithridates, she had become by habit proof

against their venom), and partly by reading

about them in medical and botanical works, to

the study of which she was passionately devoted.

She also attempted analyses of these substances,

and in one instance was severely burned by the

bursting of a crucible in which she was endeav-

oring to obtain atropine from atropa belladonna.

It was with atropine that she destroyed most of

her victims.

Dr. Jobert (de Lamballe.)

This distinguished surgeon was the subject of

an eulogium by Prof. Richet at the anniversary

of the French Medical Faculty, partly reported

in the London Med. Times and Gazette.

He confessed that it was a life he would not

have meddled with, had a choice been left him.

Natalis Guillot, another deceased Professor of

the Faculty, had left injunctions that his memory

should not be thus celebrated, while accounts of

the career of Velpeau and Jarjavt are reserved

apparently for others, since M. Richet's col-

leagues decided that Jobert should fail to his

lot. After an attentive perusal of his writings,

and a consideration of his career, he has come

to the conclusion that he was a great deal bet-

ter than his reputation. That might easily be

so. Certainly, his career was a remarkable one,

even among the remarkable careers of so many
of the French celebrities. Born on a straw pal-

let, through which his mother said she felt the

damp ground, supplied with scarcely any educa-

tion at all, existing during his internat at St.

Louis upon next to nothing, we find him, having

gained the post of agrege in 1830, suddenly shoot-
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ing into prosperity and celebrity, post after post

falling to his share. It is true that he was de-

voured by an insatiable ambition, and had to un-

dergo many mortifications in consequence. His

failure to obtain the chair of Dupuytren irritated

him greatly, and it was not till after the aboli-

tion of the concours, that he obtained admission

into the Faculty. His practice was immense,

and, as he charged very high fees, the amount of

money he accumulated was enormous—-up elessly

accumulated, we may say—for, having separated

early from his wife, (who prophesied the ter-

mination of his days in a lunatic asylum,) he

lived a wretched, lonely, and friendless life, and,

save in occasional and eccentric acts of charity,

benefiting no one by what he had gained. He
died a millionaire without a will, and after his

death, notes, silver, and gold were found in his

house in profusion, the inventory amounting to

some 650,000 francs, many letters containing

large sums never having been even opened. In

his professional relations he was equally unsat-

isfactory, his treatment of patients, pupils, and

confreres being always capricious and sometimes

brutal. However, we must not, in criticising

his career, forget its disastrous termination in an

asylum, the probability being that much of the

eccentricity, and even some of the success in life

was due to disease. M. Kichet passed over his

defects kindly and considerately; but in reference

to his surgical merits, we are inclined to think

he has taken a somewhat more favorable view

than posterity will ratify. This portion of the

eulogium is almost an anatomical demonstration,

not, however, altogether ill-suited to the audience

to which it was addressed. That he was a most

skilful operator, and did much to advance plas'ic

surgery, there can be no doubt; but, in the

words of Signor Fumagalli, a less partial biog-

rapher than M. Kichet, he was rather an indus-

trious artist than a scientific surgeon.
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Reviews and Book Notices.

An apparatus for giving an alarm in

case of the presence of carbonic oxide or coal

gas in a room, it is reported, has recently been

invented by a Prussian. It consists of a gal-

vanic battery with a bell and a glass tube filled

with liquid chloride of palladium. This metallic

salt is extremely sensitive to the pressure of

carbonic oxide gas. A small quantity of the

gas will at once throw down some of the metal

from the solution, and this precipitate collecting

in the bottom of the tube, at once establishes a

Connection in the current of electricity, and the

violent ringing of the bell will warn the 'sleeper

of his danger.

NOTES ON BOOKS.

The Annual Keport of the Commissioner of

Pensions for 1868 contains a full list of pension

surgeons in the United States, which renders it

quite useful for reference. It does not contain

any such stricture on examiners as last year, and

we hope, therefore, they did good.

The Introductory Address of Dr. T. Parvin-

in the Medical College of Ohio last October, has

been published by request of the class. Its topic

is "The Subjective Utility of Medicine/' and it

is treated with that thoroughness and ease of

style which are characteristic of Dr. Paryin.

Another pamphlet from the same State is be-

fore us. It is by a well known contributor to the

Reporter, Dr. Z. C. McELRoy, of Zanesville.

The subject is, "The Dynamics, Principles, and

Philosophy of Organic Life: an effort to obtain

definite conceptions of how do medicines produce

their effects ?" It is an address originally delivered

before the Muskingum County Medical Society.

The views which the author has from time to

time expressed in shorter articles are here more
fully, elaborated, and deserve to attract the at-

tention, as no doubt they will, of the thinking

minds of the profession.

"The Probe; an inquiry in+o the use of Stimu-

lants and Narcotics, the social evils resulting

therefrom, and methods of reform and cure," is

the title of a new serial upon our table. It is

proposed to be issued quarterly from the Sanita-

rium, Media, Pa., for $1.00 a year. The editor

is Dr. Joseph Parrish, whose experience and skill

in the treatment of this class of patients is a guar-

antee of its value.

An interesting obstetrical pamphlet comes to

us from Louisville, Ky.—-"Joined Twins ; the

Obstetrical and Surgical Management, with Re-

marks," by Dr. A. B. Cook, Professor of Surgery

in the Kentucky Medical School. It is embel-

lished with a lithographic plate, and has a num-
ber of curious details about the case reported,

and others similar.

The Physician's Dose and Symptom Book, con-
taining the Doses and Uses of all the Principal
Articles of the Materia Medica and Officinal

Preparations. By Joseph H. Wythes, A. M.,
M. D. Eighth Edition. Philadelphia: Lind-
say & Blakiston. 1868. 1 vol., 12mo., pp.
263. Price $1-00.

Frequently the busy practitioner finds it ex-

tremely convenient to have some such pocket

manual as this, not so much to teach him what

he does not know, as to keep well before his



94 REVIEWS AND BOOK NOTICES. [Vol. XX.

mind what he does know, but cannot at all times

recall. When one is at a loss, as one often is, for

a medicine of a certain character, it saves some

beating of brains to have such a dose-book as

this. It has not only doses, but contains a table

of weights and measures, rules for prescribing,

abbreviations allowed in prescriptions, poisons,

and antidotes, a pharmaceutical arrangement, a

symptomatology, and an outline of therapeutics.

It is handy in size, can readily be carried in the

pocket, and if it wanted any other recommenda-

tion, it is found in the fact that the copy before

us is the eighth edition.

Pronouncing Medical Lexicon ; Containing the

Correct Pronunciation and Definition of Terms
used in Medicine and the Collateral Sciences.

With Addenda. By C. H. Cleaveland, M. D.

Eleventh edition. Philadelphia: Lindsay &
Blakiston. 1vol., 12mo., pp.302. Price$\.2b.

Here is another book that needs no praise, and

is vulnerable to no criticism. What has a re-

viewer, especially of medical books, to say when

he sees ''eleventh edition" on the title-page?

He has to be extremely discreet at any rate in his

criticisms.

For a pocket lexicon, we know of none better

than this, though pocket lexicons are not our

admiration. They savor too much of the hand

multum sed multa. Nor do we take kindly to

the "American phonetic alphabet" which Dr.

Cleaveland employs. It is notorious that Eng-

lish speaking people have a horror of learning

another alphabet. And here is one of forty-three

letters, looking worse than Russian, which we

have to make our own. Diacritical marks serve

the purpose of Webster and Worcester, and

we believe they could Dr. Cleaveland also

Moreover, the proof has not been read quite as

carefully as we have a right to expect in an

eleventh edition. Unless Dr. C. is original in

orthography, as in his phonetics, suply, synoni-

mous, hora vespertina (in the evening), betray

over-haste in proof-reading.

printed, on excellent paper, contrasting very

decidedly in these respects with most American

medical publications.

The great importance of the subject, the fre-

quency of the disease in our climate, its rebel-

lious character, and its liability to be mistaken

for phthisis, commend it to every practitioner.

It will be found carefully prepared, and filled

with useful suggestions in diagnosis and treat-

ment. We heartilv commend it to our readers.

The Medical Examiner's Manual. By D. S.

Gloninger, M. D. C. A. Palmer, Publisher.
Philadelphia. 8vo., pp. 47. Price, 75 cents.

The author of this manual aims to sum up in

brief and convenient form those points to which

the attention of medical examiners of Life Insu-

rance Companies should direct particular atten-

tion. We are convinced that there is considera-

ble carelessness, and some ignorance on the part

of many examiners, and a studious perusal of

this short pamphlet would be a benefit to them,

and the companies for which they act.

On Chronic Bronchitis, especially as Connected

with the Gout, Emphysema, and Disease of the

Heart. By E. Headlam Greenhow, M. D.,

Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians.

Philadelphia: Lindsay & Blakiston, 1869.

1 vol., 8vo., cloth, pp. 236. Price, $2 25.

This is a series of clinical lectures, illustrated

by nearly fifty cases, which presented themselves

in the wards of the Middlesex Hospital, London.

Dr. Greenhow originally published them in the

Lancet, and very properly concluded to place

them in a more available form, by collecting

them into a volume. It is very handsomely

The Use of the Laryngoscope in Diseases of the

Throat; with an E^ay on Hoarseness, Loss of

Voice, and Stridulous Breathing, in relation to

Nervo-muscular Affections of the Larynx. By
Morell Mackenzie. M. D., London. M R.C.P.,

etc., etc. Second Edition, with additions, and
a chapter on the examination of the Nasal
Passages, by J. Solis Cohen, M. D., author of

'•Inhalation/' etc. With two lithographic

plates, and fifty one illustrations on wood.
Philadelphia: Lindsay & Blakiston, 1869.

1 vol.. 8vo., cloth, pp. 289. Price, $3.00.

Dr. Mackenzie's work has met with great

favor in England, and its republication in this

country, especially under the editorial super-

vision of so competent a laryngoscopist as Dr.

Cohen, will be welcomed by very many students;

and in this new branch of science we are all

students.

The book opens with a history of laryngoscopic

discovery, and a description of the instrument,

with the method of applying it. Special diffieul-

ties are carefully mentioned, and how they may
be avoided. The healthy larynx is then studied,

and the accessory instruments, and more delicate

manipulations. The applications most frequently

employed, the operations on the larynx, and the

manipulation of laryngeal instruments are then

treated of in separate chapters.

The additions by Dr. Cohen are descriptions

of the best instruments employed in this coun-

try, and explanations of the methods adopted in

the examination of the nasal passages. They

add materially to the value of the book to the

American physician.
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Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence,

News, etc. etc., of general medical interests are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

4®=* To insure publication, articles must be practical,

brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

We particularly value the practical experience of coun-

try practitioners, many of whom, possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfully belongs to the profession.

TEE fiEFORM IE" MEDICAL EDtJCATIOW.
We have already more than once referred to

the result of the Committee on Medical Educa-

tion that met nigh two years ago at Cincinnati,

not exactly as another example of the Horatian

apothegm, Parturiuni monies, etc.,—-the proverb

is something musty,—but as certainly of dis-

appointing effectiveness. We are jogging along

In the old rut, and hardly an effort made to

Improve. There was a, loud cry, but we have

seen remarkably little wool.

The circular of the Committee was duly sent

hj course of mail, we believe, with what answer

In most 'cases we know not. But in one case the

! answer is before us. It is from the Medical

Department of Yale ^College and contains a

Dumber of points worth reflecting upon carefully.

The reply calls attention to the historical fact

that in 182? the Connecticut Medical Society sent

representatives to a Convention of Delegates from

|

Medical Societies and Colleges, held at Northamp-

ton pursuant to a call issued by the Medical

I

Society of .Vermont, for the purpose of devising

plans for elevating the character of Medical

Education. After discussing the various u sub-'

jjects" which had been suggested by the circular

of the Vermont Society, and such as were pro-

{

posed by members of the Convention, certain

regulations were adopted, providing for making

known to the several Medical Colleges and

Societies of the United States, the results of

their deliberations, and for their ratification of

them.

Each candidate for & license to practice, or for

the degree of Doctor of Medicine, was required

to present satisfactory evidence that he had

received from some respectable College the

-degree $£ Bachelor of Arts
;

or, that previous to

2

the commencement of his professional studie?, he

had acquired a good English education, and such

knowledge of the Latin language as to enable

him to read with facility the iEneid of Virgil,

and the Select Orations of Cicero ; and that he

had also obtained a good acquaintance with the

principles of Geometry and Natural Philosophy.

Graduates of Colleges should attend three, others

four years. This scheme was adopted and

honestly pursued until 1832, when the Medical

Department of Yale, finding that every other

Medical College which had agreed to adopt the

same curriculum had apostatized and gone back

to the old courses, and that it was rapidly losing

its students, formally altered the term of study

to that previously existing.

For these reasons the Yale school answers in

the negative the first and third questions of the

Committee on Medical Education, which ques-

tions were the following.

" 1st. Do your Faculty, together with the

governing authority of your College, approve of

the several propositions as a whole V (referring

to the plan of education agreed upon at Cin-
cinnati.)

** 3<2. If you approve of the plan as a. whole, or

of all its essential features, will your College be
ready to adopt it practically, and issue your
Annual Announcement for the College term of
1
'868-9, in accordance therewith; provided all

the principle Medical Colleges in this country (or

at least those in the cities of Boston, New York,
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Richmond, Charleston,

New Orleans, Louisville, Cincinnati, St. Louis,

Chicago, Buffalo, and Albany,) will agree to do
the same at the same time ?"

We confess to an inability to perceive why if

an acknowledged good move is made, and is un-

successful, why that ill-success affords any rea-

son for not trying it again, particularly in a

matter of this kind when some 40 years had

intervened. Certainly times are so altered that

there is much greater hope of a higher standard

being maintained now than then; and now we

have an American Medical Association to give

unity and stability to the enterprise. This part

of the reply is eminently unsatisfactory and in-

complete.

In reference to the second question of the Com-
mittee which was,

" 2d. If you do not approve of the plan of

revision, as a whole, what changes would you.

suggest?"

The Committee of the Faculty are ready with

several suggestions showing how easy it is to

give or to listen to good advice, and how hard it

is to follow it. It urges preparatory education,

daily text-book recitations, and regular study.

It recalls the fact that "many years ago" the
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Connecticut Medical Society resolved that Bo

young man should be allowed to study medicine

until he had passed an examination about as

thorough as that required to enter the Freshman

Class of Yale College, which resolution "soon

became and still remains inoperative. 7 '

"We are told that the Yale Medical Faculty

have it "in contemplation, at no distant day, to

perfect plans already in process of completion, by

which the Medical Sciences will be taught here,

as the other sciences are taught, to graded classes,

by daily text-book recitations and lectures,

throughout the Academic year."

This very indefinite promise is what we must

rest contented with from the Yale Medical school.

But the Committee of the Faculty conclude with

another argument, a sort of Parthian arrow,

which we report in full.

"In a democratic country like ours, where
educational interests are in no sense fostered or

controlled by a central government, and where
the quality of education, as of other things, is

regulated by the public demands, the attempt to

bring all medical colleges to adopt the same
greatly advanced and prolonged course of study,

and to compel all students to come up to that

standard, before the public mind is sufficiently

educated to appreciate and demand it, is in our
judgment premature, and not likely to prove
successful.'''

In other words, until the public can learn to

distinguish between an ignorant quack and a

modest physician of merit, it is premature to in-

sist that medical men should be as well educated

here as they are in monarchical countries f When
medical professors thus speak, Quis custodial ip-

sos custodesf

But the conclusion to this document is its most

remarkable portion. Here it is

:

"While, for these and other reasons, the Fa-
culty deem it inexpedient to adopt, at present,

the recommendations of the Convention, they
will be prepared to give them a favorable con-
sideration, and to adopt them, so far as our cir-

cumstances will allow, tohenever they are adopted,
and faithfully adhered to, as the uniform and
settled practice of the leading Medical Colleges

of this country.' 1

Having first said these recommendations were
not new, which may very well be; then that

they were not practicable, they profess a wil-

lingness to adopt them substantially when adopt-

ed and adhered to by the leading medical col-

leges of the country. Now the proposition was
for Yale to*adopt them only if the others did so si-

multaneously, and of course in good faith. Either

this last offer contains an undignified innuendo,

or it is in direct contradiction to the spirit of the
whole reply. In either case it is not what should
proceed from Yale College.

3>R. USHER PARSONS.

This eminent and venerable member of our

profession died last month at his home in Rhode
Island, His long and prominent services both

as an author, an officer, and a physician, entitle

him to more than a passing notice. For the

following sketch of his life we are indebted to

Dr. Snow, of Providence.

Dr. Parsons was the youngest son of a farmer

and pioneer settler of Alfred, Maine, and was

born in that town, Aug. 18th, 1788. He became

interested in the study of medicine at an early age,

partly through attending a course of lectures

given by a Scotchman, Dr. Ramsay. He alter-

nately taught school and studied medicine in and

near his native village, and then spent a year at

Boston, as pupil of Dr. John Warren, brother of

Gen, Joseph Warren. He first practiced medi-

cine in Dover, N. H. The war of 1812 then broke

out, and he received a commission as surgeon's

mate. This he always remembered as a turning-

point in his life, as he was then poor, and looked

forward to gloomy years of waiting. He reported

for service at Brooklyn, and was soon after

attached to an expedition sent to the great lakes.

After travelling by sail to Albany, and thence on

foot to Buffalo, he served in different points as

hospital surgeon, and in some minor engage-

ments. At the battle of Lake Erie, he was the

only medical officer on duty in Perry's squadron,

the surgeons being sick. His services and

success in and after that battle won the praise of

Commodore Perry * and led to his promotion, and

to his enjoying opportunities of passing much
time in European waters, in the naval service.

He visited in this way Gibraltar, Minorca, Tunis,

Sicily, Saples, and St. Petersburg, and availed

himself of leaves of absence to attend the hos-

pitals and medical schools of Paris, London, and

Edinburg. He came to Providence, R. I., in

1822, resigning his commission in the navy. In

that year he married Mary J., daughter of Rev.

Dr. Abiel Holmes, of Cambridge, Mass. She

died in 1825.

Dr. Parsons soon rose to a very prominent-

position, both as physician and surgeon. He
was extensively called to other towns, in consul-

tation, and to surgical cases ; and performed

repeatedly most of the capital operations.

He was president of the Rhode Island Medical

Society from 1837 to 1840, and honorary member
of many medical societies of other States. In

1853, he was chosen first vice-president of the

American Medical Association, and at the meet-

ing in St. Louis, in 1854, he presided and deliv-
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ered the opening address, in the absence of the

President, Dr. Knight, of New Haven. He held

several appointments at different times as pro-

fessor of medical institutions ; and in Brown

University was professor of anatomy, both in the

undergraduate department, and in the medical

school, before the advent of President Wayland.
He gave great attention to private students in

medieine, and bad at different times more than

fifty pupils.

He was an industrious writer on professional

subjects. His first book was, " The Physician

for Ships," intended to be used on ship-board as a

guide to the management of diseases, in the

absence ofa physician. This was written in the

last period of his service in the navy; it was
extensively sold, and passed, with various changes

through five editions. He wrote frequently for

the premiums offered for medieal dissertations, in

Boston and in this State and published a vol-

ame containing four successful Boylston prize

essays, with one which had been highly praised

and recommended for publication, though the

premium was awarded to the eminent writer, Dr.

Charles Caldwell, of Kentucky. Dr. P. also

wrote many articles in surgical journals ; the first

important one being a medical history of the

battle of Lake Erie; .and the last, a summary of

Ms principal surgical operations.

Though relieved from the active practice of his

profession for some years past by his son, who
shared his office, Dr. Parsons never lost his

interest in the science of medicine. He was a

regular attendant, so far as he was able, upon
the State and national meetings of the profession.

Dr. Parsons' last sickness continued two
months, though he was able to be out till within

two or three weeks ago. His disease was seated

in the brain.

At a special meeting of the Providence Medi-

cal Association, December 21st, 1868, his death

having been announced, the following preamble

and resolutions were unanimously adopted:

Whereas, Usher Parsons, M. D., a member
and Ex-President of this Association, departed
this life in this city, on Saturday, the 19th of
December, 1868} therefore,

Resolved, That we sincerely regret the provi-
dential dispensation which has deprived us of
our associate and friend ; the medical profession
of an honored member-, and our city and State of
a worthy citizen.

Resolved, That we acknowledge with gratitude
that Divine Wisdom which has spared Dr. Par-
sons so Ions: to the world, and which has enabled
him to accomplish so much by the practice of his
profession, and by his writings for the benefit of
medical science, and for the good of mankind.

I Resolved, That we tender our sincere sympa-
thies to our brother and friend, the son of the
deceased, and his family in the loss they have
sustained.

Resolved, That as a mark of respect to the
departed, we will attend his funeral.

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be
sent to Dr. Charles W. Parsons and family, and
that they fee published in the daily papers of
the city.

Notes and Comments.

Prepaid Postage,

"We have succeeded in including the subscrip-

tions received up to January 13th, inclusive, in

the list on which we prepay postage for the

current quarter. Subscribers paying hereafter,

to the 1st of April, will have their postage pre-

paid from the beginning of the s-econd quarter of

the year, except new subscribers, who take all

the numbers from the 1st of January, who will

have their postage prepaid from that date.

We can only prepay postage from the com-

mememeni of each quarter.

Singular Accident.

A singular accident occurred in Lyons, Iowa,

Jan. 15. A new tenant in an old house threw

out among the rubbish some sticks of phosphorus

prepared to coat the ends ©f friction matches. A
school boy, about eleven years old, picked up

one of the pieces and put it in his breeches

pocket, and went to school. About eleven o'clock

it became ignited. The teacher with commenda-

ble presence of mind immediately enveloped him

in some woollen shawls and poured on water.

The fire was extinguished, but the boy became

comatose and was carried home in that condition*

The burns were inconsiderable on his thigh and

across the abdomen. He lingered until the next

day and died. The teacher's hands were very

badly burned in the attempt to extinguish the

flames.

Svapnia.

This substance is a mixture of the meeonates

of morphia, codeia, and narceia. It is prepared

by Dr. J. M. Bigelow, of Detroit, and is offered

as a substitute for morphia and crude opium. It

is claimed to be convenient in form, uniform in

strength, containing all the morphia of the

opium, besides the codeia, which has a decided

influence upon the ganglionic system of the

upper vertebral column and pneumogastric nerve,

and the narceia which spends its force on the

lumbar ganglionic system, is equal in every
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other respect to them. It will thus "be found

diffusing; its sedative influence over the whole

nervous system, instead of being; concentrated on

the brain, as is done by morphia alone. The

mode of assay adopted in the preparation of

Svapnia is somewhat different from that of Dr.

Squibb, but the results are exactly the same,

producing uniformity of strength equal to that of

morphia itself.

A Ready Stethoscope.

An ordinary kerosene lamp chimney, either

straight or bulging, with the base placed to the

chest and the top to the ear, makes a most

excellent stethoscope, quite equal in sensitiveness

to the manufactured instrument. M.

[ mi?*' Readers of the Reporter are invited to

send us copies of local Newspapers, and similar

publications, from all parts of the country, which

contain matters of interest to the profession. They

will be thankfully received, and acknowledged

under " Communications received.'*]

Correspondence,

DOMESTIC

Case of Triplets.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter :

I noticed in your journal of the 19th of Decem-
ber, under the head of "Miscellaneous," a para
graph in regard to the case of "triplets" in this

city. The case occurred in my practice, and was
as follows:

Margaret Cordell, wife of John Cordell, living

at 120 Cannon street, in this city, was taken with

labor about 10 o'clock on the evening of Novem-
ber 13th, 1808. On my arrival about 11 P. M.,

I found on examination, the membranes distended

with liquor amnii, protruding between the vulva.

I ruptured them, and immediately the escape of

fluid was followed by the presentation of occiput.

The next pain expelled this child; this having
been removed, I found the woman still large, and
made up my mind for a second birth. I ac.

cordingly tied the maternal end of the funis,

and upon examination discovered another sac,

through which I diagnosed a foot. I imme-
diately ruptured the membranes and brought
down the feet, and ended the delivery very
rapidly, the child being small. Still finding the

abdomen maintaining considerable size, I found
upon again examining another sac with a foot

presenting. I proceeded again to rupture the

membrane and brought down the child by the

feet, and finished the delivery. Immediately

afterwards a small after-birth came away, and

about 20 minutes after, the larger one with two

cords attached. There were three distinct am-

nions. Following this I was surprised, though

the uterus contracted well underneath my hand

placed on the abdominal wall, that pr -fuse

hemorrhage continued—with the protrusion of a

soft mass through the " vulva,"—this I tried to

reduce a number of times, but without success.

I finally got a light and discovered that I had

partial inversion of the uterus, and that the

flooding which was quite severe came from the

sinuses, which were plainly exposed to view. I

tried again to reduce but it would not return.

I then tried pressure and cold water, but without

avail. I finally saturated a cloth with Squibb's

solution "ferri per sulph." and placed it on the

bleeding mass, and succeeded in stopping the

hemorrhage. The mass receded of itself in about

f of an hour's time. The loss of blood was so

great that the patient became pulseless, and was

rallied only by the free administration of brandy

tore fher with f.^j of tinct. opii, (good) every 15

minutps, which dose I repeated four times with a

very happy effect, the three first produced the

most unusHial excitement, and after the last the

patient went off into a quiet slumber for some

three hours. She continued to improve, and was

yesterday, when I went in to see her, working

hard endeavoring to attend to her progeny. In

regard to names, they have been baptized Mar-

garet, Eliza, and Catharine, not " Faith, Hope,

and Charity." D. E. McSweeny, M. D.

New York City.

Starling Medical College.

Editors Medical and Surgical Reporter:

In the last October number of the Reporter

you had the goodness to notice favorably my ap-

pointment to the chair of Puerperal Diseases and

Diseases of Children in Starling Medical College.

'At the same time, however, you remarked that

you "had supposed that College defunct." If

that supposition were true, any appointment to

a Professorship in it would be a doubtful com-

pliment.

Starling Medical College has existed twenty

years. Her classes have averaged one hundred

students per session. She has a fine class at

present. Professors S. M. Smith, F. Carter,

Jno. Hamilton, Theodore "Wormley, and S. Lo-

ving, have each enjoyed high reputation as teach-

ers for many years. The two first-named gentle-

men have taught in this school 3ince its organi-
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zation. Prof. Wormley's great work, "Micro-

Chemistry of Poisons," has given him an enviable

reputation on both sides of the Atlantic.

With one of the finest college buildings in the

country, a cabinet and museum unsurpassed in

selections, a hospital of one hundred and thirty

beds; to which, in clinical advantage, is added

the State Prison Hospital and all the great pub-

lic charities located at Columbus; with no bur-

densome debts, the trustees and faculty are de-

termined that Starling Medical College shall not

die ; but that in the future, as in the past, the

watchword shall be onward for the elevation of

our profession.

Your serious belief that the undertaker had

performed his last office for this institution, sug-

gests, I think truly, that she, with many others,

have not advertised to the extent they should.

Thad. A. Eeamy, M. D.
Columbus, Ohio.

Facial Paralysis,

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter :

Allow me, through your valuable journal, to

report the following case, which recently came
under my observation.

Charles K., a young man set. 18,jg>ale and

slender, consulted me, Dec. 16th, 1868™n regard

to his right eye, which he could not close; also

that he had no use of the same side of his face

and mouth.

He stated that about one week previous, he

retired in the evening as well as usual, and in

the morning found himself in the condition de-

scribed.

On examining the case closely, I found him in

good health in every other respect, having had
no pain whatever.

I ordered him a mild cathartic, followed, next

clay, by a tonic—tr. cinchona two parts, gen-

tian one—applying, once a day, a gentle cur-

rent of the electro-galvanic battery. Also or-

dered the affected parts to be bathed with cold

water, followed by friction, two or three times a

day.

On the fourth day, there being no change for

the better, while applying the battery, it occurred

to my mind that there must be pressure of some
kind on the facial nerve. I then examined the

meatus of his right ear, and. found it filled with

hardened cerumen. He said he could hear nearly

as well with it as the other. After syringing it

with a warm solution of bi-carbonate of soda, I

succeeded in removing with the forceps a large

piece of very hard cerumen. Immediately after

its removal, he said he felt better.

I ordered him to continue same treatment as

at first, and requested him to call the next day.

Next day, when he came, I found him perfectly

well.

The most remarkable feature about this case

is that the cerumen was so impacted as not to

interfere with his hearing, causing no pain, and

at the same time, by its pressure, causing paraly-

sis of the facial nerve or portia dura.

J. W. Craig, M. D.

Qitincy, Illinois.

News and Miscellany.

The Medico-Forensic Society of New York.

On Wednesday evening, Jan. 20th, a number

of physicians and lawyers assembled at the resi-

dence of Dr. W. S. Wright, No. 42 Charlton

street, and organized a new society, to be known
as the "Medico-Forensic Society of New York."

A constitution and by-laws were adopted, and

the following-named officers elected for the ensu-

ing year: President, John Beach, M D.; First

Vice-President, W. B. Putney; Second Vice-

President, Wm. Gibson
;
Recording Secretary,

W. J. Wright, M. D.; Corresponding Secretary,

C. C. Terry, M. I).; Treasurer, Charles K. Brid-

don. The object of the Society is to familiarize

physicians and lawyers with medical jurispru-

dence, and to practically apply it by holding

mock courts and regularly trying cases. The

object of the Society is a good one, and deserves

the attention of both professions. The nights of

meeting are the first and third Wednesdays of

each month.

A somewhat similar society was formed in

New York some years ago. What has become

of that?

Opium Poisoning.

Dr. J. S. Boyd relates in the British Medical

Journal a ease of a man who attempted to com-

mit suicide by swallowing two ounces oflaudanum

at 1 A. M. After waiting 20 minutes and not

perceiving any effect from it he cut his throat,

but not deeply enough to cause death. Assist-

ance was rendered and the wound was dressed.

The opium, however, was left in the stomach.

At 9 P. M. the attendants noticed him become

drowsy. A physician was summoned, who recog-

nized the symptoms of the poison, and used

energetic means to combat them, but he died at

4 A. M. next morning. The following deduc-

tions are offered :

1. The case would tend to overthrow the

general opinion that the effects of opium must
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show themselves within an hour after administra-

tion.

2. Death was protracted for a longer period

than in any other case I have seen recorded.

3. The case affords room for inquiry in

regard to the effect of shock postponing the

action of the poison.

Commodore Meade, whose name was un-

happily prominent some time since in relation to

some family troubles, has suffered a stroke of

paralysis, and his family have been sent for in

haste, with the gravest anticipations. While
this event will be much regretted by the friends

of the family, it will effect much in explaining

the cause of those events that lately distressed

his friends.

Army and Navy News.

Army Changes.

The following changes since October 1, 1868,

have taken place in the U. S. Army Medical Staff

Promoted.—Assistant Surgeon P. C. Davis, to

be Surgeon, to date October 17, 1868, vice B.

Eandall, retired.

Assistant Surgeon James F. Weeds, to be Sur-

geon, to date October 27, 1868, vice L. H. Holden,

retired.

Appointed.—Frederick W. Elbreg, Augustus
W. Wiggin, Washington Mathews. William K.

Steinmetz, John D. Hall, Curtis E. Munn, Ezra
Woodruff. Philip F. Harvey, William H. King,
Stevens Q. Cowdry, John M. Dickson, Charles

B. Byrne, Frank Reynolds, and Clarence Ewen,
to be Assistant Surgeons, to date Nov. 16, 1868.

Retired.—Surgeon Burton Randall, Brevet

Lieutenant-Colonel, October, 17, 1868.

Surgeon L. H. Holden, Brevet Lieutenant-

Colonel, October 27, 1868.

Resigned.—Assistant Surgeon J. N. Randall,
to date October 17, 1868.

Navy News.
List of changes, etc., in the Medical Corps of

the Navy, from the week ending Jan. 23, 1869.

Surgeon W. K. Scofield, detached from the
Naval Rendezvous, Boston, and placed on wait-

ing orders.

Surgeon T. M. Potter, and Passed-Assistant
Surgeon J. B. Parker, detached from Naval Ren-
dezvous, New York, and placed on waiting orders.

Surgeon J. Beale, and Passed-Assistant Sur-

geon E. B. Bingham, detached from Naval Ren-
dezvous, Philadelphia, and placed on waiting

orders.

[Notices inverted in this column gratis- and ore solicited,
from all varts of the country,- Obituary Notices and Resolu-
tions of Societies at ten cents per line, ten words to the line.]

MARRIED.

Grumbinr—Braver —De> 26th, 1368, by Rev. J. Grine,
E. Grumbino, M. D.. and Miss Annie E , daughter of D.
H. Beaver. M.D., all of Fredericksburg, Lebanon county,
Pennsylvania.

Woolston—Haines.—At the La Pierre House, Phila-
delphia, Jan. 14th, by the Rev. Mil'er Jone.s Dr. B. B.
"Woolston and Rachel I., only daughter of Joshua S.
Haines, all of Marlton, N. J.

DIED.

Barnaby.—On the 5th inst., at, Key We^t. Florida, J. B.
Barnaby, M. D., late of Allegheny City, aged 43 year-.

Gray—Jan. 21, at the residence of her son-in-law,
Wellington Lee, Mr?. Amy W. Gray, widow of the late
Dr. P. W. Gray, of tlmira, N. Y.
Hopkins.—In this city, Jan. 23d. Susan Barton, relict

of the late Samuel C. Hopkins, M. D., in the 81st year of
her age.

Howard.—At Warrensburgh. N. T., Jan. 3d, of con-
sumption, Mrs Ann Rebpoca Howard, wife of Dr. E. W.
Howard, in the 52d year of her age.

Dr.

WORDS OF CHEER.

W. B. B., Pennsylvania, says :

" Your Pocket Becord came to hand promptly, and is

the best I have evpr seen, and an improvement on its two
iredecessors of 1867 and '68."

Dr. N H. 0., New York City, says

:

The Reporter " is alwavs a welcome visitor, and T can
assure you that I have derived no little practical benefit
from a careful perusal of its richly-freighted pages."

Dr. N K^f., Ohio, says

:

"I am vdBrmuch obliged to you for sending the Pocket
Record soTSromntly. and permit me to say that it is the
nicest thing that I have seen of the k ;nd. and I have used
them all at different times. I also admire the Reporter
and Compendium, and cannot do without them."

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

4®= On the 11th inst. we received a letter without sig-
nature, post-marked Springfield, 111., containing money.
Will the sender please give us his name, and inform us
the amount inclosed, and for what it was intended?"
Dr. R. S. W., of Pa.—We suggest that you use a strong

solution of carbolic ^cid in thecaseof uterine troubleyou
describe. It has effected great results in ulceration of
the os, etc. The forceps were sent you.

Dr J. C, of 0.—"Dr. A. was visiting a parent daily;
the friends of the patient, without the knowledge of Dr.
A., called in Dr. B., who took charge of the case without
seeing or consulting Dr. A. Was he right in doing so?
In the above case I took the position that uider no cir-
cumstances could he be justified in doing so. Was I
right ?" If Dr. B. knew that Dr. A. was in regular and
daily attendance, he was not justified in taking the pa-
tient without seeing him or sending him some word.

METEOROLOGY.

January, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17.

Wind

Weather-...^

N. E.
Rain.

N. W.
Cl'dy-

N.W.
Clear-

W.
Clear-

S.W.
Cl'dy.
Rain.

N.
Clear-

N.W.
Clear-

Depth Rain-- lin. 4-10

Thermometer.
Minimum
At 8, A. M
At 12, M
At 3, P. M

24°

32
34
36
31.50

28°

48
35
36
34.25

21°

30
36
35
30.50

20°

32
35
40
31.75

21c

38
40
"2
35.25

21°

36
38
39
33.50

2(P

28
37
38
30.75

Barometer.
At 12, M 29.9 29.7 30.1 30. 29.6 29.9 30.

Germantown, Pa. B. J. Leedom.



HEGEMAN'S GENUINE COD-LXVEB OIL.
Our Cod-Liver Uii is w&rrauted pure Newfoundland Oil. It has stood the test of twenty years' experience, and

C»n be relied on in every particu ar. Its superiority over that prepared on our own seashore is shown by the numer-
ous cures performed by it when the inferior oils had been tried without effect- We make no claim to any secret
mode of concentration or cold pressing, but warrant it pure Oi. Morrhua of the U. S. P.

The most perfect Iron Tonic.

Hegeman's Ferrated Elixir of Bark, or Elixir of Galisaya Bark with Pyrophosphate
of Iron.

The FERRATED ELIXIR OF BARK is a pleasant cordial, possessing the valuable properties of Galisaya
Bark, deprived of its tannin and coloring matter, and contains eigne grains^f the Pyrophosphate op Iron in each
fluid ounce; and in all cases where a mild and efficacious Iron Tonic is desired, will be found a most valuable pre-
paration. As a preventive to fever and ague, and as a tonic for patients recovering from fever or other sickness, it

cannot be surpassed.
Directions.—For an adult, a dessertspoonful to a table3poonful may be taken three times a day, before meals.

Children in proportion to their age.

Hegeman's Cordial Elixir of Calisaya Bark, (Peruvian Bark.)
The CALISAYA (or " King's Bark,") is the most valuable of the numerous varieties of the Peruvian Bark, and in

the Elixir is combined with other ingredients that increase its efficacy, and at the same time overcome the intensity
of its bitterness, rendering it a most agreeable cordial.

For persons living in Fever and Ague Districts, it will be found invaluable as a preventive—half a wine glass
taken night and morning, rendering the system much less subject to the unhealthy influence of the atmosphere.

Tne above preparations are sold by Druggists throughout the United States.
Samples of the above preparations will befurnished on application,

575—600-eow.
HEGEMAN & 00., Chemists and Druggists, New York.

Particular attention is called to

the improved artificial Legs and

Afms; apparatus for Resection

shortened legs, ununited fracture

apparatus for the variations of

D.W.KOLBE
AfAA/i/FACrU/?£/?or

Club-foot, bow-legs, knock-knees

weak ankle ; spinal supporter

apparatus for disease and injuries

of hip-joints.

No. 15 SOUTH NINTH STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA,
BRANCH OFFICE

:

CORNER OF FOURTH AND POPLAR STREETS, MACON, GA„

CREW'S
PREPARED SINAPISM,

OR SPREAD MUSTARD PLASTER,
Wanted to preserve unimpaired its strength
in any climate equally with the ground

Mustard.

The attention of Physicians, the Drug Tradf, and the
public generally, is respectfully ctlled to the above I

specialty, designed to meet a want which is believed to
jHave been long ielt among the appliances of the sick I

room, viz
. An easy and expeditious method of obtaining i

the remedial effects of mustard, without resorting to the
i

ordinary crude and troublesome mustard poultice, with
its attendant discomforts.
Put up h andsomely in boxes of one dozen each, in three

!

different sizes. Price 75, 87, and 1.00 per dozen.
Prepared only by B. J. CREW, Rear of No. 133 North I

Third Street. 583-634
i

SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS, APPARATUS, Etc,

J. H. QEMRIG,

109 South Eighth Street, Philadelphia,

MANUFACTURER OP SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS,
Apparatus for Defjrmities, Splints, Bandages, etc., etc.,

in every variety.

Atomizers, Wales' Endoscope, Trusses, Ophthalmoscopes.
Laryngoscopes, of all kinds.

All goods warranted of the finest quality.

Refers to—

THE PROFESSORS IN THE MEDICAL COLLEGES
OF PHILADELPHIA, and to the profession gen-
erally.

592-643.



BR. L. A. BABCOCK'S

UTERINE SUPPORTER,
FOR THE RADICAL CURE OF

PROLAPSUS, RETROVERSION & ANTEVERSION.

This instrument, just invented and brought into use by
Dr. Babco'CK.is on i,he practical principle of direct sap-

port from an established base. It is the most simple and
practical of all instruments now in use, and acts without

pressure or irritation to any internal organ ; made of pu e

silver, finely polished, with no joints-, or rough or uneven
surface to cause irritation, and so light that it is worn
with perfect ease* and gives instant and permai.e_it re-

lief.

Any physician wishing a sample, can have one sent by
express to his address, by ordering from the inventor and
patentee; (who will furnish one at the actual cost to man*
ui'acture, as a Specimen Sample.) Pamphlets sent free te

any address.
LELAND A. BATJCOCK.

Freeport, T ; Iioois.
P. 0. Drawer No. 20. 604-655.

ELECTRICITY
can be produced in difiereat

\;y ' "V^s^ qualities; a fact admi'to-I by

the leading scientific men, and it is exemplified iu Dr.

Jkromr Kidder's LATEST IMPROVED

ELECTRQ-fflEOICfiL APPARATUS.
I'he genuine bears the Patent Labels of 1860 and 1S66 on

the machine itsslf.—Used in the Hospitals, and adopted

as the best by the Medical Profession*

Adrfress DR. JEROME KIDDER,
§92—643 544 Broadway, New York.

DETROIT MEDICAL COLLEGE,
AT JJETJIOIT, MICHIGAN.

FACULTY.
K W. JENK8. M*D. (President), Obstetrics and Diseases

of Vv omen a-d Children.

T. A. McGRAW, M. D. (Sec'y), Principles and Practice
of surgery and Clinical Surgery.

G. P. ANDREWS, M.D., Principles and Practice of
Medicine and Microscopy.

8. P. ' UFFIELD, Ph*DM M.D., Chemistry aid Toxi-
cology.

0. B GILBERT, M. D., Materia Medica and Thera-
peutics.

V/. H. LVTHROP, M.D., Physiology and General Pa-
thology*

*T F. NOYE8, M, D., Ophthalmology,
Nv W. WEBBER, M.D., General and Descrip.ive Anat

oiay.
J. M. BfGELOW, M.D , Medical Botany.
Pv P. GILM aRTI^ M.D., \djunct Professor of Obste

rics and Lecturer on MedicalJunsprudence*
H. 0. WALKER, M-.D., Demonstrator of Anatomy.

THIS BE&ULA.R TERM
Will commence on Tuesday, February 2d, and continue
until Juno 5th. The fee- for the regular course ar8 as
f Hows: Lecture fees, $50; Matriculation lee> 16; Dis
seeing Ticket, $5; Hospital Tickets (for one year)* $S;
Graduation fee, $25.

THE PRELIMINARY TERM
Will begin on Tuesday. November 3d, and continue until
the commencement of the regular term. This course will
be principally clinical. A fee of $15 will be charged for
this course, but will be credited to the student on the
payment of the fees of the regular term.
For further particular?, apply to

TflEO A. McGRAW, M.D., Secretary,
$?7-622» 401 Jefferson Avenue.

SWEET QUININE.
Dr. Bullock's preparation entitled cwef.t Out^ne in

made from the b^st Peruvian Bark, and has as posit ;re
and reliable tonic and ant i periodic power as the common
bitter quinine. Unlike the la^te-, however, it has.no bit-

terness, but a sweer. taste inste <d. This ImPorta.vt Ad-
vantage cons'itutes its superiority for use by a'l—adulte
or children—who object to the nauseous bitterness of

common Quinine.

Sweet Quinine is not offered as a mbziittife for com-
mon, bitter Quinine, but to rep'ace its use, representing

it thoroughly, and maybe trusted in the most important

and ohstinate ca*es.

Sweet Quinine is to be u^ed in all vn+erupHent or

other disease? requiring Quinine or Peruvian Bark.

Sold in Bottles containing One Ounce.

Prices will always be at least ten per cent, less than

common Quinine.

SVAPNIA,
OR

Dr. Bigeiow's Purified Opium.

Svapnia is a new and desirable form nf Onivrn. pur"fied

from all inert matter, ^ucb as, vegetable fibre, etc., and

j
with the Papaverine, Thebaine, and Narcotine of the

drug removed entirely.

It represents the Anodyne and Soporific properties of

Opium completely, whereas morphia is but one of them.

Tho alkaloids Morphia, Narceia, and Codeia, in this puri*

fied Op'um, are in the combinations existing naturally

in the drug.

It is made by assay; hence its uniformity is as great as

that of Morphia, a very great advantage over crudt

Op'um.
It is solid and permanent, in scales like Citrate of Iron,

can be readily po^de^ed, or solved in cold water. Pa-

tients will bear th e Stiapnia who cannot tolerate Opium

or Morphia. Its effects are more soothing and hypnotie

than either.

Those compelled to use Opium habitually> will find this

mu"h preferable to crude Opium.

Medium dose, for an aduit, one grain.

Sold in Ounce and Half-Ounce Battles.

Price Will always be three-fourths les3 than that of Mor-

phia.

Trial Parcels, to the value of Fifty Cents and One Dol-

lar, will be sent upon the receipt of price, by mail, (post-

paid) to those Physicians or others Wishing to test Sweet

Quinine or Purified Opium.

Reference, by pe?m : ssion, is made to Zina Pitcher>

M.D., late President National Medical Association}

Prof. S. G. Armor, Long Island Med. College? Prof. E.

W. Jenks, Detroit Med. College; Prof. H. W. Lyster, Uni-

versity of Michigan, and others.

The title of Purified Opium, Svapnia, Cfrom the San-

scrit, signifying sleep,) and of Sweet Quinine are copy-

righted as Trade-Marks.

The above Preparations Manufactured only by

FESDSRIOK STEARNS,
Chemist, Detroit

For sate by Druggists generally. At wholesale, at man-
facturer's prices, by Charles Ellis, Son & Co., French,

Richards & Co., Philadelphia; Schieffelin Bros. & Co.,

New York; F. E. Suire & Co., Cincinnati; Richardson A
Co., St. Louis; Burnham & Van Schaack, Chicago,

Agents in Philadelphia, Wm, R. Warner & Co., 154 X,

Third Street 614—eow—665
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WINTER, IN FLORIDA—FOR CONSUMP-
TIVES.

By Robert F. Speir, M. D ,

Of Brooklyn, N. Y.

While there is no longer a doubt, or want of

proof, of a successful treatment of phthisis pul-

monalis, there is a doubt of the climatic influences

—all things considered—best suited to phthisis

cases.

From the general confusion and diversity of

opinion existing in the minds of so many patients

who appeal to their medical advisers to know
where to go for the winter, and for the informa-

tion of those who cannot spare the time to in-

vestigate for themselves, I offer for the readers

of the Reporter the "notes" prepared after care-

ful and protracted observation during an experi-

mental tour through the South in search of the

locality for persons requiring a change of climate

for the winter.

When it is known that as many as twenty

thousand northern invalids passed through Rich-

mond, Charleston, and Savannah, last winter in

search of health, it will be seen at once that this

is a question of careful consideration.

Whether these thousands who endure all the

discomforts and privations incident thereto real-

ized the improvement so anxiously sought, or

can the expenditure of money, time, patience,

and strength be saved, with a prospect of renewal

of health without going South ?

I I do not wish to offer any advice to the readers

1
of the Reporter, and desire not to be misunder-

stood, but would, in as few words as possible,

I

present the following facts, which I do not

remember ever to have seen presented for the con-

sideration of those northern consumptives who
are about wintering in Florida. I hope to pre-

sent the facts only, that your readers can decide

the question understanding^ for themselves.

Very few physicians have had the time or

opportunity to inform themselves of the advan-

tages of climatic influences on phthisical persons,

and notwithstanding the fact that the physician

may have the interest of his patient ever so

much at heart, and wishes to do his duty con-

scientiously, never having seen the country, he

cannot be a competent judge of the consequences

to the patient he orders "down South," which

means no particular place.

We think of no more distressing state to

witness than that of these poor consumptives,

far away from home in their apparently hopeless

condition, and hurried along by the advance of

this terrible disease, with every symptom point-

ing unmistakably to the lungs as the seat of the

difficulty. They only reach their destination and

die.

The sufferings of these unfortunate people, as

you find them in the South—in winter—cannot

well be imagined. Sent from home without suita-

ble comforts provided, their condition impress

one painfully, and, if you, from any principal of

humanity, offer a word of warning and suggest

that no time be lost, or exertion spared to save

them from a fatal termination of this disease,

yet, so flattering and insidious is the advance of

phthisis that your anxious warning may be

received without attention.

It is useless to remonstrate, or to attempt to

rescue such deluded people, and you find them

from Richmond to New Orleans in hundreds

during the winter, all from the northern States,

in search of a warmer climate, expecting to live

on air and regain their health. Now, while we

admit that such cases must excite our sympathy

for the unfortunate stranger we meet, with the

evident symptoms of serious lung disease, yet

you cannot arouse thera to the necessity for

awaking to their danger, and their need to apply,

with the utmost promptitude, all the ability they

can command to make a vigorous prosecution of

this "war" in their "battle for life."

Although my experiments and inquiries in

the South were not made with reference to the

strong and healthy, but entirely with an eye to

the interest of the suffering consumptive, yet

those who so boastfully enjoy the blessing of

101
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health may well consider what is said. Many
who now " enjoy bad health" were not always

ill, and those travellers who now so freely join in

the pell-mell rush for steamboat, stage, hotel-

register and sleeping-car may, in a few short

months, be on the sick list, needing sympathy

and encouragement.

In this paper I wish to consider only fche

advantages and disadvantages of wintering in

the South. Many there are who go South for

amusement; leaving home in perfect health, and

who readily find comforts and accommodations

which to the person with consumption would be

distressing and dangerous.

A winter in a mountain district at a mean

temperature of 60° is more exhilarating and en-

couraging than many consumptives suppose.

The influence of such air and such a climate on

a person with weak lungs is marked, and the

improvement rapid and often lasting, provided

only the invalid can secure proper diet, com-

fortable sleeping apartments, and equable sur-

roundings. The exercise in the open air—riding,

driving, fishing—in the winter months, is invig-

orating and desirable if the necessary comforts

are to be obtained. The consumptive must have

a regular, systematic, and nutritious diet. To

"be successfully treated, phthisical persons must

feel that they are fighting for existence. We
must have a rousing, restoring, heroic treatment.

This general breaking-down must be provided

for and stopped. The removal of all the causes

and conditions unfavorable to a healthy develop-

ment of all the organs must be insisted on. A
consumptive must not cease to "push things"

till the dreaded disease shows signs of yielding.

From the difficulty of receiving supplies from the

North in good order in Florida, the regulation of

the diet—an essential point—cannot be attended

to at the hotels in the interior, now the winter

resorts of the army of northern invalids. Con-

sumptive people may be improved by the " hog

and hominy" diet, but I have not happened to

fall in with any who looked as if they had been

"improved." Florida does not produce good

"beef, mutton, or milk. Let us look at this sub-

ject as a serious matter for the man who must

leave his home and friends to struggle for life

against the ravages of this disease.

And we have nothing for the interest and

success of- the hotel adventurers who "run" their

hotels as if their guests had no rights which

hotel men were hound to respect, and who are

so regardless of the comfort of those, unfortu-

nately sick, thrown in their way,—being indiffer-

ent to everything but the art of packing the

greatest number of invalids in the smallest space

»

at four dollars per day. This packing system is

pushed with systematic vigor, and for beds, it were

easier to stand up and sleep ! And these stupid,

deluded people who are so simple as to imagine

that they are well provided for, and being cured

of consumption at a Florida hotel, only excite

my pity. The climate in winter in Florida is

most delightful, with sunshine and without frost,

but to obtain anything more than the most

simple food and miserable accommodations—in

the present state of things—is next to impossible.

The hotels must depend for their uncertain

supplies upon steamers from the North. A
person in fine health can enjoy the winter and

live well in Florida, shooting and fishing; but

the invalid, accustomed to the delicacies and

comforts at home, cannot get food of a sufficiently

nutritive, palatable, and supporting character.

Such art'cles as fine fresh butter, rich cream, fat

beef and lamb,—animal food—which is of the

greatest consequences and which the consump-

tive must have if he would improve his unhappy

condition, he cannot get. Parties who go to

Florida with the hope of buying the delicacies

they must have, will find greenbacks not sufficient

inducement topersuade the Freedmen toshoot and

fish for them. While the rivers and lakes of the

St. John are alive with fish in shoals, jumping in

every direction, and easily taken, if you ask a

man to fish for you, he will probably tell you,

"No use gwyne to dat riber, 'cause de gud durn

fish don't bite, sho' as you live, boss." The
innocent delight of the Florida darkey is to sleep,

eat bacon, and keep "shady" when he can ; so

the invalid from the North must paddle his own
canoe, and hunt and fish for himself.

St. Augustine, on the shore of Matanzas Sound,

is protected from the sea by the island of Anas-

tasia, has a very mild climate, and more to re-

commend it as a resort for consumptive persons

than any other spot in Florida. The sea breeze

is very bracing and refreshing. There you do

not suffer from the lassitude and general debility

so common to persons of weak lungs.

St. Augustine is the oldest settled place in the

United States. Three hundred years ago, Mh-
nendez massacred the Huguenots cast ashore

here. The old friend and companion of Colum-

bus was the first to visit this coast, as early as

1513. He named it Florida, from the number of

flowers he saw. In 1665, the place was sacked

and plundered by Capt. Davis, an English pirate.

As early as 1640, there was a population of two

thousand persons. In 1821, Gen. Jackson forced

the Spanish standard to be lowered to the stars
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and stripes, after a Spanish rule of two hundred

and fifty years. It was in this region that Gen.

Jackson, anticipating trouble with the Spanish,

marched his men seven hundred miles in seven-

teen days. Gov. Grant was the first English

governor of Florida; Gen. Jackson was the first

United States military governor. In about 1690,

a Spanish captain brought; to St. Augustine a

parcel of Spanish negroes to work his planta-

tion—hence the inauguration of slavery there.

The streets of St. Augustine, in the time of the

Spanish rule, were in good order, but they are

now badly cut up; and being only nine feet wide,

without sidewalks, are dirty and dusty, with

shifting sand. The houses are, many of them,

two stories high, with piazza fronting each, open-

ing on the second floor. The plan reminds one

of some of the oldest portions of Quebec.

Very few of the old Spanish stock are now
found here, but you detect in the bright eye,

elastic step, and raven locks of some of the la-

dies, the evidence of the old Spanish blood.

The luxuriance of the growth, and the fresh-

ness of the out door creeping vines, roses, and

shrubs, add materially to the appearance of the

houses.

The town is less than ten feet above the sea,

and the Government constructed a great sea wall

to protect it from the sea, which was from 1837

to 1848 in building. This wall makes a grand

promenade, and the United States band from the

Barracks, playing daily in the Plaza, affords

about the only entertainment of the place.

Oranges are very plenty and luscious. One

cannot conceive of the life and freshness of the

golden fruit plucked direct from the tree, as they

hang in clusters. A healthy orange tree of twenty

years' growth, will yield from five to ten thou-

sand oranges yearly. Such trees are not unlike

our full grown apple trees, but much more com-

pact. Previous to 1835, when this place was

visited by severe frost, the income from oranges

exceeded seventy-five thousand dollars yearly.

If parties who go to St. Augustine in search

of health, can secure a cottage and supply their

own table, or can obtain board in one of three or

four private boarding houses, they will be sure

to enjoy the most lovely winter climate, with

fruit and vegetables all winter. Several estima-

ble, educated ladies are keeping boarders here,

but unfortunately, are always full; in fact, their

rooms are engaged from year to year, in advance.

The uninitiated stranger who arrives here to

remain during the winter, must go to the hotels,

which are little better than those at other Florida

winter resorts, and conducted by persons entirely

ignorant of the wants and necessities of northern

consumptives. You meet with persons who are

satisfied, perhaps well pleased with Florida ho-

tels, but they are either sadly uninformed of the

attention and comforts required by the sick, or

have the constitutional vigor necessary to with-

stand the effects of the penetrating trichinae, and

can masticate raw-done flesh without fear of these

little parasites.

For those who can be located properly here for

the winter, and who are recommended sea air

with mild climate, I think there i3 no place in

our country equal to St. Augustine. One curious

objection is the difficulty of reaching St. Augus-

tine, and the uncertainty of getting away again:

After touching a steamboat landing called Pico-

lata, with a small one-story building for a stage

station, you find, often, the seats in the stage for

St. Augustine all engaged; and the poor, pale,

colorless sufferer is left by the steamer on the

dock, ready to fall from exhaustion, and fainting

for breath, and is told that he must remain in

this station building, as the only shelter, the re-

mainder of the day and night; with a fair chance

for spending the night on the bare floor, as the

writer had the " pleasure" of doing on going to

and returning from St. Augustine.

The stronger passengers will always find stage

seats, and over-reach the weaker at every turn.

The weakest invalid must submit to all sorts of

extortion, imposition, and impudence. The man-

ner in which northerners, far advanced in con-

sumption, and almost helpless, submit to be

packed into these stages is marvellous. After

the night at Picolata Station, you rise from an

unrefreshing rest, and, with a scanty meal, pre-

pare for a stage-ride of eighteen miles through

sand a foot deep, for St. Augustine. If it were

possible to know when the sick man would reach

Picolata landing, by all means get word to St.

Augustine for a special conveyance to meet him

at the boat. A very kind and sympathizing

lady, in charge of the station, is wearing herself

out to oblige the sick who must wait for the next

stage; does all she can with the very limited

means furnished by the stage company. But

her efforts are unavailing for the cemfort of her

guests, and it were far better to have a convey-

ance ready to take you across to St. Augustine

direct. It is to be hoped the irrepressible Yan-

kee will soon open steam communication to St.

Augustine, by changing the entrance to the har-

bor, where the water, now only nine feet on the

the bar at low water, preventing the approach of

able steamers, will be altered so as to admit

large steamers. When this is accomplished, we
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shall have easy and regular access between Sa-

vannah and St. Augustine. At a landing far up

iho river St. John, called Enterprise, another

winter resort, southeast from St. Augustine,

where the river boat touches, you are as far

south as northern invalids think of going for

the winter. A single house, owned by the steam-

boat captain, is all the provision made to re-

ceive the worn-out, half-starved consumptive.

This hotel in winter is always full of northern-

ers, sent down here to die and be wrapped up

and buried in the shifting sand. It is impossi-

ble to imagine the melancholy air, haggard, suf-

fering, wasted form, sparkling eye, and sunken

cheek of the poor creatures found here, bathed

in perspiration from weakness and the heat of

the sun, shining in all his glory upon sand as

white as snow, blinding one and making exer-

cise impossible. In this region are the most

magnificent orange groves in the world. In the

midst of a grove here, is a most remarkable

spring, very deep, cold, and thoroughly impreg-

nated with sulphur. The climate here, at En-

terprise, Indian River, and Key "West, is more

mild than at any other locality within the limits

of the United States. In this latitude bananas,

figs, cocoanuts, coffee, olives, lemons, and ginger,

may be cultivated. Noble live-oak, magnolia,

and pine trees make up the dense forest. I could

recommend this region for sports who are afrer

large game. Bear, deer, panther, and wildcat

abound in the forest. There is no other place

where you can kill a breakfast of deer at easier

rifle-shot, without leaving your camp. The as-

tonished deer will walk directly over your camp-

ing-place. The weather is so mild, that the only

shelter required, if you wish to lodge out of

doors, is the simple rubber blanket, or you can

suspend yourself, with comfort, on a hammock,
As the mosquitoes never get their wings touched

with frost, they are healthy and very trouble-

some late in the season. But if you can keep

the moccasin snake from under your blanket,

you will fare well, and have all the game you
desire. As 1 am only interested in the question

of climatic influence in the treatment of pulmo-

nary consumption, I will leave it to others to de-

scribe the wonderful, picturesque scenery. The
palm and palmetto tree, the hundreds of alliga*

tors basking in the sun, wild geese, turkeys,

ducks, and the scream of the bird of Washington
(our imperial eagle)—all these combine to make
the St. John's river, with its banks lined with

orange groves, and immense trees covered with

moss hanging from their branches, a scene of

unusual interest.

At another landing on the river, called Green

Cove Springs, the winter season is most delight-

ful. At this place there is one hotel and several

excellent private families who take boarders, but

the climate is too hot and debilitating There u
regular communication here by steamer from

Jacksonville. The sulphur springs here are

much resorted to by persons suffering from

rheumatism and dyspepsia, who think they get

benefited. At this resort you experience the

same difficulty as elsewhere in Florida, the seri-

ous want of ice, good water, milk, and suitable

diet. Pilatka, on the St. John's, a hundred
miles from Jacksonville, has a beautiful situa-

tion. There are a number of houses here, and

stores with a large supply of northern goods, a

drug store and a hotel. The wants of the inva-

lid are not better supplied than at the hotels

down the river. The writer was struck with the

opportunity offered, and the wisdom and propriety

of persons suffering from pulmonary consump-
tion to organize and leave home in a company,
with nurses, servants, and a good supply of com-

forts and conveniences, and locate here for the

winter, having temporary cottages shipped and

put up, ready to receive the party. In this way
a supply of medicines, canned meats, ice, and

luxuries could be had. Tomatoes, green peas,

cucumbers, and Irish potatoes can be grown as

early as March, and lettuce and radishes every

month.

At Fernandina and Hibernia, on the river, the

heavy dews at night and the intense heat of the

day are not favorable for persons with weak
lungs.

Jacksonville, also on the St. John, is the largest

town in Florida. Much better accommodations

can be had here than at any other place on the

river. There is daily communication, by rail

and boat, with Savannah. Jacksonville is des-

tined to be a great business centre. Ocean ves-

sels of a thousand tons can come up to the town.

The advantages for market gardening, and th«

opportunities for shipping will make this a very

busy place. The climate is balmy. The houses

are small, but comfortable. All the best dwell-

ings are occupied by New Englanders. The fa-

cilities for reaching here by sleeping cars from

Savannah are complete, and the invalid who
wishes a temporary trial of the air of Florida

will find Jacksonville very readily reached,

either by rail or boat from Savannah.

To go to St. Augustine, one has a choice of

route. Persons who do not suffer from sea-sick-

ness, will find the steamers leaving New York
for Savannah three times a week, the most de-
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sirable conveyance. Invalids who prefer the

inland route to Florida, will find the most

safe and easy route the one from New York to

Philadelphia, ninety miles by rail, occupying

the sleeping car, and remaining one day in Phila-

delphia for rest. Then from Philadelphia to

"Washington by rail, one hundred and thirty-six

miles, stopping once, at Baltimore, for rest.

Then from Washington to Richmond, one hun-

dred and thirty miles by rail. Then from Rich-

mond to Augusta, Georgia, by rail; and again

rail to Savannah and Jacksonville. Then de-

scend the St. John's river to any of the landings

on the river. Another route is to take ocean

steamer to Charleston, and from Charleston take

the '? inside " steamer to Savannah, and from

Savannah by rail to Jacksonville, so down the

river.

After leaving Florida, as the great winter

resort of northern invalids, to find, in South

Carolina, about one hundred miles from Charles-

ton, the village of Aiken, a place having many
special advantages of climate to recommend this

section as peculiarly suited to cases of pulmonary

disease. The climate here corresponds with that

of the south, of France. To reach this place

from Charleston by rail, you pass through horri-

ble, low, swampy land, full of venemous serpents

and insects. The country rises gradually till

you reach Aiken, six hundred feet above the

level of the sea. This place is remarkably free

from the fever and miasma of the marshy country

below. The air is tonic, and easily breathed.

This whole region is covered with magnificent

pines, and the air permeated, with pitch pine per-

fume. For miles around a beautiful, wild, healthy

country of hill and dale meet the eye.

Aiken has four churches, a number of well-

stocked country stores, several pleasant private

boarding houses, a post office, three physicians,

and a railroad depot.

The people are highly educated, sociable and

obliging. Northern people are treated with

civility.

In the interior, some of the inhabitants con-

eider a northern man their declared enemy, and

have no confidence in him ; but all want quiet,

and an opportunity to begin life anew.

The writer rode from seven to ten miles daily,

scanning the country to test the climate, and he

does not remember to have received an unkind

word, but on the contrary found every one com-

municative and agreeable.

The soil of this region is, much of it, unsuited

for agricultural pursuits, but on the edges it is

fertile and well-adapted to the culture of the

grape and other fruit. The land is offered by
the owners at a ridiculously low price. Several

fine farms of vineyard culture owned by parties

here, are for sale very low. Aiken is seldom

visited by the frost, snow, cold rain and sleet so

much dreaded by the consumptive. The walks are

always dry afew hours after a rain, making exer-

cise safe and profitable. There is a large hotel at

this place, conducted by Mr. Henry Smyser, who,

with his estimable wife, exerts himself to make
his guests comfortable. The sleeping apartments

are roomy, each with a large fire place for pine-

wood fire, furnishing pleasant retreat for the

rainy days. Aiken being only twelve miles from

Augusta, Georgia, all extras and delicacies can

be ordered twice a day from that if desirable.

As a winter home for northern invalids, Aiken

undoubtedly offers more inducements than any

other locality in the south. The thermometer

seldom falling lower than 32° during the winter

months. In December 1867, from the 25th to the

28th, the highest temperature was 85° and the

lowest 75°. In January 1863, from the 2d, to the

10th the highest was 75°, the lowest 40°. From
the 20th of January to the 30th, the highest was
58° and the lowest 48°.

Aiken being easy of access, having a regular

daily mail, opportunities for getting horses and

carriages, good water, good society, fresh coun-

try air, with a clear sky, and magnificent

scenery, making this region very desirable as a

winter residence. The air is peculiarly dry and

tonic. Exercise on horseback, so attractive and

healthful, can be enjoyed without fatigue. The

air is well suited to the promotion and enjoyment

of regular exercise; and those who can walk,

find the exercise not at all wearisome, bringing

out the delightful glow of renewed health and

rousing the dormant energy of all the organs.

Of course prudence must be exercised in walk-

ing, invalids should indulge moderately and not

go in " training" for a walkist. Aiken has some

objections as a resort for consumptives. At

times the changes of temperature are sudden,

sharp and serious, sending *• all hands" flying

to their quarters. There is a scarcity of good

beef, the cattle are turned out to roam at will to

gain scanty subsistence from the leaves of the

pine forests. Such provender will not make

good milk, and it is better to hire a cow or a

goat, and keep it well fed to furnish you milk

and cream. A good goat will give as much milk

as a cow,—as the cows are very miserable speci-

mens, very small and duly equalled, in starved

appearance, by the swine of the country.

Parties who wish to club together and live
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apart from the hotels can rent a house, or secure

good rooms for the winter at very reasonable

rent, furnishing their table with daily supplies

from Augusta. In selecting a room at the hotels

choose one on the second floor with open fire

place, where the sun will shine directly on the

windows
; and where you will at all times be

surrounded with a free circulation of air. After

a winter judiciously spent here, with unremitting

attention to their instructions, I see no reason

why consumptives should not return home pre-

senting signs of improvement.

Tallahasse, Florida, is two hundred and ten

miles from St. Augustine. To winter here, from

sufficient reasons, is not worth the trial. Savan-

nah, Georgia, for the winter is not at all desirable.

The sudden changes, poor water, and the fogs

from the old rice fields had better be avoided by

Northern consumptives. Augusta (Georgia) is

much to be preferred. Being a handsome thriv-

ing place, very like a northern city, and has

many inducements to offer the invalid to winter

there. The changes of temperature are sudden,

however.

Charleston, South Carolina, with its elegant

houses, streets lined with ornamental tree, fine

gardens and profusion of shrubbery and climbiDg

vines, covering the neatly painted piazzas, give

the city a warm, cheerful look. Charleston will

suit a class of consumptives who wish to be

in easy communication with the North.

GRANULAR DISEASE OF THE LITER,
AND OLD VALVULAR DISEASE OF THE
HEART; SUDDEN DEATH FROM HEART
CLOT.

By A. P. Dutcher, M. D
,

Of Cleveland, Ohio.

April 18, 1868. Called this day to attend Mr.

, aged 56. Merchant by occupation
\ of the

nervo-bilious temperament; height five feet eight

inches; weight in health 145 pounds; has no
hereditary proclivity to any disease; parents

both lived to old age. Has had a very active,

laborious life, and has enjoyed remarkably good
health, with the exception of a few attacks of

intermittent fever, which he had when a young
man, and acute rheumatism eight years since.

Has always been fond of good living, and at

times indulged too freely in the use of ardent
spirits. By industry and economy has accumu-
lated considerable wealth, and is well situated to

enjoy it, if he only had health; this has been
gradually failing him for the last six months,

during which time he has been attended by three

physicians, and taken much medicine, without

any special benefit. To-day he is feeling badly,

and begins to think that he has not Ions; to live,

unless he can speedily find some relief for his

accumulating ills.

Present Condition. Pulse, in the recumbent

posture, 78 per minute, rather strong and inter-

mitting; respiration 25 per minute; tongue cov-

ered with a thick yellow fur; skin hot and dry

during the day, at night bathed with profuse

perspiration; has been annoyed with this for

months; bowels always costive; urine normal in

quantity, highly covered with purpurine, specific

gravity 1030; heat and nitric acid show no

albumen, and mfter standing for twelve hours, it

exhibits under the microscope the following:

epithelium from the bladder, a large number of

spindal shaped crystals of uric acid, and globu-

lar crystals of tyrosine. Microscopical exami-

nation of the blood revealed a marked increase

of the white corpuscles. The feet and legs were

cedematous; the abdomen gave evidence of con-

taining a considerable accumulation of fluid in

the peritoneum ; the superficial veins of the ab-

domen were enlarged on the right side; there

was tenderness on pressure al! over the epigastric

region; on the right side, just beneath the costal

parietes, the sharp edge of an indurated liver

was clearly defined.

On inspection, the chest was well formed; no

inequality could be detected in the respiratory

movements of either side; they were, however,

more intercostal than natural. On percussion

there was slight dulness over the base of both

lungs. On auscultation, the respiratory mur-

murs were distinct, and the general character of

the breathing more bronchial than usual ; sonor-

ous rhonchi was heard in the larger bronchi, and

loud bellows murmur in the cardiac region, just

over the third intercostal space, near the ster-

num. The heart's force is strong, and its rhythm

perverted.

He has a slight cough, and occasionally ex-

pectorates glairy mucus, streaked with blood
;

complains of dyspnoea; is annoyed with flatu-

lence, and a sense of great tightness in the

stomach; has a good appetite, and would like to

indulge it, if it were not for the suffering incur-

red; sleeps well at night, and would be refreshed

by it, if it were not for the profuse perspira-

tion. He is considerably emaciated; countenance

rather sallow, with slight jaundiced tint of the

conjunctivae; the lower extremities are cov-

ered with numerous small purpuric spots. His

strength has quite failed him during the last
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three weeks; he is nervous, exceedingly anxious,

and the general expression of his countenance is

that of one suffering with serious organic dis-

Diagnosis. This appeared to be clear. Old

valvular disease of the heart from rheumatic

endo-carditis, and granular disease of the liver

from the use of alcoholic stimulants.*

Prognosis. This was not promising. The

patient's vital powers were giving way under the

mutations of his complicated disorders. Nothing

was promised but a mitigation of his more press-

ing symptoms. Granular disease of the liver

always proves fatal, if it is not arrested in the

first stage; here it has unquestionably attained

the second, or incurable stage.

Treatment. The principal indications ap-

peared to be two; sustain the vital powers, and

remove the dropsical effusions. Iron, quinia, and

gentian, were prescribed for the first, and the

following for the latter:

R. Tinct. colocvnth,

Tinct. digitalis, aa f.^ss.

Aquae font., f.^iijss. M.
Sig. A teaspoonful three times a day.

Further History of the Case. Ten days of

the above treatment arrested the night sweats,

diminished the dropsical effusions, improved his

digestion, and increased his strength. He had
but little dyspnoea, or tightness in the epigas-

tric region. His mind became more cheerful,

and he spent four or five hours a day at his

store. But this taxed his strength too much,

and making very little further improvement

under my treatment, he concluded to relinquish

the cares of business, and take a trip to St. Paul,

Minnesota.

He left his home on the 7th of June; endured

the journey well. For some days he appeared

to be improving, when all at once his dropsical

troubles became so annoying, that he was com-

pelled to call in a physician, who, from a very

superficial examination of his case, assured him
that his kidneys were the chief organs diseased,

and if he could get them to act properly, he

would soon be better. He prescribed the most

stimulating diuretics without avail; indeed, his

* The term cirrhosis, as applied to this disease of the
liver, we consider as a misnomer. It does not express
the pathological condition of the organ at all. It simply
states its color, and nothing more. Cirrhosis is the Greek
(*'§§3?) f°r yellow, and may with equal propriety be ap-
plied to several other diseases of the liver, where the
color of the organ is more yellow than in this; we have
marked examples of this in acute atrophy of the liver
and syphilitic hepatitis.

symptoms became so alarming, that his medical

attendant ordered him home.

He returned on the evening of the 2d of July,

and I was sent for the next morning. His gen-

eral symptoms were about the same as they were

at the time he went away, with the exception of

the dropsy; this had increased greatly. The
limbs and abdomen were enormously swollen

;

the abdomen, in particular, appeared to be so

full of fluid, that it could contain no more. As
his kidneys had always failed to respond to stim-

ulating diuretics, I saw no way of mitigating

the latter difficulty but by paracentesis, or the

administration of hydragogue cathartics. Aa
the patient stoutly objected to the former, the

latter was employed according to the following

formula:
«

R. Mass. pill hyd., gr. v.

Pulv. digitalis,

Pulv. scillse,

Pulv. gainbog., aa gr. x. M.
Ft. in pill no. x.

Sig. One pill every six hours.

Three of these pills produced copious evacua-

tions of water from the bowels, and materially

increased the urinary secretion. This diminished

the swelling in the abdomen and limbs very

much. He could now breathe better, take more

nutriment, and expressed himself as feeling very

comfortable. The pills were continued at longer

intervals, and two grains of quinia were ordered

every six hours.

At this period of his illness, by special re-

quest of the patient, Prof. G. C. E. Weber met

me in consultation, and after a protracted and

minute examination of the case, coincided with

me as to diagnosis and treatment.

For several days the patient appeared to be

gradually improving, when new symptoms de-

veloped themselves, of a more formidable and

fatal disorder

—

heart-clot. This terminated hia

existence on the morning of the 13th.

Autopsy, sixteen hours after death, conducted

by Dr. D. B. Smith, assisted by Prof. Weber
and myself.

Body considerably emaciated.

Chest contained about one quart of straw-

colored serous fluid.

Lungs congested, but in other respects healthy.

Bronchial mucous membrane very red through-

out, otherwise normal.

Pericardium much thicker than usual, and

contained nearly four ounces of clear serous

fluid.

Heart slightly enlarged, the left cavities being

the parts principally affected. The three orders



io8 COMMUNICATIONS. [Vol. XX-

of carneae columnae were indurated and thick-

ened. The mitral valves were thickened, and

one of them very much ossified. The left auri-

cle was slightly dilated, and its lining membrane

thickened ; the opening forming the pulmonary

vein was enlarged. The lining membrane of the

ventricle was opaque, thickened, and indurated.

The mitral orifice was contracted. The aortic

valves were normal. A fibrinous clot of consid-

erable magnitude occupied the left ventricle, ex-

tending far up into the aorta. The formation of

this clot was the immediate cause of death. The

anatomical lesions just described were of long

standing, dating back to the acute rheumatic

attack. The muscular structure of the heart

presented no evidence of recent disease.

Abdomen contained about two quarts of a faint-

ish-red serous fluid; the peritoneum looked a lit-

tle congested, but in other respects normal.

Stomach rather larger than usual; mucous

membrane healthy; muscular coat somewhat

thickened ; vascular coat very clearly defined, as

it always is in individuals who have been ad-

dicted to the habitual use of alcoholic stimu-

lants. Intestines normal.

Spleen somewhat enlarged and indurated, ex-

hibiting marks of antecedent inflammatory action.

Kidneys perfectly healthy.

Bladder healthy.

Liver. This presented all the pathological

characteristics of granular or ''hobnail" liver.

It was slightly diminished in size, much paler

in color than usual, its surface contracted and

puckered, forming globules that resemble the

head of the hob-nail. They were of various

sizes, and appeared to be composed of the paren-

chymatous substance of the liver, encapsulated

by a firm membrane, which extended through-

out the whole, rendering it exceedingly dense

and firm.

A microscopical examination of this membrane
showed it to be fibroid, an epigenesis of inflam-

mation. Such being its pathological nature, one

can see clearly how it produces those alterations

in the configuration of this organ that constitute

bo marked a feature of this malady. Inflamma-

tion being excited in the inter-lobular spaces,

lymph is exuded; but owing to some cause it is

not absorbed, and the result is the construction

of the new membrane just named, which, obey-

ing one of the laws that belong to structures of

this class (fibrous tissue), while going through

the process of formation, contract, and thus draw
together the parenchyma at certain points, and
produce the globular or nobulated condition that

we define granular disease of the liver.

But in this case the contraction was not con-

fined to the parenchymatous substance alone; it

extended to other structures. The bloodvessels

that supply the lobules were also affected. The

membrane which naturally surrounds them in

health, was morbidly thickened and contracted,

no doubt exerting such pressure upon them as to

obstruct the free passage of the blood. Henoe

portal congestion, serous effusion in the perito-

neal cavity and extremities, with all their se-

quence, that proved so painful and annoying to

our patient, and at one time so seriously threat-

ened his life.

General Remarks. During the last three

years I have met with five cases of granular dis-

ease of the liver similar to the one just de-

scribed. In all of these there was co-existing

disease of the heart. All had suffered with acute

rheumatism, and all had been intemperate in the

use of alcoholic stimulants. To what extent this

disease prevails among inebriates, in the present

state of our knowledge, it is impossible to tell.

One thing, however, is pretty certain, the disor-

der is seldom met with in individuals who are

abstemious in their habits, and ignore the use of

all intoxicating drinks. This has been clearly

shown by a few statistics, that have recently been

published in the London Lancet. In one table

twenty cases of this disease are reported, and out

of this number seventeen were habitual topers,

and it was not atogether certain whether the

three remaining were free from the ignoble

habit. If this table be correct, we may say

positively, that this disorder is confined exclu-

sively to those who are inebriates.

But thousands drink ardent spirits who never

suffer from granular disease of the liver. How
do you account for this? Simply upon the mode

in which they are drank. Take for example

whisky, the most common article of this class,

let it be drank neat, or with very little water,

upon an empty stomach, the injury inflicted is

tenfold greater, than where it is taken largely

diluted. The reason for this is obvious. When
swallowed in this manner it is speedily absorbed,

and carried at once into the liver, where it

excites a slow progressing inflammation in the

inter-lobular spaces, which results in the forma-

tion of the fibroid membrane just described, and

all the various phenomena so characteristic of

this disease in its second or last stage. This

was the mode in which our patient commonly

drank it, and fifteen of those cases referred to in

the above table.

How long an individual may abuse his liver in

this way, without fatal injury, is not positively
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known. In most instances the progress of the

disease is very slow, and its symptoms very

obscure, particularly in the first stage, that is

before the destruction of the minute branches of

the portal vein, which is usually evinced by the

nobulated surface of the liver, dropsical effusions

in the peritoneal cavity, enlargement of the su-

perficial veins of the abdomen, and frequently

co-existing enlargement of the spleen. In the

case of my patient, I am well satisfied, that this

disease had been gradually undermining his

health for some years, and with his known

habits, it is a little derogatory to the diagnostic

skill of his former physicians that they never

discovered it. Indeed, even after I had assured

him most positively, that his liver was more at

fault than his heart, one of them spent some

time in trying to convince him that it was per-

fectly sound. Three months before my first

visit, the symptoms of granular disease of the

liver were as pronounced as on that day, and

how any scientific physician could have treated

him from day to day and not detected it, I can

only attribute to 'downright stupidity or care-

lessness.

What influence the co-existing heart disorder

had in causing the liver trouble and his death,

is a question on which opposite opinions might

be entertained. I believe it had but little to do

with either. If the liver had maintained its

integrity, he might have lived for years with his

crippled heart. I am acquainted with a number
of individuals in this city, who are apparently in

the enjoyment of good health, and some of them

are engaged in active and laborious pursuits,

whose hearts are in no better condition than our

patient's was at the time of his death. All the

lesions of this organ, discovered at the autopsy,

were old, dating back no doubt to his acute

rheumatic attack. I do not believe that the

cardiac disease and the liver disorder had any

pathological connection, their existence was

merely a coincidence. When granular disease

of the liver occurs as the result of cardiac trou-

ble, it is of a very different form, and could not

be mistaken by any enlightened pathologist for

the one now under notice. The chief lesions in

this instance are found in the capillaries of the

j

hepatic veins on the surrounding secret'ng cells,

I

and not in the inter-lobular spaces. These

cells become shriveled, so that portions of the

lobules sink down, while the portions occupied by
the portal vein project as fine granules, present-

ing an appearance quite different from the nobu-

lated liver of the inebriate.

In reflecting over the management of this case

after it came under my care, I feel confident that

no special benefit was derived from any medical

treatment after the second week. It is true, the

annoying night-sweats were arrested, there was
a marked diminution of the dropsical collection

of the limbs and peritoneum, and considerable

improvement in strengh, but in other particulars

there was nothing flattering. His trip to Minne-

sota, and the medical treatment he received

while there, I shall ever regard as a great mis-

take. The discontinuation of all tonic medicines,

and the administration of powerful stimulating

diuretics, in the condition the patient then was,

could only add to his troubles. Paracentesis

or the employment of hydragogue cathartics in

connection with the tonics, would have been

much better practice. In all cases of this malady

where the peritoneum is tensely distended by

serous effusions, I have never found much benefit

from the administration of diuretics alone. After

parencentesis, or the evacuation of the fluid by
way of the intestinal mucous membrane, they

do much better. I believe the rule so generally

adopted by many practitioners of delaying the-

operation of tapping until the last moment, is

to say the least of it, exceedingly questionable.

My experience teaches me that it should be re-

sorted to much earlier than it usually is. I have

the history of three cases of this disease, where

there was progressing serous effusion in the peri-

toneum, which were greatly mitigated by an

early operation, and the subsequent use of tonics

and non-stimulating diuretics. In two of the

patients there was considerable albumen in the

urine before the tapping, but speedily disappeared

afterwards. In all of these cases this treatment

so restrained the dropsical effusion, that subse-

quently it never became troublesome.

The Insane.

The report of the Superintendent of the Mis-

souri State Lunatic Asylum shows the institution

to be doing a most excellent work. The total

number of patients during the past two years is

565 ; number discharged during the same time,

305. The expenditures of the Asylum for two
years were $151,834, and the receipts were
$153,372. The cost of maintenance of each pa-

tient was $3 52 per week, which is stated to be

$1 72 less than the average, and forty-two cents

lower than the cheapest asylum in the United

States. It is also stated that the colored insane

are rapidly increasing, there being about one to

every 1,000 of the colored people. Special legis-

lation for their benefit is recommended.
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Hospital Reports.

Pennsylvania Hospital, )

Pbilada., Nov. 7, 1868. \

Clinic of J. M. Da Costa, M. D.

Reported by Dr. Napheys.

Kidney Complication in Intermittent Fever.

Catherine S. This patient was admitted to

the hospital four or five days ago, on account of

intermittent fever, quotidian type, from which

she had suffered for a week prior to admission.

There was nothing peculiar about the case as

regards the intermittent fever, which was treated

in the ordinary way with quinine, twelve grains

a day ; for the last two days she has had no chill.

The patient has a markedly malarial face, the

skin is sallow, slightly yellow, the eye of pearly

hue, and there is an expression of depression

about the countenance which is very character-

istic.

The peculiarity of the case lies in the kidney

complication, which consists in the presence of

renal epithelium in the urine. Sp. gr. 1029

no albumen, sugar nor casts. The kidney is

shedding epithelium, a disordered aotion not

unlike what is met with in other blood affections

in scarlet fever for instance. In scarlatina, how
ever, albumen and tube casts are generally pres

ent, which is here not the case.

This shedding of renal epithelium going on

during convalescence from malarial fever would

seem to have some connection with the malarial

poison. The examination of the urine will be

continued to ascertain whether the desquamation

ceases completely with the cessation of the

malarial disease.

The patient was placed on the tincture of the

chloride of iron, twenty minims ter die, and the

quinine reduced to eight grains a day.

Effects of Heat-Stroke.

Charles R. has been in the hospital some time

He is a laborer of healthy family, with no history

whatever of any constitutional taint. Durin

August last he was very much exposed to th

heat of the sun. Although not rendered insen

sible, he was made very giddy and ill by th

exposure, and obliged to give up work. This

form of heat-stroke is quite as severe in its con

sequences as that in which the person is ren

dered perfectly insensible. He has not been th

same man since its occurrence, but has suffered

from vertigo, unsteadiness in his gait, and trem

bling. The trembling is more particularly pro

duced when any motion is attempted. It is con

fined to the arms and legs, never affecting the

face. When he was admitted it was painful to

witness the tremulous action of the muscles of the

extremities when he attempted to move or walk.

His case is now very much what it was on admis-

sion, excepting that it is far less marked-, the

trembling is not nearly so great, the vertigo is

not so severe, and he walks better.

What has been the matter with this man? He
is laboring under the direct effects of sunstroke.

The symptoms still present are caused by the

depression of the nervous system and the altered

state of the blood that heat has produced. It

is not a case of softening of the brain ; the his-

tory is against that supposition. Moreover, al-

though a certain amount of tremor happens in

some cases of softening, want of power of the

muscles is a much more prominent symptom, and

this man has no want of power. He has a well

developed biceps muscle, and there is no evidence

anywhere of any distinct weakening of the mus-

cular apparatus. There is also an absence of

headache. Having thus excluded softening, it

necessary to examine into the cardiac phe-

nomena, for it will happen in rare cases, where

disease of the heart exists, that portions of the

fibrinous, or even of the so-called bony concre-

tions on a valve, are washed into the circulation,

and that marked tremor, with vertigo, occurs as

a consequence. So well known is this fact, that

some of the very ablest pathologists now believe

that in chorea and in the various forms of par-

sis agitans, which bears a still closer like-

ness to the disease presented by this patient,

there is a plugging of the smaller cerebral ante-

ries with emboli. Therefore, it is always im-

portant in a case of tremor, particularly when it

appears to have come on suddenly, to examine

into the condition of the heart, to see whether

there is reason to suspect embolism. In this

case there is no disease of the heart present.

Again, certain forms of tremor are produced by

working in mercury, by the excessive use of to-

bacco, and by excessive venery. The history in

this instance at once sets aside any such causes,

A perfectly healthy man, working as a laborer,

is exposed to the sun, becomes giddy, and has

been giddy and trembling ever since. There is

no evidence of there having been any cachexia.

His occupation is not one which exposes him to

any poison, and there is every reason to believe

his habits are very exemplary. There is only

one other affection to be considered, and that is

locomotor ataxia. The uncertainty of gait which

this patient presented at one time, might lead to

the supposition that it was a case of locomotor
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ataxia. But this man has never presented the

least evidence of a want of the power of coordi-

nating his movements. Moreover, trembling is

very rare in locomotor ataxia; it is the excep-

tion, not the rule. And that disease is almost

always limited to the lower extremities; here the

tipper and lower are affected alike. In the vast

majority of cases of locomotor ataxia there is im-

pairment of sensibility, the patient does not feel

the ground he treads on. There is no such im-

pairment, of sensation in this case, and there is

also an absence of the sharp pains which belong

to that diseass. He never suffers pain, not even

in his head; he feels inconvenience from the ver-

tigo, but that is all. Thus, then, the case is

shown by exclusion to be one of tremor from
heat stroke, with consequent alteration of the

blood. The brain is probably the portion of the

nervous system at fault, and judging from clini-

cal evidence, it is in the corpus striatum that the

circulation has become more particularly disor-

dered.

"With this view of the case the man ought to

improve on nervous tonics, phosphorus, nitrate

of silver, and cod-liver oil. Moreover, on ao°

count of the vertigo, derivatives acting on the

bowels, and counter-irritants at the back of the

neck ought to be used. This treatment has been

followed, and the result proves its correctness.

He at one time took iron, which was exchanged

to nitrate of silver, and now, because of the

danger of discoloration from the continued use

of the nitrate, he is taking, instead, oxide of sil-

ver, one-half a grain ter die. He is also taking a

tablespoonful of cod-liver oil three times a day.

He has good nourishing food. Occasionally he

takes a seidlitz powder, or a dose of cream of

tartar, and has a blister applied to the back of

the neck.

Editorial Department.

Periscope.

Pharmacology of the Alkaloids of Cinchona.

By Dr. "W. Bernatzek Translated from the German by

Dr. M. Pflatjm.

Most of the salts of the alkaloids of cinchona,

which are in use, especially the neutral ones,

are not soluble enough for hypodermic injections.

The salts of all the different bases are rendered

soluble by the addition of muriatic acid better

than by any other acid; it changes greater quan-

tities of the neutral salts into acid ones than

even sulphuric acid. For instance, if to ten grains

quin. sulph. be added 7 gr. acid, hydroch. di). (ph.

austr.) and thirteen grs. water, a solution is

formed in the proportion of 1-2, In order to try

the practical application of the different prepara-

tions, the writer made several experiments with

dogs, injecting differently strong saturated solu-

tions, with the intention to learn whether the

local phenomena, which so frequently occurs, are

a result of the chemical constitution of the alka-

loids, or of the quantity of the alkaloid applied,

or of the surplus of the acid used for the solu-

tion of the alkaloid. The results of these expe-

riments are as follows:

1st. Neutral lotions of the salts of quinine

and quinidine even weakly concentrated are

more apt to produce inflammation and suppura-

tion on the place of the injection, than the acid

ones.

2d. The quantity of the alkaloid, no matter

which preparation be used, decides the degree of

the effect on the whole system. The physiological

action of both of the alkaloids was the same, only

the quinidine seemed to be a little more effectual

as 100 milligrams* to one kilogram,f bodily
weight caused the death of the animal, whereas

110 milligram quinine to one kilogram only pro-

duced a very violent intoxication. Vomiting

occurred frequently after the injection of both of

them, and always when the dose reached fifty

milligrams to one kilogram body weight; it

seemed to have a beneficial influence on the

course of the poisoning, though there could not

be found a trace of the alkaloid in the sputa,

Just of the same result were the experiments

with quinoidin salts, of which the quinoidin

muriat. is preferable to all the others on account

of the great quantity of the alkaloid contained

in it and its constability. The fatal dose seemed

almost exactly 120 milligrams to a dog weighing

one kilogram.

Finally, the writer tried cinchona, the result

of which is that its action is much weaker than

that of the above-named salts. It proved to be

fatal when the dose reached 150 millograms to a

dog of one kilogram; the course of the following

phenomena was much slower, and vomiting

occurred only once, and that in a very small

degree, the local reaction was insignificant. The
different physiological action of cinchona from

quinine and its isomerics seems to be caused by
their different solubility, the former being not

soluble at all in cold water, only very little in

hot water, (2500 parts) and not rendered more

* 1 milligram is equal to 0.154 grs. Troy weight. Transl.

t 1 kilogram is equal to 2.67951 pounds Troy weight.

Transl.
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soluble by the addition of volatile alkali, whereas

freshly precipitated quinine is soluble in 350

parts of water, and in still less after the addition

of volatile alkali.

As the writer, according to the above, had not

found any essential difference between the phy-

siological action of quinine and quinoidin, he

furnished physicians in Vienna pure salts of the

latter alkaloid, to try their effect on intermittent

fever patients. In thirteen such cases, a single

dose of twelve grains of the muriate, acetate or

citrate of quinoidin was sufficient to prevent

further attacks or to abort them; in the four-

teenth case the medicine could not be borne. On

the other hand such favorable results did not

appear in those cases in which Dr. Loebl tried

the salt; he found that the muriate of quinoidin

is about a third part weaker than the sulphate of

quinine. The transition of the quinoidin into

the urine was demonstrated twice. The subcuta-

neous application of quinoidin was of no satisfac-

tory result, although the fever was decidedly in-

fluenced, for it produced too violent inflammation

and even gangrene on the place of the injection.

At the clinic of Professors Duchek and Braun

in Vienna, the carbolate of quinine was tried in

cases of puerperal and typhus fever
;

it seemed to

act beneficially on most of the symptoms. As

sometimes the pills, in which form it was admin,

istered, came off unchanged, the writer gave for

a trial small wafers saturated in an alcoholic

solution of carbolate of quinine sprinkled with

amylum ; but vomiting occurred after the admin-

istration of the medicine in such a form, probably

caused by the carbolic acid set free in the

stomach. Quinine as well as carbolic acid were

found in the urine.

Calomel.

Dr. M. G. Potter read a paper on this subject

before the Buffalo Medical Association, on the

evening of May 5th, 1863, which is reported in

the Buffalo Med. and Surg. Journal of June.

The paper is a very good resume of the present

state of our knowledge, but contains little that

is new, except the suggestion that it would be

possible to settle the question, by examining the

stools chemically, so as to discover whether the

use of calomel increases the amount of sterco-

rine passed, since stercorine being altered cho-

lesterine, the amount of the secretion of the

latter could thus be measured.

Dr. Lotiirop, in reply, denied that the quantity

of stercorine which escaped from the body gave

any absolute measure of the quantity of bile se-

creted, declaring that stercorine is the represen-
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tative of the excrementitious portion, and tha'

there is no reason to believe that the relation be-

tween the amounts of the secretory and excre-

tory portions of the bile is a fixed one.

In the New Orleans Journal of Medicine for

October, Prof. Warren Stone, Jr., gives strong

testimony to the value of calomel, when u<=ed

with judgment. He thinks its first action is

upon the mucous membrane of the bowels, and

that when this is engorged, as in the so-called

bilious attacks, calomel relieves the congestion

by promoting free secretion. The dark " bilious

stools," as they are called, he thinks are com-

posed chiefly of the vitiated secretions of the

mucous membrane, especially of the upper bow-

els.

Reviews and Book Notices.

NOTES ON BOOKS.

Orange Judd & Co., N. Y., send us two beao-

tifully illustrated annuals for 1869. The Ameri-

can Agricultural and the American Horticultural

annuals. They contain, besides an almanac and

calendar, an immense amount and variety of

useful, practical information for the farmer and

gardener. Paper covers 50 cents, cloth 75 cents.

The Hearth and Home is the title of a new

weekly issued in New York, under the auspices

of Pettingilt,, Bates & Co. as publishers, and

Donald G. Mitchell and Harriet Beecheb

Stowe as editors, and Joseph B. Lyman and

Mary E. Dodge as associate-editors. The paper

is intended for the Farm, Garden and Fireside,

and the numbers already issued give promise of

great usefulness. The team is strong and ought

to draw well. If an apology is needed for the

illustration it must be had in the associations.

The Caledonia County, Vermont, Medi-

cal Society met at Barnet on Wednesday, Jan.

13th, and elected the following officers:

President—S. T. Brooks; Vice-President—J*

W. Copeland; Secretary and Treasurer—H. C.

Newell; Executive Committee—C. S. Cahoon,

D. M. Merrill, B. F. Baton.

To remove the bitterness of sulphate of

magnesia, which is the chief drawback of this

useful saline aperient, it suffices, according to

the Bulletin de Therapeidique, to boil a little

coffee in the solution of the sulphate ; the flavor

of the coffee masks that of the medicine. The

flavor of the decoction of senna may be covered

in the same way.
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Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence,

News, etc. etc., of goneral medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

^* To insure publication, articles must be practical,

brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

We particularly value tbe practical experience of coun-
try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfully belongs to the profession.

CONCERNING HERESY.
Our editorial a few weeks since on "The Mic-

rocosm and the Macrocosm," has brought down

upon us the theological thunderbolts of a reli-

gious paper in this city. Now in our innocence

we thought we were assisting orthodoxy, by

showing that the materialism of the present day

was utterly illogical and self-destructive as a

philosophical system. That we ourselves should

be charged with holding the very views which in

Togt and Moleschott we were attacking, is a

remarkable indication of the keenness of scent

(and bluntness of intellect?) of heresy-hunters.

The dogmatist may indeed exclaim non tali

auxilio nec defensoribus istis, but he should have

his eyes sufficiently open to tell a friend from a

foe, even though he may appear in what seems

at first a questionable shape.

There are scientific facts, true as any revela-

tion, against which whoever strives does but

dash himself against a wall. The part of wis-

dom is to accept them, and fearlessly to see how
they square with religion; full of faith that

whatever is true and real in this will not be even

most remotely touched by any result of science.

The man who has not this much faith, does little

credit to his creed, whether it be contained in

the canons of Trent, the Westminster Catechisms,

or the Thirty-Nine Articles.

[ flgg* Readers of the Reporter are invited to
send us copies of local Newspapers, and similar
publications, from all parts of the country, which
contain matters of interest to the profession. They
will be thankfully received, and acknowledged
under " Communications received"}

AGRICULTURE IN SOME OF ITS MEDICAL
RELATIONS.

In this journal we have repeatedly emphasized

the interest which the various departments of

agricultural enterprise have for the enlightened

physician, and have repeatedly censured as

narrow, short-sighted, and every way unworthy

of broad and liberal professional views, that

species of contempt with which veterinary medi-

cine and surgery are so often treated in this

country.

An apposite document to illustrate further

what we deem the importance to us of these

branches, is the last report of the Commissioner

of Agriculture, the Hon. Horace Capron.

He tells us that in the fiscal year 1867-8 the

prevalence of fatal maladies among all varieties

of farm animals, resulted in the annual loss of

not less than $50,000,000. The past year has

not been one of peculiar misfortune in this

respect, except in the dissemination of the splenic

fever, commuuicated by Texas cattle; yet horses,

mules, sheep, and swine have all suffered from

the local prevalence of malignant forms of disease

against which little veterinary skill is opposed^

and little more than empiricism and supersti-

tious folly is practised. A disease may suddenly

decimate the cattle or horses of a neighborhood,

the only popular knowledge of which is the

statement that it is a murrain or distemper. A
disease exists locally in several of the Southern

States, by which the total loss of a plantation's

stock of horses and mules not unfrequently

occurs, with scarcely an effort or hope for a cure.

The annual losses in swine cannot be less than

$10,000,000 or $15,000,000, by the disease com-

monly known as " hog cholera," for which no

remedy has been found ; and prevention has

proved difficult and uncertain.

On the breaking out of the splenic fever at the

halting places of Texas cattle during the past

summer, Mr. Capron commissioned Professor

John Gamgee, of the Albert Veterinary College

of London, to investigate its character and causes

and the means for its prevention. The labor was

undertaken at once in several western States,

including the Texas cattle stations of western

Kansas. Post-mortem examinations, not only of

diseased native stock, but of the cattle from

Texas, were repeatedly made, and their results

carefully recorded, all tending to connect the

migrating herds of the Gulf coast unmistakably

with the existence and spread of the disease.

The report of this investigation, enriched with

valuable material collected by the statistical

division of this Department for a history of the
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outbreak, will be presented to Congress at an

early day, together with a statement of the pre-

vious history of this disease in this country, and

chromo-lithographs of internal organs of animals

dying from the disease.

Now we perfectly well know that many dis-

eases of cattle, as of men, have their origin and

distribution in the unnatural and unhealthy con-

ditions of their growth and management, natu-

rally resulting from what is termed our civiliza-

tion. These diseases belong to the class of ail-

ments which are preventible. Their causes are

known, and means of prevention are at our dis-

posal; and if an enlightened state of public

opinion leads to the formation of societies for the

prevention of cruelty to animals, a higher appre-

ciation of the dependence of domestic animals

upon us, not only for food but for care and pro-

tection from disease, should lead to the formation

of establishments for the study of cattle in health

and disease, and the training of a class of practi-

tioners who would bring the highest medical

skill to the treatment of our domestic animals.

If motives of humanity should fail to influence,

self-interest, in view of the annual losses of mil-

lions of dollars in valuable property, should be a

potential inducement to prompt action in this

direction. The formation of veterinary colleges

—not for the treatment of animals, but for the

education of a class of practitioners of skill and

science, who might become beacons, warning the

proprietors of stock of the approach of disease,

and pointing out the means of prevention—is re-

commended in warm terms.

Another interesting point in the Report is the

introduction of the cinchona plant.

It is proposed to propagate, cultivate, and dis-

tribute it among agriculturists. European gov-

ernments, possessing intertropical colonies, have

already taken the lead in the introduction and

acclimatization of medicinal plants within their

own limits. Mr. Capron calls attention to the

necessity which has arisen within the last few

years for the initiation of prompt measures by

the government to obviate the results of the ex-

tinction of the cinchona forests on the Andes,

which is caused by the negligence of the govern-

ments of Peru, Ecuador, and more northern

Andean states. The experiments of England,

Holland, and other countries, have shown how
readily new plantations of cinchona trees may
be established in suitable localities, how rapidly

the species becomes acclimated, and how early

it yields satisfactory returns, and how easily such

enterprises are popularized and rendered profita-

ble. The supply of quinine has become a neces-

sity of existence, not merely as a cure, but as a

prophylactic agent. During the late war many
thousand lives were saved by its use alone. In

view of the approaching extinction of the cin-

chona species, he recommends that an appropria-

tion be made by Congress to introduce it, and to

propagate and establish a cinchona plantation

under the care of the Department. The atten-

tion of the public was called to this subject in

the annual report for 1866, and the present is a

fitting time for carrying into effect the plan there

recommended.

THE CINCINNATI HOSPITAL.
Early in the present month (January), an event

of medical interest occurred at Cincinnati. It

was the opening of the new hospital there. It

cost nearly a million dollars, and is perhaps the

very finest hospital building in the New World.

It stands upon a large plat of ground that ex-

tends north and south along Central Avenue and

Plum streets, (its western and eastern lines,) 448

feet, and 340 feet upon Twelfth and Ann streets,

(its southern and northern boundaries.) It stands

entirely separated from other property, thereby

giving it an advantageous situation, where light

and ventilation, the two chief points, can be ob-

tained from every quarter. Along its eastern

boundary, Plum street, a few feet from the hos-

pital sidewalk, runs the Miami canal.

The building itself was planned by Mr. N. C.

Nash. It is a sort of hollow block or square, in

the centre of which has been placed a large

fountain, which, during the hot days of summer,

will gently throw out many trickling streams of

fresh, cool water, moistening the atmosphere, and

refreshing the shrubs and flowers.

It consists of eight almost wholly disconnected

buildings, and has the appearance of one large

and massive structure. The central portion and

main entrance are situated on Twelfrh street,

about midway between Central Avenue and

Plum street, and is termed the Administrative

Department. The dimensions of this portion of

the establishment are as follows : Seventy-five

feet wide by fifty feet deep, supporting a main

entrance, with a spacious hall directly through

the middle. Upon the first floor of this block

the Superintendent and family have their apart-

ments, which will be comfortably fitted up; and

appropriate departments, such as an apothecary

room and dispensary, pathological museum, re-

ception rooms, and a library for the resident

physician, are arranged.

The basement has convenient rooms for stor-

age purposes, and for the examination of drugs,
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There is also a laboratory, laundry, and drying

chamber, bathing-rooms, cellars, and other places

of a similar character, besides the dining-rooms

for the family and officers of the institution.

The second story is devoted to the accommo-

dation of officers for sleeping-rooms, and a few

private wards are on this floor, for patients who

wish to have extra care, and are able to pay for it.

The third story contains a large room that is

intended for the operating lecture-room, with

seats for the accommodation of some seven hun-

dred and fifty students. The light for this room

is derived from a large skylight, and from a

number of large windows at the end and along

each side of the room. In addition to this lec-

ture-room, there are apartments expressly adapt-

ed for patients, both before and after operation,

rooms for operators and their instruments, lava

tory, and bath-room. There is also a lift com-

munication with each of the lower stories.

There are six wards or pavilions of three sto-

ries high. There is also a post mortem room, a

mortuary, kitchen, bakery, engine room, porters'

lodge and servant's hall, and dormitories, in this

portion of the building.

The different structures are connected by cor-

ridors, that are intended to be thrown open dur-

ing the summer to obtain a free circulation of

pure air, and to be closed during the winter.

The establishment throughout is heated by

steam. In the wards, coils of pipe are placed

in heated air-chambers, and in the halls and

basement a direct radiation procured from steam

tables.

The walls of the entire building are composed

of brick, with sandstone finishing around the

doors and windows. The upper stories, all the

way around, are finished in the latest French

style, with Mansard roof of slate of variegated

colors.

In fact, both for elegance, convenience, and

judicious hygienic arrangement, it were hard to

point to the superior of this hospital.

THE CASE OP DR. WARING.
Dr. James Waring, of Savannah, Ga., has,

we understand, brought suit before the coming

term of the Superior Court of Chatham county,

against the Georgia Medical Society, incorpora-

ted in 1804 by a public law for exclusively hu-

manitarian and scientific purposes. The allega-

tion is his expulsion, by secret ballot, for his

politics. The matter will be brought before the

American Medical Association, which meets on

the first Tuesday in May next, at New Orleans.

The specifications for which he was expelled

2

were, that he, in August last, "did become the

surety on the bond of one Richard W. White, a

person of color, now under indictment before the

grand jury for larceny, elected Clerk of the Su-

perior Court of Chatham county, in opposition

to the wishes of the entire respectable commu-
nity, thereby facilitating the qualification for

office of said disreputable person, and causing

the removal of a responsible and respectable

citizen;" that he, at the same time, "did volunta-

rily become surety on the bonds of Henry Broom,

Josiah Grant, David Delgour, and Wm. Mitchell,

persons of color, charged with inciting a riot and

threatening the life of an old and unoffending

citizen, thus upholding persons whose seditious

character endangers the peace of this commu-
nity."

It is impossible for us, with the limited^ infor-

mation at our command, to form any opinions in

this case. We do not believe that for a mere

divergence in political opinions only, the State

Medical Society of Georgia would expel a mem-
ber. Respect for its own reputation would pre-

vent this, and for those traditions of liberal views

and free discussion which it has always main-

tained.

We hope that the proper steps will be taken

to put the transaction in its true light.

THE NEXT MEETING of THE AMERICAN
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

We hope that the approaching meeting of the

American Med. Association will be fully attended

by members of the profession from the Northern

States. The season of the year, the conveni-

ence of access to New Orleans by steamboat, and

the well known delightful climate of the lower

Mississippi in the Spring, are inducements which

should alone decide many a hard worked doctor

to take the trip " and so to interpose a little ease."

The expensiveness of the journey will indeed

deter many, and this difficulty, therefore, should

be reduced as much as possible. A steamboat

could undoubtedly be chartered at Cincinnati or

Louisville for the round trip, at a very much
less rate per person than for each to go by the

usual conveyances. While at New Orleans those

who wished could take their meals and sleep on

board.

All those who are desirous of entering into

this arrangement should send their names and

address, and the names of the members of their

families they might wish to accompany them, to

Dr. Wm. B. Atkinson, Permanent Secretary,

No. 1400 Pine Street, Philadelphia, Pa., without

delay. Let as many as can, conclude to go, as
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in this case it is not only the more the merrier,

but also the more the better fare and the lower

price.

It is understood that unless enough names are

received to make this method of taking the

journey the cheapest, it will not be adopted.

Notes and Comments.

Prepaid Postage.

We have succeeded in including the subscrip-

tions received up to January 13th, inclusive, in

the list on which we prepay postage for the

current quarter. Subscribers paying hereafter,

to the 1st of April, will have their postage pre-

paid from the beginning of the second quarter of

the year, except new subscribers, who take all

the numbers from the 1st of January, who will

have their postage prepaid from that date.

We can only prepay postage from the com-

mencement of each quarter.

The Half-Yearly Compendium.

The third number, (Jan. 1869), of the Com-

pendium will soon be sent to subscribers. Head-

ers will find in it a full exposition of Cohnheim's

new pathological theories; a valuable statistical

article on opium poisoning; full and valuable

notes on hypodermic medication, and on medici-

nal inhalations ; also on the action and the-

rapeutic value of bromide of potassium ; and an

article on epilepsy, all collated from various

sources, besides a carefully prepared summary

of the literature of the preceding six months,

in all the departments of medicine and sur-

gery, and the collateral sciences. There is no

other publication in the English language which

is so extended and systematic as this, embrac-

ing the medical literature of all countries and

languages. The Compendium is an original

work, the material carefully selected, and con-

densed for it by a corps of collaborators, who
are well known to the profession—not the appro-

priated labors of British writers. It has been

remarkably well received, both at home and

abroad.

The British Medical Journal, Jan. 9th, says:

"The Half-Yearly Compendium of Medical
Science,—(Philadelphia, S. W. Butler, M. D.;

London, Stevens Bros ), is a retrospect of medi-
ence, which is of the highest interest to British

authors, and we warmly recommend it to them.

It not only contains all that Braithwaite or

Hanking give of British and continental extract,

but it draws largely from native sources, which
are little known and appreciated here."

Wanted-A Professor!

Not long since a card was inserted in our col-

umns calling for a candidate for a Professor's

chair in a Medical Institution in a neighboring

city—with what result we have not been ap-

prised. But professional honors do not often go

a-begging long, albeit they are sometimes costly.

Any competent person desiring a chair of

Physiology in a State Medical Institution in the

West, may hear of something to his advantage

by communicating with us. The compensation

the first year will be small, but the prospects are

good for a prosperous school. We desire letters

from bona jide applicants alone, and those who
can give satisfactory references as to qualifica-

tions. Of course communications will be confi-

dential.

Extract of Fresh Beef.

Our townsman, B. J. Crew, who is favorably

known as a thorough chemist, and whose practi-

cal mind has given the profession such useful

adjuncts as his spread Mustard and Spice plas-

ters, has introduced a preparation recently, that

we doubt not will meet with a cordial reception

from the profession. It is a concentrated Extract

of Beef. Mr. Crew says:

"This preparation represents, in a highly con-

centrated form, the pure juices of the choicest

beef, evaporated in the most approved manner in

vacuo, which enables us to preserve in it the
peculiar aroma of the fresh beef.

"It differs from the usual forms of Extract in

avoiding in its manufacture the use of the gela-

tinous portion of the beef—which add to the

bulk of the Extract, but nothing to its value."

It is put up in two ounce jars, at $1.25, repre-

senting the nutritive qualities only, of about three

and a half pounds of the fibre of fresh beef.

It will be observed that this price is consistent

with the market value of good beef, while some

of the concentrated beef dealers in the market

profess to sell jars at $12 per dozen, guaran-

teeing that each jar shall represent twentypounds

of beef!

Mr. Crew's preparation has every appearance

of being exactly what it professes to be, and we
have no doubt from the character and profes-

sional ability of the manufacturer, that it will

give full satisfaction to those who use or recom-

mend it.

A Criminal at Large.

A correspondent from the West sends us the

circular of a villain at Louisville, Ky., who ad-

vertises an "Intra uterine Magnetic Preventive

of Conception." It is nothing more nor less
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• than a uterine sound, of the ordinary make,

which he sends for the modest price of $25.00,

with fall directions how to use it to produce

abortion. Such a rascal should be summarily

dealt with. Is there no law in Kentucky by

which he can be sent to the penitentiary? Will

not the Medical Society in Louisville act in the

matter?.

We will send his name, address, and a copy of

his infamous circular, to any one who will agree

to act against him.

Mong Shaw Loo.

Mong Shaw Loo, the Burman convert who grad-

uated from the Baptist university at Lewisburg,

Pa., and subsequently took his medical degree

at Cleveland Medical College to qualify himself

for mission-work among his countrymen, recently

visited Mandelay, the capital of Burmah, and

received a very flattering welcome from the king

and court. Valuable offers were made to him to

become physician to the king, on a princely

salary.

Dr. Mong Shaw Loo was for several years a

subscriber to the Reporter while in this country,

and was very anxious to continue receiving it in

India, but found that it was impracticable on

account of the postage, letter postage being

required.

The Siamese Twins.

The history of the Siamese twins, who have

|

long been residents of North Carolina, is well

known in this country. They many years ago

visited this city, with the view of having an

operation performed to sever the connection be-

tween them, but it was advised against. As old

age advances upon them, they naturally feel

greater solicitude on the subject, because in case

of the death of one of them the life of the other

may be involved. They are now in Europe

seeking surgical advice. An English paper

says: "Last week Chang and Eng waited on

Professor Syme, at the University, for this pur-

i]
pose. After a careful examination, Professor

I Syme was strongly of the opinion that such an

operation would prove highly dangerous to their

lives, and accordingly advised that the operation

J
should not be performed. Sir James Y. Simpson,

Bart., also entertained the same view, and the

opinions of the two learned Professors may, we
think, be taken as conclusive evidence on this

hitherto debated point. It is intended, however,

to take the opinion of a Paris Professor on the

subject.'

'

If one of them should die, and the other sur-

vive, an operation with the knife or ecraseur

would of necessity have to be resorted to, and

the result could be no cause of reproach to the

operator, as it would be the only chance of saving

the life of the survivor. The result would solve

the problem whether the operation might or

might not have been safely performed years ago.

We trust that when this trying time arrives, it

will be their good fortune to fall into the hands

of an intelligent practitioner.

Correspondence.

DOMESTIC.

Abortion and Betained Placenta.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter:

Mrs. L. aborted on the 27th of August, 1868,

having been five months pregnant. Her medical

attendant was a German "horoscopist." For a

number of weeks afterward she had frequent

floodings, frequently inducing syncope. During

four weeks of this time, the German doctor was

still in attendance on the case. He was now

dismissed, and an accomplished member of the

regular profession called on to take charge of

the case. He diagnosed a tumor in utero, and

after some six weeks' attendance, and being re-

fused a consultation, abandoned the case. A
"doctor woman" was now called in, who gave

her teas of various kinds for two weeks more.

The case then came under my notice.

Age of patient 35 years; medium height and

spare habit; much emaciated, with entire loss of

appetite; pulse from 100 to 120; tongue furred

heavily; occasional diarrhoea; urine high-colored

and secretion much diminished ; constant fever,

with remissions; irregular chills, with flushing

of cheeks simulating hectic; a profuse and dis-

gustingly offensive vaginal discharge; abdominal

muscles much attenuated, so that I could readily

define size and position of uterus ; sense of ten-

derness, on pressure, over whole extent of ute-

rus ;
size of uterus at least that of a seven months'

pregnancy; fundus projecting above the umbili-

cus; on external pressure, gave sense of solidity;

os swollen and rigid. On this account, I was

not able to explore within the os by the touch.

From the ignoramus employed at the foetal abor-

tion, the floodings, and profuse, offensive, and

long continued vaginal discharge, I suspected a

retained placenta, and adopted a plan of treat-

ment on this theory of the case. It is unneces-

sary to give a long history of daily treatment

I overcame the inflammation, swollen and rigid
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condition of uterus, by a mild mercurial course,

combined with gentle friction, long continued,

to the abdomen, with iodinized camphor lini-

ment I obviated the offensiveness of the vagi-

nal discharge with injections of solution of car-

bolic acid. Procured freedom from pain and

rest at night with anodynes. This plan, with,

of course, variations as required, was continued

for twenty-seven days, when the tumefaction and

rigidity of uterus had subsided, and I extracted

the placenta. I thought it best to keep it as a

specimen, and still have it in my possession.

I detail this case, to show that nature is not

always competent to her own exigencies, and to

put on record another case of long retained pla-

centa. I extracted it on the one hundred and

nineteenth day after abortion. I likewise re-

port the above case as a guide to future diagno-

sis, and as another evidence that post partum
hemorrhage is perhaps generally caused by re-

tention, in whole or in part, of the secundines^

My patient is not only convalescent, but has

charge of her household duties.

L. G. Harley, M. D.

Wooster, Ohio, Jan. 13, 1869.

Eclampsia Gravidarum.

ElDTORS OP THE MEDICAL AND StTRQ. REPORTER '

In the 26th number of the Medical and Sur-
gical Reporter for 1868, I have read with some
interest the report of a case of "Eclampsia Gravi-

darum," occurring in the practice of Dr. Klix-
gelhofeer, which affords very strong negative

proof of the necessity of copious bleeding in like

cases. Permit me to give you the following,

occurring recently in my practice, as an example
of the saving influence of that treatment.

Mrs. C, a young married lady of 25 years,

pregnant with her first child, of medium height,

rather fleshy, and in robust health, was seized on
the morning of January 14th, with convulsions.

Her husband stated she was about seven months
advanced, and had been ailing for several days
previous, complaining of pain'in the back, and
distress at the pit of the stomach. In the morn-
ing previous to the attack, took half a teaspoon-

ful of spirits of camphor to quiet this pain, and
at 10 o'clock in the evening eighteen drops of
laudnum, the camphor failing to give the neces-
sary relief. At 3 o'clock in the morning the
first convulsion occurred, and at half past four I
reached the bouse, and found her just coming out
of her third fit. Pulse 100, and small. Coun-
tenance flushed, and features distorted. Pupils
moderately dilated. Bowels constipated, and
urine suppressed.

I immediately bled her 30 ounces; and an ;the-

convulsion coming on soon after, drew 30 ounces

more; applied ice to the head, mustard cata-

plasms to the calves of the legs and nape of the

neck, and ordered an enema, as follows:

R. 01. ricini, f-o'j-

01. terebinthinae, f.£j.

Aquas fervent., Oiij.

To be administered at once.

After the last bleeding partially regained con-

sciousness, and convulsions ceased for two hours

and a half.

10 o'clock, A. M. Bowels not yet acted upon,

and no discharge whatever from the kidneys.

At the expiration of the above period, bad

another severe spasm. Pulse 100, but fuller. A
vaginal examination reveals the os uteri high up

in the pelvis, and undilatable. No indications

of labor pains. Ordered half a dozen leeches to

the temples, and bled her again 16 ounces,

sprinkling 15 grains of calomel on the surface of

the tongue. Enemas repeated every hour, dis-

pensing with the turpentine.

4 o'clock, P. M. Convulsions have recurred

every 45 minutes since the last bleeding. Pupils

dilated, but sensible. Total insensibility, and

clonic spasms in the interval between the convul-

sions. Bowels beginning to act freely. Intro-

duced catheter, and drew off half a pint of

highly colored urine. Ordered blisters to nape

of neck and calves of legs. Enemas repeated.

5 o'clock and 15 min. Another convulsion,

but less severe. Re-opened vein, and bled her

20 ounces. Bowels acting freely. Pulse 100,

and softer. A digital examination reveals no

change in the os uteri.

7 o'clock, P. M. No convulsions since last

bleeding. Patient partially conscious. Has passed

some water in the bed. Bowels acting freely.

Clonic spasms have ceased.

10 o'clock, P. M. No return of convulsions.

Patient sensible, but uneasy and restless. Pre-

scribed : R. Hyosciami tinct., custen tinct.,

moschi tinct., valerian tinct., aa £ij. Twenty

drops in a little water.

12 o'clock, midnight. Patient perfectly ra-

tional. Has passed about two quarts of highly

colored urine. Pulse 92, and soft. Dressed

blistered surfaces.

6 o'clock, A. M. First labor pain manifested.

Patient sensible and quiet. Bowels and kidneys

have acted freely during the night. Labor pains

recurring every ten minutes, etc.

Suffice it to say, at 6 o'clock and 10 m., P. M.,

the lady gave birth to a dead, seven months'

child, after a perfeotly natural labor of exactly
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twelve hours. Convalescence progressed favora-

bly, and I ceased my visits just twelve days after

the occurrence of the first convulsion.

Here was a case of puerperal convulsions

saved, I firmly believe, by free and repeated

blood-lettings. It is seldom that a practitioner

is called upon to bleed so freely as as was done

in this case. Had I have known the lady's habit

and constitution as well before as since my at-

tendance upon her, I should have bled her at

first from the temporal artery, and to syncope, or

nearly so. I have no doubt, had I done so, the

convulsions would have yielded sooner.

F. E. Martindale, M.D.
Port Richmond, L. Z, Jan. 26, 1869.

Puerperal Convulsions.

Edttors Medical and Surgical Beporter:

In return for the many interesting cases fur-

nished from time to time, I take the liberty of

sending the following, not thinking that there is

anything extraordinary, or of skilful treatment in

it, but simply the facts.

Mrs. P., aet. 23; second confinement; strong,

healthy; a farmer's wife. I was. called at 2 P.

M. Found the patient in convulsions ; she had

had in all about sixteen. Frothing at the mouth,

biting the tongue, face flushed, head hot, pulse

strong, full, and frequent, pupils natural; uncon-

scious the whole time. She had complained of

headache the night previous, and was compelled

to walk about the room.

I examined the os uteri, and found no indica

tion of labor whatever. The first step, venesec-

tion, was performed to the extent of thirty-two

ounces, with no abatement of the convulsions

whatever. Next the head was shaved, and cold

applied, poured upon the nape of the neck, but

no improvement. Next an enema of oleum ri-

cini and tiglii, as it was not certain the bowels

had moved lately. No abatement. Ice applied

constantly in bladder to the head. No appear-

ance of labor still.

Next, chloroform to the extent of two fluid

ounces was administered. Improvement was

soon visible. I thought of applying it to the

spine, but how could it be done under such

strong convulsions. I next tried ether, as the

chloroform was about done, but the convulsions

increased. It was now 6 P. M., and the patient

was evidently sinking. What was to be done?

To attempt to force labor was contrary to author-

ity. Something must be done soon. Having the

chloroform still administered, I found the os a

trifle dilated, but no pains. I dilated it by con-

stant and steady pressure, and after a good deal

of difficulty, by manipulation and the forceps?

succeeded in delivering a female child. The
convulsions immediately ceased. She remained

unconscious for twenty-four hours afterward, and

under a dose of oleum ricini, and twenty-grain

doses of bromide potassium, she fully recovered.

W. Noden-

, M. D.

Eoseneath, Canada West.

Functional Neurosis of the Radial Nerve.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter:

Mrs. P. began a year ago to suffer from pains

and numbness in her right hand. The numbness

originated in the ungual extremites of the thumb,

index, and medius, and gradually extended up

along the dorsal face of the hand and arm to the

elbow, where it seemed limited. No history of

any cerebral disease, such as vertigo, headache,

tinnitus, etc. It seemed a local affection.

Having covered her eyes I pricked her hand

and arms and found complete analgesia. .By

applying cold iron, the sense of temperature was

evidently lost, and on tickling with a feather

there was no reflex action, showing a paralysed

condition of the reflex nerves, or anesthesia.

As I had with me no dynamometer, I placed

two fingers in her right hand and asked her to

press, when I found a muscular weakness equal

to no more than one degree of Matthew's dynamo-

meter. With these depraved sensations existed

a numbness to such an extent that she could not

even feel any object she touched, so that if she

lifted any object, however small, and turned

away her eyes, the object fell to the ground. In

addition to this, co-existed pains, often intoler-

able, especially in the night, preventing sleep.

The most singular feature of this affection was

the intermittent appearance of the numbness and

pain. As soon as she put on a thimble or

touched a needle the numbness and pain began

at the finger extremities and extended upward

to the elbow. The thimble and needle seemed to

cause this perverted sensation more than any

other object. As the affection was entirely

limited to the right hand and arm, and the occu-

pation of the woman was sewing, and as the

thimble and needle seemed the efficient cause, I

decided on a diagnosis of functional neurosis of

the radial nerve (as the disorder seemed limited

to the distribution of this nerve) of a similar

nature as the writer's cramp, chorea scriptorea.

I applied electro-magnetism, and the benefit

derived was very rapid. After each sitting the

numbness diminished, the hand became stronger

and the pains disappeared. There are still, after

ten electrical applications, occasional returns^
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but a*, the treatment still continues I hope for a
complete cure. C. W. Stevens, M. D.

Charlestown, Mass.

News and Miscellany.

In Eoery Saturday (Boston, Fields, Os-
good, & Co.) for Jan. 30, is commenced a series

of papers from advanced sheets, by Baron Liebig,

on the " Nutritive value of different sorts of

Food," which will be of great value and interest

to medical men.

On Monday night, Jan. 25, at St. Stephen
N. B., a lunatic, named Stephen Jones, killed
his sister with an axe and then committed sui-
cide. The young lady was about to be married,
which fact is supposed to have enraged her
brother. He was but recently discharged from
an insane asylum.

[Notice* inverted in thin column gratia, and tire nolicit»d
from alfnart* of th e country ? Obituary Notice* and Retolu-
ttons ofSocieties at ten cents per line, ten words to the line.]

MARRIED.

Evans-W>tt — T>ooi. 3lst, by Rev. \. McTlw,ine, Jnn nEvam, M.n
, an d Miss Isabel Watt, both of Harrier, In-

diana CO., Pa..

Newflt.—Favfs.—In Rochester, N. H.. on ChristmasTVe .
Hv Rrv. G J. Ahhott, Arthur C. N'ewell, M. DM and

Miss Jennie S. Rayes, both of Rochester
Pfmnsvl-Ptatkr —In Blooiv P U n. Pa

. Dec 26 1*67
by 11

tt- « ' M " Deatriob. P. H. P-nn=vl. M D . IrJ* Sur-

n
en
1 & F

-a^\
mv

'
M

i
ss Pal1ie Stater

. daughter of
Capt. Wm. Stater, of tbe above place.
Bkvvolps—Allen —In Keene, N". TT . Jan. 21st, by

5e
n J ' ^Uaeli, *zro H Reynold*. M.D., of Barnstin.

P. Q , and Miss Emily T. Allen, of Kerne.
STFWART-^ARK.-Jan. 7t^, by Rev. A . MoTlwaine,W. R. Stewart. M B of Armogh, and Miss Sarah E.

Clark, of Indiana, Indiana co., Pa.
Welchans-Wfbfr.—On tbe 10th inst., in Pot'evill*.

Pa., by Her. Joseph M^ool, George P. Wele*>ans M D
of Lancaster '-a and Lizzie E. Weber, daughter of Henry
Weber, of Pottsville.

OBITUARY.

Prof. Balassa.

The medical world has met with many serous losses
during the last two years, but amone them all, none will
be more mourned than that which has just reached our
knowledge.

Professor Johx Balassa, of the Pesth University, the
great su-geon. tbe good man, the lover of his race, died
on Dec. 9 b. This sad event caused profound grief among
our German brethren. The Empress of Austria is re-
ported to have absented herself from tbe royal table, and
to haveshed tears, when Balassa's death was announced.

WORDS OF CHEER.
Br. J A. P., of Texas, writes:
"Find enoRseu* ?5 note to nay for your previous littleKkportrr It, make* its weekly visits to my office about

as regularlv a* I could ask; in fact. T am verv agreeably
disappointed on that, noint, as the distance is over twothous^ m , P* R,r,d I b^e lost but one number yet,
though I have been a sub ' for about two years."
Br. M. W. A., of Mich., says:

"Suffer me to express high appreciation f vonr
Sbfoeteb, and its honestjudicioua, and dignified bearing."

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Br. J. S. P.. of Tenn.—The instrnment maker U not
willing to send you a knife on trial, but will put one to
you at wholesale rates, to try.

Br. J. M„ of Miss.—Dr. Allen's uterine forfleps c.Pt

$ . We cannot make out what the other article is you
inquire about.

fiS=- Mr. Geo. Meade. Racine, Wis,, agent of the Cr^ig
microscope. woo«e bn-esty we were constrained, bv the
lette r s of a numher of subscriber--, to doubt baa written
as, explaining that the apparent neglect of oHpt-c and
remittances on b' c part, arose from the fact tha* he pever
received them. We wi«h him to have the fill benefit of
tHs correction. Hi is no doubt ready to satisfy all

cla'mants against him.
Dr. It S.. of Iowa.—"Mr. B. calls on Dr. S. for treat-

ment in a case of serious malarial disease. Dr. S. pre-
scribes

R.

Ft. pil. x.

Quiniae sulph.,

Hvd. chlor. mit.,

Pulv. opii,

3$s.

gr. x.

gr. v. M.

one to he t*ken every three hours until all are taken,
whi^h is to be followed, apor a purgative do'e of castoT
oil and turpettine, and an interval of twenty-four hours,
by

R. Quiniae sulph., r^ss.

Morph. sulph., grr. iss.

Aqua, f.Jj.

Acid sulph., ar. q. 8.

Fiat. sol. S. A teaspoonful four times a day.
" Mr. R. taken the pill*, but only a smaU portion of the

solution, as his ' m"mt.h Wauef^re, and he concluded it

contained mercury.' While, at the. svme time, be had
'pot so much hetterthnt be thought, a few more o

c those
nills wonM compiete tv e cure.' He C"n«cau°ntly ca-me
hack to Dr. S. ask^'n? for ' anothe- hox of th~se pills or
something' The Doctor refused to comply with tbe re-
nu°°t, explains how the patie-t. is mistaken ahont tbe
medicine wMcb produced^ the salivation, and te'is him fcn

ta^ the solnt'on according to directions, and he would
nrobab''r need nothing more. But Mr. TC will not listen,

eo^s to the drnegist, and demands a. repf tition of the pre-
scrin'ion of pills The Doctor presents himself before
the dmgff'st wnile the latter is in the act of preparing
the pills, and ohjpcts, remonstrates against bis proceed-
ing further in the matter, but all in vain, the drusreist as-
ser'ine that whereas Mr. B. has paid the doctor for the
prescription, he has a right to do with it what he pleases,
and thp doctor has no rieht to interfere. TTnon this. Dr.
R. declines further intercourse professional "with tbe
druger ; s f

. The latter refers the matter to h?s friend, Dr.
M., and Dr. M. coincides with the druggist, declaring that
'a prescription paid for by the patient, belongs to the pa-
tient, and the doctor has notbine more to do with it.'

" Now I want to know who was in the right, the drug-
gist and Dr. M. and Mr R.. or Dr. S.?"

This is but another illustration of the confusion and
injustice caused by druggists claiming to own prescrip-

tions sent then to be put up. The druggist was wrong,

and ought to have been prosecuted.

METEOROLOGY.

January, 18, 19, 20, 21, ! 22, 23, 24.

Wind

Weather— s

Depth Rain-

N. E.
Cl'dy.
"now

N-'.W,
Clear-

TV. W.
Cl'dy.

"NT.W
Clear

N. E.
Cl'dy.

w.
Clear-

w.
Clear'

]JS°

34
50
50
37.25

Thermometer
Mipimum
At 8, A M
At 12, M
At 3, P. M

040

32
31
?2
29.75

25
32
32
2n.

18°

28
38
39
30.75

21°

84
45
26
31.50

25°
33
29
26

28.25

7°

22
34
35
24.50

Barometer.
At 12. M 30. 30. 29.6 296 29.9 29.8 29.5

Germantown, Pa. B. J. Lkkdom.

r



HAZARD & CASWELL'S
GENUINE COD-LIVER OIL.

P Uli® AND FRESH.
ver Oil is fresh and pure. It Is

deleterious to the patient.

Professor Parker, of New
York, says: "I have tried

almost every other manufac-

turer's oil, and give youra the

decided preference."

Professor Hates, State As-

sayor of Massachusetts, after a

full analysis of it, says :
" It ia

the beat for foreign or domestic

This Oil is confidently re-

commended to the Trade and

Medical Profession as the

SWEETEST and PUREST ia

Market.

It is made of fresh selected

livers on the seacoast, and can
be retained by the stomach
when other kinds fail, so sweet
and pure is it, from the great
care and skill attending its

manufacture. Unless Cod-Li-

„ . _ SOLB MANUFACTURERS AN© PROPRIETORS.
CASWELL, HAZARD & CO., under Fifth Avenue Hotel, New York City.

THE BEST THREE TONICS OP THE PH ARMACOP03IA.

IRON-PHOSPHORUS-CALISAYA.
CASWELL, HAZARD A CO., call the attention of the Profession to their preparation of the above estimabl*

femes, as combined in their elegant and palatable

Ferro-Puosphorated Elixir of Calisaya Bark.
Each teaspaonful of the Elixir contains one grain of the Salt of Phosphorus and Iron, and each pint contains one

ounce of Royal Calisaya Bark.
The Profession are warned against many imitations of the Ferro-Phosphorated Elixir of Calisaya, made from very

Interior materials, and by unprincipled persons.

Ferro Phosphorated Elixir of Calisaya, with Sub Carbonate of Bismuth.
This combination has now become exceedingly popular with the first physicians of the country, by whom it ia

efficiently and successfully used in gastralgia, laborious digestion, acid eructations, nausea, debility, and nervoua
derangements.
Samples sent on application to CASWEL.I,, HAZ4BD & CO., New York City.

... Juniper Tar Soap.
This article is highly recommended by the celebrated Eeasmu3 Wilson, and has been found very serviceable ia

cnronic eczema and diseases of the skin generally.
It is manufactured by ourselves from the purest materials, and is extensively and successfully prescribed by th«

Saost eminent uhysicans of New York.
Samples sent on application to CASWELL. HAZARD * CO., New York, sole manufacturers.CA!5WJBL,Ii, HAZARD «fc CO., SUCCESSORS TO OASWEL, MACK & CO.

Fainfly and Manufacturing1 Ciiemists,
e35-eow-586 Corner 24th Street and Broadway, N. Y. City and Mewport, R. L

Particular attention is called to

the improved artificial Legs and

Arms; apparatus for Resection

shortened legs, ununited fracture

apparatus for the variations of

D.W.KOLBE
Club-foot, bow-legs, knock-knees

weak ankle ; spinal supporter

apparatus for disease and injuries

of hip-joints.

No. 15 SOUTH NINTH STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA.
BRANCH OFFICE

:

CORNER OF FOURTH AND POPLAR STREETS, MACON, GA.

SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS, APPARATUS, Etc.

J. H. GEMRIG,

109 South Eighth Street, Philadelphia,

MANUFACTURER OF SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS,
Apparatus for Deformities, Splints, Bandages, etc., etc.,

in every variety.

Atomizers, Wales' Endoscope, Trusses, Ophthalmoscopes,

Laryngoscopes, of all kinds.

All goods warranted of the finest quality.

Refers to—

THE PROFESSORS IN THE MEDICAL COLLEGES
OF PHILADELPHIA, and to the profession gen-

erally.

592-643.

NEW ORLEANS

JOUMAL OF MEDICINE,
A Quarterly Consolidated from the

SOUTHERN JOURNAL OF THE MEDICAL SCIENCES,

and the
NEW ORLEANS MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

Edited by
Dks. S. M. BEMISS and W. S. MITCHELL.

TERMS.
One cony, per annum, in advance $6.00
To Clubs of over Five, to one address, per volume... 5.00
With Richmond Medical Journal (monthly), 1 year. 8.00

With St- Louis Reporter (semi-monthly), one year... 8 00

Or the three for 10.00
Contributions of Essays, Reports of Cases, or Reviews,

are respectfully solicited, and when the wish is expressed,
will be paid for at as high rates as are allowed by similar
Journals in this country.

Addr*8s W. S. MITHHELL. M.D., Prop's,
5S5.tf.X. Lock Box 890, New Orleans.



CREW'S
HIGHLY CONCENTRATED

EXTRACT OF FRESH BEEF.
Admirably adapted to the speedy and convenient making

of Beef Tea, Beef Essence and Brothfor Invalids.

4®=* Made according to the Liebig Process.

The attention of Physicians and Invalid?, dealers in
dietetic articles, and the public generally, is respectfully
called to this valuable preparation, representing in a
very concentrited f\>rtn all the nutritive portions, the
pure juices of the choicest beef, evaporated in the most
approved manner, in vacuo t presreving the peculiar

aroma of the fresh beef.

Physicians, in their practice, as well as their patient?,
frequently aredepiived of the great benefit thar, might
ensue from the con inued use of the " Essenc of Beef,"
on account of the real labor and inconvenienceof making
daily a fresh portion, all of which can be obviated by the

use of this carefully prepared Extract.

This prepara' ion differs from the usual forms of Extract
in avoiding in its manufacture the u^eof the gelatinous
portions of the beef, which add to the bulk of the Ex-
tract, but nothing to its value.
Manufactured and for sale by

BENJAMIN J. CREW, Chemist,

Rear of No. 133 North Third Street, Philadelphia.

For sale by Druggists and Dealers in Fine Groceries.

623—eow.

VACCINE VIRUS,
FRESH, FROM HEALTHY WHITE CHILDREN

FOR SALE BY

BULLOCK & CRENSHAW,
Arcb and Sixth Streets,

PHILADELPHIA.
485-539 PRICE $1.50 PER CRUST.

DETROIT MEDICAL COLLEGE,
AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN.

FACULTY.

EL W. JENKS. M.D. (President), Obstetrics and Diseases
of Women and Children.

T. A. McGRAW, M. D. (Sec'y), Principles and Practice
of ciurgery and Clinical Surgery.

G. P. ANDREWS. M.D., Principles and Practice of
Medicine and Microscopy.

S. P. DUFFIELD, Ph.D., M.D., Chemistry and Toxi-
cology.

C. B. GILBERT, M.D., Materia Medica and Thera-
peutics.

W. H. LATHROP, M.D., Physiology and General Pa-
thology.

J. F. NOYES, M.D., Ophthalmology.

N. W. WEBBER, M.D., General and Descrip.ive Anat-
omy.

J. M. BIGELOW, M.D., Medical Botany.

P. P. GILM ARTIN, M.D., Adjunct Professor of Obste
rics and Lecturer on MedicalJurisprudence.

H. 0. WALKER, M.D., Demonstrator of Anatomy.

THE REGULAR TERM
Will commence on Tuesday, February 2d, and continue
until June 5th. The fees for the regular course are as
fdlows: Lecture fees, $50; Matriculation iee, |5; Dis
secting Ticket, $5; Hospital Tickets (for one year), $6;
Graduation fee, $25.

THE PEELIMIUARY TERM
Will begin on Tuesday, November 3i, and continue until
the commencement of the regular term. This course will
be principally clinical. A fae of $15 will be charged for
this course, but will be credited to the student on the
pavment of the fees ot the regular term.
For further navicular.", apply to

TfiEO. A. McGRAW, M.D., Secretary.
607—622, 491 Jefferson Avenue,

BELLEVUE
HOSPITAL MEDICAL COLLEGE,

City of New York.

The Preliminary Term opens the middle of September, i

and the Regular Session four weeks later, terminating
about the first of March. The Summer Session opens the

[

second Wedneidiy in March and continues twelve weeks.
For Circular, giving full information concerning terms,

requirements for graduation, etc., apply to

A. FLINT, JR., M.D., Secretary.

604-655. New York City.

phIrmaceutical PRODUCTS
PREPARED BY

MESSRS. GRIMAULT & CO.,
OPERATIVE CHEMISTS,

45 RUE RICHELIEU, PARIS.

All the melioine3 are prepared under the direction of

Dx. Lkooxte, Pofessor of the Faculty of Medicin e, Pharma-
ceutic Chemist to the Hospitals of Paris, ex- Preparator

at the College of France for the Phmologicil Courses of

Professor Magsndie and Claude Berxard.

GRTM \TJLT & CO.'S IODIZED SYRUP OF HORSE-
RADISH.—The best substitute fof cod-liver oil. ft con-
tains fWe centigrammes of Iodine in each tnl>l^>p^onful, I

intimately combined with the juice of anti-scorbutic ,

plants, such as water cress, scurvy-<?r;iss. horse-radish,
etc., and insensible to the reaction of starch.

N. B. Beware of spurious imitations.

DR. LERAS' PHOSPHATE OF IRON AND SODA,
in solution and fyrup.—The most agreeable and most
easily assimilable of ferruginous preparations, combining ,

the principal elements of the bones and the blood, viz.":

iron and phosphorus.

GRIMAULT & CO.'S SYRUP OF PERUVIAN BARK.
—Tonic, reparatory and a .ti-chlorosis. Kach tablespoon- <

ful contains ten centigramme* of Pyrophosphate of Soda,
and 0.10 centigrammes of Extract of Quina.

GRTMAULT & CO.'S MATICO INJECTION AND
CAPSULES.—A new preparation of the leave* of Peru-
vian Matico, of more certa'n effect than most of the
medicines recommended in the sumo class of diseases.
The capsules, the envelopes of which are composed of

'

eluten, contain the essence of matico combined with the
Balsam of Copaiba, and do not cause any rising in the
stomach.
GRTMAULT & CO.'S «YRUP OF HYPOPHOSPHITE

OF LIME AND SYRUP OF HYPO PHOSPHITE OF
SODA, against the affections of the lungs and chest.

GRIMAULT & CO.'S GUARANA, prepared with the
resinous juice of the Brazilian Paullinia Sorbilis, against
head-aches and syarrhea.

GRIMAULT & CO.'S DIGESTIVE ELIXIR OF PEP-
SINE, prepared with the pure Pepsine, and not with the i

amylaceous Pepsine.

GRIMAULT & CO.'S INDIAN CIGARETTES, pre-
pared with the essence of the Canabis Indica. Wonder-
ful results are obtained from the use of these Cigarettes i

by persons suffering from Asthma and other complaints
of the respiratory organs.

LAGASSE'S [OF BORDEAUX] SYRUP AND PATE
OF SAP OF SE\ PINE—Employed with the greatest
success against Colds, Bronchitis, Asthma, Influenza, and
diseases of the chest. It contains all the baisamic and t

resinous properties of the Sea Pine.
Agents in Philadelphia^^

Messrs. FRENCH, RTCHARD^ Sr CO.,
N. W. corner 10th and Market Sts.

592-m. 643

C0PYINQ. PEOOP-KEADniCr. ET0.
The advertiser is prepared to Read Proof, Copy Manu-

script, or act as Amanuensis, for medical men.
Lists of medical men, by States or Counties, can be sup-

plied to Druggists, Deins of Meiical Colleges, or others.

These lists are kept correct by constant correspondence.

Address R. S. P.,

Care of Medical and Surgical Reporter,
599-X.



THE

MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER.

PHILADELPHIA, FEB. 13, 1869. [Vol. XX.—No. 7.No. 624]

Original Department.

Communications.

PLACENTA PREVIA.—METRO-PERITONI-
TIS.—DEATH.

Read before the Cleveland Academy of Medicine,

February 2d, 1869,

By W. H. Palmer, M. D.,

Of Cleveland, Ohio.

I was called, Tuesday, Jan. 19th, to see Mrs.

C, aged 32, English by birth, in United States

four years, married twelve years, now pregnant

for the first time.

The patient had been under the care of a medi-

cal gentleman who, by reason of other engage-

ments, had referred her to Dr. Terry
; by the

kindness of the latter gentleman, the case fell

into my hands.

From the patient I learned the following his-

tory: Sbe has always enjoyed good nealth, with

the exception of a prolapse of the uterus, from
which she suffered five years since; a sister has

suffered from the same cause, and the mother
(whom I examined) has complete procidentia of

eighteen years' standing, being compelled to con-

tinually wear a suspensory bandage.

Patient is now at full term. Ten weeks since,

she awoke one night (Friday), on account of

slight pain in the region of the uterus; soon

there gushed from the vagina a quantity of

blood, which she estimated at a quart. There

was no more bleeding until just four weeks

later, when, on Friday, the same thing was re-

peated, and again last Friday. Since the last

date she had continued to bleed until last even-

ing, when Dr. Terry was called in consultation,

and advised tamponning the vagina.

I found her somewhat pale and weak; pulse

124; tongue coated with white fur. no appetite.

No hemorrhage since the application of the tam-

pon. Later in the day, I removed the plug,

when there was only a slight oozing of blood ; os

dilated about one inch, but rigid ; left lip tumid,

and a piece of the placenta projecting into the

vagina. There being no attempts at labor, I

washed out the vagina and removed the tampon.

Thought that I detected the foetal heart, but sub-

sequent events proved my mistake. Gave her

hypodermic of morphia, gr. \, Ordered beef-

tea, milk, etc. From this time until labor the

tampon was removed every twelve or twenty-

four hours.

"Wednesday, Jan. 20th. In about the same con-

dition; passed a comfortable night; pulse in the

morning 120, in the evening 128; took some

nourishment; thought she felt stronger; os re-

mained the same.

Thursday, 21st. The same. In accordance

with the advice of Dr. Terry, I gave her Nor-

wood's tinct. verat. viride, gtt. iv., in camphor

water, f.gij. every few hours.

At 9, P. M. Pulse 116; felt comfortable;

thought that the waters broke during the morn-

ing; os more dilatable. A careful examination

detected no signs of life in the child.

Friday, 22d. At 10, A. M., found her very

weak and irritable
;
discouraged; passed a poor

night; no labor pains. I procured a set of

Barnes' dilators, intending with them to hasten

delivery; but she would not consent to their use.

Ordered enema of castor oil and tepid water; but

little fecal discharge. Continue morphia suffi-

cient to give her rest.

Saturday, 23d. Summoned at 4, A. M. Found

that she had had pains since one o'clock. Re-

moved the plug and found the os dilated about

one-half, right lip still rigid; no hemorrhage;

placenta detached as far as the finger could

sweep.

Pains grew weaker, and at 7, A. M., ceased

entirely; patient exceedingly restless and irrita-

ble. At 8, A. M., introduced Barnes' largest

dilator between the head and the right hip, and

succeeded in opening the os somewhat. At 9,

A. M., labor having made no advance, I sent

for Dr. Terry, but before his arrival the pains

began again. He advised small doses of tartar

emetic; otherwise no interference until the head

passed lower down.

At 12 o'clock, the head having passed through

the os, and the pains being exceedingly feeble,

I etherized my patient (the husband continuing

121
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the management of the ether) applied the forceps

and delivered the head. Gave her fluid extract

ergot, f.gj., and attempted to deliver the body
?

"but all the force I dared to exert proved una-

vailing. I now passed my hand below the child,

and tried to pull down an arm, but my strength

was so much exhausted that I failed. In the

meantime I despatched a messenger for Dr.

Terry ; as soon as he arrived, he made traction

upon the head, but not succeeding, he passed a

blunt hook into the axilla, and with considerable

effort drew down the arm. This done, the uterus

at once expelled the body, and immediately the

placenta and membranes. At the same time

there was an escape of fetid water and gas from

the uterine cavity. Uterus contracted firmly.

No hemorrhage from first to last. Child was

female, of large size, and evidently dead for some

time, as the skin easily peeled off. The placenta

was by actual measurement twelve and a half

inches long and nine broad; about one-third (the

part early separated) was of a dark color and

fetid odor, the remainder exsanguinated; the

foetal surface of the placenta was of a dark-

green color. Dr. T. at once gave her hypoder-

mic of morphia and solution containing camphor,

grs. iv., and carbonate ammonia, grs. xij. to be

taken every three hours.

She recovered well from the ether, and at 8.

P. M., was feeling comfortable; pulse 128; ab-

domen somewhat tympanitic, but not tender on

pressure.

Sunday, 24th. Had comfortable night; passed

water freely; lochia abundant and natural ; took

considerable nourishment. At 12 o'clock, she

was seized with slight chill, followed by hot

skin; pain in back; lochia diminished; pulse

140; respirations 24; tympanitis not very great;

some pain on pressure over uterus. Ordered

verat. viride, gtt. iv., at once, and gave hypoder-

mic of morph., gr. J.

At 2, P. M., was seized with violent chill, so

that she shook almost as if in a convulsion, last-

ing fifteen minutes ; and followed by profuse

perspiration and delirium. Ordered verat. vi-

ride, gtt. iv., every two hours, morphia sufficient

to give rest, carbolic acid, gtt. ij., every two,

three, or four hours. Uterus washed out with

weaTi solution of carbolic acid and warm water

thrice daily. Beef-tea, chicken-broth, and later,

"brandy.

At '9 P. M., pulse 112; resp. 12; lochia scanty;

sleeping.

Monday, 25th. 9 A. M., pulse 112; resp. 17
;

temperature in axilla 103° F. Slept most of the

night. Another chill at 2 P. M. Pulse remained

about 112 during the day, but rose to 140 at 9,

P. M. Turpentine stupes applied to the abdo-

men.

Tuesday, 26th. Had a chill at 9 A.M., and

at 10 o'clock, when I saw her, the pulse was 100,

and weak; temp. 103J°; delirious; sweating.

Took a pint of beef tea during the night. Or-

dered veratrum viride gtt. iv. every hour. At

12 M., pulse was 128; resp. 17; temp, in axilla
'

1020°; tongue growing brown; strength failing.

8 A. M., pulse again 100. Copious discharge of

foeces, dark and foetid; abdomen less tympanitic.

"Wednesday, 27th. 7 A. M. Passed restless

night; pulse raised from 140 to 160; veratrum

viride failed to reduce it. Rapidly sinking, and

skin hot; tongue brown and dry; delirious; ar-

ticulation difficult; brandy and beef tea every

half hour; 8 P. M., died.

Autopsy twenty hours after death, made by

Dr. Smurr and the writer, in the presence of

Drs. Bennett and Darby. Ptigor mortis marked

;

emphysema of entire body. The cavities of the

peritoneum, uterus and intestines distended with

foetid gas.

Upon the posterior surface of the uterus, ex-

tending downward into the pelvis, and laterally

upon the broad ligaments, was a fibrous exuda-

tion, with a small amount of serum. Douglas'

cul-de-sac nearly obliterated. The peritoneum in

this region was of a pale-reddish hue; sub-peri-

toneal connective tissue deeply injected; the

external portions of the broad ligaments of dark

venous color; upon section clots and venous

blood were pressed out. Uterus a little larger

than a foetal head at term, pale and flabby. In

its cavity were clots of a dirty-brown color; the

hypertrophied portion, where the placenta had

been attached, extended from the internal o?,

upon the left side toward the fundus. Section

through this portion disclosed clots in the sinuses,

in places breaking down into a fluid purulent in

appearance. Pus was also pressed from the

sinuses, mingled with blood. The tissue of the

uterus of a reddish tint.

From the internal surface of the uterus, on

the left side, immediately above the internal os,

there projected into the vagina a mass two

inches long and one thick. This was apparently

of the same structure as the uterus at the pla-

cental attachment, but no place could be seen

from which it had been separated. Intestines

injected in patches; kidneys enlarged, and of a

mottled color; capsule easily peeled off; sub-

stance of the organ very friable. On section

medullary portion was seen deeply injected.

Liver of about normal size, pale in color, and
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easily broken down. Spleen normal in appear-

ance. Heart and lungs not examined.

The microscopical examination revealed in the

fluid scraped from the sinuses and inner face of

the uterus, pus corpuscles, fibro-plastic cells, free

nuclei, granular matter, and shrivelled blood

globules; the exudation into the cavity of the

peritoneum, fibrillated fibrine.

Some of the tubules of the kidney were healthy

in appearance; others retained their epithelium,

the central portion being filled with granular

matter; while still others were denuded of epi-

thelium, and filled with granular matter, and a

small quantity of oil. Malpighian tufts con-

gested. Cells of the liver somewhat fatty.

This unfortunate case presents a number of

points of interest. For four days there was

tolerance of the tampon, without the indication

of labor.

Again, the retention of the body after the

birth of the head, was probably caused by the

descent of the placenta about the hips of the

child; no other cause presents itself, inasmuch

as the pelvis was- capacious, and the child's body

not unusually large.

Was the little mass hanging in the vagina a

portion of the uterus torn off in the delivery of

the child? If so, I hardly know how the acci-

dent could be avoided in a similar case, since no

violence was used, and neither hand nor instru-

ment was put into the uterus. Embryotomy
might be employed, but would probably subject

the mother to greater risks.

Lastly, the question comes up as to the most

favorable time for the delivery of such a woman.

Most obstetricians insist upon the necessity of

operating while our patients are strong; after

the eighth month a sudden haemorrhage may cost

the woman her life, and will at last render her

less able to endure the subsequent ordeal. The

great suceess of Dr. T G. Thomas, of New York,

in these cases seems to be greatly owing to his

practice of early inducing labor; his main reli-

ance in "partial implantation" is upon Barnes'

dilators, or something of the kind; these at the

same time open a passage for the child, tear off

the placenta, and prevent haemorrhage. When
labor begins, a rupture of the membranes allows

the presenting part to come down and press upon

the open vessels, as the rubber bag has done.

The adoption of such a course in this case at

the commencement of the last hoemorrhage might

possibly have given both mother and child a

better chance for life. After I reached her, I

continued the tampon three days, hoping in the

meantime to build her up.

In his lectures upon Placenta Prsevia before

the College of Physicians and Surgeons, New
York, Dr. Thomas thus speaks: "If at the end

of the eighth month, the woman could be deliv"

ered, the following would be the advantages

gained :

"1. We would be dealing with a woman not

exhausted by repeated haemorrhages.

"2. The obstetrician would be in attendance in

the commencement of the haemorrhage, should it

occur.

"3. The os may be dilated by hydrostatic pres-

sure, which may entirely prevent haemorrhage.

"4. We dimmish the rise of sudden fatal flow

from rupture of large placental vessels. The

dangers of induced labor at the eighth month

we know to be small for both mother and

child. * * * *

" These little bags (Barnes' dilators) are, I

believe, in time to supersede all methods in the

treatment of placenta praevia, and become the

means of saving thousands of lives, which, in

spite of all former methods, would have been

lost."

INSTRUMENTAL DIAGNOSIS.
By Philip S. Wales, M. D.,

Surgeon, U. S. Navy.

(Continued from p. 435, vol. xix.)

VII. Instrumental Diagnosis of Diseases of

the Functions of Refraction and Accommo-

dation.

Before the subject of instrumental diagnosis

of the diseases of the functions of refraction and

accomodation can be intelligently and profitably

studied, it will be necessary to consider some

preliminary matter concerning the relation of

light to vision, the influence exerted upon it by

the different sorts of lenses and by the eye, and

lastly, the means by which the latter subserves its

purpose in the economy of enabling the mind to

take cognizance of the exterior wold.

Light, like the other physical agents, has

always been a favorite theme, upon which much
has been said and many ingenious surmises been

promulgated concerning its nature and its rela-

tion to the eye as an optical instrument by

philosophers.

There are two theories by either of which its

phenomena may be satisfactory explained. The

first, or that of emission, sustained by Sir Isaac

Newton, is based upon the supposition that

luminous bodies emit particles of immeasurable

smallness in all directions and in straight lines,
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which penetrating the eye act upon the retina

and determine the sensation constituting vision.

The second, or undulatory theory, advocated by

Descartes, Huygens, and others, presupposes

the existence of a medium called ether, of infinite

tenacity, distributed throughout nature, inter-

penetrating all bodies and impressible by every

movement of their particles. In luminous bodies

the motion of the particles is supposed to be un-

dulating and communicated to the ether, is pro-

pagated by the latter as luminous spherical

waves, the undulations of which take place at

right angles to their direction.

Of the two theories the latter is now most in

favor, as it explains all the phenomena of light in

a more satisfactory manner.

Bodies depict themselves variously in their

relation to light ; those which emit it are said to

be luminous, and those which do not opaque. In

some the light passes through and enables us to

see objects beyond distinctly, and are, therefore,

designated as transparent, or diaphanous; some

again oppose greater resistance to the passage of

light, that so little of it reaches the eye, bodies

beyoncf them cannot be seen ; these are then said

to be translucent, while others entirely arrest

the progress of light and are classified as opaque

bodies. Yet it must be mentioned as regards

the latter that, though they are opaque in mass,

when made up into exceedingly fine sheets they

transmit light as do thin leaves of gold and

lamina of wood.

Every point of a luminous body emits light,

and the radiant lines which it pursues are called

rays; a number of rays form a pencil of light.

If the rays proceeding from the radiant point

pursue their course equi-distant, the one from

another, they are said to be parallel ; if they

approach each other they are convergent, while

these rays which go on separating more and

more after leaving their initial point are said to

be divergent.

As the eye in its normal state is wonderfully

adapted to form well-defined images of external

objects upon the retina, in virtue of the influence

exerted upon rays of light by the crystalline

lens and the other refractive mediae, it will not

be out of place here to consider, first, in what

manner this influence is exerted in forming these

images
;
second, what provisions there are for

varying this influence that thereon images may
always fall upon the bacillary layer of the

retina, whether the rays that form them came

from a near object or not. In other words, we
shall first consider the eye in the exercise of

simply a passive function, receiving and refract-

ing rays like ordinary lenses, and then speak of

the active power displayed by its muscular struc-

ture in accommodating for different distances.

In its finer relations the eye assimilates to the

ordinary optical instrument called the camera

obscura, in the construction of which lenses form

the most important feature, and it is chiefly the

influence which these exert upon the rays of

light that has an important illustrative bearing

upon the present subject, and therefore requiring

some notice.

Lenses are transparent mediae, made either of

crown or flint glass with curved surfaces, having

the property of either increasing or diminishing

the conveyance of the rays of light which pass

through them. Crown glass is free from lead

while flint glass has about three per cent, of this

metal, and has also greater refractive power than

the former.

There are several varieties of lenses named
according to the shape of their surfaces, spheri-

cal, cylindrical, elliptical, parabolical, etc., but

as the spherical sort is the one the ophthalmolo-

gist has the most to do with, our remarks will be

confined to them, the same principles that we
shall enfold as regards these, will even hold good

for the other varieties.

By the combination of plain and spherical sur-

faces we can at the most form but six sorts of

lenses, meridional sections of all of which are

seen in figures 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6.

-:. 2 . 3

Si
- A
- / \ \

pi1
If

1

The first is the biconvex lens, formed by two

spherical surfaces juxtaposed. The radius of

curvature of the two surfaces may be equal or

unequal.

The second is the plano-convex, the third con-

cavo-convex, the fourth double concave, the fifth

plani-concave, and the sixth concavo-convex.

The first three are thicker at the centre than

at the periphery, and have a convergent action

upon the rays of light ; the last three are exactly

the reverse of the former, being thicker at the

periphery, and have an opposite influence upon

the rays of light which they diverge.

It will answer our purpose to describe the

influence of but two of the above lenses upon

light as representatives of the groups at the
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head of which they respectively stand, the bi-

convex and the biconcave; the influence of their

congeners is identical though in less degree.

The centre of the sphere of which the curved

surfaces are sections is called the centre of curva-

ture, and the straight line connecting the centres

of two such juxtaposed surfaces is designated the

principal axis. In the plano-convex and plano-

concave lenses the principal axis is the per-

pendicular line let fall from the centre of the'

curved face to the centre of the opposite face.

The whole subject of refraction of light in

passing through lenses can be made more intel-

ligible by supposing the spherical surfaces com-

posed of an infinite number of small planes,

every one of which upon one side of the lens

having a corresponding plane upon the opposite

side, inclined toward it in such a manner as to

form a prism. This arrangement we shall en-

deavor to show in the figure cut, to make the

corresponding oblique planes evident to the eye.

As the theory is based upon the action exercised

by the prism upon light, we shall first explain

this before presenting the diagrams illustrative

of the action of lenses.

When a ray of light passes into media with

parallel faces it undergoes a change of direction
3

the law is that a ray passing from a rarer into a

denser medium is refractive towards a perpen-

dicular line to the surface of that medium ; at

the point of incidence in passing in the reverse

direction it is refracted from a perpendicular

at the point of emergence. This is shown in the

annexed figure, in which the incident ray A B to

Fig. 1.

the surface of the body IK is refracted toward

the perpendicular C D
%
while the emergent ray

E F is refracted away from the perpendicular

G R in passing from the denser medium IKinto

a vacuum or into the air. By inspecting the

figure it will be seen that the incident and
emergent rays are in different places but parallel

with each other; that they are parallel can
easily be proven geometrically by compressing
the angles of incidence and refraction formed by

the incident and emergent rays with the per-

pendiculars C D and E F.

A ray of light passing into a medium with

inclined surfaces also changes its direction in

accordance with the law announced above. In

the figure below is shown the principal action of

a prism, A B. If an incident ray D E, strikes

Fig. 2.

1 . \. mm. fes i :

illi
the face, C A, at C it will be refracted nearer the

perpendicular, G F, arriving at the point K, it

will again be refracted away from the perpen-

dicular, H i, in passing into the rarer medium so

that an object at L will be seen by the eye

placed at D, as if it were at If, in the direction of

the dotted line D M.

Now we can apply the same law to the re-

fraction of lenses and understand the influence

they exert upon light, by supposing their sur-

faces formed of infinitely small planes corres-

ponding with each other in such a manner that

each pair, one upon the anterior and one upon

the posterior surfaces, form a prism. In convex

lenses, by the formation of their faces, these

prisms will all have their bases turned toward

the centre, and in concave lenses, turned toward

Fig. 3.

the periphery, and as prisms always refract the

rays toward their bases, we can readily under-
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stand that the former class of lenses must neces-

sarily converge the light, and the latter diverge

it. In the two following cuts we have supposed

a few of these corresponding surfaces forming

prisms, enlarged to show their action upon light.

The first is a biconvex lens, if the ray A D,

emerging from the point A, strikes the surface

XZ, it will be refracted at its point of incidence

nearer the perpendicular B C, when it reaches

the opposite face of the prism it will be deviated

away from the perpendicular E C, and neces-

sarily nearer to the line of axis of the lens which

it will cut at some point. In like manner the

line, A C, undergoes the same change of direc-

tion, and will meet the former one at its inter-

section with the axis. All the incident rays

experience similar change of direction by its

appropriate prism will converge to the same

point which is called the focus.

In the second figure, which shows a biconcave

lens, which we have supposed to have its spheri-

cal surfaces formed of prisms, with the bases

turned toward the periphery of the lens, the in-

cident rays A B and HX, after undergoing two

refractions, will be diverged, and therefore can-

not form a real focus; but if prolonged in a di-

rection opposite to their course, they will meet,

and form what is called a vertical focus, as shown

by the dotted lines.

As we have already stated, lenses will either

bring rays passing through them together (con-

verging), or separate them (diverging) ; the point

where they or their continuities met is called

the focus, which is designated by various names,

according to the manner in which it is formed,

or to its position.

In biconvex lenses there are three focuses, the

principal, conjugate, and virtual. The principal

focus is formed by the union of those rays which

have impinged upon the lens in a parallel direc-

tion, and having undergone two refractions, as

explained above, toward the principal axis of the
lens, at the point marked A in figure 5, which is

the principal focus. The line A D shows the

Fig. 5.

measure of the power of leDses, which is ex-

pressed in inches, as three, five, or seven-inch

biconvex lenses, indicating such glasses as will

focus parallel rays at three, five, and seven inches

respectively.

As most lenses now used in this country are

foreign, we should mention that French gla^s
are marked in Paris inches, and German glasses

in Prussian inches. The respective equalities

can be ascertained from the usual arithmetical

tables, so that they may be readily converted, the

one into the other.

In ordinary lenses of crown glass, the princi-

pal focus very nearly corresponds with the cen-

tre of curvature.

The converging power of any combination of

convex lenses may easily be determined by add-

ing together the sum of their focal lengths: thus

the power of a six and a twelve-inch biconvex

united is equal to a four-inch lens, for 1-6 -j- 1-12

= 14.

If the rays, instead of coming from a distant

point (which for practical purposes may be con-

sidered any beyond five or six feet) and there-

fore parallel, they emerge from a luminous ob-

ject still nearer, but beyond the principal focus,

say from the point A in figure 6. There the

Fig. 6.

principal focal distance, and for the same lens is

unvarying, so that we always have in it an exact

rays are divergent
j they will strike the face of

a convex lens at a greater angle than if parallel,

and will, in consequence, undergo a greater

amount of refraction, and be finally brought

together at the point F, which is beyond the

/
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principal focus E; this point is called the con-

jugate focus, so-called to express the relation be-

tween the points A and F, which is such, that if

the luminous body be placed in F, the conjugate

focus will be in A, being thus interchangeably

connected. If the luminous point is brought

nearer the lens, the conjugate focus moves fur-

ther off, if withdrawn from it, the focus ap-

proaches. When the luminous point advances

toward the lens until it coincides with the prin-

cipal focus, then the emergent rays are no longer

convergent, but parallel.

To illustrate; if a candle be placed in the

principal focus of a four-inch lens, the emergent

rays are, as before stated, parallel ; if it be re-

moved twelve inches disiant, the conjugate focus

will be found six inches off, and for all other

lenses, such an unchangeable relation exists be-

tween these two points.

Let us take another example and suppose, the

light placed at C, between the lens and the prin-

cipal focus, as shown in figure 7. There the

emergent rays CH and CI will be diverged, and

Fig. 7.

hey can no longer form any real focus, but by
prolonging them, they will meet in the point A
on the principal axis, which is called the vertical

focus.

The influence of biconcave lenses upon light

is such that they never can converge rays to a

Fig. 8.

real focus, whatever relation the luminous point

may bear to them. Taking as an example, the

biconcave lens in figure 8. any parallel ray of

!
light, A E, falling upon the surface of the lens

will be refracted twice away from its axis, and

therefore can find no focus, but if the rays thus

refracted be prolonged in a dirction contrary to

their course, they will meet, as shown in the fig-

ure, at CD, where an erect and diminished image

of the object is seen. This point is called the

principal vertical focus, and its distance from the

lens the principal focal distance. Divergent rays

will be still more diverged in passing through

the biconcave lens, and their prolongations back-

ward will meet in a vertical focus upon the axis

between the principal focus and the surface of

the lens. The distance of the principal focus is

the standard of valuation of concave lenses; thus

we say, concaves of four, six, or twelve inches,

which mean such lenses as will so reflect parallel

rays that their prolongations backward will meet

in a vertical focus four six, or twelve inches from

the surface of the lens.

In ascertaining the focus of a biconvex lens,

all that is required is to hold it in the rays 'of

the sun so that its axis may be parallel with

them, and then to receive the image thus formed

upon a sheet of paper, which should be approxi-

mated to or removed from the lens until the

image is perfectly distinct; the distance between

the glass and paper is the focal length of the

lens.

In concave glasses the process is somewhat

different. Cover one of the concave sides of the

lens with some opaque substance, blue paper or

charcoal, for instance, only leaving two little

spots free in the same meridinal plane, for the

light to pass through. Hold the uncovered side

of the lens toward the sun, and receive the images

of the little apertures upon a sheet of paper,

which is to be gradually removed from the lens

until the distance between the images is double

that between the two apertures on the lens, then,

the focal distance is the interval separating the

centre of the lens and paper.

Fig. 9.

In accordance with the theory of the forma-

tion of curved surfaces by planes infinitely small,

already explained, the ray coinciding with the

principal axis of all lenses undergoes no re-
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fraction, inasmuch as the corresponding planes

through which it passes are all parallel. There

is, at the intersection of the principal axis with

the lens a point through which any oblique ray

may also pass unchanged in direction. This

point is called the optical centre, which in all

lenses with a plane face, is situated at the place

where the principal axis cuts the curved surface.

All lines drawn through the optical centre, with-

out at the same time meeting the centre of cur-

vature, are designated secondary axes. What we
have said concerning the focus situated upon the

principal axis may be also applied to the second-

ary axis. Figure 9 illustrates the direction of

the secondary axis AB crossing the principal

axis CD in the optical centre E.

(To be continued.)

NEW KEMEDIES.

G. W. Lawrenge, M.

Of Hot Springs, Arkansas.

p.,

Professor E. S. Wayne, of Cincinnati, Ohio,

has made for me during the past year the follow-

ing new preparations, which I hope will be

found valuable to the profession at large.

Quinice Iodo-Sulphas. It has proved to be a

desirable alterative and tonic, serviceable in con-

secutive syphilis
;
scrofula, cachexia, neuralgia,

some forms of paralysis, and in debilitated con-

ditions of the general system. Given in pill

form, or mixed with syrup of sassafras bark or

blended with elixir of Calisaya bark.

Iodide of Antimony. An alterative, used

chiefly in skin diseases, those forms arising from

constitutional ills and secretory disturbances.

Prescribed with aromatic syrup of dulcamara. I

have recently used iodide of antimony as an ana-

phrodisiac with satisfactory results. I combined

it with lupulin, and gave it in pills every six

hours.

Iodide of Manganese. Alterative, administered

generally with the iodide, or some other desira-

ble preparation of iron, or with quinise iodo-

sulphas, in anemia and chloro-anemia, with

resin podophylin, in chronic, splenic and hepatic

derangements. In the alterative agency of man-
ganese, I have fancied that a determined action

is exercised on the ganglionic system of nerves.

Glycerole Pyrophosphate of Iron. This has

name enough to stand alone. In the formula

pure glycerine is substituted for sugar, or simple

syrup, each fluid ounce (with glycerine) contains

sixteen grains of pyro-phosphate of iron. This

new preparation is unchangeable and is one of the

most palatable of that family of tonics. I em[ loy

it usually as an eutrophic in that spanoemic con

dition of the system so frequently provoked by

the protracted use and abuse of iodides and

bromides ofpotassium. Also use it when indi-

cated, in progressive paralysis, motor ataxia, in

threatening a supposed incipient ramollissement

of the brain and spinal marrow.

I regard this compound of iron as an import-

ant histological agent, one that supplies desirable

wants, the combining powers, or affinities, af-

fording great therapeutic value.

Therapy, in this age of progress, greatly de-

mands our attention. The action of remedies in

the human laboratory must be closely investiga-

ted. The properties of medicines, so far as the

practitioner can comprehend, the mental facul-

ties ken, by attentive, cautious surveys of chemi-

cal formula, or practical results will soon be

regarded in a new light. The interrogations of

the therapeutist will be, What is the rationale of

such a remedy? What eclecticism is exercised?

What real agency does it perform? What forces

are aroused? What chemical action produced

on the vital battery? All are absolute, and be-

long to the functions performed by remedies.

Few elements are known that possess such,

great chemical affinities, or combining forces, as

iron and phosphorus, and they play an import-

ant part in the human system. In view of that

agency, the above preparation (blending the

properties) naturally suggests itself to the medi-

cal mind. Its chemico-physiological operation

should give it prominence as a blood-remedy in

cachectic conditions. I give it alone, or com-

bined, as a nutriitive tonic, to repair the sup-

posed wants of the system, or in supporting the^

organization where we find too rapid growth."

In enfeebled nervous and mental states, gene-

ral debility resulting from alcoholic and sexual

abuses, atonic spermatorrhoea, premature senil-

ity, and also in functional disorders of the ute-

rus.

At Hot Springs, Arkansas, for a long period

my practice has been almost exclusively con-

fined to the treatment of chronic diseases, old

constitutional disorders. It is a peculiar prac-

tice, chiefly among a class of persons who have

been drugged and dosed for a long period, and

who are generally disgusted with the medica:

world, and they resort to the natural thermal

fountains to escape further medication. Thev

seek the so-called "nature's remedy," oblivious,

of the fact that all remedies belonging to the

different kingdoms of the universe belong tc

that class, and that it is the object, study, calL
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ing of the professional man to guide these agents

and adapt them to the various wants or require-

ments in practice. Sometimes I have been com-

pelled in my researches to go out of the officinal

domain or prescribed boundary, to seek for ne-

cessary nutritive, alterative, and tonic remedies

to meet the exigencies in special cases.

It will be my pleasure to report at an early

day, through your columns, the advantages I

claim to have gained in supporting the system

by a new and active process of nutrition, used

in the treatment of certain constitutional condi-

tions, in connection with a class of remedies

called entrophics, or those agents possessing a

direct action on the blood. The subject of the

promised article will be nutritive diaphoretics.

ACORNS AS FOOD.

By W. S. King, M. D.,

Surgeon XJ. S. Army, Detroit, Mich.

"If some easy process could be devised by
which the bitter principle could be extracted
from horse chestnuts and adorns, and these nat-

ural products made palatable and available for

the food of man or beast, the man who made
this discovery would be rendering a very great
service."

—

London Lancet for December, 1868.)

The above recalls to my memory a few facts in

regard to the use of acorns by the Californian

Indians, and their manner of preparing them

for food, which came under my observation,

which I think may be interesting to some of

your readers.

In the summer of 1852 I accompanied two

companies of U. S. troops sent out from Sen

Francisco and Monterey, Cal., with Indian com-

missioners to visit the Indians living among the

foot-hills of the Sierra Nevada, with instruc-

tions to collect as many of them at certain points

as possible, with a view to make treaties with

them, and to chastise such as remained hostile,

and who had been engaged in murdering the

frontier settlers.

After much difficulty and delay, about fifteen

hundred Indians, women and children included,

were gathered at the head waters of the San

Joaquin river. We were informed by the inter

preter that these Indians had subsisted for the

previous six months almost entirely on acorns.

In my long experience with Indians I had never

seen any in better condition than were these.

By observation and inquiry I obtained the fol-

lowing particulars.

The Indians collect the acorns when fully ripe,

and store them in cribs at convenient points.

While wandering about, they carry as many
acorns with them as they can, and when ti e

supply is exhausted, the squaws make long jour-

nies, sometimes several days' travel, to these

magazines to procure fresh supplies. We came
across several of these acorn cribs, which are

circular in form, and made of a framework cf

branches of trees fastened securely together afc

the top, the interstices being filled by cross

pieces filled in with leaves to hold them securely,

and elevated sufficiently from the ground to pro-

tect them from the depredations of the bears.

Their manner of grinding the acorns and pre-

paring the flour therefrom, so as to render it

edible, is as follows: They select a large flat

rock, containing on its surface holes, either nat-

urally or artificially made. These holes are

usually about six inches deep, from six to eight

inches wide at the top, narrowing gradually to

the bottom. The acorns, divested of the shell,

are placed in them and pounded fine by heavy

stones of a conical shape. This labor, performed

exclusively by the Indian women, is hard and

slow work, and I have often seen a dozen at a

time engaged at it day after day, on a large rock

on the bank of the San Joaquin river, near our

encampment. By this process the acorns are

ground fine. The fine flour is separated from

time to time by scooping out the flour with one

hand, and dashing it against a grass mat held

in the other; the fine flour adheres to the mat,

and is brushed off into a basket, while the coarse

rolls off into the hole, to be again pounded.

When the flour is ready, a large basin is made

on the ground, like a mortar bed, about three

or four feet in diameter, a little narrower at the

bottom, and the sides are eighteen inches in

height. The inside is then made smooth by the

hands. This basin is filled with water heated

to boiling by putting into it hot stones, heated

almost to redness over a fire near by.

The acorn flour is then added and stirred for

several hours, and then left to settle. The water

is then drawn off, and the flour, of a jelly-like

consistence, is found adhering to the sides and

bottom of this earthen basin, and is carefully

scraped off by the hand. It is now sweet and

nutritious, the bitter principle of the acorn

having been driven off by the heat. I have

often tasted it, and found it quite palatable. It

may be eaten in this state, or rolled out in small

loaves, and baked into bread. Sometimes it is

rolled up into pieces of convenient size, and al-

lowed to remain for several hours in shallow

water where there is a slight current, which re-

moves any foreign matter, and renders it still
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sweeter by removing any bitterness that may
remain.

Upon this food these Indans rely almost en-

tirely for their subsistence a greater part of the
year, necessity having taught them how to make
it palatable, and thus they are enabled to live

where the white man, with similar resources,

would be very apt to consider certain starvation

inevitable.

It is well known that the Apaches in Arizona
are very fond of the acorn, and lay in a supply
annually for their winter consumption. An
edible variety used by them, called bellote, is an
important article of commerce between them and
the Mexican population, who are very fond of
them.

I hope what I have written may be of some
service in showing more fully than is known
generally, that the acorn is highly nutritious,

and no doubt has an essential oil perhaps valu-
able as a medicine. It is certainly well worthy
of attention as an article of food capable of sup-

porting a large population, as it actually does in

our own country, when other means are insuffi-

cient.

Hospital Reports.

Pennsylvania Hospital,
)

Pbilada., Nov. 14, 1868.
\

Clinic of J. M. Da Costa, M. D.

Reported by Dr. Napheys.

Fost-Mortem Specimens.

1. Large Vomica. The colored woman from
whom this specimen was taken had had a cough
for four or five months prior to her admission
to the hospital, and had lost two or three pints

of blood at one time. She stated that this violent

hemorrhage was excited by a fright. She was
brought into the hospital very much exhausted
by the hemorrhage. She was placed on sulphu-
ric acid, kept perfectly quiet, counter-irritation

applied over the lung, nourishing food adminis-
tered, and after a day or two it appeared that
reaction had fairly set in. She was comfortable,

complaining particularly of nothing, when it was
noticed that her breathing became shorter and
shorter, and signs of exhaustion appeared. At
the same time there was found evidence of

marked congestion of both lungs, with even

some slight solidification at the back of the right

;

notwithstanding she was then placed on stimu-

lants and the use of active counter-irritation to

the chest, she sank.

The post-mortem reveals a curious condition of

the lung structure. There is an enormous cavity,

occupying the whole of the upper lobe of the

left lung. It looks like a large sac, no portion

of the lung structure being left. So large is it and

so perfect and smooth the walls, that were it not

for the light thrown on its true nature by the

other portions 0^ the pulmonary structure, it

might be concluded that the ca9e was not one

of tubercular disease at all but of pulmonary

abscess. But an examination of the other parts

of the lung, entirely prevents any such error.

The exciting cause of the violent hemorrhage

was doubtless the abnormal state of the circula-

tion produced by the fright, which gave the

finishing strokes to a vesssel about to give way,

which might otherwise have held its own for

some time, the large vessels and portions of the

connective tissue being the last to disappear

before the constantly progressing ulceration.

No softening elsewhere in the lungs.

Looking at the other portion of the lung, the

proof of the cavity having been tubercular is

apparent. Little granular linear masses are de-

posited in the lower part of the left lung, which

was the seat of heavy congestion. If the woman
had survived the shock, she would have shortly

died of rapidly developed acute phthisis in the

lower lobes of the left lung. The right lung is

also partly tubercular and heavily congested; in

parts the congestion having passed into some

solidification.

This is a specimen of what might almost be

called tubercular pneumonia, that is a low state

of exudation with beg'ning tubercle. This is a

state of things that frequently precedes a more

active development of tubercular disease, when

that active development assumes an acute type.

The heart presented nothing peculiar in its

structure, but it was filled with heart clots. It

is an interesting question whether or not the

rapidly increasing dyspnoea of the last two days,

the almost sudden change which took place in

her symptoms after reaction had appeared fairly

to set in, were not really due to the formation of

clots in the- heart. This is a mere suggestion,

however, for on this point the post mortem

evidences are not very conclusive, it being im-

possible to determine whether the clots were of

ante-mortem formation.

2. Concrete Abscess of Liver following Chronic
Diarrhoea,

The patient from whom this specimen was

taken, Annie E., aet. 21, was admitted to the

hospital on the 3d of September. On admission,
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a small, hard, slightly nodulated tumor was

found to occupy the epigastric region, which she

stated had been larger before admission. She

complained of a good deal of pain in this mass.

She had had severe chills occurring irregularly.

There was an obscure history of an hereditary

tendency to phthisis, yet a careful examination

of the lungs failed to reveal anything like marked

tubercular disease. It was found, however, on

tracing her history, that she had had constant

diarrhoea accompanied by much pain, and this

diarrhoea preceded the development of the tumor.

This diarrhoea was found to be of a peculiar

kind, for on examining the stools it was repeat*

edly noticed that they consisted largely of undi-

gested food. She became wretchedly emaciated,

to an extent rarely seen, except in the last

stages of phthisis, and in the very last stages of

chronic scorbutic diarrhoea. With this frightful

emaciation, there existed the constant diarrhoea

and constant and progressive loss of strength.

As regards the tumor, it was observed that this

hard nodulated mass, situated chiefly in the epi-

gastrium, became apparently smaller and smaller

instead of, as might readily be supposed, becom-

ing more and more marked with the dwindling

away of the abdominal parietes. This reduction

in size went on so that in the last examinations

made not long before her death it was almost im-

possible to perceive what previously had been

quite a distinct tumor. It only remains to add,

that tenderness existed over the swollen ma«s,

and that during life it was always connected

closely with the left lobe of the liver.

The post-mortem shows the liver to be a small

one. It is hard, and presents that appearance of

congestion which is spoken of as so-called nut-

meg liver. But the most interesting point about

it is the presence of a deposit which is believed

to be pus. It is true that to speak positively

upon this point, it would be necessary to examine

it with the microscope, (which there has not

been time to do) as it is barely possible that the

oily yellow masses are really encephaloidin char-

acter. Yet the appearance is here so utterly

unlike that usually met with in encephaloid

or cancerous liver, which is almost invariably a

liver of large size with hard nodules, that there

is no hesitation in pronouncing the specimen

not to be cancerous, but an abscess of the liver

of that peculiar form in which the pus has become

almost concrete. There is nothing like a large

abscess anywhere. This diffused abscess of the

liver is very rare in its occurrence.

On examining the intestine it is found that

the whole of the large intestine is the seat of

small thickened superficial ulcers. The small

intestine is heavily congested, but not ulcerated

nor thickened. The disease is almost entirely

limited to the larger bowel. The kidneys are

slightly granular. There is a very small mass of

tubercle at the apex of one lung, but the lungs

may be pronounced to be good specimens of

healthy lung structure, not even congested,

rather ansemic than otherwise.

What was the cause of death here? What
the explanation of these pathological specimens?

Looking back on the history of the case, and
viewing it in connection with the evidence which
the post mortem affords, there can be little hesi-

tation in admitting that this is one of those cases

in which abscess of the liver follows chronic di-

arrhoea or dysentery. The occurrence of this

has been long mentioned by authors, particularly

those writers who have seen much of abscess of

the liver and of dysentery in the East Indies.

There both the army surgeons and civil practi-

tioners have long taught that a connection exists

between intestinal affections and hepatic dis-

ease. But it has not been so very long since

we have learned to trace that connection a little

more closely than the broad fact just mentioned

indicates. On fine dissection, it has been found

that the venous radicals take up little particles of

disintegrating texture in the intestines, which
particles, finding their way through the portal

circulation into the liver, become imbedded in

the structure of that organ, and thus lead to

secondary small abscesses. In other words, the

occurrence of abscess of the liver, of the peculiar

form here represented in its most typical man-
ner, namely, small abscesses here and there, me-

tastatical, as they were formerly called, is really

due to the establishment of foci of inflammation

by the plugging up of some of the venous radi-

cals in the liver with matter which has found its

way from the inflamed and swollen intestines.

This, then, is one of the dangers of chronic diar-

rhoea and dysentery. Moreover, a knowledge of

this furnishes an explanation in cases of diar-

rhoea and dysentery in which obscure hepatic

symptoms exist with irregular chills. Such chills

should not of necessity be connected with mala-

rial disease, but the possibility be borne in mind

of their being really of pyemic origin.

As regards the diagnostic points of the case,

when a swelling is found in the hepatic region
which is hard and nodulated, it is generally can-
cerous. But when that swelling decreases un-
der observation, when, moreover, there exists a
marked history of intestinal trouble, then the
supposition of metastatic abscesses will be much
more likely to be correct than that of cancer.
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Another point of interest in this case is the

explanation of the peculiar kind of diarrhoea and

of waste that has latterly been so marked. This

is found in the state of the mesenteric glands.

These glands have undergone a complete fatty

degeneration. They were incapable of perform-

ing their function, no healthy chyle could there

be elaborated, as the gland structure was almost

destroyed. Hence the food, of course, passed

undigested from the alimentary canal. An anal-

ogy to this condition is found in the diarrhoea

so frequent in children with marasmus, but in

adults this state is of rare occurrence.

The post mortem of this case has been of inte

rest, partly as showing clearly the connection of

dysentery with liver affections, and partly as

giving a clear insight into the cause of the diar-

rhoea in which the food was not properly di-

gested.

Medical Societies.

MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA.

On January 27th, the new Hall of the Medical

Society of the District of Columbia was dedicated

with appropriate ceremonies. The hall, which

has just been completed, is located on the south

side of F street, west of Tenth street, and is one

of the finest in the city of Washington. The build-

in * is three stories high, with a handsome pressed-

brick front. The first story embraces two very

fine stores, with large glass-windows: and the

third story is divided into lodging rooms, con-

necting only with the adjoining building on the

corner of Tenth street.

A large number of persons were present, and

several interesting addresses delivered.

Dr. AVm. P. Johnston said: The objects of the

Society in creating this building were six:

1. The advancement of Medical Science.

2. The cultivation of a taste for Medical Lit-

erature.

3. The establishment of more social and fra-

ternal feeling among its members.

4. The promotion of that strict morality which

our vocation inculcates, and the development of

that exemplary and high-toned professional char-

acter to which the medical man should ever seek

to attain.

5. The establishment, under the direction of

this Society, of a Dispensary for the city of

Washington.

6. The accomplishment of the great end for

which the medical art is cultivated, which is to

secure in the best possible way the interest of the

public, by raising the standard of medical learn-

ing, and by cultivating those graces and orna*

ments which render the medical man most ac-

ceptable and useful in his relations to the public.

Dr. J. M. Toner, Librarian of the Society,

delivered an excellent address, urging the claims

of the library upon the attention of persons pre-

sent, and gave a number of statistics of the

medical libraries in our country.

OTSEGO CO. (X. Y.) MEDICAL SOCIETY.

The semi-annual meeting of the Otsego County

Medical Society was held at Schenevus on the

19th of January, Dr. Cook, President.

Dr. Ball exhibited a case of septic poisoning,

followed by necrosis of the left fore-finger; and

amputation being generally advised, he removed

the same, the patient having been first placed

under the influence of ether.

Dr. Lathrop moved that hereafter, at such

intervals as may be deemed advisable, this So-

ciety shall cause to be used a bulletin, to embrace

only matters of a local character and interest

relating to the profession and practice of medi-

cine; and that the first number be published

before the next semi-annual meeting. After a

full discussion, the motion was unanimously

adopted.

The Society then adjourned to meet at Coopers-

town on the third Tuesday in July next, after-

noon and evening. Thereupon the Schenevus

band honored the occasion by a serenade, per-

forming several pieces in a style that did great

credit to so recent an organization. At the close

of this the Society 11 changed base" to the house

of Dr. Houghton, where, after grace by the

venerable Dr. Drake, they fell to in a way to

convince the incredulous that handling the knife

was a part of the business they well understood.

Horace Lathrop, Secretary.

A Milk Diet in Disease.

M. Leclerc and Professor Hirtz of Stras-

bourg have endeavored to study accurately the

use of an exclusively milk dietary in disease.

The quantity of milk calculated for an adult is

four pints daily. It should be examined as to

quality. Milk is an aliment of easy and rapid

digestion, which leaves little residue, favoring

diuresis. This regime, strictly followed, has ren-

dered great services, especially in organic affec-

tions, ulceration, of the digestive tube, hypertro-

phy of the heart, and dropsies.
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Chloroform v. Ether.

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal,

September 3d, 1868, contains the following dis-

cussion before the Middlesex, Massachusetts,

North District Medical Society, which, consider-

ing the locality, is quite suggestive.

Dr. Burnham, of Lowell, read a paper on

Chloroform, its advantages over Ether as an

Ancesihetic. He showed that chloroform is safer

and is attended with none of the baneful after

results which often follow the use of ether, such

as insanity, epilepsy, convulsions, etc. He cited

cases in his own practice which seemed to fully

substantiate his assertion. He condemned the

use of a mixture of chloroform and ether, and

the alternate administration of the two anaesthe-

tics as being fraught with more danger than

either alone. He said the disadvantages of ether

were;—1st, that it causes violent struggling,

often requiring three or four strong men to hold

a delicate female
;
2d, that it produces a copious

secretion of mucus from the lungs and bronchiae,

rendering it necessary to wait for the patient to

free his lungs and thereby avoid impending

death from asphyxia ;
3d, that it is a powerful

stimulant and causes congestion of the brain,

which is liable to eventuate in apoplexia or pa-

ralysis; 4th, that it requires a much longer time

to produce anaesthesia, and the patient's sleep is

more disturbed and much less tranquil than

that occasioned by chloroform; and, finally, that

it gives origin to subsequent attacks of insanity,

epilepsy and other spasmodic affections. Chloro-

form, he said, is free from the above objections,

and, if properly adminiserted, is devoid of danger.

His method of giving chloroform is to place a

folded linen handkerchief in the bottom of a

common bowl, pour upon it a fluid drachm of the

anaesthetic, invert the bowl over the patient's

face, keeping the handkerchief away from the

nose and mouth by means of two fingers inserted

within the bowl. The patient should be brought

rapidly under the influence of chloroform, and

the bowl should not be taken from the face until

anaesthesia is produced, except to renew the

chloroform; generally from one to three fluid

drachms will be required to bring about anaes-

thesia. This state may be known by the snoring

of the patient as in natural sleep ; then the bowl

should be taken entirely away from the patient's

face, and the proposed operation commenced. It

is more necessary to watch the respiration of the

patient than his pulse, and to be very careful

and not allow him to inhale enough to bring on
the stertorous breathing of apoplexia instead of

the snoring of natural sleep. None but a physi-

cian should be allowed to administer chloroform

for any protracted operation, and he should

know how to give it properly. Never trust a

student with the administration of it, for he will

become interested in the operation, neglect his

duty, and allow the patient to become fatally

narcotized.

Dr. Dow, of Westford, stated that while in the

Western Army during the late war, he had given

chloroform and seen it given in numerous in-

stances, but had never seen any ill effects attend-

ing its use. He said the Western surgeons had

a theory that Western men bore it better than

Eastern.

Dr. Spalding, of Lowell, said he was in the

habit of giving chloroform and ether alternately

in the same case.

Dr. M. Gr. Parker, of Lowell, said he ordinarily

used a mixture of one part chloroform and two
parts ether.

Dr. Smith, of Lowell, thought that it would be

safer to give chloroform and ether in the atomized

state, as the proper intermixture of air would
thus be insured.

Dr. Bass, of Lowell, stated that he considered

chloroform equally as safe as ether and greatly

to be preferred in practice. The violent strug-

gling which ether so often occasions is a great

objection to its use, necessitating the presence

of several assistants to keep the patient in subg

jection.

Dr. Gilmast, of Lowell, remarked that he had
generally used ether alone, or a mixture of it

with chloroform, and he had found that it

was best not to use much constraining force in

those cases that come under the influence of

ether with difficulty, for the violence of their

struggles is almost always increased by any
effort made to restrain them. Most refractory

cases will become calm if the ether is taken

away a few moments, and on resuming it will

take it kindly and pass under its influence

without further trouble. He mentioned a case

which seemed to show that a continued use of

ether will cause insanity. While on duty at a

General Hospital in Washington, he made the

acquaintance of a surgeon who had acquired the

habit of inhaling ether for its exhilarating effect,

and who finally became insane, and was taken

to an asylum.
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Dr. Burnham said,- in answer to a question,

that there were patients who, on account of

idiosyncrasy or disease, will bear ether who will

not chloroform, and vice versa, and there were

some cases in which neither should be used, but

for the generality of cases chloroform is to be

preferred to all known aneesthetics.

Bisulphide of Carbon as a Kemedy for Headache.

In a communication to the British Medical

Journal, (June 13th), Dr. George Kenxion, of

Harrogate, calls attention to a very simple rem-

edy in many kinds of headache, viz., the Bisul-

phide of Carbon. He says:

"Its mode of application is no less simple. A
small quantity of the solution, (about two

drachms), is poured upon cotton wool, with which

a small, wide-mouthed, glass-stoppered bottle is

half-filled. This, of course, absorbs the fluid;

and, when the remedy has to be used, the mouth

of the bottle is to be applied closely (so that

none of the volatile vapor may escape) to the

temple, or behind the ear, or as near as possible

to the seat of pain ; and so held for from three

to five or six minutes. After it has been applied

for a minute or two, a sensation is felt as if

several leeches were biting the part; and, after

the lapse of two, three, or four minutes more,

the smarting and pain become rather severe, but

subside almost immediately after the removal of

the bottle. It is very seldom that any redness

of the skin is produced. The effect of this ap-

plication, as I have said, is generally immediate.

It may be applied, if necessary, three or four

times in the day.

The class of headaches in which this remedy

is chiefly useful, is that which may be grouped

under the wide term of ' nervous.' Thus neu-

ralgic headache, periodic headache, hysterical

headache, and even many kinds of dyspeptic

headache, are almost invariably relieved by it

;

and, although the relief of a symptom is a very

different affair, of course, from the removal of its

cause, yet no one who has witnessed, (and who
of us has not seen?) the agony and distress

occasioned by severe and repeated headache, but

must rejoice in having the power of affording

relief in so prompt and simple a manner.

As regards the modus operandi of this remedy,

it is difficult, perhaps, to form a certain opinion:

but I am disposed to attribute it to the seda-

ative effect of the vapor of the bisulphide, ab-

sorbed through the skin, and acting upon

the superficial nerves of the part to which

it is applied. The remarks of M. Delpech,

{Annates d'Hygiene Jan. 1863,) point out very

clearly the remarkable prostration of the whole

nervous system produced in workmen, who, in

certain manufactures, are exposed to the vapor

arising from a solution of the bisulphide of car-

bon ; and we can readily understand that a

somewhat similar effect, upon a small scale, may
be produced by the application of this vapor to a

limited portion of the surface."

Stil'ingia in Syphilis.

Dr. J. C. M'Mechan, Cincinnati, Ohio, con-

tributes the following to the Western Journal of
Medicine.

"In the American Medical Recorder for April,

1828, (vol. xiii., page 312,) Dr. Simons recom-

mended the use of stillingia in secondary syphi-

lis, in place of mercury. This article, at the

time, attracted considerable notice, and the drug

came into popular use. Doctors Lopez and Frost

also wrote in favor of its use, and confirmed the

views of Simons in regard to its efficacy in syph-

ilis.

For the past few years, owing to some unac-

countable reason, it has been seldom prescribed.

"We have used the drug in a certain form of

syphilis, and with the finest results, and have

seen Dr. Dawson, Surgeon to the Cincinnati

Hospital, prescribe it frequently, with the most

marked effect, when other remedies had failed.

The form of syphilis in which it is most useful,

is secondary, where the symptoms of tertiary are

just beginning to manifest themselves, but it is

also useful later in the tertiary form, in combi-

nation with iodide of potassium.

In secondary syphilis, in broken down sub-

jects, mercury is, of course, objectionable, and if

administered, cannot be carried to the point

where it would have a marked effect upon the

syphilis eruption. If mercury cannot be adminis-

tered, there are but few remedies left to prescribe,

and the principal ones, perhaps, are sarsaparilla,

and iodide of potassium. The latter remedy is

very good in the tertiary form, but in the secon-

dary, it has been found almost inert, having but

very little, if any, effect upon the eruption. Sar-

saparilla, at one time, had quite a reputation,

and it was thought next to impossible for a patient

to recover without its administration. It is now
seldom administered, except for its moral effect,

unless outside of the regular profession. Now,

in primary, we have iodide of mercury, (and in

healthy subjects it is the proper remedy in secon-

dary), and in tertiary, the iodide of potassium.

But here is a vacancy. "What is the remedy in

secondary when the patient is broken down in

health, or when mercury has been used without
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effect? There is but one remedy in the materia

medica that can fill the vacancy properly, and

that one is stillingia. For broken down patients

with the syphilitic eruption, to patients on whom
mercury has had no effect, and to patients in

whom the bones have become affected and the

secondary manifestations still continue, let this

remedy be given."

Assafoetida Suppositories.

In the American Journal of Pharmacy for Sep-

tember, 1868, is a paper by J. B. Moore, con-

taining the following valuable practical matter.

Suppositories of assafoetida are very difficult

to prepare, owing to the resin of the fresh drug

not being miscible with melted butter of cacao.

This has proved an almost insuperable obstacle

to their successful manufacture. It being utterly

impossible, by any of the usual means, to retain

it in intimate mixture with the cacao butter, in

the liquid state, long enough to pour into the

moulds, the resinous portion would separate and

obstinately adhere to the bottom of the vessel,

notwithstanding the most careful and varied

manipulation.

To prepare assafoetida suppositories of medium
strength:

R. Assafoetidas purificatee, giif.*

Liquoris potassas, gtt. xxij.

01. theobromse, gv.

Rub the liq. potassae in a mortar with the pu-

rified assafoetida, until well and smoothly mixed,

then gradually add the batter of cacao in small

portions at a time, and incorporate thoroughly

until about one-half is added; then add the re-

mainder, which may not be so carefully mixed

;

then proceed to prepare one dozen suppositories

in accordance with directions given in the wri-

ter's essay upon suppositories, on page 225 in

May number of the Journal of Pharmacy . They

should be cast in moulds of 35 grs. (cacao butter)

capacity.

As thus prepared, each of these suppositories

contains, when the whole process has been care-

fully and skilfully managed, the entire active

properties of fifteen grains of assafoetida, and

are beautiful and elegant in appearance. Sup-

positories of almost any desired strength, from

one to twenty-five or thirty grains, can be made
with the greatest facility by the above process.

The use of liq. potassse in the foregoing pro-

cess I consider entirely unobjectionable, as it is

in too minute a quantity to produce the slightest

irritation, and being wholly saponified—if not

* Purified by solution in alcohol, etc. Assafoetida in

tears may be used instead.

2

entirely so by the resin and volatile oil, it is by
the fatty acids of the butter of cacao. I should

think its tendency would be beneficial, rather

than otherwise, by increasing the solubility of

the resin, and rendering it more easy of absorp-

tion; consequently promoting the activity of the

drug.

As far as I can learn, druggists generally, who
have a demand for suppositories of assafoetida,

are in the habit of preparing them from the pow-

dered drug, to avoid the trouble encountered in

using the fresh tears. Powdered assafoetida

must be almost, if not entirely inert, when ad-

ministered in this form, being nearly, if not

quite devoid of volatile oil, and the resin in a

state unfavorable to absorption.

Singular Case of Lactation by an Old Woman.
Dr. Wm. A. Gillespie, of Louisa county, Vir-

ginia, communicates the following case to the

Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, of August

20th.

"Mrs. Arnett, a widow from Tennessee, aged

about 60, came to Virginia with her youngest

daughter, to get a legacy left her by her father's

will. The daughter, about 30 years of age, was

unhealthy, of a sallow, waxy complexion, with

an enormously enlarged spleen. Soon after

coming to Virginia, the daughter married a

young man named Crocket, became pregnant,

in due time was delivered of a small, feeble child,

and in about two months died. Her mother,

Mrs. A., a robust, healthy woman for her age,

took the child and tried to raise it by feeding.

The child's bowels became disordered; shp could

not procure a wet nurse, and I advised her, as

she bad large full breasts, to apply the child to

her nipples, telling her I thought milk would

come, and nourish the child, and that I had read

a similar case. She followed my advice perse-

veringly, and to her astonishment, a plentiful

supply of milk was secreted. She nourished

the child in this way until it was nearly two

years old ; it became strong and healthy, when

she removed back to Tennessee, with the child."

Treatment of Hysteria at Rudolf Hospital.
Vienna.

Suphate of aniline has been, used for this

disease in the female, and in a case of pain of

lower extremities which could not be traced to

a particular cause, with the effect of producing

cure.

Four grains were given daily in powder, and

the patients were cured in a few days. Wiener

Med, Presse, No. 37, 1868.
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4@- Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and

Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence,

News, etc. etc., of general medical interest, are respect-
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Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

4®=* To insure publication, articles must be practical,

brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

We particularly value tbepractical experience of coun-

try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfully belongs to the profession.

MEDICAL MATTERS IN SYRIA.

Dr. Henry S. West, of Bingbampton, N. Y.,

who for the last ten years has been physician to

the Syrian mission, recently returned on a visit

to his native town, and was there the recipient

of the hospitable attentions of the Binghampton

Academy of Medicine.

The centre of his professional practice abroad

has been at Sivaa. This city, anciently called

Sebastia, and supposed to have been the resi-

dence of Mithridates, King of Pontus, is about

459 miles to the south-east of Constantinople; in

Asia Minor. It is situated on a broad plain

through which the river anciently called Halys,

now named Kuzzle TJrmak, or Red river, takes

its way to the Black Sea. As its elevation above

the level of the sea is some 4000 feet, its climate

is quite cool and salubrious. In towns in the

elevated regions like Sivas the people are robust

and ruddy. In those of the lower and hotter

regions, miasm is rife, and the peculiar sallow

complexion and feeble organization are the

result. Scrofula is exceedingly common where

miasm prevails. This no doubt is increasing

very much in many towns by the intermarriage

of scrofulous families. In Tocat, for example,

affections belonging to this family of diseases

have increased within the last decade. Hun-
dreds, probably thousands, go to their graves

annually there from consumption and other tu-

bercular affections. The population of the city

is both deteriorating and diminishing from this

cause. Dr. West had a large experience in the

treatment of miasmatic disease, and found qui-

nine the sheet anchor on which he could rely.

Dr. West also gave a classification of diseases,

his treatment of them, etc., referring to fevers as

endemic in Asia; to small-pox as almost uni-

versal ; to measles, that are very severe ; to diph-

theria, which he had not heard of there; to the

ravages of cholera; to inflammatory diseases, as

not differing from what we find them here ; to

cutaneous diseases, as very common ; and to a

peculiar skin disease known as the Aleppo

button, or as the natives call it " year sore/'

from its duration. Its cause was evidently at-

mospheric.

Midwifery in Asia, Dr. West said, is in the

hands of ignorant women. Oriental physicians

are never consulted in such case. Prolapsus uteri

and similar troubles are rarely heard of. Of the

native practitioners, he spoke as follows:

The native medical practitioners of Asia Minor

are generally without education. They are

mostly Armenians and Greeks. Their profession

descends from father to son, like most of the

trades and occupations of the land. They have

their drug shops in the market, which they keep

well supplied from Constantinople. Many of

our drugs are indigenous there, as opium, hyos-

cyamus, conium, rhubarb, cherry, laurel, castor

oil bean, etc. Many of the physicians have a

large practice and accumulate wealth. They are

mostly routine practitioners, dealing largely in

blood-letting, emetics, and purgatives for all

forms of disease. They however recognize the

regular profession as the standard, and are glad

to call on me to prescribe for their patients, at

the request of the latter, and they are generally

ready to follow my advice. There are no systems

of quackery in the East as in this favored land.

The people, however, have been in the habit

of resorting much to various charms, incantations

and prayers to remove disease. They have the idea

that insanity, convulsions and most forms of
nervous disorders are caused by possessions of
evil spirits, for the removal of which they have
generally been in the habit of resorting to their

ecclesiastics, who are supposed to be able to ex-

orcise the demons by their prayers.

A GOOD MOVE.
The physicians of Millville, New Jersey, have

adopted the following sensible resolutions, which

we should like to see universally held:

"1. That when the patient has received the
last visit, the Physician shall leave his bill.

2. That we have employed a collector, and if

the bill remains unsatisfied ninety days, it will

be placed in his hands for settlement.

3. That the said collector shall not retain the
account more than six months, when, if unsatis-

fied, it shall go into the hands of a Justice of the
Peace, and if not liquidated in three months, the
person's name for whom the bill was made,
shall be placed on a Black List, of which each
Physician shall have a copy. (A person's name
on the black list cannot receive our professional

services unless all arrears are paid, or by an
order from an overseer of the poor.)" r
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Notes and Comments.

Medical Matters in Indiana.

The Western Journal of Medicine makes the

following remarks on medical changes proposed

in Indiana.

" Three bills, in which the medical profession

are especially interested, are now pending in the

Indiana Legislature, The first is entitled i An
Act to protect the citizens of Indiana from Em-
piricism, and elevate the standing of the Medical

Profession.' This act has passed its second read-

ing, and probably will become a law, so far as

legislative action is concerned, (though we hope
not, unless some material alterations are made,)

before this number of the Journal reaches its

readers. It makes it 'unlawful for any person

who has not attended two fall courses of instruc-

tion and graduated at some school of medicine,

in the United States or some foreign country, or

cannot produce a certificate from a State or

County Medical Society, and is not a person of

good moral character, to practice medicine in

any of its departments, for reward or compensa-
tion, for any sick person in the State of Indiana;
provided, that in all cases where any person has
been continuously engaged in the practice of medi-
cine for a period of ten years or more, he shall

be considered to have complied with this act,

and that when persons have been in continuous
practice of medicine for five years or more, they
shall be allowed two years in which to comply
with such provision.' The second section of this

act recounts the penalties for its violation—not
less than fifty dollars, nor more than one hun-
dred dollars for the first transgression, and for

the second, thirty days in jail, besides the fine;

and in no case can any fee for professional ser-

vices, rendered by the offender, be collected, and
concludes by stating that dentists are exempt
from the action of this law.

" The other two bills to which we refer, are
one in reference to the establishment of a medi-
cal department of the State University, and the
other for the registration of medical practitioners

in each county auditor's office every year, a fee

being paid by every one thus registered, (he at

the same time specifying the school to which he
belongs), these fees to be distributed to the dif-

ferent county medical societies. This last bill

was prepared by our friend Dr. Hibberd, and we
hope he will give in the next number of the
Journal some details as to it."

137

Surgeons on Kailways.

An arrangement has been completed on the

Philadelphia and Erie Railroad which does credit

to the humanity of its management. It is the

appointment of a corps of surgeons along its line,

under the direction of a surgeon-in-chief, who
appoints an assistant in every town along the

line in which the services of a surgeon may be

required.

The object is to secure to any employee of the

road who may be injured, the best of surgical

treatment, and also to have a thorough organiza-

tion to be called on in case of an accident on the

road. The best surgeons along the line have

been appointed by the chief, Dr. H. A. Spencer,

of Erie, Pa.

The Value of a Medical Diploma.

Qualified assistants are still, we presume, says

the Brit. Med. Journal, articles of very cheap

attainment, for we observed recently two adver-

tisements for qualified assistants to dispense,

visit, and attend midwifery, at the rate of £50

per annum, in-doors. These are just the wages

of a good London footman. It is not uncommon

to see many such advertisements 5 and with such,

prospects as these before them, it is difficult to

understanl"*the number of educated men, who
at the age of 17, already having spent some

hundreds on their education, are preparing to

spend from £500 to £1000 more, and to pass

four years in acquiring the knowledge which

shall entitle them to seek, by advertisement, an
!" in-door situation, with midwifery and dispens-

ing, at £50 a year." Nothing can show moie

conclusively how wretchedly underpaid and over-

stocked is our professson, than that it should be

necessary to offer such terms, and that many
should be found willing to accept them. At any

rate, we think that parents and guardians, who
are about to commit their charges to such a fu-

ture, should pause and scan our advertising col-

umns, the records of boards of guardians, and

of the Medical Benevolent Fund, before they

take the final step. The medical profession is

overstocked and underpaid.

The Therapeutic Effects of Lupuiine.

M. M£hu finds that the resin of hop, in the

dose of twenty to thirty grains, produces often an

intense headache; sometimes nausea, and even

slight vertigo; and always a state of insensi-

bility, lasting several hours, but without halluci-

nations such as haschish causes. Each time he

has found a subsequent and notable increase of

appetite.

NOTES AND COMMENTS.
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Correspondence.

DOMESTIC.

Eclampsia Puerperarum.

Editors Medical and Surgical Reporter:

I cannot refrain from presenting an item of

reference containing a synopsis of my own views

in regard to this subject. Those cases placed on

record in your Reporter, as related by Drs.

Blackwell and Klingelhceffer in connection

with many others that are, and that are not,

before the public are sufficient in my belief to

put the profession at large on their guard against

tampering with human life, especially to the

inconsistent tune of homoeopathic do-little mea-

sures. My opinion is that human lives are as

valuable to-day as ever, and that in conditions

like the above, favorable for, and apparently

demanding it, full and efficient depletion with a

broad shouldered lancet should be resorted to,

notwithstanding the current ideas and admoni-

tions of a few timid novelty writers. Let our

mode of practice be based upon, and spring out

of the long familiar and successful experience of

sound theorists, and then if we meet with a

desire to amend, reconstruct or what-not, we
have a foundation laid from whence to proceed

with due composure, feeling and knowing that

we are justified in striving (not neglecting) to

save lives that are precious indeed.

A paralell case now occurs to my mind which

happened in my then immediate neighborhood,

and which I will insert by way of illustration.

Mrs. G. S., of V., 111., in the month of April,

1867, a brief period prior to her anticipated con-

finement, was seized with and exhibited all the

symptoms of eclampsia puerperarum.

Three physicians were called in attendance,

when the ansesthetic and hypnotic agents were
used freely, both alternately and simultaneously,

but all to no effect whatever. The wife of the

Rev. J. D. Smith, a lady possessed of good com-
mon sense, being present, and witnessing the ill

effects of the above measures, as persevered in,

together with the appearance of the patient,

gave it as her decided opinion that a good blood-

letting was actually necessary; but nay, you
could not befog the minds of those sages, and
the result was that death introduced itself and
tranquilized the scene. The child was still-born

during a paroxysm.

In conclusion, I will present within the limits

of brevity another case not materially unlike the
one just given, but which terminated with differ-

1

ent results, consequent, as I believe, upon rational

treatment.

In the month of December, 1867. I was sum-

moned to visit a lady, who, as the messenger

stated, was " having fits." Upon arrival there,

I ascertained that but a few hours previous she

had given birth to a child, and that a true type

of puerperal convulsions was obviously charac-

terized, of which she had undergone a series of

nearly thirty in number. Therefore, immedi-

ately upon examination, I opened the median

cephalic vein, taking one and a half pounds of

blood at once, with a determination of repeti-

tion if necessary, but after two additional parox-

ysms of much less intensity, a permanency of

cessation was plainly marked, and therefrom

consciousness gradually returned with rapid im-

provement, until my services were no longer

required.

Finally, I entertain the idea that in all cases

requiring it, phlebotomy should be practised,

whether in puerperal convulsions, apoplexy, or

pneumonitis. I could, were it not for intruding

upon your valuable columns, produce a grand

array of testimony all confirmatory of favoring

the above measures, and with complete and sat-

isfactory success. But without my further giv-

ing the whys and wherefores, as I believe reason

itself will in every instance, if allowed to act at

the proper time. Therefore, I consider myself

under the protection of the excused for the pre-

sent. Geo. H. Vance, M.D.

Oneida, 111., Jan. 29, 1869.

Curious Monster.

Editors Medical and Surgical Reporter:

I do not wish to encumber the pages of your

valuable journal with matter that would not be

interesting or instructive to its patrons, but the

following case seems so singular, so unusual, to

me, a young practitioner, that I fain would de-

scribe it, though in humble language. A year

or more ago, my partner, of Menard Co., was

called to attend a middle aged lady, in her first

confinement, who by the time of his arrival had

been delivered of the child-curiosity, of which I

write.

There were several anatomical changes in the

babe, the most striking and peculiar being a

natural chignon, of modern style, on the back of

the head, composed of the cerebrum, developed

outside the posterior fontanelle, and enclosed by

the pericranium; the part covering the tumor

was clothed with a luxuriant growth of hair,

and was constricted at the neck, precisely like

the waterfalls worne by the belles of the present
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day. On the feet were six toes, and protruding

through an opening at the side of the umbilicus

were the small intestines; the stomach, colon

and rectum remaining in their natural positions.

Dr. Roberts (my partner) and I procured the

little curiosity, and conveyed it to Springfield,

111 , for the inspection of the profession there,

and the decision of the majority of medical men
who saw the specimen, was that the superior

hemispheres of the brain, as also the small intes-

tines, were formed and developed externally.

E. D. Thomas, M.D.
Greenview, III.

Prolapsus Uteri.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter:

A somewhat singular case of prolapsus uteri

came under my treatment which will perhaps be

well enough to give in detail. A lady, set. 60

years, who had followed weaving in a hand loom

for some 16 years, called upon me last spring to

be examined. She had been for the past 12

years laboring, as she supposed, and her physi-

cian had informed her, under a disease of the

bladder. I made examination per speculum and

found the uterus lying just within the labia

interna, with the fundus resting on the left side

and bent laterally, the cervix much enlarged and

elongated with a patch of ulcers upon the supe-

rior portion of the os, describing the upper half

from which exuded a sanguineous muco purulent

discharge, emitting a disagreeable saline fetid

odor, also that portion of the cervix that lay

against the bladder was in a highly imflamed

state, producing a constant desire to miturate.

"When voiding urine she would experience

severe pain in the neck of the bladder with a

burning sensation. I also found a vascular

tumor the size of a garden pea just beneath the

meatus urinarius. After completing my explora-

tion then came the modus operandi ; first I intro-

duced a small sound into the urethra to detect

stricture, but found none. I then introduced a

catheter and drew nearly a pint of urine, which

was highly colored and showed a calculus

deposit. This gave marked relief, and I then pro-

ceeded to raise the uterus slightly and disengage

it from the bladder
; then took a small thin piece

of sponge saturated with a solution of acetate

of lead, and placed it between the uterus and

bladder. This done, I penciled the os with

nitrate of silver once a day for four days, until I

broke down the ulcerative process, and after the

cauterized part had sloughed a healthy surface

made its appearance. Next I made a solu-

tion of permanganate potash, grs. x., water

^vi., and used as a mash to the os and vagina, this

I continued for eight days, when I deemed the

irritation sufficiently allayed to replace the

uterus, which I succeeded in doing without much

difficulty. I held the same in situ with a sponge

saturated with a solution of acetate of lead, re-

moving and cleansing same every day for two

weeks; at same time gave internally fluid ext.

helonia, fluid ext. caulophyl., fluid ext. cypriped,

aa ^j. Dose, teaspoonful three times a day,

and in three months the patient, to use her

expression, felt like a girl of 18 years. The

vascular tumor I removed with curved scissors,

but strange to say the difficulty of the bladder

never returned after using the catheter.

J. P. Marsh, M. D.

Hanover, Wis.

Chlorate of Potash in Abortion.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter :

Having some year or so ago noticed in some

journal (I think the Journal of Med. and Surg.,

Philadelphia) that to chlorate potash, was attri-

buted the surprising property of preventing

abortion. I resolved to test its efficacy the first

opportunity. Fortunately had not long to wait.

Mr. M., called to see me in regard to his wife

;

he told me she had advanced seven and a-half

months in pregnancy, and from her complaints

he thought she would have premature confine-

ment, further stating to me that she had at two

previous pregnancies aborted at seven and a-half

months. I enjoined perfect rest, and prescribed

chlorate potash three grains four times per day.

I did not have any more complaints from her

until she had completed her gestation. She was

delivered of a fine "big" boy, which is now

living and doing well.

Case 2d. Mrs. S. had progressed two and

a-half months in her gestation, when I was

called in haste, found that she had all the symp-

toms of labor, but no rupturing of the membrane

had taken place yet; prescribed chlorate potash,

three grains four times per day, with the addi-

tion of one-eigbth grain morphia sulphatis. She

told me she had aborted three times, at two and

a half months, and feared the same result this

time. But since that time (which is two weeks)

she has been doing well and attending to her

domestic duties.

Two other cases I could mention with similar

results, but deem it not necessary.

J. S. Lewis, M. D.

Farmington, Penna., Feb. 1st, 1869.
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Meteorological Observations.

ElDTOBS OP THE MEDICAL AND SURG. REPORTER :

Meteorological observations taken at Cape Dis-

appointment, W. T. ; three observations daily, of

Thermometer and Hygrometer, viz., at 7 A. M.,

2 and 9 P. M. Situation, north entrance of

Columbia River, Washington Territory; in lat.

46° 16 / 32" N.; long. 124° 02' W W. Alt.

of Barometer, 30 ft.

Daily. Daily. Rain*.
18^4. Ther Mean. Hygro. Mean. Inches.

July 60 71 55.16 .53

August 64.09 61.12 .37

September 63.59 60.26 4.98

October 58/3 56.79 1.72

November 55.57 55.10 10.30

December 47.29 , 46.95 10.00

1865.

January 42.89 41.35 10.20

February 41.34 40.
c
6 4.37

March 41.64 40.77 13.55

April 49 76 46.10 3.60

May 57.71 54.25 3.40

June 60.94 58.50 1.86

July 63.63 61.80 ],20

August 62 23 60.11 1 85

September 58.68 57 23 8.*5

October 53.56 52.16 3.70

November 49.43 48.86 13.90

December No observations. 11.10

January inst. to 25tb, no observa's, 4.80

1866.

June 59.54 55.33 5.65

July 62.47 5812 0.79

August 60.67 58.44 2 78

September 58.90 57.01 75

October 53.25 52.26 7.12

November 50.78 49.43 19 07

December 47.43 44.25 16.12

1867.

January 4?.62 41 00 12.14

February 41.25 39.80 12.19

March 40.17 3811 1.96

April 49.46 47.54 5.32

May 55.99 52.
r 8 0i93

June 58 88 56.11 3.40

July 63.67 60.76 7.90

August 59.93 58.17 0.50

September 59.51 57.00 3.90

October 53 54 52.23 1 3.80

November 50.35 48.16 11 50

December 45.34 43.76 18.20

1868.

January 34 35 33.42 4.50

February 43.80 43.07 4.50

March 46.67 45.02 13 50

^PrU 51.13 49.13 8.30
May 56.21 5? 80 4.20

June 5784 55 57 4 60
July 61.94 58.S3 0.00
August 59.76 57.48 0.00

September 56.48 54.18 0.40

October 54.12 52.15 6.1Q
November 51.07 49.21 10 40
December 49.09 47.33 8.90

Rain-fall for 50 months, as shown above, 319.70

inches, or 6.394 inches fall per month, or 76.728

inches per year; but, as a general thing, this all

falls in nine months, as very little rain falls in

the months of July, August, and September, as

a usual thing. The greatest fall of rain was in

November, 1866, 19.07 inches. "Medico."

News and Miscellany.

Hypodermic Injection and Blisters.—In

order to avoid the pain produced by blisters, M.
Bricheteau gives a hypodermic injection of

morphia at the moment of applying the blister.

_ The Medico Forensic Society of New
York held its first regular meeting on the even-
ing of the 3d inst., at the residence of Dr. Beach,
No. 142 West Twelfth Street. The subject taken
up for debate was, "Whether the will made by a
man a few days previous to his committing sui-

cide, was valid?" The debate was very interest-

ing, there being much difference of opinion be-

tween the gentlemen present. No conclusion
was arrived at, the subject going over to a future

meeting.

r Notice* inserted in this column gratis, and are solicited
from all narts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolu-
tions of Societies at ten cents per line, ten words to the line.]

MAEEIED.

Douguss—Picon.—Jan. 24. 1869. Dr. C. E. Douerla-sp,

of Con tahleviUe, Lewis co.. N. Y., and M;,=s Esther B*-
con, only daushter of David Bacon, Esq., of Leyden, N. T.
Goodabo—Palver.—In New Orleans, Jan 26. 1569. by

the R*v. Mr. Hedges, at Christ Church. Wm. E. Goddsrd,
of Philadelphia, and Emilie, youngest daughter of Dr.
Palmer, of St. Jame«, Louisiana.

Mengumery—McDonald —Nov. 2L 18*8, hv Rev. J.
W. Hamilton, R. E. MengMmery, M. n., and Miss M. M.
McDonald, both of Washington co., Pa.

DIED.

Barnette —At Opei'Va, Ala,, Jan. 20, 1869, Mrs. Bell
Barnette, wife of Dr. J. B. Barnette.

Curtiss.—Feb 3. after a lingering illness, Dr. John G.
Curtiss, of Jersey City,

Gtbbo\s.— A tWilmington, Del., Jan. 30, Rebecca, wid rw
of Dr. William Gibbons, late of that place, ased 83 years.

Mrs. Gibbons was, we believe, the mother of Dr Henry
Gtbbons, Sen., and grandmother of Dr. Henry Gibbons,

Jr., both of fan Francisco, and editors of the Pacific

Medical and Surgical Journal.

Ludwig —Tn Boston, Mass., Dec. 27, "Warren Ludwig,
M.D., aged 56.

METEOROLOGY.
January, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29. 30, 31.

Wind

Weather.

N.W.
Clear-

N. W.
Clear

8 W
Cl'dy!

\T.W.
Clear.

N. E.
Cl'dy
Rain.

W.
Clear-

N. W.
Clear.

Depth Rain- 8-10

Thermometer.
Minimum
At 8, A M
At 12, M
At 3, P. M

oqc

43
39
36

36 50

8°

19
29
29
21.25

10°

28
38
39
28.T5

16°

34
47
45
35.50

94°

35
49
55
40.75

38°

50
58
58
51.

26°

39
40
39
33 50

Barometer.
At 12. M 29.6 30. 29.9 29.8 29-9 29.5 29.8

Germantawn. Pa B. J. Leedom.



HEGEMAN'S GENUINE COD-LXVEH OIL.
Our Cod-Liver Oil is warranted pure Newfoundland Oil. It has stood the test of twenty years' experience, anS

©an be relied on in every particular. Its superiority over that prepared on our own seashore is shown by the numer-
ous cures performed by it when the inferior oils had been tried without effect- We make no claim to any secret
mode of concentration or cold pressing, Put warrant it pure 01. Morrhua of the U. S. P.

The most perfect Iron Tonic
Eegeman's Ferrated Elixir of Bark, or .Elixir of Calisaya Bark with Pyrophosphate

of Iron.
The FERRATED ELIXIR OF BARK is a pleasant cordial, possessing the valuable properties of Calisaya

Bark, deprived of its tannin and coloring matter, and contains eight grains of the Pyrophosphate op Iron in eac*L
fluid ounce; and in all cases where a mild and efficacious Iron Tonic is desired, will be found a most valuable pre-
paration. As a preventive to fever and ague, and as a tonic for patients recovering from fever or other sickness, ift

cannot be surpassed.
Directions.—For an adult, a dessertspoonful to a tablespoonful may be taken three times.a day, before meala.

Children in proportion to their age.

liegeman's Cordial Elixir of Calisaya Bark, (Peruvian Bark.)
The CALISAYA (or " King's Bark,") is the most valuable of the numerous varieties of the Peruvian Bark, and ia

the Elixir is combined with other ingredients that increase its efficacy, and at the same time overcome the intensity
of its bitterness, rendering it a most agreeable cordial.

For persons living in Fever and Ague Districts, it will be found invaluable as a preventive—half a wine glaes
taken night and morning, rendering the system much less subject to the unhealthy influence of the atmosphere.
<*S* Tne above preparations aresoid by Druggists throughout the United States.

Samples of the above preparations will befurnished on application.

675—600—eow.
HEGEMAN & CO., Chemists and Druggists, New York.

Particular attention is called to

the improved artificial Legs and

Arms; apparatus for Resection

shortened legs, ununited fracture

apparatus for the variations of

D.W.KOLBE
AfAA/t/FACri//?£J?or

Club-foot, bow-legs, knock-kneea

weak ankle ; spinal supporter

apparatus for disease and injuries

of hip-joints.

No. 15 SOUTH NINTH STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA,

SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS, APPARATUS, Etc.

J. H. GEMRIGr,

109 South Eighth Street, Philadelphia,
MANUFACTURER OF SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS,
Apparatus for Deformities, Splints, Bandages, etc., etc.,

in every variety.

Atomizers, Wales' Endoscope, Trusses, Ophthalmoscopes,
Laryngoscopes, of all kinds.

All goods warranted of the finest quality.

Refees to—
THE PROFESSORS IN THE MEDICAL COLLEGES

OF PHILADELPHIA, and to the profession gen-
erally.

692-643.

NEW ORLEANS

JOURNAL OF MEDICINE,
A Quarterly Consolidated from the

SOUTHERN JOURNAL OF THE MEDiCAL SCIENCES,

and the
NEW ORLEANS MEDfCAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

Edited by
Des. S. M. BEMISS and W. S. MITCHELL.

TERMS.
One *or>y, per annum, in advance $*.PQ
To Clubs of over Five, to one address, per volume... 5.00
With Richmond Medical Journal (monthly), 1 vear. 8.00
With St. Louis Reporter (semi-monthly), one year... S 00
Or the three for 10.00
Contributions of Essays, Reports of Cases, orReviews,

are respectfully solicited, and when the wish is expressed,
will be paid for at as hi?h rates as are allowed by similar
journals in this country.

Address W. S. MITOFELL, M. D., Prrp'r,
585.t,f.X. Look Box 390, New Orleans,



JUST PUBLISHED.
THE ANATOMyIc HISTOLOGY

OF THE HUMAN EYE.
BY A. METZ, M. D.,

Professor of Ophthalmology in Charity Hospital

Medical College, Cleveland, Ohio.

This work, of nearly 200 octavo pages, is issued in the

highest style of art, and is fully and beautifully Illus-

trated by
75 NEW ENGRAVINGS,

many of them from original drawings.

The work is adapted to the requirements of the medi-

cal student and the practising physician.

PRICE $2.50.
Sent by mail on receipt of the price.

Orders received at the office of the Medical and Sur-

gioal Reporter, Philadelphia, Pa. 597—t.f.X.

BURIN DU BUISSON'S
( Laureate of the Imperial Academy of Medicine in Pari*,)

LACTATE OF SODA AND MAGNESIA DIGESTIVE
LOZENGES.

do. do. do. WITH PEPSINE.

BURIN DU BUISSON'S FERRO-MANGANIC PRE-
PARATIONS, which obtained the approbation of the

Imperial Academy of Medicine in Paris :

BURIN DU BUISSON'S FERRO-MANGANTC POW-
DER, producing instantaneously ferruginous effervescing

W
BURIN DU BUISSON'S PILLS OF IODIDE OF

IRON AND MANGANESE—Inalterable, according to

Blancard's process, covered with a varnish of Tnlu.

Each pill contains five centigrammes of double Iodide

of Iron and Manganese.

BURIN DU BUISSON'S SUGAR-COATED PILLS
OF LACTATE OF IRON AND MANGANESE, a sub-

stitute for the pills of Lactate of Iron alone.

BURIN DU BUISSON'S PILLS OF CARBONATE
OF IRON AND MANGANESE, a substitute for the pills

according to Vallet's process.

The above are employed by Professors Hannon, Gen-
soul—Petrequin, against affections which resist the ordi-

nary preparations of iron.

Agents in Philadelphia,Agents m
Megsrjj< FRENCH, RICHARDS & CO.,

N. W. corner 10th and Market fets.

592-m. 643

CLIFTON II ALL,
A PRIVATE HOSPITAL

FOR MENTAL DISEASES.
This Institution is located within a few miles of the city

of Philadelphia. It is de igned to accommodate about
forty patients, twenty of each sex. The fact is now fully

recognized, by Psychological Physicians, that the less we
treat the insane as exceptional beings, by immuring them
in large hospitals, under strict discipline, and modes of

life, widely different from the social amenities of home,
the more likely is recovery to take place. Hence the ad-

vantage of small establishments, where the arrangements
are more homelike and familiar. It is the desire ot the
Superintendent of Clifton Hall to make it, in every re-

spect, A HOME FOR HIS GUESTS. The location is

beautiful and salubrious. The house, though possessing

all the safeguards and appliances of a public hospital, in

external appearance and internal arrangements, pre-
sents nothing to unfavorably impress its inmates. The
family of the Superintendent, and patients of both sexes,

take their meals at a common table, differing in no re-

spect from the tables of the educated classes in private

life. The Attendants are intelligent, respectful and at-

tentive.

REFERENCES : Samuel Henry Dickson, M.D., for-

merly of Charleston, South Carolina, now Professor of

Theory and Practice of Medicine in the Jefferson Medics!
College of Philadelphia. Drs. Jos. Parrish, Edw'd
Hartshorne, John Bell, J. B. Biddle, S. W. Butler;
also, John C. Mercer, M.D., Williamsburg. Va.

' R. A. OIVEN, M.D , Clifton Hall,
Kelleysville, Delaware County, Pennsylvania.

592-eow-643

BANKING'S SYSTEM
OF

MECHANICAL SUPPORTS.

No. 1. ABDOMINAL AND SPINAL PHOULDER-
BRACE. For general support. It is the base of the
rest.

.No. 2. SIMPLE ABDOMINAL BRACE. Not so effec-
tive as No. 1.

No. 3. BODY B ALANCE. (No abdominal support.)
ror erecting children and youth.
No. 4. PILE AND PROLAPSUS ANI BRACK
No. 5. PREGNANCY BRACE.
No. 6. BRACE TRUSS.
No 7. SPINAL PROP. (POSTERIOR CURVA-

TURE.)
No. 8. CENTRIPETAL SPINAL LEVER. (LATE-

RAL CURVATURE.)
No. 9. CURVED BALANCE AND No. 1 BRACE

COMBLNED. |j?or retroversion and flexion.

No. 10 STRAIGHT BALANCE *ND No. 1 BRACE
COMBINED.' For anteversion and flexion.

No. 11. HI^GE RING ELEVATOR AND No. 1
BRACE COMBINED. For procidentia.

No. 12. BIFURCATED ELEVATOR AND No. 1
BRACk COMBINED.
No. 13. VARICOCELE BRACE.

These adjuncts are now placed at the service of the pro-

fession, and may be procured of the undnr=igned at No.
11 St. Mark's Place (East Eighth Street), where a limited

number of patients will be received for treatment, or

through the office of the Medical and Surgical Repor-
ter.

PECULIAR PROPERTIES.
1st. They simultaneously support the abdomen, brace

the spine, extend the che»t, and erect the body, and thus

elevate visceral weight from the uterus.

Next. The uterus and appendages being thus relieved

of superincumbent burdens, the intra pelvic app'iances

(by a slight vertical support to the vaginal cul-de-sac only)

readily and comfortably correct uterine prolapsus, ver-

sions, or flexions, and this, without impinging upon a

diseased uterus, rectum, vagina, perineum, or vulva.

The whole action is that of an undulating vertical sup-

port, which at once elongates the vagina, contracts it

transversely, and leaves it and the perineum to regain

their normal tone under perfect rest.

Lastly. These external and internal results are not

gaimd by "
doing the work" of any part, but by resting

weak and overtaxed tissue, and encouraging and exciting

their inherent energies to action. This they do in so con-

cordant and physiological a way, as to render the protract-

ed use of the supports not requisite.

It is just to also add, that these adjuncts (which hava
cost a fortune and a whole life of study) are pronounced

by the suffering poor to be ultimately cheap, both as to

results and money, and though they have never been
publicly offered to the profession, they are already in ex-

tensive professional demand, both in the States and in

Europe.

For sweeping reports from Drs. Stephen Smith, John
H. Griscom, H. H. Roedel, D. B. Allen, and J. D. Robin-
son, see Philadelphia Med. and Surg. Reporter for

Sept. 25th, 1866, May 25th, Aug. 11th, and Nov. 9tb, 1867.

For a systematic analysis of these instruments, and of

the states to which they are adapted, consult Banning's
"Mechanical Pathology and Therapeutics."

E. P. BANNING, M. D.,

No. 11 St. Mark's Place,

(East Eighth StJ
611—eow. New York.
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DISTORTION OF THE LEG FROM A BADLY
UNITED FRACTURE—OPERATION AND
RESULTS.

By H. M. Lilly, M. D.,

Of Fond du Lac, Wis.

Richard M., aged about 57. Broke his right

leg four inches above the ankle-joint in August,

1867. In July, 1868, I was called upon to visit

him and operate upon his leg for the relief of dis-

tortion. The lower fragment of the tibia devia-

ted backwards and a little outwards thirty

degrees from a straight line. The fibula was

firmly united. The tib :a was not soldily united.

Firm pressure revealed a slight yielding at the

point of fracture. The patient was chloroformed

and a small incision made over the yielding

point in the tibia. " Brainard's drill" was then

carried down between the fragments and the cal-

lus was broken up by using the drill partly as a

lever. The fracture was oblique, and the drill

was also carried directly through the overlapping

ends of the fragments:—-one hole being drilled

through in this manner. It was impossible to

tell whether the fibula had been broken on a line

with the tibial fracture or above or below that

line. As it was perfectly solid it was thought to

be as well to drill and fracture it on a line with

the fracture of the tibia. A second puncture

was accordingly made through the soft parts

down to the fibula, and the bone was partially

drilled through at two points very near to each

other. I feared to carry the drill entirely through

on account of the proximity of the peroneal

artery. The tendon of achilles was now divided

subcutaneously for the double purpose of obvia-

ting the shortening of the tendon, consequent

upon the distortion, and of effectually preventing

all traction upon the posterior portion of the

lower fragments during the early stages of the

treatment of the fracture. With my hands I now

broke down the fibula by a sort of interstit
: al

fracture,—the bone not entirely separating at

the point drilled. The tibia readily yielded at

the point of original fracture. The limb was

brought straight and laid upon a board covered

by a blanket.

A second bag was laid upon each side of the

leg. On the anterior portion of the limb over

the point of fracture a sand bag was laid,—as

heavy as the patient could comfortably tolerate.

The inequalities behind the leg had been filled in

with compresses. The three punctures were

each closed with a strip of adhesive plaster. Two
long strips of adhesive plaster were also placed

on the sides of the foot commencing below the

malleoli and passing out respectively alongside

the big toe and the little toe. The projecting

ends were tied in a loop, and the plaster was

secured to the foot by a bandage around the foot

and ankle. A cord was fastened in the project-

ing loop of the plaster over the toes, and the

cord passed over a pulley secured in the top of

the foot-board of the bed. A weight was tied to

the distal end of the cord, sufficient to counter-

balance about three-fourths of the weight of the

foot. This contrivance was for the purpose of

obviating painful pressure upon the heel, and I

can recommend it to the profession as being a

contrivance that will effectually silence all com-

plaints from their patients about their heels in

all similar cases. This dressing having been

completed, I left the patient in the care of the

attending physician, with the understanding

that I was to re-visit the case in a week. At the

end of the week I found that the consecutive ii -

flammation had been rather severe, but no ill

consequences had supervened. The swelling

had mostly subsided, the punctures had nearly

healed, there having been only slight superficial

suppuration about the punctures over the tibia

and fibula. The limb was now carefully put up

in splints, and for additional safety secured in a

fracture box. Seven weeks after the operation

I received a letter from the attending physician

reporting that the patient had recovered with a

limb that was "perfectly straight and sound," a

result as much due to his own faithful care of

the case as to the party performing the opera-

tion.
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CASE OF POISONING WITH OPIUM.

By M. P. Barker, M. D.,

Of New Castle, Pa.

As belladonna and its alkaloid atropia, have

been experimented with considerably for several

years past, as an antidote to poisoning with

opium, I have thought that it might not he

inappropriate to add my testimony in its favor

by reporting the following case.

Some time ago, a lady patient of mine, aged

about forty-five years, consulted me about some

hepatic trouble, for which I gave her the following

prescription: R. Hyd. chlor. mite., ij. Pulv.

rhei., ^ss. M. ft chart ij. S. one every six hours-

The prescription was filled by a clerk who pro.

fessed to be an experienced druggist. Happen-

ing to call at the drug store about two hours

after I had written the prescription, he remarked

to me, " that was a pretty large dose of opium

you gave that lady." I replied that I had not

prescribed opium. He examined the prescrip-

tion, and found that he had made a mistake. I

sent him as speedily as possible to see if she had

taken it, but when he got there he ascertained

that she had taken it nearly an hour before. As
soon as he reported to me, I visited her as soon

as possible, and found her getting sleepy,

pupils contracted, etc.

I immediately gave her a large dose of sulph.

zinc, which produced free emesis. I then com-

menced giving her fluid ext. belladonna, twenty

drops every half hour.

In the meantime I kept her walking around to

keep her awake. The pupils contracted down to

a mere point, and in about six hours the stupor

became so great that she could not be aroused.

I then resorted to galvanism, and applied it so

strong that I could not have held the wires for a

moment, but still she slept. This was continued

for some time, and until the pupils commenced to

dilate; from that time I gradually reduced the

quantity of belladonna, until the dilatation

reached the proper size, when I discontinued it,

feeling that she was safe, notwithstanding she

continued to sleep for six or eight hours after-

wards ; she made a speedy recovery. I gave her

in all one hundred and twenty drops of fluid ext.

belladonna.

I think two things are fairly deducible from

the above case, first, that we should have proper

safeguards to protect both people and physicians

from the carelessness of druggists, and inexpe-

rience of those who aspire to stand at the pre

scription stand, before they are competent. On
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this point I might add, that a man called at a

drug store; he found the store in charge of the

daughter of the druggist. He asked for some
powdered ipecac, as he wished to give his child

an emetic. She waited on him and gave him, as

he and she supposed, the article he called for;

he went home, administered a small do ; e, as it

did not vomit he gave a larger and s'ill larger

dose until he finally gave it a tablespoonful. Be-

coming alarmed he sent for me, but when I got

there it was in articulo mortis. I examined the

medicine and found it to be Dover's powder.

Second, that belladonna is an antidote to poi-

soning with opium when resorted to soon enough,

as I have no doubt my patient would have died

without it.

REPEATED DISLOCATION OF THE HEAD
OF THE HUMERUS.

By H. C. Allen, M.D.,

Of Benton, Mo.

In the Reporter of the second of January,

your correspondent, Dr. "M. H. D says he had

lately reduced a dislocation of the shouldfr-joint,

which had been dislocated three times before;

twice backward and upward, and once down-

ward into the axilla, and the fourth, the one

reduced by him, was in the axilla also; that the

last two dislocations were produced by simply

raising the arm suddenly. He then asks if there

is no apparatus which can be applied to the

shoulder, to prevent the dislocation again, espe-

cially downward.

There can be an apparatus made which will

hold the head of the humerus in its place

securely. I speak from experience. On the Gth

of August, 1867, I was called to see a Mr. W.,

in Washtenow county, Mich., where I then lived,

aged about sixty-five ; tall and of rather slender

frame, feeble constitution, of scrofulous and

tuberculous character, subject occasionally to
'

epileptiform spasms, or convulsions at night.

He had, about a week before calling me, one of

these attacks at night. After it passed off, he

complained of pain in the right shoulder, hut

not so much as to attract particular notice. The

next morning the pain was quite severe, the

shoulder quite badly swollen, and he had con-

siderable fever. He sent for Dr. G., my nearest

medical neighbor. The Doctor went to see him;

found him in a high fever; the shoulder very

much swollen all around, and very much con-

gested. The Doctor diagnosed rheumatism, and

prescribed accordingly, and with other things,

COMMUNICATIONS.
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the tincture of colchicum. He visited the patient

a few times, finding him in about the same con-

dition every time, and then became a little neg-

ligent, and I was sent for. I visited him imme-
diately. Found him very much distressed and
prostrated by the colchicum; shoulder very much
swollen and congested; fever not very high. I

supposed the case was that of rheumatism also;

and to meet the immediate necessities of the case,

produced by the colchicum, ordered morphine
and stimulants; by morning his condition was
much more satisfactory. Ordered nitrate, ace-

tate, and bicarbonate of potassa to be given. I

continued to visit him until the 14th of the

month, when he had gotten rid of all fever, was
able to be up most of the time, and had pretty

good appetite. The shoulder was still badly

swollen, but of nearly natural color. Oillered

the shoulder to be frequently rubbed with iodine

and turpentine linaments, and left him.

On the 8th of September he called at my office.

Upon exaniing his shoulder, which I did because

he could not use his hand or arm, only to a lim-

ited extent, I found the swelling entirely gone,

except a tumefaction just under and back of the

neck of the scapula.

The deltoid muscle appeared to have shrunk
entirely away. But upon a very slight examina-
tion by the taxis, the tumefaction proved to be
the head of the humerus, and therefore out of

its place.

He returned home with the understanding

that I would visit him the next day, with Dr. G.
to assist me, and reduce the dislocation, if pos-

sible. We went, according to promise, and with-

out the use of chloroform, which we dared not
give him, on account of the diseased condition of

his lungs, by traction and manipulation readily

reduced it, and bandaged and stayed it securely,

as we hoped, yet fearing that it might slip again,

as the head of the humerus did not fit up snugly
under the acromion process.

I visited him again two days after; found that

dislocation had taken place again. With the

assistance of two neighboring farmers, reduced
it again, and before we could do anything to-

wards fixing it, it slipped again. I reduced it,

and it slipped back twice more before I succeeded
in confining it to its place. I did so, however,

at last, and left him, first taking his measure for

a jacket. On arriving at home, I went to a

tailor's shop and had a pattern cut to fit the

measure. I took this to a harness hop, and had
two pieces of stout harness-leather cut,—a front

and back one, to fit around and over the right

shoulder; each piece extending only to the middle
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line of the body behind and before; had three

straps sewed on to the back piece, long enough
to go around the other side of the body, to the

front piece, on which three buckles were sewed

to ma-ch. The two pieces were sewed together,

leaving an arm-hole. On the back-side of the

arm-hole, and under the jacket, from the top of

the shoulder to the centre, under the axilla, was
sewed a firm leathern pad or roll, made to fit the

curve of the arm-hole; just behind the head of

the humerus, up to which the pad was made to

fit snugly, there was a strap, three-quarters of an

inch wide, sewed, and this was brought across

the head of the humerus, or a little below, diago-

nally downward in front, and there secured by

buckling; another was sewed on, about two and

a half inches below the first, back of the arm,

and brought diagonally across the arm upward,

and secured by a buckle.

The next day I took it down; found that dislo-

cation had occurred again; reduced it, and ap-

plied the jacket, by slipping the arm through

the arm hole, and then buckling the straps which

went around the body. This brought it up

snugly and tightly around the shoulder, and then

buckled the two straps across the arm near the

head of the humerus, and it was made fast; no

other apparatus was necessary. At first the

straps across the arm were made a little too

tight, which caused the wound to swell; but on

slackening them a whole or two, the circulation

was restored.

The jacket was worn for about six weeks, and

then entirely removed. The dislocation has not

occurred since, or had not up to the 20th of

September last, when I left that county and

State.

If your correspondent, "M. H. D.," will have

a similar jacket made, with his pad to extend

from the top of the arm-hole, behind, down and

around under the axilla, and half way up in

front, and cause his patient to wear it for one or

two months, until the ruptures made by the dis-

location are healed, and restored to their normal

condition, he will accomplish his purpose.

I will remark, that in our diagnosis of this

case, we were doubtless in error. That the case

was one of spontaneous dislocation from the

first, occurring during the convulsion which he

had at the beginning, and not rheumatism, as we

supposed.

There having been nothing done by the patient

to cause a dislocation, and nothing having hap-

pened to him, in the shape of shock, to give rise

to even a suspicion, that a dislocation had hap-

pened, and the shoulder being so much swollen
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as to conceal the tumefaction, which the head of

the humerus would cause in that form of disloca-

tion, and the whole shoulder being very much

congested, and the general fever with which the

patient was suffering, all tended to and led us

into the error of diagnosing rheumatism.

If we had had the least suspicion of a dislo-

cation, we should have resorted to measurement,

and would, at once, have discovered the truth.

For me it was a lesson, which will not soon

be forgotten; and I have been the more careful

to give the particulars of the case, that others

might be more guarded, if they should ever meet

with a similar case.

INSTRUMENTAL DIAGNOSIS.
By Philip S. Wales, M. D.,

SurgeoD, U. S. Navy.

(Continued from p. 128.)

VII. Instrumental Diagnosis op Diseases or

the Functions of Refraction and Accommo-
dation.

Having shown how the various sorts of fo-

cuses are formed, we are now prepared to un-

derstand how images are formed, for the image
of an object is nothing more than the aggregate

of images of its separate parts, and as the fo-

cuses where these little images are formed are

either real or virtual, so must their aggregate, or

the image of the whole object, be real or virtual

The media of the eye act in the same mannei
as lenses in the refraction of light, the chief of

which are the cornea and the'*- crystalline lens,

which have conjointly the action of a convex
lens. The media intervening between these

are so nearly alike in their indices of refrac-

tion, that little influence is exercised upon rays

of light after traversing them. The largest

amount of refraction is produced at the an-

terior surface of the cornea, from the great

difference in densities of the corneal tissue and
the air. The rays may then be practically sup-
posed to undergo little other deviation until they
arrive at the crystalline lens, where a further

convergence is effected, the emergent rays after-

ward passing unchanged in direction to the retina.

The refractive power of the normal cornea is such
that parallel rays would be focused five lines

behind the retina, but in passing through the

crystalline lens an additional degree of refrac-

tion is impressed upon the rays, by which they
find their focus immediately upon the inner sur-

face of the bacillary layer of the retina, and dis-

tinct vision is the consequence.

The refractive surfaces of the cornea and cry

talline are not spherical, but are sections of the

allipsoide, except the posterior face of the latter,

which represents a paraboloid curve. As the

axes of these geometrical figures are unequal,

the curvatures of their surfaces must also be

unequal, and, therefore, unequal refraction in

their different meridians result, and necessarily

dispersion circles be formed; though this does

actually occur, yet from the cutting off of the

peripheral rays by the contraction of the iris,

and the small central space of the lens through

which only the rays pass and are refracted, the

circles of dispersion are not sufficiently large to

interfere with distinct vision.

We have now examined into the first part of

the inquiry set afoot as to how the the crystal-

line lens and refractive media form images, and

we shall now enter the second part, as to the

nature of the processes for modifying the influ-

ence of these parts upon the rays, that the im-

ages formed by them may always be formed upon

the retina, whatever the distance of the objects

which form them. That the object is accom-

plished by the action of the ciliary muscle upon

the elastic lens, there can now, since the exact

observations of Cramer and Helmholtz, be no

doubt, but the exact mode in which it is done

is yet an open question. As we have already

shown, there is little difficulty, after a careful

examination of the optical constituent of the eye,

how the images are formed by the refractive

media, of which the principal are the surfaces of

the cornea and crystalline lens. The adjacent

structures through which the light passes being

so nearly alike in their indices of refraction,

that for all practical purposes the parts inter-

vening between these surfaces may be consid-

ered as homogeneous, and as transmitting the

light in almost straight lines.

This power which the eye possesses of clearly

distinguishing objects at different distances is

called the function of accommodation. It is a

physiological action by which the focal point is

changed in its position forward or backward, ac-

cording as the object is brought nearer or re-

moved farther from the eye. The extent to

which this function can be exercised is called

the range of accommodation, and is limited, on

the one hand, by the nearest point at which an

object can be distinctly seen (called the near

point of distinct vision, or punctum proximum,)

and on the other hand, by that remote point (the

far point of distinct vision, or punctual remotis-

sirnum,) at which objects are indistinct.

Cramer and Helmholtz have determined, by
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a series of beautiful and exact experiments, that

this power of altering the focal adjustment is due

exclusively to the action of the ciliary muscle

upon the elasticity of the lens, changing markedly

the curvature of its anterior surface, and to a

less degree that of its posterior face also. Fur-

ther research is yet required to determine exactly

how this action is exercised. It has been sup-

posed that the lens, in virtue of the elasticity of

its capsule, has the power of contracting its di-

ameters when the action of the ciliary muscle

has been exerted in stretching the choroid and

retina, and thus overcoming the influence of the

zonula, which is the supposed agent in keeping

the lens flattened out. Another explanation

suggests that the ciliary muscle and iris press

upon the border of the lens, relaxing the zonula,

and increasing thereby the anterior convexity.

But the share taken by the iris in accommoda-

tion must be inconsiderable, inasmuch as the

function has been found unimpaired in cases of

congenital defect of this muscle, or where it has

been accidentally torn away.

Although all the evidence tends to establish

that the ciliary muscle is the principal agent in

effecting accommodation, yet there are important

associated actions of the surrounding parts in

exercise, for the iris projects centrally, and is

retracted circumferentially, while the pupil eon-

tracts in viewing near objects, and thus cuts off

the peripheral rays, which require the greatest

degree of refraction. The simultaneous contrac-

tion of the two internal recti muscles brings the

axes of the two eyes in the most favorable posi-

tion for fixing objects of vision, and thus con-

cur with the function of accommodation.

The influence of the tonic contraction of the

ciliary muscle upon the convexity of the lens in

perfect relaxation of accommodation, is made evi-

dent by the influence of atropia, which completely

paralyzes the muscle, and reduces the crystalline

to that perfect passive state that it is a perfect

analogue with an ordinary lens, so that the ordi-

nary amount of refraction of a normally acting

eye is often greatly diminished, so that the far

point is then absolute, and more removed than

the apparent far point.

Micro-Chemistry: Metals in Drinking Water.

A late number of the Philosophical Magazine

contains a new method of measuring minute

traces of lead and other metals in drinking wa-

ter. It is capable of measuring units of metal

in 100,000,000 parts of water, and is the work of

Professor Wanklyn and Mr. Chapman.

A CASE OF LONG STANDING EPILEPSY,
CURED BY AN EXTENSIVE BURN.

By John C. Pearson, M. D
,

Of Ursa, Illinois.

In the month of January, 1864, I was called

on, in great haste, one bitterly cold morning

about day-break to go to see Joseph Garing, a

German, who had had an epileptic fit and fallen

in the fire, burning himself severely.

I found my patient in the most excruciating

agony. He had, upon arising in the morning
?

stirred up a large bed of live coals in an exten-

sive old-fashioned fire place and fallen into them

in a fit; and, bei^g alone in the room at the

time was dreadfully burned in the hands, arms,

face, neck, breast and head before assistance for-

tunately happened to come in.

I administered opium and stimulants freely, and

dressed the whole burnt surface with a liniment

composed of lime water and linseed oil. But
regarding the treatment I shall say but little, my
sole object in writing this communication being

to relate this result—the ultimate result after

recovery of the burn. Five weeks elapsed before

the entire burnt surface had healed, during

which time it was dressed daily. It suppurated

during this period most profusely, and the fetor

arising from it was almost insupportable—indeed

the stench arising from it was so great as to

cause some curious individuals, who came to see

it, to precipitately leave the house to
u heave up

Jonah" as one fellow expressed the act of vomi-

ting in not very refined language.

My patient, Joseph Garing, at that time about

forty years of age, had been the subject of epi-

leptic convulsions from early boyhood, rarely

going the lapse of two or three months without

the recurrence of a fit, and sometimes having one

every few days for a while. This was the case

anterior to the burning ; but since that great

and—as the sequel has proved—fortunate event

in his life, he has not, up to the present time, ex-

perienced the slightest symptom of an epileptic

spasm! Four years have passed away, and not

a single fit has returned, whereas prior to the re-

ception of the burn every few days would, some-

times, witness a hideous paroxysm of the dread-

ful disease.

Now of the reader I would ask the question,

what was it that caused this permanent cure of a

disease of thirty years standing or longer?

Evidently the burn in some way was the thera-

peutic agent, but what was the rationale of its

action ? Was the burn directly the cause of the
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cure by the shock it induced upon the system, or

indirectly the cause by the excessive and long

continued suppuration it produced? This was a

case of long standing, and one that had resisted

every mode of treatment brought to bear against

it, when, fortunately for the subject of it he fell

into the fire, burnt himself severely, and was

thereby permanently cured.

Anterior to my personal experience of this

case I had heard or read somewhere, I think

that a severe burn had been known to effect

a cure of epilepsy, but gave no credence to the

assertion. Now, however, I can say that the

case herein related has caused me to change

my opinion. The burn evidently and doubtless

was, in some way, the causerof the cessation of

paroxysms, for subsequently to its reception, my
patient has had no medication whatever.

In conclusion, I will state that prior to the re-

ceiving of the burn, Garing would occasionally

indulge in the free use of spirituous liquors,

which indulgence was invariably followed by a

severe epileptic fit, but now he can get as drunk

as Bacchus without the leas'; symptoms of any

such result. This fact he regards as the crucial

test, and is glad that he was burned.

Editorial Department,

Periscope,

Something about Diphtheritis.

By Dr. Buhl. Translated from the Garman by
Dr. Pflaum.

The writer speaks first about the difficulty of

the clinical diagnosis of diphtheritis. Not every

grey or yellowish spot visible on the structures

of the throat is of diphtheritic nature. Also sim-

ple catarrh produces yellowish or grey specks;

and these are also the most frequent, so that

when they are found, catarrh is oftener to be

suspected than diphtheritis. The other symp-
toms, viz., the want of a preceding cold, the sud-
den and immediate violent attack, the higher
temperature of the body, the accelerated pulse,

the want of appetite, the considerable prostra-

tion, the pain in the muscles, those of the lum-
bar spine especially, on the other hand, the in-

dolence, or at least the smaller amount of pain-
fulness of the affected cervical organs, want of
difficulty in swallowing, do give certain indica-

tions for the diagnosis of diphtheritis, but are

not reliable enough. Even when only tumefac-
tion or redness in the fauces is perceptible, the

writer does not think that the diagnosis can be

made correctly either way.

Nothing certain can be concluded from the

presence of plaques, regarding their color; but

form and situation are more essential. The ca-

tarrhal specks are more roundish, small, glisten-

ing, have not a sharp edge, are especially located

on the entrance to sacculated cavities of the ton-

sils, do, at the least, not project over them, but

are rarely situated on the arch of the palate, can

only be taken up with the pincette as little lumps

and not as membranes, and show, under the mi-

croscope, only mucous and pus corpuscles en-

farced in mucus. The parts surrounding the

specks are without any characteristic; they are,

in diphtheritis as well as in catarrh, tumefied,

red, and covered with tenacious mucus. The

whole catarrhal process is confined only to the

surface; it is indicated by an increased forma-

tion of mucus and pus, and neither the epithe-

lium nor the mucous tissue seem to be impinged

upon in any way.

Diphtheritis, on the other hand, evinces larger

specks and streaks, sharply denned, which are

located especially on the soft palate, the uvula,

and the tonsils, between the fundus of the

tongue and the epiglottis, on the back wrall of

the fauces, and in the nasal cavities, as also on

the root of the tongue, only of very little lustre,

and of scaly appearance; they can be taken up

only with difficulty, especially so on the first

day of their formation. They consist of pave-

ment epithelium of older and newer conforma-

tion, mixed with pus and. mucus, which epithe-

lium has entered into a special change, namely,

according to E. Wagner's experiments, the epi-

thelial cells first enlarge, and then in their indi-

vidual parts, as well as in their whole substance,

they enter into a kind of fibrinous change, which

goes on to the nucleus; in this change they pre-

sent a lucid, homogeneous, glistening network,

n which, here and there, some pus corpuscles

are visible. Finally, the nucleus also disap-

pears in the fibrinous metamorphose.

In cases where the author succeeded to take

up such epithelium, or where it was removed by

itself or in some other way, he observed beneath

it either the smooth, injected mucous membrane,

frequently broken through by hemorrhages or by

losses of its substance with bleeding caused by

the removal of the epithelium, which in their

turn generated yellowish specks. In such a case

there have remained parts of the mucous mem-
brane and blood corpuscles on the removed epi-

thelial membrane. The parts of the mucous

membrane show, examined with the microscope,
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a dense infiltration of small, seldom somewhat

oval, single nuclei, which are easily to be distin-

guished from the double nuclei of pus corpus-

cles.

But these characteristics are not always defined

enough for the admission of a diagnosis of the

diphtheritic specks against such of a different

kind, as their histological characteristic is very

often effaced by the fungus which always is pre-

sent in diphtheritis, invades and breaks through

the epithelial layer of the mucous membrane,
and, in the opinion of the writer, attributes a

great deal to the size, grey color, sharp contour,

the dim lustre, and the membranous structure of

the plaques, the elements of the fungi being so

small that they are very easily taken for the

nuclei of a tissue undergoing decay. But the

writer does not say whether the fungus is pecu-

liar in its kind and essential for the diphtheritis,

or whether it is the leptothrix buccalis, which is

commonly found in the mucus of the mouth.

If by the aid of the microscope nothing can be

found, and, in consequence, the diagnosis of the

yellow specks remains doubtful, the author lays

much stress upon that in diphtheritis, at least in

the severer cases, the cervical lymphatic glands

are enlarged and sometimes painful, and that

they generate oedema in the surrounding parts,

which symptoms are neither present in catarrh

or in croup.

Besides, there are cases in which the disease

does not attack the throat, but the lower part of

the larynx or the trachea, where the diagnosis is

impossible.

The writer is of the opinion that diphtheritis

is originally not a local affection, but a general

disease. According to him, the essential part of

the process is not confined to the epithelium,

but to the mucous m'embrane itself, which ap-

pears bloated and swollen, now darkly injected,

broken through by hemorrhages, then just the

contrary, pallid, bloodless, and very brittle. Fre-

quently, but not always, a necrotizing process is

at work on the mucous membrane. But this ne-

crosis is always preceded by a developing exu-

berant increase of the nuclei of the cystoid ele-

ments of the tissue of the mucous membrane,
which the nearer to the surface the more consid-

erable, and vice versa. Toward the surface, the

structure almost entirely consists of a densely

crowded mass of glistening, roundish, small,

single nuclei, between which hardly any fibres

of the mucous membrane can be distinguished.

Toward the deeper-seated parts and on the bor-

der of such masses, it looks more lucid, the nu-

clei stand more step-like together, gradually less

and less crowded, and more symmetrically ar-

ranged; it is perceptible that they are singly, or

from one to six in number, enveloped in some
protoplasm, the products of which, the writer

declares for cystoid bodies, whose origin from

connective tissue bodies cannot be recognized.

This exuberant increase of nuclei and cystoid

bodies of the connective tissue, and specially

of that of the mucous membrane, the writer

looks upon to be the essential and characteris-

tic of the diphtheritic affection, and denominates

it "diphtheritic infiltration." It is always pre-

sent in the infected mucous membrane, but is

also present in a great number of other mucous

membranes not infected with diphtheritic plaques,

a proof that diphtheritis is a general disease. It

also shows, histologically considered, the greatest

analogy with the infiltration of other infective

diseases, for example, of general syphilis. The

same is also to be found in the nerve sheaths of

those nerves paralyzed by diphtheritis, and .con-

sequently to be considered in the cause of the

different palsies.

From this general disease, characterized by

the diphtheritic infiltration, the writer wants to

part the local acute process connected with ne-

crosis, which he had also considered as diphthe-

ritis before the discovery of the diphtheritic

infiltration. He proposes to call it "acute cras-

tration (acute verschorfung)" or "acute tissue

necrosis."

Good and Bad Teeth.

In one of the scientific almanacs of Great

Britain for this year, we find the following arti-

cle.

The best advice to those who wish to preserve

a sound set of teeth to old age (a most important

aid to general health) is that they should be

carefully brushed and thoroughly cleaned after

every meal, and particularly on going to bed at

night—surely a far more reasonable practice than

rising, when the mouth should be fresh and sweet

in a healthy state, a luxury which we fancy is

but seldom enjoyed by the smoking and grog

drinking gentry of the present day.

Still, either for want of care, or perhaps some-

times in spite of care, toothache is to great num-

bers of people one of the most vexatious among

the minor scourges of life, and no diseasa of a

simple nature so completely mocks the efforts of

the profession and the quacks, and baffles all

their vaunted remedies and specifics. The art of

dentistry has of late made an immense stride by

the general introduction of nitrous oxide as an

anaesthetic. That this will prove successful ia
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relieving the hitherto frightful pain of tooth ex-

traction is, we believe, almost beyond a doubt, and

there seems every reason to believe that it will

prove a safe application as well as an effectual one.

Extraction, however, is not an advisable course

to pursue, except those which are, of course,

better out than in, and it is often practised in

cases which render it completely absurd. To

our damp and variable climate is doubtless due

much of the prevalent neuralgia of the country,

and a cold in the face, to which some people are

especially liable, is also to be traced to the same

cause. The homoeopathists, we believe, have

had considerable success in the treatment of

that form of the latter which is characterized by

soreness and inflammation, by the administration

of mercurius vivus, of course in dilution. Of

this, however, we know but little, but we are

confident of the value, in cases of every kind, of

the following dose in two pills, at least, as pre-

paratory to the cure

:

R. Pil. hydrarg., gr. v.

Pil. rhei co., gr. v.

Ext. beliadonnge, gr. 1-8.

In cases of colds in the face, the old fashioned

application of a "pepper plaster" has almost in-

variably a soothing effect, though its success is

unfortunately attended with but little profit to

the druggist. It consists merely of a piece of

brown paper almost as large as the cheek, soaked

in vinegar, and well sprinkled with pepper, se-

cured over the face during the night.

Neuralgia is to some extent independent of the

teeth, though where these are perfect, its visits

are not near so probable, nor so frequent. There

are two forms of this wearying complaint, which

are totally distinct, and yet which are frequently

confounded. One, and this is we are convinced

by far the most common, is the pain resulting

from some trifling cause, or perhaps directly

traceable to none, when the nervous system is

in a state of more or less complete prostration,

and when the manifestations of this debility are

chiefly in the facial extremities. In cases of this

kind opium and all its preparations should be

most carefully avoided, and a purely tonic treat-

ment is required. Quinine is not by any means
the best tonic we possess, and in these cases is

far inferior to iron—especially the sulphate. But
in neuralgia proper—that is, in its intermittent

form—quinine unquestionably ranks first, not,

be it understood, from its tonic virtue, which is,

as we have said, inferior to that of many other

medicines, but from its special property as an

anti-intermittent. In such cases as these, in-

deed, pure tonics—iron, for example—have little

or no effect, while next to quinine, arsenic is per-

haps the best remedy, and this has no tonic value

whatever. One or two drops of Fowler's solu-

tion given alternately with one or two grains

of quinine, at rather frequent intervals, is often

very efficacious, though we need not say that the

utmost care is necessary to guard against an over-

dose of such a poison as arsenic.

"We have made these remarks because we re-

gard the treatment of toothache and neuralgic

affections as a tolerably fair portion of a drug-

gist's practice at the counter. It is generally a

most extensive portion, and we need hardly say

that a man who can acquire the reputation of

being able to cure the toothache is a man who
must command esteem. The experience of an

intelligent chemist will be sure to have led him

to know much about these complaints, but it may
be that the hints we have thrown out above may
add an idea to some who wish to be as success-

ful as possible even in their transgressions of

etiquette, and while the writer deprecates most

strongly the unauthorized assumption of general

duties by those who have not dared, or at least,

have not chosen to submit their abilities to a fair

test, such as is prescribed by the law of the land,

but have relied on their own natural "unerring

instinct'
7 in the treatment of all sorts of diseases,

he is still slightly tempted to regard these minor

complaints somewhat as the public does—viz.,

fairly in the province of the chemist and drug-

gist.

In addition to the above remarks, we have

been favored with the following, from a practi-

cal dentist of great experience, and, though his

opinions somewhat conflict with our own in one

or two instances, we gladly insert them for the

sake of their presumptive value. First of all

a very important point to remember is that the

teeth should always be cleaned with warm or

tepid water, or, better still, with cool tea, the

tannin of which exerts its useful astringent pro-

perties on the gums. The rationale of this ob-

servation is that the enamel, being mechanically

brittle and usually warm, the sudden application

of cold water to this is very liable to cause it to

crack—a condition which is very frequently met

with.

Ileal cases of neuralgia are much more rare

than is generally supposed. A disease which is

frequently mistaken for it is what is technically

known as exostosis—that is, a particular granular

enlargement of the fangs. This state is usually

met with about the spring and fall of the year,

and is the occasion of the violent pains in the

nerve-centres, shooting from the temples to the
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neck, which are generally, like neuralgia proper,

intermittent in their attack. Sound and decayed

teeth are equally liable to this condition, and no-

thing but extraction or patience can be of any

effectual aid in removing such a disorder.

Inflammation of the periosteum is one of the

most general causes of toothache, and is a usual

consequence of cold. The periosteum is the fine

membrane covering the fangs of the teeth, is

highly organized, and is, therefore, exceedingly

sensitive. To abate this inflammation a small

dose of mercurial pill, with not more than the

eighth of a grain of extract of belladonna, should

be given night and morning. Warm fomenta-

tions ought to be frequently applied, and every

care taken to prevent the further influence of

cold. In many cases a leech on the gum will

will very readily relieve this form of toothache.

Speaking very exactly, toothache is an in-

flamed state of the central nerve of the tooth.

As a rule, it may be considered impossible for

this nerve, or the pulp of the tooth—that is, its

main portion—to become affected in this manner
until after the enamel has been partially or en-

tirely removed. The best application in such

cases is, after thoroughly cleansing the hollow

with a small piece of cotton, and afterward dis-

infecting with creosote, to plug with a pellet of

wool soaked in a saturated solution of gum ben-

zoin and tannin in chloroform. The well known
Bunter's Nervine appears to be something simi-

lar to this solution.

In the management of the teeth, too great

prominence cannot be given to perfect cleanli-

ness. All foreign particles should be carefully

removed after meals by the use of a tooth-brush,

tr, where this is not sufficient, a tooth-pick,

made of soft wood, is admissible ; but those formed

of metallic or other hard substances should be

avoided. A saponaceous tooth-powder is the

most serviceable, if any be employed. The den-

tist should be as conservative as possible; extrac-

tion is seldom necessary if he be skilled in his

art; exostosis and abscess at the fang being,

however, diseases which imperatively require

this to be resorted to.

or sixth. Digitalis, these authors think, acts

upon the febrile element, but not upon the rheu-

matismal element (whatever they maybe). It is

useless against relapses. In none of the cases

treated did cardiac or other complications occur.

Digitalis in Acute Kheumatism.

Digitalis has been employed in rheumatism by
M. Hirtz and M. Oulmont. Both agree that

under its use the pulse and temperature fall, the

former more rapidly. Ten to fifteen grains of

the powder in infusion were given every hour,

till sickness or purging occurred. Attacks of

acute rheumatism were ended usually on the

twelfth or fifteenth day; sometimes on the fifth

Development of Red Blood-corpuscles in the
Marrow.

Professor E. Neumann contributed an article

on this subject, at the meeting of the Konigsberg

Medical /Society, held October 13th, 1868.—

{Allegem. Med. Central-Ziitung, No. 99, 1868.)

The change of colorless into colored blood cor-

puscles, as a normal process, has hitherto only

been observed with certainty in the fcetal state;

nucleated, colored cells there appear in the blood

in the stage of transition.

With regard to the origin of red corpuscles

after birth, we have little beside the statements

of Koltjker, who found them in the stage of

transition in the system, its veins, and in hepatic

blood of new-born mammals; a few pathological

cases are also recorded. Yet it requires no argu-

ment to prove that the formation of red corpus-

cles must continue after birth, in order to meet

the wants of a growing body, to replace those

consumed in vital processes, and not infrequently

to supply the place of vast numbers lost by

haemorrhages. Neumann believes that his re-

searches enable him to point out an organ in

which the different steps of transition from white

to red corpuscles take place throughout the

whole of life, and he, therefore, regards it as the

true seat of the development of red blood-cor-

puscles. This organ consists of the bones, and

specially their marrow.

In that variety called "red marrow," we find

as principal constituent small cells, which resem-

ble lymph corpuscles, and are imbedded in a

mucid intercellular substance; they are entar-

gled in a reticulum, similar to that found in the

spleen and lymphatic glands, and, according to

different observers, they exhibit amoeboid con-

tractile movements, analogous to those of the

white blood-corpuscles, in cold as well as warm
blooded animals.

The capillaries of the red marrow are remarka-

ble from their number and diameter. Within

them a large quantity of colorless cells, and

nucleated colored cells may be found. The latter

are in abundance in youth, not so abundant in

old age, but even in an individual 80 years old

they were not found to be absent.

To explain the accumulation of the colorless

corpuscles we have two possibilities; either they

are thrown in by the arterial current, and there
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accumulate because of the diminished rapidity

of circulation in the "wider capillaries, or they

are marrow-cells which have immigrated into

the vessels from the medullary tissue.

In support of the latter theory, we find that

this accumulation is only to be observed in red

marrow, and not in the yellow or fatty variety,

thus pointing to the medullary tissue as the

source of supply
;
furthermore, it is very prob-

able that the marrow cells are continually being

developed, and that their increase would finally

lead to compression of the capillaries, if they

did not pass into those vessels, and thus find a

vent.

Prof. N., therefore, is of opinion that during

the whole life a continuous entrance of marrow-

cells into the blood takes place, and that these in;-

migrated cells change into colored cells in the

capillaries of the marrow. This metamorphosis

is completed within the bones, for we find only

fully developed blood-cells in the venous blood of
bones, as a ride.

In conclusion, Prof. N. remarks, that the slow-

ness of recovery from losses of blood in the case

of the aged, and in very fat individuals, is prob-

ably due to a want of reparative material, be-

cause in them the red marrow of the bones is, to

a great extent, displaced by fatty tissue; more-

over, he calls attention to the probability that

certain cases of anaemia are due to pathological

conditions of the bones.

Those diminutive creatures, the blood-corpus-

cles, may yet accomplish a revolution in our im-

perfect science. The Germans are besieging them
with a legion of microscopes, and it is to be

hoped, will succeed in discovering something of

practical importance. Any one who has practiced

physic for a few years, will surely join in the

prayer that the little light which appears to be

faintly struggling from that direction, may not

prove to be an ignis fatuus. A. A. H.

Prevention of Scarlatina.

Dr. Edwin M. Snow, of Providence, E. I., has

the following extremely judicious remarks in a

late monthly report.

"The best authorities do not consider scarla-

tina to be contagious. It undoubtedly spreads

through some epidemic influence independent of

contagion. It is possible that under some ex-

treme conditions of filth and want of ventilation,

it may be infectious, and particularly when ac-

companied by putrid sore throat. There is no

certain preventive known. Belladonna has had

this reputation to some extent; but extensive

experiments show that it cannot be relied upon.

He who shall discover the real cause of scarla-

tina, and a certain preventive for it, will merit

honor and reputation certainly equal to that of

the discoverer of vaccination.

" There is a tendency among physicians, at the

present time, to attribute many diseases to mic-

roscopic spores, or fungi, or animalculse. There

may be some reason for this, though when these

are found in the blood and secretions, it is by no

means certain whether they are the cause or the

effect of the disease. However this may be, it is

certain that carbolic acid will surely destroy all

microscopic life, whether animal or vegetable.

If, then, the cause of scarlatina is anything of

this description, and there is some reason to think

it may be, carbolic acid may be useful as a pre-

ventive. I have recommended it, and it has

been used to some extent in this city, with appa-

rently good results, in the disinfection of rooms

where scarlatina exists, and in preventing the

spread of the disease. But I am well aware of

the universal tendency, in relation to these sub-

jects, to jump at conclusions, and accept them as

true upon entirely insufficient evidence. I would

not, therefore, offer the experiments already tried

as of any value as proof; but would recommend

a trial of carbolic acid as a preventive of scar-

latina, on account of its well known properties

of destroying all microscopical, animal and vege-

table life. It is not simply a deodorizer, but is an

actual disinfectant, or destroyer of infection, and

is the best disinfectant known for general use.

"The best, and only preparation of it for gen-

eral practical use in the sick room, is the carbo-

late of lime, which is a dry powder of a bright

pink color. Let this be kept exposed in the

rooms where the children are sick, and in other

rooms if desired, in small quantities, just suffi-

cient to make the coal tar odor perceptible at all

times. A more agreeable odor of the acid may

be made by pouring the solution of the pure acid

on dry slaked lime, but this would be much more

expensive, and probably not as efficient.

"The carbolate of lime has been used in the

same manner, quite extensively, to mitigate the

severity of the spasms in hooping cough, and I

think the evidence is sufficient to show that it

has been found useful for this purpose."

Chlorosis.

Dr. C. H. Bauer, in Allgem. Wiener Med.

Zcitung, No. 33, 1868, recommends in the treat-

ment of this disease, above all other remedies,

the "saccharate of iron," prepared after the for-

mula of Kral. He says that it is more easily

assimilated, and does not derange the digestive
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organs, as most of the other chalybeates do ; the

carbonate of iron would also be a very good form

of administration if we could get it; but owing

to the instability of the combination, we hardly

ever get ferri. carb. when we prescribe the article

sold under that name. A peculiar effect of the

saccharate is its rapid production of animal

heat; the previously cold hands and feet soon

become warm, the lips and gums red, under

its use. A. A. H.

convalescence was established, by the use of pil.

hydrarg. every third night, and the use of nit.

potass, and soda bicarb, solution every three

•hours during the day time.

Ketention of Urine.

Dr. J. H. Curtis, of Kansas City, Mo., relates

the following singular case in the Chicago Med.

Examiner.

Kate H., 14 years of age, lives near Wyandott,

Kansas; brought to the office September 3, 1868;

has pale, sallow complexion; tongue pale, flabby,

and heavily coated
;
pulse regular, and not too

rapid ; abdomen but very little enlarged, and with-

out tympanitis, and without tenderness or pain.

But complains of some pain, with a curious feel-

ing in head; has never menstruated; bowels regu-

lar, but without any desire to micturate. There is

a very considerable increase of size about the pel

vie region, with a spreading of the hips like a

woman in the last stage of pregnancy, but with-

out any evidence of dropsical effusion, either in

the cavities or cellular tissues. Declares posi-

tively she has not voided a drop of urine for four

weeks and four days ; her statement is corrobora-

ted by her mother, who has been with her con-

stantly, watching her closely when she would go

out to stool, and asserts it has been absolutely

impossible for her to have passed any urine

without her knowing it; and for thirty-two days

not one drop of water had passed from her as

urine. Has been under treatment a number of

weeks from three or four doctors in their neigh-

borhood, but without any benefit; catheterism

having been tried twice without any result.

I gave her immediately fl. ex. hydrangea, gissi,

to be repeated every three hours, and to be fol

lowed in one and a-half hour with a powder of

calomel, grs. xx., to be repeated at the same in-

tervals after each dose of the hydrangea, until

the bowels should be well moved. In fourteen

hours after she had taken five doses of the fl. ex.

and "four powders, and before the bowels had

moved, after suffering the moat intense pain for

an hour previous, she passed three and a-half

quarts of very clear, colorless urine ; the bowels

were well moved in an hour or two afterwards,

and in six hours she again voided four quarts

more of the pellucid-looking water, by which she

was entirely relieved. In two weeks complete

Ligature of the Carotid Artery, with. Statistics
of the Operation.

By Br. A. Pilz. Translated from the German by Dr. M
PflLAUM.

The writer knows in all, from privato commu-
nications and from literature, 676 cases of liga-

ture of the arteria carotis communis, of which he

has the detail of about 586 (220 on account of

hemorrhage, 86 on account of aneurism, 139 on
account of tumors, 70 on occasion of extirpation

of tumors, 34 for relief of nervous suffering, and

37 executed according to Brasdor Wardrop)
53-100 recovered, 43-100 died, the result unknown
in 3-100. If the fatal cases attributable to inci-

dental occurrences or complications be deducted,

the number of deaths will be reduced to 38-100.

The greatest mortality followed those ligations

which were made on account of hemorrhage

(41-100 recovered, 56-100 died) and those made
after Brasdor Wardrop (31-100 recovered,

65 100 died) then follow those which were execu-

ted for the relief of aneurism and those involved

in the extirpation of tumors (63-100 recovered,

35-100 died); the most favorable result followed

those which were made for the relief of nervous

suffering. Ligatures on account of hemorrhage

caused by gun-shot wounds were followed by a

mortality of 49-100; by wounds with weapons of

war by a mortality of 74-100; by stab wounds of

62-100; by cut wounds, 44-100; by secondary

hemorrhage, 53-100; by hemorrhages from tu-

mors and from cauterization 65-100; by later

haemorrhages, 50 100. A consideration of the

age of those operated upon, shows that the

greatest number of convalescences occur between

the age of twenty and thirty, and after this gradu-

ally decreases. The dropping off of the ligature

took place mostly on the thirteenth and fourteenth

day. Now and then occurred mistakes in the

diagnosis, especially when the vertebral artery

was diseased. In no case was the vagus taken

up with the ligature, once the sympathetica.

The arteries had frequently to be religated on a

deeper seated place, once even three times,

simultaneously with the carotid
; also other large

vessels had to be ligated, viz., arteria anonym.,

subclav. vertebral, etc. Experiments performed

on animals (especially by Porta) have elicited

the innocuity of the closing up of one carotid

artery; and also the numerous cases in which the

carotis was obliterated, show that the closing up
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of this vessel in man can very well be compensa-

ted with. From 520 cases of deligation of the

carotis, of which the sequels are more accurately

given, occurred in 165 (32-100) severe cerebral,

symptoms, of which 91 (56-100) died; 50 (8-100)

were followed by paralysis and paresis: 38

(G-100) died in consequence of the operation
; 30

times both the carotids were li crated

.

From the preceding it is evident that the liga-

tion of the carotis is a dangerous operation, and

in consequence of it only recommendable in

extreme cases. Before this is resolved upon,

digital compression is to be tried. The cause of

the cerebral symptoms is to be looked for in the

arterial anaemia combined with venous hyperae-

inia, and the disturbance in the circulation of

the tissues, produced by the forming of the col-

lateral circulation. In consequence of this,

before the operation is resolved upon, it needs

always to be sure that the other carotis and the

subclavian be intact. It is certain, that the

deligation of the second carotis, if not too

speedily followed upon the ligation of the first,

is seldom attended with cerebral symptoms. In

case of a stab wound behind the ear, a lesion of

the vertebral artery is always to be suspected,

and by compression of the carotis has to be as-

certained the vascular district from which

the hemorrhage originates. Altogether objec-

tionable is the ligation of the carotis, when by

this procedure the cutting off of the nonrishiug

supply to a neoplasm is intended. In case of

orbital aneurism, which often occurs sponta-

neously, especially in the female sex, can a cure

be expected by the application of the ligature to

the carotis, after unsuccessful digital compres-

sion. For the cure of idiopathic epilepsy, the liga-

tion of the carotis ought never to be undertaken;

compression is in these cases of at least temporal

benefit. The ligation of the carotis on account of

tic douloureux is not inadmissible according to

the statistics of the operation in such cases, but

theoretically injudicious and not recommendable.

On the other hand is the Brasdor Wardrop
method of great merit in cases of fully recognized

aneurism of the arteria anonyma after an unsuc-

cessful trial of Valsalva's method.

convulsions, lividity of the countenance, stupor

arrest of the urinary secretion, etc. The em-

ployment of coffee sufficed to restore the child.

Danger of Giving Strong Doses of Camphor.

A case illustrating the above has recently been

brought under the notice of the Societe de Mede-

cine et de Pharmacie de Grenoble. An enema

consisting of five grammes of camphor dissolved

in the yolk of an egg, was given to a child three

years of age, suffering from typhoid fever. Symp-

toms of poisoning at once manifested themselves
;

Poisonous Dyes.

The following, from the pen of Mr. Wanklyv,
Professor of Chemistry in the London Institution,

is found in the British Medical Journal. The
danger arising from wearing next the skin arti-

cles of clothing impregnated with poisonous dyes

is a much graver matter, in comparison with

which all the risks run by persons who dye their

hair sink into insignificance. The brilliantly

colored socks, flannel shirts, etc., which are now
so very common, are a source of danger; for the

risk of absorption of poison from a shirt is in

itself much greater than the risk of absorption of

poison from the hair of the head, and the wearing

of colored shirts is an infinitely commoner thing

than the use of hair-dye is ever likely to become.

The coal-tar dyes, to which we are indebted

for the brilliant colors of the garments in ques-

tion, are poisonous. Magenta, the well-known

red dye—which is, moreover, the basis of beauti-

ful violets and blues, that are prepared from it by

well-known processes—is of arsenical origin. All

the magenta made at the present time, and, with

a very insignificant exception, all the magenta

which has ever been manufactured, is a product

of the action of arsenic acid on commercial

aniline. At first, and, indeed, even when tbe

manufacture had become largely developed, the

dye was sent into the market in a highly arsen'-

cal condition. In 1863 I examined beautiful

crystals of magenta, samples of the dye produced

by a very large continental firm, and found them

to contain something like twenty-five per cent, of

arsenic acid. Many tons of solid dye, such as

that which I analyzed, found their way into the

market. At the present time, it is unlikely that

much magenta of this quality is manufactured;

but it is in the highest degree improbable that any

magenta is quite free from arsenic, and more than

probable that some of the varieties which are

manufactured contain a very considerable quan-

tity. In fine, we are justified in regarding fab-

rics which are dyed with magenta as having

been more or less impregnated with arsenic. On
the other hand, it will be urged that there can

be no absorption of arsenic from a fabric dyed

with magenta, inasmuch as the arsenic is chemi-

cally combined with the dye-stuff, which, with

the fibre colored by it, constitutes an insoluble

compound, and is, therefore, out of the reach of

the process of absorption. Unfortunately, how-

ever, magenta fades, and is fugitive ; it is,*in fact,
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one of the least permanent of all the coal-tar

colors; and, as the organic part of the dye decays,

the arsenic will be set at liberty, and presented

in a form most suitable for absorption. In addi-

tion to the possibility of arsenical poisoning from

the employment of coal-tar colors, there are other

varieties of poisoning to be apprehended. The

organic part of these new dyes is unquestionably

more or less poisonous. One of the yellow dyes,

in particular, is said to be an irritant of a most

formidable character. On this subject, and with

the object of opening the eyes of the public, 1

cannot, perhaps, do better than quote what has

been said by a manufacturer when reproached

with the poisonous nature of his dyes: "They
are not more poisonous than arsenic/' As a set-

off against the fact that the dyes are powerfully

poisonous, must be placed the equally certain

fact, that the quantity of dye-stuff taken up by a

shirt is very small. Whilst deprecating any
degree of public excitement on this subject, I

would urge the necessity of having the whole

subject investigated. Possibly the result of in-

vestigation may be, that the risk of sock and

shirt-poisoning is small, something like the risk

of railway- travelling; possibly, however, there-

verse ; and possibly we may have to abandon the

use of the coal-tar dyes for the coloring of such

articles of clothing as are to be worn in immediate
contact with the skin.

Reviews and Book Notices.

NOTES ON* BOOKS.

It is a fact worthy of note that the new year

has so far, brought but one new medical periodi-

cal to our table—an evidence, we doubt not, of

the stringency of the times. The periodical is

the " Clinico-Pathological Reporter." Phoebus!

what a name! But then the—place?—town?

—

city?—Jefferson, Texas—that sends it forth, re-

joices in the possession of newspapers with such

euphonious titles as " The Jimplecute " and " The

Jeferson Kuklux! so that on the whole we
will not complain. The Reporter is a single

folio sheet and contains medical reports, chiefly,

so far* of local importance. We are glad to

observe in it the announcement of the formation

of a medical society. This, and the publication

of the paper, are both indications of progress.

We heartily wish both success.

Hance, Gripitii & Co., of this city, send us a

neat little pocket manual entitled u Physicians'

Medical Compend and Pharmaceutical Formula."
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It is compiled by Edward H. Hance. It con-

tains Preparations and Formulas, a list of the

materia medica, a classified list of medicines,

poisons and antidotes, and other tables of value.

T. S. Arthur, Son & Co., of this city, send us

the January, February and March numbers of a

very elegant addition to their list of serial publi-

cations. " Once a Month11
is neat typographi-

cally, neat in form and neat in contents. It is

made up of articles both original and selected,

the original very original, and the selected very

select. " While the lightness of a mere story-

magazine will be avoided, the editors will as care-

fully avoid the heaviness of political, financial

and polemic discussion. Fresh, racy, instructive,

curious, progressive and imaginative articles will

only be published." Once a Month is a 16mo

of 96 pages, double columns ; $2 a year in ad-

vance, $1.50 when taken with the Reporter.

Dr. Moorman is preparing a second edition of

his work on Mineral Springs. It will appear in

a month or two, and will have a number of addi-

tions and improvements.

A History of the Medical Department of the

University of Pennsylvania, from its founda-
tion in 1765. With Sketches of the Lives of

Deceased Professors. By Joseph Carson,
M. D., Professor of Materia Medica and Phar-
macy in the University of Pennsylvania, Mem-
ber of the American Philosophical Society,

etc. Philadelphia: Lindsay & Blakiston,
1869. Pp.257. Price, $3.00.

Many besides the alumni of the Medical De-

partment of the University of Pennsylvania will

welcome this book. It is an elaboration of Prof.

Carson's Centenary address in 1865, delivered

at the request of the Faculty as the opening

address of the course that year. The book is of

great interest and value, and is worthy of an

extended circulation, and will, without doubt,

find it among the numerous graduates of the old

University. We are sorry there are no embellish-

ments in the work, pictures of the old university

buildings, which will undoubtedly soon yield to

the march of time, and portraits of some, at

least, of the more prominent men in the history

of the institution.

A New York Advertisement.

"If you want a really unsophisticated family

pill, buy Dr. >'s Liver-Encouraging, Kid-

ney-Persuading Silent Perambulator, 27 in a

box. This pill is as mild as a pet lamb, and as

searching as a small-tooth comb. It don't go

fooling about, but attends strictly to business,

and is as certain as an alarum clock."
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PHILADELPHIA, FEBRUARY 20, 1869.

!. W. BUTLER, M. D., & D. G. BRINTON, M. D., Editors.

^* Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence,
News, etc. etc., of general medical interest, are respect-
fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as pa-
quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-
vation, will be liberally paid for.

To insure publication, articles must be practical,
brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully
prepared, so as to require little revision.

We particularly value the practical experience of coun-
try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-
mation that rightfully belongs to tho profession.

DUTIES ON DRUGS.
The following petition to Congress, to remove

the duty from foreign crude drugs, is a move in

the right direction, and ought to receive the cor-

dial support of the entire profession. We per-

ceive it is signed by many of the leading practi-

tioners and professors in Washington City, and,

we understand, has been favorably received, but
owing to a great pressure of other matters,

however, it is uncertain whether it passes both

Houses of Congress the present session. It has,

we understand, the support of the head of the

Treasury Department, Mr. McCclloch, and Mr.
D. A. Wells, Assistant Commissioner of Internal

Revenue.

It was brought before the House, and on Jan-
uary 22, 1869, was referred to the Committee on
Finance, and ordered to be printed. It is dated

Jan. 10, 1869, and reads :

Article. Present Duty.
Peruvian, Lima, Calisaya. and all

other cinchona barks 40 p ar cent

.

Rhubarb 50 cts. per lb.

Aloes 6 cts. per lb.

Jalap 50 cts. per lb.

Sarsaparilla 20 per cent.

Senna 20 per cent.

Squills . 12 cts. per lb.

Ipecacuanha 50 cts. per lb.

Gum guaicum 20 per cent.
Camphor 50 cts. per lb.

Assafoetida 20 per cer t.

Cantharides 50 cts. per lb.

Gamboge 10 cts. per lb.

Myrrh 20 per cent.
Hyoscyamus 20 percent.
Conium (leaves) 20 per cent.

Buchu (leaves) 40 per cent.

Cubebs 10 cts. per lb.

Colocynth 40 per cent.

Belladonna (leaves) 40 per cent.

It is not proposed, nor is it desirable, that the

duty on the foreign preparations of the above

drugs should be removed, such as solid and fluid

extracts, tinctures, pills, etc., as it is believed

this would only serve to stimulate still more

their adulteration by foreign dealers and manu-
facturers, and thus render it still more difficult

than at present to obtain genuine drugs and
medicines.

It is endorsed fully and strongly by Surgeon-

General J. K. Barnes. U. S. A., and Surgeon P.

J. Horwitz, Chief of Bureau of Medicine and

Surgery, U. S. N. We sincerely add our best

wishes to this meritorious petition.

THE MEDICAL LAW IN OHIO.
Our correspondent in Tuscarawas, Ohio, Dr.

Oppelt, sends us the following copy of the law

regulating the practice of medicine in Ohio.

H Section h Be it enacted by the General

Assembly of the State of Ohio, that it shall be

unlawful for any person within the limits of said

state, who has not attended two full courses of

instructions, and graduated at some school of

medicine, either of the United States or some

foreign country, or who cannot produce a cer-

tificate of qualification from some state or county

medical society, and is not a person of good

moral character, to practice medicine in any of

its departments for reward or compensation, or

attempt to practice medicine, or prescribe medi-

cine or medines, for reward or compensation, for

any sick person within the said sta'e of Ohio;

provided, that in all cases when any person has

been continuously engaged in the practice of

medicine for a period of ten years or more, he

shall be considered to have complied with the

provisions of this act, and that where persons

have been in continuous practice of medicine for

five years or more, they shall be allowed two

years to comply with such provisions.

" Section 2d. Any person living in the state of

Ohio, or any person coming into said state, who
shall practice medicine, or attempt to practice

medicine in any of its departments, or perform

or attempt to perform any surgical operations

upon any person within the limits of said state,

in violation of section 1 of this act, shall, upon

conviction thereof, be fined not less than fifty nor

more than one hundred dollars for such offence,

and upon conviction for a second violation of this

act, shall, in addition to the above fine, be im-

prisoned in the county jail in the county in

which said offence shall have been committed for*

the term of thirty days, and in no case wherein

this act shall have been violated, shall any person

so violating receive a compensation for services

rendered, provided that nothing herein contained
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shall in any way be construed to apply to any

person practising dentistry.

M Section Zd. This act shall take effect and be

in force, on and after the first day of October, of

1868."

Our correspondent justly remarks that this act

is deficient in several respects. It allows a man

who has practised medicine ten years without

any certificate of ability, to continue his busi-

ness, no matter how unfit. " 1 know a man,"

says Dr. 0., " who has practised ten years, that

was attending a woman in labor, whose pains

began to decrease in force, become frightened,

and take his pocket knife and thrust into the

child's cranium just above the eye; and while he

was getting a steelyard hook to hook it out the

pains increased and the hook was not needed.

He made the parents believe that the child could

never have been born if he had not used the

knife. The child is several years old, but blind

in one eye."

Such a case is a conspicuous example of the

astounding ignorance and brutality of some men

calling themselves doctors.

A MEDICAL MUSEUM AT3TD LIBRARY.
"We are glad to notice a movement on the part

of the Philadelphia County Medical Society, to

found a Museum and Library. The idea was

suggested in the address of the President, Dr.

W. L. Knight, and at the regular meeting on

the 10th inst., the following Committee was,

on motion of Dr. Atkinson, appointed to take

the subject into consideration: Drs. D. Francis

Condie, John Bell, St. Clair Ash, A. H. Fish,

and H. Lenox Hodge. We trust that the matter

will not be allowed to rest by the Committee,

but that it will take practical shape, and that

speedily. We would suggest a sub-committee

visiting New York, and witnessing the workings

of the Mott Memorial Library, and the Medical

Journal Association.

Recent French Researches.

Among the most important awards of the

Academy of France this year are a sum of £20
each to Dr. Legros D'Antressor, for his "Ke-

cherches sur le Traitement des Affections Scrofu-

laires et Tuberculeuses, et Sp6cialement de la

Phthisie Ganglionnaire Bronchique to Dr. J.

Besnier, for his "Recherches sur la Nosographie

et le Traitement du Cholera Epidemique, consid-

6re dans ses Formes et ses Accidents Secon-
dares;" to MM. Prevost and Cottard, for their
fi Etudes Physiologiques et Pathologiques sur
le Ramolissement Cerebral-/' to Dr. Larcher, for

his "Pathologie de la Protuberance Annulaire."

2

Notes and Comments,

THERAPEUTICAL BULLETIN".*

Compiled by Geo. H. Naphets, M. D.

This column will contain each week a collection of the

Recipes, remarkable for their novelty and elegance, now
in use by prominent practitioners, as recommended by
them in recent lectures at College and Hospital Clinics,

and at meetings of Medical Societies, in newly published
monographs and systematic treatise?, and in the current

medical periodicals of this country and Europe. It will

include formulae for hypodermic injections, for inhala-
tions, for rectal and vaginal suppositories, for ointments,

lotions, collyria, etc., etc.

The selection will be such that each prescription will

commend itself, both by its intrinsic merit?, and by the
authority of the name of the physician by whom origi-

nated or employed. It is designed to give only the latest

and best approved therapeutical expressions of the pro-

fession—to afford a periscope of the remedial measures
resorted to by eminent living physicians.

It is proposed, hereafter, to classify these formulas, and
issue them in book form.

We will commence by giving some

Anodynes Employed against Neuralgia.

Brown-S^quard.

R. Extracti belladonnse, gr. 1-6
" stramonii, gr. 1-5

" cannabisindic83.gr. 1-4
" aconiti, gr. 1-3

" opii, gr. 1-2
11 hyoscyami, gr. 3-4
" conii, gr. j.

GlycyrrhizEe pulvis, q. s.

For one pill.

According to circumstances, Brown-Seqttard

gives, without producing any great disturbance,

three, four, and even five pills in a day, and,

sometimes, in about eight or ten hours, for the

relief of neuralgic or other pains. There must

be, therefore, some influence exerted by some of

these substances upon the others, diminishing

their bad, and not their good effects.

Prof. S. D. Gross.

R. Quinse sulphatis, gr. ij.

Morphias sulphatis, gr. 1-20

Strychniae, gr. 1-30

Acidi arseniosi, gr. 1-20

Extracti aconiti, gr. 1-2

For one pill.

To be taken three or four times a day. Add
two grains of sulphate of iron, if the system be

anemic. This pill is useful in a great variety of

cases of neuralgia. Its effects should, of course,

be carefully watched.

* Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year

1869, by Geo. H. Napheys, M.D , in the Clerk's office of

the District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylva-

nia.

N. B. This copyright is not intended to prevent medi-

cal journals publishing these article?, but only their be-

ing issued in book form.
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Dr. J. M. Da Costa.

R. Potassii bromidi, gr. xx.

Succi conii, TI^ xxx.

Aquae cinnamomi, f.£ ij.

For one dose.

To be taken three times a day. Useful in epi-

leptiform neuralgia.

Hypodermic Injection.—Brown-Sequard.

R. Morphiae sulphatis, gr. 1-2—2-3

Atropine sulphatis, gr. 1-25

For one injection, in gtt. xxx. of distilled water.

The doses Brown-Sequard at first employed were

2 gr. of the sulphate of morphia to 1-60 gr. of

the sulphate of atropia. He now employs those

given above, the antagonistic effects of morphia

and atropia on the brain rendering it possible,

while securing the good effect against pain of the

two remedies, to use safely, or at least without

great or lasting cerebral or cardiac disturbance,

large doses of these narcotics.

Tilt states that the initial hypodermic dose

of morphia (used alone) for a woman should not

exceed £ gr. (the acetate is the salt he prefers)

;

and that of atropia should not exceed 1-100 gr.

In combination, £ gr. sulphate of morphia with

1-30 gr. of sulphate of atropia.

Ruppaner gives the minimum dose of morphia

as gr. I; the maximum, gr. f ; the minimum dose

of sulphate of atropia, gr. 1-60, the maximum,

gr. 1-30.

Hunter's (Dr. Chas., of London,) rule is never

to use in the first injection more than one- half

the stomachic dose for males, and not more than

a third for females.

Ointment.—Dr. J. M. Da Costa.

R. Aconitias, gr. 1-4—j.

Veratriae, gr. xv.

Glycerin ae, f. ^ij.

Cerati adipis, gvj. M.

To be rubbed in over the painful part, care being

taken to see that there is no abrasion of the skin.

Prof. Gross sometimes employs veratria oint-

ment in cases of neuralgia, of the strength of 3j.

Ointment.—Dr. Edw. John Tilt.

R. Atropiae sulphatis, gr. ij.

vel

Morphiae sulphatis, gr. x.

Glycerinae, f.gss.

Olei neroli, gtt. iv.

Ung. glyceriDae, |j. M.
To be rubbed into the skin twice a day.

Liniment.—Tilt.

R. Atropiae sulphatis, gr. iv.

Morphiae sulphatis, gr. viij.

Olei rosae, gtt. ij.

Alcohol, f.^ss.

Olei olivae, ad. f.5iv. M.
To be shaken before used.

Oil is better than glycerine as a constituent of

liniments. It is to be observed in writing for

the above prescriptions, that sulphate of atropia

is an expensive drug, but it is much more elegant

than the extract of belladonna in an ointment or

liniment.

Rectal Suppository.—Tilt.

R. Extracti opii, g1"-.]'-

" belladonnac, gr. 1-2

For one suppository.

To be made round, coated with cocoa butter,

and well introduced into the bowel with the fin-

ger at night. Either the opium or the bella-

donna may be replaced by ext. of hyoscyamus,

gr. iij. or ij.

[To be continued.]

Rheumatism.

Subacute and chronic rheumatism is most

happily influenced by the following combination :

R. Potass, iod., £ij.

Vin. colch. rad
,

f-3'j-

Tine, guaiac ammoniat., f.Jiij.

Ext. belladonnas, gr. iij.

Aquae cinnam., f
.
3 i

i
j . M.

Sig. A tablespoonful in water ter die.

The Brooklyn Central Dispensary.

We are glad to learn that this worthy charity

is doing a good work among the poor, but regret

to hear that it is in great need of funds to carry

on its beneficent operations in dispensing medi-

cines to the poor. Its work is done quietly and

noiselessly, and therefore does not attract much

public attention. It is charity thus dispensed

that is recorded in heaven. "Let not thy left

hand know what thy right hand doeth/' Every

dollar given to this Institution pays the giver

double. The Trustees and Physicians connected

with the Dispensary give their time and labor

free of charge, and the least citizens can do is to

supply the means for purchasing medicines.

Much of the present prosperity and usefulness

of the institution is due to the untiring energy

and perseverance of Dr. J. J. Caldwell.

Singular Accident.

On January 17th, Mr. Harrison Treibley,

residing in Pottsville, Pennsylvania, awoke

about one o'clock with a choking sensation, and

it was discovered that a silver dental plate,

about two inches in diameter, with two teeth

attached, had passed into his throat. He was

unable to speak, and every effort caused the

plate to descend still further. During the day

and night his sufferings were intense, but the

next day it had passed into his stomach. His

V



Feb. 20, 1869.] CORRESPONDENCE. 157

sufferings were thereby much lessened, although

still severe. Toward the latter part of the week

his sufferings increased, with spitting and vomi-

ting of blood. This continued until Sunday

morning, January 24th, when death ensued.

A post mortem examination was made on

Monday by Dr. John T. Carpentee, assisted by

Drs. James S. Carpenter and Charles T. Pal-

mer. Considerable quantities of suffused blood

were found in the stomach, but, singular as it

may seem, no trace of the plate or teeth could be

found, either in the stomach or intestines. The

only conclusion which could be drawn from this

was, that it must have passed through and been

voided with the excrements from his body
;
yet

the statements of the family are that these were

carefully examined, without finding any parts of

the same.

Correspondence.

DOMESTIC.

Attempted Suicide with Opium.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter:

As accidental or intentional poisoning with

opium is becoming quite frequent all over the

country, and the results of treatment seem to

vary, I have thought it would not be improper to

report a case that recently occurred in our town.

About 5 o'clock, P. M., Feb. 6th, H. B., a

stout muscular young man, aged about 26 years,

of intemperate habits, after a drunken bout of a

week's duration, took f.^ij. of the tincture of

opium, for the purpose, as he stated, of "putting

an end to a weary life." He immediately made
known to the persons present what he had done,

but refused all efforts for his relief. At 6 P. M.,

he complained of feeling drowsy and sick, and

requested the proprietor of the saloon in which
he was to assist him out on the sidewalk to the

open air, which was done, and Dr. C W. Jenner
sent for, who soon arrived, and administered an
emetic which failed to act. The Doctor then at-

tempted to use the stomach pump, but failed, as

the man was now working in convulsions. He
then gave him strong coffee, with ext. belladonna

in divided doses, until five grains were given.

At half-past seven P. M.
}

the doctor's efforts

seeming to be of no avail, as manifested by the

patient having fallen into a state of profound

coma; his case was pronounced hopeless, and he

was given over to the cold charities of the world,

and allowed to remain another hour on the street,

as no one would so much as give him shelter,

the unfortunate man being homeless and friend-

less. Finally a few members of the Relief fire

company kindly took him up and conveyed him
to their engine house located near my office. At
this time, half-past eight P. M., three hours and

a half after the laudanum was taken, I was called

to see him. I found his condition that of com-

plete narcotism. Pupils contracted, eyes fixed

and totally insensible. Respiration slow, irregu-

lar and stertorous. Pulse almost imperceptible

and irregular. Skin cold, muscular system

relaxed. Deglutition impossible. Not being

able to procure any atropia, I administered

fluid extract of belladonna subcutaneously at

short intervals until f.^ij. were used. At 11 P.M.,

no effect of the belladonna was indicated by

the pupil. Respiration had almost ceased, but

was kept up artificially. At half-past eleveD,

one grain of atropia was placed far back on the

tongue by Dr. Jenner. At half-past twelve

A. M., a slight dilatation of the pupil was per-

ceptible, and at 1 A. M., he was dragged about

the room, cold water dashed in his face, and at

2 A. M., he showed some signs of consciousness;

and at 4 A. M., was convalescent, but was kept

moving almost constantly for two hours longer,

as he immediately sunk into a complete state of

coma, if left to himself. His recovery, with

simple treatment, was complete. The result of

this case seems to prove that belladonna will

neutralize the effect of opium,—and vice versa—

>

and should be made known to the profession,

—

%

lest some timid one, influenced by the opinion of

Harley and others, "that opium and bella-

donna, administered either combined or sepa-

rately, intensify each others action should

allow some valuable life to be sacrificed, and aa

individual lost to society and friends.

P. B. Young, M. D.

Crestline, Ohio, Feb. 10th, 1869.

Poisoning by Aconite.

Editors Medical and Surgical Reporter:

Allow me, through your highly creditable

journal, to bring before the profession a case of

poisoning from tr. aconiti rad., which may prove

of service hereafter, a similar case occurring.

Mr R , a medical student, intending to take a

dose of tr. rhei, for constipation, took through

mistake, a swallow of tr. aconite rad. and imme-

diately sat down and ate a hearty dinner, feeling

none of its effects. Soon, however, epigastric

uneasiness began to manifest itself, and a sense

of tingling and numbness extending more or less

over the whole body, which occasioned him some

alarm and caused him to examine the contents

of the bottle from which he had taken his
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draught when, to his horror, it was clearly

manifest that he had taken the above-mentioned

poison to the amount of three or four hundred

drops.

Dr. Cameron, of Huntington, P. Q., Dominion

of Canada, whom I was called to assist, arrived

about four hours after the poison had been intro-

duced, the patient, in the mean time, attempting

to produce vomitiDg, but not using sufficiently

active emetics, in a great measure failed, and

after racing around in the house in terror and

confusion till exhausted, threw himself upon a

bed, commanding his assistants to use friction

and keep it up till medical assistance was ob-

tained.

Dr. Cameron, who arrived some time before

mvself, informed me that on his arrival no pulse

was perceptible, and only a faint cardiac pulsa-

tion could be obtained through the means of the

stethoscope.

Upon my arrival the condition of the patient

was as follows : pulse 84, small, jerking and some-

what irregular, intense burning sensation in the

mouth, fauces, oesophagus and stomach. Yet

very little tendency to vomiting; also symptoms

of severe nervous disturbance, such as violent

headache, giddiness, tingling and prickling, re-

sembling the effects of opium
;
numbness, sensi-

bility impaired, loss of muscular action, alter-

nate contraction and dilatation of the pupil, and

in short general nervous prostration with great

tendency to sleep. Spasmodic movements resem-

bling convulsions were also quite common, and

from three to five well marked convulsions were

manifest; consciousness being retained, however,

principally throughout the whole action of the

medicine, some few hallucinations manifesting

themselves, such as imagining his head was
three times its original size, etc.

In the treatment of the case it was decided

that nearly all of the poison had entered the cir-

culation and that stimulation afforded the best

chance for recovery. Brandy was therefore

given in tablespoonful doses every fifteen or

twenty minutes, which the patient bore splendid-

ly; camphor sol. and brandy freely applied to the

surface by friction, the bowels moved by enema,
mustard pastes over the epigastrium. After
diligently and carefully carrying out the above
treatment for ten or twelve hours, we had the

pleasure of pronouncing our patient out of danger.

No doubt, in my mind, but the brandy freely

given, and the prevention of sleep till the effects

of the poison had worn off, saved the man's life.

J. P. Morrison, M. D.

Chateaugay, Franklin co., N. Y.

Bromide of Potassium in Asthma.

Editors Medical and Surgical Reporter:

In your issue of January 23d, I notice an

extract taken from the American Journal of Ob-

stetrics, written by Dr. B. F. Dawson, Lecturer

on Uterine Pathology in the Medical Department

of the University of New York, where he had

made use of bromide of potassium in a case of

laryngismus stridulus, and of its happy effects.

Having a case of obstinate asthma on hand just

at that time, (which was somewhat of a periodi-

cal character, attacking my patient every even-

ing, however at no precise hour,) I determined

at once trying the potassium in this case. I pre-

pared a solution of" five grains to the teaspoonful

of water, directing that quantity to be taken

hourly, commencing at 3 P. M., until five doses

were taken. The first evening the severity of the

attack was much mitigated, the second still more,

and the third evening the attack was missed

altogether. The medicine was, however, con-

tinued a few nights afterwards, and my patient

is now in comparatively good health.

P. H. Pennstl, M.D.
Bloody Run, Pa., Feb. 8th, 1869.

Vertical Dislocation of the Patella.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter:

In the Reporter for December 19th is an

account of a case of vertical dislocation of the

patella, by Dr. Samuel Rittenhouse. I had a

similar case about three months since. A col-

ored cavalry soldier while riding his horse came

in violent collision with another mounted man.

He dismounted and finding that he was unable

to walk, was carried by some comrades to his

tent, and I was sent for. Upon examination I

found his left leg extended and all motion of the

knee-joint prevented by the patella, which was

tilted upon its outer edge, the anterior surface

looking outward. The patient was suffering

severe pain in the joint.

I immediately brought him under the influ-

ence of chloroform and flexing the thigh upon

the pelvis, I grasped the patella in my right

hand, and the ankle with my left. Then at the

same moment I flexed the leg upon the thigh

with my left hand and tilted the patella over to its

place with the right.

The reduction was accomplished very easily,

the bone coming to its place with a loud snap.

An hour after, the man was walking around

without pain or inconvenience, and continued to

perform all his military duties as usual.

George M. Sternberg, M. D.,

Ass ;

t. Surg, and Brev't. Maj., U. S. A.
Camp Supply, hid. Ter., Jan'y 18th, 1869.
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The Good Physician.

The Western Journal of Medicine we beli eve

it is that reproduces this item from Fuller's

"Holy and Profane State.''''

"The Good Physician hansels not his fiew ex-

periments on the bodies of his patients, letting

loose mad recipes into the sick man's body, to

try how they and nature will fight it out, while

he stands by and enjoys the battle—except in

desperate cases, when death must be expelled by

death. Lest his apothecary should oversee, he

oversees his apothecary. He trusteth not the

single witness of the water, if better testimony

may be had. The reasons drawn from the urine

alone are as brittle as the urinal. He brings

not news, with a false spy, that the coast is clear,

till death surprises the sick man. I know phy-

sicians love to make the best of their patient's

estate; first, say they, it is improper that adjutores

vital should be nuncii mortis; secondly, none,

with their good will, will tell bad news; thirdly,

their fee may be the worse for it
;
fourthly, it is

confessing their art beaten
;
fifthly, it will poison

their patient's heart with grief. So far well; but

they may so order it, that the party may be in-

formed wisely, and not ousted of this world

before he is provided for another."

The Insane.

Mrs. Leonard, an insane woman, confined in

jail at Flint, Michigan, set her clothes on fire on

Friday night and was burned to death.

St. Louis, Feb. 7.—A man named Hoeter,

living on the outskirts of Hannibal, Mo., mur-

dered his daughter, aged 10 years, yesterday, by

strangling her with a strap. He then cut her

body in two, tore out her heart and cut it open,

and swallowed the blood. He was arrested, and

when questioned, proved to be insane.

Chairing a Woman Doctor and a Prima Donna

!

The Medico-Chirurgical Academy at St. Peters-

burg conferred, at its recent annual conference,

the degree of M. D. upon Mme. Kaschewarow,
the first female candidate for this honor who had

presented herself before them. When her name
was mentioned by the Dean, it was received with

an immense storm of applause, which lasted for

several minutes. The ceremony of investing her

with the insignia of her dignity being over, her

fellow-students and new colleagues lifted her upon
a chair, and carried her with triumphant shouts

through the hall. At this moment, Mme. Lucca,

the prima donna, was espied among the audience

and such was the students' fickleness, that the

lady doctor had to yield her elevated seat to the

popular singer. The latter not only remained

in undisputed possession of the extemporized

throne, but was carried upon it to her carriage,

while the new doctor had to find what comfort

she could in her diploma!

Rejection of Drugs.

The Examiner of Drugs in New York reports

the following rejection of drugs for want of

strength and purity:

Centaury minor, 1 bale.

Bark, Peruvian, 235 bales.

Leaves, Buchu, 1 bale.

" Poppy, 1
"

" Senna, 9 bales.

Root, Ipecac, 5 packages.
" Jalap, 33

"

1

22 bales.

11 Lereistica,
tl Liquorice,
" Rhapontica, 1 bale.

Not Admissible by Law.

Root, Rhubarb, E. I., 53 cases.

" " French, 1 case.

" « English, 1
"

" Sarsaparilla, 140 cases.

" Valerian, 3
"

Sugar of milk, 2 " im-

pure and damaged.

A "Political Doctor."

One of the physicians of Burlington, Vermont,

driving into town on election morning was met

by a friend who hailed him with the question,

"Have you voted?" "Not yet," replied the

doctor ;" but I have been out all night after a

voter. I got him safe, too." "When will he

vote?*" " 0, about twenty one years from now."

It is announced in Italy, that Professor

Semmola has presented the project of an official

Italian Pharmacopoeia to the committee entrust-

ed with the care of drawing up a new sanitary

code. It can scarcely be imagined how a civil-

ized country, where medicine is in so advanced

and flourishing a condition, can dispense with

such an essential requirement.

Dr. Elijah D. Harmon, of Bennington,

Vt., died at Chicago on the 3d inst. He was

born in Bennington on the 20th of August, 1782,

and was, consequently, in his eighty-seventh

year at the time of his demise. At the age of

twenty-four, in 1806, he went to Bennington,

Vt., and engaged in the practice of medicine,

and he was an Assistant Surgeon in McDon-

ough's fleet at the battle of Plattsb urg.
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A new effect of the administration of
chloroform was pointed out by M. Hurteloup
at a recent meeeting of the Chirurgical Society
of Paris. A woman who had been chloroform-
ised was seized, on awakening, by a fit of sneez-
ing, which lasted continuously during a quarter
of an hour. M. Hurteloup believes that in cases
of autoplastic operations on the face, this may
constitute an inconvenience, on account of the
difficulty of maintaining the sutures of the auto-

plastic flaps.

Dr. Stevenson- Macadam, Lecturer on
Chemistry, Surgeon's Hall, Edinburgh, has made
arrangements to take his students to the princi-
pal chemical manufactories for practical illustra-

tions of his lecture. He lately accompanied his
class to the Armiston coal-field and the water-
collecting district in the Pentland Hills.

A compiler of the statistics of social life

in Paris has calculated that the number of child-
ren in the highest ranks of the aristocracy of
Paris (to every family) is only two, while in the
bourgeoisie every family has on an average five
children, and the proportion of children in the
lowest classes of society is still greater.

Army and Navy News.

Navy News.
List of changes, etc., in the Medical Corps of

the Navy during the week ending February 13th
1869.

J

t

Passsed Assistant-Surgeon H. M. Eundlett, re-
signed.

Passed Assistant-Surgeon E. B. Bingham, or-
dered to the Naval Hospital, Philadelphia.

Passed Assistant-Surgeon James N. Hyde, de-
tached from the Naval Hospital, Washington,
and placed on waiting orders.

Assistant-Surgeon Abel T. Price, detached
from the Receiving ship Potomac, Philadelphia,
and ordered to the Naval Hospital, Washing-
ton, D. C.

Assistant-Surgeon II. J. Babin, ordered to the
Receiving ship Potomac, Philadelphia.
Surgeon J. H. Tinkham, detached from the

U. S. S. Canandaigua, and placed on waiting
orders.

[Notices inserted in this column gratis, and are solicited
from all narts of the country ; Obituary Notice* and Resolu-
tions ofSocieties at ten cents per line, ten words to the line.}

MABBIED.

Boyce—Keline —Jan. 14, at there«idence of the bride's
mother, Bolivar, Ohio, hy Rev. A. R. Smith, Dr. S. P.
Merger, formerly of Wellsville, Ohio, and Miss Lucinda
Keline.

Champion'—Jones.—On the 2d ins f
.. at the residence of

the bride's father, by the Rev. Mr. Burt, Dr. C. S. Cham-
pion and Miss Rachel C. daughter of Thomas B. Jones,
Esq., all of Woodstown, N. J.

Gilman—Rtchma v.—At the home of the bride's father,
Feb. 4, by Rev. E. Green, Uriah Oilman, M. D , and Mips
Kesiah Rich man , the former of Woodstown, and the lat-
ter of Richmanville, N. J.

Jordan—Hazlet.—On Thursday evening, Feb. 4, bv
the Rev. W. T. Sabine. W. C. Jordar, M.D., and Mary
A. Hazlet, a'l of this city.

Me\ly—McCarroll.—Jan. 27th. at the residence of
Mr Hugh McCarroll, by Rpv. L. Grier, assisted by Rev.
John M. Mealr, George N. Mealy, M. D., of Tyler co., and
Miss Mary M. McCarroll, of Ohio co , W. Va.
Strvens—Reese.—On the 23th of Januirr, 1869, by

Friends' ceremony, at the residence of the bride's unci",
Vanleer Eac^er, in Radnor, Delaware co., Pa., Thad. M.
Stevens, M. D., of Indianapolis. Ind., and Lizzie F.,
daughter of George Reese, of Harford co., Md.

DIED.

Schaforth.—Dr. Ernest Schaforth, a German physician
of South Bethlehem, Pa., was killed by falling into an
open cellar on Wednesday night, Feb. 10th.

Riders of the Reporter are invited to
send us copies of local Newspapers, and similar
publications, from all parts of the country, which
contain matters of interest to the profession. They
will he thankfully received, and acknowledged
under Communications received."]

WORDS OF CHEER.
Dr. J. C. P., of Illinois, says

:

"It seems to me I have derived more information from
the July number of the Compendium (No. 2) than from
any book of the size I have ever read."

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Drs. M. & T, of Texas— Remittance all right, and
Meigs' address sent.

Dr. T. J. G.. of Ind—We do not commute with the
Phrenological Journal, but can order it for you from the
publishers at fall price.

Dr. E., of Ills.—We prefer Bethel's obstetric forceps,
but probably each physician has his own pet.

Dr. J. R ,of Pa.—We are not able to obtain a copy of
the certificate of membership of the Society to which
you allude. It does not, so far as we know, issue such.

Dr. J. G. W., of Pa—"Who hag Published the best
work on the Inhalation of Medicines?" Dr. J. Solis Co-
hen, in this country.

"What is the best treatment for prurigo senilis after
exhausting all ordinary remedies, both local and consti-
tutional ?" Send your patient to a mineral spring. More
than that we do not know.
Dr. F.A.S, of Mo.—An 933thesiometer is an instrument

to indicate the least distance at which two points can be
distinguished on the surface of the body, and hence it

measures sensation.

METEOROLOGY.
February, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,

|
6, 7.

Wind

Weather.—^

Depth Rain-.

N.W.
Clear.

N.E.
Cl'dy.

N.E.
Cl'dy.
Rain,
t. kl.
1 in.

N.W.
Cl'dy.
Snow
& r'n.

1-10

w.
Cl'dy.
Snow-

N. W.
Clear

N,
"

Clear

Thermometer.
Minimum
At 8, a. K;....

At 12, M
At 3, P. M

17°

28
34
32
27.75

15°

27
33
33
27.

27°

40
42
42
37.75

29°

39
34
34
34.

11°
26
27
28
23.

12°
33
45
40
32.50

21°

33
38
39
32.75

S0.2
Barometer.

At 12, M 30.2 30.3 29.3 29. 29.5
f

30.

Germantown, Pa. B. J. Leedom.



HAZARD & CASWELL'S
GENUINE COD-LIVER O I L.

This Oil is confidently re-

commended to the Trade and

Medical Profession as the

SWEETEST and PUREST in

Market.

It is made of fresh selected

livers on the eeacoast, and can
be retained by the stomach
when other kinds fail, so sweet
and pure is it, from the great
care and skill attending its

manufacture. Unless Cod-Li-

JP UME AND FBESM.
ver Oil is fresh and pure, It la

deleterious to the patient.

Professor Parker, of New
York, says: "I have tried

almost every other manufac-

turer's oil, and give yours the

decided preference."

Professor Hates, State As-

Bayer of Massachusetts, after a

full analysis of it, says: "It is

the best for foreign or domestic

use."

n i nnrm T w . „ . _ SOLE MANUFACTURERS AND PROPRIETORS.
CASWELL, HAZARD & CO., under Fifth Avenue Hotel, New York City.

THE BEST THREE TONICS OP THE PH A.RMACOP03IA.

IRON—PHOSPHO RUS—CALISSYa.
CASWELL, HAZARD & CO., call the attention of the Profession to their preparation of the aboye estimable

lenios, as combined m their elegant and palatable

Ferro-Phosphorated Elixir of Calisaya Bark.
Each teaspoonful of the Elixir contains one grain of the Salt of Phosphorus and Iron, and each pint contains one

ounce of Royal Calisaya Bark.
The Profession are warned against many imitations of the Ferro-Phosphorated Elixir of Calisaya, made from very

Inferior materials, and by unprincipled persons.
Ferro Phosphorated Elixir of Calisaya, with Sub Carbonate of Bismuth.

This combination has now become exceedingly popular with the first physicians of the country, by whom it is
emeiently ana saccessfully used in gastralgia, laborious digestion, acid eructations, nausea, debility, and nervous
derangements.
Samples sent on application to CASWELL. HAZARD & CO., New YorSi City.

... Juniper Tar Soap.
This article is highly reoommended by the celebrated Erasmus Wilson, and has been found very serviceable in

Chronic eczema and diseases of the skin generally.
It is manufactured by ourselves from the purest materials, and is extensively and successfuUy prescribed by the

most-eminent physicans of New Ynr«*.
Samples se^nt on application to CASWELL. HAZARD 4 CO., New York, sole manufacturers.CAlsWELL, HAZARD & CO., SUCCESSORS TO CASW EL, MACK & CO.

Family ami BfaiinfYaetiiriMg- Chemists,
635-eow-586 Gor~Qr 24th Street and Broadway, N. Y. City, and Newport, & L

Particular attention is caUed to

the improved artificial Legs and

Arms; apparatus for Resection

shortened legs, ununited fracture

apparatus for the variations of

I

P.W.KOLBE
AfAJVWACrt/fiFftQ£

lustrum?

Club-foot, bow-legs, knock-kneea

weak ankle ; spinal supporter

apparatus for disease and injuries

of hip-joints.

No. 15 SOUTH NINTH STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA,

SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS, APPARATUS, Etc.

J. H. GrEMRIG-,

109 §onth Eighth Street, Philadelphia,

MANUFACTURER 0E SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS,
Apparatus for Deformities, Splints, Bandages, etc., etc.,

in every variety.

Atomizers, Wales' Endoscope, Trusses, Ophthalmoscopes,

Laryngoscopes, of all kinds.

All goods warranted of the finest quality.

Refers to—

THE PROFESSORS IN THE MEDICAL COLLEGES
OF PHILADELPHIA, and to the profession gen-

erally.

592-643.

NEW ORLEANS

JOURNAL OF MEDICINE,
A Quarterly Consolidated from the

SOUTHERN JOURNAL OF THE MEDICAL SCIENCES,

and the
NEW ORLEANS MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

Edited by
Drs. S. M. BEMISS and W. S. MITCHELL.

TERMS.
One cony, per annum, in advance $£.00
To Clubs of over Five, to one address, per volume... 5.00

With Richmond Medical Journal (monthly), 1 year. 8.00

With St- Louis Reporter (semi-monthly), one year... 8.00

Or the three for 10.00
Contributions of Essays, Reports of Cases, or Reviews,

are respectfully solicited, and when the wish is expressed,
will be paid for at as high rates as are allowed by similar
journals in this country.

Address W. S. MITOHELL. M.D., Prnp'r,
585.t,f.X. Lock Box 890. New Orleans.



MEDICAL DEPARTMENT OP THE

UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT,
AND

State Agricultural College,

B URL1NGTON, VERMONT.

MEDICAL FACULTY.
JAMES B. ANGELL, A. M., L.L.D., President.

SAMUEL W. THAYER. A.M., M. D., Professor of

General and Special Anatomy.

WALTER CARPENTER, M.D.. Professor of Theory

and Practice of Medicine, and Materia Medica.

JOSEPH PERKINS, M.D., Emeritus Professor of Ob-

stetrics and Diseases of Women and Children.

HENRY M. SEELY, Ph. D., Professor of Chemistry

and Toxicology.

JNO. ORDRONAUX, A. M., M. D., Professor of Physi-

ology and Pathology.

ALPHEUS B. CROSBY, A.M., M.D., Professor of

Principles and Practice of Surgery.

EDWARD S. DUNSTER, A.M., M D., Professor of

Obstetrics and Uiseases of Women and Children.

CHARLES P. THAYER, M.D., Microscopy and Cura-

tor of College Museum.
GEORGE H. TENNY, Demonstrator of Anatomy.

, Prosector to Professor of Surgery.

S. W. THAYER, Burlington, Vt., Dean of the Medical

Faculty.

The nest Annual Course of Lectures in this institution

will oommence on the first Thursday of March, 1869. and

continue sixteen weeks. At the commencement of the

term, every student is required to call on the Dean, and

enter his name and place of residence, and the name and

place of residence of his Preceptor, in the Register, and

pay allfees for the course.

FEES.—The Fees of this College have been raised, in

common with the other Medical Colleges in this country.

Matriculation (paid but once). §5.00

Dean's Certificate (General Ticket) f<>.00

Graduation Fee 25.00

Students who have attended two full Courses of Lec-

tures in other accredited Medical Colleges, receive all the

Tickets to the Lectures of this College, exclusive of the

Matriculation Ticket, for $20.00.

On Saturday of each week a Medical and Surgical Clin-

ique will be held at the College.

The Dissecting Room will be open through the term.

An ample supply of anatomical material will be furnished

at cost.

For further information, address

S. W. THAYER, M. D., Dean,

614—626 Burlington, Vt.

PENNSYLVANIA TRAINING SCHOOL FOR FEE-

ble minded children. For reports, and terms of admis-

tion, address Isaac N. Keelin, M.D.,

548- 5t)9 Media, Pa.

SAMUEL S. WHITE,
MANUFACTURER AND DEALER IN

DENTISTS' MATERIALS,
FURNITURE, INSTRUMENTS, etc.,

PHYSICIANS' EXTRACTING CASES,
APPARATUS FOR PRODUCING-

LOCAL ANESTHESIA BY NARCOTIC SPRY,
SYRINGES FOR HYPODERMIC INJECTION,

PHYSICIANS' MICROSCOPES.
Depots—12th and Chestnut sts., Philadelphia; 767 and

769 Broadway, New York: 16 Tremont Row, Boston • and
100 and 102 Randolph Street, Chicago. 531—t.f.

SNOWDEN & BROTHER,
Late Wiegand & Snowden.

Established 1821.

MANUFACTURERS AND IMPORTERS OF

SURGICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS,
MEDICAL SADDLE-BAGS,

Trusses, Druggists' Sundries, &c, &c.

No. 23 South Eighth Street,

583-634 PHILADELPHIA.

NEWLY INVENTED AND EFFECTUAL

GUTTA PERCHA PESSARIES,

The material is known as non-irritating, from the loDg
use of the watch-spring King.

The Globe.
This has been well patronized by the readers

of this journal, find many have been the con-
gratulations of its success. It is a ligh% hol-
low bulb, readily removable by a short silken
cord drawn through a silver-wire staple. By
its lightness Rnd slightly yielding when in con-
tact with blood heat, it is retained of a much
les* size than elass or metal. It ascends me-
chanically in the vagina, and drives the uterus

before. Two inches in diameter. Weighs but^ss. Troy.

Caution—Hot water or any other heat above blood heat
destroys it. Price, $2.00.

Cup.
The bordered cup proves to support the

Uterus to its fu I heights. It produces but a
little displacement, its cheapness and almost
certain support, render? it the most accepta-
ble of all pessaries. That it re retained in
position when of an appropriate size, may
well be imagined, since the circumference of

the border makes a long groove in the surrounding tis-
sues; ard the posterior wall of the vagina presses it
8gamst tbe cervix. The engraving shows the pos'tion in
which it sets, when it has embraced the cervix normally.
The line A represents the axis of the vagina— B a silken
tape for removal when it ne<"ds cleaning. Price, $1.00.

N. B. When the walls of the vagina are completely
collapsed, the globe or cup will succeed, after a brief ele-
vation of the uterus with the stem pessary.

Stem Cup.
This is made to set on on any stem contri-

vances (screw to be 5-8 in. long, and 3 16 in.
thick to shoulder plate, 3-8 in. diameter.) This
ho ds the cervix in its normal position, when
e'evated; not bendinr, as the straight upward
cup or ring does. Price, $1.50.

Chestnut Hollow Bulb and Coil.

(Ordinary sizes weigh also but j^ss. Troy.)

This is applicable when the uteru3 is inclined
to fall backward, (retroversion.) It is also mode
without a coil, to set on a stem. Pr ice of either,

$2.00.

Spring Levees and Bulb Ends Spring Hons? Shofs.

They are flexible, the same as tbewa'ch-
spring nog.--. They may be compressed and
tied with a s-ilken tape, as represem ed in tr e

cut, until in position, and then left to ex-
pand. Price $1.25.

RECTUM BOUGIE.—The neck is a gutta perch a cov-

ered spring, bending as the point leads i". The smaller

are solid, but the larger made hollow, to become also

flexible.
Price $2.00. Mailed, $2.25.

These instruments have all the superior finish of tKs
manufactory of watch-spring rings. They stand the open
air equal or better than any others. But to avoid fully

the heretofore existing trouble with the rings, they can

be safely preserved in water when not in use.

<®* Apply through this office. 61S—X.
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SURGICAL REMINISCENCES OF AN OLD
PRACTITIONER.

By John G. F. Holston, A.M., M.D.,

Late Surgeon U. S. A., and Brevet Lieutenant- Colonel.

1. Severe Injuries of the Head.

The times have been,

That when the brains were out, the man would die."

Considering the delicacy and importance of

the organs contained within the cranium, it is

surprising how much injury can be borne, not

only without immediate loss of life, but appar-

ently without serious detriment. Some years

ago, I published, in the Western Lancet of Cin-

cinnati, a series of very extensive trephining for

epilepsy, all of whom recovered not only from

the operation, but also of the disease. One of

the cases, in whom several square inches of the

inferior-posterior portion of the parietal, and por-

tions of the adjacent bones were removed by saw

and chisel, was found, two hours afterward, not

only out of bed, but sitting on the verandah of

the house, smoking his pipe. He recovered with-

out ever taking his bed.

While serving as Medical Director of the De-

partment of the Tennessee, under Gen. Grant,

during the second battle of Corinth, a Confeder-

ate soldier was brought to the field hospital, hav-

ing lost, by a piece of shell, apparently the whole

os frontis, with both eyes and the upper part of

the nose. The meninges were broken, the frontal

lobes lacerated, begrimed with blood and dirt,

and already containing (in that region it only

required an hour or two) some maggots. After

this terrible wound was washed and dressed, the

man was able, with a guide, to walk, spoke ra-

tionally, and complained of no pain, but could

not be restrained from pulling the bandage down

and delving with his fingers in the brain, to stop

the itching, pieces of brain adhering to them.

In this awful condition he lived forty-eight hours,

and so distressing was his state, not to himself,

but to his surgical and nursing attendants, that

by several parties I was importuned to have a

ten-grain dose of morphia administered, to end

the distress. This, of course, was refused. Dur-

ing the second night he became quiet, apparently

went into a sound sleep, and died without a strug-

gle toward morning.

While stationed at Grand Gulf, Miss., as Medi-

cal Director for the rear of the Army of Occupa-

tion at Yicksburg, I had the wounded of the

battle of Thompson's Hill (Port Gibson) re-

moved from Mrs. Daniel's resideuce, that .had

temporarily been employed as a hospital, to

Grand Gulf, where I had established a large hos-

pital, that for location and surrounding, could

not have been surpassed in the world, for salu-

brity and pleasantness. The sick and wounded
were distributed in tents and shanties on arising

ground facing the Mississippi, in a noble park

of magnolias, pomegranates, and other splendid

trees. My foragers brought in abundance of

beef, mutton, etc., and the scarcity of medicines

and proper stimulants was hardly felt.

Among the wounded was1

a young man, set. 23,

who had received an ounce Minie-ball into the

centre of the forehead, cutting a round hole al-

most an inch in diameter, through which bloody

pus mingled with brain matter was discharging

freely. Several days having elapsed since the

battle, lively maggots could be seen in the wound.

The ball had lodged inside the cranium, but pro-

duced no bulging anywhere, by which its loca-

tion could be ascertained. The pupils were

widely dilated, the breathing stertorous, skin

warm and moist, pulse very slow, but rather

full; apparently in a profound sleep. What
treatment had been pursued could not be ascer-

tained, probably none.

The case seemed perfectly hopeless, but I de-

termined to make a trial. He was placed alone

in an army tent, upon the side to which he car-

ried his hand (the only motion he made). The

wound, after being thoroughly cleansed,, was

covered with a muslin rag dipped in water, and

maintained in a wet condition by a bottle of wa-

ter suspended over his head, into which a long

string of muslin had been inserted to the bottom,
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the other end hanging down about two feet, thus side, the attending physician meeting us at the

door, I inquired, "What have you got, Doctor?
Is her skull broken?" "0 no! it may be frac-

tured a little." I entered the door, saw the lady

extended upon her bed, and glancing at her fore-

head, saw a piece of white bone one-half inch
long, sticking out of a wound in the scalp. I

was informed that nine days previous, while
riding a half-broken stallion colt, she had been
thrown from the saddle, but hung by the stirrup,

and in that position dragged about a mile, a by-

stander averring that he had seen the horse
kick her eleven times in the face. The last kick

broke the stirrup, and flung her about a rod
upon the jagged end of the stump of a tree—the
county being new. Since the injury she had
lain motionless, giving no sign of life, except low
breathing, and had taken no sustenance, except

a little water occasionally, that rather ran down
her throat than was swallowed. As every body
had been afraid to touch her, it was unknown
whether she had had any evacuations. I found

the urine had passed into the bed, but no alvine

discharge. The pulse was feeble, slow and regu-

lar. The injury was confined to the head.

Across the occiput there was a lacerated wound
of the scalp down to the bone, some five inches

in length, made by the splinters of the stump.

The forehead presented a number of small wounds,

through one of which the fragment of bone pro-

truded. To the touch, the left side of the fore-

head, from the eye-brow to near the coronal

suture ard the temporal region, felt like a bag
full of pot-sherds, the right side of the t)s frontis

was entire, but very moveable in one solid piece.

Pus exuded from the wounds. Clearly in that

condition she could not live, she would not pro-

bably under any circumstances. But to give

her a chance, the injury must be reduced to a

simpler form, so as to enable nature to make
repairs. I decided to operate.

As a preliminary step, the curiosity seekera

were turned out, except one old Irish lady, who
was desired to stay—to hand things—but what

was gained in space was lost in light—the crowd

gathering round the only window, the air being

beside darkened by a snow storm. During the

operation, frequent interruptions occurred from

persons coming in for hats, coats, saddles, etc.,

as they said they could stand it no longer to

look on. Flakes of snow were repeatedly blown in

on the naked and wounded brain of the sufferer on

those occasions, till Dr. Morehead came to my
relief, seizing a catlin and swearing a bitter

oath (the Doctor did sometimes say his prayers

backward) that he would eviscerate the first

forming a syphon that maintained a constant,

gentle drip, and he was bled to the amount of a

pint. I was provided with plenty of excellent

nurses, impromptu, manufactured out of black

girls from neighboring plantations, who, in a few

days, under the excellent supervision of the lady

of Sergeant Major, were made quite efficient, the

more so, as possessing real kindness of heart;

they had none of that delicacy which sometimes

made our noble white nurses shrink from loath-

some and disgusting jobs. Four of these were

detailed to watch him night and day, brush away

the flies, and see that no maggots formed under

the cloth. No medicine. Food—beef tea and

milk alternately; drink—water, all of which he

swallowed, though with some difficulty, when

poured into his mouth. The bleeding was sev-

eral times repeated in less quantity, and with

the drip, constituted the treatment. Under this

treatment, in a few days he recovered entire

consciousness, regained speech, at first hesitat-

ingly and slowly, dictated letters to his friends

at home, received with profit the ministrations

of the worthy chaplain, and seemed on a fair way

to recovery. In three weeks from the injury

the wound had almost closed, when, as the nurse

reports, at night he made a sudden turn in his

sleep, gave a start, and was dead—the ball hav-

ing, no doubt, become suddenly dislodged, com-

pressed a vital part. There was no opportunity

for a post-mortem.

These cases, both terminating fatally, are given

merely as introductory to the following, from

my private practice, which, as being rather

worse than the famous crowbar case, I have

never before published, fearing that it might

be deemed utterly incredible.

Extensive Fracture of the Os Frontis, Lacera-
tion of the Brain—Operation—Recovery.

Mrs. McManus, the subject of this case, at the

time of the accident was a hale woman, about

thirty years of age, remarkably good-looking,

"but somewhat masculine, and of very strong

temper, in consequence of which she had sepa

rated from her huband. I was called to see

the case in consultation with Dr. N., then of

the village of New Concord, in this county, in the

neighborhood of which she resided. I had pre-

viously heard of the accident, but nine days had

elapsed before I was called Dr. Joseph M.
Morehead—now practising in Norwich, near the

same place, but at that time my pupil, accompa-

nied me, and rendered most valuable assistance.

We found the patient in a small log house, filled

with curious people, a crowd also attending out-
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fellow that would meddle; this was effectual

(Dr. N. had left.) The entire scalp was shaved
and washed, and then an incision made across

the forehead about one and a half inches above
the eye-brows and the scalp turned up and down
and the injury exposed. At this stage, a branch
of the,temporal artery on each side required liga-

ture. Fragment after fragment of entirely de-

tached bone was picked away—at last the entire

orbital ridge, with the orbital plate. The left

frontal lobe of the brain, now lay before us in

a bruised and lacerated condition, full of small

fragments of bone. These were carefully picked

out, when using the left index as a sound I came
across a larger piece, which was seized by the

forceps and drawn out. To our astonishment,

here was a second impression of the eye, and it

took a few seconds to realize the unheard of fact,

that it was the os malce, knocked loose by the

repeated kicks of the horse and driven into the

brain. Our task was not yet done. The ragged
hole from whence the last piece had been ex-

tracted, being explored with the finger, number-
less small fragments were felt sticking about.

Finding it impossible to pick them out, and con-

cluding a clean cut to be better than a lacerated

wound, I drew the scalpel across what remained
of the anterior lobe, and made a clean perpen-

dicular section. Another scale of bone was now
extracted from near the commissure of the optic

nerves. As yet the woman had neither moved
nor made a noise. The os frontis was not fairly

split in the middle, but on the right moveable
half, there was a triangular projection. This,

$s well as the whole piece, was firmly driven

down upon the right frontal lobe, and as often

as I raised it, it sprung back. Taking Hay's

saw, an incision was therefore made a little to

the right of the centre of the os frontis, and the

section completed by cutting forceps. This ter-

minated the operation that had lasted over an

hour. But little blood was lost. After washing

the parts clean, I now asked the old lady present

for some pins to form a twisted suture, but got

the reply: "Arrah and yes need not ca' for pins

now, after so butchering the poor woman 1" " Tell

me where they are, and I will get them myself.

Now think of the surprise of all present, when
Mrs. McManus, speaking for the first time since

the receipt of the injury, told me the precise

place where the pins would be found. I got

them, and closed the wounds of the occiput and

sinciput, leaving a little space near the left tem-

poral side for the discharges, on which side she

was turned. She rapidly recovered, without a

bad symptom, preserved all her intellect as well

as the sight of both eyes, but underwent a re.

markable moral change. She became amiable

and sweet tempered, religiously disposed, was re-

conciled to her husband, joined church, and in

not much over a year, gave birth to her first

child. By a skilful arrangement of her hair

and the use of a frilled cap and green spectacles,

she contrived nearly to hide the terrible defor-

mity of the left side, and on the right (and that

is the side on which Doctors should always

approach a lady) is still quite good-looking.

The pulsations of the brain could always after-

wards be seen and felt. Thirty years nearly

have elapsed since the case occurred, and I

believe she is still alive, in the same place, as

well as Dr. Morehead and scores of witnesses to

the facts.

P. S. The left eye is nearly an inch lower

than the right.

INJURY OF THE PALATE, RESULTING
IN CARIES.

By F. Horner, Jr., M.D.,

Of Philadelphia, Pa.

J. N., aet. 35, late a soldier, and a native of

a healthy and rural district, received the blow of

a musket during the war over the vomer of the

nose, which was fractured. The injury extended

to adjacent structures. One year afterward, the

hard palate, which is bounded in front and at

the sides by the alveolar arches, presented a slit

or hole communicating with the nasal cavity.

The base of this orifice was below, and the apex

above. The edges were smooth, and covered

with pus,—the product of ulceration of the soft

tissues and of caries of the bone. This condi-

tion interfered with deglutition, and the food

would escape into the nose. The voice was

altered, because the sound was, in part, reflected

through the aperture of the wound into the nasal

passages. The hearing was impaired by the

extension of inflammation from the mucous lin-

ing of the inferior turbinated bone to the eusta-

chian tube, whenever the patient was exposed to

cold. To add to his sufferings, the fluids from

the ulcer, which were the offensive products of

caries, would pass sometimes into the windpipe,

and cause the most unpleasant sensations.

In deciding upon the exact pathology of this

case, some would suspect the existence of inocu-

lation of syphilitic virus, or the scrofulous diathe-

sis. He had never had bubo, nor could nodes of

the joints be detected. His ancestors had lived

to advanced ages, and his parents were equally



1 64 MEDICAL

favored. Hence the inference to refer the symp-

toms as the result of injury of the blow of the

musket, causing a serious wound of the most

delicate tissues. An effort was made to restore

the general health, by the continued use of cod-

liver oil, wine of iron, and other tonic medicines,

and suitable diet. The ulcer was cleansed by

injections of tepid water, mucilages, sulphate of

zinc, or carbolic acid. Under this method of

treatment, at the end of six weeks his improve-

ment justified a resort to the application of an

obturator, which was fitted to the cavity of the

mouth by a skilful dentist; who, also, supplied

several teeth which had been lost. The whole

appliance was kept "in situ" by atmospheric

pressure, and attachments to the molars on

either side.

Ferguson (Practical Surgery) says: "Until a

very recent date, no attempt has been made by

the surgeon to close the gap in the palate, ex-

cepting by means of an obturator, which has

always been supplied by the dentist."

My patient seemed delighted to discover, after

the obturator had been worn for several days,

that his voice was restored to its usual tone, and

he was able to swallow his food without any

admixture with the foetid products of ulceration.

In the event of the non-closure of the wound,

the radical cure by the operation of excision and

the use of sutures of silver wire, will be recom-

mended.

Medical Societies.

PHILADELPHIA COUNTY MEDICAL
SOCIETY.

A conversational meeting of the Society was
held at the Hall of the College of Physicians on

Wednesday evening, February 10th, 1869, the

President, Dr. Wm. L. Knight, in the chair.

The subject for discussion was

Hypodermic Injections.

Dr. Michael O'Hara in his opening remarks
stated that there had been little written upon
this subject, and that mainly scattered through
various journals. Dr. Antotne Ruppaner, Fel-

low of the Massachusetts Medical Society, has

published a treatise entitled "Hypodermic Injec-

tions in the Treatment of Neuralgia, Rheuma-
tism, Gout, and other Diseases." In the Trans-

actions of the Medical Society of the State of

Pennsylvania for 1867, there appears a transla-

tion of the Prize Essay of Jean Bapttste Uller-

sperger, of Munich, on " Ancient Transfusion
|
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and Infusion Compared with Modern Transfu-

sion, Infusion, and Hypodermic or Subcutaneous

Injections."

The hypodermic method dates from Alexan-
der Wood, of Edinburgh, in 1843, according to

Hartshorne, in 1853, according to Ullers-

perger.* The practice has now become* quite

common in Europe and this country, and there

are many records of cases scattered through the

journals.

"What advantages does it possess over ordinary

modes of medication ? Though it has come into

pretty general use, there are still many physi-

cians who have not employed it, and who do not

possess a hypodermic syringe. There is abun-

dant evidence that the hypodermic injection of

medicines is ordinarily safe, and, in the proper

cases, attended with relief. It is more speedy

and certain in proportion to the amount of the

drug than medication by the mouth. It meets

the indications in these cases in which a prompt

and energetic effect is desired. The Doctor rela-

ted a case of bilious colic, where the person had

taken a large dose of morphia by the stomach

with no effect, but who was relieved in a few

moments by the injection of a solution of mor-

phia.

"When it is desired to exert a prompt effect

peripherally upon the nervous distributions, ser-

sitive or motory, as in neuralgias, spasms or con-

vulsions, hypodermic injections are called fo^

As it is also when the administration of medicine

by the mouth is prohibited or impossible. "While

in the army, the Doctor treated a whole mess at-

tacked with symptoms of cholera morbus, vomit-

ing, purging and cramps, which they attributed

to the eating of chickens supposed to have been

poisoned. Some were relieved by sinapisms, but

two rejected everything, and were in imminent

danger. To one who was so ill that he vomited

even a teaspoonful of water, as much as two

grains of morphia were administered before he

was relieved, and fears were entertained that

symptoms of narcotic poisoning would ensue.

At that time the Doctor had not used the hypo-

dermic syringe, but he has often thought since

that it would have enabled him to afford relief in

a few seconds, without any risk of opium poi-

* In regard to the history of this method of therapeu-

tics, Brown -Spquard states in a recent work, that the

fir^t. ponpr of T>r. Wood w^s nnbl'Afd in April, 1855, in

" The Edinburgh Medical &• Surgical Quarterly Journal,''

P. 2o5 : but bis discovery had been m^d* in 1843, i. e . Inn?

before +his publication, and tbe method sonn became
generally known ?n E^inh'ireb. Hi? second paper ap-

peared in " The British Medical Journal" for August,

1858, p. 721.-G. F. N1
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soning. Where there is so much pain, indicating

such a disturbance of the organism, morphia in-

troduced into the stomach will be likely to re-

main unabsorbed, and do injury afterward if not

vomited or purged off. It has been thought that

in many cases of cholera treated by the opium

plan, the patients have died of the opium they

had taken, when getting a little better, of the

discharges. Medicines given hypodermically

sooner show their effects, absorption generally

taking place subcutaneously at all times, while

from the digestive tract it is not so constant, being

readily interfered with by opposing circumstan-

ces. Therefore in the former mode of adminis-

tration the quantity to be given is readily limi-

ted by the effects, which is not the case in the

latter. Hypodermic injections afford both a

local and a remote effect. They give the physi-

cian entire control of both the medicine and the

patient, as for instance in the case of a refractory

child, a person bent upon committing suicide,

etc. etc. They are unequalled for the relief of

pain. The hypodermic syringe and solutions

for injection, should be carried by every physi-

cian, as in his round of visits he will constantly

meet with cases calling for their use. He will

find his patients desiring this method of medica-

tion, for the pain of the operation is trifling and

but little complained of.

Hypodermic injections have been used locally

as caustics; in nsevi, in aneurisms, etc.; as

anodynes, for local neuralgias; and generally

for insomnia, melancholia, mania, delirium tre-

mens, hysteria, chorea, central neuralgia, rheu-

matism, tetanus, hydrophobia, retention of urine,

colic, convulsions, epilepsy, peritonitis, pericar-

ditis, dysentery, ophthalmic surgery, malarial

fever, gangrene, dysmenorrhoea, cholera, sea-

sickness, cancer, ulcer of the stomach, intus-

susception, syphilis; as antidotes for belladonna

and opium poisoning; and for modifying anses

thetics. They have therefore had an extensive

range of application. It is impossible to refer

in detail to 'these numerous applications, but a

few will be spoken of.

In insomnia, where pain or increased sensi-

bility has produced loss of sleep, injections of

morphia are useful. Ledesdorf recommends
the use of a solution of hydro- chlorate of papave-

rina (6 grs. to 60 gtt. of water.) He states it to

be a narcotic and soporific, relaxing muscles and
also the bowels slightly. Its effects are manifest

in three minutes, and continue from twenty-four

to forty-eight hours, with no bad after effects.

Lorent and Hunter recommend morphia sub-

cutaneously in all cases of melancholia in which
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opium is admissible. Erlenmeyer has recorded

good effects in furious mania from atropia, espe-

cially when complicated with epilepsy.

In delirium tremens, numerous cases of success

have been reported at various times from the

hypodermic injection of morphia.

In hysteria the hypodermic syringe is of service.

Dr. O'Hara related a case of hysteria which he

had lately seen, in which the heart was much dis-

turbed. He secured immediate relief by one

dose of the solution of morphia thrown under the

skin.

But it is in neuroses of the sensitive nerves

that this treatment has its greatest triumphs,

seldom disappointing us in procuring relief, and

often curing the patient. Some of the cases of

signal success recorded, would not be believed

were they not vouched for by truthful physicians.

Dr. Ruppaner, in his work before alluded to,

mentions many such cases. Dr. O'Hara wpuld

advise every one who has an atrocious case of

neuralgia to try the hypodermic method of treat-

ment. His experience with it has been chiefly

in neuralgias. A lady of poor constitution and

intemperate habits had suffered from sciatica for

six months, during which time she had not

placed her foot on the ground to walk, but sup-

ported that side with a crutch. In the hands of

two physicians, she had taken all the anti-neu-

ralgic remedies seriatim. The Doctor tried fly

blisters. She was getting worse, the muscles

were contracting, and it was feared that there

was going to be some organic derangement of the

nerve. At that time he did not possess a hypo-

dermic syringe, but he obtained one for her and

used 15 gtt. of Magendie's solution of morphia

about the hip. In five minutes after receiving

the injection she walked across the floor. She

required four applications after that. The re-

covery was perfect and she remains well. In

another patient with infra-orbital neuralgia of

two weeks standing, two injections only were re-

quired. His wife during pregnancy, suffered

with an atrocious frontal, temporal and infra-

maxillary neuralgia for two weeks. She was in-

stantly cured by one injection. Nothing else

was done, and there was no return. Four other

cases were cured by one application and re-

mained well. In a case of rheumatic neuralgia,

in which the patient had been in bed for five

weeks, these applications restored him to health.

So prompt and efficacious is the effect of the

syringe, that patients consider it as a charm.

One old fellow seeing him graduating the syringe

to the required dose, and his lips moving in

numbering the minims, asked him what words
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he put into the syringe to produce the charm.

Another patient with neuralgia depending upon

disease of the kidney, eventuating in albuminu-

ria, came regularly every week, bent up, and in

agony to get his dose. He would be relieved for

a week. Another case of occipital neuralgia

was cured by one injection after ten years suffer-

ing, and there has been no complaint since. Dr.

O'Hara regrets that in neuralgia he has so often

given medicines internally, without first trying

the syringe.

Dr. Korman recommends the use of morphia

hypodermically in the pains and after pains of

labor, especially in primipara. It does not in-

terfere with the progress of labor. This method

of treatment should not be forgotten in dysmen-

orrhoea.

In chorea, Levick and Hunter have made in-

jections of morphia with perfect success, carbon-

ate of iron being given at the same time. Rad-

cliff strongly recommends the use of arsenic

hypodermically in such cases.

Lorent states that the injection of 1-25 to 1-20

of a grain of atropia perfectly calms the arthral

gia of acute rheumatism for from six to ten hours.

Ruppaner mentions both acute and chronic cases

of rheumatism benefited. Dr. DaCosta (Penn'a

Hospital Reports for 1868) reports two instances

of the successful use of the hypodermic injection

of sulphate of atropia in cases of muscular rheu-

matism. One, a girl of nineteen, had been suf

fering for six weeks with general rheumatism.

On admission she was treated with Dover's pow-

der and iodide of potassium. Soon after, marked

torticollis was noticed. Friction and ordinary

remedies were of no avail. Three injections of

1-50 grain of sulphate of atropia on successive

days perfectly relieved her, all distortion disap-

pearing. They were afterward used on the pain-

ful joints, with no beneficial result, but a com-

plete recovery ensued by persisting in constitu-

tional treatment. The second case was one of

lumbago in a sailor, forty years of age. Dia-

phoretics, opiates, and friction were used with-

out effect. Less than 1-40 grain of sulphate of

atropia in solution was injected near the affected

part. In about fifteen minu fes the man became
giddy, throat very dry, and pupils dilated. This

state alarmed bim, but when it passed off, the

pain and rigidity of the muscles were gone, nor

did they return, though he went on a voyage in

which he was exposed to bad weather. These
two cases would seem to confirm the idea that atro-

pia has the effect of diminishing pain topically.

Tetanus, it is stated, has been cured by atropia

and woorara, as well as by morphia administered
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hypodermically. Brown-Sequard succeeded in

curing a case of epilepsy by injections of } grain

of morphia and 1-60 grain of atropia.

In eclampsia after parturition, Hermann re-

ports a cure by the hypodermic injection of mor-

phia.

All injections for diseases of the respiratory

organs have for their object the relief of sympto-

matic troubles—as in the great pain of pleurisy

and pleuro-pneumonia. Dr. O'Hara has used

the solution of morphia subcutaneously in a pa-

tient in the last stages of consumption, especially

for the relief of the terrible dyspnoea and cough,

and to procure sleep. Also, combined with qui-

nine, to check the night sweats. This patient

had sent for him only three weeks prior to his

death. After trying morphia in the ordinary

way, it was used during the last two weeks hy-

podermically, with great satisfaction to himself

and family, though they were opposed to it at

first. The first injection was followed by seven

hours' sleep, which he had not had for months.

It did not seem to interfere with his bowels. The

cough and dyspnoea were arrested in ten minutes

after receiving the injection. We should not

refuse our patients this comfort. Dr. Ruppaner,

in describing a case of general neuralgia result-

ing from carcinomatous disease, says, " I relied

upon hypodermic injection to relieve the pain,

which soon proved the only means by which to

give ease and comfort to my patient. * * * For

about five months the injection was daily admin-

istered, sometimes oftener. In no instance have

I seen it produce greater or more gratifying re-

sults. Days and nights of suffering were changed

into hours of comf >rt and ease. If the injection

was omitted, the distress was great. Although

a cure was out of the question, yet the satisfac-

fion my patient felt, when punctually at 8 P. M.,

I made my appearance, impressed itself strongly

upon my mind. The evening she died, but a

few minutes before my arrival, she is reported

to have remarked, 'In a few minutes the doctor

will be here, and the injection will make me
comfortable and easy.' Hardly had she whis-

pered these words, when the clock struck eight.

I entered the room; she took my hand, clasped

it firmly, thanked me for my services, and was

no more. A good and noble woman had depart-

ed this life. I had the satisfaction to have eased

her hours of suffering."

In two cases of cancer of the stomach, Dr.

O'Hara has succeeded in giving great relief from

the agonizing pain and vomiting, by hypodermic

medication; and in many cases food has been

retained upon the stomach after their use.



Feb. 27, 1869.] MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 167

Dr. Thenfelder states that in dislocations of

the humerus, elbow, and femur, the necessary

degree of relaxation is more certainly and readily

obtained by morphia hypodermically than by

chloroform, and it has the advantage of producing

little or no loss of consciousness.

In intermittent fever, Chasseaud at Smyrna

practised hypodermic injections in one hundred

and fifty cases, only one of which relapsed.

Many cases of success have also been reported

in this country. Quite recently Dr. O'Hara

heard of a case of typhoid fever to appearance

almost hopeless. Dr. Hewson advised, in con-

sultation, injections of quinia as a tonic, with

Tapid amelioration of the symptoms. Recovery

was attributed to the injections by the attending

physician.

In paralysis, strychnia has been used success-

fully by many physicians. Dr. Echeverria ad-

vises its employment subcutaneously in infantile

paralysis. In lead palsy, hypodermic injections

have been recommended.

Dr. Elsberg highly advocates their employ-

ment in syphilitic diseases. The advantages

claimed are the rapidity with which the symp-

toms disappear, the certainty of success, and the

rarity of any relapse.

In regard to the antagonism between morphia
and atropia, different results have been arrived

at by different observers. Dr. Bell first pro-

posed the injection of morphia as an antidote to

belladonna. Graefe quite recently ascertained

that morphia was the most certain and prompt an-

tidote for intoxication by atropia. Others report

divers cures. According to Beschier, four parts

of atropia will neutralize one of morphia. Dr. Th.
R. Varick, of New Jersey, succeeded in curing

poisoning from morphia by the injection of ex-

tract of belladonna. In a case reported by Dr. B.

Wilson, in which narcosis ensued upon the in-

jection of a quarter grain of morphia, though he

had used the same dose the day before, he suc-

cessfully employed two doses of atropia, 1-30

grain each. On the other hand, Dr. Harley, in

the Gulstonian lectures, declares as the result of

his experiments upon man, the horse, and the

dog, that morphia intensifies and prolongs for at

least five hours the operation of atropia, and a

quantity of atropia too small by itself to produce

cerebral effects, will become active when com-
bined with morphia. In the painful case of poi-

soning by atropia, given by mistake, in this city

recently, morphia was of no service, though freely

injected hypodermically.

The Medical Society of Versailles stated, in

committee of the whole, that the an£esthesia

from chloroform was prolonged for twelve hours

by three centigrammes of acetate of mcphia,
although Eulenburg found that injections of

morphia, when made from two to twelve hours

after the chloroformization, most effective in re-

moving this intoxication.

In regard to the disadvantages attendant upon

hypodermic medication, cases of death have been

reported from the injection of one drop of nitric

acid into a nevus. Mr. Teale, of Leeds, also

reports the same result from the injection into

a nevus of a per-salt of iron. Great nausea and

vomiting sometimes follow the use of the syringe

with morphia, as do also local inflammation and

abscess. The latter, however, are due to care-

lessness on the part of the operator. To obviate

the vomiting, a minimum dose of morphia should

be used at first, and the idiosyncrasy of patients

with regard to opium watched. Aitken does

not seem to favor this mode of medication, He
says the action of hypodermic injections is so

irregular, and the sources of danger so many,

that their use can scarcely be commended. This

had not been the experience of Dr. O'Hara.

Dr. Ash inquired whether the employment of

the hypodermic syringe for medicinal purposes

had any tendency to induce its use for purposes

of pleasure. In "The Probe," there is an ac-

count of a man who introduced morphia into his

system in this manner daily, to produce a pleas-

urable state of excitement.

Dr. Atkinson thought that the taste for opium

eating, in the case referred to, must have been

acquired before he resorted to that mode of bring-

ing about the desired effects.

Dr. Cohen stated that an apothecary had told

him of a lawyer of some prominence in this city,

who had become subject to the habit of injecting

morphia into his limbs. He continued the prac-

tice for two years, and it was with great difficulty

he could be broken of it. In the case related in

" The Probe/' there was some peculiar pleasure

in the mechanical execution of the act, apart

from the effect.

Dr. O'Hara had seen no cases of the abuse of

the syringe in this manner. Patients upon whom
he used it never rebelled against its re-employ-

ment, as the pain of the operation was very slight.

Dr. Ash stated that year before last he had

used morphia hypodermically in the case of a

lady who had terrible attacks of neuralgia. It

was impossible for her to take opium in any form

by the mouth, as it induced violent sickness.

But the morphia thrown under the skin did not

si 'ken her at all; it brought her perfect relief

and sleep for some hours afterward.
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Dr. Barr spoke of a case which he had lately

seen, of severe gastric pain in a young girl. A
hypodermic injection of morphia procured relief

after the failure of anodynes administered in the

usual way.

Dr. Prall instanced a case of the beneficial

employment of subcutaneous medication in asth-

ma. The patient was a matron in an army hospi-

tal, and suffered from severe asthmatic seizures.

An injection of a quarter grain of morphia in

her arm, entirely relieved her in a few seconds.

She would remain comfortable for twenty-four

hours. All attempts to afford her relief in other

ways failed. The asthma was caused by cardiac

disease, and she died ultimately of resulting

dropsy.

CHENANGO CO. (N. Y.) MED. SOCIETY.

The annual meeting of the Chenango County

Medical Society met at the Court House in Nor-

wich, Jan. 12tb, 1869. The meeting was called

to order by the President, J. T. Jameson. The

minuses of the last meeting were read by the

Secrptary, and approved by the Society.

The President called informally upon the mem-
bers for a report on the sanitary condition of

their respective localities, and the remainder of

the day was occupied with such reports till the

adjournment.
Evening Session.

The Obituary Committee reported the follow-

ing resolutions:

Whereas, God, in his Providence, since the
last meeting of this Society, has removed from
our midst, by death, one of our number. Pr.

Thomas J. Bailey, who died Sept. 4th, 1868:
and

Whereas, In his death, this Society has lost

a faithful and efficient member, whom all held
in high respect and esteem, and whose social

virtues and many excellent traits of character
gave promise of a life of future usefulness; there-
fore,

Resolved, That while we are not insensible -to

his weaknesses and errors, this Society deeply
laments the death of Dr. Bailey, taken "from us
in the strength of manhood and in the vigor of
his days; and, covering his faults with the man-
tle of charity; will ever sacredly cherish his
memory.

Resolved, That we tender to the friends and
relatives of the deceased, and especially to the
afflicted family, who have parted with a kind and
affectionate husband and father, our unfeigned
sympathy in this truly afflicting dispensation,
and trust the load of sorrow may be lightened
by the fond remembrances of the past, and the
hope of a brighter future beyond the grave.

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be
furnished the widow and family of the deceased,

as a slight evidence of the esteem entertained by
the surviving members for a fallen brother, and
that the same be published with the proceedings
and recorded in the journal of the Society.

One of the most entertaining features of the

meeting, and perhaps the most instructive part

of the proceedings, embracing as it did a wide

range of thought and observation, was the an-

nual address of the retiring President, Dr. J. T.

Jameson, of Ocselic. The subject of the address

was, "Nature and Time in the Cure of Disease,*'

and was a review in part of Parton's article

on the same subject, published in the Atlantic

Monthly of a recent date.

The address was highly commended by Dr.

BEEcnER in a few appropriate remarks, the at-

tention of the Society being especially called to

the recommendations contained in the conclud-

ing portions; and moved a vote of thanks to the

President, for his learned and able paper.

On motion, Drs. Avery, Beecher, and Mitchell

were appointed a Committee on the President's

Address.

The Society adjourned to meet at McDonough

on the second Tuesday of June next.

S. M. Hand, Sec'y.

THE RHODE ISLAND MEDICAL SOCIETY.

The regular semi-annual meeting of the Rhode

Island Medical Society was held in the rooms of

the Franklin Society, on North Main street, at

10 o'clock, A. M., December 16th, the President,

Dr. J. TV. C. Ely, in the chair.

The report of the Censors was read, and on

their recommendation, Drs. Lorenzo Traver, and

Charles O'Leary, of Providence, and Amos R.

Collins, of Westerly, were admitted fellows of

the Society.

The President appointed the following named

gentlemen delegates to various State Medical

Societies: Drs. TViggin and Newell, for New
Hampshire: Drs. Brown, Snow, and Morton, for

Vermont; Drs. Parsons, Caswell, and King, for

Massachusetts ; Drs. Browning, and Brownell,

for Connecticut; Drs. Fabyan, Mauran, and Eld-

ridge, for New York. Dr. H. G. Miller, of Provi-

dence, was eleeted orator for the next semi-

annual meeting.

Dr. King, of Newport, read an ancient physi-

cian's prescription, which was recently found

among some old papers in that place. It was

quite a lengthy and curious document, in the

light of modern science, and caused great amuse-

ment.

Dr. Howard TV. King, the orator appointed

for the occasion, at one o'clock, read an essay on
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Modern Improvements in Medicine," in which

he alluded to chloroform, allopathy, homoeopathy,

carbolic acid, bromide of potassium, and hyper-

medication, as subjects worthy of discussion

given him by others, and then gave his own

choice of subject as veterinary medicine, on

which he read an able dissertation.

On motion of Dr. Dunn, a vote of thanks was

passed to Dr. King for his able essay.

Dr. Ely, the President, then invited the Soci-

ety to dine with him at the Aldrich House imme-

diately after the adjournment, and there being

no other business before them, the Society then

adjourned.

Editorial Department,

Periscope.

Venesection for the Arrest of Hemorrhage.

Dr. C. C. F. Gay, of Buffalo, N. Y., in a recent

article in the Am. Jour, of Med. Sciences, speaks

of venesection not as a new but as a neglected

means of arresting hemorrhage.

"It is my purpose to do what I can to rescue

this powerful agent from unmerited neglect; to

show wherein it may be made available in cer-

tain cases of unavoidable hemorrhage, and to

recommend its employment; for if the methods

recommended by Simpson and Barnes be inope-

rative, as I think it demonstrable that they are,

then it must be confessed that we are not in pos

session of adequate means, in all cases, for the

arrest of uterine hemorrhage.

If we must make public this confession of

professional weakness, then no amount of popu-

lar prejudice should consign an agent to utter

negleet which gives any promise of usefulness

where the emergency was great and the remedies

few. Unfortunately for my advocacy of venesec-

tion, I am able to bring forward only a single

case in which it was employed, and this cannot

be considered a test case, inasmuch as it was one

of placenta prgevia lateralis and not of central

implantation, the danger, as every one knows,

being much more imminent in the latter than

the former.

" Case 1. In March, 1852, I was called to a

case of labor which proved to be one of lateral

presentation of the placenta. The patient was

robust and plethoric, aged 27, a mother of two

children; former labors normal and easy. I

found this woman sitting nearly in the upright

position in a high seat, prepared for the purpose

;

she claimed it as her right to maintain this posi-

tion ; her pains were regular, but not vigorous;

she had lost considerable blood during her pains,

which commenced two hours previous to my
visit. On examination, found os pretty well

dilated, and placenta presenting left laterally;

gave ergot, and waited until I ascertained that

at each pain the blood spirted freely from the

uterus. This case of labor occurred at a time

when blood-letting was used almost indiscrimi-

nately for numberless ailments. I decided to

bleed at once, and abstracted from the arm pleno

rivo, about eight ounces of blood, which, to my
surprise and gratification, effectually and at once

arrested the flooding, the pains immediately be-

came active, and as the vertex presented nor-

mally, labor was soon completed by the efforts of

nature, without any more loss of blood, the

patient convalescing as rapidly as in her previous

labors/'

There never occurred any doubt in my mind

that, in this instance, the fearful flooding was

controlled and arrested by venesection. Its ra-

tionale it is not my purpose now to discuss. I

content myself in giving the facts.

Although not strictly within the scope of this

paper to give cases in detail, I nevertheless can

more clearly illustrate my views upon the appli-

cability of venesection in cases of placenta pre-

via, by briefly reporting two cases of placenta

centralis occurring in the practice of Dr. Hauen-

stien, of this city, by whom I was called in con-

sultation, and with whom I was associated from

the beginning to the ending of the labor.

" Case 2. February 23d, 1868, was called in

consultation with Dr. H. to visit Mrs. R ,
Ger-

man, aged 38, multipara. One month prior to

this visit, the patient had been attacked with

uterine hemorrhage, which Dr. H. arrested by

the tampon. At our joint visit, this woman had

attained to her full period of utero-gesta fion, and

was flowing; labor pains slight. At next visit,

5 A. 3VL, ascertained that considerable blood had

been lost, and that there was no perceptible dila-

tation of the os. Introduced the air-ball tampon,

and bandaged the abdomen tightly. We deter-

mined to delay active interference, provided our

efforts to arrest hemorrhage with the air ball

should be crowned with success, until the com-

plete dilatation of the os. As the air-ball ap-

peared to be efficient for the arrest of hemor-

rhage, we did delay, and await the efforts of

nature, even beyond the verge of apparent safety,

until dilatation was completed. We had ascer-

tained from external palpation that the position

of the child was transverse, and by digital
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examination that the placenta was centrally

implanted. Pains had been considerable in force

at noon, but now, at 9 o'clock, P. M
,
have

ceased; tampon now removed, os found fully

dilated; entrance of the hand within the uterine

cavity easily made, the patient having been pre-

viously anaesthetized, one foot seized, brought

down, and when the breech became engaged,

hemorrhage, which had been considerable after

removal of tampon, was arrested, and the further

delivery, after the pains had become active, was

left to the unaided efforts of nature; she gave

birth to a living child, and had herself a good

recovery. I should add, that pressure was con-

stantly made with both hands upon the abdomen,

and maintained for some time after delivery.

The air ball, it is believed, applisd closely up
against the os, greatly facilitates dilatation."

In the second reported case, it will be seen at

a glance, that the air-ball was all-sufficient to

arrest hemorrhage, until the law of appropriate

management, enunciated above, was complied

with, viz., non-interference, save the necessary

means for the arrest of hemorrhage, until the

complete dilatation of the os, hence venesection

would not be thought of for one moment. Now,
were it possible for general blood-letting to ac-

complish the two-fold object of facilitating this

process of expansion or dilatation, and of arrest-

ing hemorrhage, then the accumulative prejudice

of twenty years against the employment of vene-

section should deter no one from its prompt, but
cautious use, before there were any giving way
or nagging of the vital powers/'

two or three of the compound rhubarb pills.

Most persons have a tendency to become consti-

pated at sea, although diarrhoea occurs in a cer-

tain per centage. Constipation not only results

from sea-sickness, but in turn aggravates it.

The reason has already been given why cathar-

tics should not be taken before starting. The

effervescing laxatives, like the seidlitz, or the

solution of the citrate of magnesia, taken in the

morning on an empty stomach, are bad in sea-

sickness. 6. After having become so far habit-

uated to the sea as to be able to take your meals

at the table and go on deck, never think of rising

in the morning until you have eaten something,

as a plate of oatmeal porridge or a cup of coffee

or tea, with sea-biscuit or toast. 7. If subse-

quently, during the voyage, the sea should be-

come unusually rough, go to bed before getting

sick.

Sea-Sickness.

The following rules are laid down by Prof.

Fordyce Barker against Sea-sickness.

1. Have every preparation made at least 24

hours before starting, so that the system may not

be exhausted by overwork and want of sleep.

This direction is particularly important for la-

dies. 2. Eat as hearty a meal as possible before

going on board. 3. Go on board sufficiently

early to arrange such things as may be wanted
for the first day or two, so that they may be easy

of access; then undress and •go to bed, before

the vessel gets under way. The neglect of this

rule by those who are liable to sea-sickness is

sure to be regretted. 4. Eat regularly and hear-

tily, but without raising the head, for at least

one or two days. In this way the habit of diges-

tion is kept up, the strength is preserved, while

the system becomes accustomed to the constant

change of equilibrium. 5. On the first night

out take some laxative pills, as, for example,

Acute Rheumatism.

The Lancet give the following treatment of

acute rheumatism, as practised by Dr. Sibson,

at St. Mary's Hospital.

1st. Removal of pressure and tension of joints.

2d. An even and warm temperature. 3d. Re-

moval or relief of pain. To accomphish the

first of these ends, the patient lies in bed, and

his joints are muffled in cotton-wool and flannel,

a cradle being placed where the weight of the

bedclothes is painful. For the second, the pa-

tient wears a flannel dressing-gown, and the

blankets touch the skin of the lower extremities,

sheets being placed only over the upper part of

the bed. For the third, the linimentum bella-

donnge of the Ph. B. is applied to painful joints,

and covered over with wadding. Occasionally,

where the pain is very excessive, from an eighth

to a quarter of a grain of morphia is injected

subcutaneously. For the rest, he has now and

then found it useful to apply a leech or two to a

swollen joint, or to the cardiac region. In cases

where there appears to be a gouty complication,

Dr. Sibson employs a little iodide of potassium;

but apart from this he does not give anv potash

to his patients. He finds the urine rarely con-

taining acid after the first few days of treatment.

As regards food, his experience and practice are

not a little interesting. The patient is allowed

from the first, roasted-meat, rice-pudding, and

porter. This diet was not only order d by the

Doctor, but was consumed by the patient with

very rare exceptions. Some patients confirmed

this statement, and added also strong testimony

to the immense relief derived from the applica-

tion of belladonna in the way described.
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Poisonous Hair Dyes.

The frequent impunity with which leaden and

other metalliferous hair dyes are used, when

only applied at intervals, has led to the intro-

duction of a more dangerous class than these,

called hair restorers, in which a slower action

of lead is employed to blacken the hair by daily

applications. The most romantically named hair

dyes and restorers are just so many solutions of

lead, mercury, silver, or copper, combined with

mordants or decomposing agents. Those of ni-

trate of silver destroy the hair, but do not injure

the health. Mr. Erasmus Wilson tells us that

one of the most largely used hair restorers con-

tains as much as a drachm of acetate of lead to

half a pint; it is sold for more guineas than it is

worth pence in point of money value. Leaden

combs, used daily, produce also insidious forms

of lead poisoning. Schott publishes, in the

Gazette Medicate de Paris (1864), an instructive

post mortem examination of a fatal case. Those

who have used some of these poisonous prepa-

rations with impunity for a number of years,

should yet remember the fate of Mademoiselle

Mars, who also dyed her hair, in the hope of

eternal youth, and succumbed in one night,

under cerebral disturbance produced by a new
application. The pearl-white powders, which

are becoming more and more fashionable for

giving the complexion the dull Parisian white-

ness of skin—the teint mat—are equally danger-

ous, and produce numerous poisonings, espe-

cially amongst dramatic artists. There are

many innocuous powders which answer the pur-

pose; but carbonate of lead adheres so much

better, that it is still the favorite, as it was when

Ovid denounced it in his Ars Amoris, and Mar-

tial in his Epigrams.

—

Brit. Med. Journal.

Detection of Mercury in Poisoning.

The following method is said by the Brit. Med.

Journal, to be employed by M. Buchner in search-

ing for mercury in the remains of a person poi-

soned by corrosive sublimate. The organic re-

mains having been disintegrated by a hot mix-

ture of chlorate of potash and hydrochloric acid,

the solution is diluted and saturated with sul-

phuretted hydrogen. After some hours, the sul-

phide formed is collected, dissolved in aqua regia,

and reduced by evaporation to a small volume.

A little water being added, a bright piece of

copper-wire is placed in the liquid, and when
mercury is present, the wire becomes grey, at

the latest in two days. The copper is withdrawn,

dried between folds of blotting-paper, and heated

in a wide test tube. The mercury is more easily

distinguished by removing the wire, and placing

in the tube a drop of tincture of iodine. M. Rie-

derer having remarked that the sulphide of mer-

cury which is formed by this process always con-

tains organic matter, has recourse to dialysis.

He operates in the following manner. After

disorganization by chlorate of potash and hydro-

chloric acid, the mercury in solution is precipi-

tated by sulphuretted hydrogen, the sulphide

collected, dissolved in a mixture of chlorate of

potash and hydrochloric acid, and dialysed with

500 c. c. of water. At the end of five day, the

water is evaporated, and the dialysis repeated.

After this treatment, the solution is again satu-

rated with sulphuretted hydrogen; the precipi-

tate is washed with ammonia and sulphide of

ammonium, then with weak nitric acid, and

finally treated afresh with hydrochloric acid

and chlorate of potash. Operating upon dogs

with calomel, M. Riederer has recognized that

the greater part of the mercurial compound is

eliminated by the excrements.

An Ovarial Cyst containing Hair.

The above was found by Dr. Paulicki, of

Hamburg, {Wiener Med. Presse, No. 40, 1868,)

in a woman of the town, aged 23 years. Her
left ovary was found to be transformed into a

number of cysts; one of which, on being opened,

revealed a pale-yellow, fatty, glistening mass,

of a pappy consistence, and a great number of

brown hairs. The single hairs measured from

two to five inches, and were somewhat thinner

than the hair of the scalp. The cyst which con-

tained these was of the size of a goose's egg
#

The left ovary had also numerous cysts; there

were close adhesions between the uterus and

rectum, and between the former and the ovaries

and tubes. A radiating cicatrix was found in

the vaginal portion of the uterus. Death had

been caused by syphilitic erysipelas of the head.

Habitual Constipation in Children.

Bohn says {Allgem. Med. Central-Zeitung,

No. 99, 1868) we should only make use of purga-

tives in the above cases when it is necessary to

meet any acute symptoms, which depend upon a

stagnation of the feces. He then prefers the

syrups spinas cervinse in doses of a teaspobnful

daily, or the use of repeated clysters.

Before all, we must endeavor to remove the

causes, which often depend upon faulty nutrition

;

and when no improvement can be made in this

respect, we may confidently resort to one of two

remedies; clysters of cold water and cod-liver

oil. The clysters are to be given at regular in-
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tervals once, twice, or three times daily, their

temperature being gradually reduced, until the

peristaltic motions of the intestinal canal become

regularly functional. When the use of clysters

is not practicable, in the case of poorly fed

children, and in those in whom rhachitis appears

imminent, he prefers the cod-liver oil. Both

remedies must be persevered in until the stools

occur regularly and independently of them; of

course with improvement the remedies are applied

with loss frequency. Of cod-liver oil, he found

two teaspoonfuls daily a sufficient dose to begin

with.

Reviews and Book Notices.

NOTES ON BOOKS.

The Annual Report of the Western Pennsylva-

nia Hospital for 1868 shows that institution in a

flourishing condition.

Since April 1st, 1856, thirteen hundred and

ninety-six patients have been admitted, of whom
two hundred and fifty-six were committed on or-

ders of the several courts of seventeen counties,

three hundred and sixty-four by the Directors of

the Poor of seventeen counties, seven hundred

and fifty by friends from twenty-one counties,

twenty-two from other States, and six from the

Western Penitentiary.

A singular case of abnormal gestation read

before the Richmond Academy of Medicine by

Dr. M. H. Houston, and subsequently printed

in the Richmond and Louisville Medical Journal

for June, 1868, has been separately published

from that journal, and will be found of interest

to obstetricians.

An article in the Neiv York Medical Journal

for Jan., 1869, on a new operation for artificial

hip-joint in bony anchylosis, has been repub-

lished as a separate pamphlet by D. Appleton
& Co. The author, Dr. Lewis A. Satre, well

known for his contributions to orthopaedic sur-

gery, calls attention in the preface to the erro-

neous statement in reference to one of his opera-

tions made by Dr. Louis Bauer in his recent

work on Orthopaedic Surgery. No doubt, Dr.

Bauer will cheerfully correct any misapprehen-

sion into which he may have fallen concerning

the matter. Such questions should always be

regarded from the stand-point of true scientific

value, not from that of any personal bias.

We have received the prospectus of the Ar-

chives of Ophthalmology and Otology. The edi-

tors are Prof. H. Knapp, of New York, and Prof.

S. Moos, of Heidelberg, and the work will be

published simultaneously in New York, by Wm*
Wood & Co., and in Carlsruhe, by C. F. Muli.er,

in English and in German. The subscription

price will be $7.00 yearly in advance. The first

number, it is announced, will be issued some

time in May, and will consist of about three

hundred octavo pages of entirely original matter,

contributed by men of eminence in this country

and in Europe; fully illustrated by engravings

and chromo-lithographic plates.

The second number will appear about six

months thereafter, the two numbers forming one

volume, "replete with articles of standard value,

not only to the professed ophthalmologist and

otologist, but also to the general practitioner."

An excellent address is that delivered before

the Medical Society of the State of New York, by

its President, Dr. John P. Gray, on Iosanity

and its Relations to Medicine. He takes strong

grounds against the modern tendency to special-

ize too much all the departments of medical sci-

ence, and illustrates the oneness that pervades

the whole.

An address by Dr. M. H. Houston, delivered

before the Richmond Academy of Medicine, on

retiring from the Presidential chair, has been

published by order of the Academy at Rich-

mond. It is an interesting effort.

The Fifth Annual Report of the Trustees of

the City Hospital, Boston, is a pamphlet of sixty

pages, with a number of views and plans of the

building.

Compendium of Percussion and Auscultation,
and of Physical Diagnosis of Diseases affecting

the Lunsfs and Heart. By Austin Flint, M.D.
Fourth Edition. New York: Wm. Wood & Co.

1869. 1 vol., 12mo., pp. 36, cloth. Price, 50
cents.

This little compendium is a handy reminder

for the pocket, and no doubt will be found of con-

siderable use. It presents, with great brevity

and by a master hand, the whole topic of physi-

cal diagnosis of heart and lung diseases.

Essentials of the Principles and Practice of
Medicine. A Handbook for Students and
Practitioners. By H. Hartshorne, M. 1).

Second Edition, revised and improved. Phila-

delphia: H. C. Lea. 1S69. Cloth, 8vo., pp.
452. Price, $2.38.

Hardly two years have elapsed since the first

edition of this work appeared, and it is evident

that the author presented his subject in a man-

ner destined to make it popular with the profes-

sion. The volume has been carefully revised,

and the contributions to medical science made

within the last eighteen months carefully exam-

ined, with a view to render the book complete.
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Articles of special importance, such especially as re-
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PREVALENCE OF SMALL-POX.
We observe that in a late number of the

Providence Journal a writer inveighs with great

propriety against the tendency to exaggerate

accounts of this much feared disease in the daily

papers. There have been published this winter

statements that there were one hundred deaths

daily in Cincinnati ; that the public schools at

Milwaukee were broken up by the pestilence;

that there were several thousand cases of the dis-

ease in Chicago ; that it was raging fearfully in

St. Louis; and now a climax of horrors is repor-

ted by special correspondents from California.
44 The streets are filled with funerals;" "the
graves are full;" " the days are not long enough

to bury the dead;" "fathers and children,

mothers, brothers and sisters expire daily ;" " the

physicians stand aghast ;" " in one town of 1000

inhabitants, 400 have had the disease, and 160

have died."

In addition to these ridiculous statements of a

general character, the most minute and disgust-

ing descriptions of individual cases are given,

the whole bearing unmistakable evidence that

the writer is a frightened fool, or a heartless,

unprincipled wretch, who would destroy the

peace of thousands, for the sake of making a

newspaper sensation.

What are the facts ? In Milwaukee there was
a large number of cases last fall ; but nothing

that caused any special alarm ; in Chicago, dur-

ing the whole year 1868, there were 1000 cases

of small-pox, and 292 of varioloid, of which only

146 died. It is probable that the majority of the

people of Chicago had not heard of any unusual

prevalence of small-pox. There were only 12

cases reported during the month of December.

In Cincinnati there were 78 deaths reported from

small-pox in the month of November, and 145 in

December. In that city, they have had trouble

in arresting the disease, on account of the oppo-

sition of certain German physicians to vaccina-

tion ; but there has never been any such panic,

nor such frightful mortality, as the papers repre-

sent.

From California we have no special informa-

tion; but presume that there is an epidemic of

small-pox there. It is probable that the propor-

tion of vaccinated persons there is less than at

the east, and that it may have been difficult to

obtain vaccination virus immediately; and that

there have been some malignant cases ; but noth-

ing of the kind, nor to the extent that " special

correspondents" represent.

The Eastern cities are remarkably free from

small-pox, this winter. No deaths are reported

from Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, or Provi-

dence. We are unable to obtain any reports of

mortality from the city of New York, and no

tables of death, except annual reports, are pub-

lished by the Board of Health of that city.

We have ourselves as good means of knowing

its prevalence in country districts as any, and we

feel safe in saying that it is not now, nor has it

been any time this winter more prevalent than

usual throughout the land. It is most ill-advised

in public journals to admit alarming and untrue

statements of this kind.

PHYSICIAN'S MUTUAL AID ASSOCIA-
TION.

In this poorly paid profession of ours, there

are few who succeed in laying up from their own
earnings sufficient to leave their families a re

spectable competence. Many a man looks with

anxiety to the possibility of his wife and children

having to struggle with poverty, and become the

object of the cold charities of relatives. Life

insurance, indeed, offers a means of guarding

against this, but then life insurance is uncer-

tain, costly, and not always practicable.

In New York city an organization has been

formed called the "Physician's Mutual Aid

Association," under the presidency of Dr. John

H. Griscom, whose reputation as a philanthropist

is widely known. The plan proposed is one

which, if fully carried out, will benefit the heirs

to a large extent, with very trifling expense.

The idea is that of 'purely mutual aid, tbe only

premium required of each member of the Asso-

ciation being the assessment fee.

The frequency with which this contribution

may be required, will depend solely upon the

rate of mortality of the associate members ; and
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it is believed that in no class of people is

lower than in the Medical Profession.

The principle is that of Co-operative Aid

which has already proved successful in several

instances, at a very trifling expense.

The annual rate of mortality of the whole

population of the city, including all classes, both

sexes and the infantiles, averages from 25 to

30 per thousand; and if such an Association as

this should be composed of all those, the assess-

ment fee therefore would be less than the pre-

miums required by ordinary Life Insurance

Companies 5
but if composed of Medical practi-

tioners only, it is clearly evident that the amount

called for annually will not be more than one-

fifth thereof.

The plan will be readily seen from the follow-

ing article in the constitution.

The Treasurer, upon being informed of the

death of any member, shall immediately no'ify

all the other members, and require of each the

following payments, viz : one dollar from those

admitted under fifty years of age. and two dollars

from those admitted over fifty years of age.

All assessments after the first must be paid

within thirty days after the notification of the

death of the last deceased member, under the

penalty of forfeiture of membership. The heirs

or legal representatives of a deceased member

are required to notify the Recording Secretary of

the Association of such death within ten days,

or as soon thereafter as practicable, such notifica-

tion to be accompanied with satisfactory vouch-

ers.

All assessments collected according to this Arti-

cle shall be paid to the legal representative of the

deceased; and if not claimed by the heirs at the

expiration of twelve months, sha*U be placed to

the credit of a Permanent Fund.

For all expenses incurred by the officers of the

Association in the transaction of its legitimate

business, if there is at any time an insufficient

amount derived from the initiation fees, the

amount necessary to make up the deficiency may

be deducted from the assessments received for

the benefit of the heirs of each decedent, but not

to exceed five per cent.

For any surplus assessment not less than

twenty-five dollars, paid by a member, the in-

terest thereof derived from a Savings Bank shall

be credited to its contributor ; and in case of his

decease before it is all appropriated to the heirs

of other members, the amount remaining shall

be paid to his heirs or legal representatives,

unless directed by the contributor thereof to

remain in possession of the Association, in which
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case such balance shall be devoted to the creation

of a Permanent Fund.

THE NEXT CENSUS.
The value of censual statistics to the sanitarian

and hygienist cannot be over estimated. We
have never been conspicuous as a country for

completeness or accuracy in such matters, but in

1870 we hope to see a change for the better.

Everything depends on going to work in the

right way, and under proper supervision. We
were very much pleased on seeing a paragraph
in a late number of the New York Times, on this

subject. It called attention to the fact that the

Special Committee of the House of Representa-

tives on the Census of 1870 has issued a call for

information and suggestions from all parts of the

country, as to the best method of taking the cen-

sus, with a view to recommending appropriate

legislation in reference thereto. This is a sensi-

ble move on the part of the committee, and we
hope the call will be responded to by those fa-

miliar with the subject. This will be the ninth

national census since the formation of the Gov-

ernment, and it is of the utmost importance that

it shall be accurately and fully taken. Statisti-

cal science, and particularly that branch of it

relating to vital statistics, has hitherto received

little attention in this country, and yet, owing to

the peculiar character of our population, there

is no country in the world where its teachings

are of greater importance, or would furnish a

more tnteresting study for the statesman, the

ethnologist, or the philosopher. The person who
is appointed to 'superintend the next census should

be a man who has a comprehensive view of what

a national census should be; who is well versed

in the science of statistics, and who is capable

of arranging the vast mass of information to be

obtained in a clear, systematic, concise, and in-

telligible form, accompanied by such compari-

sons, deductions, and comments, as shall impart

an interest to the work beyond that to be de-

rived from a mere collection of dry tables and

figures. Unfortunately, ws have but few men
in this country whose studies have fitted them

for such a task, and those few are not the men
to seek a position which, like other political ap-

pointments, is likely to be given to the most per-

sistent and least competent applicant. "If some

gentleman of acknowledged skill and ability as

a statistician," says the Times, "like Dr. E. M.
Snow, of Providence, for instance, who took the

last census of Rhode Island, and the best ever

taken in this country, would undertake the su-

perintendence of the next national census, we
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might hope to see the work done in a sreditable

manlier."

This is a first-rate suggestion. The equal of

Br. Snow at this work cannot be found in the

country, and we confidently predict that he

would give the most complete satisfaction in

such a situation. His experience, skill, and rare

qualifications as a statistician are unequalled,

and we sincerely hope that the business will be

put in his hands.

MARK THE RESULT.
Not many months since, we called attention to

the fact that several leading medical men of New
York city had given certificates to a secret nos-

trum used for preserving corpses. We expressed

our regret to learn this, and hoped for their own
sake and the sake of their reputation, these phy-

sicians and surgeons would prevent the owner of

this secret embalming fluid from using their

names to vend his nostrum. So far as we know,

this has not been done. We are even informed

on testimony beyond question, that the public

hospitals of New York—one of them at least

—

has been used as an advertising room for this

patent and secret preparation.

What is the consequence? Why that the

public press itself is inveighing against such

conduct. In a late number of the New York

Evening News a writer describes this advertising

exhibition of the preservative powers of the em-

balming fluid, and then proceeds as any intelli-

gent and honorable man would, in severely con-

demning it. He says :
" on this occasion our

hospital of benevolence was macle, not the benefit

of the public's intention, but to demonstrate upon

the bodies of two pauper women ; not to enlighten

the gentlemen learned in medicine, materia

medica, chemistry, pharmacy and therapeutics,

invited to witness the autopsy, but merely to cut

up, mutilate and indecently expose two friendless

bodies to illustrate their secret; merely informing

their invited audience what they could not dis-

guise that carbolic acid—which the odor preven-

ted their disguising—was a portion of the basis

of their nostrum."

If the facts are so, then neither eminence of

social position, professional standing, nor official

rank should shield these medical men from the

censure and the judicial castigation they deserve.

[ Readers of the Reporter are invited to

send ns copies of local Newspapers, and similar
publications, from all parts of the country, which
contain matters of interest to the profession. They
will be thankfully received, and acknowledged
under " Communications received.'']
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Notes and Comments.

THERAPEUTICAL BULLETIN".*
Compiled by Geo. H. Napheys, M.D.

This column will contain each week a collection of the

Recipes, remarkable for their novelty and elegance, now
in use by prominent practitioners, as recommended by
tbem in recent lectures at College and Hospital Clinics,

and at meetings of Medical Societies, in newly published
monographs and systematic treatise?, and in the current
medical periodicals of this country and Europe. It will

include formuise for hypodermic injections, for inhala-

tions, for rectal and vaginal suppositories, for ointments,

lotions, collyria, etc., etc.

The selection will be such that each prescription will

commend itself, both by its intrinsic merits, and by the

authority of the name of the physician by whom origi-

nated or employed. It is designed to give only the latest

and best approved therapeutical expressions of the pro-

fession—to afford a periscope of the remedial measures
resorted to by eminent living physicians.

It is proposed, hereafter, to classify these formulae, and
issue them in book form.

The list of anodynes employed against neural-

gia, commenced last week, will be continued in

a future number. Below will be found several

formulae for

Remedies employed as Tonics.

Dr. John FoRsyTH Meigs.

R. Ferri et quin'ae citratis, gr. vij.

Extracti gentianae fluidi,

Spts. lavend. compositi, aa f.gl.

Alcohol, f.sh
Aquae, f.^iij . M.

For one dose, ter die.

Prof. Joseph Pancoast.

R. Quiniae sulphatis, gr. xxxij.

Acidi sulphurici dil., gtt. lxiv.

Tr. cardamomi com p., f.Sjj.

Syrupi acacias, f-lji'j- M.
Sig. Teaspoonful ter die before meals, for a

child. And, if indicated, a grain of the pyropho?.

phate of iron, made into a tablet with gum
and sugar, after meals.

Dr. J. M. Da Costa.

R. Tr. ferri chloridi, f.§j.

Acidi acetici, f.gj.

Mix and add

Liq. ammonias acetatis, fjf v.

Syr. aurantii corticis, f-^ij. M.
Sig. Dessertspoonful gradually increased to a

tablespoonful ter die. This recipe, a modifica-

tion of Basham's mixture, is useful in those cases

in which the union of a tonic and diuretic effect

is desired.

* Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year
1869, by Gbo. H. Naphrys, M.D , in the Clerk's office of
the District Court ior the Eastern District of Pennsylva-
nia.

N. B. This copyright is not intended to prevent medi-
cal journals publishing these articles, but only their be-
ing issued in book form.
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Prof. Ellerslie Wallace.

R. Ferri pyrophosphatis,
f̂
ij.

Curacoae, f.%$8.

Aquae, f-oU*9 * M.
Sig. Teaspoonful four times a day.

Dr. Edward John Tilt.

R. Sodas hypophosphitis, gr. xx.—~xxx.>
Infusi gentianae comp., f.^vj. M. W

Sig. Two tablespoonfuls to be taken twice a

day, just before meals.

Prof. S. D. Gross.

R. Tr. ferri chloridi, f.ifj.

Quiniae sulphatis, gr. xx. M.

Sig. Twenty drops ter die, in sweetened water,

through a tube. He prefers the tincture of the

chloride to all the other preparations of iron.

Prof. Chas. D. Meigs considers reduced iron

(ferrum redactum) to be the most efficient of the

chalybeates, in two-grain doses three times a day,

after each meal, on a full stomach.

Tonic Hypodermic Injection.

Dr. Addinell Hewson.

R. Quiniae sulphatis, gr. iij.

Aquae destillatae, f.^j.

Acidi sulphurici diluti, q. s.

To make a neutral solution.

Of this, ten drops are to be thrown under the

skin three times a day. Dr. Hewson has em-

ployed this injection as a tonic in bad cases of

typhoid fever with signal success. He has also

found it valuable in breaking up obstinate inter-

mittents, when the ordinary treatment by the

mouth has failed. Two cautions are to be noted,

t. e., to have the solution neutral, and to have it

freshly made. If these be observed, there is no

(danger of the formation of an abscess.

Tonic Inhalation—Dr. J. M. Da Costa.

R. Ferri lactatis, gr. j.—ij.Ferri lactatis, gr. j.

Aquae destillatsc, f.^j. M.

For one inhalation. To be administered (by

means of any form of steam atomizer throwing

a fine spray) two or three times a day. Useful in

anemia, when iron given by the stomach is not

assimilated. Also in cases of gastric ulcers, when
the constitutional effect of this agent is called

for, while it is desirable to spare the stomach.

Tonic Bath—Dr. T. K. Chambers.

R. Acidi hydrochlorici

Aquae calidae,

in a wooden bath, the patient to remain in it for

from ten to twenty minutes. Dr. Chambers has

found this bath to confer muscular strength, even

when employed alone. When used in cases of

anemia while iron is being given internally, it

gives an impetus to the improvement of the pa-

f^j-ij.
C.xxx. M.

tient; more iron is taken up, and the blackening

of the faeces ceases.

Dr. T. H. Tanner also recommends the same
bath, with the addition of nitric acid, f.^jss., in

cases where the liver is inactive, as in invalids

from tropical climates.

[To be continued.]

To New Orleans!

The next meeting of the American Medical

Association will be held in New Orleans, begin-

ning on Tuesday, the 4th of May next.

We understand that a gentleman in the West
is making an arrangement whereby those who
may desire to descend the Mississippi river from

Cairo to New Orleans, in a first class steamer,

will be enabled to do so upon favorable terms.

The particulars of this arrangement will be

announced in the April medical journals.

The time from Cairo to New Orleans will be

about four days, and the fare will not exceed

thirty-five dollars from Cairo to New Orleans

and return. Perhaps beiter conditions may be

secured. We hope so.

Clerical Endorsements.

Under this title an excellent cotemporary, the

Lutheran and Missionary, has some very just

remarks on the folly and impropriety of clergy-

men lending their names to giving publicity to

hair-restorers, washing machines, quack medi-

cines, etc. It says: "Clerical endorsements are

more common in connection with medicines and

physicians than anything else. We have seen

page after page of reputed cures by patient

medicines certified to by clergymen. Their

names are paraded in the daily papers, testify-

ing to the wonderful results of pills, powders,

syrups, ointments, bitters, and liniments, each

having its own peculiar high sounding tith,
#

These testimonials are, for the most part, based

on most illogical deductions from facts, and do

not testify very highly to the reasoning skill of

the clerical subscriber."

Curiously enough, the very next article in the

columns of the Lutheran is an advertisement of

a secret remedy, with a Reverend somebody's

name tacked to it as voucher. We have repeat-

edly called attention to the gross inconsistency

of religious papers advertising, or religious lead-

ers endorsing, quack medicines. But we have

improved on our forefathers; we have so skil-

fully arranged it, that we can serve both God
and mammon, and hope to cheat the devil at our

last gasp.
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A Timely Warning.

The Rt. Rev. A. Cleveland Coxe, Protestant

Episcopal Bishop of the Western Diocese of New
York, in a lenten pastoral to his people, has the

following; strong and timely warning to his peo-

ple, on a crime only too prevalent in our day.

"I have heretofore warned my flock against

the blood-guiltiness of ante-natal infanticide. If

any doubts existed heretofore as to the propriety

of my warnings on this subject, they must now
disappear before the fact that the world itself is

beginning to be horrified by the practical results

of the sacrifices to Moloch which defile our land.

Again I warn you that they who do such things

cannot inherit eternal life. If there be a special

damnation to those who 1 shed innocent blood,'

what must be the portion of those who have no

mercy upon their own flesh?

" Dearly beloved, 'save yourselves from this

untoward generation.' "

Fatal Mistake.

Dr. W. M. Jennings, a prominent physician of

Titusville, Pa., accidentally poisoned himself on

Tuesday, the 16th inst., and died in great agony.

It appears that Dr. Jennings had been com-

plaining of a pain in the chest, and finally vis-

ited a drug store to obtain medicine to relieve it

Arriving at the store, he inadvertently took a

dose of what he supposed to be tincture of orange

peel, but which unfortunately proved to be tinc-

ture of aconite. Powerful emetics and strong

antidotes were administered, but all to no pur-

pose. Vomiting was succeeded by convulsions,

and a few hours after taking the poison he ex-

pired.

The Preservation of Syrupus Ferri Iodidi.

A writer in the Pharmaceutical Journal says:
'* I have in my possession a bottle of syrupus

ferri iodidi, which has now been made more than

twelve months ; it is simply corked, and has been

frequently exposed to the air. During the last;

six months the bottle has been kept only half

full, and the syrup is still in perfect preservation.

The method adopted to ensure this result is the

simplest conceivable; it consists (as recommen-
ded in a previous letter, in April Journal last

year) in exposing the syrup to sunlight for a

short time daily. The bottle I have alluded to

has been kept in a corner of the window of our

shop, and has there been exposed to many
changes of temperature.

"I believe I am indebted to a writer in the

Pharmaceutical Journal for the method of preserv-

ing syrupus ferri iodidi by exposure to sunlight

;

COMMENTS. S77

possibly to the Messieurs T. and II. Smith, of

Edinburgh, to whom pharmaceutists are under

obligations; for I find on page 353, Vol. VII*

second series, the following-.'—'A few remarka-

ble facts, in opposition to the general opinion

that exposure to sunlight is conducive to genera

tion of color in such preparations, are, we think

worth relating. We have frequently observed

that, under certain circumstances, colored syru-

pus ferri iodidi is bleached by exposure to sun-

light/"

Strength of Carbolic Acid Solutions.

In view of the fact that carbolic acid is now
largely in use in medicine, with a probability

that its range of application will be increased,

it is well for prescribers to be very careful of the

particular preparation they employ. Instances

are reported where much damage has been done

by the external application of this substance in

solution, the prescriber not knowing the exact

strength of the solution, and we ourselves have

seen carbolic acid ordered from the apothecaries,

in such a way as to evince plainly the fact of a

most blissful ignorance of whether the medicine

was a solid or a fluid, or in what proportions it

was proper to use it. Dr. W. T. Channing, of

Providence, reports to the Boston Journal of

Chemistry several cases of serious results, from

the use of the concentrated fluid acid, which is

dispensed by some under the name of " solution

carbolic acid," when the prescribers intended

only a milder solution, which they had been in

the habit of using, but had obtained it from other

druggists. Until, therefore, some distinctive

nomenclature shall be given to the various pre-

parations of this substance, and some officinal

"solution" shall be decided upon, physicians

cannot be too careful in learning the strength of

the solution employed, and it would be advisable

to give explicit directions where to procure it.

Second Sight.

There recently died in Pensacola, Florida, an

old colored preacher, known as "Uncle Jacob,"

about one hundred years old. He was present

at and could distinctly remember the surrender

of Cornwallis at Yorktown. A curious fact

occurred in his case, the truth of which we have

vouched for by a respectable medical gentleman

there. It is, that after many years of total blind-

ness, this old colored man, over one hundred

years of age, was astonished to awake one morn-

ing and find his eyesight fully restored—this

occurred recently, and the old man retained his

eyesight up to the hour of his death.
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Correspondence,

DOMESTIC

Turning the Foetus in Utero by External Mani-
pulation.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter:

Many years ago I was called to a patient in

labor attended by a midwife. Found the anus

protruding to the shoulder joint—the mother

very much exhausted—and the external parts ex-

cessively sensitive. Had been in labor twelve

hours. The midwife in her delirium of anxiety

had placed her feet against the nates of the

mother and exerted all her strength by pulling

on the anus, to deliver the patient.

The thumb of the foetus was towards the

pubis, and the palm to the left side of the mother,

showing it to be the right hand, therefore the

head was in the right, and the ribs and hip in

the left iliac fossa.

In the absence of pain I gently raised the

head with the ivliole palm of my left, while I de-

pressed the breech in like manner with my right

hand, which caused the anus to recede. During

the ensuing pain I pressed firmly with my right

hand against the breech, depressing it into the

cavity of the pelvic, while holding the head in

the elevation I had gained. This instead of in-

creasing the suffering of the patient, by obtain-

ing a new position and bearing of the foetus

from that in which it had for hours rested, di-

minished it.

In the next intermission of pain, I repeated

the manipulation of elevating the head and de-

pressing the breech, and again held it during the

pain, the anus almost disappearing, and on the

coming on of the 4th pain, I wa3 rejoiced to see

the feet slip through the labia. The patient was

speedily delivered of a dead child.

I have often since repeated this operation, gen-

erally producing breech presentation; occasion-

ally the feet slip down.

This operation is practicable, and with less

difficulty to the practitioner, and far less pain to

the patient than introducing the hand into the

uterus, and bringing down the feet as recom-

mended by our text books.

There is a predisposition in arm or shoulder

presentation to spontaneous evolution, which is

often accomplished by unaided action of the

uterus. This predisposition will prove to the

operator a willing auxiliary.

John S. Durry, M. D.

Troy, 111, Feb. 10th, 1869.

Patents in Surgery.

Editors Med. and Surg Reporter:

I place an exceedingly high value upon your

Journal, and the many practical ideas contained

in each issue; yet I cannot sympathize with your

patent instrument correspondent of June 10th.

I think I am perfectly safe in saying that nterit^

in any invention or discovery, either in medicine

or surgery, has always received its just and

proper reward, even where the invention or dis-

covery has not been guarded by a patent. The
principle which actuated Dr. Fordyce when he

penned:—" Had I been more ambitious of dying

a rich man than of living a useful member of

society, this compound"—referring to pulvis rhei

salin—"would have remained a secret while I

lived"—is, I maintain, the correct principle, and

will apply equally well to surgical instruments.

I have not seen the article in the Medical

Record to which your correspondent refers;

nevertheless I think we will be justified in ad-

hering to the code, and in giving our countenance

and attention only to patents with an ?.

Fred. P. Shepperd, M. D.

Asbury, N. J., Feb. 19, 1869.

Poisoning by Sulphite of Zinc.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter:

Marie, wife of Hon. Chas. S. Lewis, set. 28;

sanguine temperament, slight form, delicate

habit, but ordinarily healthy, took by mistake a

large tablespoonful of sulphite of zinc for epsom

salts, on the morning of the 20th January. Vio-

lent vomiting, with cramps, severe pain and

burning in the stomach, and extreme prostration

soon followed. Saw her an hour after. Pulse

50, very feeble, small, and easily compressible;

respiration difficult; considerable dyspnoea; great

irritation of the whole mucous membranes;

cough; copious flow of tears from the eyes; con-

stant desire to eliminate and discharge the feces.

After cleansing the stomach thoroughly, the fol-

lowing treatment was adopted.

Five grain doses of crystallized sup. carb. of

sodae in solution, at short intervals, until the

nausea was sufficiently allayed, when whippal

cream of eggs was given freely. After that

bromide of potassium wras given every hour, aa

much as three grains in solution. Opiates was

given at night, with mucilaginous drinks; per-

fect quiet and rest was observed. Patient slept

well.

January 21st. Pulse improved, no appetite,

tougue partly coated. Bromide of potassium

continued at intervals of six hours, with the
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milk of faranacea. Breathing less interrupted,

but great epigastric tenderness.

22d. More comfortable; pulse 65; tongue still

furred and sluggish; great feeling of prostration;

chicken broth and beef tea recommended; also

some brandy added to the milk diet.

23d. Patient comparatively comfortable, after

having spent the night in perfect unrest, be-

cause of a terrible itching and burning in the

skin. Prescribed chlor. potass., in solution, grs.

v., every six hours, with weak solution of per-

manganate of potass., to be applied externally.

No further difficulty; patient went on conval-

escing, without any untoward symptoms, making

a perfect recovery, with the exception of a little

formication at night.

J. W. Ramsay, M. D.

Clarksburg, W. Va., Feb. 1869.

News and Miscellany.

The Female Physicians at the Philadelphia
Hospital.

An occurrence that we consider of some his"

torical import, took place last month. Early in

the month the Professors in the Woman's Medi-

cal College in this city told their pupils that as

the lectures at Blockley were free to all students

of medicine in the city, they had a right to par-

ticipate if they chose to go. Fifteen, headed

by Miss Preston, went in and took their seats.

The male students commenced a general clap-

ping of hands and stamping of feet, and were

really somewhat uproarious, but the ladies

quailed not. All were as silent, unmoved, and

dignified as possible. After a few moments,

Professor Stille, of the University, entered, and,

after the usual applause had subsided, turned to

the ladies, and, in a neat speech, bade them wel-

come, and then commenced his lecture by 11 ladies

and gentlemen." After him came Dr. R. Levis,

who did not notice them at all, but proceeded

with his lecture as if nothing unusual had been

presented.

On the following Saturday, thirty-five ladies

walked in, and all passed off as before. The
next clinic day thirty-three were present. After

the lectures were concluded, Dr. Levis invited

the ladies through the wards. After the second

visit to the clinics, the ladies had Dr. Stille

elected consulting physician to the Female Hos-

pital, and Dr. Levis consulting surgeon to the

same, and both accepted.

This is a practical solution of a question often

discussed in this journal.

Medical Society.

A meeting of the physicians of Franklin coun-

ty was held at Chambersburg on Tuesday, Jan.

19th, and a medical society organized. The ob-

ject of the association is to promote the cause of

medical science, diffuse knowledge, and establish

friendly social relations among its members. The

following officers were elected: President, Dr.

A. H. Senseny: Vice-Presidents, Drs. J. K. Da-

vidson, A. H. Strickler; Corresponding Secre-

tary, Dr. S. G. Lane; Eecording Secretary, Dr.

W. H. Boyle; Treasurer, Dr. J. C. Richards;

Censors, Drs. J. L. Suesserott, B. F. Frantz,

Wm. Hunter. The next regular meeting will

be held in Chambersburg, in July.

Family Poisoned by Arsenic.

The family of Mr. Pinner, of New York, num-

bering eleven persons, came near being fatally

poisoned, recently. To clear the house of rats

arsenic had been purchased, and that part of it

which was not immediately used was carelessly

put in a closet where general household stores

were kept. The servant, mistaking it for salara-

tus, used it in making a pudding, which every

one in the house shared in eating. One of the

victims died.

Death through Inhaling Chlorform.

An inquest was held at the Horse and Groom,

Walworth-road, London, on the body of Mr. A.

J. Roberts, aged 31, assistant to Messrs. Steed-

man and Falconer, chemists, Wal worth- road.

Deceased, before going to bed, complained of

the toothache. The following morning he was

found dead in bed, lying on his face, under

which was a silk pocket handkerchief. Near the

bedside was a small bottle, but there was nothing

in it. It was stated that when afflicted with the

toothache, the deceased was in the habit of in-

haling chloroform, and it is supposed that he had

used this drug to allay the pain on the night of

his death. The jury, therefore, returned a ver-

dict of "Death by Misadventure."

Health Charts.

It is announced that a recent report of the

medical officer of the Privy Council in England

supplies a map of the cholera districts, and that

a series of charts is in preparation in reference

to other diseases, so that persons subject to any

particular malady may know what districts to

shun. A medical atlas of this kind will, it is

contended, save time, expense and disappoint-

ment. These maps are believed to show the wis-

dom of treating certain important diseases in
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separate hospitals, the air and the soil which are

life to one case, being exceedingly prejudicial to

another.

Removal of the Hotel Dieu.

The Hotel Dieu, the oldest of the hospitals in

Paris, dating from about the year 650, will soon

be entirely removed from its ancient site, and the

spot that it occupies will be converted into a

splendid square facing the Cathedral of Notre

Dame. The question of rebuilding the Hotel

Dieu has been in agitation since 1772, when it

suffered from an extensive conflagration, but the

place to which it should be removed caused such

differences of opinion that nothing was done.

The contest was principally between the advo-

cates of a central situation and on one of the out-

skirts of Paris. Within the last few years, it

was resolved to rebuild on the Isle de la Cite in

the very centre of Paris, and a large space of

ground was provided by the purchase and de-

molition of the old houses on the selected site.

It is now reported that the new Hotel Dieu will

be completed in 1869. Several of the ten pavil-

lions which compose the hospital edifice have

already reached to the height of a third story,

all the others have two floors entirely finished.

There will be eight court-yards between the dif-

ferent wings of the building, and the eastern and

western sides are to be connected by a long

gallery.

Preservation of Specimens.

Soft specimens of natural history and of

comparative anatomy, if placed in alcohol

saturated with corrosive sublimate, beginning

with a low strength of spirits and increasing it

at short intervals, will become so thoroughly

changed and prepared, that they may be after-

wards kept indefinitely in pure water without

any further alteration.

It is stated that Nelaton thinks it will

be safe to sever the Siamese twins, and the ope-

ration will probably be performed.

The Protestant College at Beirut, Syria,

has forty-one students in the literary and twenty-

one in the medical department. The latter all

pay their fees in full—$45 in gold.

Dr. Brown Sequard is said to have accepted a

chair in the Paris Faculty of Medicine. Brown-
Sequard has a faculty of accepting professor-

ships, keeping them a year or so, and then

abandoning them. He has held professorships

in two or three colleges in this country.

[Notiees inserted in this column gratis, and are solicited
from all narts of the country; Obituary Notices and Resolu-
tions of Societies at ten cents per line, ten words to the Une.\

MARRIED.

Durham—MofrROY.— At Readine-, Pa., on the9*h inst.,
by H-v. E. J. Rich^rcK A1 Wert. K. Durham and Sallie A.,
daughter of Dr. J. K. McCuHy.
Me.'LV—McAvall.—Jan. 27th, at the residence of Mr.

Huerh McAnall. hy Pev. L Gr'wr, agisted by Rev John
M. Mealy. Geore-e N. M-aly, M.D.. of Tjler eo., and Miss
Mary M. Mc Anall, of Ohio eo.. West Va. (Corrected )

Pot.k— Levergood.—In the Pre-by'erian Church of
Wrightsville, on the I6 rh inst., hy the Rev. S. Morton
Pe.arce, ass ; «ted by the Rev. Mr. Weaver, of the Lutheran
nhurcb, C. G Polk. M. D., sou of the Hon. C. G. Polk, ex-
Governor of Delaware, and Miss Phebe Levergood, of
Wrightsville, York co., Pa.

Roebuck—Fr.KTCHKR—On the 4 fh in«t , by the Rev. D.
R. Moore Dr. D. Y. Roebuck and Miss Frances Fletcher,
all of Dalton, Wayne co., Ohio.

Phaeefer—Hetich.—In Rueyruo. Crawford eo., Ohio,
FeW. 2d, William B. Shaeffer, M D., and Miss LucretU
A. Uetich.

DIED.

BOGGS.—June 4th, at his late res'd°nce in Franklin
Township, Allegheny co., Pa., Crawford A. Bogg-, M. D.,

in the 35th year of his age.

Frown-N*ar Deerfield. Lewanee co., Mich., Feb. 3d.

Jonas Brown, M.D., aged 75 jears.

Geoan —In this city, on the 15th inst., Dr. John Ge-
gan, Jr.

TToehung.— On the 21st inst., Fffie E , second daughter
of Dr. A. A. and Annie T. Hoehling, aged 2 years and
8 months.
Masov—At Deerfield, T.*»wanee co., Mich., Jan. 30th,

M. M. Mason, M. D., aged 58 years.

Mit.es.—In New York, Feb. 18, Archibald Miles, M. D.,

aged 65 j ears.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Dr. T. G. H, ofO—We cannot give you positively the
ea-lv treatment of the case of sunstroke mentioned in

the Hospital Reports, but have no doubt it was the cold
water and stinoulant plan.

G. &Co.. of Ohio—Boudault's Pepsine is a. good article

in dyspepsia. S •> is the American article.

Dr. G.I, of III.— ' What work on Disease? of Children
do vou recommend as being the best? I have Meig's
work." Try Smith's new work.

"What, will a wired skeleton cost?" $45.00; send mo-
ney by P. 0. order.

Dr. A. D B.. of Texas—' 1

! would he p'eased if you
would inform me, through the columns of your journal,

whether you can procure lor me, and at what eost per
pound, the ethereal solution or essence of peroxide of hy-
drogen, used by Dr. John Day, of Australia, in D>abetes,

as reported in the London Lancet for April, 1?68." It is

a preparation which we do not know where to procure
vou in this market. Perhaps some of our readers will in-

form us.

METEOROLOGY.
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HEGEMAN'S GENUINE COD-LIVEH OIL.
Our Cod-Liver Oil is warranted pure Newfoundland Oil. it has stood the test of twenty years' experience, and

Can be relied on in every particu ar. Its superiority over that prepared on our own seashore is shown by the numer-
ous cures performed by it when the inferior oils had been tried without effect. We make no claim to any secret
mode of concentration or cold pressing, but warrant it pure 01. Morrhua of the U. S. P.

The most perfect Iron Tonic.

Hegeman's Ferrated Elixir cf Bark, or Elixir of Calisaya Bark with Pyrophosphate
of Iron.

The FERRATED ELIXIR OF BA.RK is a pleasant cordial, possessing the valuable properties of Calisaya
Bark, deprived of its tannin and coloring matter, and contains eight grains of the Pyrophosphate op Iron in each
fluid ounce; and in all cases where a mild and efficacious Iron Tonic is desired, will be found a most valuable pre-
paration. As a preventive to fever and ague, and as a tonic for patients recovering from fever or other sickness, it

cannot be surpassed.
Directions.—For an adult, a dessertspoonful to a tablespoonful may be taken three times a day, before meals.

Children in proportion to their age.

Hegeman's Cordial Elixir of Calisaya Bark, (Pernvian Bark.)
The CALISAYA (or " King's Bark,") is the most valuable of the numerous varieties of the Peruvian Bark, and in

the Elixir is combined with other ingredients that increase its efficacy, and at the same time overcome the intensity
of its bitterness, rendering it a most agreeable cordial.

For persons living in Fever and Ague Districts, it will be found invaluable as a preventive—half a wine glass
taken night and morning, rendering the system much less subject to the unhealthy influence of the atmosphere.

Tiie above preparations areso»!d by Druggists throughout the United States.
Samples of the above preparations will be furnished on application.

675—600—eow.
HEGEMAN & CO., Chemists and Druggists, New York.

Particular attention is called to

the improved artificial Legs and

Arms; apparatus for Resection

shortened legs, ununited fracture

apparatus for the variations of

D.W.KOLBE
AfA,Vl/FACrU#£J? Of

Club-foot, bow-legs, knock-knees

weak ankle j spinal supporter

apparatus for disease and injuries

of hip-joints,,

No. 15 SOUTH NINTH STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA.

SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS, APPARATUS, Etc.

J. H. GEMRIGr,

109 South Eighth Street, Philadelphia,
MANUFACTURER OF SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS,
Apparatus for Deformities, Splints, Bandages, etc., etc.,

in every variety.

Atomizers, Wales' Endoscope, Trusses, Ophthalmoscopes,
Laryngoscopes, of all kinds.

All goods warranted of the finest quality.

Refers to—
THE PROFESSORS IN THE MEDICAL COLLEGES

OF PHILADELPHIA, and to the profession gen-
erally.

NEW ORLEANS

JOURNAL OF MEDICINE,
A Quarterly Consolidated from the

SOUTHERN JOURNAL OF THE MEDICAL SCIENCES,

and the
NEW ORLEANS MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

Edited bv
Drs. S. M. BEMISS and W. S. MITCHELL.

TEEMS.
One copy, per annum, in advance $fi.P0

To Clubs of over Five, to one address, per volume... 5.00
With Richmond Medical Journal (monthly), 1 year. 8.00
With St- Louis Reporter (semi-monthly), one year... 8.00
Or the three for 10.00
Contributions of Essays, Reports of Cases, or Reviews,

are respectfully solicited, and when the wish is expressed,
will be paid for at as high rates as are allowed by similar
Journals in this country.

Address W. S. MITCHELL. M. D., Prnp'r,
585.U.X. Lock Box 893, New Orlean*.



MEDICAL DEPARTMENT OF THE

UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT,
AED

State Agricultural College,

BURLINGTON, VERMONT.

MEDICAL FACULTY.

JAMES B. ANGELL, A. M., LL.D., President.

SAMUEL W. THAYER. A.M., M. D., Professor of

General and Special Anatomy.

WALTER CARPENTER, M.D.. ?rof°ssor of Theory

and Practice of Medicine, and Materia Medioa.

TOSEPH PERKINS, M. D., Emerihis Professor of Ob-

StetrWand Diseases of Women and Children.
" HENRY M. SEELY, Ph. D., Professor of Chemistry

and Toxicology.
j

JNO. ORDRON ATJX, A. M., M. D., Professor of Physi-

ology and Pathology.

ALPHEH3 B. CROSBY. A.M., M.D., Professor of

Principles and Practice of Surgery.

EDWARD S. DUNSTER, A.M., M D., Professor of

Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children.

CH \ RLES p
. THAYER, M.D , Microscopy and Cura-

tor of College Museum.

GEORGE H. TENNY, Demonstrator of Anatomy.

Prosector to Professor of Surgery.

P. W. THAYER, Burlington, Vt., Dean of the Medical

Faculty.

The next Annual Course of Lectures in this institution

will commence on the first Thursday of March, 1869. and

continue sixteen weeks. At the commencement of the

term, every student is required to call on the Dean, and

enter his name and place of residence, and the name and

place of residence of his Preceptor, in the Register, and

pay all fees for the course.

FEES—The Fees of this College have been raised, in

common with the other Medical Colleges in this country.

Matriculation (paid but once)
|5.J]0

Pean's Certificate (General Ticket) t^m
Graduation Fee Zo -w

Students who have attended two full Courses of Lec-

tures in other accredited Medical Colleges, receive all the

Tickets to the Lectures of this College, exclusive of the

Matriculation Ticket, for $20.00.

On Saturday of each week a Medical and Surgical Cl-
ique will be held at the College.

The Dissecting Room will be open throngh the term.

An ample supply of anatomical material will be furnished

at cost.

For further information, address

S. W. THAYER, M. D., Bean,

614—626 Burlington, Vt.

PENNSYLVANIA TRAINING SCHOOL FOR FEE-

ble minded children. For reports, and terms of admis-

tion. address Isaac N. Kerlin, M.D..

548-599 Media, Pa.

SAMUEL S. WfllTE,
MANUFACTURER AND DEALER IN

DENTISTS' MATERIALS,
FURNITURE, INSTRUMENTS, etc.,

PHYSICIANS' EXTRACTING CASES,
APPARATUS FOR PRODUCING

LOCAL ANAESTHESIA BY NARCOTIC SPRY.
SYRINGES FOR HYPODERMIC INJECTION.

PHYSICIANS' MICROSCOPES.
Depots—12th and Chestnut sts., Philadelphia; 767 and

769 Broadway, New York: 16 Tremont Row, Boston ; and
100 and 102 Randolph Street* Chicago. 531—tt

SNOWDEN & BROTHER,
Late Wiegand <fe Snowden.

Established 1821.

MANUFACTURERS AND IMPORTER8 OF

SURGICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS,
MEDICAL SADDLE-BAGS,

Trusses, Druggists' Sundries, &c, Sec.

No. 23 South Eighth Street,

583-634 PHILADELPHIA.

NEWLY INVENTED AND EFFECTUAL

GUTTA PERCHA PESSARIES.

The material is known as non-irritating, from the long
use of the watch-spring Ring.

The Globe.
This has been well patronized by the readerf

of this journal, and many have been the con-
gr -tulatiwns of its success. It is a lUh% hol-
low bulb, readily removable by a short silk«u
cord drawn through a silver- wire staple. By
its lightness and slightly yie'ding when in con-
tact with blood heat, it is retained of a much
les< size than glass or metal. It ascends me-
chanically in the vagina, and drives the u'e-us

before. Two inches in diameter. W eighs but gag, Troy.

Caution.—II nt water or any other heat above blood heat
de.- troys it. Price, $2.00.

Cup.
The bordered cup proves to support the

Uterus to its fu'l heights. It produces but a
little displacement, its cheapness and almost
certain suoport, renders it the most accepta-
ble of all pessaries. That it is retained in
position when of an appropriate size, may
well be imagined, since the circumference of

the border makes a long g<-.>ove in the surrounding tis-
sues; a d the pnsterior wall of the vagina presses it

agaanst the cervix. The engraving shows the position in
which it sets, when it has embraced iho cervix normally.
The line A represents the axis of the vaginn—B a silken
tape for removal when it needs cleaning. Price, $1.00.

N. B. When the walls of the vagina are completely
collapse!, the gl .be or cup will succeed, after a brief ele-
vation oi the uterus with the stem pessary.

Stem Cup.
This is made to set on on any stem contri-

vances (*crt w to be 5-8 in. long, and 3-16 in.

thick to shoulder plate, 3-8 in. diameter.) This
bo ds the cervix in its normal position, when
e'evated; not bendin?, as the straight upward
cup or ring does. Price, $1.50.

Chestnut Hollow Bulb and Coil.

(Ordinary sizes weigh also but ^ss. Troy.)

This is applicable when the uterus is inclined
to fall backward, (retroversion.) It is also made
without a coil, to set on a stem. Price of either,

$2.00.

Spring Levers and Bulb Ends Spring Horss Shoes.

They are flexible, the same as tbewatch-
spriner ring?. They may be compressed and
tied with a tilken tape, as mresen r ed in the
cut, until in position, and then left to ex-
pand. Price 5)1.25.

RECTUM BOUGIE.—The neck is a gutta percha cov-

ered sprine, bending as the point l^ads i'. The smaller

are solid, but the larger made hollow, to become also

flexible.
Price $2.00. Mailed, $2.25.

These instruments have all the superior finish of this

manufactory of watch-spring rings. They stand the open
air equal or better than any others. But to avoid fully

the heretofore existing trouble with the rings, they can

be safely preserved in water when not in use.

43* Apply through this office. 618—X.
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.Communications.

TRANSLATIONS.
From the German, by Dr. M. Pflaum.

1. The Termination of the Sensible Nerve of the

Urinary Bladder. By Stud. Med., Joh. Kis-

selew, at the University of Charlcow.

Examinations about the relations of the nerve

in the mucous membrane of the urinary bladder,

which I made last winter session under the di-

rection of Professor Chryonszczewsky, were of

the following results:

tl The little nerve trunks of the sub-mucous-

membrane send off fine nervous twigs, or more

frequently single nerve fibres, which pierce the

mucous membrane in different directions, and

finally terminate in the following double way

:

1. Either the nerve fibres go directly to the

deeper epithelial layer, where they change into

piriform neuclei containing structures, or

2. They unite in the upper part of the mucous

membrane to a horizontally arranged plexus,

and from this are eliminated those fibres which

unite with the piriform structure.

II. Against the epithelial nature of these piri-

form structures speaks besides their form the

following

:

1. In a solution of carmine they get more in-

tensely colored than the neighboring epithelial

cells, and .

2. They adhere more strongly to the mucous

membrane than the common epithelial cells.

III. They are on the contrary of nervous

nature, which appears from the following:

1. Chloride of gold gives them, in the same

way as to the nerve fibres, a dark brown or even

black color, whilst the surrounding connective

tissue and the epithelial cells are not at all

changed bv it.

2. Every one of these structures is anatomi-

cally a continuation of the axis cylindre of a

nerve fibre. This continuation became evident

by the isolated preparations.

IV. Before the junction with these terminal

apparatuses, the axis-cylinder often undergoes a

dichatomous division.

V. The nerve sheath disappears for the most

part, still before the concerned fibre has reached

the epithelial layer.

By this examination I availed myself of a solu-

tion of carmine, a solution of chloride of gold,

and a solution of chronic acid (for isolating.} I

also made use of pencil and needle.

Moveable Bodies in the Blood. By Dr. K. Bet-

TELHEIM.

The writer found first in the blood of a patient

suffering from hsemorrhagic variola, a rather

large quantity of small bodies, partly puncti-

form, partly rodlike, bustling about like vibrions

between the money-rolls, like arranged blood-

corpuscles. The same were found by the writer

in two cases of typhus exanthematicus, one of

echinococcus hepatis, one of intermittens, one of

chlorosis, hysteria, syphilis, scarlatina, pneumo-
nia, etc. They were also found, but not in so

great a number, in the blood of a considerable

number of healthy persons, which had been e: -

amined with the greatest caution ; altogether, the

writer finds blood, in which these bodies are

missing, than such, where they are present.

He therefore thinks that their pathological im-

portance should not be over-valued.

He observed the following three kinds :

1. Such bodies, which magnified 630 times,

steadily appear as punctiform dark bodies,

moving about rather briskly in to and fro waving

excursions.

2. Very small bodies, just perceptible when
magnified 1400 to 1500 times, moving about

vigorously.

3. Larger, distinct redlike structures, of the

size of half the diameter of a blood-corpuscle or

a little smaller; they have a tumescence at the

end, which appears as if it were separated from

the rest of the little rods by being unstringed.

Their motion is plain but slower. It seems,

that besides their motion in toto, a wave-like

motion goes in themselves.

181
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The Influence of the Bile on the Salts of Quinine.

By Dr. Malinin, of Tiflis.

When the bile is brought in contact with a

solution of sulphate of quinine, a reciprocal de-

composition takes effect rapidly, namely: sul-

phate of soda, and glycocholate of quinine, with

an abundance of free glycocholic acid gets formed.

The glycocholate of quinine has the appear-

ance of a resinous, thick, tough mass, is insolu-

ble in water and in diluted acids in the usual

temperature; but soluble in strong ammonia and

in alcohol. It is only very little soluble in a

solution of caustic alkali, as when long exposed

to its influence a double combination ensues.

When boiled with strong acids, especially the

sulphuric acid, the quinine is set free again,

whereby choloidinic acid seems to be formed

;

but this set free, quinine deviates in some respects

from the common quinine. Under the influ-

ence of a saturated solution of the acetate of lead,

the quinine of an alcoholic solution of the gly-

cocholate of quinine separates very easily, a pre-

cipitate of glycocholate of lead is formed, and the

acetate of quinine remains in the solution.

Judging then from the preceding, quinine

can only be resorbed in the stomach, and what

there of it goes over to the intestines must ne-

cessarily be lost, on account of the insoluble

combination with the bile ; this fact is of great

importance with us in the Kaukasus, where

quinine is annually used in great quantities for

intermittent fever, to the amount of pptr. 40,000

rubles.

Anaesthetics.

The Dental Hospital and the Odontological So-

ciety of London have recently been conducting

an extended series of experiments on the value

of protoxide of nitrogen, or laughing gas, as an

anaesthetic agent. The final conclusions drawn
were that protoxide of nitrogen is not useful as

an anaesthetic in severe and prolonged surgical

operations, but acts well in minor cases. Child-

ren, it is stated, are most readily affected by the

gas, remain the shortest time anaesthetized, and
recover more rapidly than others. The reverse

is the case with women.

Present Mode of Identification of Corpses at
the Bellevue Hospital Morgue.

The Warden of Bellevue Hospital has adopted

the plan of taking photographs of corpses brought

into the Morgue, which allows of a more speedy

interment. The number of the grave, with other

necessary particulars, is entered in a register,

and the photograph preserved for the convenience
of inquiring friends and relatives.

Hospital Reports.

Pennsylvania Hospital,
[

Philada., Nov. 1 8, 1868.
}

Clinic op J. M. Da Costa, M. D.

Reported by Dr. Napheys.

Post Mortem Specimen.

Intestinal and Pulmonary Phthisis.—This sped'

men presents marked lesions connected, as in the

case shown at the last clinic (v. p. 130), with

tubercular disease. It was taken from the body

of a man who had been in the hospital for up-

ward of two months. He had the ordinary his-

tory of phthisis, and the physical signs were

those which indicated marked consolidation and

subsequent softening of the lung structure. There

was then about that part of the case nothing

very unusual. But irrespective of the pulmon-

ary difficulty, there existed throughout a laryn-

geal affection, (difficulty of swallowing, impaired

voice,) and, as a still more marked feature, an

intestinal affection which betrayed itself in a

slight soreness of the abdomen, and more partic-

ularly in a constant, uncontrollable diarrhoea.

It will be instructive to ascertain with what

states of the intestine this uncontrollable diar-

rhoea was associated, and also to look at the lung

structure.

There is found at the upper lobe of the left'

lung a large cavity. It is nearly as large as the

perfect sac presented by the case examined at

the last clinic (v. p. 130), but in this respect dif-

ferent, that there is more of lung structure left,

and its walls are not so smooth. It is therefore

more typical of a tubercular cavity. In the other

portions of the lung are to be seen tubercular

deposits in which small cavities are beginning to

form.

The intestine shows very marked lesions.

Peyer's glands are largely ulcerated, there are

large ulcers in the colon, and a few ulcers exist

in the upper portion of the small intestines.

These ulcers are quite significant, They are

not ordinary ulcers, but tubercular ulcers. The

case is one, therefore, of intestinal phthisis, as

well as of lung phthisis. The intestinal symp-

toms were, of course, uncontrollable, because

they depended upon the same kind of deposit,

with softening, that proved so destructive in the

lung. The general way in which the specific

ulceration of the bowel takes place is as follows

;

The deposition of tubercular matter takes place,

not often in the mucous coat, but rather in the

submucous coat of the intestines. It raises the
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submucous coat, and after a while it extends, or I

rather the process of ulceration which is set up

extends to the mucous coat, and thus breaks

through, as it were, into the intestine. Or,

again, though this is rare, the ulceration passes

from the submucous coat in an outward direction

to the periosteum, and even leading to perfora

tion. One of the ulcers here found had almost

perforated the peritoneal investment.

A practical point is the manner of distinguish-

these ulcers from the ulcers of typhoid fever, for

they have in this case affected chiefly the very

part affected in that disease. In the ulcers of

typhoid fever there is loss of structure, but there

is no inflammatory action, hence the edge of the

ulcers which is here found closely defined, raised

and indurated, does not exist in the lesion of that

fever. Moreover, there are to be seen, on look-

ing at one of these ulcers closely, signs of deposit,

which cannot be detected in the typhoid fever

ulcer.

Tubercular infiltration has also taken place in

the mesenteric glands. Of course, with such a

state of things, the body could not be nourished.

Every case of diarrhoea in phthisis will not

present lesions as marked as this. In bad cases

of marked tubercular diathesis, simultaneous tu-

bercular affection of the bowel is apt to occur.

Still, a fair proportion of cases of tubercle which

have diarrhoea show, after death, simply a little

engorgement and thickening here and there, but

nothing approaching to true tubercular deposit

and ulceration, such as is exhibited in the speci-

men just examined.

Displacement of the Liver.

Annie H., set. 40. Admitted 8th of October;

marrieoY; has had seven children. She had an

attack of bilious fever five years ago, from the

effects of which she suffered for seven weeks.

Otherwise she had been a healthy woman until

about two years since, when she first noticed a

dragging pain in the right hypochondrium, which

at times was severe and accompanied by vomit-

ing. The pain increased throughout the year,

and a slight, hacking cough developed itself.

About December, 1860, a gradual subsidence of

pain took place, and she noticed a swelling ap-

pearing under the ribs on the right side.

The pain had entirely subsided about four

weeks before admission, at which time, however,

the swelling in the right side had projected down
almost to Poupart's ligament, and, according to

the patient's account, nearly to the median line,

at least she was conscious of its extending so far.

At the time the pain disappeared, one similar in

character and intensity was developed in the cor-
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responding situation on the left side. This pain

has continued to the present time. It certainly

was quite marked at the period of admission.

Looking back at this history, we find an attack

of bilious fever first, then pain in the right side

to a marked degree, lasting for about a year,

gradually subsiding, and soon after, a swelling

becoming manifest and extending over the whole

of the right part of the abdomen anteriorly.

There are to be added to this brief statement of

the history, the facts that there were signs

throughout of irritability of the stomach with-

out pain on swallowing, that the bowels have

been disposed to be constipated, that there has

never been any dropsy, and that the patient is

fond of gin. It is to be further stated, in regard

to the abdominal organs, that the patient has

been jaundiced, which, she says, occurred only

three weeks before admission. She still presents

some evidences of jaundice, although it is< not

nearly so marked as it was ten days ago. With

reference to the presence or absence of fever,

since she has been in the hospital, the highest

temperature has been only 99 4-5 F., which is

scarcely to be called a fever temperature. There

is no pulmonary or cardiac disease. The urine

is loaded with phosphates; sp. gr. 1022; con-

tains a trace merely of albumen, and no casts.

Examining the condition of the patient as she

now presents herself, she is seen to be a woman
apparently well nourished ; with very little yel-

lowness of the skin or of the conjunctiva remain-

ing; with a pulse of about 88; without cough;

with good resonance over the chest anteriorly

and posteriorly, filling the lungs thoroughly

.

with respiration distinct, even at the lower por-

tion of the chest; with nothing abnormal about

the heart-sounds; and with a very large abdo-

men.

Is this swelling due to dropsy? There is no

fluctuation ; the larger mass of it is tympanitic,

but there is resistance to the touch and a hard,

dense tumor, distinctly perceptible on the right

side of the abdomen, extending almost to the

median line, and down nearly to the symphysis

of the pubis. This tumor is movable to a con-

siderable degree. She states that she sometimes

feels it move toward the left side. On passing

the hand in under the lower part of the mass, a

smooth and distinct outline can be distinctly felt.

What then is this tumor? The question which

first naturally occurs is, whether or not the dis-

ease her© present be an enlarged liver. Or is it

a mere abdominal swelling, omental in charac-

ter? Is it an enlarged kidney? Or, though it

be on the right side, ia it one of these curious
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spleens which go travelling around the abdomen,

much to the distress of practitioners, who have

to ascertain what they really are? And, sup

posing it to be an enlarged liver, what particular

affection would give rise to a swelling as marked

as this?

These are certainly very interesting points to

moot. In all cases of abdominal tumor, for such

this may be called, roughly speaking, it is im-

possible to be too careful in diagnosis. The

more experienced the physician becomes, the

more apparent to him will become the sources of

error. A hasty diagnosis in abdominal tumors,

is almost sure to lead into mistakes, for in the

most careful attempts a certain per centage of

error is unavoidable.

Inasmuch as the swelling seems to proceed

from the region of the liver, it would be impor-

tant before settling its nature, to ascertain

whether it be the liver or not. Could it be any-

thing else? Yes, it could be the kidney. Dr.

Da Costa saw a case not a year ago, in which an

enormous tumor, situated just where this is,

proved to be an enlarged kidney, and not a dis-

eased liver. When a kidney is displaced, it may

be found at any part of the abdomen. But

against the supposition of this being a displaced

right kidney are the facts, in the first place, that

the urinary examination shows very little trou-

ble, merely a trace of albumen, nothing more;

in the second place, that this tumor is too large

for a displaced kidney; and, in the third place,

that it is not movable enough. These points

cause a rejection of this supposition. It is true,

as has just been stated, that very great enlirge-

ment might exist from a displaced kidney, but

then there is almost invariably cancerous dis-

ease, some cachexia, which is here absent; the

woman rather presenting an appearance of health

than of disease.

In regard to the question of a splenic origin to

the swelling, a diagnosis should never be made

in a case of abdominal tumefaction without ask-

ing whether this organ be not at fault, for it

sometimes makes its appearance where least ex-

pected. In this case, on percussing the splenic

region proper, dulness is found, which dulness

is not continous with that on the right side. This

supposition is therefore also rejected.

This might well be an omental tumor. But

an omental tumor is generally, almost invaria-

bly, associated with marked signs of cachexia,

being in its nature mostly cancerous* Some-

times a swelling in the right side is associated

with chronic peritonitis, or with the formation

of purulent matter. Then, however, marked

constitutional phenomena exist, which are here

wanting.

Inasmuch, therefore, as the swelling is neither

due to the kidney, the spleen nor the omentum,

the liver view of its nature is gaining very

strongly in probability, even by looking at the

other points of the case first. What is noticed

here in favor of that view? There is one, and

that to be especially observed, as very valuable

in diagnosis, namely, that the upper line of per-

cussion dulness descends markedly with deep

inspiration, and, at the same time, the lower

line descends. The shifting of the percussion

dulness is a very strong point in favor of this

mass being a liver tumor. Assuming it to be so,

a very difficult point remains; what affection of

the liver is it? Is it a cancer of the liver which

gives rise to enlargement? is it hydatid swelling

of the liver? is it merely an enlarged liver in a

person whose life has been intemperate, giving

rise to a slightly granular, somewhat fatty con-

dition of that organ? or is it no enlargement at

all, but simply a displaced liver?

It is found that the appearance here, in a great

part, is deceptive. On turning the patient on

the side, and percussing on the back, clearness

is found to exist over the region of the liver, and

the dulness found lower down in front does not

exist posteriorly; in other words, the liver does

not extend backward as it ought. The upper

part of the liver dulness begins lower down an-

teriorly than usual. Thus, then, this liver tumor

turns out to be chiefly a displacement of the

liver. It is not meant that it is all displacement,

that there is no change in the liver structure, for

the history indicates that there is. Moreover,

the size of the liver, which is pushed forward

and displaced, is such that it must be admitted

there is some enlargement of that organ. But

this is undoubtedly a case in which an appa-

rently enlarged liver is seen, on accurate percus-

sion, to be chiefly a displaced liver. Before,

however, fully coming to this conclusion, there

is one point in diagnosis which must not be over-

looked. It would be quite possible for this to

be a cyst of the liver. As cysts of the liver

lead to atrophy of the upper part of the liver, a

cyst projecting from the lower part would give

the diminution of the percussion dulness at the

upper and a large tumor at the lower part, such

as is found here. But there is wanting, in this

case, a very significant sign, namely, fluctuation,

which is present in cysts of the liver. More-

over, on percussing abruptly, vibration of the

cyst-contents is apt to be elicited, whereas here

the mass is smooth and hard.
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This displacement of the liver is an extremely

rare affection. It is sometimes met with, though

seldom to a marked degree, as the result of tight

lacing. In other cases it is due to an effusion

between the diaphragm and the upper surface of

* the liver, to a kind of peri-hepatitis.

Of course it is important to make a diagnosis

of an affection of this kind, since it influences

the prognosis and treatment. Why this woman

has a displaced liver is not easy to determine.

The history would rather favor the idea that she

had had some inflammation, peri-hepatic, or

between the diaphragm and upper surface of the

liver, that effusion had taken place, and subse-

quently an alteration of the ligaments, and that

the liver being heavy from previous excess in

the use of alcohol, had been dragged down by

its weight.

The chief treatment here is a bandage to give

her a support, and enable her to get about.

Moreover, as there did exist some enlargement

and change of structure of the liver in conse-

quence of her habits, and as the secretions of the

organ were not free and proper, she has been

placed as a steady treatment on light purgatives,

and, more particularly, on muriate of ammonia.

Under this treatment the jaundice has disap-

peared, she feels more comfortable, and the

character of the stools is much better. She

takes 15 grains of muriate of ammonia three

times a day. This will be continued for a time

longer, and will then be exchanged for small

quantities of nitro-muriatic acid. In a little

while she will be well enough, with the aid of a

bandage, to return to her occupations.

/ *—
Temporary Blindness.

Dr. Ebert, of Berlin, mentions four cases of

sudden temporary blindness, one in typhus, and

three in nephritis scarlatinosa.
(
Wiener Med.

Wochenschrift, No. 45, 1868.)

To which we will add one which occurred

after a forceps delivery; in which the loss of

sight continued for eight hours ; and was total

during that time. The patient has been de-

livered with forceps once since, and without the
occurrence of the former symptom. She was
always myopic. A. A.. H.

Longevity in Mexico.

It appears that aside from the many casualties

which shorten human life in Mexico, other influ-

ences are favorable to a good old age. A woman
recently died in the City of Mexico, aged 118,
and a widow is still living there aged 120, and
able to go out. And seven Indian chiefs recently
brought as prisoners to Vera Cruz, were aged re
spectively 64, 68, 80, 92, 93, and 104.

Medical Societies.

MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE STATE OF
NEW YORK *

Sixty-Second Anniversary.

The Medical Society of the State of New York

met, pursuant to statute, in the Common Coun-

cil Chamber, City Hall, Albany, on the 2d day

of February, 1869, at 11 A. M.
The Society was called to order by the Presi-

dent, Dr. J. V. P. Quackenbush, of Albany.

The President announced the following com-

mittees :

Business Committee—Drs. Sandford Eastman,

W. C. Wey, and Odell.

Committee on Credentials.—Drs. Saunders,

Boulware, and Govan.

Committee on Medical Ethics.—Drs. Bibbins,

Chubbuck, and Calvin.

Committee on Receptions.—Drs March, Heu-
stead, and Van Kleek.

Dr. March, on behalf of Committee on Recep-

tions, introduced the following gentlemen, dele-

gates from other State organizations: Dr. Smal-

ley, from N. H. Medical Society ; Drs. 0. S. Root

and C. T. Collins, from Berkshire Medical

Society ; Dr. B. H Catlin, from Connecticut State

Medical Society; and Dr. W. Gr. Wheeler, from

Massachusetts Medical Society.

Dr. Squibb, on behalf of Committee on Prize

Essays, reccommended the award of the Merritt

H. Cash Prize to Dr. J. C. Hutchison of Brook-

lyn, for a paper on acupressure. Adopted.

Dr. Squibb, from the Committee on Pharma-

cology, made an interesting and elaborate report.

Referred to Committee on Publication.

First Day—Afternoon Session.

The Society met pursuant to adjournment at

3 P. M.
The meeting was called to order by the Presi-

dent.

At the suggestion of the Business Committee

the minutes of the meeting were to be read every

morning.

Dr. Geo. H. Hubbard, in accordance with the

action of the morning, read his eulogy upon Dr.

Thomas C. Brinsmade.

Spontaneous Lithotomy.

Dr. March read a paper, entitled Spontaneous

Lithotomy, giving an account of a case in which

a large sized vesical calculus was discharged

through an ulceration in the perineum.

I * Condensed chiefly from N. Y. Med. Record.
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Dr. Nathan Bozeman next read a very elabo-

rate paper on the certainty of the operation for

vesico-vaginal fistula.

The Importance of Certainty in the Operation of

Vesico-vaginal Fistula, and the best means of

Securing the greatest success.

Dr. Bozeman, after stating that the maximum
of success was 92 per cent, of all cases consecu-

tively presented lor treatment, endeavored to

show from statistics the real difference in the

results that had been secured with the usual

forms of suture now in general use, including the

double rows of interrupted silver suture and the

button suture.

He said, although the above limit of success

had not heretofore been quite reached with his

button suture, still he believed it would be with

the valuable aid afforded by his late improve-

ment, consisting of a self-retaining speculum and

a supporting and confining apparatus. This he

said did away with the necessity of assistants,

and enabled him now to operate successfully

upon a small class of cases previously unmanage-

able. The most obvious results from those im-

provements, however, he thought would be seen

in the diminution of the number of operations

actually required, and of the consequent suffering

of the patient.

In support of his statements, he then narrated

five cases presenting seven fistulous openings,

one a vesico uterine, all of which had been cured

at six operations, since the adoption of the two

improvements above made. The size of the fis-

tula and the peculiar adaptation of his suture

required in each of these cases, he illustrated

with models made of buckskin and the same

buttons that had been used.

After summing up the results of these opera-

tions he called attention to the great value of the

linen list which he had used a number of years

as a means of diagnosis in cases presenting

fistules so small as to escape the closest search

with the probe, especially those opening into the

cervical canal known as vesico-uterine. He also

called attention to cases of fistule complicated

with laceration of the anterior lip of the cervix

uteri, and showed the importance of the proce-

dure first adopted by him in their management.

His classification of fistules, which is an ex-

tension of that of Velpeau, he still thinks is pre-

ferable to any other that has been proposed, it

being considered more in harmony with the ana-

tomical peculiarities of the parts involved and
the modifications required in his suture apparatus

to suit individual cases.

Second Day—Morning Session.

The Society was called to order by the Presi-

dent, and prayer was offered by the Rev. Mr.

Hackman.

The minutes of the first day's sessions were

read and approved.

Dr. E. R. Squibb presented a biographical

sketch of Dr. Dewitt C. Enos, of Brooklyn.

Referred to the Committee on Publication.

Dr. R. Newman, as Chairman of Committee

on Consanguineous Marriages, made a report,

which was received with thanks by the Society.

Glaucoma.

Dr. Henry D. Noyes, of N. Y., made some

very interesting remarks upon the subject of

glaucoma. He stated that the disease waa more

common in females than males, generally oc-

curred in persons of a gouty or rheumatic dia-

thesis, and in those past the age of forty. The

general symptoms of glaucoma simplex, which

was the first form to be considered, were pretty

well marked, and consisted in some pain in and

around the eye, floating specks upon the field of

vision, with a few phosphorescent appearances.

As it generally occurs about the time for com.

mencing the use of glasses, it is generally no-

ticed that these require to be stronger than

usual. There is also sluggishness of the pupil
;

but the most important external condition is a

more or less well-marked hardnss of the eye-ball

to the touch, due to intra ocular pressure from

accumulation of fluid contents. Indirect or

lateral vision becomes diminished, usually com-

mencing upon the nasal side. The vessels of the

exterior of the eye are somewhat tinged, the

cornea is more or less insensible, and the iris has

a muddy appearance. If an inflammatory ele-

ment, acute or subacute, is superadded to this

condition, the symptoms are proportionately ex-

aggerated, and the course of the disease more

rapid.

Ophthalmoscopic examination showed a sharp

and abrupt depression of the optic disc, with pul-

sation and interruption of vessels at the surface

and edge of the nerve.

The principal causes recognized were divided

into two classes. 1. Those referring to a diseased

condition of the sclerotic, similar to arterial

atheroma
;
and, 2. To irritation in some portion

of the fifth pair of nerves. He remarked, in this

latter connection, that experiment had proved

that irritation of the trifacial had the peculiar

property of inducing a hyper-secretion of the

fluids of the eye-ball.

The prognosis of the disease was always bad,
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leading to a disintegration of the external tunica,

except when an operation was made with the

view of diminishing the internal pressure.

The operation advised in all the curable stages

was iridectomy, performed through the sclerotic,

as near as possible to the point of the origin of

the iris. The incision was recommended to be

large enough to occupy from one-fifth to one-

sixth of the circumference of the iris. There

was sometimes—on account of the relative dis-

placement of the parts by the internal pressure

—

considerable difficulty in introducing the ordi-

nary lance knife, in which cases he recommended
the employment of a staight, narrow knife.

In very acute cases of inflammatory glaucoma*

advised paracentesis of the eye, in accordance

with Hancock's method ; and for cases in which

absolute blindness existed, extirpation of the eye

was considered the sine qua non.

The advantages of iridectomy were, in his

opinion, due very greatly to the permanent relief

to internal pressure by the substitution of an
elastic cicatrix in the place where it is most
needed.

Dr. J. C. Hutchison, of Brooklyn, next read

his prize essay on Acupressure, setting forth the

great advantages of arrest of haemorrhage by that

means, describing the different methods, and ex-

hibiting, by drawings, the direct effects of the

needles upon the vessels.

Second Day—Afternoon Session.

The President called the Society to order at

the proper time, after which he added Dr. J. S.

Mosher to the committee appointed last year on
so much of the President's address as related to

the legislative action on abortion. The commit-
tee now consists of Drs. Banks, Rochester, Lan-
sing and Mosher.

Dr. Miner, of Buffalo, reported by invitation,

a case of aneurism of the femoral and lower por-

tion of the external iliac artery. The patient
was admitted to the Buffalo General Hospital

;

was 33 years old; otherwise healthy. Tumor
had been of three months' standing, was the size

of the closed hand, the anterior surface being
irregular in outline, and apparently so very thin
as to be liable at any time to give way entirely.

All other modes of treatment being considered
inapplicable, the external iliac was ligatured in
the usual way at its middle part, without delay
or embarrassment, in presence of the class in the
Buffalo Medical College, and nearly the entire
medical profession of Buffalo. No unpleasant
symptoms followed

; the ligature separated from
the vessel on the twenty-third day after opera-

tion, and at the present time the patient may be
reported as cured, so far at least as this opera-

tion is concerned. About the time of the separa-

tion of the ligature, aneurism was noticed to be

developing in the artery of the opposite side in

exactly the same part of the vessel.

Faulty Diagnosis, etc.

Dr. Thomas Addis Emmet, of New York, re-

ported the following case:

I beg leave to engage the attention of the

Society for a few moments in the relation of a

case, instructive from a false diagnosis, and of

interest from its pathological character.

In November last, a female, aged twenty-nine,

was admitted to the Woman's Hospital. She

had given birth to her first child without com-

plication, and remained in good health until

some five years since, when she was delivered of

twins, by a somewhat tedious but natural labor.

Shortly afterward she consulted an eminent

physician of New York, for the relief of a feel-

ing of discomfort experienced whenever she as-

sumed the upright position. Her difficulty was

recognized as due to the existence of a fibrous

tumor on the posterior wall of the uterus, and

to its presence was attributed her previous te-

dious labor. Some two years afterward she gave

birth to her last child by a natural labor, but

one equally as tedious as the preceding one. Her

recovery was slow, and she was confined to her

bed for six weeks before she regained her

strength. On resuming her household duties

she became conscious that her local difficulties

had increased, with, for the first time, a constant

irritation of the bladder, aggravated whenever

she stood on her feet for a short time. Three

years ago she sought the advice of another

physician, equally skilled, who confirmed the

previous diagnosis. While her general health

remained good, the irritation of the bladder

gradually increased, until she came under my
observation. I found a cystocele existing, which

presented at the labia, and due to the crowding

forward of an enlarged uterus toward the pubes,

which was partially retroverted from a large

nodulated fibrous tumor on its posterior wall.

By placing the forefinger of one hand in the

vagina, and with the aid of the other over the

relaxed walls of the abdomen, I was able, with

but little difficulty, to antevert the uterus without

pain. As I elevated the cervix on the point of

my finger while the fundus was thrown forward

against the pubes, I pointed out to several of the

gentlemen connected with the institution, with

what facility the size and relation of the tumor
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to the uterus could be mapped out through the

abdominal wall.

December 1st, I operated for the relief of the

cystocele, by turning in the excess of tissues and

bringing together the denuded surfaces with in-

terrupted silver sutures, as in the operation for

procidentia uteri. By this means the vagina was

restored to its original size, and a firm support

given to the bladder. On the eleventh day the

sutures were removed, and the line of union was

found perfect, with the exception of half an inch

near the neck of the bladder, where several su-

tures had torn out. In a few days she sat up

without having had a bad symptom, but did not

regain her strength rapidly. She was, however,

entirely relieved of all irritation of the bladder,

and considered herself cured.

On Friday, January 22d, last, I closed, with

four sutures, in a few moments, and without

ether, the small opening, as a portion of the

tissue turned in protruded, and I feared that this

might cause the whole line gradually to separate.

Nothing unusual occurred in her condition until

Sunday afternoon, when she had a slight move-

ment from the bowels, which was exceedingly

offensive. Shortly afterward, the expression of

the patient's face indicated the fact that some

trouble was brewing, but without the existence

of any indicative symptoms elsewhere. The

pulse was 95 per minute, with the skin and

tongue in a normal condition, and the abdomen

was found free from tenderness on pressure.

No change took place until five o'clock Monday
afternoon, when suddenly she had two copious

and fetid evacuations per rectum. The pulse

rose rapidly to 170, the tongue was soon dry, the

body covered with a clammy sweat, and she sank

into a profound collapse. By means of stimu-

lants, heat to the extremities, and with constant

friction to the surface of the body, continued

during the night, she partially rallied. During

Tuesday her condition improved somewhat, but

about seven P. M., she had another large evacua-

tion of offensive pus from the bowels. She sank

rapidly, and died shortly afterward.

The following morning a post-mortem exami-

nation was made. On opening the abdomen the

peritoneum was found in a healthy condition.

The supposed fibrous tumor proved to have been

a large abscess, with several smaller ones in con-

nection, between the peritoneum and uterus,

several of which had opened into the rectum.

These abscesses were encysted within a common
sac, and free from adhesions above, except at

one point, to a portion of the small intestine, in

the separating of which for removal, the large

SOCIETIES. [Vol. XX.

sac was entered. The other adhesions extended

along the bottom of the cul de sac, from the

uterus to the rectum. Some thickening of the

left broad ligament had resulted from a previous

attack, but the surrounding tissues were entirely

free from any appearance of recent inflamma-

tion. The other organs were in a healthy con-

dition; the brain was not examined.

In regard to the diagnosis. I fear that I would

be liable to fall into error in a similar case, pre-

senting no previous history more to the point,

with the patient in good health, the uterus some-

what enlarged, and with menstruation more pro-

fuse than natural. The absence of fluctuation

was due to the density of the outer cyst, while

the mobility of the uterus, the mass in connec-

tion with it, and its nodulated surface, added

greatly to the deception. My diagnosis was
made after a careful examination, and without

any knowledge whatever of the opinions which

had previously been given in her case. In fact,

I did not learn until after her death, that she

had consulted these gentlemen; and did so from

her friends, in the endeavor to trace her previous

history in regard to the formation of the ab-

scesses.

In recapitulation, the point of interest in her
j

case lies in the fact that she had been a healthy

woman, attending to her daily duties for at least

three years previous to admission, suffering dur-

ing that time from no inconvenience beyond that

to be attributed to the existence of the cystocele, i

which was entirely relieved by the operation.

She dated the beginning of her troubles to the

birth of twins five years ago; and to the fibrous

tumor, detected shortly afterward, it was thought i

her tedious labor was due. Her difficult labor
]

two years afterward would be naturally explained

by the presence of the mass behind the uteru*,

which was also pronounced at this time a fibrous

tumor. Since that time, during three years pre- '

vious to my first examination, the irritability of

the bladder was constant, except while in the !

recumbent position. The inference is therefore a 1

natural one, that a mass had existed behind the

uterus for at least five years. The question as

to its character at once presents itself—either

these abscesses formed after labor, or they were

a result of the breaking down of a fibrous tumor,

producing no constitutional disturbance or recog-

nized local inflammation. From my examina-

tion of the specimen, my impression is that they

were primary abscesses, for I am not aware that

such a change taking place in a fibrous tumor

has been placed on record, except as the result

of violence. It is a point, however, which I
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' must leave to be determined by the patholo-

gists.

Officers for the ensuing Year.

President—Dr. James P. White, of Buffalo.

Vice-President—-Dr. George Burr, of Bing-

hamton.

Secretary—Dr. Wm. H. Bailey, of Albany.

Treasurer—Dr. John V. Lansing, of Albany.

At its adjournment the Society agreed to meet

the first Tuesday in February, 1870.

Editorial Department.

Periscope.

Alcoholism.

Dr. T. Kennard, of St. Louis, has an article

on this topic in the Med. Archives. He calls at-

tention to the fact now admitted by many able

writers and practitioners, that delirium tremens

is not as some still believe, always or necessarily

due to the sudden withdrawal of the accustomed

amount of stimulus, for some of the very worst

and most unmanageable cases come on during

a protracted debauch. Also that in many of the

most desperate cases an absolute and sudden

withdrawal of all alcoholic stimulants is neces-

sary to enable the stomach to retain anything,

either in the way of food or medicine, and its

withdrawal in such cases is a sine qua non, be-

fore any rational treatment can be instituted.

Rest, with the complete avoidance of alcoholic

stimulus is the first rational indication in the

most acute cases, because the abuse of drink must

have been indulged in sufficiently long to have

weakened the brain and deranged its proper

function, and then an, excess or overdose be

taken before mania d poiu could be produced.

We understand now much more thoroughly

than in former days, the action of alcohol upon

the human* organism, because its effects have

been thoroughly and accurately studied in the

chronic as well as the acute forms of alcoholism.

We no longer consider it a true stimulus to the

nervous system under all circumstances, for when

taken in sufficient quantities at one dose, or in

frequently repeated doses, it acts as a narcotic

poison and anaesthetic like chloroform and ether,

and when taken in still greater excess it de-

|
stroys the nervous power and produces paralysis.

"When taken in 'moderate quantity and not too

I

often repeated, it acts as a restorative stimulant

i
and increases nervous action.
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Some authors state that the introduction of

large proportions of alcohol into the blood pre-

vents it from absorbing oxygen freely, and thus

unfits it for exciting nervous action.

Whatever may be the exact nature of the dele-

terious agent in alcohol acting upon the human
organism, we know that it affects different indi-

viduals in very different degrees, but always by

deranging the functions of the nervous system.

Some persons are injured by it in even the

smallest quantities, some are rapidly poisoned by

its abuse, whilst others are very slow to experi-

ence its baneful effects. It creeps upon them

slowly and unconsciously, and its temporary

soothing or exhilarating effect deludes its victims

with the belief that it is the deficiency and not

the excess of amount taken which gives rise to

all the miserable symptoms of chronic alcoholism.

This delusion leads them to greater and greater

excesses, until it induces violent paroxysms of

mania, or convulsions, or tremors, or that most

distressing and uninterrupted state of suffering,

designated very correctly as chronic alcoholism,

which is so difficult to overcome, and in many

instances clings to its victim until its hold is re-

leased by death.

It commences with derangement of the sto-

mach, and an unusual wakefulness and restless-

ness, a constant turning from side to side in bed?

endeavoring to secure an easy position and sleep'

giddiness or vertigo comes on unexpectedly, es-

pecially on rising suddenly from the pillow; very

unconnected, foolish, and it may be disagreeable

dreams, a sort of semi-eonsciousness of dreaming,

combined with a total inability to prevent or

overcome it; trembling and want of prompt co-

ordination of muscular movements, causing slow-

ness, unsteadiness and weakness in mental and

muscular action when not stimulated to excess,

combined with headache and sometimes oppressed

breathing, and it continues to poison the blood

and derange the functions of the nervous system,

until it reduces the most intelligent man to the

degraded and pitiable condition of a confirmed

sot, when, struggling against his infirmities and

misfortunes, he finds fastened upon him an in-

corrigible habit, an indomitable infirmity, and

looks forward to death as his greatest boon and

only relief from suffering.

The opinions formerly entertained and univer-

sally taught—that most cases of mania a potu

were produced by the sudden withdrawal of the

usual amount of stimulants from persons in the

habit of using alcoholic drinks to an excess was

corroborated by the fact, that very many persons

had ceased to take their accustomed amount of

PERISCOPE.
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liquor for a day or two prior to the manifesta-

tion of the usual symptoms of acute alcoholism,

and this abstinence from drink and outbreak of

the disease, instead of being attributed to its

proper cause—a complete disgust for and inability

to take alcohol, from the gastric and general

nervous irritation it had already produced—was

thought to be owing entirely to the withdrawal

of the habitual and consequently necessary

amount of stimulus required to keep the machine

in running order.

As to the most appropriate treatment for deli-

rium tremens, all that we can say is that each

case must be managed according to the symptoms

it presents.

We must discriminate between the true cases

of mania a pofu, where there is hypersemia,

congestion of the brain, and hyper-excitation of

the nervous system, especially the cerebro-spinal

centres, and the other class of cases, more cor-

rectly designated tremors,, or delirium tremens,

where an exactly opposite condition of the brain

exists, where there is anaemia and dementia, in-

stead of acute mania from the effects of alcohol-

ism, and where we require food, stimulants and

opiates, as beef tea, milk punch, brandy, chloro-

form, or capsicum with opium, instead of deple-

tion, depressants, digitalis, tartar-emetic, and

the external application of cold. In many cases

where delirium is not well developed, but the

trembling, nervousness, restlessness and timidity

is marked, I have obtained great benefit from

the use of elixir of valerianate of ammonia—

a

very pleasant and agreeable remedy, as prepared

by Howell & Onderdonk, of New York.

We must not stimulate—continue adding fuel

to the flame, and poison to the blood—unless the

prostration evidently demands it. Nor should

we determine to force sleep by opiates, at all

hazards, for many times we will only increase

the delirium and wakefulness by our efforts, and

may induce a state of coma unexpectedly, and

cause the death of our patient. Neither will

capsicum, chloroform, or digitalis cure every

case, though each remedy has its proper place.

I use any of these remedies when I think the

symptoms demand it, but generally endeavor to

tax the stomach with drugs as little as possible,

and try first and all the time, what absolute

quiet in a dark room will accomplish, with a

good warm nutritious fluid diet—milk and beef

tea, with bromide of potash, combined with

digitalis or hyoscyamus, as the case may re-

quire.

On the Preparation of Oxygen for purposes of
Inhalation.

Dr. Andrew H. Smith communicates to the

N. Y. Medical Record the following process for

obtaining oxygen:

"With the proper precautions a pure gas can

be obtained, and with even a small apparatus,

from 3000 to 4000 cubic inches per hour may
may be easily generated at the bedside. The

apparatus which I use consists of a copper flask

holding about a pint, a Bunsen's burner, a

small wash-bottle, and a four gallon india-rubber

bag provided with two tubes, one for connecting

it with the wash-bottle, and the other for inhal-

ing. This arrangement admits of the generation

of the gas at the same time that it is inhaled.

The whole apparatus can be packed in a box a

foot square and six inches deep.

"The chlorate of potash should first be fused,

in order to expel the water of crystallization.

With care this can be done without any consid-

erable loss of oxygen, and it facilitates greatly

the subsequent liberation of the gas. For this

purpose I use an iron vessel heated by a gas

furnace.

"The potash should be exposed to the heat

until the whole quantity is melted, when it

should be poured into a large shallow iron or tin

vessel to cool. While in this fused state it should

be handled with extreme care, as it unites with

fearful energy with any combustible with which

it may come in contact. An accident by which

the vessel containing a considerable quantity

should be overturned upon the floor would almost

inevitably result in a conflagration, while a drop

of it falling upon the hand would case actual

ignition of the tissues.

"By mixing with the fused and pulverized

chlorate of potash about one-fourth of its weight

of peroxide of manganese, the oxygen will be

given off much more evenly, and at a much lower

temperature than when the chlorate is used

alone. The office of the manganese is merely to

diffuse the heat through the chlorate of potash,

so that the whole mass may be acted upon at

once. It undergoes no chemical change, unless

to lose a portion of its oxygen, if the tem-

perature be sufficiently high. Any other good

conductor of heat which will not further oxydize

and will not be sublimed, will answer as well.

These conditions are united in the black oxyde

of copper, but its expensiveness is a serious ob-

stacle to its use. It has this advantage, however,

that when it is employed the wash-bottle, to be

mentioned in the next paragraph, may be dis-



March 6, 1869.] PERISCOPE. 191

pensed with, any free chlorine being taken up

by a few bits of caustic potash dropped into the

copper flask, or, still better, fused originally with

the chlorate of potash. This cannot be done

when manganese is used, as a manganate of

potash results, which defeats the object.

"When the evolution of the ogygen is very

rapid, *a small amount of chlorine is given off

and mixes with it. This is removed by passing

the gas through a strong solution of caustic

potash contained in a wash-bottle. The lower

end of the delivery-tube is pierced with numerous

small holes, through which the gas escapes into

the solution in fine bubbles, thus insuring inti-

mate contact with the fluid and the complete

removal of all that is absorbable. If crystallized

chlorate is used, there is apt to be a certain

amount of carbonic acid given off, owing to an

admixture of carbonate of potash with the chlo-

rate. This will also be taken up by the caustic

solution in the wash-bottle. If fused chlorate is

used, the carbonic acid will have been already

expelled.

"By this process rather more than one cubic

inch of oxygen is obtained for each grain of

crystallized chlorate of potash employed. After

a little experience in its use, the practitioner

will find no difficulty in supplying at the bedside

all the gas which his patient may require."

The Alleged Increase of Lunacy.

Dr. C. Lockhart Robertson, says the Brit.

Med. Journal, in a paper read lately before the

Medico-Psychological Association, states that in

1844 there were 20,611 lunatics in England and

Wales, or 1 in 802 of the population. In 1868,

this number had risen to 50,118, or 1 in 432 of

the population. The statistics of lunacy in

France showed a similar increase in the total

number of the insane, having risen from 1 in

796 of the population to 1 in 444 between 1851

and 1861. Dr. Robertson argued that this appa-

rent increase was simply the result of more accu-

rate registration of the insane, and the conse-

quence of the opening of the county asylums;

and that all recent lunacy legislation tended

directly to increase their recorded numbers. In

examining the question at issue statistically, Dr.

Robertson confined his observations chiefly to

the numbers of the insane in asylums, and

showed that the annual increase observed had

been in a decreasing ratio, passing in quin-

quennial periods, since 1844, from an annual

rate of increase of 5.6 per cent, to one of 3.8

per cent, in 1867. He showed that the same re-

sult followed in France ; and he argued that this

increase only represented the difference between

the yearly admissions and the discharges and

deaths. Among the private lunatics, there is a

decrease during the decennium 1857

—

?

67, despite

the increasing population of the country. The

proportion of pauper lunatics to the population

also remained nearly stationary, being .016 in

1857, and .019 in 1867. Tested by the admis-

sions into the asylums during the same period

(1857
—

'67), the rate of increase is also in a yearly

decreasing ratio, falling from 11.7 per cent, to an

annual average of 3 per cent. From these facts,

which were enforced by many elaborate statisti-

cal tables, Dr. Robertson deduced that the al-

leged increase of lunacy is a fallacy, and not

borne out by the experience of the last decenni-

um, 1857-67. The same may be the case in this

country, where, it is said, insanity is on the in-

crease.

Syphilis Treated without Mercury.

A physician Writes to the Brit. Med. Journal:

On visiting the hospitals in London and Edin-

burgh this autumn, I had opportunity to hear

the opinions of the English and Scottish doctors

regarding the treatment of syphilis; and, with

very few exceptions, they are still using mercury

as an universal treatment of syphilis. For this

cause I feel desirous to inform you that the use

of mercury, as an universal remedy against

syphilis, is rejected, and, for the most part,

abandoned by the whole Norwegian faculty, as

an obnoxious remedy in the treatment of syphi-

lis. This conviction we have gained by the most

exact and scientific examinations, having an ex-

perience of almost twenty years, during which

time the treatment of syphilis without mercury

has been successfully performed. We do not

need, I fancy, a more sufficient argument than

the fact, that after the employment of this drug

in syphilis has been abandoned, such severe forms

of the disease as carious affections of the bone,

phagedenic ulcers, paralysis, mental affection?,

etc., very rarely have manifested themselves;

and even when they have, it has been recog-

nized that these had generally been the conse-

quence of mercury used in a past epoch.

A very intelligent and skilful Norwegian syph-

ilographer, Dr. Owre, has collected statistics of

about one hundred cases from the last three or

four years; these he has treated without any

universal remedy, solely by treatment of the

symptoms, and he has not yet been obliged to

prescribe mercury for any local syphilitic affec-

tion, nor for iritis, nor for laryngitis, etc. These

recovered altogether only by treatment of tho
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symptoms, without any particle of mercury. In

July last he read a paper to the Norwegian Medi

cal Society, pointing out his statistics, and the

success of his treatment, which is as good, and

for many reasons far better than that of the treat-

ment with mercury.

My opinion is, that syphilis is a disease having

a cyclic course, like variola and vaccinia, and it

requires merely time, never mercury, to pass

through the different degrees, and in most cases

end in recovery. I quite agree with Dr. Charles

Drysdale, in saying, " that the chief point in the

treatment of that sad plague of our race, syphilis,

is first to get rid of mercury."

I should wish to have been able to refer to

some cases explaining this view, and showing

the success of the treatment of Dr. Owre; but

at present I have not the necessary material

with me. I hope meanwhile that I shall have

opportunity afterward to hand you a more in-

structive and complete report.

Christian Kionig, M. D.,

From Fredrikstad, Norway.

Economy in Drugs.

The following circular has been issued from

the British Army Medical Department, and has

caused great dissatisfaction among the British

medical officers, we think justly.

" Sir.—1. It having been represented by several

principal medical officers and others, that there

is undue expenditures of medicines, surgical

materials, and dispensary sundries used in army
hospitals, medical officers in charge will be good

enough to personally supervise the issues under

these heads.—2. At the periodical inspections

principal medical officers will minutely examine

the prescription books to see that all articles

used in the hospital, or issued to patients out of

hospital, have been duly and properly entered,

that the persons so prescribed for are entitled by'

the regulations to medical aid at the public

expense, and that the totals of the ingredients in

the prescriptions correspond with the quantities

expended from the surgery stores. For this pur-

pose detailed abstracts of the prescriptions writ

ten in the intervals of the inspections should be

prepared by the hospital sergeant, and verified

by the medical officers in charge.—3. Principal

medical officers are required to see that, where

less expensive preparations are so efficacious,

and as suitable as more expensive articles, the

cheaper remedy is employed.—4. In forwarding

returns of medicines, etc., the medical officer in

charge will personally examine the same, verify-

ing the quantities in the columns 'expended' and

'remaining,' with the expenditure according to

the prescription books, and for the quantities ac-

tually remaining on hand; and the principal

medical officer will, at the next inspection, satisfy

himself that this has been done.—5. Before ap-

proving a requisition for a further supply, the

principal medical officer will take steps to ascer-

tain that there is no undue accumulation of any

article in store, and that each item indented for

will probably be required in the quantity de-

manded."

Urinary Calculus, the Nucleus being a Needle
Four Inches long.

Dr. Brexnan-

related the following case at a

meeting of the St. Louis Medical Society. {Med.

Archives,) which he met with in the Sister's Hos-

pital several years ago:

Mrs. H. was admitted June 1, IS66, complain-

ing of incontinence of urine and severe pain dur-

ing urination, for the relief of which diuretics

and demulcents were prescribed.

On the third day, there being no improvement,

and being unable to account for the symptoms,

an examination was made in the presence of

several medical gentlemen in the city, and in

attempting to introduce a catheter, a calculus

was discovered in the urethra, just anterior to

the bladder, and extracted with the ordinary

dressing forceps.

On examination, it was found to be a needle

four inches long, and as thick as an ordinary knit-

ting needle. It was entirely coated with a cal-

culous formation, and on the end which had been

in the urethra there was a calculus about the

size of a hazle nut.

The woman stated that it must have been in

that situation for seven years, as she had more

or less pain and inability to retain her urine

during that time, but that she had not suffered

so much until the last year.

She professed to have no knowledge of the

time or manner in which it came there.

Reviews and Book Notices.

NOTES ON BOOKS.

" Hurried to Death." This is the expressive

title of a medical tract by Surgeon Alfred Havi-

lanDj of London, in which he gives ''A Few

Words of Advice on the Danger of Hurry and

Excitement, especially addressed to Railway Tra-

vellers." The author points out the particular

circumstances, chiefly diseases of the heart, or a
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full stomach, which render the sudden exertion

of hurrying to be in time for the train fatal in

some cases, and seriously damaging to the weak-

ened organs in others. Cases are adduced in

confirmation of the positions laid down.

The third volume of Owen's Anatomy, lately

published by J. B. Lippincott & Co-, completes

the work. The first volume treats of fishes and

reptiles; the second, of Birds and Mammals;
and the third, of Mammals, including Man. The

three volumes contain nearly fifteen hundred il-

lustrations, with copious indexes ; and the entire

work forms perhaps the most thorough and elabo-

rate work on " The Vertebrates" which has ever

been issued.

Among the new books supplied by Scribner,

Welford & Co., New York, is the splendid work
of Mrs, Somerville, "On Molecular and Micro-

scopic Science." It contains one hundred and

eighty-five illustrations from microscopic objects.

Mrs. Somerville ranks foremost among the sci-

entific women of the age, and her almost mar-

vellous power of rendering abstruse studies fas-

cinating to the common mind is so well recog-

nized that the reader may well anticipate the

pleasure awaiting the perusal of her treatise on

the wonders revealed by the micrsscope.

One hundred and sixty-three books on medi-

cine and surgery issued from the British press

last year.

Treatise on Diseases of the Ear, including the
Anatomy of the Organ. By Anton Yon
Troltsch, M. D., Prof, in the University of

Wurzbur^g, Bavaria. Translated and Edited

by D. B. St. John Roosa, M.A., M.D., Clinical

Prof, of Diseases of the Eye and Ear in the

University of New York, Surgeon to the Brook-

lyn Eye and Ear Hospital, etc., etc. Second

Ameriean, from the Fourth German Edition.

Pp. 566. New York: Wi. Wood & Co. 1869.

Price, $0.00.

This new edition of a well-known and favorite

work comes to us very opportunely. It has long

been called for, and its appearance will be wel-

1
corned by our readers. It is essentially a new

j

book, and numerous additions and illustrations

of great value have been made by the American

editor, who is well known as one of our most

accomplished aural and ophthalmic surgeons.

Indeed, Dr. Roosa scarce does himself justice in

appearing as the usher of an author who is not

one whit his superior in ability or attainments.

We hope, ere long, to announce his name as

author of works on Diseases of the Eye and

Ear. In the meantime, let our readers avail

themselves of what he offers—and there is a

good deal of it—in this work on Diseases of the

Ear. The publishers have done their part of the

work well. The paper is good, and the type

clear and readable.

Pennsylvania Hospital Reports. Vol. II. 1869.

Philadelphia: • Lindsay & Blakiston. 1 vol.,

cloth, 8vo., pp. 320. Price, $5.00.

The second volume of these valuable Reports

is fully equal to the first, both in the variety and

character of the articles it contains. Among
those on medical topics, we may mention as of

peculiar interest that by Dr. J. M. Da Costa, on

the treatment of acute rheumatism, by bromide

of ammonium, (which promises to be a valuable

remedy in such cases, especially in the control it

exerts on the cardiac complications) ; that by Dr.

J. H. Hutchinson, on the hypodermic injection

of sulphate of morphia in the treatment of sun-

stroke, a plan that certainly succeeded very well

in the hospital last summer; and a history of

two cases of cerebritis, one traumatic, the other

from some cause unknown, successfully treated

by depletion, by Dr. J. F. Meigs. The interest-

ing physiological investigations of Dr. J. G.

Richardson, on the identity of the white corpus-

cles of the blood with the salivary, pus, and

mucous corpuscles, have already been referred to

in this journal.

In the domain of surgery the volume is unusu-

ally rich. Dr. A. Hewson is the author of two

contributions ; one giving a number of curious

facts in relation to the influence of the weather

over the results of surgical operations, and the

value of the barometer as a guide in choosing

the time for them, and forecasting their results
;

the other on a new method of making topical

applications in the urethra, bladder, and uterus,

the method being somewhat similar in plan to

Thudichum's nasal douche.

There is also a practical paper from Dr. J. H.

Packard, on the treatment of fractures; one on

a new application of paper as a surgical dress-

ing, by Dr. D. H. Agnew
; one on a fatal case of

chorea consequent on fracture of the humerus,

by Dr. W. E. Hunt; a statistical account of cases

of urinary calculi operated on in the Pennsylva-

nia Hospital from 1756 to 1868, by Dr. T. G.

Morton; a review of the treatment of oblique

fracture of the clavicle, by Dr. E. Hartshorne;

and a number of other articles.

The paper, illustrations, print, and binding,

are all well done, and the Reports, in all respects,

merit a wide circulation.
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Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence,

News, etc. etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

4®=" To insure publication, articles must be practical,

brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

We particularly value the practical experience of coun-

try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfully belongs to the profession.

VITAL STATISTICS.

The notorious defects in the method of regis-

tering vital statistics in this city has lately been

severely and justly commented on by the Public

Ledger. It remarks that the annual report of

the Registration, Department of the Board of

Health, puporting to give the number of births,

marriages and deaths in the city of Philadel-

phia, has just been made, and a portion of the

figures have been published. The births are re-

ported to be 17,259, the marriages 6371, and the

deaths 14,693.

These figures it thinks are nearly or quite

fifty per cent, below the probable figure. This

defect in the report is laid by the Health Officer

at the door of the doctors, who do not obey, as

he says, the requirements of the law. They are

undoubtedly much in fault, but their short-

comings must be shared partly by the officer

whose duty it is to see that the law is properly

executed.

This is a huge error, if error it is, In order

to show its existence these statistics are com-

pared with others. For instance the English

vitality statistics show that there are Jive births

for every three deaths. But in our city, accord-

ing to the registration, we have for every three

deaths but about three and six-tenths births.

Assuming that the return of deaths in Philadel-

phia, in 1868, is approximately correct, as given

in the report (and it must be nearly accurate

because interment cannot be procured unless

the death is regularly reported), and taking the

English ratio for calculation, there must have

been at least 23,979 births in the city of Phila-

delphia during the year 1868. This would leave

the registration 6720 short of the full number.

We are glad to see the public papers taking

up this point and impressing on all concerned

the importance of observing the duties imposed

by the Registration laws. These records can be

made of the greatest value, and particularly in

the controversies which constantly arise as to

the inheritance of property. In such cases the

public register might, and ought to be, enabled

to furnish every particular of birth, marriage

and death, when every other possibility of such

proof is inaccessible. They should, besides, be

made to teach the public invaluable lessons on

the subject of healthy and unhealthy quarters of

the city, and concessive mortality that results

from over-crowding, filth and squalor in the

parts of the city where these characteristics

abound.

While upon this subject we may mention that

the State Medical Society of Kentucky has peti-

tioned the Legislature of that State to re-enact

the law providing for the registration of births,

marriages and deaths. It urges that there is one

peculiar and forcible reason why registration

records should be kept in Kentucky, which does

not exist in most countries. There are in the

State two races, two distinct populations, wholly

separated from each other physically, morally

and intellectually. The relations which have

hitherto existed between them are now dissolved,

and new relations are established in their stead,

where two races- which cannot intermarry are

thrown together under one government, it is the

tendency of the inferior race to decline in vigor

and numbers, and ultimately to become extinct.

But while this rule may apply here, as in former

cases, it is a point of great value and interest to

study its practical operation ; in former registra-

tion reports there were only two sets of tables,

one for whites, and the other for blacks. It is

the opinion of the Committee that in future

reports an effort should be made to draw up a

third set of tables for the benefit of mulattoes.

Perfect accuracy could not be attained here, for

under this head, every shade of color and degree

of intermixture from the mulatto to theoctaroon,

would be reported, but the general statistical

history of the mixed race would be known.

To sum up the whole question in a few words,

the Committee in behalf of the Kentucky State

Medical Society urges upon the Legislature the

re-enactment of the registration law

:

1st. Because the maintenance of an accurate

general record of births is essential, in many

cases, to prove legitimacy and to insure the just

inheritance of property.

2d. Because questions arising out of matrimo-

nial law-suits, such as disputes about the right

of dower and the punishment of certain crimes,



March 6, 1869.] EDITORIAL. '95

can often only be properly settled by reference to

State records; and

3d. Because State economy and sanitary medi-

cine absolutely requir annuale mortuary tables

—

the former for its present good, and the latter

for its scientific progress.

It is to be hoped that the Legislature will pass

the required law.

FEES FOR LIFE INSURANCE EXAMI-
NATIONS.

We are glad that this subject is being taken

up in earnest by a prominent western medical

society. From a short pamphlet sent us, we learn

that at a meeting of the Wayne County Medical

Society, held in Detroit, on Wednesday, January

6, 1869, a report of a committee appointed to fix

a rate of compensation for examining applicants

for life insurance was adopted, a portion of

which reads as follows:

Life insurance companies are now paying for

examinations which inform them of the standard

of health of the person they propose to insure,

the sum of from two to three dollars. No differ-

ence is made, whether the risk be for one hun-

dred dollars or twenty thousand. The agent may
make his three to five hundred dollars on the

amount insured. The officers have high sala-

ries, and the stockholders large and frequent

dividends, but the miserable pittance paid the

physician is considered a large fee. The profes-

sion have themselves to blame only for this state

of affairs, and to remedy this is the object of this

report. A united effort is only necessary.

In certifying to the health of the applicant for

life insurance by his usual medical attendant

without fee, except as obtained from the appli-

cant, a great hardship has been thrown on the

profession, without the least consideration of the

relation of medical adviser and patient. We
are, with surprising coolness, asked to betray

that which has been confidentially placed in our

charge, and so deprive our patrons of the advan-

tages of life assurance, or to falsify our state-

ments to the interrogatories put, in order that

he may be insured, and even then are told the

company does not pay, but the applicant should.

He does it with pleasure if insured, but is indig-

nant at the charges if rejected by his physician's

statement, and of course refuses the bill.

How, then, are the profession to remedy and

protect themselves against this imposition?

1st. By refusing to give any such certificate

unless with the verbal or written assent of the

person to be insured.

2d. By refusing such certificate until the pay-

2

ment of a fee of not less than three dollars, if it

can be given in the office of the attending physi-

cian, and if a visit to the residence of the appli-

cant be necessary, then a further fee of two dol-

lars be added, and the whole to be paid by the

assurance company.

In making these demands the medical profes-

sion require nothing but what is just, and what

every life insurance company can easily and

readily pay. They ask nothing more than a

united effort will necessarily receive and speed-

ily accomplish. They therefore recommend the

adoption of the following resolutions :

Resolved, That the fee for examination for life

insurance companies shall be the sum of four
dollars for each and every primary examination.

Resolved, That we will not give a certificate as
u family physician," without the verbal or written

assent of the person to be insured, and even then
reserving the right to withhold the same, if for

the interest of the family of the applicant.

Resolved, That the fee for such certificates

shall not be less than three dollars, if the blanks
can be filled in the physician's office; and if fur-

ther labor be entailed, a further fee of two dollars

be added, the whole to be paid by the insurance
company.

The matter is to be brought before the next

meeting of the Michigan State Medical Society,

in order to insure united action in the profession,

and we hope the initiative thus taken will be

widely followed. The underpaid and overworked

profession of medicine must look to its own in-

terests in this matter, for assuredly, if it does

not, it will lose some of the little reputation it

still has.

MODERN HOMOEOPATHY.
It is only rarely that we have room for reports

from our homoeopathic brethren. But we do give

place with pleasure to the following extract from

the proceedings of the Cleveland Homoeopathic

Medical Society recently held in that city.

*'Dr. S. R. Beckwith asked if the members

had any experience to report on the use of bro-

mide of potassium in epilepsy; said it was a

pretty sure remedy, given in sensible doses. He
related several cases favorably affected by its use.

"Dr. P. Wilson- reported that late clinical

reports had shown that in bad cases of epilepsy

it was safe to give as high as sixty grains of

bromide of potassium three times daily, that

such doses caused temporary insanity which

might be continued many weeks, and yet disap-

pear at ceasing to use the medicine."

The report was accepted.

This is modern homoeopathy. The reports of

the London Homoeopathic hospitals show a par-



196 NOTES AND

tiality for similar "massive" doses, and on the

continent, the follies of Hahnemann are discoun-

ted similarly in practice.

"We rejoice that homceopathists see the propriety

of this; we are only sorry that they do not more

openly acknowledge the truth about it. As to

the "Law of the Similars," who pretends that

bromide of potassium will produce epilepsy ?

THE MAINE LAW FOR PROMOTING
MEDICAL SCIENCE.

The example set by this State has been fol-

lowed by Maine.

The Maine Senate have passed a bill allowing

physicians to legitimately obtain subjects for dis-

section, by a vote of 11 to 10. The bill reads as

follows

:

Section 1. The overseers of the poor of any

city or town containing not less than five thou-

sand inhabitants by the census of the United

States then next preceding; the "Warden of the

State Prison; and the keepers of the several jails

in this State, may give permission to any physi-

cian or surgeon (preference being given to in-

structors and medical schools established by law)

upon his request, to take the bodies of any such

persons dying in their city or town or in the

State Prison, or in a jail, as are required to be

buried at the public expense, to be by him used

within the State for the advancement of anatomi-

cal science.

Section 2. Every person before receiving any

such body shall give bonds to the officer surren-

dering it, with sufficient sureties, that such

bodies shall be used only in the State, and for

the promotion of anatomical science, and in such

manner as in no event to outrage the public

;

and that after the use allowed by law, the re-

mains thereof shall be decently buried.

Section 3. No such body shall be surrendered

if the deceased during his last sickness, of his

own accord, requested to be buried, or if within

twenty-four hours after his death any person

claiming to be, and satisfying the officer or

officers aforesaid, that he is a friend of, or kindred

to the deceased, asks to have the body buried, or

if the deceased was a traveller or stranger who
suddenly died. In other cases described in sec-

tion one, it shall be the duty of the officer or

officers aforesaid to surrender such body on

request, as in that section provided, upon receipt

of the bond provided for in section two.

Section 4. Any person knowingly surrender-

ing or knowingly receiving any such body for

anatomical purposes, contrary to the provisions

of this act, shall be punished as provided in sec-
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tion twenty-six of chapter one hundred and

twenty-four of the revised statutes.

Dr. Tewksbury of Portland, gave a long and

powerful argument in its favor before the judi-

ciary committee on the 16th ult. Br. Foster of

the same city and Dr. Dana, President of the

Maine State Medical Association also spoke in

its favor. "We regret that we have not space to

quote from the remarks of these gentlemen.

[After the announcement by telegraph that

this law had finally passed, comes another tele-

gram to the effect that after all it was "in-

definitely postponed" by the Senate!]

Notes and Comments.

THERAPEUTICAL BULLETIN.*
Compiled by Gbo. H. Naphkys, M. D.

This column will contain each week a collection of the

Recipes, remarkable for tbeir novelty and elegance, now
in use by prominent practitioners, as recommended by
them in recent lectures at College and Hospital Clinics,

and at meetings of Medical Societies, in newly published

monographs and systematic treatise?, and in the current

medical periodicals of this country and Europe. It will

include formula for hypodermic injections, for inhala-

tions, for rectal and vaginal suppositories, for ointments,

lotions, collyria, etc., etc.

The selection will be such that each prescription will

commend itself, both by its intrinsic merits, and by the

authority of the name of the physician by whom origi-

nated or employed. It is designed to give only the latest

and best approved therapeutical expressions of the pro-

fession—to afford a periscope of the remedial measures

resorted to by eminent living physicians.

It is proposed, hereafter, to classify these formulae, and

issue them in book form.

A soporific or sedative effect is often desired in

clinical practice, in those cases in which a pre-

paration of opium cannot be given, because of

an idiosyncrasy or some other contra-indicatior.

Below will be found a few formulae for

Hypnotics and Sedatives other than Opiates.

Brown-Seqtjard.

R. Potassii bromidi, Jij.

Aquas cinnamomi, f.^j. M.

Sig. Dessertspoonful a quarter of an hour be-

fore the last meal, and the same dose, or three tea-

spoonfuls, repeated at bed-time, for adults. Ex-

cepting when pain is one of the causes preventing

sleep, (in which case the alkaloids of opium,

aconite, or hyoscyamus should be employed,) Dr.

f Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year

1869, by Geo. H. Naphkys. M.D., in the Clerk's office of

the District Court for the Eastern Distriot of Pennsylva-

nia.

N. B. This copyright is not intended to prevent medi-

cal journals publishing these articles, but only their be-

ing issued in book form.



March 6, 1869.] NOTES AND COMMENTS.

Brown-Sequard has found that this remedy has a

most wonderful power to produce a quiet and re-

freshing sleep, without any drawbacks. In some

cases it is necessary to increase the dose of the

bromide, and to give also a small dose of nar-

ceine or codeine an hour before bed-time. In

those affections in which the bromide of potas-

sium is not powerful enough as a sleep-inducing

agent, a warm bath of four, five, or six hours'

duration is often successful.

Dr. Da Costa has found in reference to the so-

porific and anodyne properties of narceine, that

it appeared, in doses in which morphia is pre-

scribed, totally destitute of either; and in larger

doses uncertain, and often palpably inert. It

does not allay irritation, (vide Pennsylvania

Hospital Reports for 1868.)

Dr. J. M. Da Costa.

R. Pulvis digitalis, gr.

Extracti hyoscyami,
Camphorae, aa gr. j

.

For one pill.

To be taken at night.

Dr. Edward John Tilt.

R. Extracti hyoscyami, gr. ij.

" cannabis indicas, gr. J.

For one pill.

One or two to be taken at night, or oftener.

But Dr. Tilt gives Indian hemp in one-grain

doses, as soon as he finds it agrees, and some-

times in larger doses. If he desires a tonic as

well as sedative effect, he orders

R. Extracti hyoscyami,
Quiniae sulphatis, aa gr. j.

For one pill.

To be taken every night. This is a prepara-

tion that he has often found to be well borne by

women who could not bear large doses of any

tonic; some have continued to take it for months,

not leaving it off during the menstrual period

;

and it will not interfere with the action of any

purgative that may be required.

Dr. T. H. Tanner.

R. Extracti stramonii, gr. £.
" hyoscyami, gr. iss.

" lupuli, gr. iijss.

For one pill.

To be taken every four hours until relief is

obtained, in chronic disorders attended with suf.

fering, in diseases of the nervous system accom-

panied with pain and restlessness, and in the

dyspnoea of phthisis and emphysema.

Dr. C. Handfield Jones says that henbane

approves itself frequently as a really valuable

remedy among soporific drugs. He agrees with

Dr. Graves as to the advantage of usiDg it in the

form of enema in many instances, and, as Dupuy-

tren held, the dose need not exceed that which

is given by the mouth. Large doses of henbane,

as gr. xx. of the extract, may in many cases ad-

vantageously replace opium. He gave, for sev-

eral nights, gr. xxv. to a man on the verge of

delirium tremens, and sleepless previously, even

with morph. mur., gr.

Dr. Chas. West states that the value of tinc-

ture of hyoscyamus as a sedative in the diseases

of children can scarcely be too highly estimated.

He orders

R. Tr. hyoscyami, TT^xviij.

Syrupi, * f.^iij.

Aquae, f.gix. M.

Dessertspoonful every six hours for a child a

child a year old. To this mixture there may be

added, if there is much peevishness,

Potassae bicarbonatis,

Acidi citrici, aa gr. xx.

Also, if the stomach be not irritable,

Vini ipecacuanhas, n^xij.

Suppository—Dr. J. M. Da Costa.

R. Assafcetidae, gr. x.

Extracti hyoscyami, gr. iij—v. M.
Fiat suppository.

To be introduced at night, to quiet restlessness

and induce sleep where it is not desirable to give

opiates.

Hypodermic Injection—Dr. Ruppaner.

R. Tr. hyoscyami, gtt. x—xx.

For a single injection.

R. Tr. cannabis indicas, gtt. x—xx.

For one injection.

Dr. Forbes Winslow gives a hint which is

worth remembering with regard to the employ-

ment of sedatives generally. This is, that cases

which are intractable to separate remedies, will

yield to a judicious combination of several. This

is probably the secret of the success of the nos-

trum, chlorodyne.

A placebo, as a bread pill, is often a powerful

sedative, if the patient can be inspired with

faith in its efficacy. Dr. Laycock mentions a

case in which sleep, after taking such a pill, was

so long as to excite alarm.

[To be continued.]

Manual for Life Insurance Examinations.

The very convenient manual for examinations

for life insurance by Dr. Gloninger, which we

mentioned in No. 622 of Reporter has been

found very useful by those who have used it.

Copies will be mailed from this office to any

address at the reduced price of fifty cents. We
recommend every physician to secure one.
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The Daily Pocket Record.

This valuable and popular visiting list has met

with even more favor than usual this year. A
large edition is already exhausted, and another is

being rapidly prepared.

In a short time we shall be ready to fill orders

to any reasonable extent again.

The Preparations of Caswell, Hazard & Co.

These pharmaceutical preparations advertised

in this journal are carefully compounded from

pure articles. They are agreeable to the palate,

and of uniform strength. Having used them

ourselves we can recommend them as satisfactory

preparations.

Dr. Read's Nephogene.

It will be observed that the price of the

Nephogene of Dr. Wm. Read of Boston—one of

the best forms of steam atomizers—has been

reduced to $5.

Correspondence.

DOMESTIC.

Gout of the Stomach and Brain.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter:

The following case will probably illustrate to

some extent the dilemma into which young prac-

titioners of medicine are sometimes thrown by a

hasty call to a violent and mysterious case with-

out being allowed a moment of time to " read

up," as I have been told they do, and thus pre-

pare for the emergency.

A few months ago, while absent on a visit to

relatives about thirty miles distant, I was sent

for to visit a young lady who had been attacked

in a very violent manner. On my return I was
notified of this fact and hastened to her. I found
her lying in bed upon her side, with her head
dropped in front until the chin rested upon the
chest; pupils dilated, pulse very rapid, stomach
quite irritable, heart exceedingly violent in its

action and in a state of unconsciousness.

The facts elicited from her mother were as
follows: On Saturday night (this was late in

the afternoon of the following Tuesday) she had
complained of great uneasiness in her head and
stomach, which had rapidly grown worse until

about daybreak the next morning, when she

uttered a loud shriek, and had immediately
become delirious, which condition continued, and
she gradually sank into the lethargic condition

in which I found her.

A short time previously I had treated, and

after persistent efforts had succeeded in relieving

her of a long-standing and very obstinate case of

chronic gout, which was attended with extreme

emaciation, and rigid contraction of the flexor

femoral muscles, and of the flexor muscles of the

arm.

These are the facts which rapidly ran through

my mind as I sat by the bed closely scrutinizing

the phenomena which were there presented, and

asking myself the question. "What is it?

How shall I arrive at a clear and intelligent

diagnosis?" After collating and weighing the

previous history, the yaformation gathered from

the attendants and the symptoms there manifes-

ted, my diagnosis was " gout of the stomach and

brain," and I ordered her twenty grains bicarK

potass, every two hours, with twenty-five gtt. ter

die of tr. digitalis, the latter to quiet the exces-

sive action of the heart which seemed also to be

threatened by the disease. The following night

convulsions ensued and continued with short in-

tervals until midnight.

I saw her again the next morning. "When I

entered the room she looked at me and inclined

her head in salutation, but was unable to articu-

late. Her pulse beat 150 to the minute. Pupils

still dilated, but not as much as on the previous

evening. Her stomach was composed. The

potash was acting very freely upon the kidneys*

Continued the potass, bicarb, and digitalis, and

ordered nourishment every two hours, consisting

of milk punch, cream and beef essence alternated.

She improved rapidly after the third day, and in

a week was up again.

Now, Messrs. Editors, please tell me whether

or not my diagnosis was right. The result of the

case might lead me to think that I had accom-

plished something wonderful if I did not believe

that there is a power within every human
economy which often successfully resists the

most violent attacks of disease. M.

A Pin imbedded in the Heart of a Fowl.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter:

I have in my possession the heart of a fowl,

which was banded to me by the Rev. S. R.

Pierce, a gentleman well known throughout

this part of the country—in which a pin was

found imbedded. The fowl, with others, had

been running about the yard, and up to the time

when killed, had not been noticed to present any

appearance of disease. On removing the entrails,

the attention of Mrs. Pierce was directed to the

pin sticking in the heart. It was shown to Mr.

Pierce, who brought the heart to my office. I
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found on examination, that the pin, an inch in

length, had entered the left side of the heart,

about the eighth of an inch from the apex, and

passing directly upward, had penetrated the

walls of the left ventricle, to the depth of three-

tenths of an inch. On opening the heart the

point was seen protruding within the ventricle

about the twelfth of an inch. The pin is of a

dark color, firmly imbedded, and has not been

removed. The heart presented the effects of

inflammation; it was surrounded with false mem-
branes, which had formed a mass of adhesions

;

its color was but little changed, however; per-

haps slightly darker than it would have pre-

sented in perfect health ; there was no appear-

ance of pus or suppuration ; neither did the

heart present any appearance of hypertrophy or

atrophy.

As the intestines were thrown away, it is not

known how this foreign body came to penetrate

the heart, but we suppose that as fowls swallow

pebble stones and other hard substances, that

this pin must have been swallowed, and passed

from the crop to the stomach or gizzard, the

strong muscular contractions of which forced it

through the upper and thin portion of this organ,

near the oesophagus, and into the heart, which

lying between the two lobes of the liver, is

almost in contact with this portion of the giz-

zard. "Whether the head of the pin had passed

through the gizzard before the fowl was killed,

or was drawn through an ulcrated opening when
removing the entrails, is not known, as it did not

occur to Mr, Pierce at the time to examine the

gizzard; but the fact that the pin penetrated

and became fixed in the heart, and had been

there a considerable time before the animal was
killed, was plainly seen from its blackened ap-

pearance, the false membranes and their adhe-

sions, and the evidences of inflammation around
the heart. It is remarkable, however, that this

foreign body should have penetrated and become
fixed in the heart, and the fowl presented so

little the appearance of disease—as Mr. Pierce
informs me—that it was not observed to act dif-

ferently from others in the same yard.

I send you the above, which from the remarka-
ble facts presented, may be considered worthy of

publication in a medical journal.

George Sutton, M. D.

Aurora, Dearborn Co., Ind., Feb. 1869.

Dr. Schoeppe has been committed for

trial at Carlisle, Pa., on the charge of having
poisoned Mrs. Steinecke.

News and Miscellany.

Hydrophobia.

Two deaths have recently occurred in New
York city, which were attributed to hydrophobia,

though there was no evidence that the dogs con-

nected with the cases were mad, and some of the

symptoms were such as are not usually seen in

that disease. In order to prove that the victims

died of hydrophobia, it was necessary to promul-

gate the absurd theory, that the bite of a dog

that is angry, will give the hydrophobia as well

as the bite of one that has the true rabies. The

description of the symptoms looks very much as

if the patient, in one case at least, was frightened

to death, and the physician allowed him to die

in that way, by mistaking the true nature of the

case.

—— Bleeding, which was formerly a favorite

remedy in France, being prescribed even in cases

of consumption, has now fallen decidedly into

disuse. As an indication of the present practice,

it is stated that in Paris, at the central bureau

of the medical establishments forming the depart-

ment of what is called u I/Assistance Publique,"

6151 prescriptions and 1513 verbal consultations

were given in the year 1867. Out of these 7644

cases there were only two in which bleeding had
been prescribed. In the year 1852 the number
of cases in which bleeding was prescribed

amounted to 1256.

[Notices inserted in this column gratis- and are solicited

from all parts of the country; Obituary Notices and Resolu-
tions ofSocieties at ten cents per line, ten words to the line.]

MAEEIBD.

Arangttren—Rivenbtjbgh.—Feb. 24, a* theresidenceof
the bride's parents, by the Rev. J. E. Rock we' 1, D. D.,

Frederick M. Aranguren and Adelaide Viola, onlv daugh-
ter of Dr. C. V. Rivenburgh, of Clifton, Staten Island.

Ayebs—Mayers.—In Fort Smith, Ark., Oapt. Robert
Ayres, 19th Infantry, U. S. A., and Miss Kate Mayers,
daughter of Dr. M. Mayers.
Chambeblin—Habrison —On the evening of Dec. 22d,

1868, at Brockport, Monroe co., N. Y., in th« First Pres-
byterian Church, bv Revs. Brown and Simpkins, Harrie
T. Chamberlin, M. D., and Minnie J., eldest daughter of
Josiah Harrison, Esq.

McTlvene—Kennedy.—Nov. 10th, 1868, at Freeport,
Pa., by Rev. W. F. Kean. Dr. John A. Mcllvene. of
Charlton, Iowa, and Miss Kate Kennedy, of Freeport,
Armstrong co., Pa.

DIED.

Bradley.—William A. Bradley, Assistant Surgeon and
Brevet Major, U. S. A., died suddenly, of apoplexy, at
Point San Jose, on Feb. 27th.

Magill.—In Brooklyn, Feb. 27th, Arthur H. Magill,
M. D., in the 70th year of his age.

Malone —At Indian Bay, Ark., on the 4th of October
last, Dr. Henry B. Malone, formerly of Cincinnati.

Sanborn.—Dr. T. M. Sanborn, a much esteemed and
successful practitioner of Lake Village, Vt., died reoently.
He graduated at the medical sohool at Hanover, N. H., in
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Smith.—Recently, at his residence in Cincinnati, of
congestion of the brain, Dr. James R. Smith, aged 48
years.

Ware—Feb. 22d, John F. Ware, son of Dr. Jonathan
and Mary A. Ware, of Milton, Mass.

OBITUARY.

Dr. Daniel Holmes.

We are called upon to record the death, in Elmira,

N. Y., on 15th ult., of an estimable member of our pro-

fession, Daniel Holmes, M.D. He was born at Oxford,
Chenango county, N. Y., on the 28th of April, 1818, and
was always feeble and delicate, in consquence of an in-

herited tendency to pulmonary disease. In 1840 he com-
menced the study of medicine, maintaining himself, as

so many of our worthy young men do, by teaching school.

He attended his first course of lectures at the Geneva
Medical College in 1843, and his second at the University
of Pennsylvania, where he received the degree of M. D.
in 1848. He labored assiduously in the practice of his

profession for many years, in the rugged portions of Brad-
ford county in this State. He also spent some time in
the Government Hospital service during the rebellion,
being stationed at Harrisburg. Some months were also

spent in this city, when, in September, 1866, he removed
to Elmira, N. Y., where he immediately connected him-
self with the Chemung County Medical Society and the
Elmira Academy of Medicine, to which he remained un-
falteringly attached, being present at their meetings as
long as his strength would enable him to make the at-

tempt. Indeed, it was apparent on several occasions
that his physical necessities fell short of keeping pace
with the vigor and activity of his mind, when he rose to

read a paper or to address the Society, as was so com-
monly his habit. His spirit truly was willing, but his

flesh was weak.
In October last he was compelled to relinquish the

practice of his profession. Dr. Holmes always remained
a student, and sought knowledge from every available
source. At the bedside and in his library, as in the early
days of his practice, so in the last months of his career,

he diligently observed and read. This life-long observa-
tion and extensive reading made him a wise physician, a
valued counsellor, and a highly successful practitioner.
With that confidence which had ever marked his sim-

ple, trusting, Christian faith, the religion of common life

was carried to his sick chamber, and there it remained
with him, without show or ostentation, but growing into
fuller beauty and power as his departure drew nigh.
Those only who were permitted to witness the inmost
privacy of that room of suffering, can testify to the
"abundant promise " which wa3 vouchsafed to a dying
Christian.

WORDS OF CHEER.

The Humboldt Medical Archives, St. Louis, Mo., says of
the Pocket Record:
"It is the most complete book of the kind we have ever

seen."

Dr. A.J). P., of Texas, says

:

" It (the Reporter) suits me better than any journal I
have read since I have practiced in the United States,
now about twenty- seven years."

Br. V. E. H., of Texas, says:

The Compendium is a journal equal in every particular
to any now in existence, and a great acquisition to any
medical library."

Dr. M. Y., of Canada, says

:

"I P7ize the Reporter very highly. The mere sub-
scription price has been given back to me again and
again. Frequently I have been repaid in the perusal of
one article. All are good."

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Dr. G. A. S„ of N. T.—1. We consider the cup and coil,
and globular gutta-percha pessaries advertised in this
journal as good as any you can use.

2. Treatment of diseases of the air-passa?es by atomi-
zation and the nasal douche is frequently employed in
hospitals here, with good effect.

3. Sweet quinine and svapnia are highly spoken of; we
cannot tell you how the fo'mer tastes, because we have
never tasted it. It is probably a tannate of quinine.

4. We give vaccine virus gratuitously to those who ap-
ply for it, enclosing a postage stamp, and agreeing to re-
turn some of the product.

5. We do not need the numbers you mention.
6. If you want back numbers, send the whole numbers,

not the volume and number in the volume.
Dr. F. R. G.. ofN. 0.—" I have an obstinate case on hand

of chronic pain in the right testicle, and occasionally the
left. The patient is a robust, plethoric young man, of
about thirty years of age. In his youth was troubled with
varicocele of the left testicle, but ha? almost entirely re-
covered from that. Has never had any symptoms of
stricture of the urethra or of diseased prostate. Has
never had syphili?. Has no pymptom of kidner disease,
urine perfectly natural. Seldom suffers any pain, except
just before ri=ing in the morninar. Sleeps well all night
until about one hour before day every morning, and then
is subjected to severe pain of a heavy, dragging nature,
until after walking about a while, and then all his pain
and uneasiness disappears, to return the next morning in-
variably. His sexual vigor is als<» impaired. I have used
all the remedies recommended for neuralgia, with unsat-
isfactory results, What is the disease, and what treat-
ment would you advise?"

Dr. W. A. F, of Minn.—" I submit to you the following

case for advice:

Oct. 22d. Called to see Mrs. S , five miles in the country.
Age about 25; 5 ft. 5 in. high ; slender form, light hair and
complexion. Has a chiid (the second) three months old.
For at least six months has had pain in right side, below
margin of ribs, and in right shoulder. Had, at first visit,

extreme pain, deep jaundice, scanty and dark-red urine;
pulse 130; bowels costive. Gave mercurials and verat.
viride, warm fomentations to side. In three or four days
fever had subsided considerably, pain not so acute, but
aching. Blister to side. Discovered a tumor extending
from margin of ribs on right side ro crest of ilium, smooth
and hard, edges defined. Discharges from bowels de-
scribed as resembling thin soapsuds in color and consist-
ence. Continued mercurials another week. Siightdimi-
nution in size of tumor, discharges from bowels the same.
Jaundice not diminishing. Patient being feeble, and fear-
ing it would result in hepatic abscess, discontinued mer-
curials, and gave nitro-muriatic acid internally, and ex-
ternally, blisters to side continued. After about six weeks
from the time I first saw her, tumor had diminished about
one-half, and discharges from bowels assumed a natural
color. Jaundice now began to disappear, and in a cou-
ple of weeks more had entirely disappeared. Since that

\

time has had two severe attacks of pain and fever, about
like what I first saw, each lasting four or five days. Has
been walking about, the house, sewing some, and occa-
sionally riding out, for the last six or eight weeks. The
tumor recedes very slowly, if at all, notwithstanding the
use of nitro-muriatic acid continually, friction over tu-
mor, application of blisters and iodine internally.
" I call it chronic hepatitis, and treat accordingly. Can

I do any more to relieve, or rather to cure."

METEOROLOGY.

February, 15,

N. W.
Cl'dy.

16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21.

N.E.
Cl'dy.

Wind

Weather....|

Depth Rain-

S. W.
Clear.

W.
Cl'dy.

Sh'r.

4-10

N.W.
Clear

W.
Cl'dy.
Snow.

N. E.
Cl'dy.
High
wind.

Thermometer.
Minimum --
At 8, A. M
At 12, M
At 3, P. M

33°

45
52
52
45.50

27°

42
45
47
46.25

29.5

22°
41
44
45
38.

28°

42
44
40
38.50

23°

35
43
45
36.50

19°

31
37
27
28.50

23°

34
39
41
34.25

Barometer.
At 12, M 29.3 29.5 29.3 29.4 29.8 29.9

Germantown, Pa. B. J. Leedom.



HAZARD & CASWELL'S
PURE COD-LIVER OIL.

Prepared on tbe Sea-Shore of Cape Cod and Cape Ann, by Mr. CASWELL personally, from

Medical Profession as the Sweet-
est and Purest in the market.

It is made of fresh selected

livers, on the sea-coast, and can
he retained by the stomach when
other kinds fail, so sweet and pure
is it, from the great care and skill

attending its manufacture.
Prof. Parker, of New York,

Bays: "I have tried almost every
other manufacturer's oil, and give
yours the decided preference."

Prof. Hates, State Assayer of
Massachusetts, after a full analy-
sis of it, says ; " It is the best for

foreign or domestic use."

After years of experimenting, the Medical Profession of Europe and America, who have carefully studied the effects of dif-

ferent Cod-Liver Oils, have unanimously decided the light, straw-colored Cod-Liver Oil to be far superior to any of the brown oils.

The nauseous and offensive character of the usual Cod-Liver Oil in use is extremely prejudicial—more so than none at all;

go that an article fresh and pure is indispensable.
Sole Manufacturers and Proprietors, CASWELL, HAZARD & CO., under Fifth Avenue Hotel, New York City.

Fresh and Selected Livers.

The universal demand for an
article of Cod Liver Oil that could
be depended upon as strictly purb
and scientifically prepared, hav-
ing been long felt by the Medical
Profession, we were induced to un-
dertake its manufacture at the
Fishing Stations, where the fish

are brought to land every few-

hours, and the livers consequent-
ly are in great perfection. Its

manufacture is personally super-
intended by Mr. Caswell, and
every gallon made is closely scru-

tinized. This Oil is confidently
recommended to the Trade and

THE BEST THREE TONICS OP THE PHARMACOPOEIA,
IEOff-PHOSPHOKUS-CALISAYA.

CASWELL, HAZARD & CO. also call the attention of the profession to the preparation of the above estimable Tonics,
combined in their elegant and palatable

FERRO-PHOSPHORATED ELIXIR OF CALISAYA BARK
a combination of the Pyrophosphate of Iron and Calisaya never before attained, in which the nauseous inkiness of the Iron and
astringency of tbe Calisaya are overcome, without any injury to their active tonic principle, and blended into a BEAUTIFUL
AMBER-COLORED CORDIAL, delicious to the taste, and acceptable to the most delicate stomach.

A teaspoonful contains one grain of the Salt of Pyrophosphate of Iron, and a pint of the mixture contains the virtue of one
ounce of Royal Calisaya Bark. The Profession are warned against many imitations of the Ferro-Phosphorated Elixir of Cali-

saya, made from very inferior materials.

Ferro-Phosphorated Elixir of Calisaya Bark, with Strychnia.
This preparation contains one grain of Sulphate of Strychnia added to each pint of our Ferro-Phosphorated Elixir of Calisaya

Bark, greatly intensifying its tonic effects.

Ferro-Phosphorated Elixir of Calisaya, with Sub-Carbonate of Bismuth,
This combination has now become exceedingly popular with tbe first physicians of the country, by whom it is efficiently and

successfully used in Gastralgia, Laborious Digestion, Acid Eructations, Nausea, Debility, and Nervous Derangements. Each table-

spoonful contains eight grains Ammonio Citrate of Bismuth, four grains Pyrophosphate of Iron, and three-quarters grain of
Quinine in its natural state of combination.

CASWELL, HAZARD & CO., Successors to Caswell, Mack & Co.,

Family and Manufacturing Chemists,

627eow. Newport, R. I., and cor. Twenty-fourth Street and Broadway, New York Cily.

Particular attention is called to

the improved artificial Legs and

Arms; apparatus for Resection

shortened legs, ununited fracture

apparatus for the variations of

p.W.KOLBE
Cluh-foot, bow-legs, knock-knees

weak ankle ; spinal supporter

apparatus for disease and injuries

of hip -joints.

No. 15 SOUTH NINTH STREET, PHILADELPHIA. PA.

NEW ORLEANS

JOURNAL OF MEDICINE,
A Quarterly Consolidated from the

80UTHERN JOURNAL OF THE MEDICAL SCIENCES,
and the

NEW ORLEANS MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.
Edited by

Drs. S. M. BEMISS and W. S. MITCHELL.
TERMS.

One cony, per annum, in advance $6.00
To Clubs of over Five, to one address, per volume... 5.00
With Richmond Medical Journal (monthly), 1 year. 8.00
With St- Louis Reporter (semi-monthly), one year... 8.00
Or the three for 10.00
Contributions of Essays, Reports of Cases, or Reviews,

are respeclfully solicited, and when the wish is expressed,
will be paid for at as high rates as are allowed by similar
fournals in this country.

Address W. S. MITCHELL. M. D.. Prop'r,
585,t.f.X. Lock Box 890, New Orleans.

SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS, APPARATUS, Etc.

J. H. GEMRIG,

109 South Eighth Street, Philadelphia,

MANUFACTURER OF SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS,
Apparatus for Deformities, Splints, Bandages, etc., etc.,

in every variety.

Atomizers, Wales' Endoscope, Trusses, Ophthalmoscopes,
Laryngoscopes, of all kinds.

All goods warranted of the finest quality.

Refers to—
THE PROFESSORS IN THE MEDICAL COLLEGES

OF PHILADELPHIA, and to the profession gen-

erally.

592-643.



BEIiLiEVUE
HOSPITAL MEDICAL COLLEGE,

City op New York.

The Preliminary Term opens the middle of September,

and the Regular Session four weeks later, terminating

about the first of March. The Summer Session opens the

second Wednesday in March and continues twelve weeks.

For Circular, giving full information concerning terms,

requirements for graduation, etc., apply to

A. FLINT, JR., M.D., Secretary.

604—655. New York City.

SPONGE TENTS FOR THE DILATATION
OP THE CERVIX UTERI.

These tents are composed of the finest article of sponge,
and made according to the propositions of Dr. Robert
Ellis and Dr. J. H. Aveling, of London. The insertion

of permanganate of potash as an antiseptic, and the shape
©f the tent being different from any heretofore used, an-
swers better all the requirements of the medical profes-

sion, as shown by numerous obstetrical physicians of the
city. Price, 25 cents each.

Prepared by GUSTAVUS KHAUSE,
Apothecary,

N. W. corner 12th and Chestnut sts.

A eonstant supply of Boudault's Pepsine, Papier Fru
neau contre l'Asthme, Genevoix's Iron, Laville's Gout
Remedy, Sirop de Codeine de Berthe, Injection Brou,
Grains de Sante du Dr„ Frank, Elixir of Pomegranate
Bark, Brown's Chlorodyne. 608—633.eow.

HENRY 0. BLAIR'S SONS,

APOTHECAEIES,
Eighth and Walnut Sts., Philadelphia.

(Established 1829.)

We manufacture all the new and desirable Pharmaceu-

tical Preparations, and can furnish them to Physicians

and Druggists in bulk for dispensing, or neatly put up in

bottles for retail sales. The quality we guarantee to be

the best, and our prices as reasonable as any reliable

house in the United States.

Price- Lists sent on application. Send for one.

618—636.

CLIFTON HALL,
A PRIVATE HOSPITAL

FOR MENTAL DISEASES.
This Institution is located within a few miles of the city

of Philadelphia. It is designed to accommodate about
forty patients, twenty of each sex. The fact is now fully

recognised, by Psychological Physicians, that the less we
treat the insane as exceptional beings, by immuring them
in large hospitals, under strict discipline, and modes of
life, widely different from the social amenities of home,
the more likely is recovery to take place. Hence the ad-
vantage of small establishments, where the arrangements
are more homelike and familiar. It is the desire of the
Superintendent of Clifton Hall to make it, in every re-
spect, A HOME FOR HIS GUESTS. The location is

beautiful and salubrious. The house, though possessing
all the safeguards and appliances of a public hospital, in
external appearance and internal arrangements, pre-
sents nothing to unfavorably impress its inmates. The
family of the Superintendent, and patients of both sexes,
take their meals at a common table, differing in no re-
spect from the tables of the educated classes in private
life. The Attendants are intelligent, respectful and at-

tentive.

REFERENCES : Samuel Henry Dickson, M.D., for-
merly of Charleston, South Carolina, now Professor of
Theory and Practice of Medicine in the Jefferson Medical
College of Philadelphia. Drs. Jos. Parrish, Edw'd
Hartshorns, John Bell, J. B. Biddle, S. W. Butler;
also. John C. Mercer, M.D., Williamsburg. Va.

R. A. GIVEN, M.D , Clifton Hall,
Kelleysville, Delaware County, Pennsylvania.

592-eow-643

VACCINE VIRUS,
FRESH, FROM HEALTHY WHITE CHILDREN

FOR SALE BY

BULLOCK & CRENSHAW,
Arch and Sixth Streets,

PHILADELPHIA.
485-539 PRICE $1.50 PER CRUST.

MICROSCOPES,
VARYING IN PRICE FROM $20 TO $400.

Microscopic objects of the following subjeots in great
variety.

Anatomical preparations injected and mounted, both

wet and dry. Selections of bone and teeth, specimens in

natural history, specimens in chemistry for the polari-

scope, etc.

Also glass slips, thin glass covers, Canada balsam, ma-
rine blue, etc., and for mounting objects, and in fact
everything required by a miorogcopist, made and for sale
by JAMBS W. QUEEN,

924 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia.
O-Priced and Illustrated Catalogues sent free. 514

h5

EH

to

ft

o
to

O
m
P3

MANUFACTURER OF
"

SURGICAL & DEKTAL
• INSTRUMENTS, - v
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540-591

MECHANICAL SURGERY.

ARTIFICIAL LIMBS,
APPARATUS FOR RESECTIONS,

APPARATUS FOR UNUNITED FRACTURE8,

FEET FOR LIMBS SHORTENED BY HIP DISEASE,

ARMS AND HANDS.
Soldiers Provided by U. S. Commission.

E. D. HUDSON, HI. D.,

New York, 696 Broadway, N. E. cor. Fourth Sfc*

Entrance on Fourth Street.

{Removed from Clinton Hall, Astor Place.)

Universal Exposition, Paris, 1867

Report submitted by the International Jury to the United
States Government.'

"The Artificial Limbs exhibited by Dr. Hudson, of Neir
York City, United States, are in execution unquestiona-
bly the most remarkable in the Exposition.'*

AWARDS.—By the Imperial Commission to the Ar-
tificial Limbs of Dr. Hudson, "GRAND PRIX" and
Medal, (only ones received for Artificial Limbs.) And by
the Soci6te des S'ecours aux blesses Militaires, A SILVER
MEDAL, '

.
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Lectures. &

A LECTURE ON HERNIA: REQUISITES
OF A TRUSS, AND ITS PROPER APPLI-
CATION.

Delivered at the College of Physicians and Sur-

geons, New York,

By D. L. D. Sheldon, M. D
,

Of New York City.

Gentlemen: As you have been taught all the

essential points in regard to the anatomy of

hernia, I shall refer to it only as may he neces-

sary to elucidate my description of the required

construction of a truss, and its proper applica-

tion. Hernia, you will understand, is a protru-

sion from either of the circumscribed cavities of

the body, viz., the head, thorax, and abdomen;

the latter of which will be the subject of my
remarks. There are four kinds of abdominal

hernia; inguinal, femoral, umbilical, and ven-

tral. First, we will consider the form called

inguinal, that being the most frequent; probably

about seven to one, of all others combined:

there are two forms of this kind ; one bearing

the name of direct, and the other indirect; both

being in the region of the groin. The indirect

form, when complete, passes through the whole

length of the inguinal canal; which varies in

adults, from about one and a half to two inches in

length; its breadth is about half an inch in

males, and half that breadth in females. This

canal is located nearly on a line from the an-

terior superior spine of the ilium to the spine of

the pelvis; commencing about half an inch supe-

rior to Poupart's ligament, and about two inches

obliquely external to the spine of the pubis, ex-

tending to, and terminating at that point; from

its terminus at the pubis, its direction is towards

the os-ilium, in an angle which will average

about forty degrees, with a plane of the spine of

the pubis, and some ten or fifteen degrees with

Poupart's ligament; it is through this canal the

spermatic cord passes, for which it was intended

by nature, but contrary to her designs, from cer-

tain causes, a portion of the intestines, omentum,

etc., escapes through it, separate or together, as

circumstances may direct. The aperture of the

extremity of this canal, which terminates at the

pubis, is called the "external ring," and that

pointing towards the os-ilium the "internal ring."

Here I will venture to briefly state my views

in regard to the names applied to these rings

long since, by surgeons of high repute. I cannot

perceive the propriety of their adopting names

so antagonistic to the general rules of anatomical

descriptions, in relation to situations of anatomi-

cal parts, which make it very perplexing to

students; contrary to said rule, they named the

aperture nearest to the mesial line of the body

external, and that furthest the internal ring; at

the same time they called the hernia protruding

through the "internal ring," (which is the indi-

rect form,) external hernia; and that which

passes through the "external" only, (being the

direct form,) internal hernia, as if for the very

purpose of perplexity. This converse applica-

tion of names is much to be regretted. It has

been said in support of these misnomers, that

they were only intended to describe anteropos-

terior positions; this being admitted, by no means

grants the propriety of the position, for the

"internal" ring is not posterior to the "exter-

nal," and cannot be so considered, even from

being a fraction deeper from the surface; in a

standing position in many cases, the internal

may be rather anterior
;

again the rings are

separated obliquely about two inches, being equal

to about one a quarter inch directly transverse;

therefore, under all considerations of the facts

i«fche case, those inappropriate names may with

propriety be discarded, by substituting those

mO're descriptive and comprehensive, without

confusing the student or physician. Thus I pro-

pose to call the ring terminating at the pubis the

pubic ring; and the other, being in the iliac

region, and pointing toward the os-ilium, the

iliac ring; each name virtually describing the

position of the ring represented, therefore un-

mistakable.

As we now understand the proper definition of
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indirect inguinal hernia to be a protusion from

the abdominal cavity, through the "internal" or

iliac ring, into or through the whole length of

the inguinal canal, we will now consider its pro-

gress, in connection with its progressive name"?.

In its most incipient form, it sometimes barely

protrudes through the iliac ring, with no farther

progress for a time. At this stage, in many

instances, no tumor is visible; more especially

so in fleshy persons; consequently, it may be

called invisible hernia. You will bear in mind,

even at this stage, it is liable to strangulation;

this may be accompanied with all the symptoms

of a further advanced hernia, with the exception

of a visible protrusion. When the protruding

parts pass so far into the canal as to have some-

what the appearance of a bubo, it is sometimes

called a bubonocele; and when passing nearly, or

fully through the whole length of the canal, it is

denominated oblique hernia, for the reason that

it takes on the oblique form of the canal through

which it passes ; fourth and lastly, it passes into

the scrotum, where it takes the name of oscheo-

cele, or scrotal hernia. Here I wish you to be

impressed with the fact, that although some half

dozen names hare been used for this hernia, but

one kind has been described, that being the

indirect, the other names having been adopted

merely for indicating the points of progression.

Here it may be well for us to consider the im-

propriety of physicians in this branch of our

profession. It has been a general rule with

them to transfer their hernial patients to truss-

dealers, whether manufacturers, druggists, or

apothecaries, without regard to their knowledge

of the anatomy of hernia; and it was doubtless

sheer ignorance on this point that originated

this improper custom. Facts induce me to state,

that comparatively few physicians now seem to

comprehend the importance of this knowledge,

as they follow the aforesaid examples. There

can be no reasonable excuse for ignorance in

this branch, more than in any other branch of

the profession, for the lives of such patients are

no less jeopardized.

Now in consideration of the anatomy of her-

nia, of the protruding organs, and the extreme

danger of strangulation, you will readily per-

ceive that it is equally improper to transfer a

ease of hernia to a mere truss dealer, or manu-

facturer; as a case of fracture to a splint-dealer,

or manufacturer; or a case of fever to a medi-

cine-dealer, or manufacturer; for in either case

the patient is transferred to a merchant, or

mechanic only. You will also perceive that a

knowledge of a proper constructed truss, and its

proper application for the different hernia, is just-

as indispensable to a physician as a proper con-

structed splint and its application for the different

fractures. Why not, when so many more cases of

hernia exist than fractures, and each case is in

great danger of sudden death by strangulation,

if a proper truss is not scientifically applied?

There probably exist at this moment in the

United States, more cases of hernia than the

combined number of all other diseases in the

care of pb^cians. Various estimates have been

made in (SRrent parts of the world in regard to

its frequency, but they are so conflicting no

definite conclusion can be adopted therefrom

;

however, I will men Hon a few which seem to me
the most reliable, which may serve as a base for

more or less remarks.

First, I will mention that of Mr. Turnbull,

Surgeon to the Charity Rupture Institute of Lon-

don. He states that few men have taken more

pains than himself to ascertain the fa?ts in

regard to the proportion of the ruptured through-

out the kingdom ; from which he asserts the

proportion of the whole population to be one

in fifteen, which included all persons, of both

sexes, arid all ages ; his testimony is substan*

tiated by the high authority of Gimberxart, and

Arnaud.

Xext, I will give you the estimate from

another kind of institution, computed by Jr-

ville, a celebrated truss-maker in Paris. From
this report the average is about one in twenty,

including all the inhabitants of Germany, Xorth

of Europe, Italy, Spain, France, and England,

I will conclude on reports with one from still

another kind of institution, exhibited by Louis,

from the hospitals of Paris. From this report

the average estimate is about one in Uventy, which

comprises those only who entered the hospitals

of Paris. To my astonishment, this report

Lawrence considers the most reliable in regard

to the real proportion; yet he thinks this too

high, for the reason that he deems the proportion

in hospitals greater "than among mankind at

large."

I not only consider Lawrence's position un-

founded, but take the direct opposite view. In

substantiation of my position, I will state that

comparatively few simple hernial cases ever enter

the hospital; generally such only as are incapa-

citated for labor: which proportion is very small.

There are, doubtless, many patients who come

under the supervision of hospital physicians fjr

the treatment of other diseases, who have her*

nia ; but if no symptoms should be present re-

quiring examination in the region of the groin.
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a truss may be worn, and the physician none the

wiser, or if the patient should be in a horizontal,

nude position, free from hernial symptoms, the

hernia being easily reduced by himself, and no

truss worn, the physician in most cases would

have no reason to suspect hernia, except in scro-

tal of some considerable size. In many cases,

even in an erect position, there will be no pro-

trusion for a time, and in some cases quite an

effort is required to effect a protrusion; under

these circumstances there would be no symp-

toms requiring hernial examination. Again,

persons who have hernia generally avoid mak-
ing their disability known until the nature of the

case demands it, that they may not be considered

disabled; some for the reason that they fear it

destroys to a greater or less extent the generative

power, which, if known, might interfere with

matrimonial arrangements; (on this point I

have been frequently consulted.) Others fear

it may be a venereal disease, and therefore keep

the thing secret, that they may not be thus dis-

graced. There are also cases of invisible hernia,

from which persons suffer at intervals to some

extent, for a long time before they appeal for

medical aid; when thus compelled, they gener-

ally consult with their family physician, instead

of going to the hospital. There are other cases

where protrusion is visible, being barely noticed,

scarcely questioning in their mind that it may be

hernia, until urgent symptoms compel consulta-

tion with their family physician ; and not at the

hospital. The prevalent idea being that a truss

only is required. The person who believes he

has hernia generally consults a truss dealer,

whose truss is applied, and not at a hospital.

From these statements I presume I have made it

plain to you that comparatively few persons with

hernia enter the hospital except those who are

nearly, if not completely incapacitated for labor,

or those who enter with some other disability

beside hernia. If my position is correct, then it

not only refutes that taken by Lawrence, but

reverses his conclusions, thus virtually increas-

ing the proportion fully equal to the estimate of

Turnbull. Now, as Jonville adduces nothing

to sustain his position, and as his estimate of

England, while living in Paris, exceeds by one-

third the estimate of Turnbull, who resided in

London, with a position far superior for estima-

tion than that of Jonville, I deem it proper to

adopt the estimate of Turnbull, who is support-

ed by most able authority, which gives the pro-

portion, as before stated, one in fifteen of all the

inhabitants.

Admitting the report of the London Truss So-

ciety, we find in 88.584 hernial patients, that the

proportion of males was four to one and three-

tenths of females; which gives the proportion of

males among the male inhabitants about one in

ten; and females, among the female inhabitants,

one in about thirty.

In regard to the proportion in this country, I

have not yet been able to obtain any statistical

reports which would serve as a base for a proper

estimate. I once had an opportunity of looking

over a small portion of the reports of examina-

tion of one of the Surgeon-Generals of this State

in the time of our intestine war, in which I think

the average in a few counties was one in about

fourteen or fifteen thus examined. This propor-

tion of all the male inhabitants I think alto-

gether too low, as very few offered themselves

for examination who knew they had hernia.

From what I can gather from my own resources,

which is vague, I think the proportion in' males

will average as high as one in eight, possibly

only one in ten; females, one in about twenty-

five or thirty.

Admitting these as facts, I shall not surprise

you by saying that it appears somewhat strange

that so few physicians have been impressed with

the importance of a thorough knowledge in this

professional branch. Were you about commenc-

ing practice in a section of country where any

other disease prevailed to much extent, even at

certain seasons only, you would readily perceive

the importance of well understanding the treat-

ment of that disease. Proper reasoning would

compel such a decision; for you would not only

realize the unbounded gratification of granting

relief to those sufferers, which should be your

most desirable consideration; but you would

probably secure a lucrative practice, which, al-

though properly a minor consideration, is as im-

portant in our profession as in any other kind of

business; for all prosecute their business with a

hope of gain, as a means of obtaining the re-

quisites of life and happiness. Then if such a

disease requires especial attention from skilful

hands, there should be no less attention or skill

in treating this disease, which prevails through

all seasons of the year, in every country and all

climates; predominating any, and probably all

other diseases which demaud the immediate at-

tention of physicians; when by the proper appli-

cation of a well-constructed truss, nearly all those

afflicted with hernia may be quite secure from

the perilous condition of strangulation, this being

the proper and most successful prophylactic treat-

ment for that fearful termination.

In consequence of the frequency of this disa-
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bility, numerous trusses, with slight and mere

nominal variations, have been thrust before the

public, unapproved by that portion of the medical

profession who well understand the anatomy of

hernia, and the important requisites of a truss.

Inventors and truss dealers, with few exceptions,

do not understand the anatomy of hernia, and

most of them make no pretension of knowledge

in any other branch of the profession. It is

through this inefficient and improper line of

arrangement that comparatively few permanent

cures are effected.

You who well understand the anatomy of her-

nia,* upon due consideration, will readily admit

that a person who is ignorant of this portion of

anatomy cannot distinguish between the different

varieties of hernia, or understand the modus ope

randi of protrusion; therefore, not only incapa

ble of deciding upon the requisites of a truss,

but incompetent to adjust a properly constructed

instrument. I need not portray the unneces-

sary sufferings which have been experienced

through incapacity to distinguish hernia from

hydrocele, varicocele, sarcocele, incomplete de-

scent of the testicle, bubo, and femoral from in-

guinal hernia, (all of which have been trans-

ferred to me by physicians as inguinal or scrotal

hernia;) for you will readily perceive the conse-

quent effect of such errors, and concede it as the

legitimate fruit of ignorance, proceeding from

inattention to this professional branch.

In treating reducible hernia, after carefully

replacing the protruding parts in their natural

position, the cavity of the abdomen, the all im

portant object is to thus retain them, which is

best effected by the application of a proper

truss.

I will now show you different kinds of trusses,

that you may decide from their individual merits.

To justly determine, you will necessarily revert

to the position, length, and breadth of the canal

through which the protruding parts pass. You
see that the most of these front pads vary from

two to four inches in diameter, not at all con-

forming to the position and diameter of the canal,

that being, in the normal condition, only half an

inch in breadth, and generally less than two

inches in length, consequently, you will perceive

that the compressive power of the spring is ex-

tended over a surface of from about four to six

square inches, to compress a surface generally

from one to two square inches; therefore, one of

these pads requires from two to five or six times

as much compressive power as does a pad from

one to two square inches, which is an item that

should not be overlooked. These large com-

presses or pads not only extend beyond and press

upon Poupart's ligament, which diverts pres-

sure from the canal in just the proportion ap-

plied to the ligament, but comes in direct con-

tact with the action of the thigh, thereby being

removed to a certain extent from the adjusted

position, thus destroying the intended effects.

Cases have come under my observation where

extreme pressure was inflicted for retaining the

pad in position, because of the antagonistic ac-

tion of the* thigh, which caused severe abrasion.

This, not being required, should never be tolerat-

ed. Another impropriety in regard to these

large, unconformable, soft pads, is that they re-

quire to press upon a hard or unyielding sub-

stance to be effective ; therefore the compressive

power is generally mostly expended upon the

inferior boundary of the pubic ring, that being

the os pubis. This leaves the iliac ring to a

great extent unprotected ; thus the ring and the

canal, to a greater or less extent, are left at the

mercy of the protruding parts, which transforms

them, in many cases, into a semi-funnel shaped

sac. This virtually converts an indirect hernia

into a direct one, as far as a truss is concerned.

But the most important point in regard to pubic

compression (which also includes the large, hard

compress), is that it compresses the spermatic

cord where it passes over the os pubis; in many

cases this proves very injurious by cutting off

nutrition from the testicles. It is not very un-

common where one of these trusses has been

worn for some time, to meet with atrophy of the

testicle; in some cases I have seen them which

were reduced to one-eighth their normal size, and

attributable to no other cause. You will un-

derstand how vastly injurious is the effect,

when you consider that it virtually annuls to

the extent of pressure, probably the most

important design of our Creator, that being

the motive power of animal life and soul iden-

tity.

Preparatory to correctly j udging of a truss. I

am about to show you one which is considered

by the most eminent of our profession to possess

important advantages over other trusses, because

of its combining power, with its adjustability,

cleanliness and durability, I will call your atten-

tion to the fact, that protrusion in the indirect

form of inguinal hernia, must inwardly pass

through the iliac ring, consequently if that be

kept closed, this form cannot exist The truss I

now show you (Fig. 1) has a compress attached

to its front pad ;
you see this compress is about

the length of the inguinal canal, and twice its

normal breath, being attached to the inferior
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and outer margin of the pad when applied, (Fig. 2),

you perceive that the truss must be applied

from the sound side, passing in front of the

abdomen, crossing the mesial line to the disabled

side, with the spring at the lower, and pubic ex-

tremity of the semi-circular aperture of the pad
;

Fig. 1.

II

this brings the compress immediately above the

pubis, parallel with and directly over the ingui-

nal canal, which it closes by compression, thereby

retaining the protruding organs in their natural

cavity ; the spring can be placed at either ex-

tremity of the semi-circular aperture by loosen-

ing the screw which passes through the spring

into the sliding nut within the aperture, when

the pad can be turned ; at or near one extremity,

it is a right side truss, and at the other a left

side truss. The two screws passing through the

cross bar into the compress, are compress screws.

When the truss is applied, the one nearest to the

os-pubis is termed the pubic screw, whether it be

a right or left side truss; and the one toward

the iliac ring the iliac screw. The spring is

always attached directly to the pad, therefore

the pad, which is always placed upon the sound

part, receives the full pressure of the spring, but

by attaching the compress to the pad, a portion

of the pressure is transferred to the compress,

varying according to the diameter of the com-

press. When the pressure is found inefficient to

close the canal, both the compress screws must

be turned to the left until the required amount is

obtained, in some cases, nearly all the pressure

of the spring is required to be transferred from

the pad to the compress. If increased pressure is

required over the iliac ring, then the iliac screw

only, which corresponds with the iliac ring,

should be turned to the left, which would concen-

trate compression over that ring in just the pro-

portion of turning the screw ; if increased pressure

is required over the pubic ring, then the pubic

screw will be turned to the left, you will there-

fore perceive that if both compress screws are

turned in the same direction, equal pressure is

produced, but if turned in an opposite direction,

unequal pressure is the result
;
consequently any

portion of the pressure upon the pad can be

transferred through the compress to the whole,

or any portion of the canal, in precisely the pro-

portion required, by which we are able to pro-

duced adhesive inflammation between the anterior

and posterior walls of the canal, thereby in

many cases effect a perfect cure. When pro-

perly applied, this truss never presses upon Pou-

part's ligament, nor the pubis, neither does it

come in contact with the action of the thighs
]

to this importance I have already referred.

Having demonstrated what I deemed requisite

in the construction and capacity of a truss for

the treatment and cure of the first variety and

most common form of indirect hernia, but few

words will be necessary in the description and

treatment, of what I denominate the second

Variety, which is described in the books, as con-

genital hernia. I question the propriety of this

latter name, because it leads to the conclusion

that it must always exist at birth, which is not

the case, as We have cases recorded from good

authority, where this variety never showed

itself, until at adult age : one case I remember

was a man thirty years ; these in my opinion

prove conclusively that this variety may exist and

not be congenital.

The difference in the first, and this the second

variety, is that the protrusion in the first enters

and passes through the canal in front and outside

of the tunica vaginalis, clothed in its proper sac

of peritoneum, being an elongation of that with-

in the abdominal cavity ; while this second variety

enters the canal without any sac, inside of the

tunica vaginalis, and substituting it as its sac
;

the protrusion being the same in both these vari-



2o6 LECTURES. [Vol. XX.

ties, commences at the same point, and terminates

at nearly the same point in the scrotum, there-

fore the same truss, in precisely the same posi-

tion, is all that is required. The third and the

last variety of this, the indirect form, which is

supposed to be the least frequent, enters the canal

within the tunica vaginalis, as does the second

variety, but like the first, is clothed in its proper

sac of peritoneum, before entering that tunic,

thus adopting the essential points of both the

other varieties, you will therefore understand that

the same truss is to be applied in precisely the

same manner.

Having concluded my remarks on the three

varieties of indirect inguinal hernia, we will

consider another form of inguinal, in which the

protruding parts, being the same, avoid passing

through the illiac ring and canal, by making

their escape through the posterior wall of the

canal, directly through the pubic ring; this form

is called direct inguinal hernia; you will there-

fore perceive that the only difference in the direct

and indirect form, is that in the indirect, the pro-

trusion passes through the iliac ring into the

canal, and escapes at the pubic ring, after pass-

ing through the whole length of the canal, while

this the direct, lacerates the posterior wall of

the canal, and makes its escape directly through

the pubic ring, without passing through the iliac

and canal; consequently, no pressure is required

at the iliac ring, or upon the canal, but directly

over the pubic ring, by which we plug up that

aperture with the intervening parts; this is effec.

ted by the application of the same truss, in the

same manner, varying only the position of the

compress, which is arranged by turning to the

left the pubic screw, until the corresponding end

of the compress is pushed back sufficient to pro-

duce the requisite amount of pressure ; was this

compress attached directly to the spring, without

an intervening pad, it would enlarge the ring

equal to the diameter of the compress, but in

this arrangement the pad checks the compressive

power of the compress at any point which may
be designated, by turning the pubic screw equal

to the demand. As this closes my remarks in

regard to inguinal hernia, I will proceed to con-

sider another kind, which does not adopt a course

above Poupart's ligament, like those already de-

scribed, but the protruding parts pass out imme-
diately below the ligament, and internal to the

femoral vein; this kind is called femoral hernia,

it will be perceived that any reasonable amount
of pressure applied above or upon Poupart's

ligament would not have the desired effect, as

this, like the direct form of inguinal hernia, has

no canal to compress, we have to plug up the

apertures. The femoral ring being peculiarly

situated, the form of the pad generally used is

entirely unadapted to the contracted space where

the pressure is required, therefore the ligament

of Poupart necessarily receives the most of the

pad, consequently the protrusion is allowed to

pass out as far as the anterior margin of the liga-

ment before receiving any check from the pad,

which acts upon the same principle as applying

a concave pad to inguinal or umbilical hernia,

by which the concavity is permitted to be filled

with the protruding parts, thereby not only com-

pletely depriving the ring of the power of con-

traction, but secures an expansion; furthermore,

the truss generally used for this kind of hernia

presses heavily upon the femoral vessels, which

should certainly be avoided. You understand

that pressure upon the artery would contract its

size to the extent of the pressure, and cut off nu-

trition from the leg to the same extent; you also

perceive the effect of pressure upon the vein and

nerve. I now show you a truss (Fig. 4) con-

Fig. 4.

structed especially for femoral hernia ; like the

inguinal truss, it has a front pad and compress.

Fig. 5.

but unlike that, an arm is attached to the pad
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and the compress to the inferior extremity of the

arm, the truss is applied (Fig. 5) in the same

manner as the inguinal, the pad holding the

same position above Poupart's ligament, and for

the same purpose, that being for receiving and

reserving the pressure from the spring, to be

transferred to the compress in precisely the pro-

portion demanded; the arm, you see, is so ar-

ranged as to extend or retract the compress

below Poupart's ligament, as may be required,

also to give it the exact desired angle, to avoid

pressure upon the femoral vessels, by which the

upper extremity of the compress should be placed

directly in front of the femoral aperture ("or

ring") which is situated, as before stated, just

below Poupart's ligament, and immediately in-

ternal to the femoral vein, generally extra pres-

sure is required at the upper end of the compress,

which is obtained by turning to the left, the cor-

responding compress screw; the object of the

compress in this kind of hernia, is to plug up the

aperture with intervening parts, as in the direct

form of inguinal.

Now we come to the subject of umbilical

hernia, which is situated at the umbilicus or

naval; the protrusion in this form passes

directly through the parietes of the abdomen,
the principle of pressure of a truss for this

kind of hernia, although a somewhat differently

constructed truss, is the same as those described

;

as there are no vesels here which may be endan-

gered by compression, and no bone or ligament

to produce unequal pressure, the front pad is

circular in form, that portion next to the skin

when applied, is concaved for fitting the con-

vexity of the abdomen ; the outside being propor-

tionally convex through its centre, is a circular

aperture for receiving the flat and outer portion

of the compress, which is externally on a plain

with that portion of tbe#ad which immediately
surrounds it ; the inner portion of the compress
is convex, and should be placed directly over

so as to project to a certain extent within the
ring, it being surrounded by the pad which is

placed upon the sound parts is disallowed to

enter the ring, further than permitted by the

compress screws, as in the inguinal and femoral
truss applied, (Fig. 5). In conclusion, I will

state that ventral hernia is a direct hernia, and
may pass through any portion of the abdomen
undescribed in other hernia; it is stated by good
authors that this kind most frequently exists

between the recti abdomina muscles above the
naval. This form is less frequent than any of
the other three forms. Either of the three
trusses described might answer for this form of

hernia, but the umbilical truss would generally

be best suited, because of its most frequent posi-

tion being as above stated.

Communications,

CASES IN PRACTICE.

By J. H. Finfrock, M. D.,

Of Laramie City, Wyoming Ter.

I have a few cases to report, which have oc-

curred in my practice during the last six years.

Fracture of Skull—Hernia Cerebri.

A boy four years old, was kicked by a mule,

crushing in the left frontal eminence. I saw

him ten hours after, having all the symptoms of

compression. I removed about three ounces of

coagula (one-half brain) raised the depressed

bone—size of a twenty dollar piece—applied

water dressing. Left some purgative medicines,

and returned to my post—Fort Halleck 31 miles

distant—first telling the parents that there was

but little hope of his recovery.

I read daily reports, and visited him on the

fifth day and found hernia cerebri, which had

raised and almost detached the bone, it having

some attachment by its superior border when
first dressed. I now removed it, and shaved the

brain off to a level with the surrounding parts,

and applied a leaden compress. Suppuration

was established a few days after, and the dis-

charge was quite free for nearly three months.

Once during this time I removed about one ounce

of brain. From the date of injury to the third

month, there was complete paralysis of the oppo-

site side.

I saw him last, about six months after the

injury ; the wound was healed, he was enjoying

good health, but there was still some paralysis

of the facial and lingual muscles. I have since

learned that he died of "fever" about eighteen or

twenty months after the accident.

Gunshot Fracture of Femur.

A soldier, aged 19, of our regiment (11th Ohio

vol. cavalry) received a gunshot wound on the

18th of April, 1865, fracturing the right femur

near the middle of the bone. I saw him first on

the 21st day after the injury ; water dressings

had been applied for ten days, at which time a

straight splint was applied, and he was removed

to the hospital at Camp Collins, Colorado. I

found the wound discharging freely good healthy

pus, and upon examination removed several pieces

of necrosed bone, and found the bone was uniting.
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He was laid upon a hard mattress ; flax seed

poultices applied
;
plenty of good food allowed

;

occasionally a cathartic adminstered. An at-

tempt was once made to apply a Smith's anterior

splint, but it causing great pain was abandoned

and no apparatus was ever applied. Eight

months after the acident he was able to walk

without any support, limb one inch short, and

foot reverted a little, wound entirely healed ; since

then I have lost sight of him, but think he is

about Leavenworth, or Kansas City. Name is

Charles Engle, and should this meet the eye of

any medical man knowing him, I should be

pleased to hear of his condition now.

Mutilation of Arm by Musket Ball.

Mr. M. G had his left arm mutilated by

a musket ball entering near the styloid process

of the ulna and emerging two inches from the

head of the humerus on the outer side, passing

through the elbow joint. I saw him on the

fifth day; the arm was gangrenous to within a

few inches of the exit of the ball. Wound open

at the elbow and filled with pus and maggots.

I had my steward administer ether, alone ; he

came under the influence very readily. I removed

the arm, leaving about an inch and a half of the

bone, with little hemmorrhage, and had been

but little at first. He rallied well, made some

remarks about it being lucky for him that it was

his left arm, and in this condition I left him, and

returned to my quarters. In a little less than

two hours, the steward came running to me say-

ing that he believed the man was dying
;
upon

reaching the hospital I found him dead. No
hemorrhage, no apparent cause. Our post com-

mander, whose ignorance perhaps was never

surpassed by any man that ever u donned a gol-

den leaf," positively refused a post mortem ex-

amination. The ether used was that furnished

from the United States Laboratory, Long Island.

Vital Statistics of London, Berlin, Paris, and
Vienna.

A reliable statistician gives the following com-

parisons between the four principal cities of the

Continent—London, Paris, Berlin, and Vienna.

The greatest number of legitimate children are

born in London ; the smallest in Paris. Vienna

ranks foremost in illegitimate births 5 London
has the least. Most marriages take place in

Berlin; the fewest in Vienna. Still-born child-

ren are most numerous in Paris; least numerous
in Vienna. Paris has the greatest density of

population; London the least. Berlin consumes

the least quantity of meat; London by far the

greatest.

REPORTS. [Vol. XX.

Hospital Reports.

Jefferson Medical College, )

Pbilada., Oct. 17, 1868. f

Clinic of Prof. Gross.

Reported by Dr. Napheys.

Extrophy of the Bladder and Double Hernia.

B. set. C. This boy is tall, w.-ll nourished, has

a good complexion, well developed limbs, and is

perfectly formed, excepting at the lowei part of

the abdomen, where a red tumor is observed.

Immediately below this reddish projection an

organ resembling the penis is seen. The head of

the penis lies between the tumor and a little

mass of skin below, which is the prepuce.

Around the tumor and penis there is a circular

swelling. On the lower part of this mass the

testicles are found, and on each side an inguinal

hernia complicating the case. Water is seen to

be passing off from the reddish surface, and on

each side of this surface there is an opening cor-

responding with the situation of the ureter.

The red mass, larger in the transverse than in

the vertical direction, situated between the penis

and umbilicus, is the posterior wall of the urinary

bladder, the anterior wall of that bladder being

absent. The posterior wall is pushed forward

through an opening existing in the wall of the

abdomen. This affection, constituting extrophy

or eversion of the bladder, is a congenital mal-

formation and not the result of an accident. It

consists essentially in a defect in the anterior

wall of the bladder as well as in that of the abdo-

men. The pubic bones are also wanting, there

being a large gap in the middle line where there

is no bony structure whatever. This defect is

much more common in male than in female

subjects.

Professor Gross has seen a large number of

such cases, certainly from eighteen to twenty.

The affection is very frequently accompanied by

hernia on one side, sometimes on both sides, as

in this instance, and always with that variety of

malformation of the penis called epispadias. The

head of the penis is defective, it is flattened.

The testes are frequently fully developed and

situated in the scrotum, but sometimes they

remain in the groins. In the female this defect

is accompanied with certain malformation of the

genital organs, frequently deficiency of the

clitoris and nymphas. But there are cases

reported in which females are capable of men-

struation and conception. In the male there
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is naturally impotence, but not any absence of

the ordinary voluptuous feeling attendant upon

the age of puberty, for the testes are usually

very well developed. The urine dribbles off con-

stantly, sometimes in a stream, at other times

simply diffusing itself over the parts. The skin

around is therefore apt to be excoriated.

The question arises, what is to be done. Mr.

Simon, of London, performed an operation a

number of years ago, by which he attempted to

insert the ureters into the bowel. His operation

was somewhat successful, but the result was not

fully satisfactory, and in its performance he

placed in jeopardy the life of the patient. Of

late years attempts have been made to cover this

raw surface by taking integument from the

neighboring parts, and uniting the edges at the

middle line, so as to form a flap to protect the

raw surface. The operation has been performed

in a number of instances. Professor Pancoast

1 performed it at this clinic in an elderly man,

who finally died from an attack of pneumonia.

The operation did not succeed very well. Dr.

Aters, of Brooklyn, had a case in which the

!
;

J

success was gratifying, but by no means com-

plete. It is doubtful whether complete success

. can ever be had, for the urine coming in contact

r

with the edges of the wound will prevent union.

The wound which it is necessary to make is

,

always of a formidable character, and requires a

,
long time to heal. The patient may have ery-

sipelas, peritonitis or emphysema, or he may

I

suffer from severe traumatic fever, so that the

r

operation is liable to be followed by very serious

j

consequences under the best of circumstances,

j
Mammary Tumor.

! Mary , set. 37'; married. She has been

1 married for fourteen years, and has had four

! children, the youngest being eleven years of age.

A swelling made its appearance in the right

f breast last winter. That breast is now much lar-

1 ger than the other, but it is quite movable, having

I
apparently no strong adhesions to the subjacent

5 structures. The tumor feels hard, and is of large

f size
;
there is no fluctuation, but at certain points

8 a little softness. The nipple retains its integrity,

i,
it is not retracted, it is soft. There is no en-

jj

largement of the subcutaneous veins,

y
Her health is g«od; tongue looks well

;

it appetite not impaired; she sleeps soundly; has

e lost no flesh ; is not easily fatigued ; and her

ifl
spirits are good. She has no pain in the part

$ She still menstruates. The tumor was punctured

i-
isome time ago, and two ounces of fluid issued.

i She has not attained that period of life in which

scirrhus of the mammary gland is usually met

with. It commonly makes its appearance be-

tween forty-five and fifty, about the time of the

cessation of the menses. But encephaloid may
come on at almost any period in the female breast.

It is true it rarely appears until after the

age of puberty ; in the great majority of cases,

between the age of twenty-five and forty-five. It

is rapid in its development, generally una tended

with pain, or if there be any it is much less

than in scirrhus, because the nerves are not so

much compressed as in the hard form of cancer.

The tumor is also softer and larger than scirrhus,

and not unfrequently it happens that there are

little cysts in it, and sometimes cysts of a con-

siderable size, upon puncturing which, fluid of a

muddy character escapes, which fluid is often

but not necessarily coagulable by heat, acid and

corrosive sublimate.

Cystic tumor of the breast in women of this

country is of very rare occurrence. It is always

benign, never returning when the disease is re-

moved. Encephaloid, on the contrary, is a disease

exceedingly prone to return either in the part, in

the cicatrice, in the neighboring lymphatic glands,

or in some other part of the body, being in this

respect exactly like scirrhus.

There are reasons for believing this tumor to be

encephaloid in character ; the patient at present

refuses to have an operation performed.

Adenoid Tumor of the Breast.

This woman, married, set. 38, has had six

children, the youngest being eleven years of age.

Almost two months ago .swelling of the right

breast was first noticed. Several little tumors

can now be felt, they are of irregular size, quite

small, very hard and firm. The nipple is per-

fectly sound and not retracted. The skin is not

discolored. The lower portion of the breast

seems to be natural. The swellings are situated

apparently in the midst of the breast.

There is no evidence of any malignancy, the

affection is that known as adenoid tumor of the

mamma. It is a very common affliction in young

girls soon after puberty, and not unfrequently

connected with dysmeriorrhcea. The pain which

exists is gen-srally of neuralgic character, liable

to be aggravated at every return of menstruation.

In such cases relief is usually obtained from the

adminsteration of anti-neuralgic remedies, par-

ticularly quinine and arsenic, and the application

of ointments containing veratria. Sometimes the

employment of leeches is of service, together

with a lotion of acetate of lead and attention to

the general health. "When the tumor is very
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hard and the seat of severe pain, it is necessary

to resort to excision. In this case an operation

will be performed, merely the affected part being

removed.

The patient was placed under chloroform, and

the tumor removed. One artery was tied, and

the wound closed by three interrupted suture?,

with the aid of strips of adhesive plaster, in the

intervals between the stitches. The dressing

will consist of a mixture of from four to eight

parts of common oil or glycerine to one part of

carbolic acid, absorbed upon cotton or patent

lint, and placed in direct contact with the surface,

the whole being covered with a piece of oiled

silk, or a piece of plaster made of three parts of

gum shellac and one part of carbolic acid.

Medical Societies.

FIFTH ANNUAL RE UNION OF THE 0. M.
SOCIETY.

The fifth annual re-union of this flourishing

Society took place on the evening of the 26th ult.

at the Bellevue Hospital Medical College. The
day had been obscured by fast falling snow-

flakes, and dark heavy clouds threatened serious-

ly to interfere with the general promises of the

programme, but long before the appointed hour

the forbidding clouds rolled away to the west,

the moon shone out bright and clear, and at half-

past seven the large lecture-room of the college

was filled with a galaxy of beauty and intelli-

gence. Shortly before eight o'clock the faculty

filed in from their rooms, and were greeted with

hearty and long-continued rounds of applause.

The Rev. Dr. Alfred B. Beach opened the ex-

ercises of the evening with an appropriate invo-

cation to the Throne of Grace, after which the

President of the Society, Dr. Philip Woolf, de-

livered the annual address, in which a brief

sketch of the aims and objects of the Society was
given, as well as some sound advice to those who
had just received their degrees. The President
felt assured that the common opinion prevailing

among young graduates that the older practi-

tioners were their tacit enemies, envious of their

success, or oblivious to their merits, was a mis-
take. The conscientious young practitioner has
really no better friends than his seniors in the
profession.

Professor Lewis A. Satre then addressed the

Society as follows

:

Ladies and Gentlemen, Mr. President, and
Members of the 0. Jfi. Society—You have been
kind enough to invite me to address you upon

this, the fifth anniversary of your Society. A
society organized for such noble purposes as I

understand yours to be, namely the mutual

literary and professional culture of its members

,

deserves and should obtain a high position.

Viewing your Society in this light, I take pleas-

ure in complying with your request to address

you with a few remarks. The next question is,

what shall be the theme to which I shall call your

attention during the few minutes allotted to me
this evening? In casting about for a suitable

subject, it has just occurred to me that as the

most of you are now, in a few days, to assume

the new duties and responsibilities of the practi-

cal exercise of the profession of your choice, and

having passed over some little distance on the

same road in advance of you, it seems proper

that from my present stand-point, I should take

a hasty glance over the road just travelled, back

to my early starting-point, to the place you are

just now entering, and see if I can give you any

advice, to guard you against the shoals and

quick-sands which may endanger your profes-

sional future, and guide you in the sure path to

usefulness and honor.

Too many in our profession in assuming this

new responsibility, in accepting the jlegree make
the fatal error of thinking that they have ceased

to be students when they become practicing phy-

sicians. A more fatal error could not be com-

mitted. It is sure to lead to a low degree of

professional standing, and it is dangerous to all

those patients who may be so unfortunate as to

employ a physician who has so low an estimate

of his professional responsibilities and obliga-

tions.

While engaged in your college curriculum, if

you fail to apply yourselves with diligence to

your studies, no one is injured by it but your-

selves; the community is not endangered by your

ignorance. We, the professors, stand as a guard

between you and the people. But when we

grant you the degree, giving you the authority

to practice, having found after a careful exami-

nation that you are conversant with the science

up to its present stand-point, you must then re-

collect that you have assumed the responsibility

of keeping yourselves upon the very crest of the

tidal wave of its continual advancement.

•Medicine is not one of th* exact sciences—for-

tunately it is not—and from this very fact you

have constant opportunities for study and im-

provement. Each day our science is gradually

approaching exactitude, our knowledge is grow-

ing more minute and perfect, our ability to suc-

cessfully treat disease more certain. These im-
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provements and new lights your patients have a who may apply to you for relief, the same skill

right to demand a knowledge of in you, and it can

only be obtained by a constant devotion to study.

As soon as you cease to be students you should,

as a matter of conscience, cease to be practi-

tioners. Though knowledge be the first essential

requisite for the practice of our divine art, there

must be beyond and above this, correct principles

. to guide us in using it rightfully. You must be

governed always by the most rigid virtue and

the strictest veracity; your character must be

[J pure, and your honor above reproach, otherwise

the power derived from knowledge thus obtained

will only serve to make you dangerous members

of the community. The whole object of your

. life, the whole motive of your ambition, should be

,
the most speedy removal of disease and the best

application of the most accurately ascertained

j

plans and principles of the treatment of disease

in the various cases that may be entrusted to

your care. Let this be the governing principle

of your professional life, and not the gain or

J profit which may be made by it as a trade, and

it will certainly lead you to professional distinc-

tion and well-deserved honor.

In all your intercourse with your professional

brethren be courteous and honorable, being

neither sycophantic and servile, nor arrogant and

dictatorial. Maintain with dignity the true

honor of your profession, and never permit igno-

I
ranee, even should it be found in high places, to

be detrimental to the best interests of your

patients. The first few years of your profes-

sional life will probably not be overtaxed by at

tention to the wealthy or the great. Persons of

wealth or fixed position are generally already in

j

the hands of professional men of established

reputation and positiont In the hovels of the

poor, in the cellars,, back alleys and garrets of

the city, most of your time will be spent, or if

your location should be in the country, your

patients will most likely be found in small cot-

tages or hamlets of the more sparsely settled sec-

tions of your district, and not in the princely

mansion of the lordly millionaire, whose pom-
pous show of wealth commands the admiration of

the villagers for miles around* But remember
that whatever contrast may exist in the worldly

position between the pauper and the prince,

their physical frame with all their delicate and
intricate organization is governed by the same
laws, made by the same Almighty hand. The
great centripetal idea of humanity,

" A man's a man for a' that an' a' that 1"

should never be forgotten. Your duty, therefore

,

as physcians is to give to these poor patients,

care and attention as if they were the wealthiest

persons m the land. You may probably re-

ceive no pecuniary compensation for your labor,

or at most, but little, but you will have the

greater and higher satisfaction of having at

least conferred the benefits of scientific skill,

upon a poor suffering fellow-creature. To have

saved or prolonged a life which but for the

application of that skill would have had an un-

timely end, or to have restored a malformed use-

less cripple to all the beautiful symmetry of his

natural proportions, giving him thereby the

opportunity of being a self-sustaining as well as

a self-enjoying and useful member of the com-

munity, will give you more pleasure and satisfac-

tion as honorable physicians than all the wealth

you might obtain by pandering to the prejudices,

and desires of the vicious. The gratitude of

these poor people for the benefits thus conferred

will find vent in tongues of warmest praise and

appreciation of justly deserved, honor, which

without resort to the pufting and newspaper

advertisements of the designing charlatan, will

in due course of time bring your proper merits

to the just appreciation of the wealthy and the

great, who will in turn seek your advice and

counsel when you have by this means proved

that it is better than they can get elsewhere.

You have displayed so much good taste in in-

viting this beautiful array of the fair daughters

of our city to be present at your anniversary this

evening, that I feel that it is entirely unnecessary

for me to give you any advice about one of the

most important and necessary acts of your pro-

fessional life, namely, the selection of some one

fair damsel as a companion to share your joys,

and sympathize with you in your sorrows
; may

your choice be such that the idea of England's

great poet may be realized :

" blest with temper, whose unclouded ray

Can make to-morrow cheerful as to-day.

She who ne'er answers till a husband cools,

Or if she rules him, never shows she rules,

Charms by accepting, by submiting sways.

Yet has her humor most When she obeys."

By a careful consideration and proper applica-

tion of these few hasty thoughts, I feel confident

that your distinction will be such as to confer

honor upon your almamater and be lookod upon
with pride and satisfaction by all the future mem-
bers of the 0. M. Society.

Next in order came the regular toasts of the

evening. Professors Hamilton and Barker both

being absent, the third toast, "The Ladies," was
responded to by Professor Elliot. He re*
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marked that he knew that he had one sincere

friend in the world. He said to the Doctor, " I

hear that you have to respond to the 1 Ladies ' to-

night-, you have my heart-felt sympathy." Dr.

Elliot thought that he deserved a double share

of sympathy from his fair audience, seeing that

Prof. Sayre had included the ladies in his address,

and after that superb quotation from one of the

old English poets, had indeed left but little for

him to say. He considered that just now it was

somewhat dangerous to speak for woman, who at

last, after a long and characteristic silence, is

beginning to insist upon speaking for herself;

who knows but that the time may be almost at

hand when we shall hear falling from the fair

lips of beauty, in soft melodious cadence,

" The gentlemen, God bless them I"

With women arguing metaphysics in the pulpit,

wielding the scalpel in the sick room, managing

the press and organizing political majorities,

there is but a step to the remaining fields of

labor, and there may be lineaments of fair faces

now covered perhaps by mantling blushes,

which are yet destined to groove their furrows in

the grave debates of the Senate chamber, or in

expounding the doctrines of the law.

Who shall paint the dawn of such an era that

shall usher in the full fruition of all the sex?

The pallet of another Guido must furnish the

brilliant colors. Aurora with rosy tipped fingers

still marshalls on the day, the feminine circling

hours retain their accustomed places, but the male

Apollo hurled from the central place of honor,

yields the reins to the bright-eyed goddess who
typifies the blissful era. A millenium sheds its

beneficent rays upon the earth, and man, shorn

of his old supremacy, still let us hope may bask

in the sunshine of woman's favor, and abrogating

all claims to distinctions in war, heartily desire

that each and all the Venuses may enjoy all the

rights and privileges of Mars. Well might one

shrink from answering such a toast, at the thought

of the near approach of such an era. But I am
not here to speak for myself, I am here in the

garb and with the privileges of a herald
; I speak

for my constituency. Four hundred young gen-

tlemen, not satisfied with hearing me lecture

for the last five or six months on woman, demand
that I shall say something more upon the same

subject before we part, and in conclusion, I can

only say that I commend my constituency to

your most distinguished and tender considera-

tion.

At the conclusion of Prof. Elliot's witty and

classic address, Prof. Hamilton made his appear-

ance and responded to the first regular toast of

the programme, " The Bellevue Hospital Medi-

cal College.'' Prof. Hamilton- remarked that in

responding he could not perhaps do better than

to speak of what the college had accomplished.

It was first organized in 1862, a year after the com-

mencement of the war, at a period of time when
literature, art and science generally languished.

It was therefore a period unpromising and seem-

ingly unpropitious. To-day scarcely eight years

have passed, you have before you the young

stripling of this short age
;
nearly four hundred

students are before me, and one thousand gradu-

ates have passed from these halls. This is really

a giant progress, and in looking for its causes we
shall find that it is not because it is the only col-

lege in the city, there are at least two other

orthodox schools at no great distance from us ; it

is not because it is conveniently situated, not be-

cause it is the cheapest college, for this college

was the first to raise its price to the present

amount ; not because it has charity students, for

it is the only college which has no charity stu-

dents, we require cash down in every instance ;

neither would he say it was because of the supe- '

riority of its faculty ; to be sure the faculty were

physically pretty large men, but they are not per-

haps correspondingly superior in in^llect. The

success of this institution he believed to be

almost entirely due to the fact that it was the 1

"Bellevue Hospital Medical College "—The
union of clinical with didactic instruction.

This is no new idea, nor is it true that we have

not always appreciated the value of such a course

in this country, but the time for its practical

realization had not yet fully come, but no^

being fully established, we have no reason tc

believe that it will fail. The professor believe.'

that sooner or later all the line of islands neai

the city will eventually be used for hospital pur-| Ii

poses, and thus a rich and vast fund of materia

be presented for instruction. He had no fear:

that the Bellevue Hospital Medical College wouk

fail, on the contrary, it is full of promises foi

the future.

The fourth regular toast, "The 0. JE. So

ciety," was then responded to by Geo. H. Penni vh

in a very able manner, his address abounded ir Ti

well chosen classic allusions, and recalled th<

pleasing recollections and associations which the^

had enjoyed together as members of the society

To those who were about to strike out into th' -

untried ocean of the future, he wished Godspeed R

and abundant success in their chosen profes

sion.

The fifth regular toast, "The medical profee
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sion," was set down for Prof. Wm. H. Van Buren,

and the sixth, " American Surgery," was to have

been answered by Prof. James R. Wood. Both

these eminent lights being unfortunately absent,

loud calls were made for Prof. Hammond, who

came forward and gracefully declined to answer

three different toasts at one time. As this was a

matter altogether out of the question, he con-

cluded that it would be best for him to say noth-

ing at all. Nothing daunted, the audience having

caught sight of Prof. Dunster of the Vermont

Medical College, unanimously and uproariously

signified their desire to hear from him.

Professor Dunster came reluctantly forward

and faced the music, literally and metaphorically.

He could not see the slightest propriety in call-

ing upon him to address this college, seeing that

he belonged to a different institution, but if they

insisted upon having the Vermont College re-

presented, why here was Prof. Crosby, who would

no doubt be delighted to take his place.

Loud calls were immediately made for the un-

fortunate Professor, until he made his appear-

ance at the rostrum. He said "he considered

that suggestion of Professor Dunster the un-

kindest cut of all; he was astounded, amazed,

he might almost say with deference, and in a

good sense of the word, disgusted. He felt very

much like Professor Holmes, of Boston, when he

was called upon to fill the place of Mr. Everett,

or somewhat in the condition of a celebrated sea

captain, who had failed to return a salute on his

entry into port; when asked by the commander

why he failed to return the salute, he said there

were some hundred good and sufficient reasons

—

first, he had no powder!

"If," said the genial Vermont professor, "I

had the eloquence of my friend Professor Sayre,

I might possibly make up for the lack of pow-

der." He felt convinced while listening to the

Temarks of Professor Sayre that the latter was

designed for a Methodist minister, and that some-

how he had naturally drifted into the chair of

orthopedics, not only to straighten crooked legs

and backs, but also the morals of the community,

which were certainly very loose and out of joint.

"While listening to the classic remarks of Elliot

upon the ladies, he was reminded of the remarks

of one of the ancient philosophers, who said that

woman's true ballot-box was the cradle, in

which she should deposit not votes but voters.

The good-humored professor here complained of

feeling very much embarassed, and took a drink

of water. He then proceeded to remark that he

felt himself very much in the position of Arte-

mus Ward, when he went to visit the. Mormon

widows ; there were seventeen of them, he told

them that he was far away from home, and that

he hoped their intentions were honorable. The
Professor then gave a humorous description of

the origin of the 0. M. Society. He had

looked the matter up, and learned that these

mystic letters stood for "Occulua iEsculapii."

The eye of iEsculapius. The Society had been

originally founded in Egypt or some other

foreign country, and had only been recently re-

suscitated. No report can do justice to the im-

promptu effort of the Vermont Professor, it was
the decided hit of the evening, and like a glass of

champagne, it ought to be taken when delivered,

to be fully appreciated.

The seventh regular toast " the Graduating

Class," was appropriately responded to by R.

Carney, after which the audience dispersed.

The exercises were agreeably insterspersed with

selections from the 11 Grand Duchesse," and other

favorite operas, by Wallace's band, contributing

very much to the enjoyment of the evening.

The annual election for officers resulted in the

choice of the following named gentlemen :

President—Dr. E. C. Harwood, New York.

Vice-President—Mr. Somerville P. Hammond,
New York.

Secretary—Mr. C. M. Hobby, New York.

Treasurer—Mr. J. M. McWhinnie, Canada.

Editorial Department.

Periscope.

The Stethoscope.

Dr. Paul Niemeyer, of Magdeburg, calls atten-

tion in the Deutsche Klinik, Dec. 5th, to the

discrepancy between the theory and practice of

L^ennec. His theory was that the scratch of a

needle on one end of a long beam could be heard

by applying the ear to the other end, and that this

depended upon the conduction of sound through

the solid medium. In practice he used a roll of

paper, subsequently a hollow wooden cylinder
;

that is, he used a medium of wood and air in

ausculting.

Now it is an established fact that wood is a

better conductor of sound than air; pine wood,

according to Chladui and Lavart, conducts

sound eighteen times better than air.

Niemeyer asks : Why do we, in the ordinary ste-

thoscope substitute a notoriously bad conductor

for one notoriously good? In other words, why

do we make that useful instrument hollow? He
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recommends the use of solid stethoscopes, made

of that variety of pine wood which is used for

the sounding-boards of musical instruments.

The ear-piece must be in one with the body of

the instrument, and not screwed on.

Meat>t>roth.

Kemmerich makes the following assertions

:

1st. A small dose of concentrated meat-broth

increases the force and frequency of the heart's

action; large doses act toxically, and produce

death, with symptoms of cardiac paralysis.

2d. The active principle upon which the above

effects depend, consists mainly of the potassa

compounds contained in meat-broth.

3d. The salts of potassa, in small and medium

doses, do not retard the heart's action, but on

the contrary, stimulates it.

—

(Pfluger's Archiv

f. d* ges. Phisiologie, 1868.)

As the first rather startling assertion has a

very important practical bearing, it would be

well for others to follow up the investigation.

We hope that patients have not been unwit-

tingly killed with beef-essence in days gone by!

Foreign Objects in the Lungs.

A metallic tube composed of zinc and copper,

one-half an inch long and weighing eleven grains,

was recently in a fit of coughing expelled from

the lungs of a girl twelve years of age living in

New York City. The tube, being the whistle of

an India-rubber air ball, was two years ago

accidentally forced into the upper part of the

larynx, and thence, in the attempts to remove it

by emetics, was lodged in the lungs. During

the whole of the period mentioned, the girl suf-

fered from an oppressive sensation on the chest

and from continued coughing. During one of

the paroxysms the tube was ejected. This occur-

rence gives a strong illustration of the remedial

force of nature which is sometimes successful in

affording relief when all the resources of surgery

;

and medicine have been tried and failed.

Mercury Fumes.

The dangerous action of mercury upon the

health of laborers in looking-glass manufactories

is well known. According to a recent investiga-

tion, however, it is shown that it is a mercurial

dust rather than the sublimed vapor that pro-

duces disease. This dust can be prevented from

Hying by adding one-half per cent of sodium to

the mercury, which completely neutralizes any

sach tendency. The saving of the mercury

more than equals the cost of the sodium.

BOOK NOTICES. [Vol. XX,

Reviews and Book Notices.

NOTES ON BOOKS.

We have received from Orange Judd & Co.,

245 Broadway, ATew York—to whom practical

and amateur gardeners are under so many obli-

gations—a very valuable little work, entitled,

"Practical Horticulture, a Guide to the Success-

ful Cultivation of Florists' Plants, for the Ama-
teur and Professional Florist." It is edited by

Peter Henderson, and is profusely and beauti-

fully illustrated. It contains designs for laying

out village lots, walks and grounds surrounding

houses, gardens, flower-beds, etc. Price $1.50*

In a recent notice of the Clinico-Pailiological

Reporter, published at Jefferson, Texas, we omit-

ted to mention that it was edited and owned by

Drs. J. A. Richardson and V. E. Henderson.

It promises to be a useful stimulant to professional

advancement in that immense State.

Syphilis and other Local Contagious Disorders.

By Berkeley Hill, M.B., Lond , F. R. C. S.

Philadelphia: II. C. Lea. 1 vol., cloth, 8vo.,

pp. 4G7.

In this work Mr. Hill gives an exceedingly

useful digest of the history, pathology, and usual

English treatment of venereal disorders. He
does not clear up any of the mooted points in its

pathology or origin, but he has opinions, and ex-

presses them boldly—a little too confidently per-

haps now and then. He is a dualist, and a mer-

curialist, and from his book one might think

that all sound men were—which is not the case.

His style is extremely lucid, and his arrange-

ment clear and judicious. At the end of nearly

every chapter he adopts the commendable French

custom of giving a summary of what he has

been over. Syphilis, chancre, gonorrhoea, and

accessory venereal disorders, are the subjects of

the different parts of the book.

On the whole, it is a very useful abstract of

what is known and currently received in syphil-

ography, and is eminently practical in character.

Vaccination.

The prejudice against this simple method of

protection against the frightful disease, the

small-pox, does not seem to have died out. At
Sheffield, England, recently, a respectable mer-

chant was bound over on a charge of libel, for

publishing a hand-bill, in which vaccination was
asserted to be the mark of the beast spoken of in

the Book of Revelations, and the Chairman of

the Sheffield Board of Guardians of the Poor was
described as another Herod, urging on the slaugh-
ter of the innocents.
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PHILADELPHIA, MARCH 13, 1869.

8. W. BUTLER, M. D., & D. G. BRINTON, M.D., Editors.

Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence,

News, etc. etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

4®* To insure publication, articles must be practical

"brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

We particularly value the practical experience of coun-

try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfully belongs to the profession.

The PENNSYLVANIA TRAINING-SCHOOL
FOB FEEBLE-MINDED CHILDBEN.

The sixteenth annual report of this institution

is before us, and an inspection of its interesting

pages leads us to believe that a statement of the

aims, the fruits, and the condition of this noble

charity, will please all our readers.

On the 10th of February, 1853, the preliminary

steps were taken to found this, the third institu-

tion of its kind in America.

The superintendent is appointed by and is re-

sponsible to the board of directors, and is their

chief executive officer, being governed by instruc-

tions contained in the by-laws of the institution.

The present superintendent is Dr. Isaac N.

Kerlin, who has held that position for several

years, and has displayed in an uncommon degree

that rare combination of business tact, executive

skill, and intimate acquaintance with morbid

psychology, which the position demands.

A matron and five* female teachers, amiable,

intelligent and full of tact, aided by three or four

trainers, possessed with that "patience which is

long and is kind," are in daily contaet with the

school classes. These are graded according to ca-

pacity for instruction in reading, the first lessons

being the fixation of an eye on a block or bead,

the grasp of a wand or dumb-bell. The children

are passed in classes, daily, before each of these

eight or nine instructors, meeting thus as many

varieties of mind, discipline and tact, yet all bent

toward one object.

There are other groups sent to the fields,

roads and farm; they are either incapable of

school advancement, or having been taught read-

ing and writing, are now more wisely and

happily employed in manual labor.

The sexes are permitted all proper association

at meals, in schools and general amusements,

2

which is believed to be natural, and has proved

to be advantageous.

Since the foundation of the institution 501

pupils have been received, more or less feeble in

mind, and many in body also. Of these there were

Taught to'speak,. 37

Articulation improved » 196

Taught to read 187

write, 113
" feed themselves 45
" dress themselves 70
" walk 5

Gait improved, 214

Reformed from bad habits 140
" " destructive habits, 256

Accustomed to some employment 196

Epilepsy cured, 16
" improved 57

Besides these, very many have still further

improved, and some entirely recovered after

being sent home.

No one can over-estimate the advantage to the

community of institutions so well managed as

this, and we may well echo the words of a .pas-

sage in Dr. Kerlin's Report

:

"To the attentive, Christian reader, whether

philanthropist or statesman, we commit our sta-

tistics' as no dry figures, but as a valuable page

of thoughtful study, upon which to found legisla-

tive and benevolent action for the future ; if the

work be laudable, to extend and enlarge it—there

is no other alternative, even for comparison."

Discoveries in the North Sea.

The results of the dredging expedition recently

made by Dr. Carpenter and Professor "Wyville

Thomson, in the North Sea, are very interesting.

In the first place, they discovered that at 200

fathoms, at least, animal life exists. At nearly

a mile deep it is abundant; at that depth animals

are as well developed as at the surface, beside

they are not confined to the lower groups ; the

whole of the vertebrae are well representee1

.

They also found that the temperature is not de-

pendent on depth ; even in places quite contigu-

ous to each other the temperature was not uni-

form. In the deep waters between the Faroe

and Shetland Isles, and to the westward, they

find a formation being deposited which is ex
I

ceedingly like chalk, and contains similar or

identical fossils. The fauna differed somewhat

with the temperature. The bottom of the sea to

the westward of the islands named consisted of

ooze, or shining mud, of the consistency of thick

treacle, of a pale-grey color; this was full of

sponges of the most extraordinary kinds, and of

very singular forms. During six weeks the ex-

plorers only got five days of good weather.

—

Scientific American.
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Notes and Comments.

THEBAPEUTICAL BULLETIN.*
Compiled by Geo. H. Nafhets, M. D.

This column will contain each week a collection of the

Recipes, remarkable for their novelty and elegance, now

in use by prominent practitioners, a3 recommended by

them in recent lectures at College and Hospital Clinics,

and at meetings of Medical Societies, in newly published

monographs and systematic treatises, and in the current

medical periodicals of this country and Europe. It will

include formulas for hypodermic injections, for inhala-

tions, for rectal and vaginal suppositories, for ointments,

lotions, collyria, etc., etc.

The selection will be such that each prescription will

commend itself, both by its intrinsic merits, and by the

authority of the name of the physician by whom origi-

nated or employed. It is designed to give only the latest

and best approved therapeutical expressions of the pro-

fession—to afford a periscope of the remedial measures

resorted to by eminent living physicians.

It is proposed, hereafter, to classify these formulas, and

issue them in book form.

Below will be found some formulae designed

to produce antiphlogistic and febrifuge effects, in-

cluding, more particularly, remedies employed as

Diaplioretics and Diuretics.

Prof. Joseph Pancoast.

R. Morphiae acetatis,

Antimonii et pot. tart., aa gr. J.
Spts. aetheris nitrosi, f.gss.

Pulveris acaciae, ^ss.

Aquae camphorse,
Liq. ammoniae acetatis, f.^iss. M.

Sig. Tablespoonful every hour until free per-

spiration and sleep are induced.

Prof. S. D. Gross.

R. Antimonii et pot. tart., gr. iij.

Magnesiae sulphatis, §ij.

Morphiae sulphatis, gr. j£.

Aquae distillate, f.^x.

Syr. zinziberis, f.'J'j.

Acidi sulph. aromat., f.gss.

Tinct. veratri viridi, f.£iss. M.

,
Of this antimonial and saline mixture the pro-

per average dose is a tablespoonful^ repeated

every two, three, four, or six hours, according

to the exigencies of the case, where there is in-

cited action of the heart and diminished, if not

suspended secretion, as shown by pain, fever,

thirst, and restlessness. Should it produce nau-

sea, lessen the dose. Aconite may be substituted

for the veratrum. Colchicum may be added

when there is a rheumatic or gouty state of the

system, and quinine when there is a tendency to

* Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year

1869, by Geo. H. Nafhets, M.D., in the Clerk's office of

the District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylva-

nia.

N. B. This copyright is not intended to prevent medi-
cal journals publishing these articles, but only their be-
ing issued in book form,

periodicity. The quantity of morphia may be

increased when there is much pain.

Dr. C. Murchison.

R. Antimonii et pot. tart., gr. jss.

Pulveris moschi, gss.

Camphorae, gr. xv.

Tincturi opii, f.^ss.

Aquae destillatae, f.^ i Ij . M.
Sig. Two tablespoonfuls to be given every two

hours; after the third dose, the patient will gen-

erally fall into a quiet sleep. This combination

was prescribed by Dr. Graves in a case of com-

plete sleeplessness in typhus fever, with the best

results. Drs. Aitken and Murchison bear tes-

timony as to its usefulness.

Dr. T. H. Tanner.

R. Pulveris opii,

" ipecacuanhae, aa gr. j.

Potassae nitratis, gr. viij.

Make a powder, to be taken every night at bed-

time. Dr. Tanner considers this an improve-

ment on the ordinary Dover's powder.

Prof. Gross seldom uses for an adult less than

fifteen grains of Dover's powder, and frequently

as many as twenty, repeated every eight, ten, or

twelve hours. The action of these remedies

should be aided by tepid drinks, and if there be

much dryness of the surface, by sponging with

tepid water. Quantities of Condy's fluid or of

muriatic acid (f.^j. ad Oj.) may be mixed with

the tepid water. (Murchison).

Dr. Gunning S. Bedeord.

R. Pulv. ipecacuanhae comp., gr. xxiv.
" ipecacuanhae, gr. vj.

Divide in chartulos xij.

Administered, one every two or three hours,

with the combined view of diaphoretic action

and calming nervous irritability in inflammatory

puerperal fever, etc.

With this, a free use of the nitrate of potash,

either in gruel or water, will be found of advan-

tage—say gr. xij. of the tumbler of the fluid,

three or four times a day.

Dr. Murchison recommends nitre wliey, pre-

pared by boiling gij. of nitre in a pint of milk,

and straining.

Dr. J. M. Da Costa.

R. Potassae acetatis, gr. xv.
Spts. aetheris nitrosi, f.gss.

Tini ipecacuanhae, gtt. iij.

Syr. tolu, f.5ss. M.
For one dose, four times a day. Useful in sub-

acute pleurisy.

R. Potassii iodidi, gr. viij.

Ext. pruni virginiani n\, f.gj.

Spts. juniperis compositi, f.^iij. M.
For one dose, ter die. To produce absorption

of pleuritic effusion.
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Br. Charles West.

R. Potassii iodidi, gr. xij.

Potassae nitratis, gr. xxx.

Spts. setheris nitrosi, f.gj.

Liq. taraxaci, f-£>iy«

Tincturas scillae, ITj^xxx.

" digitalis, TT^xxiv.

Syr. aurantii, ad f.Jiv. M.

Sig. Tablespoonful every four hours, for a

child six years old. Employed in the treatment

of pleuritic effusion, and continued steadily for

several days. Its action may be seconded "by a

small dose of mercury given once or twice a day,

as one grain of calomel, or three of gray powder.

The mercury may be discontinued at the end of

a week, but the iodide of potassa may be perse-

vered with for two or three weeks.

Poisonous Odors.

IS Union Medicate is very positive on the subject

of the deleterious action exercised by the per-

fume of flowers, especially such as the lilac, jes-

samine, hyacinth, tuberose, on persons who have

the imprudence to leave them at night in the bed-

chamber. The more or less fictitious cases of

suicide and assassination, which have been related

under this head, should not induce us to doubt

the reality of the asphyxiating power possessed

by strongly smelling flowers. Certain odori-

ferous fruits share the same deleterious property.

We read in the Union Bourguignon, of Dyon,

that a grocer who had slept in a small room, in

which the contents of three chests of oranges

had been piled up, was found asphyxiated in the

morning, and was only resuscitated by the most

energetic treatment.

Our readers will also recollect a case not long

since reported, of death resulting from the odor

of quinces, which occurred froom sleeping in a

room where a large quantity of them were kept.

Hard Hits.

The Legislature of Illinois has been consider-

ing the propriety of passing a law forbidding

persons who have no diploma from practising

medicine. A writer, probably one whom tha

law would disagreeably touch, suggests to the

Chicago Times a substitute, which he evidently

thinks hits the regular profession very hard in-

deed. One of its sections runs thus

:

" Sec. 5. Advertising.—If any doctor, who
knows he is master of a disease, or has com-
pounded a first class remedy, and shall let the
people know it by advertising in the newspapers,
and by circular, and hand-bill, as vulgar mer-
chants do, and ignorant manufacturers do, and
filthy railroads do, and mean low insurance
companies do, and as the shallow-pated people of

this vulgar age generally do, and shall neglect to
advertise himself by making speeches to the
prisoners in the bridewell, and neglect to deliver

lectures to drunkards in the Washingtonian
Home, and fails to get in as editor of a medical
paper, or professor in a medical school, and shall

fail to make long prayers in church, to be seen of
men, or to sit in the best pew to be seen of
women, and shall fail to invent other advertising
dodges, while pretending not to advertise,—any
doctor doing a straightforward advertising busi-

ness, and paying the printers, shall be spotted as

an ignorant upstart, and shall' be driven out of
the community, so that we can get his practice,

and pay for our horse and carriage."

To Ascertain the Power of a Microscope.

The Scientific American gives the following

method for this purpose

:

Place a small object of known length, say

from l-20th to l-50th of an inch, on the stage of

the microscope, and looking at this through the

instrument with one eye, with the other look at

a foot rule held at the level of the stage. With
a little practice both may be seen at once, when
by dividing the space apparently occupied by
the object on the scale by the known length of

the object, the magnifying power will be ob-

tained.

If the power is very high, the best object to

use is a glass micrometer, which may be pur-

chased for a dollar or two, of any optician, with

lines ruled on it to hundredths or thousandths of

an inch.

Tinct. Erigeron Canadense in Hemorrhage.

Dr. J. E. Garretson, of this city, says:

" In any ordinary hemorrhage, where something

besides a local means seems necessary for its ar-

restation, 'tinct, erigeron Can.,' given in single

drop doses each minute, will be found very reli-

able. To give it in larger quantities than this,

or more frequently, seems to defeat the end. In

epistaxis, or the internal hemorrhages, if not too

severe, it is very useful, and seldom fails. The

erigeron grown in Rhode Island, near the sea-

coast, seems to possess the most virtues."

English Statistics.

The Registrar-General's quarterly report of the

United Kingdom, gives births, deaths, and resi-

dent population as follows

:

During the three months ending December

31st, 1868, there were 252,700 births, and

158,399* deaths. The increase was 94,307, the

native emigrant 23.872. The marriages were

106,470, ending September 30 from July 1. The

resident population of the Kingdom in the

middle of 1868 was 30,369,845. Altogether
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1,047,859 births, and 636,881 deaths were regis-

tered during the twelve months, thus making the

natural increase 410,978 or 1177 daily. The re-

corded number of emigrants of home origin were

142,731, or 391 daily. The birth-rate per 1000 of

England proper was 36.31, and death-rate 22.20,

the rates are but very little above those of 1867.

Correction.

We have received the following correction of a state-

ment recently made in this journal, on the authority of

the Philadelphia Press:

1104 Arch st., March 3d, 1869.

Bear Doctor —The statement in your last is^u«, that T
havp accepted an appointment as Consulting Surgeon to
the " Woman's Hospital" is not correct.

Tru'v your?,
K. J. Levis, M. D.

Correspondence,

DOMESTIC.

national Therapeutics.

Editors Medical and Surgical Reporter:

I wish to refer to the treatment which I insti-

tuted in a case of puerperal convulsions, report-

ed in No. 610 of your valuable journal.

There was undoubted evidence of the presence

of urea in the blood, giving rise to the violent

paroxysms, which were sapping the foundations

of existence. The symptoms were identical with

those presented by Frerichs as originating from

uraemic poisoning; and the ammoniacal odor of
the expi7'ations, appeared confirmatory of the

views he entertained in regard to the conversion

of urea into the carbonate of ammonia.

The manifest indications in this case were the

removal of the cause, and the arrest of the con-

vulsions. For this purpose, colchicum, morphia,

and the bromide of potassium were administered

in large doses. These were the agencies which

constituted the "tampering with human life,"

which Dr. Vance presents in his recent reflections

and strictures.

As the patient was spare, and rather anaemic,

there was no indication for the " broad-shouldered

lancet." Would the poison have disappeared

from the' veins with greater rapidity than the

life-current? But out of deference to the advo-

cates of venesection, the lancet was resorted to

in this case* and over a pint of blood was ab-

stracted from the system. The vein was opened
a few hours after the accession of the

,
convul-

sions, yet the loss of blood failed to ameliorate
the symptoms in the slightest degree.

* As the article was written somewhat hastily, the fact
that venesection had been resorted to was not mentioned.

Confident of the beneficial effects of blood-letting

in some cases, and of the efficacy of narcotics and

anaesthetics in others, according to the indications

presented, the " parallel case" he cites in his arti-

cle, in its omission of venesection, does not by any

means prove that its adoption would have saved

the life of the patient—the sage suggestion of

Mrs. Smith to the contrary notwithstanding.

In another case which came under my obser-

vation, the paroxysms commenced immediately

after the advent of labor, and in which venesec-

tion was obviously indicated, yet its adoption

failed to produce any salutary impression, except

the dilatation of the os uteri, and the early de-

livery of the child.

The patient was unconscious almost from the

onset of the first convulsion, and the sopor very

soon merged into coma—the patient breathing

as one laboring under apoplexy.

The object of my article on puerperal convul-

sions was designed to elicit the sentiment of the

profession in regard to the nature and treatment

of this fearful and ruthless malady.

If we succeed in reducing its gr^at fatality by

a better appreciation of its pathology and thera-

peutics, posterity will rise to crown our efforts

with its grateful benedictions.

L. S. Blackwell, M. D.

Pennington, N. J.

News and Miscellany.

The New Chemical Laboratory of the Univer-
sity of Leipsic.

This magnificent building is not only the

largest chemical laboratory in Germany, but also

in regard to its internal arrangement and conve-

niences for chemical analysis the most perfect.

The corner stone was laid in August, 1867, and

in November, 1868, it was opened for the recep-

tion of students. The building occupies some

7280 square yards, and in order to secure light

and ventilation, has somewhat the form of a

large E. It contains, in addition to the resi-

dences of the regular corps of professors and

assistants, 58 rooms, 34 of which are heated by

means of a large steam-boiler in the basement.

As a portion of steam is required for chemical

operations, a smaller boiler is also provided for

summer use. Over 800 gas jets will be used for

chemical and illuminating purposes. The regu-

lar working rooms are six in number. These are

abundantly provided with apparatus, and are

capable of accommodating over 100 practical

students. Besides these, there are a number of
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rooms arranged for special purposes, such as

spectral analysis and photometric experiments,

organic analysis, experiments in physics; also a

special chamber for dangerous operations, and

another in the basement for furnace operations.

In addition to this, there is, in each story, a

weighing room, and an apartmerat for each of

the assistants. The auditorium will seat nearly

200 students. The arrangements for experimen-

tal instruction are such that each can have an

unobstructed view of the operations of the pro-

fessor. A special contrivance carries off the

noxious gases and vapors, resulting from certain

experiments. Directly adjoining the auditorium

is the audience room of the resident professor, a

chamber in which the assistants prepare the

materials needed for the day's lesson
;
adjoining

this is a large room containing the apparatus

and numerous preparations needed in experimen-

tal research. Everything which human inge-

nuity could suggest for the simplifying of the

laborious and time-consuming work of the chem-

ist, is here definitely arranged in its proper

place; and it seems almost impossible to realize,

when we look upon the harmonious whole, that

such a gigantic enterprise could have been

brought to a successful result in the short space

of fourteen months. The present resident Pro-

fessor is Dr. Hermann Kolbe, to whose untiring

exertions and wise supervision the origin and

oompletion of this magnificent structure is mainly

due. M.

Xfey's Battery.

This cheap and convenient battery is con-

structed as follows : It consists, in the first place,

of a glass vessel, filled with a solution of sal-

ammoniac ; then of a'n amalgamated zinc plate,

which dips into the vessel. Further, of a porous

cylinder of clay, standing in the same vessel,

and filled with carbonate of copper, in which a

plate of copper is suspended. For field and

telegraph purposes, it is well to fill the glass

vessel with fine sand, saturated with sal-ammo-

niac solution, instead of the pure solution itself.

It is only necessary to add the crystal sal-ammo-

niac from time to time, in order to keep this

battery in constant activity. The carbonate of

copper is itself insoluble in the sal-ammoniac

solution ; but under the influence of the galvanic

current, the sal-ammoniac is separated into

hydro-chloric acid and ammonia, the first of

which attaches itself to the zinc, and the latter

to the salt of copper, and dissolves it. During
the reduction, a secondary current is produced,
which is equivalent in strength to that of a
Daniell's battery.

The Gynecological Society of Boston.

A society has been formed at Boston with the

above title. The officers are Drs. Winslow
Lewis, President; Horatio R. Storer, Secre-

tary ; George H. Bixby, Treasurer.

The purpose of the Society is stated to be the

advancement of Gynaecic Science and Art, and

their due recognition, both in Boston and

throughout the country.

Active members shall reside in Boston or its

immediate vicinity. Their number shall never

exceed twenty-four; until six months after the

foundation of the Society, they shall be limited

to twelve. We wish it every success.

Cancer Doctors.

There has lately been application made to the

Court of Queen's Bench, London, for a criminal

information against John Pattekson, who is re-

gistered as M. D. of the University of New York,

for addressing to a Mr. Frewen letters claiming

a further sum of 100 guineas for attendance4 in a

case of cancer when he had already received 150

guineas for attendance. His claim was enforced

by threats to publish offensive and painful de-

tails of the case, and to send further letters to

Mr. Frewen's club, written upon card-board.

An ample public apology being tendered, Mr.

Frewen asked to be allowed to withdraw, the

details being painful to his feelings. The judges

very reluctantly allowed this, as the offence was

of a criminal nature.

Save the Little Ones.

There has been formed in Paris a Society for

the protection of infants, the object of which is

to encourage mothers to nurse their own infants.

At the meeting of this Society in Paris, recently,

the President read a paper on "Nurses and

Nursing," proving from history that the general

neglect of mothers in this important item of their

offspring had invariably marked an epoch of

general decadence in public morality.

The Society awards prizes for the most careful

country nurses, and for the healthiest infant.

Thus, a medal and sixty dollars were awarded to

two nurses who had respectively reared twenty-

seven and eighteen infants. The Society has

also caused an important change in the law of

the registration of births. Heretofore the father

was compelled to present the child within two

days after its birth before the Mayor of the dis-

trict. Now the father is allowed to give notice

of the birth of the child, after which notice a
doctor pays a domiciliary visit, and registers the

necessary details, without exposing the life of

the new-born child.
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A Family Problem.

The Geauga {Ohio) Democrat says: "A cor-

respondent informs us that there are residing in

one house in Geauga county, the following

relationship, viz., Two wives, three mothers,
two mothers-in-law, two grandmothers, one
great-grandmother, one grandmotherrin-law, two
daughters, two daughters-in-law, two sisters,

four sisters-in-law, two aunts, one great aunt,

one aunt-in-law, one niece, one niece-in-law, two
husbands, two fathers, one father in-law, one
grandfather, three sons, two grandsons, one great

grandson, two brothers, two nephews, one grand
nephew, and only eight persons in all."

Prof. Paul Gervais, who has just been
appointed Professor of Comparative Anatomy at

the Garden of Plants, has resigned his chair in

the Sorbonne. This is a satisfaction given to

public opinion.

Mrs. Harriet H. Hosmer, of Hartford,

Conn., recently deceased, left large bequests to a
number of benevolent objects. Among them is

an item of $45,000 to Hartford Hospital, and an
additional $25,000 on condition that homoeopaths
are recognized.

The snakes are making quite a raid on
the people in India. It appears from the Oudi
administration report that during the past year
1127 persons died from the" effects of snake bites

in that province!; and from the central province,
reports that 1874 deaths occurred from the same
cause during the three preceding years.

A Chicago physician is accused by his
wife of murdering new-born infants for a liveli-

hood. She says he showed her one in a drawer
with the marks of the choking around its neck.
He denies the charge.

[Notices inserted in this column gratis, and are solicited
from all parts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolu-
tions ofSocieties at ten cents per line, ten words to the line.]

MARRIED.

Branscomb—Livingston—In New York, March 1, at
ttie residence of the bride's parents, by the Rev. Dr. Geer,
Dr. Wm, G. Branscomb, of Tisbury, Mass, and Lucy
.Livingston, adopted daughter of Daniel Darrow, Esq.
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> Sa t'«p-I Anderson Mc-Wilhams. of Chicago, 111., and Amelia Mary Hobkirk, ofthe former place. No cards.

Scott Cosqray.—On the 15th uH,., in Mononeihela
S-
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D.D.. Dr. J W Scott and

Miss A. Tilhe Cosgray, both of Waynesburg, Greene co.,

Steinmetz—Steinmetz.—Feb. 4th, at the residence o*
Surgeon J. Simp on, U. S. Army, Baltimore, Md., by the
Rev. H. Sheib, Assistant Surgeon Wm. R. Ste ; nmetz. U.
S. A., stationed at Fort Mcllenrv. Md., and Miss Corne-
lia Steinmetz, from Wiesbaden, Germany.

DIED.

Allen.—In Cincinnati, March 1st, Dr. N. Allen, aged
84 years. *

Bigelow.—In Morrisania, N. Y., March 4. 1869, of con-
sumntion, Eunie Foote, wife of Dr. Alfred J. Bigelow, in
the 31st year of her age.

Hays.—At his residence in Covinerton Ky., Feb. 8th.
1869, of dispa«e of the heart, Dr. William Hays, aged 34
years and 18 days.

Pursell.—At Danville, Pa., March 4th, after a linger-
ing and painful illness, Ann Adelia, wife of Dr, Isaac
Pursell.

QniNN.—In Paris, on the 17th of February, Emily, wife
of John I'aul Quinn, Surgeon U. S. N., and daughter of
the late Peter Penn Gaskell, Esq., of this city.

WORDS OF CHEER.

The Druggist''8 Circular, in a notice of the Physician's

Daily Pocket Record, says:

"We have hitherto seen nothing of this kind which
has half its merit. Having once been used, it would
seem to be an indispensable pocket companion. It has
the additional advantage that it closes with a new style
of clasp, that is a great improvement on the tongue and
tuck."

Let it be remembered that the Record is good for

a year from the date ofpurchase.

Dr. I. P., of Pa., says !

" Permit me here to say I would not be without the Re-
porter, and the Compendium is incomparable."
4®=- Compendium for 1868 and 1869, $5.00.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Dr. T. H. C, of N. H.—Yovlt letter was duly received,
and the change made as requested.

Dr. S. B. P.—There is no monograph on Aconite in the
market that we know of. You could on'y get the back
numbers of the London Lancet and N. Y. Jour, of Medi-
cine by watching the auction sales, unless the publishers
can supply you.

Dr. T. B. P., ofPa.—" I have a case of chore* which has
resisted treatment. Please advise what would be best in
the case. A young girl, about 15 years of age, never men-
struated, about two months ago was attacked with cho-
rea. I have used cathartics, valerianated iron and zinc,

ext. gentian and zinc, precip. carb. iron, quinine and as-
safoet., fi. ext. cimicifuga, Bland's pills of the Dispensary,
comp. tinct. a'oes, ammon. tinct. valerian and ass a feet-.,

and others of the usual remedies. She is no better. Men-
struation has not come on."

You have indeed gone through the list pretty thoroughly
Now take some of the freshly powdered root of recently

gathered cimicifuga, and give her scruple doses three
times a day: if this does not succeed, try Fowler's solu-
tion thoroughly. Do not put implicit faith in "fluid ex-
tracts."

METEOROLOGY.

February, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28.

Wind

Weather-—
-j^

E.
Cl'dy.

S.E.
Cl'dy.
Rain.

N.W.
Clear

S. W.
Clear-

~i7
Cl'dy.
Snow-

N.W.
Clear-

N. W.
Clear-

Depth Rain- 4-10 6 10

Thermometer.
Minimum
At 8, A. M
At 12, M
At 3, P. M

24°

43
48
50
41.25

20°

40
47
48
38.75

15°

31
36
37
29.75

13°

27
39
39
29.50

21°
36
37
34
32.

12°

20
32
32
24.

13°

22
24
23
20.50

Barometer.
At 12, M 29.7 29.1 30. 30.2 29.7 29.7 30.1

Germantown, Pa. B. J. Leedom.
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HEGEMAN'S GENUINE COD-LIVER OIL.
Oar Cod-Liver Oil is warranted pure Newfoundland Oil. It has stood the test of twenty years' experience, and

Ciin be relied on in every particular. Its superiority oyer that prepared on our own seashore is shown by the numer-
ous cures performed by it when the inferior oils had been tried without effect. We make no claim to any secret
mode of concentration or cold pressing, but warrant it pure 01. Morrhua of the U. S. P.

The most perfect Iron Tonic.

Hegeman's Ferrated Elixir of Bark, or Elixir of Calisaya Bark with Pyrophosphate
of Iron.

The FERRATED ELIXIR OF BARK is a pleasant cordial, .possessing the valuable properties of Calisaya
Baek, deprived of its tannin and coloring matter, and contains eight grains of the Pyrophosphate op Iron in each
fluid ounce; and in all cases where a mild and efficacious Iron Tonic is desired, will be found a most valuable pre-
paration. As a preventive to fever and ague, and as & tonic for patients recovering from fever or other sickness, it

cannot be surpassed.
Directions.—For an adult, a dessertspoonful to a tablespoonful may be taken three times a day, before meals.

Children in proportion to their age.

Hegeman's Cordial Elixir of Calisaya Bark, (Pernvian Bark.)
The CALISAYA (or " King's Bark,") is the most valuableof the numerous varieties oflBe Peruvian Bark, and in

the Elixir is combined with other ingredients that increase its efficacy, and at the same tiSI overcome the intensity
of its bitterness, rendering it a most agreeable cordial.

For persons living in Fever and Ague Districts, it will be found invaluable as a preventive—half a wine glass
taken night and morning, rendering the system much less subject to the unhealthy influence of the atmosphere.
3®* Tne above preparations are sold by Druggists throughout the United States.

. Samplsa of the above preparations will befurnished on application,

§75—600-eow.
HEGEMAN & CO., Chemists and Druggists, New York.

HAZARD & CASWELL'S
SODO-FERRATEO OQD-UVER OIL,

This combination holds sixteen grains Iodide of Iron to the ounce of our pure Cod-Liver Oil (" Oleum Morrhure") in perfect
solution, making a pleasant and beautiful, clear, light-brown combination, free from the unpleasant inkiness of the Iodide oi

Iron. It possesses not only the nourishing properties of the Cod-Liver Oil, but intensified by the powerful tonic and alterative

effects of the Iodide of iron, thereby assisting the assimilation of the oil by the stomach, and increasing its nutrition, making
this invaluable remedy (Cod-Liver Oil) far more efficacious in scrofulous and other diseases indicating its use.

This combination is one long desired by the Profession, and one, when Iron is indicated (as in most cases) the practitioner
will find invaluable. One of the advantages of the Iodo-Ferrated over all other combinations of Cod-Liver Oil is that a much
less quantity is sufficient for a dose, as it contains four or five times the amount of Iodine found in the natural oil. Physicians
can rely upon this preparation as containing sixteen grains of the Iodide of Iron in each ounce of Cod Liver OiL

Manufactured solely by CASWELL, HAZARD & CO.

Ood-Liver Oil, with Iodine, Phosphorus, and Bromine.
This preparation represents Phosphorus, Bromine, Iodine, and Cod-Liver Oil in a state of permanent combination.
Bound indissolubly with Caswell, Hazard & Co's pure, straw-colored Cod-Liver Oil, the Phosphorus and Iodine are carried

directly with the Oil into the blood, and there decomposed.

The following are the proportions and constituents of one pint of our Cod-Liver Oil, with Iodine, Phosphorus, and Bromine ;

Iodine, eight grains; Bromine, one grain; Phosphorus, one grain; Cod-Liver Oil, one pint

Manufactured by CASWELL, HAZARD & CO.

JUNIPER TAB, SOAP.
This article 5s highly recommended by the celebrated Erasmus Wilson, and has been found very serviceable in chronic eczema

and diseases of the skin generally.

It is manufactured by ourselves, from the purest materials, and is extensively and successfully prescribed by the most emi^
nent physicians of New York. Samples of our Preparations furnished free to the Profession on application.

CASWELL, HAZARD & CO., Successors to Caswell, Mack & Co.,

Family and Manufacturing Chemists,

Newport, R. I,, and Cor. Twenty-fourth Street and Broadway, New York City«



AT PBIVATE SALE,
At Heekness' Bazaar, 9th and Sansom Sts.,

Philadelphia,

A PHYSICIAN'S PHiETON, made by Lepfler—origi-

nally cost $450—been used very little. Will be sold at a

sacrifice. 628-3t*

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT OF THE

UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT,
AND

State Agricultural College,

BURLINGTON, VERMONT.

MEDICAL FACULTY.
JAMES P». ANGELL, A. M., LL.D., President.

SAMUEL W. THAYER, A.M., M. D., Professor of

General and Special Anatomy.

WALTER CARPENTER, M.D.. Professor of Theory
and Practice of Medicine, and Materia Medica.

JOSEPH PERKINS, M.D., Emeritus Professor of Ob-

stetrics and Diseases of Women and Children.

HENRY M. SEELY, Ph. D., Professor of Chemistry

and Toxicology.

JNO. ORDRONAUX, A. M., M. D., Professor of Physi-

ology and Pathology.

ALPHEUS B. CROSBY, A.M., M.D., Professor of

Principles and Practice of Surgery.

EDWARD S. DUNSTER, A.M., M.D., Professor of

Obstetrics and Diseases ofj^omen and Children.

CHARLES P. THAYE^pi.D., Microscopy and Cura-

tor of College Museum.

GEORGE H. TENNY, Demonstrator of Anatomy.

, Prosector to Professor of Surgery.

S. AY. THAYER, Burlington, Vt., Dean of the Medical

Faculty.

The next Annual Course of Lectures in this institution

will commence on the first Thursday of March, 1869, and

continue sixteen weeks. At the commencement of the

term, every student is required to call on the Dean, and

enter his name and place of residence, and the name and

place of residence of his Preceptor, in the Register, and

pay all fees for the course.

FEES.—The Fees of this College have been raised, in

common with the other Medical Colleges in this country.

Matriculation (paid but one*) $5.00

Dean's Certificate (General Ticket) 70.00

Graduation Fee 25.C0

Students who have attended two full Courses of Lec-

tures in other accredited Medical Colleges, receive all the

Tickets to the Lectures of this College, exclusive of the

Matriculation Ticket, for $20.00.

On Saturday of each week a Medical and Surgical Clin-

ique will be held at the College.

The Dissecting Room will be open through the term.

An ample supply of anatomical material will befurnished

at cost.

For further information, address

S. W. THAYER, M. D., Bean,

614—626 Burlington, Vt.

BELL E^tjpE3

HOSPITAL MEDICAL COLLEGE,
City of New York.

The Preliminary Term opens the middle of September,

and the Regular Session four weeks later, terminating

about the first of March. The Summer Session opens the

second Wednesday in March and continues twelve weeks.

For Circular, giving full information concerning terms,

requirements for graduation, etc., apply to

A. FLINT, JR., M. D., Secretary.

604-655. New York City.

SNOWDEN & BROTHER,
Late Wiegand <fc Snowden.

Established 1821.

MANUFACTURERS AND IMPORTERS OF

SURGICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS,
MEDICAL SADDLE-BAGS,

Trusses, Druggists' Sundries, &c, <Sbc.

No. 23 South Eighth Street,

583-634 PHILADELPHIA.

SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS, APPARATUS, Etc.

J. H. GEMRIG,

109 South Eighth Street, Philadelphia,

MANUFACTURER OF SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS,
Apparatus for Deformities, Splints, Bandages, etc., etc.,

in every variety.

Atomizers, Wales' Endoscope, Trusses, Ophthalmoscopes,
Laryngoscopes, of all kinds.

All goods warranted of the finest quality.

Refebs to—
THE PROFESSORS IN THE MEDICAL COLLEGES

OF PHILADELPHIA, and to the profession gen-

erally.

592-643.

BURIN DU BUISSON'S
(Laureate of the Imperial Academy of Medicine in Pari*,)

LACTATE OF SODA AND MAGNESIA DIGESTIVE
LOZENGES.

do. do. do. WITH PEPSINE.
BURIN DU BUISSON'S FERRO-MANGANIC PRE-

PARATIONS, which obtained the approbation of the

Imperial Academy of Medicine in Paris :

BURIN DU BUISSON'S FERRO-MANGANIC POW-
DER, producing instantaneously ferruginous effervescing

water.

BURIN DU BUISSON'S PILLS OF IODIDE OF
IRON AND MANGANESE—Inalterable, aecoHir-g to
Blancard's process, covered with a varnish of Toln.
Each pill contains five centigrammes of double Iodide
of Iron and Manganese.
BURIN DU BUISSON'S SUGAR-COATED PILLS

OF LACTATE OF IRON AND MANGANESE, a sub-
stitute for the pills of Lactate of Iron alone.

BURIN DU BUISSON'S PILLS OF CARBONATE
OF IRON AND MANGANESE, a substitute for the pills

according to Vallet's process.

The above are employed by Professors Hannon, Gen-
soul—Petrequin, against affections which resist the ordi-
nary preparations of iron.
Agents in Philadelphia,

Messrs. FRENCH, BICHABDS & CO.,
N. W. corner 10th and Market Sts.

5}2-m. 643

SAMUEL S. WHITE,
MANUFACTURER AND DEALER IN

DENTISTS' MATERIALS,
FURNITURE, INSTRUMENTS, etc.,

PHYSICIANS' EXTRACTING CASES.
APPASATUS FOB PKODUCIJNG

LOCAL ANESTHESIA BY NARCOTIC SPRY,
SYRINGES FOR HYPODERMIC INJECTION,

PHYSICIANS' MICROSCOPES.
Depots—12th and Chestnut sts., Philadelphia; 767 and

769 Broadway, New York: 16 Tremont Row, Boston ; and
100 and 102 Randolph Street, Chicago. 631-tt
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A PAINLESS AND EXTRAORDINARY
CASE OP ABORTION.

By G. H. Lenoir, M. D.,

Of Cahaba, Alabama.
\

Last fall I was summoned to see E. S., set. 26,

a freed-woman in her seventh month of preg-

nancy, suffering from an attack of acute pneu-

monia, left lung.

The case presented the usual symptoms of the

disease. Said she had done a very hard day's

washing four days previous; carried a tub of

clothes on her hea.d about one mile, after her

day's labor was over ; and has been feeling " under

the weather ever since is ignorant of having

received any hurt previous to that time or since;

bowels constipated ; no action for two or three days.

Gave calomel et Dover's, with orders to follow it

next morning, if necessarv, with a dose of oil.
v

Second day.—Oil had been given before my
arrival: pneumonic symptoms all aggravated.

Ordered veratrum viride (Norwood's) in 6 gtt.

do?e in simple syrup every two hours, to be in-

creased one drop each dose until the dose reach

10 gtt., or the pulse be reduced to seventy-five

beats per minute; blister six by eight inches over

left lung.

Afternoon.—Bowels moved twice, medicine

acting very kindly ; feels much better; veratrum

to be continued as before, commencing again at

6 gtts.

Third day—Morning.—Expectorating freely a

rusty colored sputa; has pain in right shoulder

and neck, and severe occipital head ache; applied

blister to back of the neck ; left another dose calo-

mel et Dover's to be taken at night; veratrum as

before.

Fourth day—Morning.—Medicine acted very

kindly; producing two or three very bilious dis-

charges; feels much better; marked improve-

ment; extended the time of taking the veratrum

to three hours, dose 5 gtt.

As I was about retiring, she requested my at-

tention, saying :
" I feel mighty curious, Doctor

;

I wish you would examine me before you go."

I did so, and to my no little surprise found the

os dilated to about the size of a quarter (silver)

dollar. To my question if she had any pain, if

the calomel taken had ever griped her, or if she

thought herself in labor, she replied in the nega-

tive. Gave 60 gtts. tine, opii., and concluded

to remain longer and watch how things would

terminate ; with instructions to remain quietly

upon bed. In about half an hour she desired to

use the chamber, for the purpose, as she 'saict,

to urinate; however, before letting her get up, I

made a second examination, found the os dilated

to about twice its former size. Could feel the

child's head distinctly. Occiput presenting at

superior strait; movements of foetus and placen-

tal souffle distinctly felt and heard. Acquainted

her husband of the facts and probable results of

the case, begging her to remain quiet in bed; this

entreaty was of no avail, she would get up, I and

her husband remaining by her side. In a few

minutes, while she was yet over the chamber, I

heard a heavy splash, as if something falling in

the chamber; asked what made the noise? Her
answer was " I think it's all over, let me getup.'

1

Fearing the worst, we hastily put her to bed. I

carried the chamber to the fire-place (for better

light) to examine its contents, which I turned

about for some seconds, hunting a place of

ingress; finding none, and feeling something

in the mass move, the truth flashed upon my
mind; hastily tearing open the membrane, I

delivered from this unnatural place and condi-

tion a living seven months male child. It must

have remained enveloped in the membranes in

the chamber of urine, full three minutes from its

dropping from the mother, (for I can call the

birth, or escape from the uterus by no cither

name.) I would state that the membrane had

not been ruptured, nor any hemorrhage, before

the falling out of the child en masse. She never

had syphilis. No particular mental emotion,

blow or fall; and as I before remarked, the calo-

mel produced no unpleasant effect, everything to

the contrary.

2ZI
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The child weighed five pounds; lived twenty-

nine days. My attention was directed to the

mother as soon as possible under the circum-

stances; found her in good spirits, and but slight

hemorrhage after this unheard of (to me) accident.

She had a speedy and happy recovery. The

veratrum was stopped from the date of the acci-

dent; expectorants substituted. Subsequently,

upon close questioning, she made the following

confession, which I subjoin in her own language.

"Ten years ago I was married to my husband :

by him I had three children, the oldest a girl,

the other two boys; youngest now eight years

old; soon after the birth of my last boy now

living, the war broke out. My husband followed

his young masters to the army, but was allowed

to return occasionally. I now determined to

quit having children ; but soon after his first

visit home I found myself in thefamily way. As

I said before, I was determined to have no more

children. I 6truck upon the following plan to

get rid of the burden. I took the iron rib out of

an old parasol, took the blunt end with the little

round hole in it and greased it; introduced my
finger up until I could feel the mouth of the

womb, then guided it up on the finger until I

could feel it enter and touch something, then

pushed it up until I could feel something give

way; twisted it around several times, then with-

drew it. There was a drop of blood in the little

hole, and I knew the work was done. This time

I was about six weeks gone. Labor pains came

on, and I miscarried in a few hours. Every time

my husband came home I was caught, but I

always used my little rod which I kept for the

purpose, for I knew it was a sure remedy. But

the last time it like to have killed me; I was

nearly three months gone this time; they had

several doctors with me, but I never would tell

them how it happened. This last frolic cured

me of my tricks. I have got my little rod yet,

but never expect to use it any more. I have

never been pregnant since my last frolic, except

this time, and you know what has happened."

Such is the confession of this woman, and I

have no doubt that thousands of the black

females of the South could tell similar stories if

they would only confess the truth. And in my
opinion this confession is the true answer to the

question asked some time ago, "why the blacks

of the South did not multiply since, like they

did before the war?"

She declares to this day that she did not

have the first labor pain before, and but two or

three feeble ones after the miscarriage. Nor had

she ''the least idea that everything was going to

drop out of her as it did, just at the effort of

making water."

Query.—"Was this case the result of the pneu-

monia, the result of habit, or was it the result

of the veratrum ? 2d. Has veratrum any eraena-

gogue, or laxative properties? I would state

that in this case the muscular laxity seemed to

be wholly in those.muscles presiding over utero

gestation.

DYSMENORRHEA: ITS PATHOLOGY.

Objections to Dr. Graily Hewitt's Teachings.

By Stiles Kennedy, M. D ,

Of MarydeM. Md.

It is a recognized law of physiology that the

condition of the uterus in menstruation is one of

congestion of the venous plexuses around the

organ, the tissues of which it is composed, and

its lining membrane, evidenced by thickening

and growth. Whether the menstrual flow is a

secretion proper, a hemorrhage, or what not, it

is an established fact that it comes from the afore-

said lining mucous membrane. If there is pain

or difficulty in the performance of this function,

it constitutes a disease known as dysmenorrhcca.

From this standpoint, Dr. Hewitt* is led to the

conclusion—which he thinks must be accepted

—

"that the pain suffered by patients in ordinary

cases of dysmenorrhea, i. e., where there is delay

in the appearance of the discharge, (italics mine,)

is due to retention of the menstrual fluid within

the uterus, and to the distension thereon conse-

quent." Page 449.

It is with considerable diffidence that I bring

myself in opposition to the views set forth by

such high authority as Dr. Hewitt, especially

so when it is remembered that the subject under

discussion pertains directly to his own special

province in the domain of medicine. Nor would

I attempt to do so now. but that my experience

as a practitioner of medicine, and the processes

of reasoning by which I reach conclusions in pa-

thology are entirely different from those of the

learned gentleman.

Let us remember that the condition of the ute-

rus at the menstrual periods is one of normal

exaltation of the vital function. This exaltation,

if it should occur in any other organ, or at any

other time in this organ, would be abnormal.

Congestion and excitation are only normal here

and now, and only to a limited extent. If the

local excitement runs too high, so that the health-

* Hewitt on Diseases of Woman. 186S.
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ful functions of the organ are not performed, it

is disease.

This exaltation of the vital functions of any

organ may be so slight as not to be observed, a

gentle stimulation that can only increase the

healthful performance of the function, or the

excitability, measurably irritation, may even

largely increase the secretory flow, when ap-

plied to an organ, and this is generally among
the earliest manifestations we have of exalted

functional life. A well known instance is in the

ordinary coryza. The first indication one fre-

quently has of his "cold," is the frequency with

which he uses the handkerchief.

But this exaltation frequently reaches a point

still higher, and the secretory function of any

organ thus affected may be entirely suspended.

Cases are numerous to the point in question.

The schoolboys at noon play ball, one of them
gets very much heated, and when school is called,

takes his seat in a current of air; before the ses-

sion is out, he has a sharp pain in the side, he

returns home, and at night you are sent for.

You apply your ear to the side, and the smooth,

leathery creaking is heard, the serous membrane
has suspended its function, no serous fluid lubri-

cates its surfaces, and as respiration forces them

over each other, the sound is produced, and the

intense pain is increased. A farm hand finishes

his day's work in great haste, mounts the wagon
to ride to the house. The wind is cold and raw,

and he is soon chilled through. He is restless at

night, and the "misery" has increased to great

pain. You visit him, and on auscultation you

think he is breathing through copper quills. The

walls of the bronchii are dry and tense; excita-

tion has passed beypnd the secretory point, the

function of the mucous membrane lining the

breathing tubes is suspended.

Referring again to the familiar example of

coryza, the exaltation very frequently passes

the point of secretion, and the patient will com-

plain of the great discomfort of the dryness of

the mucous membrane affected, the sense of smell

is impaired, and the trouble annoying.

Now I contend that the same pathological laws

that govern exalted vital function in the pleura,

the schneiderian membrane, the bronchial mu-

cous membrane, and other organs, govern the

same kind of abnormal action in the uterus, and

until it is proved beyond peradventure that there

is a special exemption of this organ to the ope-

ration of these laws, I shall hold to that process

of reasoning which is in best accordance with

our senses. My author, however, does not speak

of the likelihood of any such thing. He accounts

for dysmenorrhcea, in the "ordinary cases," by

ten different kinds of mechanical obstructions,

three of which are congenital, nine are organic,

and only one functional—increased flow of blood

with insufficient exit. Page 453.

I remember well the first case of dysmenor-

rhoea I ever treated. It was in a sharp-featured,

active, energetic, Yankee school-mistress, set. 28.

I found her suffering intensely, and this had been

the case during the first part of her monthly sick-

ness for several months, during which time she

had constantly taken medicine to no purpose.

And now she declared that she had no faith at

all in doctors, and not much in medicine. Hip-

baths, hot teas, poultices to her belly, and plas-

ters to her back ware her utter detestations. The

patient's mother, an old lady, was with her, and

to her I explained the philosophy of "obstruc-

tion," so that the patient might hear it, and I

argued my case so manfully, and promised so

much probable relief, that an examination was

allowed per vaginam. I had no sound, but

shaped a small-sized silver catheter for the pur-

pose. The patient was fevered, pulse full and

strong, and pain severe in the uterus itself. Lo-

cally, the parts were hot, turgescent, painful;

the neck hard and swollen. After a little manip-

ulation, the catheter passed through the canal of

the neck into the cavity of the uterus. This

caused considerable pain, but not so much as I

anticipated, for my ideas of the necessity of great

dilatation were happily in this case erroneous.

But I was more surprised that no blood passed

through the catheter, and I manipulated for some

time, much to the discomfiture of the patient and

my own mortification. The instrument was with-

drawn, it was not barely stained. The suf-

ferings of the patient had increased, the ten-

derness over the lower abdomen was greater.

This was 10 o'clock, P. M. She had been in

pain all day. I now changed my diagnosis, and

told the old lady confidentially, that her daugh-

ter had inflammation of the womb, and the kind

old lady thought so herself. I took a pint of

blood from the patient's arm, left several powders

of calomel and pulv. Doveri, and dietetic police

instructions, returned to my office, and went to

sleep over the " authorities.

"

At my next morning visit, the patient was sit-

ting up, reading Jayne's Almanac, under the

head of "Alterative I" Her flow had returned,

and she felt better than she usually did at such

times. A little medicine and a good regimen for

a few weeks prevented any subsequent attacks.

This is not a single case, nor do I believe a

singular case. In two other instances I have
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demonstrated as clearly to my own satisfaction,

"by examination with the sound, that in the early

stage of a certain class of cases there is no dis-

charge to become obstructed. And I have seen

many cases where my senses taught me the same

state of things existed, and my opinions were

subsequently confirmed by their becoming ame-

nable to the same same treatment as above. The

normally congested uterus, its veins, tissue, and

its >lining membrane, gathered excitability suffi-

cient to carry it above the secreting point, just

as was the case with the lining membranes of

the thorax, the nose, and the bronchial tubes,

and, of course, there was no fluid poured out.

And all these cases of exalted vital function cited

in the various organs are amenable to the same re-

medial agents. Lower the vital function promptly

by phlebotomy or any other means, and you re-

store the organ to its normal action. It is so

everywhere; all organs are alike subservient in

disease to the great laws of pathology.

Dr. Hewitt gives a short quotation from Dr.

West,* page 71, which explains, he thinks, the

obstruction theory, but I conclude, if it explains

anything, it is the pathology I attempted to re-

present in this paper. "The congested womb
ached till nature bled it, just as the head aches

when the brain is congested, till the cupping

glasses or the leeches have relieved the over-

loaded cerebral vessels." Now cupping glasses,

or leeches, or the lancet will relieve the congest-

ed uterus as certainly as they will the congested

brain, and nature can relieve the congested cere-

bral vessels just as certainly as it can those of

the womb, and the relief is prompt and effective

in either case, thus increasing the soundness of

the views here entertained. But if relief be not

afforded in the cases of the various functions

enumerated, another train of phenomena is

presented. After the excitement reaches a cer-

tain point, secretion again sets in, but it is al-

tered in its character, or greatly increased in

quantity, or both. The secretion from the nose

is acrid, irritating, frequently excoriating the

skin; the bronchial secretion is abundant and
viscid; the serous fluid contains a larger propor-

tion of fibrin, and it is expected from these cases

that the secretions would be more abundant and
altered. Such is the fact, and the quantity and
quality of all other secretions depend entirely

upon the amount present in the organs. When
it is so severe as to produce an exudation of the

liquor sanguinis, then it is inflammation, and not

before, and the only reason why we have less of

the inflammatory products in the uterus than

elsewhere, is first, because a greater amount of

vital exaltation is normal here than elsewhere.

Therefore it takes a much greater excitement here

to produce the inflammatory results than in other

organs. And, secondly, as already explained,

nature bleeds it in time, as a general rule, to

save it from inflammation.

I am not to be understood as objecting to the

teaching that mechanical obstructions do exist

in many cases, that they are sufficient and pow-

erful causes of the disease, but only to the sweep-

ing pathology that in "ordinary cases," they

alone are the cause.

In another paper I hope to consider the sub-

ject of obstruction and membraneous dysmcnor-

rhoea from the same stand-point.

DISLOCATION OF THE HUMERUS OF
OVER TWO MONTHS' STANDING EASI-

LY REDUCED.

By Wm. L. Appley, M. D.,

Of CochectoD, Sullivan County, New York.

On Diseases of Woman.

Mrs. McK., aged 45, fell and dislocated the

head of the right humerus into the axilla, June

1st, 1868. An inexperienced or irregular physi-

cian examined it several times, and made some

attempt at reduction but failed.

The patient came to me the first of August,

and her husband told me it had been dislocated

two weeks. After the reduction, he said it had

been nine weeks: he feared I would not attempt

to reduce it if I knew it had been dislocated so

long. The patient complained of great numbness

of the arm. caused, I suppose, by pressure on the

axillary plexus, and there was discoloration of

the hand and finger nails, caused by pressure on

the axillary artery. I applied Jarvis' Adjuster.

The patient was put under the influence of chlo-

roform, and assisted by my partner. Dr. Carroll,

we made extension in the axis of dislocation.

When satisfied that the head of the bone had

been brought low enough in the axilla, and

sufficient mobility existed, 1 gave the arm into

the hnnds of Dr. Carroll: and I grasped the

neck of the bone with both hands, and with my
thumbs on the acromion process, endeavored to

raise the head of the bone in the direction of the

glenoid cavity, and the Doctor lowered the elbow

down near the side of the patient, and then

sprung the catch out of the ratchet wheel, and all

extention was taken off in an instant.

The bone entered the glenoid cavity. The

patient has since regained the perfect use of the
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arm. Extension and rest were alternated until I

was satisfied that the head of the bone was

brought down parallel with the plane of the

glenoid cavity. The head of the bone in the

right direction, and the extension so suddenly

taken off the muscles are made available; the

triceps and pectoralis especially, assist in reduc-

tion. Putting the patient under the influence of

chloroform, the reduction of the dislocation was

effected in less than thirty minutes. I have re-

duced another case of dislocation of the humerus,

of four or five weeks standing, and some of

less time by the same method in a few minutes,

and succeeded at the first attempt in every case.

I believe it to be the best method in use in

difficult cases.

Hospital Reports.

Jefferson Medical College, |

Philada., Oct. 21, 1868.
}

Surgical Clinic of Prof. Gross.

Reported by Dr. Napheys.

Encephaloid Tumor of the Occiput.

John S-., set. 20, from Lebanon, Pa. There are

two tumors upon this young man's head and

neck, the larger occupying the posterior portion

of the head or occiput, and the smaller one on the

same side, situated some little distance below.

The upper and larger tumor is firmly attached

to the scalp, so as to render it, in great measure,

immovable. The surface is tuberculated and, at

several points, there is evident ulceration. The

tumor is hard, but not so hard as at first sight

might be supposed. .There is nothing like fluc-

tuation, but the mass can be slightly indented at

some points. Upon applying the hand to the

surface of the swelling it is found to be preter-

naturally hot.

The larger tumor first made its appearance

fourteen months ago, a month after a blow was

received upon the back of the head by a falling

piece of brass. Eight months afterwards it was

removed, and reappeared a month after the opera-

tion. The lower tumor showed itself two months

after the second appearance of the first, and is

situated in a lymphatic ganglion.

The larger tumor is the seat of a sharp pain,

sometimes darting in character. The pain is

most severe at the lower surface of the tumor.

The integument is very much thinned, so as to

seem almost on the point of bursting. The ves.

sels of the skin are enlarged. The general

health is good.

This is a case of encephaloid. No operation

will be performed. There is no remedy for the

disease when it has reached this stage in this

situation with lymphatic involvement.

Syphilitic Tumors.

John M., aet. 21 months. This child has

several tumors on the head, quite hard, very

firm, and evidently connected with the bone and

periosteum. There is also a very large tumor

on the upper part of the neck and chin, and

another on the lower part of the neck, move-

able, involving evidently lymphatic glands. The
tumor of the chin made its appearance five

months ago, and the glandular tumor three

months ago, being therefore a secondary forma-

tion. The tumors on the head and chin are pre-

ternaturally warm.

These growths are the result of a constitutional

syphilitic affection, beyond all question.

The child was ordered one-half a grain of

iodide of potassium, and one-twentieth of a grain

of the bi-chloride of mercury three times a day,

with nutritious food, plenty of milk and warm
clothing.

George W., set. 36. This young man has had

a tumor on the chest near the middle line, a

short distance below the right clavicle, since last

December. It made its appearance suddenly,

without any assignable cause. He works on a

railroad, being engaged principally in shoveling,

and is a man of temperate habits. He cannot

recline at night on either side on account of a

choking sensation, which obliges him therefore

to be propped up in bed. There is no pain in the

swelling itself, but he has had pain for the last

three or four weeks in the left chest.

The tumor is somewhat rounded or spherical

in shape, and has a heaving impulse synchronous

apparently with the movements of the left ventri-

cle of the heart. The swelling moves as though

there were a living creature within it, or as if

it were alive. It is soft, slightly fluctuating, as

if the material within were semi-fluid. On aus-

cultation, the tumor beats violently against the

ear, but there is nothing like a distinct bellows

sound ; the sound is very faint.

The man has no fever; appetite variable; has

lost flesh; father and mother both living.

The history of the case, the present condition

of the tumor, its pulsatile character, and the

faint seroid emitted on auscultation, all point to

something more than an ordinary tumor. It is

a disease of the thoracic aorta, consisting of dila-

tation of the coats of that vessel, with rupture of

the internal and middle tumis. The tumor is
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gradually approaching the surface. All the

symptoms of aneurism of the thoracic aorta are

distinctly marked, excepting the bellows sound

on auscultation. The disease is dependent upon

fatty or atheromatous degeneration of the artery,

beginning in the tissue, by which the middle

coat is connected with the internal. It is owing

to this degeneration that these two coats of the

artery become brittle, and a* length give way

under the impulse of blood from the heart, form-

ing a tumor composed to great extent, of the

outer tume of the vessel, which, not participating

in the morbid action, retains its integrity, com-

paratively speaking. A tumor of this kind is

always pulsatile, especially in its earlier stages.

When this is the case, it is impossible to mistake

the diagnosis. But the tumor may be compara-

tively hard, there may be no pulsation, or one

very faint in consequence of the solidification of

contents. Under such circumstances, unless the

surgeon is on his guard, he may mistake it for

an abscess, and plunge his bistoury into it, as

has happened occasionally in the hands of the

most scientific and experienced men. Always,

when there is a tumor in this situation, be very

careful with reference to diagnosis, and never put

a knife in unless there is positive certainty that

it is an abscess, and not an aneurism. The cata-

ract needle can always be called, in aid of the

diagnosis as an exploring needle, to ascertain

whether the contents be pus or blood. If the

latter, redouble* the efforts to determine its

nature ; if the former, there need be no hesita-

tion in making an opening for the evacuation of

the contents.

The patient was ordered to take five drops of

the tincture of aconite root, and one-half a grain

of acetate of lead three times a day. Eest was
carefully enjoined, principally in the recumbent
posture, and a light non-irritating, non-stimulat-

ing diet. The sugar of lead possesses, in a re-

markable degree, the power of inspissating the

blood. It is given with the view of filling the

cavity with clots of blood, and thus effecting a
radical cure. In the thoracic aorta, it is Im-

possible to apply compression, either by an in-

strument or the finger.

The prognosis in this case is eminently unfa-

vorable. The tumor will proceed gradually to

the surface, produce irritation in the subjacent

structures, leading to ulceration, and will then

open, parting with its contents and the life of

the patient. It has already worked its way
partly through the walls of the chest, absorb-

ing a portion of the sternum and costal carti-

lages.

SOCIETIES. [Vol. XX.

Medical Societies.

MEDICAL SOCIETY OF HARFORD CO.,

MARYLAND.
A stated meeting of the Medical Society of

Harford County was held in Bel Air on the 9th

of February, the President, Dr. Thos. C. Hop-

kins, in the chair.

The minutes of the previous meeting were

read and adopted.

Dr. Lee, Committee on the petition to tbe

President of the United Spates for the release of

Dr. Mudd. a practitioner of medicine of this

State, reported that the application for pardon

had been signed by the President.

From the Committee on the Memoir of the late

Dr. John K. Sappington, Dr. Forwood reported

that a brief abstract of materials had been placed

in his hands by Dr. Jonv Evans, the son-in-law

of the deceased, but at too late a date to be pre-

pared for the present meeting. He hoped, how-

ever, to be able to present the memoir to the

next meeting. The report was accepted, and the

Committee continued.

The Committee on the Memorial to the State

Legislature for a "Charity Fund/' reported pro-

gress, and was continued.

The amendments to the Constitution offered

at the previous meeting were unanimously adopt-

ed.

The Treasurer's report, showing a balance in

the treasury of $18.35, independent of the dues

to be paid on the day of report, was read and re-

ceived.

Dr. Forwood read a letter from Dr. A. F. A.

King, of Washington, in which he expressed the

gratification he felt from the discussion in the

Society, at the last meeting, upon his essay on

Ligation of the Funis; and stated that he had

collected a larger mass of materials relating

thereto, and proposed to enlarge his essay, and

publish it at a future date in a more substantial

form. He desired the Secretary to state this

fact to the Society, and respectfully requested

the members to supply him with all facts in their

possession bearing on the subject, including ob-

servations on the lower animals, which would be

duly accredited to those supplying the informa-

tion.

Several members made brief remarks upon the

ligation, and manifested a deep interest in the

subject.

Dr. John Evans inquired how long the funis

should be allowed to bleed before it might be

considered necessary to arrest the hemorrhage
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by ligation. He had waited twenty minutes in

a recent case, when, some hemorrhage still being

present, and the nurse desiriDg to proceed with

the dressing of the child, and he also being in

haste to leave, secured the cord by ligature.

Dr. Hays felt satisfied that no danger would

ensue to the child by allowing the venous blood

to escape unrestrainedly from the funis, provided

the precaution recommended by Dr. King, that

of severing the cord with a very dull instrument,

be observed. One or two cases of that character

had come to his knowledge.

Dr. Finney remarked that while he had always

been in the habit of tying the cord, and would

probably continue the practice, there was cer-

tainly some very strong evidence that it was

unnecessary, if not hurtful. In partial confir-

mation of this conclusion, he stated that on one

occasion, several years ago, he happened to be

present at the time that one of his favorite mares

gave birth to a colt. The mare was lying down

at the time of the birth, and appeared too much

exhausted to rise immediately, and thus sever

the cord after nature's fashion. The doctor, feel-

ing a deep interest in the welfare of the colt,

took advantage of the opportunity thus offered,

and secured the cord by ligature, secundum artem,

and then effected separation with his pocketknife.

In this case there was no dessication of the cord,

as naturally results when no ligature is used, but

it remained distended and inflamed, he assured

the Society, for a period of at least one month;

finally sloughing off; while the cords of colts left

to nature, as is well known, dry up and disap-

pear in a few days.

Several members thought that this fact went a

great ways toward overturning the philosophy

of the long-established practice perpetuated upon

the human species.

Some discussion arose as to the proper treat-

ment of a case of disease of the heart, intro.

duced by Dr. Hays. Various suggestions were

made in relation to the case by Drs. Evans, Lee,

Finney, and Forwood.

Dr. R. D. Lee, after some preliminary remarks

as to the success and the established charac.

ter of the Society, made a passing reference to

the cloud of mourning which overhung it in the

loss of our venerable President, Dr. John K.

Sappikgton, and to the success of our memorial

to the President of the United States for the

pardon of Dr. Mudd, for the presentation and
urging of which we are largely indebted to our

Representative in Congress, the Hon. Stevenson

Archer, he proceeded to make the following re

marks on the "Uses and Abuses of Ergot,"

which were recommended for publication with

the proceedings of the Society

:

Mr. President.
—"We discussed at our last meet-

ing the subjects of the Binder and the Ligation

of the Funis; and conceded their application to

be of more importance as a custom, and as a

safeguard against possible accident, than as es-

sential to the safety of mother and child.

Dr. Forwood truly remarked that it was only

the exceptional case of midwifery that required

the physician's aid. That exceptional case, so

fraught with danger to mother and offspring, re-

quires the physician to stand, as it were, a bar-

rier between the parturient woman and the grave,

while the eyes of the patient's fond friends are

turned toward him as their only hope. Then

are his noblest energies aroused; and every

agent calculated to assist him in this, his hour

of need, becomes of vast importance. One agent,

not the least in importance, is the Ergot of Rye,

the uses and abuses of which we will proceed to

briefly remark upon.

I do not propose to confine myself to my own

observations with regnrd to the action of this

medicine; for my experience in its use has been

limited, and I consider the opinions of medical

practitioners of but little value, unless founded

on the experientia docet.

To Dr. Stearns, of New York, is due the

credit of first calling the attention of the

profession in. this country to the subject, by a

letter published in the Medical Repository of 1807.

It is supposed to be a fungus, resulting from

the puncture of an insect in the head or grain of

rye. Chemical analysis proves it to contain

coloring matter, oily substance, phosphoric acid;

and ammonia.

What are its effects, and in what cases useful?

It is supposed to produce general muscular con-

traction, with a specific tendencey to the uterus-

Hence it is supposeed to control hemorrhage

from other orgaus, when dependent on muscular

relaxation, as in the paralysis resulting from

colica pictonum. It may be useful in such cases,

but its great merit consists in its valuable aid in

parturition. Some practitioners, wanting in

respect for Dame Nature, resort to it in all cases

of tedious labor. We must admit the tempta-

tions great to attempt to hasten tiresome cases,

and at the same time make capital with garrulous

nurses, by seeming to help the "poor suffering

creature/' as they express it. This is dangerous

practice, unless you measure carefully the resist-

ance to be overcome, and graduate your force

thereby: a nice calculation indeed, to which I

fear few are equal. I know of one case in which
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rupture of the uterus, with all its terrible con-

sequences, followed
;
and I do not envy the feel-

ings of the man who administered the drug.

Others administer ergot after the head of the

child has passed the pubis, for the purpose of

controlling the hemorrhage which may follow the

delivery.

There is a serious objection to this practice,

from the fact that a certain amount of depletion

is necessary to relieve the congested uterine

blood-vessels. This surplus blood, no longer

required by the foetus, must pass out through the

relaxed uterus as lochia. Close promptly this

outlet by tonic spasm, hyperemia of the brain

with convulsions may follow, and death. I was

once called to attend a case of this kind, in the

absence of the physician who attended the labor.

There had been considerable oedema of the

extremities, and hypersemia of the brain during

pregnancy. Ergot had been administered at the

close of labor, and prompt and permanent con-

traction of the uterus followed, without the

slightest lochial discharge. When I reached the

patient, she had been in convulsions two hours,

and was moribund. All writers without, I

believe, an exception, recommend bleeding for

puerperal convulsions, to relieve the over-charged

blood-vessels of the brain. Then to create this

necessity, by using a powerful agent to overcharge

them, is strange practice indeed. I think care-

ful observation will prove those cases attended

with free lochial discharge much less liable to

suffer from metritis, peritonitis, phlegmasia

dolens, and mammary abscess, as after-conse-

quences of parturition. I do not desire to con-

demn the use of this drug in all cases. I have

seen valuable aid from its use. Dr. Robinson

and myself delivered a case by embryotomy,

necessary from abnormal size of the head, and

exhaustion of patient. A half a drachm of

ergot, which was administered when we com-

menced the operation, which lasted half an hour,

caused prompt contraction of the uterus after

delivery of its contents. I have seen happy
effects from its use in other cases.

The disease called ergotism, prevailing in some
localities, is no doubt produced by the use of the

fingers, or diseased grain. Among its prominent

symptoms are violent emesis and convulsions.

Do we run no risk of producing those symptoms
in paturient women by the use of this drug?

Professors Dewees and Meigs seem to discourage

its general use ; and the latter states in his work
on obstetrics, that its use is falling off rapidly in

Philadelphia.

I offer these few observations with the view of
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learning the opinions and experience of the mem-
bers of the society on the subject.

Dr. Forwood said that he had formerly used

ergot much more frequently than he has within

the last few years. In setting out in practice the

incessant appeals of the patient and her friends

to hasten the completion of labor, have an almost

irresistible influence over the young practitioner,

and he resorts to the use of ergot, sometimes in

the early stage of labor, in the hope that " some

good will fall," whereby the patient, and his

own worn-out patience, may be speedily relieved.

Experience brings knowledge. We soon learn

what fearful results—the death of the foetus

—

may follow. Dr. Forwood said that he could not

recall to memory a case in his practice in which

the life of the foetus had been destroyed by the

action of ergot. He took heed early of the warn-

ings of the sages of the profession, and now never

uses the drug, except in those cases where the

pains of labor entirely cease, or when the natural

efforts appear inadequate to the accomplishment

of the last stage of labor, and when the parts are

well diluted.

Dr. Finney said that he had not used an ounce

of ergot for several years. lie had met with

very few cases requiring its use.

Several members made brief remarks upon the

subject, and while all acknowledged the specific

virtues of the medicine, all agreed that extreme

care in the use of so potent a remedy should

always be observed.

As time did not allow for a full expression of

opinions on the subject, ergot was continued as

a subject for discussion at the next meeting. It

was also announced that Dr. W. W. Hopkins

would present to the next meeting of the Society

an essay on Puerperal Convulsions.

The following named gentlemen were elected

officers of the Society for the ensuing year:

President—Dr. S. B. Silver.

Yice-President—Dr. John Evans.

Secretary—Dr. W. Stump Forwood.

Treasurer—Dr. R. D. Lee.

Delegates to the American Medical Association.

Dr. John Sappington, Dr. S. J. Ramsay, and

Dr. Geo. Thos. Hays.

Alternates.

Dr. R. D. Lee, Dr. David Riley, and Dr. R, R.

Bouldin.

The retiring President, Dr. Thomas C. Hop-

kins, then delivered the following address; a

copy of which, after the thanks of the Society

had been unanimously accorded him for the
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manner in which he had discharged the duties of

the office, was requested for publication.

Gentlemen of the Harford Medical Society:

As my official duties are about to terminate

according to limitation, I should be false to my
feelings were I to omit, upon this occasion, to

express to you at least a feeling if not a judg-

ment. It was your pleasure to designate me to

preside over your deliberations for the past year,

an honor that, I assure you, I can well appre-

ciate. I have had the pleasure to meet you here

at different times for the purpose of interchang-

ing opinions and experience in the practice of

our profession, upon subjects appertaining to the

health and welfare of the community ; and from

the harmony and interest that has pervaded our

meetings. I have evidence of the usefulness of

our Society, as well as guarantee for the per-

petuation of it, as an appendage to the great

national organization—the American Medical

Association, now numbering some three to four

thousand, comprising members from all the

States of the Union, embracing within its frater-

nity minds and men of the greatest distinction

in the profession. No one can view the vast

volumes of its transactions without being struck

with the zeal and industry of its members, as

well as its great usefulness. Long may it con-

tinue to exist with its noble objects in view.

The promotion of the science and the cultiva-

tion of the art, being the object of medical asso-

ciations, must meet the commendation of all wise

and considerate persons, and not a conspiracy, as

some morbid minds may suppose, for the pecu-
niary benefit of its members; for that would be
inconsistent with the honor and dignity of a
physician, and totally at variance with the prin-

ciples of his profession—shocking and abhorrent
to his God.

The study of medicine opens an unlimited field

to the mind of man, and he who prosecutes with
zeal and industry, may never be at a loss for

mental food. It leads him not only to the con-

templation of all things upon the earth and
within, but to all things above, that are possible

for man to know. From the mystery that sur-

rounds the specific causes of diseases, the ardent
physician who seeks to relieve his fellow-man,
aspires to more than what seems for man to

know. He, however, will not despair, but will

continue to study well the law of nature and
nature's God, and seek that he may find, for his

field is boundless, and Providence will continue
to develope to his mind, that his science may
keep pace with the age. The pursuit of medi-
cine is in fact the study of man, and everything
that appertains to his health and general wel-
fare. If there is any study to enable man to

obey that divine injunction, <k Man, know thy-
self,'' it is medicine; for he has presented to his
mind mirrors of all shapes, shades, and varieties

of color, and if any one knows himself, it must

be a physician.

We meet here some four times in the space of

a year, and discuss a few subjects^ of interest;

but if we were to meet fifty times in the same

space, we should be at no loss for a subject to

discuss, to the interest of the public as well as

for ourselves ; for it is the friction of the mind

that developes all things.

In the practice of medicine, on the adaptation

of the science to the useful purposes of human
life, there are many difficulties. From the great

mechanism and complication of the human sys-

tem, as well as the modus operandi of the mate-

rials of medicine therein, the physician has to

contend with much ignorance on the part of the

community; for there is no science in which

there is so much superstition and prejudgment as

that of medicine; consequently, none in which

the public are as much imposed upon. There-

fore, I think it the duty of all practitioners to

instruct, as far as practical, the public m the

general principles of their science, that the evils

mav be at least mitigated.

Of the practitioner of medicine there is much

required and much expected. He is required to

expose himself to all conditions of the weather;

to submit to the loss of rest in sleep, and to en-

dure the anxiety of mind peculiar to his respon-

sible vocation, or in other words, so submit to

the innumerable uncontrollable
_
circumstances

that surround his pursuits. It is expected of

him to be more humane, more charitable, or, in

fact, to be more Christianized than the most of

the community, which it is well for him to be.

It is expected of him at times to accomplish

more than the power of man can do. At times

he fails to accomplish all that he aims or desires

to do, but often accomplishes far more than is

expected of him, which cheers him on in his

arduous duties.

The vocation of a true physician may be viewed

in the light of a holy, instrumental one, as it is

written—" Honor the physician with the honor

that is due unto him, for the use you have of

him. for the Lord hath created him; from the

Most High cometh healing, and he shall receive

honor of the king. The skill of the physician

shall lift up his head, and in the sight of great

men be in admiration. The physician shall also

honor his God, and submit that' he may prosper

the things which he gives for ease and remedy to

prolong life." Thus it is perceived the heavy

responsibility and charge upon the practitioner

of medicine. But with all that is required, all

that is expected, and all that he endures, the

government spares him not, for he cannot prac-

tice his profession, as holy as it may be, without

a pecuniary consideration thereto.

These requirements and trials, enumerated,

peculiar to our profession, you will permit me to

say, from a long devotion to the study and prac-

tice, I have experienced in a considerable degree,

and the physician who assumes the great respon-

sibilities of a practitioner to his fellow-man,

should be true to himself and his profession,

that he may be false to no one.

With these few remarks, and my regrets for

not being able at this time to entertain you more
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agreeably upon a subject which you are familiar

and experienced, hoping that you will not con-

sider what I have said as presuming to instruct

you in that which you already know, and that

you will please accept of my best wishes for

your individual happiness and prosperity, as well

as for a continuance of our pleasant and inter-

esting meetings, that we may continue to profit

thereby, and demonstrate to the public that our
great aim is health, peace and prosperity to all;

with my sincere acknowledgments for the honor
you have conferred upon your humble member,
and that you will believe him when he says, that

with the marked respect that you have paid him,
and the kind assistance that he has received in

the administration of his duties, will be cher-

ished by him as long as he lives.

Editorial Department.

Periscope.

Strange Montrosity.

We have received the following singular ac-

count from a gentleman in New York:
u A correspondent of the Dantzic Gazette writes

as follows from Dirschau: ' Last Sunday, Feb
ruary 1, at Schliewen, near Dirschau, a young
and blooming shepherd's wife was delivered of a

girl otherwise sound, but having on the lower

part of her back [auf unterm Ruckentheile) a

tumor as big as two good sized fists. In this

tumor, which is covered by the skin, is a very

lively fcotus, whose well-developed mass may be

felt through the walls of the tumor. Its limbs

indicate a growth of from five to six months.

The father called in the health commissioner,

Dr. Preuss, from Dirshare, and begged him to

remove the tumor together with the fetus. The

Doctor, however, after he had long and carefully

examined it, declared that there was a possibility

in this extraordinary case, of the child in the

tumor (whose existence and active motions

were palpable to all present) coming to fruition.

No physician could be justified in destroying

this marvellous being. Rather it ought to be

protected and cherished. The new-born girl is

of unusual strength and beauty, and takes the

breast very cheerfully.'

"

Schliewen, announced on. the Gth instant. I may
here reply as follows: The facts contained in

the report alluded to are correct. I was sum-

moned on the first February to Schlewicn, to

give my advice in the case of a child born the

day before of a young shepherd's wife, with the

aid of a midwife. It was a girl, in other respects

strong and hearty, under the extremity of whose

os sacrum (Kreuzbeinende) was a swelling of the

size of two fists. Vigorous movements were

plainly visible on the surface of this tumor, and

within I felt the members of a foetus, which, from

its size, would in ordinary cases be reckoned at

five months. It was evidently a double creation.

So far the case belonged to the very rare, but

could not be considered unique. Rokitansky

speaks of it as follows in the first volume of his

Pathological Anatomy (pp. G2, 59.) 'Double

creation by engrafting (Einpfanzung.) Cryj-

todidymus (Guolt) so-called foetus in fcetu. A
larger, complete foetus bears at some place under

the skin or in the cavities of the body a second,

smaller and incomplete.' In this class evidently

belongs the case before us. What is novel, am1

,

so far as my knowledge goes, unnoticed in litera-

ture, is the fact that not only the child which

has been carried its full term is alive to day, but

the foetus also has in the eleven days after-birth

further developed and palpably increased in size,

and that the movements in the tumor have in-

creased, and at present are very strong. They

cannot be motions of the viscera, transferred

through the aperture, as if this were no such

motions, would be observed in every hernial sac.

The tumor is now four and a-half inches long,

three and a-half inches wide and high, pear-

shaped; the head lies underneath on the left, the

rump above on the right. The junction has a

circumference of eight and a-ha!f inches. Further

particulars as to the progress of this case are

deferred."

A Case of Super-Fetation.

The Weser Zeitung, of February 20, has some-

thing more about the singular birth at Schliewen,

we lately referred to. It quotes from the Dantzic

Gazette, the following communication from the

health commissioner, Dr. Preuss, of Dirschau :

u To the many questions addressed to me from

many quarters in regard to the singular birth at

Carbolic Acid: Its Doses and its Medicinal
Value.

Mr. Henry William Fuller, M. D., Cantab,

physician to St. George's Hospital, contributes

the following article to the British Med. Journal.

Four years ago, being desirous of testing the

value of Carbolic acid as an internal remedy in

the treatment of disease, I determined to admin-

ister it experimentally in various cases at St.

George's Hospital. My first object was to ascer-

tain the maximum dose in which it could be

taken without inconvenience, to note the symp-

toms, if any, produced by full doses, to deter-

mine its action on the pulse and the secretions,
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and to observe whether any evidence could be
j

obtained ofits cumulative action. Never having

given it internally before, and never having

heard of its having been administered in more

than two minim doses, I began by the exhibition

of two minims dissolved in a drachm of glyce-

rine and eleven drachms of water. This was

given three and ultimately four times in the

twenty-four hours. Finding that no appreciable

effects resulted from that dose, I added one minim

to each dose on alternate days, until the patients

were either unable to swallow a stronger dose or

complained of unpleasant symptoms. Thus, as

far as the mere dose was concerned, I found that

some adults—especially men who had been

spirit-drinkers—-could take ten or twelve minims

without inconvenience, and notwithstanding the

occurrence of a certain degree of discomfort,

could take doses of fifteen minims three or four

times a day for many days consecutively ; but

that most persons, especially women, began to

complain when the dose had been increased to

eight or ten minims, and found six or seven

minims a full dose.

The disagreeable symptoms produced by full

or overfull doses were, firstly, a sense of burning

in the throat on swallowing the draught; and,

secondly, a giddiness and fulness, or peculiar

feeling in the head—a feeling which occurred in

some persons within two minutes after takin

the acid, and in others not until the expiration

of six or eight minutes. In some persons this

giddiness passed off in ten or fifteen minutes,

and in others lasted nearly an hour. In no

instance was there any distinct headache or any

interference with vision
;
but, when the giddiness

was severe, there were in some instances cold

clammy perspiration and feeble pulse.

The physiological action of the acid in various

doses was noted in health and in different morbid

conditions. In health, the only effect which

was observed to follow moderate doses—-four to

six minims—was the production of a peculiar

greenish tint in the urine, and the disappearance

of all deposits of lithates. Both these pheno

mena were most marked when full doses—eight

or ten minims—were given, and in themselves

were very remarkable. The intensity of the

greenish tint varied considerably. Apparently i

was more influenced by the state of the urine

than by the mere dose of the acid; but the dis

appearance of the lithates from the urine bore a

tolerably constant ratio to the dose of the aci

so that, if the administration of four or five

minims failed to produce the desired effect, the

addition of three or four minims to each dose

would in most instances accomplish it within

three or four hours. Indeed, carbolic acid proves

so powerful an agent in clearing the urine of

lithates, that it will operate with tolerable cer-

tainty in cases in which moderate doses of alka-

lies fail altogether in checking the deposit. It

does not increase or diminish the secretion of

urine, nor does it appear to exercise any influ-

ence on its specific gravity ; it does not affect the

action of the bowels, though it diminishes the

offensive odor of the motions ; it has no effect on

the temperature of the body, nor does it influ-

ence the pulse, except when it is given in exces-

sive doses, and excites giddiness and cold perspi-

ration, and then the pulse is accelerated.

Having remarked the uniformity of the action

of the acid in checking the deposit of lithates,

and thinking that possibly it might control the

formation of lithic acid, I administered it in full

doses in several cases of gout. It certainly ren-

dered the urine clear, but it did not appear to

modify the gouty action or check its continuance.

The same may be said of its action on rheuma-

tism.

In dyspeptic cases—of the fermentative class-

accompanied by the copious evolution of gas

from the stomach and the discharge of fetid

evacuations from the bowels, its effect is often

most satisfactory. Administered in six or eight-

minim doses, it stimulates and is extremely

grateful to the stomach; it causes an immediate

evacuation of flatus, and, by checking fermen-

tation, it puts an end to the evolution of gas

which forms the most distressing feature of

many varieties of dyspepsia. With the excep-

tion of charcoal, I know of no remedy so useful

in these cases, and it not unfrequently operates

beneficially even when charcoal fails to relieve.

In typhoid or gastric fever, in which, d priori,

beneficial results might have been expected from

its employment, I have been unable to observe

any controlling influence. The temperature

keeps up, and the disease runs its course utterly

unchecked by even full and repeated doses. In

a case, James J., now under my care at St.

George's Hospital, ten minims were taken every

three hours for eighteen days, and throughout

that time—from the sixth to the twenty fourth

day of the attack—the temperature ranged from

99 to 104—being 102 at the beginning, and fully

102 at the end of the time. In several other

cases of typhoid fever, and also in cases of

typhus, I have noted the same absence of con-

trolling power.

In scarlatina, accompanied by sloughing throat,

I have employed it on one occas : on, and fancied
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that it proved beneficial. Having regard to the

action of* the scarlatinal poison on the mucous

membrane of the stomach, it is not unlikely to

prove active for good, and certainly deserves a

trial.

In the form of spray, I have used a solution

varying in different cases from five to ten minims

of the acid to an ounce of water for the purpose

of inhalation. It has been employed in the

early and advanced stage of phthisis—in so-

called laryngeal phthisis, in chronic bronchitis,

in gangrene of the lung, and in various affections

of the throat, including diphtheria. In the last

named, it does not prove so useful as the pure

solution of permanganate of potash administered

in the same way, which sometimes appears to

exercise a magical effect in clearing the throat of

the membrane; but in all the other forms of

complaint it exercises in many instances a de-

cidedly beneficial influence. It lessens the irri-

tability of the mucous surface, and facilitates

expectoration, and the patients aver that it

affords relief. In gangrene of the lung, it re-

moves the fetid odor, and otherwise appears to be

productive of good.

The only disagreeable symptom which I have

observed to follow its employment in the form of

spray, has been occasional faintness when the

inhalation has been continued too long. The

time at which this faintness occurs varies greatly

in different cases, and I therefore instruct the

patient to desist from inhaling as soon as the

slightest discomfort arises. My impression,

however, is, that this faintness is not induced

by the action of the acid, but rather by the ab-

negation of atmospheric air which attends inha-

lation with Siegle's apparatus; for, in every

instance except one in which I have observed it,

Siegle's steam-apparatus was being employed.

I therefore prefer using the common hand-bel-

lows, previously heating the solution of acid if

the inhalation of cold spray seem likely to be

prejudicial.

Teeth Extncting.

Dr. Beers, of Montreal, gives in the Canada

Journal of Dental Science the following useful

hints for this operation :

"First select your instruments. Everything

needed should be at hand. The towel for chlo-

roform should be starched stiff, f

" Cover the patient from neck to knee with a

cotton cover or towel, pinned to each shoulder,

to prevent the blood soiling the dress. Make a

thorough examination of the work before you;

fix in your memory the number, position and

peculiarity of every too'h or root to be extracted :

we lance the superior right and left dens sapien-

tise—particularly at the farthest extremity—for

reasons which we will give in detail in a future

number of the Journal. Whenever there is any

undue prominence of the alveoli, over the cus-

pids for for instance, which, if left, would inter-

fere greatly with the regularity of the arch for

an artificial set, we sometimes cut it down on the

labial face while extracting, or after extracting

the tooth, as may be found most convenient.

If this is done carefully, it may be done with

perfect impunity, without adding anything to

the discomfort of the patient during the healing

of the gums, and hastening the absorption and

improving the arch.

"Use as few instruments as possible—an axiom

which will apply with advantage to every opera-

tive and mechanical operation in dentistry. If

the patient will submit to lancing before inhal-

ing the anaesthetic, it may be proper to lance

around roots difficult to grasp; but if not, the

haste with which the operation has to be per-

formed where there are a large number to

extract, demands economy of time, and lancing

is not always advisable for cases where roots

predominate. We use the bayonet-shaped alveoli

forceps for the upper jaw, without changing, and

with care it subserves the use of the lancet. First,

clear away all roots with the alveoli forceps, if a

change of instruments is required.

" As soon as the patient is thoroughly under

the influence of the anaesthetic, commence by

extracting the teeth of the inferior jaw first, on

either side, beginning at the roots farthest back,

or at the dens sapientise. Extract the molars

and bicuspids first, leaving the cuspids and ir-

cisors to the last.

A small bit of sponge at hand is useful to sop

up the blood which may hide the roots from

view. The importance of extracting the lower

teeth first is obvious, as the blood flowing down

from the extracted uppers, if the latter are first

removed, would interfere greatly with the proper

adaptation of the instrument, and some roo's

might be overlooked.

There are various precautions necessary, such

as providing for haemorrhage, vomiting, syncope,

&c. Patients with long legs should be so placed

as to put them out of kicking distance of your

windows, lest they should take a notion to

stretch them into the glass.

—- There is a doctor for every 1000 inhabi-

tants in Paris, and the apothecaries number 547.

There are also 295 officers of health.
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8. W. BUTLER, M.D,, & D. G. BRINTON, M. D., Editors.

Medical Society and Clinical Eeports, Notes and
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence,

News, etc. etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

To insure publication, articles must be practical

brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

We particularly value tbepractical experienceof coun-

try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfully belongs to the profession.

Notes and Comments,

A WAENI3STG TO MEDICAL SOCIETIES.

The unscrupulous ingenuity of nostrum venders

and manufacturers has ceased to be a matter of

special wonder. Many an honest professor goes

to bed now-a-days, and wakes up in the morning

to find himself unpleasantly famous as therecom-

mender of bad whisky in the shape of bitters,

or what is worse, as the certifier to the efficacy of

Shenck's syrup for the certain cure of consump-

tion. Individual instances of this kind are not

rare, but it is not often that we find a grave and

respectable society like the Academy of Medicine

or the N. Y. Pathological Society subjected, and

with a show of justice, to the same swindling

Operation. In publishing the proceedings of the

N. Y. Pathological Society for December 26th,

1867, we took the liberty to remark when a

certain nostrum was the subject of debate "that

such a discussion virtually amounted to a most

excellent advertisement of the aqueous humbug
under consideration, and that nothing would

more delight the proprietor of the same than to

see a record of the proceedings duly embalmed in

the ofiicial report/' Very indiscreetly, we think

the whole discussion was published in the ofiicial

organ of the society, and the little good that was

said about it was, skilfully extracted and tacked

together by the proprietor, who now parades it

as the endorsement of the New York Pathologi-

cal Society. We would suggest to all medical

societies that do not desire to become the involun-

tary eulogists of questionable remedies, that it

would be well never to allude to them in public

session. A man cannot walk upon coals without

being burned, neither can he touch pitch and not

be defiled.

THERAPEUTICAL BULLETIN".*

Compiled by Geo. H. Naphets, M.D.

This column will contain each week a collection of the

Recipes, remarkable for their novelty and elegance, note

in use by prominent practitioners, as recommended by
them in recent lectures at College and Hospital Clinics,

and at meetings of Medical Societies, in newly published
monographs and systematic treatise?, and in the current

medical periodicals of this country and Europe. It will

include formulae for hypodermic injections, for inhala-

tions, for rectal and vaginal suppositories, for ointments,

lotions, collyria, etc., etc.

The selection will be such that each prescription will

commend itself, both by its intrinsic merits, and by the

authority of the name of the physician by whom origi-

nated or employed. It is designed to give only the latest

and best approved therapeutical expressions of the pro-

fession—to afford a periscope of the remedial measures
resorted to by eminent living physicians.

It is proposed, hereafter, to classify these formulae, and
issue them in book form.

The recipes for ointments begun below will be

added to in future numbers. The formulae' for

several ointments have already been given (vide

p. 156) under the head of "Remedies employed

against Neuralgia." For obvious reasons, a com-

plete system of classification cannot be attempted

while these articles are appearing in instalments.

Convenience of arrangement and reference is all

that is aimed at.

Ointments.

Prof. S. D. Gross.

R. Pulveris potassae nitratis, JJij.

Sulphuris,

Adipis,

Olei bergamii,

For scabies.

R. Pulveris opii, &ss.

».
rhei

: SJ:
Cerati cetacei, %]. M.

For dressing wounds, burns, abraded surfaces,

or fissures. To these ingredients may advan-

tageously be added, in many cases of healing

sores or eruptions requiring a mild stimulus, a

drachm of the ointment of the nitrate of mercury,

a few drops of nitric acid, two drachms of oint-

ment of acetate of lead, a small quantity of

myrrh or of balsam of Peru, or from six to eight

grains of sulphate of quinine.

Prof. Joseph Pancoast.

R. Zincioxidi, 5iss.

Amyli, 3j.
Cerati adipis,

Glycerinae. aa ^ss. M.
For application to ulcers, eczema, etc.

m.
gtt. V. M.

* Entered according to Act of Congres?, in the year
1869, by Geo. H. Naphrys. M.D , in the Clerk's office of
the District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylva-
nia.

N. B. This copyright is not intended to prevent medi-
cal journals publishing these article?, but only their be-
ing issued in book form.
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Dr. Edward John Tilt.

R. Potassii iodidi, 3j>

Magnesias, gr. v.

Olei neroli, gtt. j.

Aquas, f.&j.

Uoguenti glycerinas, ^j. M.

To be rubbed into the skin of the lower part

of the abdomen twice a day, for the pelvic and

spinal pains of uterine diseases, etc. The calcined

magnesia is added to prevent the staining of the

linen which is caused by the acid secretions of

the skin liberating a small portion of iodine.

In the preparation of ointments, as common

lard becomes rancid, it is best to prescribe ben-

zoated lard, (unguentum benzoini, U. S. P.,) but

Dr. Tilt prefers glycerine ointment, which looks

like arrow-root jelly, and is made by boiling

starch in glycerine. Take of Polson's corn

flour, gr. 80, and mix with one ounce of Price's

glycerine in a gradually-heated oil-bath by con-

stant stirring, until the production of a semi-

transparent gelatinous mass.

R. Atropioa sulphatis, gr. ij.

Morphias sulphatis, gr. iv.

Olei olivse, Jf.gj.

Olei lavendulas, crtt. x.

TJnguenti hydrargyri, %]. M.

This formula for mercurial ointment is much

pleasanter than that made repulsive by the smell

of laudanum and of the extract of belladonna. A
piece about the size of a small walnut is to be

rubbed in morning and evening, and absorption

will be promoted by leaving the residue on the

skin, and by placing over it a warm linseed-meal

poultice.

Dr. T. II. Tanner.

R. Hydrargyri iodidi rubri, gr. viij.

TJnguenti adipis, ^j. M.

In chronic glandular tumors, a small portion

rubbed in every night, proves very useful.

Dr. J. M. Da Costa.

R. Cadmii iodidi, gr. x.—xx.

TJnguenti belladonna, gvj.

Glycerinae, foli-

A resolvent ointment for glandular enlarge-

ment, goitre, etc.

The advantage of the employment of iodide of

cadmium in ointment, rather than iodide of lead,

is that it does not discolor the skin. The oint-

ment of belladonna adds to the efficacy of the

iodide of cadmium.

R. Acidi carbolici fiuidi, nj. Xxx.
Glycerin 83, f^'j-

Cerati adipis, gvj. M.
Employed in the treatment of acne and other

pustular skin affections, in some cases With sig-

nal effect. If it produce too much irritation in

this strength, it may be diluted with fresh lard.

The Half-Year]y Compendium.

The number of this periodical fur January has

now appeared. It is full of the choicest selec-

tions on all branches of medical science, and
should be in the hands of every physician. No
synopsis of professional works or articles at all

compares with it, either in the diversity of

sources consulted, or the number of valuable

facts accumulated.

The annoying delay in the publication of this

number will be avoided in future. The next

number may be confidently looked for by July

10th.

Too many Cooks.

From some indications, we fear that the ar-

rangements for attending the meeting of the

American Medical Association at New Orleans

in May. next, may suffer from having too many
cooks. A Committee was duly appointed, of

which we believe Dr. P. S. Conner, of Cincinnati

is chairman, having its head quarters in that

city, who were to make the necessary arrange-

ments for transportation between that point and

New Orleans. That committee had better not be

interfered with. We understand that they are

attending to their duties, and are effecting satis-

factory arrangements, which will, in due time, be

announced.

We learn, also, that favorable arrangements

will shortly be announced—they may reach us

in time for this number—for passage between

New York and New Orleans, much more favora-

ble than we feared could be made. We trust,

therefore, that full delegations will go from our

Northern and Western Societies.

Fees as an Expert.

The editor of the Leavenworth Medical Herald

says:—We have received a letter from a corres-

pondent desiring to know whether any case has

occurred in our State in which a medical witness

has demanded the fee of an expert in advance,

and with what result. We have had such a case

in Leavenworth. A physician was called upon

to give testimony as an expert, in a trial for

murder or manslaughter, and refused perempto-

rily to give such testimony unless his fees were

paid in advance. The court promptly committed

him for contempt, and he was compelled to pay a

fine, which he did, however, only upon the advice

of the prominent legal men of our city, that he

was in the wrong and could be compelled to give

his testimony.

Since this case happened, however, a decision

has been rendered by one of the Chicago courts,
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that a medical expert must be paid his fees in

advance, if he demands them, and we advise our

friend that he can so demand them if he sees

proper. Should the court demur, let him refer

the judge to the decision of the Chicago case.

Medical College Commencements.

The Cincinnati College of Medicine.—The com-

mencement exercises were held on Tuesday

evening, February 16. Graduates 28. Valedic-

tory by Professor A. J. Miles.

The Medical College of Ohio.—The commence-

ment exercises were held in Cincinnati, Tuesday

morning, March 2d. Graduates 70. The Presi-

dent of the Board, Judge Dickson, accompmied

the conferring of the degrees with an address

appropriate to the occasion, and the usual vale-

dictory address was given by Professor Graham,

his theme being faith in medicine.

Miami Medical College, Cincinnati.—The ninth

annual commencement took place Tuesday even-

ing, March 2d. Graduates, 48. Bishop Mc-

Ilvaine, President of the Board, conferred the

degrees, and made a brief and appropriate extem-

poraneous address. The valedictory was given

by Professor Clendennin. It is to be published.

At the close of the exercises, there was a pleasant

re-union of the graduates, alumni and friends at

the residence of Professor Richardson.

College ofPhysicians and Surgeons. New York.

;
—Sixty-second annual commencement, Monday

March 1st. Valedictory address by Br. James

C Lindsly. Graduates, 87.

The Hospital prizes were awarded to Drs. J.

Francis Chapman, Eugene B. Murtha and Fred.

C.Curtis. The two Faculty prizes for the best

graduation theses were taken by Drs. Eugene B-

Murtha and John J. Reid, the former having

written on the poisonous effects of the different

species of Rhus, and the latter on Carbolic Acid

and its derivatives. Honorable mention was

made of theses by Drs. Lucius W. Bulkley, J. F.

Chapman, Thomas Trenaman, Sherman Chapman,

and George Hickok. The proceedings closed

with a humorous address by Joseph H. Choate,

Esq.

Medical Department University of New York.—
Commencement Tuesday evening, March 2d.

Graduates 82. Eleven graduates received certifi-

cates of honor. The diplomas were distributed

by Chancellor Ferris—from whose hands many

thousand graduates have received this distin-

guished honor—and the valedictory was given

by Professor Thomson.

Prizes were awarded as follows:

Mott Prize Medal — Silver Medal to Wm. P.

2

Morrissy, of N. B., Bronze Medal to T. J. Town-
send, of Kentucky.

Loomis Prizes.—1st, 0. G. Dibble, N. Y., 2d,

K. P. Townsend, Ky.

Budd Prize—William F. Guernsey, Conn.

Jacobi Prize—V. Havard, N. Y.

Roosa Prize—T. C. Giroux, N. Y.

Weisse Prize—0. G. Dibble, N. Y.

Bellevue Medical College, N. Y.—This, though

one of the youngest, is far from being least

among the medical colleges. The commence-

ment was held on Tuesday evening, March 2d.

Graduates, 124. The class was addressed by
Rev. Alexander R. Thompson. Dr. Walter S.

Thorne was the valedictorian of the class. Full

lists of graduates in the New York medical col-

leges can be found in the N. Y. Medical Gazette

of March 6th.

Woman's Medical College, Philadelphia.—
Seventh annual commencement, March 10. Grad-

uates 15. Prayer by Rev. Albert Barnes, address

by Judge Peirce, valedictory by Professor B. B.

Wilson.

Other reports are deferred, including those of

the University of Pennsylvania and Jefferson

Medical College of this city, which, with list of

graduates will appear next week, the commence-

ments having occurred too late in the week for

this issue.

Correspondence,

DOMESTIC.

A Reply to Dr. Oppelt.

Editors Medical and Surgical Reporter:

In vol. xviii., page 441, of your valuable jour-

nal, I notice an article from Dr. Oppelt in reply

te a communication of mine, published in the

Reporter, requesting some light in regard to the

diagnosis and treatment of an affection of the

mammary gland. Dr. Oppelt has very kindly

given his opinion as to the nature of the com-

plaint, and advised large doses of quinia. This

remedy I have tried in both large and small doses,

but without success. I finally came to the con-

clusion that my patient was suffering from neu-

ralgia, and placed her upon the following plan

of treatment

:

R. Quinise sulphas,

Zinci " aa grs. xxx.
Ferri " (exsic) grs. xl.

Pulv. rhei, grs. 1. M.

Ft. in pil. xxx.

One to be given three times a day. Salt bath

(warm) once a week, with frictions to the spine.
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Under this treatment my patient began to im-

prove, and after continuing it eight weeks, was

permanently curod. She has had no attack since

placed on the above treatment, nine months ago,

though she has nursed an infant during this pe-

riod. D. C. McCampbell, M. D.

Holly Springs, Miss., Feb. 28, 1869.

News and Miscellany.

AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
Office of Permanent Secretary.

WM. B. ATKINSON, M.D.,

S. W. cor. Broad and Pine Streets, Philadelphia.

The Twentieth Annual Session will be held in

New Orleans, La., May 4, 1869, at 11 A.M.
The following Committees are expected to re-

port:

On Diseases of the Cornea—Dr. Jos. S. Hil-

dreth, 111., Chairman.

On Cultivation of the Cinchona Tree—Dr. L.

J. Deal, Pa., Chairman.

On Excision of Joints for Injuries—Dr. J. B.

Reed, Ga., Chairman.

On Alcohol and its Relations to Medicine—Dr.

J. Bell, Pa., Chairman.

On the Cryptogamic Origin of Disease, with

special reference to recent microscopic investiga-

tions on that subject—Dr. Edward Curtis, U. S.

A., Chairman.

On Operations for Hare-lip—Dr. A. Hammer,

Mo., Chairman.

On Clinical Thermometry in Diphtheria—Dr.

J. G. Richardson, N. Y., Chairman.

On Prophylactics in Zymotic Diseases—Dr.

Nelson L. North, N. Y., Chairman.

On Inebriate Asylums—Dr. C. H. Nichols,

D. C, Chairman.

On the Influence of the Pneumogastric Nerve
on Spasmodic and Rhythmical Movements of the

Lungs—Dr. Thomas Antisell, D. C, Chairman.

To Examine into the Present Plan of Organi-

zation and Management of the United States

Marine Hospitals—Dr. D. W. Bliss, D. C, Chair-

man.

On the Utilization of Sewerage—Dr. S. Smith,

New York, Chairman.

On the Influence of Quarantine in Preventing
the Introduction of Disease into the Ports of the

United States—Dr. Elisha Harris, N. Y., Chair-

man.

On Nurse-Training Institutions—Dr. S. D.
Gross, Pa., Chairman.

On Commissioners to aid in Trials involving Sci-

entific Testimony—Dr. John Ordronaux. N. Y.-

Chairman.

On Annual Medical Register—Dr. J. II. Pack-

ard, Pa., Chairman.

On Devising a Plan for the Relief of Widows
and Orphans of Medical Men—Dr. Joun H.
Griscom, N. Y., Chairman.

On Veterinary Colleges—Dr. Thomas Antisell.

D. C, Chairman.

On Specialties in Medicine, and the Propriety

of Specialists Advertising—Dr. E. Lloyd How-
ard, Md., Chairman.

On Library of American Medical Works—Dr.
J. M. Toner, D. C, Chairman.

On Vaccination—Dr. Henry A. Marti*, Mass.,
Chairman.

On the Decomposition of Urea in the Ursemic
Poisoning—Dr. II. R. Noel, Md., Chairman.
On the best method of Treatment for the dif-

ferent forms of Cleft Palate—Dr. W. R. White-
head, N. Y., Chairman.

On Rank of Medical Men in the Navy Dr.
N. S. Davis, Illinois, Chairman.

On Medical Ethics—Dr. D. Francis Condie.
Pennsylvania, Chairman.

On American Medical Necrology—Dr. C. C.

Cox, Md., Chairman.

On Medical Education—Dr. J. C. Reeve, Ohio.
Chairman.

On Medical Literature—Dr. E. Warren, Md.
Chairman.

On Prize Essays—Dr. S. M. Bemiss, Louisiana,
Chairman.

On the Climatology and Epidemics, of—
Maine—Dr. J. C. Weston.

New Hampshire—Dr. P. A. Stackpole.
Vermont—Dr. Henry Janes.

Massachusetts—Dr. H. I. Bowditch.
Rhode Island—Dr. C. W. Parsons.

Connecticut—Dr. E. K. Hunt.
New York—Dr. W. F. Thoms.

New Jersey—Dr. Ezra M. Hunt.
Pennsylvania—Dr. D. F. Condie.

Maryland—Dr. 0. S. Mahon.
Georgia—Dr. Juriah Harriss.

Missouri—Dr. Geo. Engelman.
Alabama—Dr. R. F. Michel.
Texas—Dr. T. J. Heard.
Illinois—Dr. R. C. Hamil.
Indiana—Dr. J. F. Hibberd.
District of Columbia—Dr. T. Antisell,
Iowa—Dr. J. C. Hughes.
Michigan—Dr. Abm. Sager.
Ohio-Dr. T. L. Neal.
California—Dr. F. W. Hatch.
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Tennessee—Dr. B. W. A vent.

West Virginia—Dr. E. A. Hildreth.

Minnesota—Dr. Samuel Willey.

Virginia—Dr. W. 0. Owen.

Delaware—Dr. L. B. Bush.

Arkansas—Dr. G. W. Lawrence.

Mississippi—Dr. Compton.

Louisiana—Dr. L. T. Pimm.

Secretaries of all medical organizations are

requested to forward lists of their Delegates as

tsoon as elected, to the Permanent Secretary.

jgggf Any respectable physician who may de-

sire to attend, "but cannot do so as a delegate,

may be made a member by invitation, upon the

recommendation of the Committee of Arrange-

ments.

Dr. J. T. Dyer's family, in Gloucester,

Mass., after a recent dinner of partridges, were

all taken ill with dizziness, fainting, and other

symptoms of narcotic poisoning. It is supposed

that the birds had eaten some poisonous berries.

Dr. Henry W. Holmes, of Springfield,

Mass., was arraigned recently for neglecting to

report to the city authorities a small-pox case, as

required by law. The authorities have deter-

mined to stop the spread of the disease.

[ $3^* Readers of the Reporter are invited to

send us copies of local Newspapers, and similar

publications, from all parts of the country, which

contain matters of interest to the profession. They
will be thankfully received, and acknowledged

tinder " Communications received.'-}

Army and Navy News.

Army Changes.

By direction of the President, Brevet Briga-

dier-General R. S. Satterlee will remain on duty

as Chief Medical Purveyor in New York city,

and Brevet Brigadier-General Charles McDou-
gall will remain on duty in St. Louis as Assistant

Medical Purveyor.

Brevet Colonel James Simons, Surgeon, has

been relieved of duty as Medical Director of the

First Military District, and ordered to Baltimore,

where he will await orders.

Brevet Colonel John Moore, Surgeon, has

been relieved of duty in New York, and ordered

to report to the commanding officer of the First

Military District for assignment as Medical

Director.

[Notices inserted in this column gratis, and are solicited
from all parts of the country Obituary Notices and Resolu-
tions ofSocieties at ten cents per line, ten words to the line.]

MARRIED.

A sh—C ' meron—Feb. 25th, in Philadelphia, by the Rev.
W. B. 0. Wright, Mr. William MacGregor Ash and Miss
Alice Cameron, daughter of Dr. J. W. Cameron, of Blair
co., Pa.

Hoffman— Carter.— At the residence of the bride's
parents, March 4 by the Rev. .Tames Cunnineham, Rev.
L. B. Hoffman and Mi«s Mary R., daughter of R. C. Car-
ter, M.D., of Cherry Hill, Md.
Sears—Howrll.—March 10th, bv Rev. Arthur Harlow,

Dr. Geo. H. Sears and Carrie A., daughter of Edmund S.
Howell, all of Blooming Grove, N. Y.

DIED.

Bertolett.—On the 12th ult., of apoplexy, at Washinsr-
tonville. Columbiana co , Ohio, Mrs. Anna M., wife of D.
K. Bertolett, M. D., aged 62 years and 6 months.

Clark — At Montclair, N. .T., March 6, J. Henry Clark,
M. D.. late President of the B^sex County Medical Soci-
eity, in the 56th year of his age.

Hill—Jan 20th. in McKeesport, Pa., Dr. Wm. H. Hill,
in the 81st year of bis age.

Mack:.—Tn the triumph of the Christian's faith. Feb. 16,
Mr?. Sophronia Mack, wife of Dr. John Mack, of Shelby,
Ohio.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Br. W. S., ofPa—Banning's book costs $3.50. We do

not know about his agencies.

Br. T.M.O, of West Fa— Apply by letter to Messrs.

Codman & Shurtleff, Boston, Mass.

Br. F. P. S„ of N. J—Go by steamer or rail to New Or-

leans, and there take the Galveston boat. When there*

you can decide how best to prosecute the rest of your

journey.

Br. J. E. P., of Ala.—Treatment of OziEXA. We re-

commend you to try frequent douches and injections of a

dilute solution of permansanate of potash. Correct any

constitutional disorder. Prescribe a simple nutritive diet

and the best hygienic precautions. After a month, if no

improvement is manifest, resort to na*al injections of

dilute carbolic acid, quite weak, but frequent.

J. 8 C.,cf Md.—"I will mention a singular case of a
man in perfect heaUh, but who perspires only on one half
of his body. He is a blacksmith by trade, and I have
seen the perspiration standing in drops on the right side,

from his forfhead, along the bridge of his nose, and down
his face andboiy, while his left side remained compara-
tively dry. How can this be accounted for?"

Such cases are not rare. It depends upon an unequal

innervation of the two sides of the body, originating in

the cerebral lobes.

METEOROLOGY.

March, h 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7.

Wind

Weather.

Depth Rain--

N. W.
Clear-

N,
Cl'dy.

W.
Clear-

N.W.
Cl'dy.

N. W.
Clear-

N.
Cl'dy-
High
wind.
Snow-

N.W.
Cieai.

Thermometer.
Minimum
At 8, A. M
At 12, M
At 3, P. M
Mean

1°

20
27
28
19.

7°

22
33
40
25.50

20°

33
43
44
35.

25°

34
4t
42
35.50

7°

13
23
24
16.75

14°

23
28
28
22.75

10°

21
27
28
21.50

Barometer.
At 12. M 30. 29.7 30. 29.7 30.6 30. ' 30.6

Germantown, Pa. B. J. Lkedom.
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. HAZARD & CASWELL'S
PURE COD-LIVER OIL.

Prepared on the Sea-Shore of Cape ( od and Cape Ann, by Mr. CASWELL personally, from

Medical Profesfion as the f?wett-
est and I'ublst in the market.

It is made of fresh selected

livers, on the sen-coast, and can
be retained by the stomach wh»n
other kinds fail, so sweet and pare
is it. from the great care and skill

Bttendine its manufacture.
Prof. Paekek, of New York,

Bays: '* I haTe tried almost every
Other manufacturer's oil, and give
yours the decided preference/'

Prof. Hates, State Assayer of
Massachusetts, after a full analy-
sis of it. says; "It is the best lor

foreign rat domestic use."

After years of experimenting, the Medical Profession of Europe and America, who have carefully studied the effects of dif-

ferent Cod-Liver Oils, have unanimously decidpd the light, tlrauwuared Cod-Liver OH to 1* far superior to any of the brr/wn oils.

The nauseous and offensive character of the usual Cod-Liver Oil in Uhe is extremely prejudicial—more so than none at all;

so that an article fresh and pure is indispensable.
Sole Manufacturers and Proprietors, CASWELL. HAZARD A CO., under Fifth Avenue Hotel, New York City.

Fresh and Selected Livers.

The universal demand for an
article of Cod Liver Oil that could
be depended upon as strictly pcre
AND SCIENTIFICALLY PREPARED, hav-
ing been long felt by the Medical
Profession, we were induced to un-
dertake its manufacture at the
Fishing Stations, where the fi^h

are brought to land every few
hours, and the livers consequent-
ly are in great perfection. Its

manufacture is personally super-

intended by Mr. Caswell, and
every gallon made is closely scru-

tinized. This Oil is confidently

recommended to the Trade and

THE BEST THREE TONICS OF THE PHARMACOPOEIA,
IRON-PHOSPHORTJS-CALISAYA.

CASWELL, HAZARD & CO. also call the attention of the profession to the preparation of the above estimable Tonic c
. as

combined in their elegant and palatable

FERRO-PHOSPHORATED ELIXIR OF CALISAYA BARK,
a combination of the Pyrophosphate of Iron and Calisaya never before attained, in which the nauseous inkiness of the Iron and
stringency of the Calisaya are overcome, without any injurv to their active tonic principle, and blended into a BEAUTIFUL
AMBER-COLORED CORDIAL, delicious to the taste, and ac-e[.tab!e to the most delicate stomach.

A teaspoonful contains one grain of the Salt of Pyrophosphate of Iron, and a piDt of the mixture contains the virtue of ODe
ounce of Royal Calisaya Bark. The Profession are warn el against many imitations of the Ferro-Phoephorated Elixir of Cali-

eaya. made from very inferior materials.

Perro-Phosphorated Elixir of Calisaya Bark, with Strychnia.
This preparation contains one grain of Sulphate of Strychnia added to each pint of our Ferro-Phosphorated Elixir of Calisaya

Bark, greatly intensifying its tonic effects.

Perro-Phosphorated Elixir of Calisaya, with Sub-Carbonate of Bismuth.
This combination has now become exceedingly popular with the first physicians of the country, by whom it is 'efficiently and

successfully used in Gastralgia, Laborious Digestion, Acid Eructations, Nausea, Detiility. and Nervous Derangements. Each table-
spoonful contains eight grains Ammonio C.trate of Bismuth, four grains Pyrophosphate of Iron, and three-quarters grain of
(quinine in its natural state of combination.

CASWELL, HAZARD & CO., Successors to Caswell, Mack & Co.,

Family and Manufacturing C/umists.

627eow\ Newport, R. I., and cor. Twenty-fourth Street and Broadway, New York City.

MEDICAL INSTITUTE,
College Avenue (Chant Street).

ANATOMY. SURGERY.
Every arrangement has been made to aid students arid others in practising

DISSECTION, [SURGICAL OPERATIONS.

BANDAGING, DRESSING OP FRACTURES.

LECTURES.
MINOR SURGERY, OPERATIVE SURGERY,

REGIONAL ANATOMY.
App'y to H. LENOX HODGE, M. D„

629eow.2oa N. "W. corner Ninth, and Walnut Sts„

PHILADELPHIA.



THE

MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER.

PHILADELPHIA, MARCH 27, 1869. [Vol. XX.—No. 13.No. 630.]

Original Department.

Communications.

EPILEPSY CURED BY A BURN.

By M. Reece, M. D.,

Of Abirgdon, 111.

The following case, which occurred in my
practice, may be of some value in showing the

effects of a burn in epilepsy. I am induced to

record it from reading Dr. Pearson's article on
the subject, in the Reporter for Feb. 20th.

S. B., male, aged 12, was attacked with epi-

lepsy fiften months ago. He had a fit every day,

somewhat wild, but always losing consciousness.

Two months ago he was seized with a fit, and
fell against a hot stove, near which he was sit-

ting at the time. His father being in the room,

saw him when he touched the stove, and lifted

him from it immediately. The burn was on the

right side of the face, extending from the outer

canthus of the eye, over the temple and malar
bone. It was of the third degree. (Dupuytren.)

The patient was entirely unconscious when he

received the burn. From that day to this,

(March 5th,) he has* not had a fit, nor symp
toms of one.

For two weeks previous to the reception of the

burn, he had been using bromide of potassium

and sat. tr. cimicifuga in large doses. Under the

influence of these remedies, from having a fit

every day, he had but one every other day. He
used the bromide of potassium when he was first

attacked, without benefit.

Although too short a time has elapsed to pro_

nounce this case a cure, still I am of the opinion

that the relief so far obtained was brought about

by the burn.

The Bi-sulphide of Carboat.

We have several times called attention to this

curious substance. Recently in an English jour-

nal Dr. G. Kennion- speaks of it as a cure for

headache. He says: Its mode of application is

simple. A small quantity of the solution (about

two drachms) is poured upon cotton wool, with

which a small, wide-mouthed, glass stoppered

bottle is half filled. This, of course, absorbs the

fluid, and when the remedy has to be used, the

mouth of the bottle is to be applied closely (so

that none of the volatile vapor may escape) to

the temple, or behind the ear, or as near as pos-

sible to the seat of pain, and so held for from

three to five or six minutes. After it has been

applied for a minute or two a sensation is felt as

if several leeches were biting the part; and after

the lapse of two three or four minutes more, the

smarting and pain become rather severe, but

subside almost immediately after the removal of

the bottle. It is very seldom that any redness of

the skin is produced. The effect of this applica-

tion, as I have said, is generally immediate. It

may be re-applied, if necessary, three or four

times in the day.

The class of headaches in which this remedy

is chiefly useful is that which may be grouped

under the wide term of " nervous." Thus neu-

ralgic headache, periodic headache, hysterical

headache, and even many kinds of dyspeptic

headache, are relieved by it ; and although the

relief of a symptom is a very different affair, of

course, from the removal of its cause, yet one

who has wittnessed (and who ofushasnot seen?)

the agony and distress occasioned by severe and

repeated headache, but must rejoice in having

the power of affording relief in so prompt and

simple a manner.

As regards the modus operandi of this remedy,

it is difficult, perhaps, to form a certain opinion
;

but I am disposed to attribute it to the sedative

effect of the vapor of the bisulphide, absorbed

through the skin, and acting upon the superficial

nerves of the part to which it is applied. The

remarks of M. Delpech (Annates d' Hygiene,

January 1863,) point out very clearly the remark-

able prostration of the whole nervous system

produced in workmen who, in certain manufac-

tures, are exposed to the vapor arising from a

solution of the bisulphide of carbon • and we can

readily understand that a somewhat similar

effect, upon a small scale, may be produced by
the application of this vapor to a limited portion

of the surface.
I 239
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Medical Societies.

BALTIMORE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

Keported by J. W. P. Bates. M. D.

A new Modification of Sims' Speculum.

Dr. Erich presented a new modification of

Sims' speculum with the following remarks:

"That Sims' speculum is unequaled in the facility

it gives for exploration and treatment, is a fact

so well established and so generally acknow-

ledged by gynecologists, as to make it superfluous

to dilate upon it. The principal obstacle to its

introduction into general practice has been the

necessity of an assistant, in order to develope its

real value, and even when in the hands of the

most skilful assistant, especially during tedious

operations, it frequently becomes necessary for

the operator to put down his instruments, and

correct the position of the speculum with his

hands. This difficulty will be unavoidable so

long as the speculum requires an assistant to

support it, and consequently it is liable to be

moved independently of the patient's body, and

so long as the assistant's head cannot be in such

a situation as to enable him to see whether it is

in proper position or not. Considering the large

number of cases which can only be relieved by

the aid of this speculum and no other, and that

quite a number of patients cannot be induced to

submit to an exposure before a third person,

we need not be astonished at the numerous modi-

fications of this speculum presented to the pro-

fession during the comparatively short space of

time that has elapsed since the invention was

first published.

Although all of these contrivances are intended

to enable the practitioner to use it without an

assistant, not one of them can be claimed to be

equal to Sims' unmodified instrument in the

hands of a skilful assistant. All who have been

obliged to perform an operation upon the inte-

rior surface of the uterus, requiring any length

of time will agree with me when I say that an

assistant is at best a necessary evil, and any con-

trivance which will secure the speculum to the

patient's body in such a manner as to produce

the same exposure of the interior of the vagina,

and permit equal access to the uterus without the

aid of an assistant, cannot fail of being acceptable

to the physician as well as the patient.

Being convinced that a want for such a modifi-

cation really existed, and that none of those pub-

lished had fully supplied it, I proceeded to

analyze the motions produced by the assistant's

hand, after the speculum had been introduced,

and found that they were only two, viz., a draw-

ing of the perineum backward and a little

upward, and that they could be very easily imi-

tated by levers. The principal point to be con-

sidered was where to place the fulcrum, and

from what point the necessary point was to be

exerted. The internal surface of the inferior

edge of the pubes being the point against which

most specula exert the required force was re-

jected, because it will not bear in young and

muscular subjects the required amount of pres-

sure. After considering several other places

that might be chosen, it was determined to place

it on the posterior surface of the sacrum, and

make extension from the left shoulder by means

of a strap. Without detaining you with a de-

scription of the successes and failures met with

during a long series of experiments, I shall con-

fine myself to giving merely the results.

It is an instrument that will do all that an as-

sistant can do with the unmodified speculum,

without getting fatigued, as he will, and it is sure

to follow all the motions of the patient, without

losing its relative position to her body. It will

remain in its position whether the woman is

walking, standing, kneeling, or in the left lateral

semi-prone position, and at the same time it will

securely keep the garments of the patient out of

the operator's way."

Dr. Erich exhibited his modification to the

members of the Bal'imore Medical Association,

and upon illustrating its use upon a patient

present for that purpose, the members generally

expressed themselves as being highly pleased

with it. It can be manufactured and furnished

to the profession, by instrument makers of this

city, at a cost of fifteen dollars. The accompany-

ing figures will explain it better than any de-

scription can do.

Fig. 1 represents the speculum as used with

the patient upon her knees. (A) The ascending

lever, measuring six and a-half inches from the

joint to the top of the buckle. (B) The descend-

ing lever. (C) A movable joint by means of

which the speculum is secured to the descending

lever. It is provided with a screw for the pur-

pose of adjusting the angle of the speculum after

its introduction into the vagina. (D) The

fulcrum consisting of a round plate resting

upon the sacrum. (E) The strap by means of

which extension is made from the left shoulder.

(F) The spring buckle which siezes and holds

the strap at any degree of tension.
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Fig. 1. and others of different sizes substituted. (F)

Screw for adjusting the angle of the speculum.

(G) A small speculum. (H) A larger one (I)

a still larger one provided with a fenestrum for

operations for recto-vaginal fistula and other

affections of the posterior wall. (K) A plate fitting

over and closing the fenesnum.

Fig. 4. The speculum, lever and strap, in the

position occupied by them in fig. 1, without the

patient's body. (G) A speculum with a depres-

sor attached,which having a sliding as well as a

circular motion, may be secured in any suitable

position by tightening the screw. The depressor

can be removed and used as an ordinary one by

the hand.

Fig. 2.

Fig. 3.

Fig. 2. Represents the patient in the left

lateral semi-prone position, and shows more dis-

tinctly the position of the strap. (A) The strap

passes under the right axilla. (B) It passes here

over the left shoulder. (C) The ascending lever.

(D) The buckle. (E) The fulcrum plate.

Fig. 3. (A) The spring buckle. (B) The

ascending lever folded upon (C) the descending

lever. (D) The fulcrum plate. (E) A screw by

means of which the speculum can be detached,

Fig. 4.
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Editorial Department.

Periscope.

On Going to Sleep.

The Brit. Med. Journal remarks that an inter-

esting little book has just been published by Mr.

Charles H. Moore, On Going to Sleep, in which

he endeavors, and we think with some success,

to advance our knowledge of this interesting and

mysterious state. Mr. Durham had concluded

that " whatever increases the activity of the cere-

bral circulation tends to preserve wakefulness;

and whatever decreases the activity of the cere-

bral circulation, and at the same time is not in-

consistent with the general health of the body,

tends to induce and favor sleep." But, as Mr.

Moore remarks, we are only too apt to overlook

the fact that sleep "is an abrupt change of state;"

and we are usually too content to attribute its

accession to some general cause, such as "weari-

ness" of body or mind. This may facilitate our

repose, and be a predisposing cause; but it cer-

tainly cannot of itself produce it. He says:

"Sleep is not a mere continuation, a gradual

deepening of weariness. Some persons, when

by no means weary, can sleep almost at will ; and

when unquestionably weary, can resist the dis-

position to sleep. . . . The mechanism of sleep

must be something more specific than a sense of

weariness." Admitting that sleep is attended

by a gradual diminution of blood in the brain,

Mr. Moore thinks that this diminution, which is

the immediate cause of sleep, is occasioned by a

contraction of the arterial trunks at the base of

the brain, and of the blood vessels of the pia

mater, under the influence of a stimulus origi-

nating from the ganglia of the sympathetic sys-

tem. But he does not think that the contraction

extends to the intra-cerebral vessels or to the

ultimate ramifications of the carotid and subcla-

vian arteries in the substance of the various parts

of the brain; because, as he says (on what au-

thority we know not) these intra-cerebral twigs

are devoid of nerves; and also because, as he in-

timates, they do not possess muscular walls. This

last inference is somewhat surprising, and yet it

may be legitimately drawn from what Mr. Moore
has said. After attempting to show why it is

not probable that contraction of the intra-cere-

bral twigs should take place, he comes to the

conclusion that the contraction of the arteries

producing sleep extends as far as those vessels

have muscular ivaUs."" If this were the case, then.

j

juding from our own observation, the contraction

of the vessels would certainly extend far on into

the brain-substance.

The regulation of the calibre of arteries gene-

rally, as we are now well aware, after the experi-

mental inquiries of Bernard and others, is under

the control of the ganglionic or sympathetic sys-

tem of nerves. The carotids are known to be

embraced by a large number of nerves proceed-

ing from the first great ganglion of the neck;

whilst the vertebrals receive their nerve supply,

but in smaller quantity, from the second and

third cervical ganglia; though, if the experi-

ments of Dr. Nothnagel (Virchow's Archiv, Bd.

41, 1867) be confirmed, we shall have to con-

clude that other additional filaments to the caro-

tid plexus are supplied by offsets from some of

the cranial nerves. It is, therefore, almost cer-

tain that the arteries of the brain, like those of

other organs, are mainly under the dominion of

the sympathetic ganglia; and we do not feel the

difficulties which, Mr. Moore seems to think,

stand in the way of the acceptance of such a

doctrine. He says it seems to attribute to the

sympathetic ganglia " a certain discretion, some

faculty of thought, or at least a power of select-

ing the moment and the method of overpowering

the brain;" and this ascription to them of a kind

of independent power of superseding the cerebral

functions, he seems to think, "teaches the inner-

most difficulty of accounting for the onset of

sleep." But this supposed difficulty seems attrib-

utable to the fact that Mr. Moore appears to

think the force causing the arteries to contract

must either emanate spontaneously, as though

by a species of volition, from the cervical gan-

glia; or else must be derived ultimately from

some portion of the central nervous sjstem (such

as the medulla) which does not sleep. But most

of these difficulties vanish, if we suppose some

such interpendence as this to exist—namely, that

the brain exercises a kind of repressive or inhibi-

tory influence upon the cervical ganglia, so that,

in the ordinary conditions of wakefulness, a ton : c

state of contraction merely is maintained in the

arteries. But brain energy has a controlling in-

fluence over other lower nerve centres, as physi-

ologists have abundantly demonstrated; and in

this particular case we may suppose that, just as

the brain-power diminishes, or, in other words,

as the fatigue increases, so is the pressure taken

off from the sympathetic ganglia, so that they

tend to assume that condition in which they are

enabled freely to generate, or at all events dis-

charge force adequate to bring about the contrac-

tion of those cerebral arteries which is necessary
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for the production of sleep. The contraction so

caused, entailing as it does a still further dimi-

nution of brain-force, gives rise to conditions

still more favorable for the spontaneous and con-

tinuous outpouring of force from the cervical

ganglia; so that the condition of sleep contin-

ues, and is rendered sounder than at its time of

onset. Nutritive restoration going on through-

out the brain during sleep, whilst the expendi-

ture from functional activity being slight, at last

we may imagine a degree of tension existing in

the nerve-elements of the brain which, from some

slight determining cause, leads to an overflowing

stimulus upon those portions of the sympathetic

ganglia concerned in the production of sleep,

sufficient to curtail the amount of energy ema-

nating from them. This leads to a re-dilatation

of the cerebral vessels to those dimensions which

coincide with the state of wakefulness. Some
such correlation or interdependence, we think,

must exist between the brain and the parts of

the sympathetic ganglia concerned in the pro-

duction of sleep. It is well known that persons

of active and excitable temperaments are not the

greatest sleepers; but, on the contrary we meet

with these amongst children (whose power of

attention is soon exhausted), amongst very old

people, and persons of dull, sluggish intellects.

These facts are harmonious enough with the

view we have just been enunciating—a view

which Mr. Moore might have advanced more
clearly and decidedly than he has done; for, in

spite of the difficulty before alluded to, he does

seem to have drifted into some such doctrine as

this in his il Summary," (p. 30.)

It has as yet only been actually demonstrated

that contraction takes place during sleep in the

branches of the carotid arteries; and it is at pre-

sent, therefore, only a matter of presumption

that a similar condition exists in the branches of

the vertebral and basilar arteries. Mr. Moore,

however, concludes that " the vertebrals contract

less vigorously and less completely than the ca-

rotids, and that the sleep of the posterior [and

inferior] parts of the brain is consequently less

profound than that of the anterior;" though it

appears to us that a consideration of the state of

the mind during sleep and dreaming would lead

rather to the very opposite conclusion. He says

that filaments from the sympathetic plexuses do

not extend so far along the branches of the

vertebrals as they do along those of the caro-

tids; and therefore he is disposed to think that

the sleep of the parts of the brain which they

supply is procured rather by the contraction of

the main trunks, than by that of their offsets.

But, we would ask, how is it possible for the

main trunks to contract when they have under-

gone that extreme degree of calcification and

thickening which we not unfrequently see in old

people, whose ability to sleep has, however, suf-

fered no corresponding diminution? We think

that Mr, Moore places too much weight upon the

contraction of the main vessels, and is by no

means sufficiently disposed to admit the possi-

bility of the contraction of those smallest arteries

within the brain substance, upon the alteration

of whose calibre Girondeau (De la Circulation

Cerebrate hitime dans ses Rapports avec le Som-

meil, Paris, 1868) perhaps lays even too great a

stress. From the various mental states, however,

during sleep, as evidenced by different kinds of

dreams and somnambulistic conditions, it would

seem probable that there are local ganglionic

centres throughout the brain presiding over com-

paratively limited vascular territories; so, thht

some portions of brain might be in a condi-

tion of subdued activity, whilst others supplied

by the same main artery were in a state of sleep.

All this, however, is mere conjecture.

Glycerate of Tar.

The excellent effects of tar in skin diseases

leads us to call attention to the elegant prepara-

tion called glycerate of tar. Its preparation is

thus described by Mr. J. B. Moore, in the Am.
Jour, of Pharmacy,

Glycerine seems to be a good solvent of the

medicinal properties of tar, and possessing de-

mulcent, alterative and nutrient properties, serves

as a valuable adjunct to the latter therapeuti-

cally.

I will now present the formula which I have

adopted, after repeated trials, as the most desir-

able for the manufacture of this preparation:

R. Picis Liquidae (strained), £j. troy.

Magnesias carb. (rubbed to

powder on a sieve), .^iij.
u

Alcoholis, f^ij-

Glycerin, f-^rv.

Aquae, quantum sufficit.

Mix the alcohol and glycerine with ten fluid

ounces of water. Rub the tar in a mortar, first

with the carb. magnesia gradually added, until a

smooth pulverulent mixture is obtained; then

gradually add, in small portions at a time, with

thorough trituration continued for fifteen or

twenty minutes, six fluid-ounces of the mixture

of alcohol, glycerine and water, and strain, with

strong expression; return the residue to the

mortar, and repeat the trituration as before, with

five fluid-ounces more of the same liquid, and

express
;
again treat the dregs in same manner
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with the remainder of the menstruum, and after

expression reduce the residue hy trituration to a

uniform condition, and finally pack firmly in a

glass funnel prepared for percolation, and pour

upon it the expressed liquors, previously mixed,

and when the mixture has all passed from the

surface, continue the precolation with water

until one pint of liquid has heen obtained.

When first prepared the tl Glycerate'' is of a

beautiful rich reddish-brown color. After a

short time it loses, in a measure, its transpa-

rency in consequence of a separation of inert

pitchy matter. But its pristine beauty may be

easily restored by filtration, which is accom-

plished in a few minutes, as it passes the filter

very rapidly. This deposit of resinous mattor

continues for a considerable lapse of time, but

does not diminish or impair in the Brightest

degree the medicinal virtues of the preparation,

bat simply temporarily mars its beauty.

It possesses in a high degree all the sensible

properties of tar. In this they are more strongly

marked than in any preparation of tar, excepting

the tincture, I have seen.

In conjunction with the fluid extract of wild-

cherry bark, acetate, or syr. squills, syrups of

sanguinaria, lactucarium, etc., in varied propor-

tions to suit the views of the prescriber, it will

form elegant and palatable combinations, which

will be found peculiarly adapted to the treatment

of chronic coughs, and the various diseases of the

pulmonary organs.

Each fluid-ounce of the glycerate, if the process

has been carefully managed, will represent about

thirty grains of tar, the dose of which is from

a dessert to a tablespoonful.

The glycerate may be made, and I think

almost equally well, without alcohol, by replacing

that liquid with glycerine. When made in this

way, the preparation deposits less resinous matter,

as glycerine takes up less of that substance, yet

the odor and taste of the tar is nearly as strong

as when alcohol is employed in its manufacture.

Tetanus Treated by Calabar Bean.

In the Clinical Society of London, on Friday,

Feb. 26th, 1869, Mr. Holthouse related two cases

of traumatic tetanus in which the Calabar bean
eztract was given in largerdoses than had hitherto

been considered compatible with safety, viz., three

grains every two hours, and on one occasion as

much as four grains and a half in a single dose.

The first case, in which the large doses were
given, recovered. The second, which was of a

more acute character, died on the fourth day of

the seizure, notwithstanding the physo^h'/ma

had been given from the very first acession of

the symptoms in grain and a half doues every

hour, and the patient was for the greater part of

the time fully under its influence. He remarked

that, with our present knowledge of the pathology

of tetanus, a successful issue could scarcely be

looked for in those cas<»s in which the peripheral

nerves were deeply implicated. unless they could

be acted on simultaneously with the cord. The

Calabar bean diminished the excitability of the

latter and of the motor nerves, but did not affect

the sensory nerves; we wanted a remedy which

would act similarly on these, and possibly opium,

from its known paralyzing effect on the nerves,

might do this. The chief points of interest in

the fatal case, in which the knee-joint was laid

open by a large lacerated wound, were the almost

entire absence of constitutional symptoms till

the accession of the tetanus, and the absolute

immunity from painful cramps which constitute

so striking a feature of the disease.

Mr. Bryant referred to a case in which he

thought that the fatal result was due to the in-

fluence of the Calabar bean. He thought very

ill of treatment in acute tetanus, but drew atten-

tion to the possible utility of tracheotomy as pre-

ventable of the risk of death from spasm of the

glottis.

Mr. Maunder in two cases failed to gain any-

thing from the use of the Calabar bean : he had

found more help from opium. Tetanus did not,

he considered, especially attack the larynx, and

he doubted if much good would come from tra-

cheotomy, although it was an operation he thought

deserving of a trial.

In reply, Mr. Holthouse observed that in te-

tanus patients either died of suffocation during a

paroxysm or they died of exhaustion. If this

suffocation was from spasm of the glottis, then

opening the trachea would undoubtedly prevent

death from that cause, but it was equally probr-

ble that death during the paroxysm arose from

spasm of the diaphragm, and possibly of all the

respiratory nyjscles. The symptoms which Mr.

Bryant had detailed as occurring in his case

were those which always precede death from ex-

haustion. Mr. Holthouse did not believe that

the Calabar bean had anything to do with the

death.

Mr. Callender referred to cases of tetanus

treated by Mr. Wormald by active aperients, and

to the good results which were thus obtained in

many instances.
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THE DRUG BILL.
The notorious and scandalous adulteration of

dru.es has long been known even to the public.

Recently a bill was introduced in the Pennsylva-
nia Senate to check if possible this great evil.

The bill was entitled "An act to prevent adultera-

tion in drugs, and medicinal preparations, and to

provide for the appointment of an inspector of
drugs." It had its origin in the "Medical
Society of the State of Pennsylvania," which, at

its last session at Harrisburg, in June, 1868,
passed unanimously a resolution to memoralize
the Legislature to make a law to prevent adultera-

tion in drugs and to create the office of drug in-

spector. The committee appointed to carry out
the object of the resolution was composed of Drs.
Cfmmiskey, Nebinger, and Bolles, of this city.

These gentlemen memorialized the Legislature
and framed the drug »act, which was given to

Senator Connell to present. This gentleman
courteously presented it to the Senate, and (for

reasons which he has not yet imparted to the
committee) then killed it in the Judiciary Com-
mittee. After having seen the bill effectually

disposed of, he wrote to the committee stating

that the opposition to it was too great to allow it

to pass.

A substitute has been since offered in the
House by Mr. Rogers. It provides that it shall
be a misdemeanor, with a penalty not exceeding
one thousand dollars and the costs of prosecu-
tion, for any one to adulterate drugs or medicines,
or to sell or use them in the manufacture of
medicinal preparations. To obviate the necessity
for an inspector of drugs, it is provided that any
resident physican, being a graduate of medicine
and pharmacy, may complain under oath or
affirmation, before any alderman or justice of the
peace, that there are reasonable grounds for

belief that impure drugs are being sold, and on
such complaint a search warrant shall issue, and
in case of conviction the impure, inert, or adul-

terated drugs or medicinal preparations shall be

destroyed by order of the court.

There is no likelihood that this will pass. The
druggists are bitterly opposed to any bill which

will disclose their nefarious operations. As one

of the daily papers of our city very justly says,

the indignation excited at this bill, the terrible

buffet it met with, the hasty silence it received,

arouse the suspicion of guilt. It scarcely needed

the contents of the memorial to convince one that

immense frauds are being perpetrated upon the

people by druggists. They have foolishly con-

fessed the charge. They have framed their own
indictment. Had they said to the physicians,

"We will go heart and hand with you in this

your initial step to procure health-giving medi-

cines," then would suspicion have been turned

aside and a merited end been speedily reached.

But as it is, the case is against them. And this

will the quicker draw upon them the fate they

wish to avoid. It will only serve to make con-

spicuous a fraud which otherwise might have been

concealed. It will invite investigatiou, and will

eventuate in the appointment of an inspector in

spite of them. Their opiates cannot put justice

in a perpetual sleep. And, what is more, the

penalties for tampering with ingredients will in-

crease in severity just as the disposition is mani-

fested to cover up illicit trade. To impose upon

the shrewd and active well man is bad, but to

gather wealth by swindling a sick and helpless

one is infinitely worse.

ADULTERATION OP FOOD AND DRUGS.
The Public Ledger, of this city, remarks, con-

cerning the scandalous falsification of drugs and

groceries so prevalent now, that it is difficult

to point out an effective remedy. The plan of

employing inspectors has been tried in some

cases, but with us it has failed, because the in-

spectorships go into the hands of mere politicians

without fitness for the places. They consider

such offices mere party sinecures, invented for

the object of giving them salaries and emolu-

ments, and too often pervert them into mere

money-making machines, regardless of the pub-

lic good and the real purposes of the law. As a

rule, the law goes far enough when it makes

adulterations of food, medicines, etc., penal of-

fences, and provides simple and effective reme-

dies by which the penalties may be sued out and

the offenders exposed. There is then full means

for public protection, and it rests with the public
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to see that the laws are executed. A few vigor-

ous prosecutions reported in the newspapers

would soon produce a wholesome reform. Dis-

honest dealers cannot stand such exposures.

CASES OF ALLEGED MALPRACTICE.

These always have an interest to every prac-

tising physician. That of Dr. Ripley, of Wash-

ington, was concluded a few weeks ago. Dr. R.

had prescribed ten grains of morphia, in six

powders, and the patient died. Judge Fisher

charged the jury. He said that a mere error of

judgment should not be punished, for all are

liable to err. If he gave medicine for the pur-

pose of relieving the patient, and by mistake

prescribed an excessive dose, he is not guilty of

manslaughter. If there was wilful rashness;

if he cared not whether the medicine killed or

cured, it would be different from a case where

the medicine is administered with honest inten-

tions. It had been testified that this was one of

prescriptions which it was designed should not

be administered after relief was had, and that

deceased was relieved by the first dose. The
physician was not responsible for the adminis-

tration of the second dose, and they should

acquit him. The jury after a short absence re-

turned a verdict of not guilty.

Another recent case occurred at Cleveland, 0.

On the 20th of February, 1864, William Rich-

ardson, a married man, with several children, a

painter by trade, employed as foreman of the

paint shop of Morrell & Bowers' car manufac-

tory in Cleveland, jumped from a carriage in

which he was riding with a companion, the horse

being then in the act of running away, and

striking on his right foot on the frozen ground,

suffered fracture of the fibula, or smaller bone of

the leg, about an inch and a half above the ar-

ticular surface of the ankle, and a dislocation,

more or less complete, of the tibia, or large bone

of the leg. This accident occurred late on a

Saturday night, and the defendant, then a prac-

ticing physician and surgeon, was called at once,

arriving at Richardson's house within an hour
and a half of the time of the accident. He found

Richardson lying on the floor, where he had fallen

from a lounge on which he had been laid when
brought in. Defendant dressed the leg, put it in

Day's splints, had the patient removed to a bed,

and left. On the several days immediately fol-

lowing, defendant visited the patient with sev-

eral other physicians and surgeons, and within

a week removed the splints from the leg, put it

in a fracture box, and treated the patient for

approaching delirium tremens. This treatment

was continued about two weeks, and shortly after

defendant advised the patient that good surgery

required the amputation of the in j urged leg.

The patient refused peremptorily to submit to

this, and was then told by defendant that he

would try and make an anchylosis, or stiff joint,

and save the leg, but that it might be necessary

to amputate the leg at last. Defendant then

treated the leg to secure such a joint, until some

time the following summer, when the patient

was able to walk about on crutches, and finally,

in August, to walk with a cane. In June

or July, defendant ceased to treat the case. In

February of the following year, or one year from

the time of the accident, Dr. Eltsiia Sterling

amputated the injured leg. The amputated

bones of the leg were prepared for preservation,

and were produced in court. The fibula appears,

fractured as above stated, with the lower end in

a position at a right angle with the other part,

and the two parts finally united by bony process,

and the lower end also firmly united in the same

way with the astragalus or ancle bone. The

tibia appears, completely dislocated from its

proper position on the astragalus, and thrust

downward on the inner side of the foot. The effect

of this was to turn the sole of the foot outward

and upward. The astragalus appears diseased

and softened. This was the state of facts when

Richardson brought suit and claimed damages in

the sum of S10.000. Some time in 1868, however,

Richardson died, the suit never having come to

trial, and it now comes by the administrator on

his estate. Plaintiff claimed that the fracture

and dislocation of the bones of the leg were

never properly reduced by the defendant as it

was his duty to reduce them; that he failed to

keep them reduced as he should have done; and

that he neglected to amputate the leg at the time

when good surgery required that it should have

been amputated. Defendant replied that the

fracture and dislocation were properly reduced;

that he kept them so until the approach of deli-

rum tremens made it impossible to do so; that

he fully advised the patient of the necessity for

amputation, and warned him that if he refused

to submit to amputation he must take the risks

on himself, and that he did agree so to take the

risks and responsibility; that the physical con-

dition of the patient, the result of his intemper-

ate habits, and the premonitions of delirium

tremens, which came upon him soon after the

accident, were effectual and insurmountable ob-

stacles to a speedy recovery, and greatly dimin-

ished the chances of any recovery at all; and,
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required of him byfinally, that defendant did

good surgery in the case.

The case turned mainly upon the question of

what was good surgery under the circumstances

there being but little dispute as to the facts

There was, indeed, testimony on both sides as to

the intemperate habits of Richardson.

The plaintiff called as experts Drs. Proctor

Thayer, Elisha Sterling, W. H. Capener, R. S

Strong, W. B. Rezner, John Bennett, and G
C. E. Weber—all of the regular school of

medicine, and of long experience in the city

These witnesses testified that the injury to Rich

ardson's leg was not an unusual one, and that in

such cases, provided there are no extraordinary

obstacles, the promise is always of complete re

eovery, with motion retained in the joint. That
it is not a difficult matter for a surgeon of ordi

nary skill and care to replace such dislocated

bones, and to determine by manipulation when
they are so replaced. Orie or two of them, who
were asked the question, said that the simple

lifting of the injured leg, as described by Mrs
Richardson, on one or two occasions, would not

be a serious interference to speedy recovery. Dr.

Thayer testified that in a case of this kind in-

flammation will not irritate the muscles suffi-

ciently to draw the tibia entirely out of its place

unaided by any other circumstance or force.

Drs. Weber and Strong said that Day's splints,

properly fitting, could not be put on if the dislo-

cation had not been reduced. The same witness

also said that such splints must be taken off

when great inflammation had set in. Drs. Strong
and Weber also said the injury in this case was
a severe one, and the latter testified that the

excessive use of liquor always impairs reparatory

powers. Dr. Thayer said positively, that the

union of the broken bone as shown in court, was
a healthy union, and must have taken place soon

after the accident, or not far from the usual

time. Other witnesses also testified that the

bony union was a strong one, and did not indi-

cate such vitiation and prostration of the repara
tory functions as would seriously interfere with
recovery. Dr. Weber said that inflammation
alone might displace the bones after setting.

The witnesses generally agreed that if inflamma
tion set in splints must be removed; that then it

would be good surgery to put the limb in a frac-

ture box; that to save the leg by making an
aschylose joint, the effort should be to keep it
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cine. Drs. Eddy (deposition) and Schneieer

testified that the day after the accident the leg

was properly dressed, fracture and dislocation

reduced. Also, that symptoms of delirium tre-

mens soon manifested themselves; violent in-

flammation of the ankle, and finally gangrene

showed itself. That the treatment was in ac-

cordance with the rules of good surgery through-

out; that the splints would not be kept on be-

cause of inflammation, and that the muscular

disturbance was so great as to seriously interfere

with the progress of the cure. Except as to the

latter fact, of which they had no personal know-

ledge, the other witnesses for the defendant sub-

stantiated these statements.

The case was argued at length, and went to

the jury at half past three o'clock. Soon after

four o'clock the jury came in with a verdict for

plaintiff for $3,333.

still.

Defendant called, as experts, Drs. D. H. Beck-
with, N. Schneider, H. F. Biggar, and T. P.
Wilson—all of the homoeopathic school of medi-

VITAL STATISTICS OF MICHIGAN.

Pursuant to the requirements of an act passed

by the Legislature of Michigan in 1867, provid-

ing for the registration of births, marriages, and

deaths, the Secretary of State has a report of

those statistics (so far as could be obtained) for

the year ending April 5th, 1868.

The whole number of names registered during

theyear ending April 5th, 1868, (including births,

marriages, and deaths,) as returned by the vari-

ous county clerks, is 37,000. Nineteen thousand

five hundred and forty-four children were born,

10,177 of whom were males, and 9,367 were fe-

males. Five thousand seven hundred and three

couples were married. Of this number, 3293

were marriages of those native born; 695 were

foreigners; 692 were marriages in which one

party was a foreigner, and 1023 marriages were

reported with the nativity of the parties un-

known.

The whole number of deaths is 6250, of which

3331 were males, and 2919 were females.

There were in all 226 cases of twin births, of

which children 223 were males, and and 229 were

females; the proportion of twin children to those

of single birth being as 1 to 4o\.

Among those who died at extraordinary ad-

vanced ages were Jacob Poland, of Bridgham-

ton, Santiac county, aged 104; Susanna Dubois,

Port Huron, 103; Catharine B. Kimball, Frank-

lin, Lenawee county, 100; Roswell Raymond, of

Marathon, Lapeer county, John McWilliams, of

Flint, and John Warner, of Brooklyn, Jackson

county, each died at the age of 99.

Consumption, typhoid fever, pneumonia, dys-

entery, old age, dropsy, heart disease, casualty,
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intermittent fever, and brain disease were the
ten predominating causes of death.

It is a surprising fact, that of the whole num-
ber of deaths reported from all causes, more than
one-third were those of children under five years
of age. This seems to show that even in country
districts, *«ia« l - imi

'
*>*"'»

in cities.

similar mortality of infants prevails as

Notes and Comments.

THERAPEUTICAL BULLETIN.*
Compiled by Quo. H. Nafheys, M. D.

No. 6.

This column will contain each week a collection of the
Reopps, remarkable for their novelty and elegance, now
in use by prominent practitioners, as recommended by
them in recent lectures at College and Hospital Clinics,
and at meetings of Medical Societies, in newly published
monographs and systematic treatises and in the current
medical periodicals of this country and Europe. It will
include formulas for hypodermic injections, for inhala-
tions, for rectal and vaginal suppositories, for ointments,
lotions, collyria, etc., etc.

The selection will be such that each prescription will
commend itself, both by its intrinsic merit,, and by the
author'ty of the name of the phy-ician by whom origi-
nated or employed. It is desiened to give only the latest
and b st approved therapeutical expressions of the pro-
fession—to afford a periscope of the remedial measures
resorted to by eminent living physicians.

.
11 is P^P^sed, hereafter, to classify these formulas, and

issue them in book form.

It is not to be understood that the recipes al-

ready published are all that are to be given upon
the therapeutical subjects treated of. For the
purpose ef securing greater variety, a new topic
is, for the present, introduced in each week's
bulletin, which will be continued in future,

though not consecutive, numbers. This week's
space will be occupied by some of the formula
employed as

Expectorants in Bronchitis and Phthisis.

Dr. J. M. Da Costa.

R. Morphias acetatis, gr. ij.

Potassii cyanidi, £r-j-
Acidi acetici, f.^j.

Est. pruni virginianas fL,

Misturas acacias, aa f.^ij. M.
A teaspoonful four or six times a day, as a

sedative mixture for the cough of phthisis.

Dr. James Copland.
R. Liq. ammonias acetatis, f.%].

Spt astheris nitrosi, f-k'ij-
Vini antimonii, f ^ijss.
Misturas amygdalae, ad f.gviij. M.

* Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year
1869, by Gro. H. Naphrys. M.D , in the Clerk's office of
the District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylva-
nia.

N. B. This copyright is not intended to prevent medi-
cal journals publishing these articles, but only their be-
ing issued in book form.

One or two tablespoonfuls every third or fourth

hour, in the treatment of primary or simple bron-

chitis. The bowels should be moderately opened

by a small dose of calomel or blue pill, with an-

timonial powder at night, and a gentle aperient

in the morning. If the patient be aged, delicate,

or vitally depressed, the antimony may be omit-

ted from the prescription, and a proportion of

the infusion of cinchona, or of the decoction of

senega added. The dose of the antimony may,

of course, be increased if indicated. When the

fever is considerable, or the pitient complains of

soreness or pain in the chest, a mustard poultice

may be applied over the sternum, or the follow-

ing terebinthinate embrocation employed.

R. Linimenti saponis,
B terebinthinae, iia. P.JisA.

Olei olivae, f-3 v 'j-

Olei cajuputi, f^j. M.

This embrocation, having been well shaken,

should be sprinkled on two or three folds of flan-

nel, or on spongeo-piline, and placed either over

the thorax or between the shoulders.

Dr. E. Headlam Greenhow.

R. Tini ipecacuanhas

Acidi nitro-muriatici dil., aa ll\x.

Tr. hyoscyami, Ttyxx.

Tr. gentiani compositae, f.^ss.

Aquae, ad f ^ij.

For one dose.

To be taken in water three times a day, in

chronic bronchitis. In almost all cases of chronic

bronchitis a time arrives when expectorants cease

to be useful. The expectoration has become of

the nature of an habitual flow from the bron-

chial membrane. Treatment of a tonic charac-

ter is then required. In these cases Dr. Green-

how has long been accustomed to prescribe with

great advantage the mineral acids, especially

the nitro-muriatic, in combination with a vege-

table bitter, as above. In chronic cases attended

by very copious expectoration, he adds to each

dose of the above mixture twenty minims of the

tincture of larch, which has the effect not only

of lessening the expectoration, and with it the

cough and dyspnoea, but also apparently of re-

storing the debilitated membrane to a more

healthy tone, and of rendering patients less lia-

ble to catarrhal attacks at every change of the

weather or season.

Inhalation.

Dr. John Forsyth Meigs.

R. Acidi carbolici fluidi, TH^x.—xv.

Aquas, Oss.

To be placed in an ordinary inhaling bottle,

and used three or four times a day, in bronchial

1
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catarrh, offensive secretions from bronchial tubes,

etc.

Prof. J. Lewis Smith.

R. Spts. setheris nUrosi, f.£j.

Syrupi ipecacuanha,
Olei ricini, aa f ^ij.

Syrupi tolutani, f-3v 'j« M.

One teaspoonful, in primary bronchitis, for an

infant one year old, every two or four hours.

Another eligible formula is the following:

B. Syrupi ipecacuanhse, fgij.

Potassse acetatis, gr. xvj—£ss.

Aquae anisi, f.gxiv. M.

Dose—one teaspoonful for an infant of six

months. If there is decided febrile action, tinc-

ture of digitalis, one or two drops, according to

the age, may be added to each teaspoonful.

In the majority of cases of infantile bronchitis

this mode of treatment is preferred by Dr. Smith

for the first few days, after which, if further medi-

cation is required, more sustaining or even stimu-

lating medicines are proper.

For children over the age of three years, if the

previous health has been good, and the bronchitis

is primary, aconite or veratrum viride is often

useful in the first stage of the inflammation. The

following is a recipe for a child of five years.

R. Tr. veratri viridi, gtt. xij.

Syrupi scillse comp., f £ij.

Syrupi tolutani. f.gxiv. M.

One teaspoonful every two or four hours; the

medicine to be omitted or given at a longer inter-

vals if the frequency of the pulse is reduced. The

effect of cardiac sedatives should be carefully

watched. In general they should be adminis-

tered only during the first three to five days.

But if the child is robust, with full and strong

. pulse, they may be continued longer.

As the active inflammation begins to abate,

simple expectorant mixtures may be given, as

syrup of squills or ipecacuanha, in spiritus min-

dereri. At this stage of bronchitis in children,

it is often best to commence the use of stimulat-

ing expectorants, and they are required in nearly

all cases of advanced bronchitis. A favorite pre-

scription with Dr. Smith is the following,

R. Ammonias carbonatis, gr. xvj—xxiv,

Tincturae sanguinarise, gtt. xxiv.
Syrupi senegae, f-^ij-

Extracti glycyrrhizae, gss.

Aquas, f.^xiv. M.

Dose—-one teaspoonful every three or four

hours to a child of two years. If there is much
restlesness, Dover's powder, paregoric, or syrup

of poppies should be given with this mixture, or

separately.
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AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
The Twentieth Annual Session will be held in

New Orleans, La., May 4, 1869, at 11 A.M.

The Great Southern Mail Route will carry

delegates to New Orleans and return, by excur-

sion Tickets, from New York, for $70. Tickets

must be bought in New York, at 229 Broadway.
Time, 84 hours.

Excursion tickets from Philadelphia by the

same route, via the Philadelphia, Wilmington
and Baltimore Railroad, to New Orleans, will be
sold only by the Permanent Secretary, for $66.
Time, 80 hours. Those desiring to go by this

route must notify the Permanent Secretary im-
mediately. Permission is given to stop at any
point, and resume at pleasure.

The East Tennessee and Georgia, and East
Tennessee and Virginia Railroads, will issue ex-

cursion tickets at half fare over their roads,

The Mobile and Ohio, the Louisville and Nash-
ville, and Memphis and Louisville, the Selma,
Rome and Dalton, the Lexington and Louisville,

the South Carolina and North Eastern, the Mil-
waukee and St. Paul, the Montgomery and West
Point, the Mobile and Montgomery, the Virginia

and Tennessee, the Richmond, Fredericksburg
and Potomac, the Richmond and Petersburg, the

Petersburg, and the South Western and Macon
and Western Railroads, will return free on cer-

tificate of Permanent Secretary.

The Steamship line from Philadelphia will

carry via Havana, for $50 either way, meals in-

cluded.

The Mobile and New Orleans steamers will

issue excursion tickets for half fare.

The Memphis and St. Louis Packet Company
will carry to Memphis or Vicksburg, by boat
and balance by rail, for $20 either way, meals
included; or $17, and meals extra.

Dr. Hibberd's Circular tells all else so far.

Irresitible Inclination to Sleep.

A curious disease prevails on the West Coast
of Africa, especially on the Gaboon, which con-
sists in an irresistible inclination to sleep. No
pain seems to be experienced; but the patient
stumbles readily, his step is tottering, sense of
feeling seems to be wanting, and objects used as

a support are grasped very unsteadily. The
consciousness does not seem to be diminished,
and the breathing and digestion are normal.
When the patient is awakened he returns again
into a deep sleep in a very short time. The dis-

ease does not yield to any remedies, and gener-

ally ends in death. Its precise character has not

yet been ascertained with certainty.
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Medical Commencements.

Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia.—Com-

mencement exercises at Musical Fund Hall, Fri-

day, March 12th. Graduates, 126. Valedictory

by Prof. Samuel H. Dickson, on the Progress of

Medical Science.

Of the graduates, there were from Alabama, 2;

Arkansas, 1; California, 2; Canada, 1; Connec-

ticut, 1 ; Costa Rica, 1 ; Delaware, I
;
France, 1

;

Georgia, 5; Illinois, 1; Indiana. 3; Kentucky, 4;

Maryland, 2; Massachusetts, 1; Mississippi, 1;

Missouri, 4; New Jersey, 7 ;
New York, 8 ; North

Carolina, 1; Nova Scotia, 2; Ohio, 4; Pennsyl-

vania, 62; South Carolina, 1; Tennessee, 4;

Texas, 4; Virginia, 5; West Virginia, 2.

University of Pennsylvania.—Commencement

exercises at the Academy of Music. Philadelphia,

Saturday, March 13th. Graduates, 130, includ-

ing two diplomas given at the June commence-

ment, 1868.

Of the graduates, there were from Brazil, 1

;

California, 2; Connecticut, 3; Delaware, 4; Dis-

trict of Columbia, 2; Florida, 1; Georgia, 1 •,

Illinois, 1 ;
Kentucky, 3 ;

Louisiana, 1 ;
Mary-

land, 5; Massachusetts, 3; Minnesota, 1 ; Missis-

sippi, 2; New Jersey, 16; New York, 2; North

Carolina, 65 Nova Scotia, 1; Ohio, 2; Pennsyl-

vania, 58; Porto Rico, 2; Tennessee, 7; Texas, 1;

Virginia, 4; West Virginia, 1. Total, 130.

Valedictory address by Prof. Alfred Stille.

Buffalo Medical College.—Commencement, Feb.

24th. Graduates, 34. Address to Graduating

class by Prof. T. R. Rochester. Valedictory by

Robert A. Patchin, of the class.

Rush Medical College, Chicago.—Commence-

ment exercises . Graduates, 108 ; ad eun-

dem., 4; honorary, 1. Address to the Graduates

by Prof. J. V. Z. Blaney. Valedictory by Prof.

J. P. Ross.

Washington University, Baltimore, Md.— Com-

mencement, Feb. 22d. Graduates, 80. Vale-

dictory by Prof. Charles W. Chancellor.

Kentucky School of Medicine.—The Annual

Commencement of the Kentucky School of Medi-

cine took place in the lecture-room of the school,

in Weisiger Block Feb. 23. The exercises were

opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Hobson, when

the Dean read the annual report, showing the

school to be in a better and more prosperous condi-

tion than ever before in its history. W. R. Thomp-

son, Esq., one of the Regents, then in a brief

speech conferred the diplomas on the following

members of the graduating class:
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graduates.

Alabama—W. E. Spaulding.

Mississippi.—Lewis J. Frazee, James AY.

George, H. W. Johnston, Henry K. Leake, ^Y.

C. Miller.

Indiana—Elijah Dixon.

Ohio—John W. Thatcher.

Tennesseee—Jno. L. C. Johnson.

Texas—Francis T. Jaeger.

Kentucky—-George E. Barth, Christopher C.

Bates, Verga Berry, David M. Board, Wm. Cas-

pari, John W. Clark, John Drye, Thos. J.

Hargan, Nicholas P. Kendrick, II. C. Kennerly,

Theo. B. Lant, E. F. McCammon, John M.

McCarty, James M. O'Bryan, Newton Sageser,

W. W. Scott, John T. Shirley, Wm. T. Shumate,

P B. Turpin, Thos. J. Turpin, II. C. Urban.

THE AD EUNDEM DEGREE.

The ad eundem degree was conferred on the

following-named gentlemen, graduates of the

Medical Department of the University of Louis-

ville :

John C. Cook, M. D.
;
Joseph Gardner, M. D.

;

W. W. Urban, M. D. ; D. B. Wilcox, M.D.: A.

J. Smith, M. D.

THE MEDALS.

The faculty, in the last annual announcement,

promised a gold medal to the member making

the greatest advancement in the various brauches

of medical science, and also a silver medal to the

member writing the best thesis. Both these

medals were awarded to Mr. Henry K. Leake,

of Mississippi. The theses were submitted with-

out the authors names to a committee of medical

men, and the decision was consequently unknown

until the sealed envelope containing it was

opened before the audience. It was in favor of

"No. 2," and when, after referring to the list,

the Dean announced the name, there was an

outburst of applause.

The valedictory address was then delivered by

Professor Owen.

Dr. P. B. Turpin, the valedictorian elected by

the class, then delivered the farewell address in

a graceful and eloquent manner, when the exer-

cises were closed by prayer by the Rev. Mr.

Hobson.

The University of Lou isville.—The commence-

ment took place March 2.

The class of the present session numbered

two hundred and twenty-three, of which number

seventy graduated.

The honorary degree of " M. D." was conferred

upon James L. Richardson, of Bethel, Kentucky.

The Ad Eundem degree was conferred upon
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Brs. Richard 0. Cowling, of Kentucky, and

Augustus DeFoe, of Illinois.

Upon the part of the graduating class, Br.

Wm. C. Maull delivered a very eloquent, touch-

ing and able address.

The address on behalf of the faculty, by Br.

Lunsford P. Yandell, Jr., followed.

The occasion was enlived with excellent music

and a large attendance of citizens.

Cincinnati Academy of Medicine.

The Cincinnati Academy of Medicine held its

annual meeting, March 1st, for the election of

officers, Br. John Bavis, President, in the chair.

After the presentation and adoption of reports

from the Secretary and Treasurer, the Society

proceeded to the election of officers for the ensu-

ing year, with the following result:

Br. W. W. Dawson, President; Dr. Wm. B.

Bavis, 1st Vice-President; Dr. C. S. Muscroft,

2d Vice-President; Dr. J. L. Neilson, Recording

Secretary; Dr. J. S. Unzicker, Treasurer; Dr.

E. B. Stevens, Corresponding Secretary; Dr.

Hiram Smith, Treasurer.

On motion of Dr. McTlvain, a resolution for

the incorporation or the Academy was then

adopted, and the following gentlemen elected

Trustees: Drs. J. J. Quinn, McIlvain, and J.

A. Walker.
After the transaction of some further business

of minor importance, the meeting adjourned.

Crawford County, Pa., Medical Society.

At a regular meeting of the Crawford County

Medical Society, held at the house of Dr. Ray,

in Meadville, on Tuesday evening, the 2d inst.,

a committee was appointed to draft resolutions

expressive of the feelings of the Society in re-

gard to the death of Dr. Jennings, of Titusville.

The report of the committee was unanimously

adopted, and the resolutions ordered to be pub-

lished, and a copy sent to the bereaved family.

Color of Oil of Cajeput.

Dr. H. Warner writes to the Pharm. Zeitsch.

fur Russland that he examined eight samples of

this oil for the purpose of ascertaining whether

the color was due to copper or not, and detected

the presence of that metal more or less distinctly

in each of them. Still another sample, warrant-

ed as quite pure, and of a fine green color, con-

tained no trace of copper, and differed from others,

which showed at 13° C, densities from .921 to

.930; one by a sp. gr. = .937, and by congealing

at 24.5 C, against several of the other samples

at 28° C.
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Coralline.

We have already referred our readers to the

danger of using stockings dyed with coralline,

as this produces a form of disease now familiarly

known as sock and shirt poisoning. It is ob-

tained by treating carbolic acid with oxalic and

sulphuric acid, and afterwards with ammonia,

the color produced being probably the rosolate

of ammonia. The injury produced is entirely

external, consisting of a pustular eruption of the

skin; but it is sufficiently inconvenient to render

the use of articles thus dyed objectionable.

Athletic Amusements.

The hardening, vulgarizing effects of athletic

amusements, pursued beyond the point necessary

to preserve health, it is contended, are visible in

the rising generation of Englishmen. A disa-

greeable coarseness of thought and action, it is

stated, is impressed upon the young men of the

schools and universities, and accompanies them

through life.

Dr. Carl Vogt.

Dr. Carl Vogt, the celebrated lecturer on

Natural Science, has been invited to come to the

United States and deliver a course of six lectures

in each of seven of the principal cities of this

country. The expenses, which must be guaran-

teed, will amount to $20,000, and it is proposed

to collect this sum from the Germans who are

interested in the lecturer. Dr. Vogt, it is re-

ported, is a highly popular lecturer, and a well-

informed man of science; but his chief repute

has been obtained not by original researches so

much as by the trenchant and fierce boldness

with which he utters his opinions. His famous

saying, "The brain secretes thought as the liver

does bile," has done more to make him notorious

than even his fine work on mineralogy.

Vaccine Agent.

Dr. J. C. Rupp has been appointed State Vac-

cine Agent for West Virginia by Governor Ste-

venson, and took the prescribed oaths. Dr.

Rupp, we believe, has filled this position since

the formation of the State, and has given univer-

sal satisfaction.

[ B^P** Readers of the Reporter are invited to

send us copies of local Newspapers, and similar

publications, from all parts of the country, which

contain matters of interest to the profession. They

will be thankfully received, and acknowledged

under " Communications received.'']
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The Discovery of Hypodermic Injections.

We cheerfully give place to the following, from

the Med. Bulletin, by its editor, Dr. E. Warren.

In an article upon the subject of the hypoder-

mic injection of morphia, published in the Medi-

cal and Surgical Reporter, it is stated that

Dr. Wood, of Edinburgh, first published his dis-

covery of this mode of medication, in 1855.

While a student in Philadelphia in the winter

of 1850-1, the idea of introducing morphia sub-

cutaneously occurred to us; and a thesis was

written on the subject, recommending it to the

favorable consideration of the Faculty of the

Jefferson College. After consultation with a

distinguished Professor of that institution, this

thesis was not presented, because of the novelty,

and the supposed impractibility of the plan of

treatment suggested in it. This fact was known

at that time to a number of persons—Dr. Geo.

F. Wilkins, now of Northampton county, Ya.,

who was then a room-mate, being specially cog-

nizant of all the circumstances connected with it.

In the year 1857, we first resorted to this mode

of administering morphia in our practice—mak-

ing an incision through the skin with a lancet,

and introducing the remedy by means of a syr-

inge prepared for the lachrymal duct. If hypo-

dermic medication had been previously attempted

in this country, we should be pleased to learn

the fact.

These statements are made becnuse of an hon-

est pride in the original conception of an idea

which has afforded so much relief to suffering

humanity, and not from a desire to detract from

the reputation of the distinguished physician

whose name is so justly associated with it.

Interesting Experiments.

Dr. Ttndall has made some very surprising

experiments by passing vapors of different chemi-

cal substances into an exhausted glass tube, and

then sending through them a beam of electric

light. The vapor is at first invisible, but after

the light has shone through it for a few seconds,

it forms clouds of a blue, green, red, or mauve
color, which break up into the most fantastic and

beautiful forms, endowed with a rotary motion,

which adds greatly to their effect on the eye. In

some instances the cloud takes the shape of

funnels overlapping each other, and curiously

enough, the inner ones can be seen through the

outer ones. The most surprising of all is the

vapor of hydriodic acid. The cloud is seen cone-

shaped, supporting vases of exquisite form, and

over the edges of these vases fall faint clouds,

resembling spectral sheets of liquid. After-
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ward a change takes place—roses, tulips, and
sunflowers appear; then come a series of beauti-

fully-shaped bottles, one within the other, and on
one occasion there was seen the shape of a fish,

with eyes, gills, and feelers. What, it may be

asked, is the use of all this fantastic beauty ? The
answer is, that Dr. Tyndall finds therein illus-

tration of chemical decomposition, examples of

molecular physics, and explanations of the forma-

tion of clouds and the blue color of the sky, whereof

we shall hear more by-and-by, and by which sci-

ence will be enriched.

Test for the Strength of Alcohol.

Alcohol dissolves chloroform, 60 that wh^n a

mixture of alcohol and water is shaken up with

chloroform, the alcohol and chloroform unite,

leaving the water separate. On this fact, Basils

Rakowitsch, of the Imperial Russian Navy, has

founded his invention. The instrument he uses

is a graduated glass tube, into which a measured

quantity of chloroform is poured, and to this is

added a given quantity of the liquid to be tested;

these are well mixed together and left to sub-

side. The chloroform takes up the alcohol and

leaves the water, which being lighter than the

chloroform, will float on the top; and the quan-

tity of water that has been mixed with the spirit

will be at once seen.

Hydrogenium.

It has been known for some time to chemists,

that when heated palladium is inserted into an

atmosphere of hydrogen, from eight to nine hun-

dred times its bulk of the gas is absorbed, or

stowed away in the pores of the metal. This

phenomenon was formerly called acclusion, and

was supposed to show merely a strong absorptive

tendency of the metal for the gas. The recent

discoveries of Professor Graham, of London,

show, however, that in all probability the union

is to be regarded as a true alloy of one substance

with the other, and that the hydrogen is what it

has already been suspected to be, a metal in its

chemical relations. The density of the palladium

when combined with the hydrogen is reduced

very considerably, and the density of the hydro-

gen, which, as a metal, has now been called

hydrogenium, is nearly two. Its tenacity and

electrical conductibility are less than those of

palladium: but its conducting power, equal

nearly to six, is nevertheless considerable, which

is thus an additional proof of its metallic nature.

The hydrogenium is more magnetic than pal-

ladium, and belongs, according to Professor

Graham to the same group of metallic substances
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as iron, zinc, cobalt, cromium and manganese.

It is futhermore suggested that oxygen equally

with hydrogen is only the volatized condition of

a metal, and that water is a true alloy of the two

metals in a definite proportion. It may there-

fore yet be possible to see water reduced to a

solid state otherwise than by becoming frozen.

Correspondence.

DOMESTIC.

Poisoning by Opium.

Editors Med. and Surg. Rrportkr:

As the case of belladonna versus opium, is

now on trial before the medical tribunal, I will

relate a case lately occurring in my practice—

a

very ordinary case, but making one more. On

the evening of 7th inst., I was hastily summoned

to see Miss M., who had " swallowed laudanum."

On my arrival found the patient strongly under

the influence of the drug—pupils little larger

than a pin head—and continued efforts of the

attendants necessary to keep her awake. An
ounce vial was found on the stand containing

about 3j. of tr. opii. ; a neighbor lad who was

present said he had procured the vial full of the

medicine at a drug store the afternoon previous.

After taking the drug she had become frightened,

and told her mother of what had been done;

viz., that she had taken all of the contents of

the vial, so far as it had been emptied. It

was evident, that most of the poison had already

left the stomach—the greater part of the gvij.

tinct. opii. had passed into the circulation, and

was acting upon the»nerv>us system.

I at once gave her an efficient emetic of tar-

tarized antimony, forcing her to swallow large

quantities of warm water. The ejected matter

had but a slight odor of opium. So far as the

contents of the stomach were concerned, my

remedy had done its duty faithfully—beyond

this it coul l not reach, and I very much feared

that " paddling" and forced exercise would

soon fail. What to do nest? The life I had to

deal with was of no value to any one, but I did

not like to be baffled.

The antagonism of opium and belladonna I

had always doubted ; it seeming to me that one

narcotic must increase the effect of another; but

even if they did mutually assist each other in

their deadly work, there was nothing to lose in

the case on hand. Reasoning thus, I proceeded

to inject hypodermically one-quarter grain of

atropia, and after all vomiting had ceased,

2

forced her to swallow repeated doses of Tilden's

fluid ext. belladonna, of which she took gij

.

within the three hours following my arrival.

The pupils now began to dilate and I left, order-

ing that she should not be allowed to go to sleep

for some hours. Next day the pupils were only

moderately dilated. Some nausea, with great

unsteadiness in the walk. Three days after I

saw her pass my office.

I am no longer an unbeliever in the antagonism

of opium and belladonna.

G. A. Jones, M. D.

New Berlin, N. Y., March 17, 1869.

Answer to Dr. J". G-. F.

Editors Medical and Surgical Reporter:

In your journal of November 17th, 1868, in

your " Answers to Correspondents/' I notice an

inquiry from Dr. J. Gr. F., of Texas, in regard to

the treatment of an obstinate case of asthma. In

such cases I have derived much benefit from the

following treatment: Take strips of letter paper

and dip them in a saturated solution of nit.

potassa; dry them, and during the paroxysm

let the patient ignite one at a time, and inhale

the fumes. In the majority of cases this will

cause the paroxysm to cease. In the interval

—

or fur the purpose of effecting a cure—I would

use nitric acid two or three times daily, for the

space of several months. This treatment—simple

as it is—has succeeded several times in my
hands. D. C. McCampbell, M. D.

Holly Springs, Miss., February 28, 1869.

The Binder for Parturient Women.
Editors Mrd. and Surg. Reporter:

I perceive, through the medium of the Repor-

ter, that much discussion is going on as to the

utility of the bandage being applied to women
after confinement.

I leave to others the discussion and determin-

ing of the question as to whether it ever saves

life
;
merely remarking, in passing, that firm

pressure, with a grasping and kn'eading motion,

is a very well recognized and efficient means of

producing uterine contraction after the expulsion

of the placenta; and will confine myself to two

points, viz., the comfort afforded by the bandage,

and the symmetry of persons secured by its em-

ployment, or rather the want of symmetry which

results from its non-employment.

But perhaps it would be well to inquire of the

shape of the bandage before proceeding further.

A straight towel passed around the body ought

not to be called a bandage; yet I have seen many
such rude things used, and heard women tell of
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the comfort its use afforded. Also I have heard

a few (and but a few) complain that it felt like

a rope around them.

A bandage should be made on a plan similar

to corsets, with gussets at the lower border, of

sufficient size to allow it to expand over the

cresti ilii and give support to the bowels, for this

is the intention and indication of the binder.

And I have heard very many women express the

sense of comfort which a bandage, so made, af-

forded; while some women, who have in some

confinements tried the experiment of dispensing

with it, express themselces as most decidedly in

favor of its use.

Let the doctors instruct pregnant women how

to shape the binder, and let them try the experi-

ment on the same woman, with and without it,

and let the woman bear testimony as to the com-

fort or discomfort resulting from its use, before

it is pronounced useless; for I suppose it will be

conceded that a woman has a right to know what

conduces to her comfort. Not the straight towel,

gentlemen, but a bandage made on common-sense

principles, to fit the body, and give support to the

abdomen.

But laying aside any question of comfort, I

would advocate the use of the binder on the prin

ciple of esthetics, provided that its use is not

positively injurious to the health; and I think it

may be laid down as a fixed fact, that it was not

injurious in our grandmother's days, whether or

not the ladies of the present day have become so

delicate that they cannot bear it.

In the number of the Reporter of Jan. 2d,

current volume, is a report of the discussion of

this subject by the members of the Harford Co.

Medical Society, in which allusion is made to

squaws.

Now I have seen considerable of squaws during

my prolonged stay in the extreme Northwest, and

I would wish to be understood as speaking "ex ca-

thedra." Very true, gentlemen, the squaws do not

generally use the bandage, but it does not follow

that no inconvenience results from its non-em-

ployment, for we have no statistics bearing on
this point; but one certain thing does result from

its want, which is a swaying, pendulous belly,

and a swaying, awkward gait in walking.

So marked is this, that my attention has often

been drawn to the awkward walk of the squaw
by non-professional men, who have asked me the

reason for it. That it is due to the want of

proper bandaging after delivery, is, I think,

proved by these facts: the Indian girls do not

have the awkward gait, but those who have borne

childre'h do, and if they have borne many child-

ren, they have it in a marked degree; and again,

some of these squaws, who live with white men,

and are sufficiently tidy to render it supposable

that they use the bandage, never acquire that

gait and the swaying, pendulous belly. At least

one squaw, whom I know to have always used

the bandage, has borne five children without ac-

quiring the characteristic belly and walk. I

state the matter thus curtly, leaving it to others

to apply the deductions in their practice, or not,

as they see fit. But it seems to me that if sym-

metry of form can in great measure be secured

by so simple means as the use of the bandage, it

is a matter well worth attending to.

G. P. Bissell, M. D.

McMinnville, Oregon, Feb., 1869.

News and Miscellany.

Report of St. Mary's Hospital. iwq

From the first annual report of St. Mary's
Hospital, of this city, we find that during the

period commencing July 1, 1867, and ending

December 31, 1868, that 461 persons have been
treated:—Discharged, cured, 259; do, improved,

46; do, unimproved, 32; died, 61. Eighteen
causes of death are shown, viz :—Alcoholism, 1

;

ascites, 3; cancer of liver, 3; heart disease, 1;
peritonitis, 2; phthisis, 32; amputation, 1; cancer

of uterus, 3
;
pneumonia, 2; paralysis, 2; typhus

fever, 1; typhoid fever, 5; albuminuria, 1
;
diph-

theria, 1; meningitis, 1; pleuritis, 1; rheuma-
tism, 1; gun-shot wound, 1. The nativities of

the patients were as follows:—Germany, 238;
Ireland, 138; United States, 61; France, 5;
Switzerland, 10; Canada, 2; England, 7. Of the

above there were 244 males, and 217 females;

and 156 of these were married, and 305 were
single. There were 103 pay patients, 89 patients

who partly paid, 95 society patients, and 174
charity patients.

Jungle Fever.

A new disease of Asiatic origin has turned up
at the New York Quarantine. The ship Bos-
worth, which arrived from Samarang, Java, re-

ports having been obliged, on January 9th, to

put into Table Bay for medical assistance, six of
her crew having died of jungle fever, and of the
remainder only one or two were fit for duty.

The Health Commissioners do not know much
about this jungle fever, but believe it to be of the
typhoid remittent type. The ship's officers re-

present it to be very malignant and rapid in its

progress, but it is not believed to be infectious,
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save under certain ciocumstances. All on board

are now healthy.

Statistics of the Social Evil.

Superintendent Kennedy, of the N. Y. Metro-

politan Police District, has submitted the follow-

ing report:

" New York, March 13, 1869.

H Commissioners of the Metropolitan Police:

"Gentlemen: The General Order (No. 557)

directing a complete census to be made of all

houses of prostitution within the district was

issued on Jan. 11, 1869; but the reports had not

reached me on the day of my departure with

President Acton, Feb. 24, they having been com-

pleted in my absence. I herewith submit tabu-

lar statements of the result, by which it will be

seen that on Jan. 26 there were in the cities of

New York and Brooklyn, of houses of prostitu-

tion, 496; of houses of assignation, 107; of

saloons where waiter girls attend, 33 ; of public

prostitutes, 2,107, and of waiter girls, 255; show-

ing a reduction since Jan. 24, 1868, of 29 in the

number of houses of prostitution, but an increase

in the houses of assignation of 8; of public

prostitutes, 35, and of waiter girls attending

saloons, 10, while the number of saloons employ-

ing waiter girls remains unchanged. It is pro-

per to say that some of these saloons hold license

from the Board of Excise. The aggregate num-

ber of places in the two cities is 627, and of

females connected with them, 2,360. Very re-

spectfully submitted.

John A. Kennedy, Superintendent.'

'

A Committee appointed by the Medical

Department of the army to examine Professor

Gamgee's meat-preserving process, is said to have

made a highly favorable report. The meat pre-

served by this process is said to retain all the

excellence and appearance of fresh meat.

Dr. James H. Butler, who, for the last

nine years, has filled the position of Demonstra-

tor of Anatomy in the University of Maryland,

has resigned.

Army and Navy News.

List of changes, etc., in the Medical Corps of

the Navy from March 7th to 20th, 1869, inclusive.

Fleet Surgeon A. A. Henderson, transferred

from the "Powhatan" to the "Pensacola" as

Fleet Surgeon of the Pacific Station.

Fleet Surgeon J. W. Taylor, transferred from

the "Pensacola" to the " Powhatan."

Surgeon J. S. Dungan, transferred from the

"Cyane" to the "Ossipee."

Surgeon B. F. Gibbs, detached from the
tl Ossipee' ' and ordered home.

Surgeon G. S. Beardsley, transferred from the

"Independence" to the Receiving ship " Mo-

hongo."

Surgeon N. H. Adams, detached from the

"Mohongo" and ordered home.

Passed-Assistant Surgeon G. R. Brush, trans-

ferred from the "Cyane" to the "Nyack."

Passed-Assistant Surgeon G. F. Winslow, de-

tached from the " Nyack" and ordered home.

Assistant-Surgeon J. A. Hawke, transferred

from the u Powhatan" to the " Pensacola."

Assistant-Surgeon R. A. Whedon, transferred

from the "Saginaw" to the "Powhatan."

Surgeon Joseph Beale, ordered to duty as

member of Naval Medical Board, Philadelphia.

Assistant-surgeon S. W. Latta, detached from

the Receiving ship at Boston, and ordered to the

U. S. S. Gettysburg.

Drs. Franklin K. Hartzell, and "William G.

Fanwell, Commissioned Assistant-Surgeons.

[Notices inserted in this column gratis, and are solicited
from all parts of the country; Obituary Notices and Resolu-
tions ofSocieties at ten cents ner line, ten words to the line.]

MAKEIED,

Unckel—Kirckpatrick.—On the 11th inst., by the Rev.
S. A. Mutchmore, Mr. Henry Unckel and Miss Mary S.

Kirckpatrick, daughter of the late H. A. Kirckpatrick,
M. D., of Stanton, N. J.

DIED.

Carleton.—AtWest Auburn, Maine, Dr. Geo. W. Carle-
ton, of heart disease, aged 69.

Goddard.—At the estate of Mr. Carl Morrell, near Re-
medios. Island of Cuba, on the 7th inst., Harvey B. God-
dard, in his 31st year, son of the late Paul B. Goddard,
M. D., of this city.

Hotchkiss.—In Shreveport, La., on the 25th of Febru-
ary last, after a protracted illness, Mrs Nancy Hampton
Hotchkiss. aged 44 years, wife of Dr. T. P. Hotchkiss, for-
merly of Cincinnati.

Maxwell.—On Wednesday. March 17th, Ann Eliza
Brown e, wife of Wm. H. Maxwell, M.D., of New York.
Sener.—In this city, on the 18th inst., Sarah L., wife of

William Z. Sener, of Ephrata, and daughter of Dr. Wash-
ington L. Atlee, of Philadelphia.

OBITUARY.

Kersey G. Thomas, M. D.,

Of Alliance, Ohio, died suddenly, of apoplexy, at his

residence, on the morning of the 11th inst.

Dr. Thomas was a man of great activity in every un-
dertaking which oommanded his attention. In his pro-

fession he was untiring in his personal service, and at-

tached to himself strongly those by whom he was trusted.

He was specially devoted to anatomy, which he had sedu-

lously studied and demonstrated through all his profes-

sional career, which commenced in 1810. During two

years he filled the chair of Surgery in the Female Medi-

cal College of Philadelphia. After the war commenced,

he was commissioned Surgeon of the 101th Ohio Vols.,
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and was greatly beloved by his regiment, but was com-

pelled to resign by reason of utter prostration by paralysis

in the service. On his recoverv, he again entered actively

tipon his professional labor, assuming, beside a large gen-

eral practice, the appointment of Surgeon over a consid-

erable extent of the P. Ft. W. & C. and C & P. Railroads,

which position he officiated in up to the time of his death.

His reputation for philanthropy is co extensive with his

oareer. He was jealous of his professional standing, and

guarded the ^avenues to the fold of membership in the

regular brotherhood with careful solicitude. He went

down at noon-day, after a morning's round of profe-sional

visitsin the storm, at 51 years of age; the autopsy showing

slight softening of the cerebellum, nod the presence of

about two ounces of extravasated blood in the base of the

cranium. ,
.

Requiescat in pace." W.

Canton, 0., March 17, 1869.

WORDS OF CHEER.

Dr. S. Y., of Maine, says

:

" I have taken the Reporter n number of years, and it

comes to me as a friend and medical adviser. All the
numbers have come to hand, and T think so much of it

that I have had eleven volumes bound, and find them
very convenient for reference, for there is not a case in

my practice in which I cannot refer to these volumes for

suggestions," etc.

The London Medical Times and Gazette says of the Com-

pendium:
"This compilation is meritorious. It does tolerablv

amnle justice to all, and it aims at beins practical. It
will be especially useful to those who desire to make
themselves acquainted with the prosrrpss of our cousins
in medical matters. On the whole, it illustrates the say-
ing that American practice is as good as th^ir theorvis
bad,"—[whatever that may mean.—-Eds. Med. & Surg.
Rep.]

Dr. E. P. B„ of Missouri, writes of the Pocket Re
cord:
"I think it the most complete little book for phvsicians'

use ever printed, and I would not be without it for twice
its cost."

Dr. S.A.F.,of Wisconsin, says

:

"Book me hereafter as a perpetual subscriber to your
Reporter, Compendium, and Pocket Record, and send
me bill accordingly. When my practice becomes too poor
to afford me such publications as yours are. then I will
turn my attention to other and more lucrative employ-
ments. He must be a " poor stick " in the profession who
is too poor to supply himself with good medical jour-
nals." Dr. F. thinks such a person's patients need pray-
ing for

!

Dr, J. P. W., of Indiana, says :

"Your Visiting List (Pocket Record) is all that could
be desired. It suits me to a T."

Dr. W. F. B., of Kentucky, says:

"I am very well pleased with your Pocket Record. It
is just the thing I needed. Have used several kinds in
the last ten years, but prefer it greatly to anything of the
kind I have seen."

Dr. E. P. B., ofMissouri, says of the Pocket Record:
" I thinkit the most completelittlebook for physicians'

use ever printed, and I would not be without it for twice
the cost. I have used it for over a year, and recommend
it to all my friends."

QUERIES AND REPLIES.

Messrs. Eds.—I would modestly offer a suggestion onlv,
in the case given by "Dr. F. R. G., of N. C." It evidently
is a case of neuralgia of the testicle and cord.

A Subscriber.

Peroxide of Hydrogen.

Messrs. Eds.—Dr. "A. D. B., of Texas," who inquires
for " essence of peroxide of hydrogen " for diabetes, will
probably find it impossible to find the artiole, in a reliable
form, in this country. I have taken some pains to look

it up, but have failed. Messrs. Robbins & Co. and Barth,
of London, manufacture the peroxideof hydrogen, which
may be used by simple dilnt ; on with water; but better
results can be secured by the use of pure oxygen in the
form of gas.
See my article in Chicago Med. Journal. Fpb. 15th and

March 1st, 1869. S. S. Wallihak, M. D.

Dr. N. S. H., of Ark.—"How many new subscribers

must I send you to get Flint's last edition of Practice ?"

For six new subscribers we will send it you.

Dr. M. A. W., of Pa.— " I wi«h to rerr ove by causae a
warty excrescence of a suspicious character, about an
inch in diameter. You will oblige me much by informing
me of the most eligible application for the purpose stated,
and the manner of using it."

Vienna paste, though painful, is a very effective appli-
cation. Perhaps our readers will offer a better sugges-
tion.

Dr J. N. T..ofN. Y.—"In No. 617, series for 1868, 1 re-
ouested some advice in reerard to a case there described.
I write to sav that the patient has recovered from her
troubles by the use of five grains of iodide of potassium
thrice daily.

Dr. A. E. B.—" Can vou tell me what is the best modo
of koeniDg accounts for a physician? To charge in the
old style—day-book and ledger—is a treat deal of trouble.
To charge in the ledeer only is also a great trouble. Ts

there any other mode that, you knowol? If s\

p

1 ea°e
inform me. Oive, if you will the cost of book or books?"
You should trv the Physician's Daily Register, by OJoff.

Price $12.00. It will save you all trouble, and last you five
years.

Dr. J. V. B., of D"l\—"Plea°e answer the follow :ng
questions re?arding Wyneken's work, which is noticed in
the Reporter of Jan. 0th, (Vol. XX„ No. 2,) among your
usual

4 Answers to Correspondents.'

"Is the work American or foreign, and what is its

price?
" 2. Wheredoes this author receive barypbonic patients

for treatment? If not in this country, is there a plac" in
this country whe r '1 you can recommend persor.s thus
afflictel to he sent ?"

Wyneken's work is in German. "Price about .*2.00 or
$2.50. There is no place with which we are aronainted in
this country for the treatment of stuttering patients.

Dr. P. G. M., of hid.— ' Please answer in your valuable

journal the following, as far as diagnosis and treatment

are concerned.
" Ca»e.—Lady, aged 35; married; two children : nerv-

ous temperament ; has had enlargement of the liver for
six years. One year aero I was called to treat h*r. She
suffered by times severe pain in the region of the liver,
which she described as travelling, 'to use her language.'
from the liver to the umbilicus. Also she suffered by
times with faint and weak spells, and the pain of rather
a cramping nature. Her general anpearance is as one in
health, with the exception of that, peculiar expression
that is caused by leucorrhoea, with which she is troubled
after the menses cease.

"After rather a tedious course of alteratives and tonics,
her liver was reduced to its normal size. Meantime she
became pregnant, and was delivered of a healthv child.
But still the pain, cramping, and weak spells persist, and
as I have nearly exhausted all therapeutic remedies, I
feel a little ' out of sorts.' Will you please give your opin-
ion as regards diagnosis and treatment."

METEOROLOGY/.

March, 8, 9. 10, 11, 12,
j

13, ! 14.

Wind

Weather-

Depth Rain-

w.
Cl'dy.

N.W.
Clear-

S.E.
Cl'dy.
Rain,
t. &1.
1 4-10

N. W.
Clear.

w.
Cl'dy.

N.W.i S.W.
Clear Clear.

Thermometer.
Minimum
At 8, A. M
At 12, M
At 3, P.M

20°

30
40
41
32.75

25°

40
46
47
39.50

30.5

34°

43
52
53
45.50

28°

34
42
44
37.

25c

32
39
41
34.25

24°
! 305

41 ! 4?
54 S9
55 1 60
43.25

!
48.75

Barometer.
At 12, M 30.6 30.1 30.3 30.2 30.1 30.1

Germantown, Pa. B. J. Leedom.
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A CASE OF OVARIOTOMY.
By Henry M. Lilly, M.D.,

Fond duLac, Wisconsin.

The case about to be reported was not success-

ful. But in this comparatively recent field of

operative surgery, perhaps the lesson of a failure

is not far behind that of a success in the matter

of importance. The rocks on which we split are

of some importance to navigators behind us;

and it is not well, therefore to "die and make no

sign."

Mrs. G., aged about 27, reports that seven

years ago, while still living in her native land

and unmarried, she discovered a hard, painless,

and immovable tumor in the right iliac region,

about the size of her fist. She went to Kiel,

and consulted a surgeon, who told her that

nothing could be done for her at present.

Soon after, she married and emigrated to

America. She has, however, never been preg-

nant. Menstruation continued normal, until the

latter part of 1868/ when it ceased, probably

on account of her rapidly failing health. The

tumor has steadily increased in size from the

time she discovered it until the date of my visit,

January 27th, 1869. The tumor at this time

was surrounded with a large quantity of ascitic

fluid, and the two together filled the abdominal

cavity to such an extent as to threaten the woman
with speedy death. The tumor could be pushed

from side to side, in the surrounding fluid. A
sound passed three inches into the cavity of the

uterus, and when the tumor was tilted, the

sound was tilted likewise. But all diagnostic

investigations were embarrassed by the extreme

tension of the abdominal walls. Pushing the

tumor well back and up out of the way, I held

it there while the attending physician tapped the

abdominal cavity, and drew off the ascitic fluid.

The fluid thus drawn off filled a common wooden

patent pail once full, and half way full again

after emptying. The fluid drawn off coagulated

into a solid mass upon heating. I speak of this

because some authorities speak of ovarian fluid

as being highly albuminous, and ascitic fluid

being non-albuminous. In this case the ascitic

fluid was albuminous, and the chemical test,

therefore, was of no diagnostic value. Neither

will it do to say that the ascitic fluid might have

contained ovarian fluid commingled with it from

the rupture of some ovarian cyst; for the tumor

proved to be a solid fibrocartilaginous tumor of

the ovary, and there were therefore no cysts to

rupture.

The cavity of the abdomen was now found to

be occupied by a solid tumor, reaching from the

pubes nearly to the ensiform cartilage. Fearing

that the tumor was uterine in its origin, and

perceiving how formidable would be the opera-

tion, even if it were ovarian, I declined any fur-

ther operative procedures. The patient's lower

extremities were cedematous, and her condition

generally was such that I did not consider her a

fit subject for such surgery. To my surprise the

patient told me that death was certain as she

was, and very likely death might occur in the

operation of the removal. But she insisted upon

her right of a choice of failures; the d :

fference

of a few days in her death being a matter of no

importance to her. She urged these considera-

tions with so much strenuousness, that I finally

consented to make an attempt, at least, to remove

the mass. With a heroism that was wonderful,

she submitted to the needful preparations for

the operation. A table was prepared, and the

patient laid upon it and chloroformed. Making

an incision from the pubes nearly to the ensi-

form cartilage, the hand was introduced gently,

and the tumor was explored. No adhesions

were found, and the tumor was found to be right

ovarian in its origin. The tumor was spheroidal

in shape. It was now tilted up and brought

outside of the abdominal wall : the incision being

only barely sufficient to enble us to drag the un-

yielding mass through. The breadth and thick-

ness of the pedicle were so great, that it was

deemed unsafe to ligate it in two sections. A
needle was therefore armed with a double liga-

257
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ture, and passed twice through the pedicle, so

that it could be ligated in three sections. And
right here I made the discovery that this mode

of passing the needle and casting off the liga-

tures properly for ligation in three sections, was

a trick not to be performed without a little study.

The ligatures being drawn tightly, the tumor

was removed. It weighed 17 pounds. The pedi-

cle was too short to be brought out externally

and secured there, either with the clamp or with

pins. It was therefore "pocketed" in the in-

cision, and secured there with two silver pins.

This method was deemed preferable to tossing it

back into the abdominal cavity with all its

ligatures. The abdominal cavity was now cleared

of a few small clots of blood, by lifting them out

gently with the finger. A few ounces of serum

and ascitic fluid were left in the pelvic cavity,

rather than to attempt to clear the cavity by too

much manipulation. The abdominal incision

was now closed by the interrupted suture,—the

needle being carried down to, but not including

the peritoneum. The patient probably did not

loose over four or five ounces of blood. She

bore the operation with but a little appearance

of shock. The abdomen was bandaged, and she

was replaced in bed. The pulse was about 110,

and, excepting a little pain in the back and some

smarting in the wound, she was quite comforta-

ble. A full dose of morphine was administered,

with a tablespoonful of whisky, and I left her in

the hands of her usual medical attendant. This

gentleman reports that he repeated the dose of

morphine once during the night; and during the

fifteen days she lived after the operation, he had

no more occasion to administer an anodyne to

relieve pain. The wound closed mostly by first

intention. All the sutures, except the two silver

pins supporting the pedicle, were removed by

the fifth or sixth day. The wound was healed,

except a very small opening near the umbilicus,

and another at the lower angle, where ligatures

passed out. At this time she was cheerful, and

quite confident of her recovery. But about the

tenth day the discharge from the lower angle of

the wound began to be offensive, and a slight

cough came on. In a day or two more her pulse

went up to 135; there was profuse perspiration,

some diarrhoea, and purulent expectoration from

the lungs. On the 15ch day she died of pycemia.

There were three localities from which the

mischief which caused this woman's death may
have originated; the pedicle, the abdominal in-

cision, and the decomposing fluids in the abdomi-

nal cavity. No post-mortem was allowed; but I

am inclined to look with especial suspicion upon

the fluids in the abdominal cavity. Spencer

ells says that he asks for no better method of

securing the pedicle than the clamp.

In the foregoing case the "pocketing" method

was adopted only because of the necessity of the

case. But the opportunities for keeping the dis-

charges from the pedicle well cleared away were

diminished; and, more than all, the discharges

were more likely to flow back into the peritoneal

cavity than to escape externally.

With reference to the sutures of the abdomi-

nal incision, authorities appear to be about

equally divided, as to whether the peritoneum

should or shou$£ not be included in the suture.

The same greaC&uthority just quoted says that

but one answer can be returned to this question

—

"the peritoneum should always be included."

Standing in especial awe of peritontis from the

length of my incision, I did not include the peri-

toneum in the suture. Peritonitis did not occur,

but pyaemia did, and the woman died. By not

includ'ng the peritoneum in the suture, the

wound was closed more tightly on the cutaneous

side than on the peritoneal side. The peritoneal

aspect of the wound was more likely to gap open

and to fail of union by first intention than the

cutaneous aspect. Whatever discharge there

was from the abdominal incision, was therefore

compelled to flow into the peritoneal cavity.

Besides this, the advantage to be derived from the

tendency of serous surfaces to take on adhesive

inflammation was lost, because the cut edges of

the peritoneum were not brought into contact.

Dr. G. Kimball, having to lacerate the inner

and median aspect of the abdominal wall in

breaking up firm adhesions, turned all the in-

jured peritoneum outside the abdomen by evert-

ing the lips of the abdominal wound, and put-

ting his stitches through, far back, where he had

sound peritoneum to deal with. This mode of

procedure is the more easy, because, after the

operation, the patient has more abdominal cavity

than she has any use for. The stitches in these

cases were placed unusually deep into the peri-

toneum; yet the patients recovered.

—

(Boston

Medical and Surgical Journal, Sept. 17th, 1868.)

Indeed there can be but little doubt but what
Dr. Kimball increased his chances of success by

thus turning all the surfaces from which dis-

charges would be likely to take place, outside of

the peritoneal cavity.

The fear of rough manipulation prevented me
from clearing the pelvic cavity of sour and

ascitic fluids as thoroughly as I think it should

have been. " The rough operation of sponging

out the cavity," may perhaps be objectionable.
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But why could not the abdoniiral and pelvic

cavities be thoroughly cleansed, when necessary,

by gently flooding them with warm soft water,

until the object was attained? The symptoms of

pyaemia arose simultaneously with the escape of

offensive discharges from the abdominal cavity.

Did not the septicaemia probably arise in conse-

quence of fluids decomposing in that cavity?

Perhaps Dr. Peaslee's method of frequently

syringing out the peritoneal cavity with chlori-

nated lotions would have saved the woman. But

I confess to more timidity in adopting these

repeated washings of the peritoneum, than in

adopting the plan of preventing as far as possi-

ble the necessity for such continuous ablutions

by better methods of operating.

Hospital Reports.

Jefferson Medical College, )

Philada., Oct. 24, 1868. \

Surgical Clinic of Prof. Gross.

Reported by Dr. Napheys.

Seirrhus of the Mammary Gland.

This woman, aged 69, broke her right ribs

seven years ago, and two years afterward, a

tumor began to make its appearance on the same

breast. This history is interesting, but of little

practical value in throwing light upon the cause

of the affection. Many people fracture their

ribs, and do not have any disease of this kind, or

any disease whatever. It is impossible to say,

therefore, whether the accident had anything to

do with the development of the tumor. It was

removed two years after its first appearance, and

returned fourteen months ago. It remained

away, therefore, about a year and ten months.

The tumor is situated over the upper portion

of the right side of the chest. Tbe nipple is

perfectly normal. The mammary gland seems

to be sound throughout its extent, excepting at

one point. The tumor is red; the surface is

much warmer than the surrounding surface

showing a preternatural development of heat

The tumor is slightly movable, but it has mani

festly deep attachments, which apparently ex

tend down to the costal cartilages and the ster

num. The disease is extending down into the

mammary gland. The mass is fissured, divided

into two nearly equal parts, by a vertical fissure

The lower part of the neck is enlarged, owing to

the diseased condition of the lymphatic ganglion

in this situation, which are in a state of enlarge

rnent, as well as induration. There is likewise

nvolvement of the glands of the axilla.

The patient is tormented with pain, of a shoot-

ing, darting character. The pain is most severe

at night, preventing her from sleeping. It is

not influenced by the weather. She has been

taking two grains of extract of conium, night

and morning, which has not been of much service.

It is sometimes a good substitute for opium, as

an anodyne in this affection. She has not much
appetite; tongue is slightly coated; has lost a

great deal of flesh.

This woman is laboring under seirrhus, origi-

nally developed in the mammary region, in front

of the chest, evidently not in the mammary
gland itself, but now involving that gland sec-

ondarily, and also the lymphatic ganglions of

the neck and right axilla. It is not encephaloid,

for it would then be much softer, and probably

also much larger. A tumor of this kind is

always hard, and possesses comparatively few

blood-vessels; hence, even when ulceration takes

place, it does not bleed much. Now and then,

a large artery opens, and there is hemorrhage of

an exhausting character. The disease goes on,

gradually increasing, until at length, it under-

mines the system to such an extent as to cause

death at a time varying from eighteen months to

two and a half years.

In this case, the time for operative procedure

has passed. If the tumor were in state of ulcera-

tion, exhaling horrible fetor, offensive to herself

and those around her, contaminating the atmos-

phere, it might be removed to render her more

comfortable. She is now to be treated upon

general principles, nutritious food and drinks,

exercise in the open air, etc.

Disease of the Ear.

Mary , aet. 22. She has lost the sense of

hearing in the left ear. On examining it an

abscess is found at the lobe of the ear, closing up

the external meatus. The probe comes in con-

tact with diseased bone. The temporal bone is

necrosed, and the drum of the ear destroyed.

There is a copious discharge. The trouble, it

is asserted, had its origin in a cold, following an

attack of measles.

The abscess was opened freely, and the bottom

of it scraped, so as to put the parts in a better

condition for repair. This is a case worthy of

the serious cons ;deration of the practitioner, for.

if morbid action be allowed to continue, it may

extend to the dura mater and arachnoid mem-

branes, and perhaps to the brain itself. The ear

ought to be washed out at least three times a
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day. If the matter be allowed to accumulate, it

will act as an irritant. To remove it, tepid water

should be thrown in with a large syringe. Then

an injection of tepid water, impregnated with a

small quantity of the officinal solution of chlo-

ride of zinc, (gtt. x., ad aquce, Oj.) should be

given. With the view of correcting the secre-

tions, and keeping up a slight action upon the

bowels, she was ordered to take,

B. Pil. hydrargyri, gr. iij.

Podophyllin, gr. |.

Aloes, gr. §,

every third or fourth night. The diet ought to

be a little regulated; it should be mild and un-

irritating. She should exercise in the open air,

with a thin handkerchief tied over the ear, to

prevent the entrance of cold air. This is a much

better way to protect the ear than the introduc-

tion of cotton into the external meatus.

Foreign Body in the Air-Passages.

Edward M., jet. six. This child inhaled six

weeks ago a watermelon seed. He was in good

health at the time. The accident occurred while

he was eating. He was seized immediately

with symptoms of suffocation, violent spasmodic

cough, attended with lividity of countenance and

struggling for breath. The paroxysm gradually

subsided, and he became much better. Since

then he has had occasional paroxysms of diffi-

culty of respiration, with more or less rhonchus,

particularly on the left side of the chest. When
first seen he had a severe cold, for which he was

treated with some calomel and a minute quantity

of ipecacuanha, and recovered in a very short

time.

To-day he breathes in a comparatively com-

fortable manner. He has no paroxysms of cough

now. On ausculting the front of the chest, a

good deal of rude respiration, with some rhon-

chus, is found on the right side. There is also

rude breathing on the left side. A similar

condition is observed posteriorly, between the

scapulas and vertebral column on both sides. He
has no appetite, and is unusually drowsy. He
was playful and active before this accident. Hi:

tongue is somewhat coated, and he has lost flesh

He lies upon his back, in preference to either

side. He had, until a week ago, very frequent

paroxysmal attacks of difficulty of breathing,

making him livid, and almost black in the face.

There is every reason to believe, from the his-

tory of the case, that there is a foreign substance

in this child's bronchial tube: not in the larynx,

or he would be in all probability aphonious, or

not able to talk above a whisper, particularly

From the fact that the left lung has suffered

more than the right, it is to be supposed that it

has lodged on that side. In the majority of in-

stances, the right bronchial tube becomes the

recipient of a foreign substance, because of its

larger size and more favorable situation. When
the foreign substance is comparatively small and

light, it is liable to be dislodged from its first

position, and to fall into the opposite side, thus

changing place from time to time. Whenever
the patient is seized with a violent paroxysm of

coughing the substance is impelled upward, and
in this way impinging against the mucous sur-

face of the larynx it excites suffocative cough,

and then may be readily dropped into the other

bronchial tube. The great danger is that the

foreign substance being liable to be displaced,

may pass into the larynx and produce instan-

taneous suffocation, as has happened in many
cases. A person is therefore never safe under

such circumstances.

In this case it is evident that the foreign sub-

stance has become partially impacted in the

broncial tube in which it lies. At all events, it

has not been subject to any upward movement
recently, for if it had been the lad would have

had spasms of coughing. Sometimes it is possi-

ble to detect the situation of the substance by
auscultation. Under such circumstances there

is diminished vesieular murmur unassociated

with any dulness, but on the contrary, increased

pulmonary resonance.

The patient will be re-examined at a future

clinic.

Lyceum of Natural History, New "Fork.

A well-attended meeting of the Lyceum of

Natural History was held at the Mott Memorial

House, No. 58 Madison avenue, on the evening

of the 24th ult., the President, Mr. John S.

Newberrv, in the chair. Mr. Wood presented a

specimen of madrapore from Tortugas. Dr.

Feuchtwanger gave an account of a child born
of a shepherdess in Switzerland, with a tumor

4J by 3^ inches, pear-shaped, on its back, which
proved to contain a foetus. Dr. Buckland re-

marked that the case was by no means rare, Dr.

Fisher, of Sing Sing having repeatedly met
with it. Prof. Martin exhibited a specimen of a

beetle, Oxacis JDorsalis, found at Sandy Hook in

crevices of dry timber, rare in this Iocalty, and
only found within a range of six miles. The
President exhibited a bottle of pretoleum from
Alaska, taken from a petroleum lake there, (pre-

sumed to be a continuation of the California

if it were deposited in the ventricle of the larynx. I
carboniferous formation): also, coal and fossil
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plants, the former equal in quality to that of any

American colliery. Mr. Seeley claimed that

the elements of matter have the character of

sexuality, and that each element was created in

pairs. A long discussion resulted in this theory

being advanced.

Medical Societies.

MEETING of PHILADELPHIA DRUGGISTS.

A meeting of druggists was held in the hall of

the College of Pharmacy of this city, Tuesday

evening, March 16th. The object of the meeting

was the consideration of "the bill recently laid

before the Legislature, professedly designed to

protect the public against the adulteration and

sophistication of drugs and medicines."

On motion of Mr. Edward Parrish, the follow-

ing officers were elected:

President—Robert Shoemaker.

Vice-Presidents—Thomas H. Powers, Charles

Ellis, Mitchell G. Rosengarten, Professor W.
Proctor, Jr., T. Morris Perot, William C.

Henszey.

Secretaries—Alfred B. Taylor and Wm. J.

Jenks.

The President, Mr. Robert Shoemaker, said:

You have all heard the object we had in view

in ealling this meeting. There was a movement

made a few weeks ago in a committee of the

Legislature for the appointment of a drug inspec-

tor. That bill emanated from the State Medical

Society of Pennsylvania. It was never presented

to the House but was killed in committee. The

first most of us knew of such a bill having been

prepared, was by a notice which appeared in one

of our daily papers stating that such a bill had

been presented by the Medieal Society of this

State, and that through the opposition of the

druggists of Philadelphia it had been killed in

committee. As presiding officer of the Drug

Exchange, I had the editorial alluded to read at

quite a large meeting of druggists, and there was

not a member of the Exchange who had ever

heard such a bill was to be presented. We
learned, after considerable investigation, that a

member of the State Senate had written to a

druggist in this city, stating that such a bill was

to be presented, and asking for his views in refer-

ence to it. He wrote a very proper letter in

reply, giving his individual views alone. So far

as any opposition eame from the druggists in

this city, that gentleman is responsible for it.

The letter was a very proper one in character, as

the bill would have been very objectionable.
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There is now another bill about to be present-

ed for the prevention of the adulteration of

drugs. I presume none of us would be opposed

to a proper person as inspector of drugs. We
should, however, prefer to have a voice in such,

an appointment. We should not like to have a

physician, superannuated and unfitted for the

practice of medicine, put in such a position. In

short we want a voice in the appointment of such

an officer, if there is such an one to be appointed,

and this meeting has been called for the purpose

of hearing from our friends in the trade in refer-

ence to this matter, and we hope there will be

from them a free expression of sentiment.

Mr. Edward Parrish then said:

In connection with what has been stated by

the chairman, I may inform the meeting that the

American Pharmaceutical Association, which met

in this hall some months since, appointed a com-

mittee, consisting of a member from New York,

who was the chairman ; one from Baltimore and

two from this city, for the purpose of maturing

a law suited to the requirements of pharmacy

throughout the United States, which law it was

designed to present to the Legislature of each.

State in the Union. It was thought that such,

legislation should not be hasty, but should be

the result of very mature labor and reflection and

comparison of sentiment beforehand. On that

account, the action of that committee hs^been

delayed, and no public announcement made of

their proceedings. A committee of the board of

trustees of this college has co-operated recently

with that committee, with special reference to

the State of Pennnsylvania. Fearing that the

bill now before the Legislature might be urged,

a committee of our college went to Harrisburg,

and were assured that it would not again be

brought up unless we were notified of it. It is

now in committee. Still, lest it might be pressed,

and for the purpose of getting the sense of drug-

gists and apothecaries and chemists, and all con-

cerned, in regard to a suitable law to go before

any legislature, this meeting was called. I have

prepared and submitted to my colleagues on

this committee, a series of resolutions designed

to express the sentiments of this meeting, pro-

viding the general sentiments of the College of

Pharmacy are acceptable to it. These resolu-

tions it might be premature to read at this time

or not, as the meeting would prefer. If they

were read they might form the nucleus for

some further aetion. I also have here a copy of

the law as it now stands, which has been pre-

pared by the committee of the Pharmaceutical

Association and modified by the committee of
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this college, which it would be important to

read in this connection.

On motion, the secretary then read the objec-

tionable bill for the appointment of a Drug In-

spector, presented at Harrisburg by a committee

of the Medical Society of the State of Pennsyl-

vania. It is entitled

An act to Prevent Adulteration in Drugs
and Medicinal Preparations.

Section 1. Be it enacted, etc , That every
person who shall admix, or cause to be admixed,
for sale or public use, any ingredient or material
with drugs or medicinal preparations with the
object of adulterating the same, or who shall

knowingly sell or cause to be sold, or use impure
or inert drugs or materials in the manufacture of
medicinal preparations, shall be guilty of a mis-
demeanor, and on conviction thereof before the
Court of Quarter Sessions of the county -wherein
the same shall be admixed or sold as aforesaid,
shall forfeit and pay to this Commonwealth a
penalty not exceeding one thousand dollars,

together with costs of prosecution.

Section 2. That every person violating the
provisions of this act may be presented by the
District Attorney to the Grand Jury of the proper
county for indictment and prosecution as in other
cases, or may on complaint, under oath or affir-

mation, be arrested on a warrant issued by any
alderman or justice of the peace of said county,
and after due hearing on proofs discharged, or
committed, or bound over for appearance and
trial at that or the next term of court, as in case
of othe^r misdemeanors.

_
Section 3. That whenever any resident physi-

cian of the county, being a graduate of medicine
and pharmacy, shall complain, under oath or
affirm a' ion before any alderman or justice of the
peace, that there are reasonable grounds for a
belief of the violation of this act, and shall file in
writing with said alderman or justice, a list of
such drugs or medicinal preparations which he
believes to be impure, inert, or adulterated, a
process in the nature of a search-warrant shall
be issued, directed to any constable, commanding
him to search, in company with and under the
direction of the complainant, the store, manufac-
tory, or other place of the alleged offender or
offenders, where such impure, inert, or adultera-
ted drugs or medicinal preparations are alleged
to be, and bring the same, together with the
person or persons in whose possession or owner-
ship they may be found, before said alderman or
justice of the peace, there to be dealt with ac-
cording to the provisions of this act.

Section 4. That in all cases of convietion of
a violation of this act, the impure, inert or adul-
terated drugs or medicinal preparations as afore-
said, shall be destroyed, under the order, and by
direction of the Court of Quarter Sessions of the
county aforesaid.

Mr. Edward PaRRisn thought it would be well
now to call up for consideration the bill which
had been referred to by him, prepared by the

committee of the American Pharmaceutical As-

sociation, to be presented to the Legislature of

each State. He did not read the bill in detail,

but gave an outline of its chief features as

follows:

It is proposed to entitle it "The Pharmacy
and Poison act of the year ."

Section 1st. From and after (time) of

year, it shall be unlawful for any person to

sell or keep open shop for retailing, dispensing
or compounding medicines and poisons, unless

such person shall be a registered pharmacist
within the meaning of this act, and shall also

conform to the regulations as to keeping, dis-

pensing, selling, and compounding of poisons
rtereinafter provided. And every shop kept open
for the retailing, dispensing and compounding of

medicines and poisons shall be under the direct

personal care, oversight and management of a
regisrered pharmacist or registered assistant

pharmacist, and every registered pharmacist or

registered assistant in pharmacy, to supervise

that particular shop only.

Section 2d provides that no person shall be

allowed to assume or exhibit the title of regis-

tered pharmacist, unless he shall be registered as

such in accordance with this act.

The next section particularizes those eligible

to be registered pharmacists. They must be

either graduates in pharmacy, practicing phar-

macists, or practicing assistants in pharmacy,

under the meaning of the act.

It then goes on to designate what a graduate

in pharmacy is. It further states that a prac-

ticing pharmacist shall be understood to be

only such person as prior to the passage of this

act, shall have kept open shop in the State of

Pennsylvania for the compounding, etc., of drugs.

This makes every one now in the business eligi-

ble to become a registered pharmacist. A prac-

ticing assistant in pharmacy shall be understood,

to be only such person as shall have attained the

age of twenty one, served five years in a shop,

and passed examination by an examining board,

to be composed of not less than five registered

pharmacists to be appointed by the judges of the

county court to hold office for three years, of

whom three shall form a quorum, or by the ex-

amining board of an incorporated or chartered

college of pharmacy in the State of Pennsylvania,

such board to consist of not less than five

members.

The bill goes on to provide for the appointment

of an officer by the Governor of the State, to be
called the Registrar of Pharmacy. He is to keep

a register in which the name of every registered

pharmacist in the State of Pennsylvania is to be

entered and annually corrected, which list he

is to publish annually. The fee, one dollar
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annually, which pays for the registering, entitles

each registered pharmacist to a copy of the regis-

ter thus published.

There is also a section which provides that in

country places it shall be lawful for retail dealers

to sell medicines not enumerated as poisons in

this act. provided such medicines are sold in the

original package distinctly labeled, bearing the

proper name of the medicine, together with the

name of the registered pharmacist or wholesale

dealer by whom it was put up.

Then it proceeds to specify that the sale of

poisons by retail, shall be confined strictly to

registered pharmacists, and to those persons in

the country who shall take out special license,

allowing them to sell poisons.

It then designates by a special schedule what
are poisons within the meaning of this act, and
that in case any substance hereafter shall be

stated to be a poison by authority of the college

of pharmacy of this city, it shall then be entered

by the Kegistrar of Pharmacy upon the list of

poisons which he annually publishes with his

register.

It next proceeds to except from the operation

of this law all physicians, who in the practice of

their profession are to be allowed to keep and
dispense poisons, throughout the country espe-

cially.

There is a provision also that poisons must be

properly labeled, with the word poison upon the

label, and that the precautions which are now
required by law and so little observed, shall be

enforced in regard to the sale of poisons, viz.,

the noting of the name of the purchaser, the

alleged object of purchase, date, residence, etc.

This law it is proposed to substitute for the

law now before the Legislature, as it is believed

to be comprehensive and to correct the evils at

which that law is professedly aimed. There is

no clause in it for the inspection of drugs,

although, it is in contemplation to add such a

clause. The whole subject is at present incom-

plete, and it is desired that it shall remain so

until another session of the Legislature.

Dr. N. C. Reid said that the bill now before

the Legislature from the State Medical Society

was utterly impracticable. How many physi-

cians are there who are also pharmaceutists in

the State of Pennsylvania? The number is very

few. Most physicians cannot recognize medi-

cines when they see them, much less tell good
from bad.

Mr. G. TV. Vatjghan stated that all druggists

Ipaew that many men graduated in medicine who
could not distinguish jalap from rhubarb. He
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had been in business for a good many years, and

had seen many instances of acts prejudicial to

druggists. For instance, physicians in his neigh-

borhood, and he understood also in other portions

of the city, were in the habit of entering drug

stores and saying "I will send you all my pre-

scriptions, if you will give me twenty, twenty-

five, or forty per cent." If the druggist reject

this offer, they become his enemy.

Dr. N. C. Reid thought that a law should be

passed to prevent the adulteration of drugs. He
had seen very essential articles adulterated.

One house in this city makes a standing rule of

adulterating almost every article of medicine they

sell. When a physician prescribes medicine, he

expects that medicine to do certain acts. If it is

a good article and fails, he is then to seek for the

reason. If it is a bad article and fail, he is at a

loss. If a sinapism be ordered, many druggists

will furnish a mixture of mustard and indian

meal, or of mustard and flaxseed meal.

Mr. Chas. Bullock said that the worst feature

of the objectionable bill had not been touched

upon, which is that the plaintiff has got the

right, together with an officer, to enter a shop or

manufactory, and carry off such, articles as have

been specified to be impure or adulterated. There

is no appeal. The physician is made by that act

the accuser and the judge. The capacity of a

physician to be a judge has been well shown to-

night.

Mr. Edward Parrish remarked that the allu-

sions that had been made to mustard were in

point, showing the utter fallacy of the proposed

law. Suppose there was an inspection of mus-

tard. Nine times out of ten that a physician

ordered mustard plaster, the mustard would be

obtained from a grocer. This law does not touch

him. And it is very difficult to ascertain whether

or not many drugs are adulterated. He related

a conversation which took place between two

medical gentlemen of this city. One of them, a

gentleman of large experience and learning, and

acquainted thoroughly with drugs from his posi-

tion, education, and facilities, was asked by his

friend in regard to his opinion of the appoint-

ment of an inspectorship of drugs. He replied

he did not know who could be got as a compe-

tent inspector. "You would be, yourself," he

was told. "Yes," he answered, "I know as

much about drugs, from the peculiar facilities I

have had, as any man in the medical profession,

but I would not be willing to accept such a posi-

tion, and decide in all cases whether articles were

or were not impure." When the subject of the

inspection of drugs in the United States Custom
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House was under discussion in the American

Pharmaceutical Association, before the law was

passed, the great object was to get standards.

The Association spent much time in endeavoring

to lay down standards of what were and what

were not capable of passing through the Custom

House, and they ultimately gave up the effort.

In chemicals recource can be had to analysis,

but in all galenical preparations there is great

difficulty in deciding upon the question of pu-

rity.

Mr. Edward Parrish then read the following

resolutions.

Whereas, There is an obvious necessity for the

enactment of laws to regulate the selling and
dispensing of medicines and poisons, to promote
the education of experts fitted to assume those

delicate and responsible duties, and thus to sup-

press the adulteration and sophistication of druirs

and medicines; and whereas, those only who by
education and experience are acquainted with

the difficulties of the subject are competent to

frame laws for the promotion of these desirable

objects

;

Resolved, That the safety of the public demands
that it should be unlawful for any one to sell

medicines by retail, or to compound the prescrip-

tions of physicians, without being first examined
by a competent board of examiners as to his fit-

ness to judge of and test the qualities and genu-
ineness of drugs and chemicals, and to mix, com-

bine, and dispense these according to the well-

established principles of pharmaceutical science.

Resolved, That the sale of substances danger-
ous to human life should be especially restricted

by law, and connected with precautions calculated

to insure against mistakes, and to lead to the de-

tection of any cases of accidental or criminal in-

jury or homicide.

Resolved, That "The Pharmacy and Poison
Act,-' prepared and now in course of revision by
a committee of the American Pharmaceutical
Association, with a view to procuring uniform
legislation in all the States of the Union, in its

leading features merits our approval, and we ask
for it when perfected by further comparison with

the laws of foreign countries, and by consulta-

tion with leading pharmaceutists in this and
other States, the careful consideration of the

Legislature and of the community for whose
benefit and protection it is designed.

Resolved, That the adulteration and sophistica-

tion of medicines is an evil only partially reached
by the special examination provided for by the

United States Government at the several ports of

entry, and by the vigilance of the several phar-
maceutical colleges and associations, and any
just and practical laws which can be devised for

its suppression shall have our earnest and hearty
support, yet we look to the more general cultiva-

tion and spread of pharmaceutical science, and
the more thorough professional education and
organization of dealers and compounders of

drugs and medicines as the surest guarantees

of the purity and efficiency of remedial agents.

Resolved, That we have no confidence in either

of the bills recently introduced into the Legisla-

ture of Pennsylvania, the one looking toward

the appointment of a State Inspector of Drugs,

and the other authorizing summary processes for

searching pharmaceutical stores, and the arrest

of their owners at the instance of irresponsible

informers, as neither law would, in our judg-

ment, prove sufficient or useful, while the latter

especially would lead to endless annoyances and

petty litigation.

The resolutions were seconded by Dr. Reid,

and unanimously adopted.

Dr. Reid thought druggists should regulate

and secure a uniformity of prices among them-

selves by combination. They should also en-

tirely prohibit the giving of per centage to phy-

sicians. When he was practising medicine he

never received it, and would never give it to any

man.

Mr. Ambrose Smitii said that in regard to per-

centages, he believed there were very few retail

druggists of any standing that do or will give it.

In no store with which he has been intimate has

it been done, and he hoped it was very seldom

permitted.

The President stated that he did not think any

respectable physician would accept it.

Mr. Geo. W. Yaughan said he knew the prac-

tice of receiving per centages to be very common

among physicians. Every day persons pa?s his

store to go to particular drug stores, where he

knew the physician was receiving from forty to

fifty per cent, on the price of the prescription.

For prescriptions for which he charged twenty-

five or thirty cents, these druggists asked seventy,

eighty, or ninety cents. He has been in busi-

ness in the northern part of the city for some

thirty years, and he saw that the per centage

system to physicians was a growing evil. Some-

thing should be done to protect the poorer por-

tions of the community. If he chose, he could

give the names of physicians who receive per

centages, which would surprise the meeting.

Prof. Wm. Proctor, Jr., stated that the main

point of the bill at Harrisburg is to cure what is

alleged to be a very serious evil, namely, the

adulteration of drugs. It would be very satis-

factory to him if the gentlemen present would

express themselves as to their willingness to have

some law by which such, adulteration should be

prevented. It is very clear that there is not only

adulteration in simple drugs, but an immense

adulteration, or, the same thing, imperfection in

the manufacture of pharmaceutical preparations.

Mr. Edward Parrish thought that the only

way to stop roguery in the drug business was-**)

have an organization holding the members sub-
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ject to its ethical rules. He hoped that this

meeting would result in a determination on the

part of reputable druggists, pharmacists, and

manufacturers in Philadelphia, to push through

a law of registration which will give status and

character to our profession.

The opinion having been expressed that it

would be well to meet the physicians and se

cure their aid in obtaining proper legislation

Mr. Chas. Ellis said he thought there should be

co-operation with the medical faculty in refer

ence to any proposed law. He was desirous

that the matter be postponed for the present.

If the Legislature would allow another year to

pass, something much more mature and better

adapted to all the wants would then result from

deliberation.

Mr. Bullock, while he had a high regard for

medical practitioners, did not see that it was ne

cessary that they should be consulted in regard

to the regulation of the drug trade. It was a

thing with which medical men had nothing to do.

The law should emanate entirely from those en-

gaged in the business. There is no more pro-

priety in medical men interfering with druggists

than there would be in the College of Pharmacy

attempting to secure legislation in regard to what

men shall practice medicine. The drug business

is a distinct branch of business, and should hold

itself separate and independent.

Mr. Needles also failed to see wherein co-

operation with the medical profession is in any

sense appropriate to this specific interest, and he

eminently approved of the remarks of Mr. Bul-

lock.

After some further debate, on motion of Mr.

James T. Shinn, it was* ordered that a copy of

the resolutions passed by the meeting be sent to

the Philadelphia County Medical Society, to the

College of Physicians, and to the chairman of

the Judiciary Committee of the Legislature.

Editorial Department.

Periscope.

held before the face is often painful to the eyes

of the sick. Sitting up in bed and twisted to-

ward the light is a constrained and, to a debili-

tated invalid, an exhausting position; and while

a child would be willing to open its mouth, it

would often rebel against sitting up for a throat

examination. The physician, conscious that his

patient is in a fatiguing attitude, hurries his in-

vestigations, and sometimes obtains but a per-

plexing view. These annoyances may be les-

sened or obviated by the use of a small concave

mirror, with a focal distance of about twelve

inches. Daylight can be reflected into the throat

of the patient while he lies quietly in bed or

slightly raised on pillows, and the lamp used

for illumination at night can be placed above or

at the side of his head. Of course, it is well

known that such mirrors are used by those who
are constantly treating diseases of the throat,

but the object of this article is to recommend

them to more general use. Much weariness

would thus be spared the sick, and such a mirror

is also useful for the examination of any cavity

on a dark day or at night.

A Practical Point in the Treatment of Throat
Diseases.

Frederick A. Burrall, M. D., communicates

to the Medical Gazette the following.

It is often a difficult matter to examine satis-

factorily the throats of patients who are lying

in bed. The head of the bed may be toward

the window, thus placing the patient's mouth
away from the light, and the glare of a lamp

How to Cure a Cold.

Dr. T. Inman, in a recent number of the Med.

Mirror, has the following to say on this subject.

The most common cause of catarrh is a sudden

transition from a moist and cold atmosphere, such

as is commonly met with in an "open" English

winter, to a hot and dry room; and those people

are most subject to "bad colds," who by accident

or design have to undergo such transitions. For

example, a lady fresh from a ball room drives

home a good long distance on a nasty night in

winter. In spite of a comfortable carriage, she

respires the cold air of December or January,

and arrives at home jaded with dancing, and

chilled by the night dews. Joyfully she rushes

to her comfortable boudoir to find warmth, quiet,

and a pleasant nook for a chat. But she soon

nds that she has " caught a cold"—it may be a

fatal one—and then she and her friends lay

the blame at the door of the chill on leaving the

assembly room, rather than to the comfort of the

chamber of luxury. From long personal expe-

rience I would say that no one single cause is

more frequently in operation to produce catarrh

than the one referred to, and I entirely agree

with the remark of an old surgeon, that it would

be more sensible for individuals to say they had

been " catching hot," when they felt themselves

"in" for a catarrh, than to say that they had

caught cold.

If we now pause to inquire what the effect of
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heat upon a cold tissue of the body is, we see its I superior to one composed of equal parts of ram,

type in chilblain. Children may play in frost honey, and lemon juice, with or without the a l-

and snow for hours, and yet suffer comparatively dition of laudanum. For the indigestion nothing

little from chilblains; they may have frost bite answers so well as warm port-wine negus, and

from prolonged exposure, but this is not chil- for diarrhoea an enema of starch and laudanum

blain. The latter is most constantly produced is superior to medicine given by the mouth. For

by heat being suddenly imparted to chilled ex- the general malaise, nothing is better, for those

tremities, such as toes, fingers, etc. "When once who can take it, than the use of opium inter-

chilblain has been induced we see it two stages— nally as laudanum or the crude drug. To a man
one of undue vascularity, or congestion with a obliged to go out in all weathers, a pill contain

-

tendency to ulceration—the other one of undue iug two grains of solid opium will give relief for

pallor with ulcers that show no tendency to heal.
|
six hours or more. Where laudanum cannot be

Let us now ask the surgeon in what way he

would endeavor to cure chilblain. Surely, he

will say, by local bleeding when there is conges-

tion, and by local stimulation when the parts are

ulcerated.

As like causes produce like effects, and as we
see reason to believe that heat following frigidity

gives rise to catarrh, we are justified in thinking

that a cold has something in it akin to a chil

blain. Consequently we treat it locally by small

evacuations of bbod. As, for example, we re-

taken, chloroform will answer instead.

In fine we may sum up our remarks by quot-

ing a very trite old saw, viz., "Stuff a cold,"—

a

very lame and impotent conclusion to tho^e who

have been accustomed to act as reason would dic-

tate; but a boon of price to those who have been

treated with antimonial or ipecacuanha wine.

I know a family, some of whom had been near

death's door, in consequence of having a "cold"'

when residing with a certain relative, who being

nothing in general, became by choice a catarrh

lieve catarrhal sore throat by two leeches over I curer in particular, using as a panacea solution

each tonsil; or if the sore throat be more marked

by pallor than redness, we use such stimulants

as a port wine gargle.

Having thus indicated our opinions of the na-

ture of catarrh, we may conclude by describing

the routine treatment which we adopt. In the

of antimony ; which he recommended to his guests

with such pertinacity that they swallowed the

poison to escape the imputation of disrespect, and

then declined to take any more on the plea of

clinging to life.

If a plan such as we here suggest be adopted,

early or good-for-nothing stage, and as long as it
|
the chance that a cold will run into a galloping

consumption is very small; if, on the contrary, a

cold is starved and attacked by such drugs as

antimony, ipecacuanha, colocynth, and the like,

lasts, we order mulled port wine—prepared ac

cording to any approved fashion—or if people

dislike alcohol, we suggest hot tea, hot coffee,

hot barley water, or any other nice diluent. Ipe

cacuanha lozenges, antimonial wine, and purga-

tives are to be uniformly avoided— sometimes

they almost act as poisons. In many cases no

thing beyond spiced port wine, warm rooms,

warm bed, and a week of " coddling" is required

;

but if the conjunctiva be very much inflamed

the internal ear be affected, the throat be very

sore, etc., it is advisable to take blood locally by

means of a leech or two as near to the spot as

possible. For bad coryza or cold in the head

the application of a very hot kerchief to the face

the depression produced by the disease and the

treatment may eventuate in absolute "decline."

Reproduction of the Brain.

Some very remarkable experiments have re-

cently been made by Voit, in regard to the re-

moval of the hemispheres of the brain of pigeons,

and communicated to the Academy of Sciences

in Munich. After the operation, the pigeons

fell into a torpid condition, resembling sleep ; but

after a longer or shorter time, generally lasting,

however, for weeks, they became lively again,

or holding the head over boiling water gives opened their eyes and flew about. Curiously

temporary relief. The use of pure powdered enough, however, they took no notice of the food

opium for snuff is of great efficacy, but its em
ployment is disagreeable to the patient for about

half an hour, as the powder acts primarily as an

irritant. As a gargle, port wine alone, swal-

lowed at the end of the process, is appropriate;

so next in value to it is a gargle composed of

tincture of the sesquichloride of iron and lauda-

num and water. For the cough no linctus is

placed before them, and had to be fed by hand.

They seemed to have lost all feeling of fear of

their enemies. The pigeons that had been opera-

ted upon on being kilied, showed that the space

previously occupied by the cerebral hemisphere

had become filled, either with a fibrous exudation

or with a porus liquid ; or else that the cerebel-

lum had moved forward, and the roof of the
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skull had sunken in. A young pigeon after the

operation gradually returned almost to its normal

condition, but would not partake of any food of

its own accord. After five months' time, in the

cavity of the skull previously occupied by the

brain, there appeared a white mass, having per-

fectly the appearance and the consistency of the

white cerebral matter, and which passed unin-

terruptedly and imperceptibly into the crura,

which had not been removed. The mass presen-

ted the appearance of two hemispheres, each of

them with the cavity filled with fluid, and with a

septum between them. The whole consisted of

perfect, double, contorted, primitive, nervous

fibres, and unmistakably contained ganglionic

cells.

Phosphorus in Locomotor Ataxia.

Dr. Lambert in the New York Medical Journal

gives an interesting account of a young lady aged

22. He had been treating her for chlorosis and

dysmenorrhoea.

'•In September last, from exposure to wet and

cold, her menses ceased, and all the symptoms

of progressive locomotor ataxia set in. Her
parents, who live in the country, came for more

medicine, and casually told me that her menses

did not come on at their usual period ; conse-

quently I went to see her, and in her attempting

to shake hands with me she grasped me by the

wrist. This excited my fears immediately that

she had Duchenne's disease. Upon further ex-

amination my diagnosis was verified. The

patient, in attempting to walk, staggered and

swayed her body from side to side to keep her

equilibrium. She would suddenly halt to recover

herself, and then would plunge forward, seem-

ingly in a great hurry to* reach the point to which

she desired to go. She was unable to feed her-

self, from the want of coordinate action of the

muscles, and, in fact, unless she was watching

her hands continually, she was liable to drop

whatever she had in them. Her speech was

also affected ; she was not able to articulate some

words perfectly.

What is strange in this case is, that I was

giving her syr. ferri iodidi at the very time that

the disease manifested itself; the very medicine

that Dr. Julius Althaus used, with so much

benefit in his case, the only one recorded, until

lately, that had been much benefited by medi-

cine.

As soon as I recognized the disease, I gave

potass, bromid. grs. xv., ter indie, and submitted

the patient to the action of magneto-electricity

once every twenty-four hours. I also gave two

pills of aloes and iron, which produced too much
relaxation, the effect continuing two or three

days. This, in fact, seemed to prostrate her to

uch an extent that she was obliged to take to

her bed, and there remain for a time. Fortu-

nately, just then I received the September

number of the New York Medical Journal, and

in it saw that Dr. Dujardin Beaumetz had given

phosphorus in this disease, with excellent, effects.

I immediately ordered acidi phosphorici 341. m.

xv., ter in die, in simple syrup. The next day

her menses came on, and in a short time she

began to improve. In a few days I increased

the dose to twenty, twenty five and then to

thirty minims. After ten or twelve days, I

omitted the acid, and gave her the pyrophos-

phate of iron for a week, and then returned to

the acid. I continued the electricity every alter-

nate day. In two weeks she was able to sit up,

and had sufficient control over the muscles of her

upper extremities to be able to knit. In one

month she could walk about the house tolerably

well. Now it is something over two months; she

can take long walks, do housework almost as well

as ever, and has become very fleshy. The elec-

tricity has been discontinued for about one

month, and she is not at all regular with her

medicine at the present time. However, I have

the most sanguine hopes that she will perfectly

recover. The improvement has been so great

that it is impossible to discern anything wrong

with her, except a very slight irregularity in her

walk.

Men and Monkeys.

The Nation gives a notice of a recent work

touching on the kinship of man and the monkey,

by Dr. Bischoff, entitled "Die Grosshirnwir =

dungen der Menschen." This study of the brains

of men and apes in all stages of cerebral growth,

from the foetus to the fully developed being, is

exceedingly thorough. Two circumstances, it

says, however, one affecting the author's mind

and the other affecting his materials, tend to

vitiate the results of his investigations: 1. He is

haunted by the spectre of Darwinism, and seems

resolved to lay his spirit at all hazards; conse-

quently, he emphasizes the points of difference

between brains of men and those of apes, but

fails to note the points of resemblance, so that

what should be a strictly scientific argument de-

generates into a special plea. 2. The specimens

of brains which he examined were preserved

some in chloride of zinc, others in alcohol, Avhilst

others were studied in wax impressions or plaster

casts. The danger of false deductions from such
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heterogeneous data is evident, however great

care may have been taken to avoid incorrect

conclusions, since the source of error lies beyond

the author's control. Dr. Bisciioff discovered

the nearest resemblance between the cerebral

convolutions of the adult orang outang and those

of the eight months' foetus. He does not appear

to have compared the brains of young apes with

those of children, where the similarity is said to

be much greater than between grown apes and

men. Indeed, the rotund cranial development

and frontal elevation of the orang-outang in

early you^h indicate a mental power very little

inferior to that of the human infant. These

marks of intellectuality in the brute animal dis-

appear with advancing age. Dr. Bischoff's

book is rendered additionally attractive by a

series of plates.

Hydrophobia.

We are kindly furnished the following from

La Ferme,YiSL Le Consiitidionnel and the (Milan)

Perseveranza of Feb. 14, 18G9.

Dr. Buisson, having been called in to a person

in the last stage of hydrophobia, bled him, and

then wiped his own hands with a handkerchief

saturated with the slimy saliva of the dying

man. On the forefinger of his left hand he had

a small open wound, and soon realized his im

prudence, but trusting to a remedy which he had

recently discovered, simply washed himself with

water.

"Supposing," says Dr. Buisson, "that the

malady would not be developed under forty days,

and having many patients to care for, I post-

poned from day to day the application of my
remedy—a vapor-bath. On the ninth day, being

in my study, I suddenly felt a pain in my throat,

and another, still more violent, in my eyes; ray

body seemed to me so light that I felt able to

leap to a prodigious height, and to remain sus-

pended in air. I was so sensible of the hairs of

my head, that it seemed as if, without seeing

them, I could count them. In my mouth the

saliva was constantly gathering. The air blow-

ing upon me caused me dreadful suffering, and
I tried not to look on the sparkling objects. I

had a constant desire to run and bite, not men,

but animals and all that surrounded me.

"I drank with difficulty, and noticed that the

sight of the water tormented me more than the

pain in my throat. I believe that by closing the

eyes of a person attacked with hydrophobia, he

can continue to drink. My attacks came every

five minutes, and then I felt the pain leave my

forefinger, and course through the nerves to my
back.

"Piefiecting that my remedy was only preser-

vative, and not curative, I took a vapor-bath, not

expecting to cure, but to bathe myself. When
the bath was raised to 52° centigrade of heat, all

the symptoms disappeared as by enchantmen k

;

nor did I afterward feel anything. I have at-

tended more than eighty persons bitten by hydro-

phobic animals, and all recovered by means of

this remedy.

u When a person is bitten by a mad dog. he

should take seven vapor-baths (Russian), one a

day, from 57 to 63 degrees. This is the preser-

vative remedy. When the disease has developed

itself, a single vapor bath suffices, rapidly raised

to 57 degrees centigrade, then gradually to 63.

The patient should keep closely to his room till

his cure is complete."

Characters of Good Meat.

Dr. Letuery, who has had great special expe-

rience during several years in the city of London,

describes the following as the characters of good

meat. 1. It is neither of a pale pink color nor of

a deep purple tint; for the former is a sign of

disease, and the latter indicates that the animal

has not been slaughtered, but has died with the

blood in it, or has suffered from acute fever.

2. It has a marbled appearance from the rami-

fications of little veins of fat among the muscles.

3. It should be firm and elastic to the touch, and

should scarcely moisten the fingers—bad meat

being wet, and sodden, and flabby, with the fat

looking like jelly or wet parchment. 4. It should

have little or no odor, and the odor should not

be disagreeable; for diseased meat has a sickly

cadaverous smell, and sometimes a smell of

physic. This is very discoverable when the

meat is chopped up and drenched with warm
water. 5. It should not shrink or waste much in

cooking. 6. It should not run to water, or

become very wet on standing for a day or so,

but should, on the contrary, dry upon the sur-

face. 7. When dried at a temperature of 212°

or thereabout, it should not lose more than from

seventy to seventy-four per cent, of its weight,

whereas bad meat will often lose as much as

eighty per cent. Other properties of a more re-

fined character will also serve for the recogni-

tion of bad meat, as that the juice of the flesh is

alkaline or neutral to test-paper, instead of being

distinctly acid ; and the muscular fibre, when ex-

amined under the microscope, is found to be

sodden and ill-defined.

—

Brit. Med. Journal.
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4®~ Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence
News, etc. etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

To insure publication, articles must be practical

brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

We particularly value the practical experience of coun-
try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfully belongs to the profession.

PRELIllXNAKY EDUCATION FOB MEDI-
CAL STUDENTS.

We have often spoken of the propriety of de-

manding a test of some kind for young men
aspiring for diplomas. We have constantly

iterated the value of some knowledge of Latin

;

we have boldly asserted, in the teeth of oppo-

sition, that doctors should not be dunces, even in

a democratic country. A correspondent urges

the same thing in a letter before us. He says

:

"Let us go into any of our first-class medi-

cal schools, the University, or the Jefferson of

our own city, for instance. What do we find?

Perhaps more than one-half the young aspirants

are ignorant of the language in which medicines

are written ; besides many have a very meagre
English education.

Can there be any wonder that our profession

is annoyed and degraded by so many quacks

with their nostrums, when our standard of re-

quirements are so low, that even those who have

received their professional degrees in good faith

have to resort to various insinuating machina-

tions in order that they may get into practice?

How can a profession be what it should, when
any one can leave his cobbler's-bench, quit his

plough, or throw down his pick, because he con-

1 ceives he can make money easier and faster by

j

attending two courses of lectures in some college,

!
and gull the people in practising the divine art

of 'curing/

It is certainly no wonder that men who per-
haps have never had one good idea, after getting
a smattering of medicine should compound a few
drugs together as original, and have them
patented. All this is produced by the low stan-
dard of our professional requirements.

Let the line of demarcation be drawn between
the well educated and the ignorant professional
man, and at once the former will feel the benefit

of the distinction. This can only be accomplished
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by our medical college adopting and establishing

resolutions requiring a candidate to show a

diploma from some classical college of which he

is a graduate, as well as also a certificate of good

character.

Lack of confidence and jealousy often destroy

our best purposes. So it appears in this, that

when one of our Eastern schools, in good faith

with some of her sisters, would admit none but

graduates in her medical department, she was

compelled to give up, on account of a want of

compliance in others.

So it appears to-day that there is such a spirit

of rivalry in our schools, not so much which will

turn out the best, but who will have the most

graduates. This might in a manner be tolerated

in our early history when there was a great

demand for persons having the title. But now
in our advanced civilization, when there are

facilities for every one to receive a liberal educa-

tion, and the demand is for more intelligent

skill, let us not overflow our country with in-

competent doctors.

When we consider the limited requirements

of our schools, the frequent mistakes in discrimi-

nating disease, and the danger that might result

from injudicious remedies, we cannot wonder at

the incredulity of many who resort to the man
of the homoeopathic doses, because they feel at

least safe taking his thirtieth dilution.

Nor is it surprising that the fair sex should

aspire to cope with her masculine brother.

When the smooth soft hand, the mild flattering

word, with a little tasteless and in itself useless

medicine is only requisite to gain abiding faith

and confidence.

Ohio has taken one good step in the right di-

rection. Let Pennsylvania go to the fountain

source, her colleges, and let those who are per-

mitted to go out from their walls, be wholly what
their name implies, and there will be a suitable

reform/ 7

We are less sanguine about the efficacy of the

reform in Ohio, when diplomas can be bought in

this city for the price of a pair of boots. The

apathy of medical faculties, and medi cal societies,

will only be broken when they see year by year

the public growing more and more disgusted

with the ignorance and petty jealousies that now
prevent the usefulness of our art to so great an

extent.

The house of Morson & Son, of London, whose

card appears in this number, is one of the most

celebrated and reliable chemical and pharma-

ceutical establishments in England. Their prep-

arations can generally be relied upon.

EDITORIAL.
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This column will contain each week a collection of the

Becipes, remarkable for their novelty and elegance, now
in use by prominent practitioners, as recommended by

them in reoent lectures at College and Hospital Clinics,

and at meetings of Medical Societies, in newly published

monographs and systematic treatise^, and in the current

medical periodicals of this country and Europe. It will

include formula? for hypodermic injections, for inhala-

tions, for rectal and Vaginal suppositories, for ointments,

lotions, collyria, etc., etc.

The se!ection will be such that each prescription will

commend itself, both by its intrinsic merits, and by the

authority of the name of the physician by whom origi-

nated or employed. It is designed to give only the latest

and host approved therapeutical expressions of the pro-

fession— to' afford a periscope of the remedial measures

resorted to by eminent living physicians.

It is proposed, hereafter, to classify these formulas, and

issue them in book form.

Below will be found some recent formulas used

to combat the secondary and tertiary phenomena

of syphilis.

Remedies employed against Constitutional

Syphilis.

"William Aitken, M. D., Edin.

Hydrargyri chloridi corros., gr. j.

Potassii iodidi, gr. xxx.
Liq. potassse arsenitis, rfyxxxvj.

Alcohol., f.gjj.

Extract! sarsaparillge fluidi, fjf iij.

Aquae cinnamomi, adfjxij. M.

Two tablespoonfuls three times a day, after

meals, in the treatment of some of the more in

tractable forms of syphilitic squama.

Prof. S. D. Gross.

R. Hydrargyri chloridi corros., gr. j.

Potasii iodidi, ^ij.

Syr. sarsaparillae compos., f.5iij. M.
Dessertspoonful ter die, shortly after meals, in

tertiary syphilis.

Prof. Gross almost invariably combines the

"bichloride of mercury with iodide of potassium

in the treatment of tertiary syphilis, particularly

when the affection is of long standing. An in-

firm, broken state of the1 system is no bar to the

use of mercury in this mode of combination ; on

the contrary, it often affords the medicine an

opportunity for its best display. To counteract

any disagreeable effects of the above recipe, such

* Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year

1869, by Geo. H. Napheys. M.D , in the Clerk's office of

the District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylva-

nia.

N. B. This copyright is not intended to prevent medi-

cal journals publishing these articles, but only their be-

ing issued in book form.
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as gastric irritation, diarrhoea, etc., (which, how-

ever, rarely ensue) an anodyne, as a small quan-

tity of morphia, or from five to ten drops of the

acetated tincture of opium may be combined

with each dose.

In regard to the dose of iodide of potassium in

the treatment of tertiary syphilis, Prof. Gross

states that long experience has taught him that

while less than ten grains ter die will rarely do

much good, there are few cases in which more

than this quantity is really ever needed.

Cullerier (successor of Ricord at the Ilopi-

tal du Midi, Paris) says that in order to be effec-

tive, iodide of potassium must be given in a

sufficient quantity, as, for example, gr. xv. to

gj. in the course of the day. It is almost useless

in the early secondary stage in which it can

never supersede mercury.

Berkeley Hill, M. B., F. R. C. 8,, London,

has found that in the administration of iodide of

potassium it is best to begin with two grains dis-

solved in an ounce and a-half or two ounces of

liquid, three "or four times daily, before break-

fast and between meals, and to increase the

dose by a grain or two every three days. If

the patient finds no benefit from a moderate

amount, as is often the case when the disease is

of very long standing, larger doses of eight, ten

or twenty grains should be tried, or even much

larger doses. Forty grains ter die will some-

times quell an obstinate syphilide which has

resisted smaller quantitiss. Still larger quanti-

ties than this have been given without ill effect.

Usually, however, the risk of iodism may be

avoided by combining ammonia or bromide of

potassium with the iodide. The aromatic spirits

of ammonia or the carbonate of ammonia is an

excellent adjuvant. Professor Gross also speaks

of the advantage of combining carbonate or

muriate of ammonia with iodide of potassium.

With reference to the employment of iodide of

sodium and iodide of ammonium as substitutes

for iodide of potassium, Professor Gross some-

times recommends their use in five grain doses.

Cullerier says that the iodide of ammonium

gives no better results than the iodide of potas-

sium, and he has abandoned its use. It has been

asserted, however, on good authority, that the

iodides of sodium and ammonium will sometimes

succeed in cases in which the iodide of potassium

has failed. (Tanner and others.) They are

more nauseous than the iodide of potassium.

Bromide of potassium has been employed in

tertiary syphilis recently. Cullerier says no

reliance can be placed on this remedy. Berke-

ley Hill asserts that in small doses in conjunc-
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tion with the iodide, it increases the energy of

the latter very materially. It should be borne in

mind in administering the bromide of potassium

that it is decomposed by a syrup.

To overcome the disagreeable taste of the

iodide of potassium, so often complained of by

patients, Paget says that a mixture of whisky,

and the compound syrup of sarsaparilla makes

the best vehicle.

Hypodermic Injection,

Berkeley Hill, M. B. Lond., F. R. C. S.

R. Hydrargyri chloridi corrosivi, gr.J

Aquae destillatae, TI),xxx. M.

For one injection. The patient is thus very

rapidly brought under the influence of the drug

by much less mercury than is used in any other

way. The amount taken into the system can

also be exactly measured. Introduced in this

way in divided doses of about grains 1-5, it pro-

duces mercurialization when about one grain has

been injected. The condition is kept to the re-

quisite intensity by the daily injection of gr \.

This method has the disadvantage of requiring

the attendance of the surgeon, and is disliked

for the slight pain it causes
;
hence, it is only

to be recommended where circumstances render

it doubtful whether the mercury be taken by the

patient or where, as in severe iritis, it is neces-

sary to put the patient under the influence of

mercury as quickly as possible. The subcuta-

neous injection of mercury is also resorted to

by Scarenzio and Hebra. The latter injects

about gr. 1-40 of corrosive sublimate at a time.

Dr. Lewin, of Berlin, adds morphia to the cor-

rosive sublimate for hypodermic injection in

syphilis. *

Surgeon W. S. W. Ruschenberger, U. S. N.

R. Hydrargyri iodidi rubri, gr. j.

lodinii, gr. ij.

Potassii iodidi,

Syrupi sarsaparillae compositi, f.|xv.

Aquae f.^j. M.
Tablespoonful four times a day.

Thomas Hawkes Tanner, M. D., F. L. S. Lond.

R. Hydrargyri chloridi corrosivi, gr. ij.

Pulveris opii, gr. v-viij

Pulveris guaiaci, gss. M.
Fiant piiulae xvj.

Once, twice, or three a day, where it is desira-

ble to continue the use of the corrosive sublimate

over many weeks.

R. Ammoniae carbonatis, gss.

Potassii iodidi 5j.
Tincturae aconiti folii H\xxx.
Tincturae cinchonae flavae, f.^vj.

Aquae menthae piperitae ad f..|iij. M.
Tablespoonful in a half wine glass of water,

ter die, at 9 A. M., 2 P. M., and 7 P. M.

2

R. Hydrargyri iodidi viridis, gr. ij.

Extracti opii, gr. j.

Extracti hyoscyami, gr. vj. M.
Divide into two pills, and order one to be

taken every night at 11 o'clock, as long as the

above mixture is continued. Very useful in

many forms of constitutional syphilis.

Edward John Tilt, M. D , Lond.

R. Hydrargyri iodidi viridis, gr.j.

Extracti hyoscyami, gr. ij. M.

An antisyphilitic pill, to be taken morning and

night.

Prize Essays.

All essays submitted for prizes at the next

meeting of the American Medical Association,

should be forwarded to Dr. S. M. Bemiss, Chair-

man of Committee of Prize Essays, by or before

the 25th of April.

Delaware County, Pa., Medical Society.

The Delaware County Medical Society held its

annual meeting recently, at Parrish's Sanita-

rium, Media, appointing the following officers for

the ensuing year

:

President—Dr. M. Emanuel.

Vice-President—Dr. J. L. Forwood.

Secretary—Dr. Isaac N. Kerlin.

Treasurer—Dr. Theodore S. Christ.

We learn that an earnest effort is being made

to re-animate this Society, it having been nearly

dead since 1860, and only known not to be dead

by spasmodic attempts at u re-organization." It

is somewhat discreditable to the profession of the

county, if a live society cannot be sustained.

We shall certainly be glad to know that the ex-

perience which, we suppose, our medical friends

are deriving from our miseries, aches and ills,

is not lost, but suitably discussed, criticised and

adjusted for the good of their victims and the

advancement of science. For such a desirable

end, let us have a Delaware County Medical

Society, composed of active, intelligent and influ-

ential gentlemen—those who are the open ene-

mies of quackery; who neither by practice,

profession nor advertisement, give it countenance

or support. A Society composed of such men
would be a credit to the county. With quacks

in it, it will be a disgrace to all connected there-

with.

—

Del. Co. Republican.

The valuable Medical Library collected by

the late Dr. Dewitt C. Enos, has been presented

by his widow to the Long Island Historical Soci-

ety. It consists of 815 bound volumes, and 74

unbound volumes, besides a large number of

pamphlets.
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Correspondence.

DOMESTIC.

Mullein—its Curative Powers, etc.

Editors Medical and Surgical Reporter:

I have been intending for some time, and in fact

have been asked by a practising physician, to

state a few facts with respect to the efficiency of

mullein in certain diseases. Waving the descrip-

tion of mullein, which is entirely unnecessary,

since it is so familiar to almost every schoolboy

in America, England and on the Continent, I

will state what I know about its effects upon the

bladder in cases of inflammation. It has been

noticed by medical men to have an effect upon

the lungs, the liver, and to be an antidote for

piles; but no one has expressed any certainty as

to its potency in diseases of the urinary organs.

What I shall say concerning the curative powers

of mullein in gravel, or inflammation of the

bladder, is the result of my own experience, and

the experience of others, who communicated the

same to me. I had for several years been labor-

ing under inflammation of the bladder, and had

thoroughly tested the efficiency of Helmbold's

Extract of Buchu, which gave me but temporary

relief. I was induced by an old gentleman,

who alleged that the mullein had helped him
more than all other medicines that he had ever

used, to make trial of it, and to my surprise

found that it acted like a cbarm in allaying all

uneasiness about the bladder, and giving tone to

the stomach, and proper action to the liver. I

recommended its use to an old clerical friend of

mine, who had long been a sufferer from diabetes

and gravel, and in a week after he told me that

he felt better since he quit using buchu, and

commenced the use of mullein, than he had for a

year.

I communicated the fact that mullein was good
in diseases of the bladder to Dr. Lewis, of Far-

mington, Pa., who has tested it in a case of
gravel of long standing, and informs me that the

patient is so well that he only requires its occa-

sional use, and yet it is not more than half a
year since the Doctor prescribed it.

He also used it with fine effect in a case of a
woman who had given birth to a child, and who
was unable to void water. Now, Messrs. Editors,

these are facts that ought to be known to the

world, and physicians are the very ones who
ought to give publicity to them, that the suffering

may have a sure antidote at hand without spend-

ing a fortune for imported medicines.

Mode of Preparation.—Strip the leaves off the

stalks, or if it has not shot up to stalk, take the

leaves and roots, or leaves alone, put them in a

tin vessel, either green or after they have been

dried—dried leaves make the more agreeable tea

—pour boiling water upon them, letting them
boil until the substance is well drawn from the

leaves, then strain, and drink when cool enough.

Drink one, two, or three swallows of the tea

three times a day before eating. You may make
it strong or weak, and drink much or little, with-

out the least injurious effect.

Uniontown, Pa.

J. C. Hencii, M. D.

Sewing Machines vs. Health.

Editors Medical and Surgical Reporter:

Allow me through your journal to direct the

attention of the profession to the influence (if

any) which the operating of sewing machines

has upon the uterine organs.

The subject has been discussed by obstetrical

societies, both in this country and abroad, and,

like all subjects when first broached, elicited a

variety of opinions.

Several gentlemen that took part in the dis-

cnssion, and who made diseases of females some-

what of a specialty, were fully convinced that

the effect upon females was very frequently in-

jurious, and that the injury they inflicted was

not confined to the feeble, but as frequently

affected those most robust. In fact that the

injurious effect was not in consequence of the

severity of the labor, but that the motions in

some way acted unfavorably upon the uterine

organs.

Their evidence was derived, not only from

individual cases that came under their immediate

observation, but from the statement of females

who had charge of a large number of machines

operated by their own sex, that it was almost

universal that the operators were unable to con-

tinue work during a part, if not the whole, of

their menstrual period, and that the motion gave

them severe pain in the back. This would indi-

cate that the running of a machine did most

decidedly affect the uterine organs.

The. writer of this article has seen a few in-

stances of ruddy healthy young women confined

to their bed immediately after operating a sewing

machine for a portion of a few days.

As diseases of these organs are evidently on

the increase, it is desirable that this point should

be settled by observation, and that the facts

should be published. I would therefore solicit
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from the readers of your journal the results of

their experience. Enquirer.

New York, March, 1869.

P. S. Since writing the above, a gentleman,

who employs a large number of girls, (some 70,)

about equally divided upon sewing machines

and other work, says that it was noticed that

those who operated sewing machines were obliged

to evacuate the bladder very often, while the

others engaged upon other work were not af-

fected.

The "Wisconsin Medical Law.

Editors of the Medical and Surg. Reporter:

I notice you are publishing in your very valu-

able journal the laws regulating the practice of

medicine and surgery in some of the states, and

thought perhaps you would like to give your

readers the law of Wisconsin on this subject

which is as follows:

Section 1. Section 14 of chapter 33 of the re-

vised statutes, entitled "Medical Societies" is

hereby amended, by adding thereto as follows:

"but no person practising physic or surgery

shall have the right to collect, in any action

in any court of this state, fees for the perfor-

mance of medical service, nor to testify in a pro-

fessional capacity as a physician and surgeon in

any case, unless such person shall have received

a diploma from some incorporated medical

society or college, or shall become a member of

the state or some county medical society legally

organized in this state.

Section 2. This act shall take effect and be in

force from and after its passage and publication.

Approved April 8th, 1867.

L. M. Benson, M. D.

Lowell, Wisconsin.

Action of the Heart in New-born Infants.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter :

In the Lying-in "Ward of the City Hospital, on

the 6th day of February, 1869, Margaret

gave birth to a female child, after a labor of an

hour's duration. The child presented by the pel

vie pole, and the pain succeeding the pain that

expelled the breech, expelled the shoulders and

head. The two pains, with the intermission, oc-

cupying not more than ten minutes.

While I was engaged with the child, the nurse

removed the placenta, which was detached and

lying in the vagina. The placenta was delivered

and the cord tied within the space of three mi-

nutes after the birth of the child. Respiration

not being established, I immediately made ef-

forts to establish it, using all the modes the know-
ledge of which I was in possession of.

Noticing the regular and vigorous action of

the heart, I entertained much hope of being able

to resuscitate the child. My efforts continued

eleven minutes, during which time the heart

kept up the vigorous action that signalized it at

the time of birth, and no perceptible effort at re-

spiration was made in all this time. The heart,

after acting eleven minuses, ceased to beat, and

I relinquished my efforts at resuscitation.

Deeming this an unusual length of time for

the heart to act independently of respiration,

and thinking the fact, could it be established,

would be of interest to many who have studied

this subject, we proceeded to an autopsy of the

case.

Two hours after birth, in the presence of sev-

eral medical gentlemen, the thorax of the child

was opened, and the heart and lungs removed.

Upon inspection of the lungs, matter supposed

to be tuberculous was found extensively diffused

through both of them. On applying the hydro-

static test, they sank to the bottom of the ves-

sel in w l ich they were placed, and the expressed

opinion of the gentlemen present was that respi-

ration had never taken place.

The heart was examined, and the foramen

ovule was found to be in existence.

W. Walling, M.D.,

Resident Phys., Louisville City Hospital.

News and Miscellany,

Anatomical Museums.

One of the most important duties of the new
British Commissioner of Police will be to sys-

tematize and render effectual the powers of the

law against flagrant violations of public decency •

The so-called public " anatomical museums" exist

only by the sufferance of the police. Lord Camp-

bell's Act would suffice at once to destroy these

haunts of pollution and mischief. We owe it to

Mr. Knox that one part of London has been, to

some extent, rendered less publicly obnoxious;

and we hope that the omen is good in other re-

spects

—

The Druggist.

Poisonous Dyes.

It would seem that coralline is another of the

substances to be guarded against, in using it as

a dye for articles to be brought in contact with

the human skin. A gentleman in France recently

received a pair of stockings from an English
friend, which had, upon a lilac ground, circular

lines of silk of a brilliant red color. On wearing
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these stockings, it was found that each of the red

lines caused a decided painful inflammation of

the skin, and a swelling similar to that produced

by a buru. This was accompanied by a general

sense of uneasiness, having the character of a

feeble poisoning, which yielded in a few days to

medical treatment. A careful analysis of the

stocking showed that the red line of silk had

been colored with coralline, a new coloring mat-

ter obtained from carbolic acid.

The Liverpool Health Committee has

come to a practical resolution on the question of

dealing with cellars unfit for human habitation.

To avoid the expense which the complete filling

up would involve, it is proposed that the door-

ways and stairs should be built up, and that the

parts not filled up should be covered with a grat-

ing, the apertures in which are to be sufficiently

small to prevent ashes or other refuse from pass-

ing through.

[Notices inserted in this column gratis* and are snlirifed

from all varts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolu-
tions ofSocieties at ten cents per line, ten loords to the line. 1

MARRIED.

Bensw—Barker.—In Chester Valley, Chester oo., Pa
,

on the 28th of January, by the "Rev. Edward P. HehertoD,
Charles W. Benson, M. D., of Littlestown, Pa., and Mary
S. Barker, of Chester Valley, Pa.

Speedy—cheridan —"Feb. 25. by Bev. Wm . A. Fleming,
Mr. B. F. Speedy and Miss Mary E. Sheridan, daughter
of Dr. C. SheridaD,all of Johnstown, Pa.

Vandyke—Vakdtke.—In this city, on the 24'h ius f
.,

at the residence of the bride's mother, by Bev. John
Chambers, James M.Vandyke, M.D., formerly of Juniata
co.. Pa., and Miss Mary A. Vandyke, of Philadelphia .

DIED.

Jones.—At Deerfield, Lenawee co., Mich., March 14th,

Clara Amelia, wife of Dr. S. L. Jonfs, in her 26th year.

Oatm an.—In New York, March 21, Harriet Jane, young-
est daughter of Dr. J. S. Oatm an.

Pittinos.—In this city, on the 23d inst., Philip Camp-
bell, son of Dr. J. W. and Bena Pittinos, aged 2 years.

QUERIES AND REPLIES.

Dr. D. C. B—"Will you please tell me what is the best
work on Diseases of Women, and the price?" We do not
say that. Thomas on Diseases of Women is the best. Priee
$6.00. But we advise you to get either it, or Tilt's Uterine
Therapeutics.

Dr. G. M. M.—" Please answer roe two questions.
"1st. What causes children to beleft-handed, when both

parents and grandparents are right-handed ?
" 2d. What is the best method of cure, or breaking them

of it?"

Dr. J. B. C. of Ky.—"Is diphtheritis contagious?" We
think it is; but who shall decide when professors disa-
gree?
"May not the disease exut without manifesting itself

in the throat?" Undoubtedly a disposition to the forma-
tion of false membranes by the exudation of plastic lymph
may exist apart from any local disorder in the throat.
It is too much a question of words whether this is diph-
theria or not. See th« Half-Yearly Compendium for
January, 1869, General Medicine, p. 77.

Treatment of Chorea.

Messrs. Eds—I notice in your correspondent's list a
query by Dr. T. B. P., of Pa., concerning chorea. I
have had two cases, which I treated with c, tine, pbysos
tigmata (Calabar Bean.) They were relieved in a very
short time. One was complicated with acu'e rheumatism.
D ose five drops three times a day, gradually increasing to
ten drops. (See Brniihwiite, No. 52, p. 62.) In the April
number of the Edinburgh Medical Journal is a monograph
on the physiological action of aconite, by Dr. Keith.
There is a second paper, on aconite and digitalis, later in
the year. TSee BraithvraHe, No. 57. (July, 1863.) p. 258. wh' n
it is reprinted.] I am afraid your Dr. does not take Rraith-
waite, or your own Compendium. W. Bead, M. D.,

873 Washington St., Boston.
March 20, 1869.

Another Reply.

Messrs. Eds.—1 see in the Beporter for Feb. 13th. an
inquiry in your column for correspondents by Dr. T. B.
P., of Pa., asking what more he could do with his case of
chorea. As bis case answers well to a ca c e I had under
treatment a short time tince, in which the whole list of
tonic3

, nervines, etc., was used without benefit, cimicifuga
included, given in the f'-rm of a tincture prepared by my-
self as strong as it cou'd possibly be made, and yet no
effect was produced, and the patience of patient, parents,
and physician was becoming rapidly exhausted, when
the following prescription was made with themott happy
result.

R. Quinise valerianas,

Ferri lactatis, ft a. 3j. M.
Ft. chart. No. 20.

Sig. One three times daily, about onehour after eating.

For the first four or five days about two grains of capsi-
cum were added to each powder as a diffusible stimulant.
After that, no more of the capsicum was given, and the
re?overy was rapid, tbe patient becoming rugged and-
hearty, and remaining so to the present time.

I. M. Downs, M.D.

Dr. J. W. C, ofArk—" At what price can you furnish
me the instrument?, a picture of which you will find in
Erichsen's Surgery, page 873, figure 341? It would have
to be made to order, and would coit about $6.00.

Dr. W. D. M.', of Iowa.—" Will you please answer through
the Reporter the following. I have a caseof a little boy
with oblique inguinal hernia, congenital; is now two
years old. The bowel came down on an average about
once in three months, always easily reducible until Feb.
5th, when it appeared again, and could not be reduced.
Tried chloroform, hot bath, nauseants, all without avail.

Found gurgling the first time I touched it: none after-

ward. It (the tumor) presented no evidence of fluid; nor
could consider it omentum. It was very tense; tension
increased a little on beirins down ; very hrtle.if any tym-
panitic resonance. There were no symptoms of strangu-
lation, but I felt uneasy continually, and kept trying to

reduce it, being careful not to irritate, until Feb. 9th,

when I fastened the scrotum up with adhesive straps, and
left it. There were no distressing symptoms during its

stay in the scrotum, which continued till Feb. 18th— 1>- ir-

teen days. On my calling that morniDg, I found it had
entirely disappeared. He wears a truss, and there has
been no recurrence.
"Was it bowel? Can the gut remain in the scrotum,

and feel tense for that length of time without unpleasant
symptoms (he had regular evacuations) and then return?
If not bowel, what was it?"

METEOROLOGY.

March, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20,

S.E.
Cl'dy.
Rain.

3-10

N.W.
Clear.

Wind

Weather.

Depth Rain-

N.E.N.W.
Cl'dy. Clear
Rain.

4-10

s.w.
Clear-

N. W. N. W
Clear- Clear

Thermometer.
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At 12, M

29° 20°

33 25
30 31
30 | 32
30.50 ! 27.

25c
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32.75
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27
37
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27°
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28.25
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41.25
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1
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1
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Germantown, Pa. B. J. Leedom.
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF
GENERAL R. C. WOOD, M.D.,

(Late Surgeon in the XL S. Army.)

By Samuel W. France, M. D.,

(Fellow of New York Academy of Medicine.)

Dr. Wood was born at Newport, Rhode Island,

September 1800, and died in New York city,

March 28th, 1869, in the 69th year of his age.

He was the son of John and Rebecca Wood, and

had two sisters and three brothers. Much of his

youth was passed at Newport, where his early

education was advanced by select schools and

private tutors. As soon as it became desirable

for him to decide upon a business in life, he

chose the medical profession, and for a time

studied under Dr. Waring, of South Carolina.

Making progress in the healing art he moved to

New York city, where he at once entered the

medical department of Columbia College, and,

after attending in due form the lectures of Drs.

Valentine Mott, Francis, Mitchell and oth-

ers, was formally graduated M. D. Dr. Wood's

medical career was not confined to one locality,

but covered, kt various periods of a busy life, a

great portion of the United States. For one

year he practiced at Utica, N. Y. May 22d, 1825,

he entered, the army. During his experience

as a medical officer, we find him pursuing his

vocation at Detroit, the Falls of St. Anthony,

Prairie du Chien, Iowa, on the Mississippi river;

Baltimore and Buffalo, and for many years he

resided at Washington. In these cities he

formed friendships which lasted through an hon-

orable life, and added much to his pleasing

meditations while reviewing the past.

This change of locality was in no respects due

to a restless disposition, but arose from the

nature of an army life. Vast indeed must have

been the experience of a surgeon who had acted

efficiently for over forty years
;
through the war

in Florida, the Mexican war, and lastly as

assistant Surgeon-general of the United States

army during the war of the Southern Rebellion.

For a brief period, just before the appointment

of Dr. Hammond, Dr. Wood held the responsible

position of Surgeon-General U. S. A. During

his official residence in the Western Department,

his energy was untiring, and many wise and

cautious suggestions relative to the transporta-

tion and treatment of disabled troops, saved life

and gratified his kind and generous heart. As
to the truth of this assertion, many of the resi-

dents of St. Louis, Missouri, and Louisville, Ken-

tucky can testify.

In 1829 Dr. Wood married a daughter of

General Zachary Tatlor, afterwards President

of the United States, and had two sons and two

daughters, one of whom married Baron Grabo,

now Prussian Minister to South America. .

It is not the purpose of this brief sketch to

give the practical details of Dr. Woods useful

life, while a surgeon in the U. S. Army. The

official records at Washington will do him ample

justice as an able officer. But there were traits

in his character too noble to be forgotten, too

rare to be passed silently by. To be separated

from one's family for many months, amidst the

wildness and exposure of prairie life, far from

woman's gentle sway
5 to be surrounded by the

contaminating influences of a roving Western

life, and still commune with God, and seek by

the silent power of a good example to influence

those around, are characteristics of the highest

order, and give evidence of a strong mind, a firm

will and a christian spirit. That life has not

been useless when, at the end of an eventful

record, the bereaved friends of the departed look

up to him in spirit as an additional link to the

holy truth " seek first the kingdom of Heaven."

Most sincerely is it felt that Dr. Wood has

proved by his honorable career that it is possible

to be pure in the vortex of politics, and that

though it is good to be great, it is great to be

good! Truly has he experienced as regards

earthly success, that often in life the passing

cloud saves one from sunstroke. With him reli-

gion was the color, but truth the light of the

soul.

275
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The soul admits of no vacuum; it must be

filled either by God or Mammon. Dr. Wood felt

this, for there was no room in his breast for

wordly ambition. He has elevated the medical

profession by a long and useful life, illuminated

by religious faith.

PARTIAL RECOVERY FROM APOPLEXY,
FOLLOWED BY PARALYSIS.

By Frederick Horner, Jr., M. D.,

In January, 1853, Lieut. J. F. Miller, U. S.N.,

attached to the man-of-war Jamestown, lying off

Buenos Ayres, was attacked with apoplexy.

The seizure was at the breakfast table, with the

following symptoms: A peculiar expression of

astonishment, contortion of the facial muscles,

falling from the chair, and with paralysis of the

right side. After his removal to bed, the parox-

ysm lasted for three hours, with all the signs of

active congestion of the brain. After copious

venesection, and the exhibition of active cathar-

tics, he was restored to consciousness, though

unable to grasp the hand, and in a short while

hemiplegia supervened, and one-half of the

body, in the longitudinal direction, was com-

pletely paralysed.

This officer, the son of the distinguished Colonel

Miller, of Lundy Lane memory, had been suf-

fering for some time previous to his illness, amid

the routine of naval duty, from great mental

anxiety, and also from the effects of African

fever, and from habitual constipation of the

bowels, all of which had tended to impair his

general health, and conduce to cerebral disorder.

He was 53 years old. When sufficiently recov-

ered from the effects of the attack, by order 'of

a medical survey, he was recommended to be sent

to the United States in the store-ship "Relief.'
1

The writer has failed to see the patient sub-

sequently, but on examination of the " Naval

Register" for 1869, finds the following record

to occur: "Commodore J. F. Miller died at

Charlestown, Massachusetts, July 11th, 1868."

Thus, though disabled by paralysis, he lived for

fifteen years after the first apoplectic seizure, and

during this period was promoted to four different

grades of the naval rank, (which ensured him

an increase of pay,) viz., Lieut. Commander,

Commander, Captain, and Commodore.

In Woods' Model American Treatise on "Prac-

tice of Medicine,'1 '' the pathology of apoplexy is

said to depend "on pressure upon the brain

originating within the cranium. The fibrin of

the blood is diminished, and in general there is

found to be an increase of the corpuscles. In

one instance, the quantity of fibrin on the second

day of the attack, was found to have fallen to 1 .9,

whilst that of the corpuscles has risen to 170.5."

It would seem that the want of due proportion

between the fibrin and the corpuscles may have

been the cause rather than the effect of the apo-

plexy, and that the lesion which occurs in ihe

vessels of the brain is due to ossification in the

arterial coats, rendering them less able to resist

the evils of active congestion. The paralytic

symptoms may continue for years, and after

convalescence from the apoplexy the mind ap-

pears weakened, the patient sheds tears, the

memory is defective, and words are miscalled.

This condition, Dr. Forbes Wixslow in his work

on "Obscure Diseases of the Brain," describes

as one demanding the utmost care. The bladder

is to be attended to, and absolute rest enjoined to

promote the absorption of the blood which is

effused upon the membranes, in the ventricles,

or in the substances of the brain. Carpenter

(Elements of Human Physiology) affirms "death

to occur in this disease in the way of coma.

The instinctive motions continue, and the stimu-

lus conveyed by the pulmonary branches of the

eighth pair of nerves still excites the reflex

power of the medulla oblongata, which sustains

the involuntary movements of the thorax."

The facts which are embraced in the history

of Lieut. Miller's case, will encourage the prac-

titioner to persevere in his efforts to relieve and

to place under the most favorable circumstances

for recovery this class of patients.

OPERATION FOR IMPERMEABLE STRIC-
TURE OF URETHRA.

By G. W. Burke, M.D.,

Of Sulphur Springs, Md.

W. S. McConkle, age 36, travelling agent of

a wholesale boot and shoe house in Toledo,

Ohio. " Sixteen years ago was riding a mild

horse, and was thrown on my back, the foot of

the horse striking me on the privates. I was
carried home; parts swelled enormously, and

became black; was confined to the house for six

weeks, before being able to attend my business.

At the age of 22, two years after, while riding a

colt was thrown upon the horn of the saddle;

parts swelled up and shut off the water, and it

was with difficulty that the physician could in-

troduce the smallest instrument to draw my
urine.

For thirteen years have made use of an instru-

ment to dilate the urethra to pass my urine on

almost on every occasion.
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On December 16th rode horseback twenty-nine

miles ; suffered severe pains during the trip, and

up to December 22, tried ten times to dilate

urethra as usual, before calling on a physician
;

I failed, and if not relieved must die. I called

on Dr. in Anderson, suffering intense pain;

had not passed water for fourteen hours. The

Doctor put me under the influence of chloroform

three times, and in his efforts to enter the bladder

with a small catheter, made a passage into the

scrotum ; urine filled the scrotum, which was

punctured, to let the urine escape.

Was sent on the morning of December 23d

to Cincinnati, to a celebrated surgeon for relief.

Remained in city over two weeks, being promised

every day to be operated on by the surgeon.

Was sent home by the surgeon telling me that

my case was a bad one, and conveyed the idea

that the operation would kill."

I was called to see him January 11th, 1869,

suffering intense pain from retention of urine,

caused by a stricture
;

pulse weak, tongue

coated ; restless and almost uncontrolable
;
pulling

his hair, bed clothes, etc. I made an effort to

introduce a catheter, but failed; ordered a hot

bath, placed him in a tub of hot water, with the

end of the catheter pressing upon the stricture.

The bath had the effect to thoroughly relax the

parts, and by withdrawing catheter urine fol-

lowed in small streams about the size of small knit-

ting needles. After he was relieved and placed

in bed, I stated his condition, and the manner of

his relief, and to consult his relations and friends

in regard to operation. He made up his mind
to undergo the operation, but wished to consult

his Cincinnati surgeon. On the night of the 13th

and 14th of January he could not void his urine;

and was relieved as before by hot bath, and con-

stant pressure upon the stricture with the end of

the catheter. On January 15th he concluded to

be operated on rather than die in his present

condition. I called to my assistance Drs. W. F.

Boor, S. Ferris and John Rea, of New Castle.

On the morning of January 16th, day of opera-

tion, his condition was as follows: pul*e weak,

tongue heavily coated and inclined to dryness

;

no appetite, general health very much impaired

and prostrated. Scrotum and testicles enor-

mously swollen and indurated, considerable heat

and pain in parts.

He was prepared upon the operating table as

for lithotomy. Finding it impossible to intro

duce the smallest instrument into the bladder,

while under the influence of. chloroform, I intro-

duced a No. 8 sound into the urethra down to

stricture, which was about one and a-half inch

from meatus urinarius. I intrusted the instru-

ment to the care of Dr. Rea ; I cut down upon

the end of the instrument, laying open the

urethra about one inch; I directed the sound to

be pushed on if possible, but we failed in pass-

ing it further than my incision. Another in-

cision of about two inches, when I opened a

urethral abscess, and finding it impossible to

advance the instrument further than my incision,

I continued my incision to the prostatic portion

of urethra
;
cutting the stricture produced a sound

loud enough for attendants to hear, and the sen-

sation to myself as though I was cutting a green

pear. I introduced, after some difficulty a No.

8 silver catheter, and escaped through and around

it three pints of urine. After being thoroughly

cleased he was placed in bed on his right side,

with catheter in bladder, and wound brought

together by compresses, lightly applied, with

thin slice of elm bark between the two sides of

wound, extending the whole length.

January 17th. Rested well during night;

wound looks well ; left testicle swollen ; wound
was dressed with elm mucilage.

4 P. M. Tongue dry and coated
;
gave comp.

cath. pill.

January 18th, 8 A. M. Rested tolerably well

during night; wound looks well; pulse weak,

tongue dry and inclined to redness
;
appears pros-

trated, urine running from catheter continually

or by drops. Some pain in bowels; bowels not

moved since 14th
;
gave him flaxseed tea and elm

water; left spermatic cord painful and swollen

in the testicle; applied tinct. iodine diluted.

2 P. M. Rested tolerable ; some nausea
;
gave

seidlitz powder.

January 19, 8 A. M. Very restless during

the night; pain in bowels and swollen; pulse

weak and regular
;
tongue moist, some appetite;

wound looks well. Testicle and cord not so

painful; pain over region of bladder; continued

dressing, and application of iodine.

4 P. M. Erysipelas over pubic region and left

side; operation on bowels; urine passing by ca-

theter.

Jan. 20 8, A. M. Pulse 90; tongue moist and

coated; erysipelas extending; continued applica-

tion of tinct. iodine undiluted; gave tinct. ferri

chloridi, gtt. x. every four hours; quinine, gr.

iij., chlorate potass., gr. iij., powd. opii, gr. J.

M.; one every four hours. Opened abscess in

left side of scrotum.

21st, 8 A. M. Pulse 84; tongue dry and coat-

ed ; wound discharging ; left side of scrotum

discharging pus; erysipelas extending up over

abdomen and right side; continued treatment.
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22d, 8 A. M. Pulse 90; tongue moist and

brown coated posteriorly, towels moved free

last night; continued treatment.

23d, 8- A.M. Pulse 75; tongue moist posteri-

orly, and dry tip; erysipelas extending up as far

as short ribs, and is now arrested; continued

treatment.

24, 8 A. M. Pulse 70; tongue moist; rested

tolerably well during night; appetite good; some

pain about neck of bladder, a sensation of rough-

ness; urine does. not run free from catheter; pain

in hypogastric region and swelling; catheter re-

moved and cleaned, and returned without any

pain or difficulty; catheter did not cause any

pain or uneasiness from the time it was intro-

duced up to this day.

25th, 8 A. M. Pulse 65; tongue inclined to

dryness, urine passing through the catheter;

rested well during night; has taken considerable

nourishment; appetite good; wound looks well;

swelling in left hypogastric region subsiding;

continued treatment.

26th, 8 A. M. Bowels moved free during night;

considerable pain and griping during operation;

pulse 61; resting well; continued treatment.

27th, 8 A. M. Rested well during night; every-

thing progressing favorably; is not taking medi

cine.

28th, 8 A. M. Tongue red and moist; pulse

75; bowels moved free.

29th, 8 A. M. Rested well during night; con-

tinued treatment.

3 P. M. Complained of pain about neck of

bladder; removed catheter, cleaned and returned

it; urine passed free; appetite good; tongue red

and moist; continued treatment

30th, 8 A. M. Rested well during night; feels

strong; appetite good; pulse 69; tongue red

and moist.
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moist; bowels not swelled so much; no pain;

appetite good; continued treatment.

3d, 8 A. M. Rested well during night; passes

urine without aid of catheter; tongue moist; ap-

petite good, and feels well in every respect.

4th, 8 A.M. Sitting up in arm-chair; walking

about room ; feels well, excepting being very

weak in his legs; wound was entirely healed

upon Feb. 10th.

The diet throughout has been light drinks of a

bland character; wound washed three times a

day with Castile soap-suds, and no dressing ap-

plied but mucilage of elm bark.

Patient has been introducing catheter every

day since he has been walking around, and finds

no difficulty in introducing it or withdrawing it.

In the operation I had no guide to cut on; but

had as my guide the raphe. The depth of incis-

ion of scrotum was three and a half inches, split-

ting the septum scroti. I had all to contend with

that our authorities mention, in regard to intro-

ducing the instrument into the bladder after the

operation.

Hospital Reports.

Jefferson Medical College, )

Philada., Oct. 24, I 868.
)

Surgical Clinic of Prof. Gross.

Reported by Dr. Napheys.

Removed catheter at 9 A. M.; replaced it at

12 M., being out three hours without any uneasi

ness or pain; returned it; drew off urine that

had accumulated in three hours.

31st, 8 A. M. Rested well during night ; tongue

red and moist; appetite good; wound discharg

ing but little; abdomen swollen.; removed cathe-

ter for two and a half hours, and returned it

without difficulty or pain.

Feb. 1st, 8 A. M. Tongue red and moist: pulse

69; abdomen swollen ; some tympanitis; wound
looks well; urine passes by urethra; small open-

ing in penis not closed, other parts of the wound
healed; opening in penis was closed by wired

sutures; bowels move regular; rests well; appe-

tite good; gave turpentine emulsion.

2d, 8 A. M. Rested well during night; tongue

Paraplegia.

This patient received an injury to his back

last April by the passage of a wheel of a wagon

over him. For two months after, he had reten-

tion of urine, and his lower extremities have

been paralyzed since the accident. He has sen-

sation in the soles of his feet but not as perfect

as before, especially not in the right. He is trou-

bled by creeping sensation in the right leg. He
has been recovering gradually. Has now perfect

control over the bladder, is obliged to pass water

every two hours. There is a white sediment in

the urine, a phosphatic deposit. His sexual

powers are not as active as they use to be. It is

presumable therefore that the nerves supplied by

the spinal cord to the genital organs are affected.

A man may have perfect paralysis of the inferior

extremities, so he cannot move his limbs in the

slightest degree, and yet he may not be impo-

tent. This is a fact of great interest from a

medico legal point of view.

Various remedies have been tried without any

material relief, though he is gradually recover-

ing. The question is, can he recover entirely?
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Is the paralysis dependent upon an effusion of

blood in consequence of the injury, upon an

effusion of serum or sero-plastic matter, or upon

depression of bone? All these are questions

which naturally spring up.

If the paralysis depended upon depressed bone,

he would not be gradually recovering the use of

the muscles of the extremities, for he has more

power now than he had a few months ago. From

the immediate appearance of the symptoms it is

probable there was an effusion of blood at the

moment of the injury, and that some of the

blood remains at the seat of injury, keeping up

the compression upon the spinal cord, and the

consequent paralysis of the inferior extremities.

The patient was placed under chloroform, and

the aetual cautery applied to the lumbar region,

as nearly as possible to the seat of injury to es-

tablish a large issue and set up pyogenic action.

The probability is that unless resort is had to a

remedy of this kind, calculated to make a power-

ful impression upon the part and system, he will

never regain the use of the inferior extremities.

Professor Gross has repeatedly seen great benefit

from this application in similar cases. The use

of a blister or of tincture of iodine would be of

no avail. Electricity might be used but with no

particular advantage. There is nothing equal

to the establishment of a large issue, keeping up
a discharge more or less profuse for several

months. His appetite and general health' are

good. There might be given small quantities of

one of the iodides with minute doses of the bi-

chloride of mercury, to stimulate the absorbent

vessels at the seat of the injury.

When the actual cautery is applied to estab-

lish an issue, it should, be heated to a white heat.

It is only necessary to penetrate the skin and

connective tissue below. When the object is to

arrest hemorrhage, the actual cautery is applied

heated to a black or greyish heat, as destruction

of the tissues is not then aimed at.

Cloths wrung out of cold water were applied

immediately after the operation, to be followed

by an emollient poultice. As soon as the eschar

is detached, the surface will be sprinkled with a

little strychnia, one eighth of a grain, increased

to one-fourth or even one-half of a grain.

Re-amputation of Fore-arm.

Charles R. aet. 38. This patient lost his right

fore-arm in firing a salute last Fourth of July.

Amputation was performed immediately after the

accident. The end of the stump is exquisitely

sensitive, and there is a scar which lies imme-
diately over the interior extremity of the ulnar

and radius, more over the former than the latter.

The limb is cedematous, showing there is morbid

action going on.

The difficulty probably arose from the fact

that there was not sufficient integument left; the

bones were not cut off high enough, or the skin

was cut off too much. At all events, the bones

were not sufficiently covered. This happens oc-

casionally in the hands of the best surgeons.

It is sometimes occasioned by gangrene or morti-

fication supervening, especially when the ampu-

tation is performed in consequence of severe

injury, in which event, the shock communicated

to the bones and soft parts sometimes extends far

beyond the apparent seat of injury. In such,

cases, the surgeon who is anxious to save struc-

ture, may be much deceived and disappointed in

the result, so as to render a subsequent operation

necessary.

It is proposed, in the case of this patient, to

cut out the cicatrix, to dissect off the soft parts

from the bones, and then to saw off the bones or

to cut them off with the plyers. Thus a better

stump will be made. The neuralgic pain he

experiences is owing to the fact that the nerves

of the stump are in a state of inflammation and

enlargement, producing great suffering.

Previous to the operation the part was shaved.

This procedure is always important in extirpating

tumors, in ligating arteries, and in amputations,

inasmuch as it is necessary to employ adhesive

plaster. It is of the first moment in regard to

the comfort of the patient and the well-being

of the part, that this precaution should be at-

tended to.

The patient was placed under chloroform, and

the operation performed as indicated. Some

very hard tissue was removed, which may have

been the cause of much of the trouble.

Ranula.

Mrs. Lucy
, colored, set. 19. This patient,

about three months ago, first noticed a swelling

under the tongue. It sometimes shrinks up,

and becomes smaller. It interferes with ber

talking, and prevents her from chewing solid

food.

Immediately underneath the tongue, and be-

hind the incisor teeth, a small tumor it situated,

which moves with the tongue. It lies in the

direction of the sublingual gland, and consti-

tutes the disease known under the name of

ranula, so-called, either because the vesicle or

tumor resembles the belly of a tree-frog, or

because when the tumor is of large size, the

patient's voice assumes a croaking character. It

is a cystic tumor, formed by the obstruction of
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the orifices of the canals which serve as outlets

to the salivary fluid secreted by the sublingual

gland. In consequence of this obstruction, the

secretion of the gland accumulates, and in this

way a cavity or bag results, which is called ra-

nula. The tumor contains nothing but vitiated

saliva. If it be cut into so far as to affurd an

opportunity for the contents to escape, it will be

found that they are exceedingly ropy, like thin

glue. This is a hypertrophic tumor, formed out

of pre-existing tissue. It is not a new formation

at all.

Such a tumor must interfere more or less with

articulation, mastication, and deglutition; in

other words, with the motions of the tongue, and

in this way become a source of great embarrass-

ment to the patient. Nor is this all. It may by

its pressure upon the teeth alter their natural

relation, and even produce a certain effect upon

the shape of the jaw-bone. Taking these facts

into consideration, it is best to get rid of this

affection as early as possible.

There are several methods of operating for the

cure of ranula. One consists in removing a por-

tion of the cyst wall, by means of a pair of for

ceps and scissors, and in this way allowing the

contents to escape, the wound healing from the

bottom by the granulating process. Or, instead

of this, a seton may be introduced
;
or, some irri-

tating fluid injected, as dilute tincture of iodine,

nitrate of silver, or bichloride of mercury, on

the same principle as these fluids are employed

in a case of hydrocele, where it is designed to

obliterate the cavity in which the water of hydro-

cele is contained.

A portion of the mucous membrane was dis-

sected out with a pair scissors. The operation

was very simple, and not at all painful. The

parts will heal from the bottom.

An Unfortunate Man, and Singular Case.

A correspondent of the Zanesville (0.) Courier

writing from Putnam, Ohio, says: "We have a'

man here who has broken both arms, four ribs

on one side and two on the other, both ankles

out of joint, one leg, jaw bone, and both collar

bones broken, and has lost his sight, all entirely

by accidents, and is still able to be about."

If the above is a true record, it should devolve

upon some competent physician to give a medi-

cal journal a history of so extraordinary a case.

Mr. Augustus H. Ward, of Cincinnati, left by
will, among other bequests, $3,000 to the Society

for the Relief of Widows and Orphans of medical

men.

Medical Societies.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE NEW YORK MEDI-
CAL JOURNAL ASSOCIATION

March 12th, 18G9.

The subject for the evening's discussion was a

paper upon the "Physiological History and

Therapeutical uses of Pepsine" by Dr. James S.

Hawley, of Brooklyn. The Doctor remarked

that the primary object of this paper is to bring

together in a compact and available form what

is known of pepsine physiologically and thera-

peutically. Until a very recent date pepsine has

been most laboriously and carefully studied,

chiefly from a physiological stand-point, and

our knowledge in this direction is therefore most

accurate and full. The fact that food taken into

the stomach was reduced to a pultaceous condi-

tion by a solvent fluid poured out from the walls

of the organ, was demonstrated in the latter part

of the 18th century by the experiments of Reau-

mer and Spalanzani. Previous to that time the

contractile movements of the stomach were sup-

posed to be the chief agents in the digestive

function. This discovery gave a new direction

to investigations, and soon after it was ascer-

tained that the gastric fluid digested only a por-

tion of the aliment taken in the stomach, viz.,

the albuminoids. The gastric fluid, therefore,

although the principal, is not the only digestor."

The composition of this solvent fluid remained

for some time in doubt, but we now know that is

a compound agent, the most important elements

of which are a peculiar organic substance called

pepsine and an acid secretion. The composition

of the acid factor has long been a subject of dis-

pute, but the most recent researches tend to con-

firm the idea of Prout, who believed it to be

hydrochloric acid; while others, perhaps the

minority, still hold that lactic acid is the natural

acid of the stomach. The organic body or fer-

ment, is in itself destitute of digestive power, its

activity being developed only by the addition of

acid. Experiment has proved that any acid will

render pepsine active, and we may therefore

infer that the acid component is not necessarily

the same under all circumstances in the living

organism. The proportion of pepsine in the

gastric juice is very small, as nearly as can be

estimated not over 17 parts in 1000. A small

amount of pepsine will therefore give digestive

activity to a very large quantity of acidulated

fluid. Pepsine is a protein body, and differs

from other subtances of the same class in con-
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taming a larger percentage of nitrogen. It

differs from albumen in not being precipitated

from its solutions by the same reagents. It is en-

tirely soluble in cold water from -which it may

be precipitated by alcohol and the salts of lead

without impairing its activity.

Temperature has a remarkable influence upon

the digestive power of pepsine; low temperatures

suspend its action, while high temperatures

destroy it altogether. It acts most vigorously at

about the natural temperature of the body;

above this point it becomes for a time more ener-

getic, but finally reaches a point where it is en-

tirely destroyed. The temperature of total de-

struction is supposed to be about 120° Fah.

Certain substances also suspend its digestive

power. Among these are alkalies, strong alcohol,

and concentrated acids.

Bile completely and permanently destroys its

activity. Pepsine differs from other organic

substances in not being prone to putrefaction,

and will even arrest the putrefactive changes

going on in other substances.

The manner in which pepsine effects the solu-

tion of albumen is not definitely settled. It

would seem not to be a purely chemical process

from the fact that the resulting albuminose or

peptone does not differ in chemical composition

from albumen, and further from the fact that the

pepsine still remains after the act of digestion

has been completed, so that neither substance is

destroyed, and no new body formed, as is the

case in chemical combination.

Dr. Brintox believes the change effected in

albumen by the action of pepsine to be of the

nature of hydration, i. e. that the albuminous

solution is a hydrate 0? albumen, brought about

by the action of the pepsine producing a chemical

union of low grade, without altering the compo-

sition of either substance, and yet conferring new
qualities.

Professor Dalton regards the process as one of

catalysis; the contact of the pepsine with the

food inducing a change of quality by a new
molecular arrangement without alteration of

composition. When an acidulated solution of

pepsine has digested all the albumen it is capable

of, or in other words is saturated, the resulting

peptone or albuminose can be separated by

dialysis and the same pepsine will again digest

another equal amount of albumen, and this may
be continued indefinitely. This is supposed to

take place in the stomach, the organ acting as a

dialysor, and setting free the pepsine to be re-

acidulated and to enter anew into combination

with fresh portions of albumen.
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Therapeutical uses of Pepsine.

The use of this substance as a remedial agent

preceded the physiological knowledge of its

existence. Infusions of stomachs were in use in

the time of Galen, and the coagula found in the

stomachs of sucking animals were prescribed in

the Pharmacopias of the 18th century. The

lining membrane of the chicken's gizzard re-

mained officinal up to 1746, and is even now ex-

tensively used as a domestic remedy for dyspep-

sia; but Dr. Corvisart was the first to deveiope

the happy thought of aiding nature in her em-

barrassments by the use of her own agents. As

a foundation for his clinical observations, he lays

down the following rules or propositions.

1st. That aliment is an inanimate subtance

without nutritive power, ])er se, and without the

aid of digestion it would not prevent starvation.

Digestion alone gives it vital fitness and the ca-

pability of supporting life.

2d. The only thing necessary to produce this

transformation of aliment into nutriment is

acidified pepsine.

3d. That under the influence of this acidified

pepsine, nitrogenous aliment undergoes the phy-

sical, chemical, and organic changes that they

would under the influence of the gastric juice in

the stomach itself.

4th. Artificial pepsine, aside from a different

degree of force, is identical in effect with the gas-

tric juice within the stomach, that is to say, its

digestive power is always exerted in a similar

manner. Further, if digestion by the aid of

pepsine can be successfully carried on in an

inert bottle or pouch, then so much the more in

the living stomach which imparts in addition the

natural motion and heat, although it may not

itself secrete the digestive principle. The last

general proposition of Corvisart sums up the

whole subject. He says if there is but one agent

for producing digestion, under the influence of

which aliment is made assimilable, and that by

the aid of pepsine we can transform aliment into

nutriment, we ought to be able by the use of the

same agent to cause those to digest whose sto-

machs by a vice of secretion are deprived of this

agent, this vital force which indispensable.

In support of these propositions and conclu-

sions, Dr. Corvisart cites a number of cases

derived from the practice of distinguished con-

freres, all of them having well marked symptoms

of chronic dyspepsia, and all of them cured or

very materially benefitted by the judicious use

of pepsine and hygienic management. The fol-

lowing well marked case illustrating the same
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facts is kindly furnished by Dr. Sandford, of

Brooklyn.

Mr. S., 93t. 35, called on me August 1st, 18G3?

complaining of very severe pain after meals,

lasting sometimes for hours, and a sense of

weight in the region of the stomach and other

symptoms indicative of dyspepsia. Some five

months before, he had been confined to his room

for three months by a wound of the ankle, which,

with his attacks of indigestion, had reduced him

considerably. His surgeon had prescribed vari-

ous tonics for him, none of which produced any

benefit so far as regards his old disease, which

he said had troubled him for years. Since resum-

ing his business, he found that he did not gain

the flesh lost during his confinement by the

injury. As he was about to return in a day or

to the country, where he was at present occu-

pied, I ordered two ounces of American pepsine,

to be taken with him, of which he was to take

twenty grains before each meal. Knowing him

to be a careful and temperate man, I gave no

especial directions in regard to diet, leaving that

to his own judgment. He was to report to me
after he had consumed the two ounces. I heard

nothing from him until December 1st, when I

met him looking like a new man, when he joy-

fully expressed himself as feeling entirely well.

I could attribute this favorable result to the

pepsine only, since there had been no change in

his diet or general manner of living, and no

other remedy had been taken. He was not even

able to take the usual amount of exercise neces-

sary in such cases, as his foot still troubled him.

Dr. Harley related a similar case occurring in

his own practice. In addition to the gastralgia,

there was diarrhoea provoked by the presence of

undigested food. Pepsine combined with sub-

nitrate of bismuth, effected a speedy cure. These

cases, which are but types of many of a similar

kind, illustrate the ordinary and well known
effect of pepsine in common chronic dyspepsia

due to impaired tone of the stomach, and conse-

quent vitiated or diminished secretion of gastric

fluid. Some are prone to cast contempt upon

the use of pepsine as a remedy, in consequence of

the small quantity given in comparison with the

large amount secreted by the stomach. Bearing

in mind the physiological fact that a very small

amount of pepsine may give digestive energy to

a large amount of fluid, the force of this objec-

tion becomes very materially weakened. It is

not only possible, but indeed highly probable,

that the same pepsine may accomplish repeated

digestions after successive absorptions of the

resulting peptone by the gastric walls. More-

over it is not necessary to suppose that pepsine

relieves indigestion only by as much as it digests

food, we have reason to believe that it also exer-

cises an indirect influence in restoring innerva-

tion, and thus, functional activity. That pepsine

has an influence upon digestion, far beyond its

simple power to digest, is made apparent by

clinical observation. A single quotation coming

from a source high enough to give it the weight

of evidence upon this point, will suffice to prove

this view of its action.

Dr. Lees, physician to the Meath Hospital,

Dublin, says "where there is a disgust for food,

you will find much benefit from pepsino, which

generally causes an appetite.'" Had this been

said of iron, quinine, or nux vomica, we should

have regarded it as so much evidence of their

tonic effect, and why not so in the case of pep-

sine? Another use for pepsine, and one which

undoubtedly is followed by success, is in the

vomiting of pregnancy. Corvisart early called

attention to this fact, and cites a most remarka-

ble case where the use of pepsine subdued the

vomiting after the patient had been reduced to

such a degree of emaciation that she resembled

one in the last stage of pulmonary consumption.

Dr. Gross relates six other cases followed by

similar results, and believes the conclusion war-

ranted, that pepsine exercises a controlling influ-

ence over the vomiting of pregnancy. In my
own practice a case recently occurred favorably

illustrating this part of my subject. Mrs. C, in

the early stage of her first pregnancy, found her-

self unable to retain even the blandest articles of

food. I prescribed ten grains of American pep-

sine three times a day. Visited her On the fol-

lowing day, and found that the vomiting had

ceased after taking the first powder. And so far

as I can learn, it has not since returned.

The next use of pepsine to which I wish to

call attention to is in the diarrhoea of infants.

Premising that the great predisposing cause of

infantile diarrhoea is to be found in the state of

evolution which the digestive system and its de-

pendencies are undergoing during the period of

dentition, the question of therapeutics becomes

one of comparative simplicity. The evident duty

of the physician is to allay that irritation of the

organs which exhibits itself in vomiting and

purging, first, by the removal of all extraneous

causes of disturbance, such as food improper in

quantity or quality, and by protecting the skin

from too sudden and frequent changes of tem-

perature. Secondly, to subdue the excitement

which the foregoing causes may have induced,

which, in the enfeebled condition produced by the



April io, 1869.] MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 283

transition state, are more liable to persist; and.

lastly, to impart to the struggling and overtaxed

digestive apparatus that assistance which shall

enable them to convert food from the character

of a foreign body, and therefore an irritant mate-

rial into nutriment which will sustain the natu-

ral forces, and enable them to accomplish success-

fully the great and necessary evolution through

which they are passing. In this condition, owing

. to the want of balance in the system, there is

constant danger that the ingesta may be convert-

ed into irritating substances, simply because there

is not tone enough in the stomach to convert them

into nutriment. Not only this, but the food, un-

able to sustain, may, in addition to acting as a

foreign body, undergo putrefactive changes, and

thus add another morbid cause to those already

existing. In these cases the very function which

is partially or totally suspended we can assist,

and the very strength which is exhausted we
can supply. By the administration of pepsine

we reach at once the essence of the difficulty, by
its aid ice convert the ingesta into nutriment, and
give the overtaxed stomach the first thing needful—
rest.

Dr. Hawlet illustrated this most important

portion of his paper by a large number of well

chosen cases, some of which have already been

published in the Reporter, in an extract from

his essay upon "The Use of Pepsine in the Diar-

rhoea of Infants." The evidence of the efficacy

of pepsine in these cases is too abundant and

favorable to be called in question. A judicious

selection of the case in which the diagnosis ad-

mits of tolerable certainty, and a fair trial of the

remedy almost invariably results in a cure.

Another valuable use to which pepsine may. be

applied is as an adjuvant to other remedies in the

treatment of disease, especially in combination

with cod-liver oil in cases of pulmonary tubercu-

losis and other developments of scrofulous or tu-

berculous diathesis. In these cases the oil is

tolerated by the stomach, and there is less ten-

dency to nausea. I have not, up to the present

time, used it for this purpose, but have been in-

formed by competent and careful observers, that

much success has followed its administration in

such cases.

The last use to which I will call attention is

in the promotion of alimentation in disease. In

a very able paper by Professor Austin Flint

upon this subject, recently read before the County

Society, we find the following sentence. "The
limitations to alimentation in disease relate

wholly to the physiological processes which are

preliminary to nutrition, namely, digestion and

the other processes by which aliment is converted

into food." TVe infer, then, that to whatever de-

gree starvation may be a cause of death in dis-

ease, to whatever extent disease may overwhelm

the powers of life in consequence of insufficient

nutrition, to that degree and to that extent is

artificial digestion important.

The only question remaining is whether artifi-

cial digestion can be successfully accomplished

by the administration of pepsine. Undoubtedly

it can. This is now a matter of recorded expe-

rience sufficiently extensive to remove all doubt.

The Doctor here cited several cases from Corvis-

art and Rilliet, illustrating the successful use

of pepsine in alimentation in typhoid fever. A
well marked case from the practice of Dr. Saxd-

ford, of Brooklyn, was also read, showing its

favorable effects in a little patient greatly re-

duced by scarlet fever and subsequent capillary

bronchitis. In this case the stomach refused to

retain the ordinary sustaining aliment, such as

beef-tea, milk, etc., so that after the force of the

pulmonary disease had abated, the child seemed

likely to starve from inability to retain nourish-

ment. Pepsine, given frequently with meat-broth,

finally restored the digestive power, and from this

point the child rapidly convalesced. Dr. Haw-

let cited another case, occurring in an inFant but

two weeks old, unable to retain its mother's milk,

and rapidly wasting away from inanition. Three

grains of pepsine given with half a teaspoonful

of the mother's milk with great frequency, finally

accomplished a cure.

Dr. Hawlet, in conclusion, remarked that the

therapeutical value of this remedy was not limit-

ed to the diseases already referred to. Its range

is wider, and each practitioner bearing in mind

the fact that it is more an aid to nature, than a

remedy, will find various circumstances in the

course of disease in which its use will be sug-

gested, and especially where the treatment is re-

storative, there will pepsine*at some point or other

aid in the cure.

Dr. P. K. Chambers, in speaking of a case of

anaemia following indigestion and general dis-

gust for food, in which a cure was effected by

the use of pepsine, says, "It would be easy to

cite cases where drugs had effected the same

purpose, but I chose rather to select an instance

of the simplest form of restorative treatment, in

order to direct the reader's thoughts to the true

theory of healing."

jf good deal of dispute has arisen concerning

the usefulness of pepsine as a remedy, from the

fact that many specimens possess no digestive

power whatever, and thus in certain quarters the
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virtues of pepsine have been called in question.

Not only this, but it has often been given in un-

suitable cases, and impossible expectations have

been founded upon it.

Dr. Pavy, in speaking upon this point, says

that he examined several specimens of pepsine

obtained from the first pharmaceutical establish-

ments of London, and found nearly all of them

quite inert. Dr. Pavy indeed ventures to say

that the bulk of the pepsine dispensed in that

city is destitute of digestive power. It would

appear, therefore, that the successes and failures

attending the introduction of pepsine into the

materia medica are easily reconcilable. The suc-

cesses have been read, and are in accordance

with physiological reasoning. The failures are

to be attributed to extravagant expectations, im-

proper use, and inert pepsine. It is believed

that the physiological facts and reasoning set

forth in this paper are sufficient to prevent a re-

petition of the former, and the production of a

domestic and efficient pepsine may obviate the

latter cause of failure.

The article called American pepsine is a true

representation of the gastric fluid obtained from

the stomach of the calf, and prepared without

the aid of heat. Its strength is uniform, and its

merits are apparent from repeated experiments

in which thus far it has proved superior in di-

gestive power to any other preparation of the

same kind. I do not, therefore, hesitate to re-

commend American pepsine as a reliable substi-

tute for similar preparations of foreign produc-

tion.

After a short discussion, chiefly upon the na-

ture of the natural acid of the stomach, the So-

ciety adjourned. M.

Editorial Department.

Periscope.

Intoxicating Drinks in the United States.

An exchange says: The use of intoxicating

drinks in the United States has recently been the

subject of an extended investigation by a physi-

cian of St. Louis, Missouri, who has published

the results of his inquities. From these statistics

it appears that out of every 300 men in the United

States, 122 never drink spirits, and 178 drink to

various degrees of intoxication. Of these 178, it

is asserted that 100 drink moderately, but not to

intoxication; 50 are ephemeral drinkers-, 25 drink

periodically, called "spreeing ;" and 3 are habit-

ual inebriates. This gives one confirmed inebri-

ate to every 59 J- of men who use spirits. Of 700

women, 600 never taste alcohol in any formj 30

taste wine occasionally; 17 taste ardent spirits

36 drink ale or beer constantly ; 14 drink ardent

spirits periodically, and 3 are habitual inebriates, recall such facts as these; the nineteenth cen

Vaccination.

The increasing frequency and virulence of

small-pox in this country is becoming only too

evident. The causes of thi3 have been pointed

out various times in this journal, and it gives ua

pleasure to quote from the JV. Y. Nation some

excellent remarks and carefully prepared statis-

tics on this subject. It remarks:

"It is about seventy years since Jexxer, after

an extensive course of study and experiment,

extending through twenty-five years, published

his great discovery of vaccination, with a reli-

gious faith not only that the process would be to

every one subjected to it a perfect protection

against the small-pox, but that this disease, then

the most dreaded and destructive of all that afflict

mankind, would be fairly exterminated from the

earth. At that time the annual dea^h-rate from

small-pox in England was estimated at 3,000 in

the million of population. In other countries of

Europe the rate varied, in some cases rising to

4,000, and probably in no instance falling so low

as 2,000 in the million. These, the fatal cases,*

should be multiplied by five or six, as nearly as

we can compute, to give the entire number of

subjects annually attacked by the disease. This

loss of life is appalling. The loss of time, in

cases not fatal, is something harrowing to the

mind of the economist. But this is not the

whole of the black story. It was estimated that

two-thirds of the indigent blind in London had

lost their sight by small-pox. The number of

hopelessly deafened ears, crippled joints, and

broken-down constitutions from the same cause,

perhaps, cannot be reckoned, but it was certainly

very large. Anybody who escaped from the dis-

ease without painful disfigurement of the face,

was called fortunate. Although it may seem

unworthy to be mentioned in this connection,

the mere detsruction of clothing and utensils

for the prevention of infection in so many thou-

sands of cases, must have formed no inconsid-

erable part of the waste of a nation. In those

day, whatever a man might do, whether he

would abide at home or travel abroad, by land or

by sea, in summer or in winter, so long as he

had not paid toll to the great pestilence, and

bought his freedom from it, it rose as a bugbear

before him in every direction. Now it is well to
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tury, in the comparative immunity it has en-

joyed, is apt at once to forget the horrors from

which it has been delivered, and to neglect the

only means of protection against their return.

Let us see what change has been effected by vac-

cination, where it has been most thoroughly

done, and its results have been most carefully

observed and recorded.

This summary of English experience does not

exhibit an extreme case, but it is especially in-

structive by its progressive character:

Periods Compared.

Annual Deaths Annual rafe

by Small-pox per million
in Una!and
and Wales.

of the
Population.

1. Average of 30 years previous

to introduction of vaccina-

tion, estimated by Dr. Lett-

som and Sir Gilbert Bla.xe 3,000

2. Average of 3 years (1838-40,)

when vaccination bad become
to a great extent diffused, but

before any public provision

was made for its gratuitous

performance 11,944 770

3. Average of 9 years (1841-53,)

when public vaccination was
gratuitously provided, but

vaccination was not obliga-

tory 5,221 304

4. Average of 12 years (1854 65.)

duriDg which vsccination has

beea to a certain extent ob-

ligatory 3,967 202

In some countries where vaccination has been

compulsory, and has been performed with con-

spicuous thoroughness, a very much nearer ap-

proach has been made to the fulfilment of the

Jennerian aspiration, the extinction of small-

pox.

"In Copenhagen, in twelve years before the

introduction of vaccination, 5,500 persons died

from small-pox; from the year 1802 to 181.8, a

period of sixteen years after vaccination had

been peremptorily insisted upon, only 158 per-

sons died of small-pox over the whole of Den-

mark."

In Copenhagen, for thirteen years, not one

fatal case of small-pox occurred ; the same was

true, for eight years, in so large a population

and territory as that of the Grand-Duchy of

Baden.

For a striking example, look at the experience

of the well-vaccinated British army for twenty

years, from 1817 to 1836 inclusive. In dra-

goon regiments and Guards, with an aggregate

strength during that period of 44,611 men, and

a total mortality of 627, only three deaths were

from small-pox.

Among the troops at Gibraltar, the aggregate

strength being 44,611 men during that period,

with a total mortality of 1,291, only one death

from small pox occurred.

In the West Indies several epidemics of small-

pox prevailed during the period, but there were.

no deaths either among the British or white

troops, of whom the aggregate strength was

86,661, with a total mortality of 6,803. Among
the black troops on the same station, with an

aggregate strength of 40,934, and a mortality of

1,645, there was not one case of small-pox.

At Bermuda, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick,

Cape of Good Hope, and the Mauritius, not a

death from small-pox occurred during the twenty

years mentioned ; and the white troops of Western

Africa wholly escaped this disease, while the

black unprotected population were dying by

hundreds.

These may serve as samples of statistics that

might be multiplied by hundreds. Let it not be

supposed that this amazing saving of human life

has been at the expense of an increased mor-

tality from any other disease. On the contrary,

and notwithstanding the dire threats of 1 Lues

Bovilla"1 and * Fades BovinaJ fulminated by the

early opponents of vaccination, the better we
become acquainted with that discovery, the more

purely beneficient does it appear to be. Thus it

is noticeable in those countries where vaccina-

tion has been most thoroughly practised, that,

leaving small-pox out of the question, there is a

diminution of the death-rate from other causes;

and this is so striking in the case of two of the

most important classes of diseases, viz., scrofu-

lous affections and continued fevers, especially

typhoid, that some medical statists have attrib-

uted to vaccination an indirect protective agency

in this regard.

Why is it, then, in the face of these facts, that

small-pox still, occasionally and within certain

limits, ranges to the extent of an epidemic, so

that, in popular esteem, vaccination has ceased

measurably to afford its old protective power?
Some of the best of the heads that study—like

that, for instance, of John Simon, 'Medical Offi-

cer of Her Majesty's Privy Council '—have been

for years working insatiably at this question,

and have answered it completely, with an array

of figures which to doubt would be to fly in the

face of the multiplication table. 'Wheresoever

vaccination falls into neglect,' cries Mr. Simon
from his mountain height of statistics, 'small-

pox tends to be become again the same frightful

pestilence it was in the days before Jenner's

discovery; and wheresoever it is universally and

properly performed, small-pox tends to be of as

little effect as any extinct epidemic of the middle



286 REVIEWS AND BOOK NOTICES. [Vol. XX.

ages.' Dr. Jenner inculcated, and his imme-

diate disciples observed,, certain conditions of

thorough and successful vaccination, which have

pf late been forgotten or neglected, to the great

detriment of the public health. The apparently

trivial character of the operation has led to its

slovenly and ineffectual performance. The most

important of these conditions is that the vaccine

lymph, just at the period of its perfect elabora-

tion, should be transferred directly from the

yielding arm to the receiving arm. In this coun-

try this plan is followed in probably an insignifi-

cant proportion of cases. The use of dried

lymph, of varying degrees of activity down to

complete inertness, is the rule, and here, appa-

rently more than in England, is Mr. Simon's

assertion true, that millions of vaccinations have

been performed with lymph which had lost its

original power, with a resulting partial or total

failure of protection.

Here, the medical practitioner, especially out-

side of large cities, is often at a loss to obtain

any form of vaccine lymph. In England the

National Vaccine Establishment has been, ever

since 1808, a trustworthy and accessible reser-

voir of the virus, and its beneficent operations

are well marked in the statistics already refer-

red to."

Hemorrhage after the Extraction of a Tooth.

Mr. R. M'Kessick, of Penningtonville, Pa.

sends to the Dental Cosmos the following case.

A gentleman in delicate health*requested me

to call at his residence, and extract a tooth from

which he had been suffering very much for some

days. I found a severe case of periodontitis of

the left inferior wisdom tooth, the side of the

face and neck considerably swollen, and the jaws

rigid. The tooth was extracted with but little

difficulty ; the bleeding was profuse, but .not

more so than generally follows the extraction of

a tooth when similarly affected. It soon sub-

sided.

Oa the evening of the fifth day after the tooth

had been extracted, bleeding commenced, and

continued very much until next morning, when

I was notified of the fact. The hemorrhage was

easily arrested by plugging the cavity tightly

with cotton, well covered with ferri subsulphatis

(Monsel's salt). On the morning of the follow-

ing day the hemorrhage recommenced
;

upon

examining, I found the blood was oozing from

the gums opposite the second molar, buccal sur-

face. The parts were well seared with nitrate of

silver, which arrested the bleeding at the time.

The following day, one week from the time

the tooth had been extracted, bleeding com-

menced again, but still further forward, oppo-

site the first molar and second bicuspid. Nitrate

of silver was again applied, with the desired

effect; a thick roll of cotton lint, well covered

with tannin, was placed upon the gum, to extend

as far front as the incisor teeth, and a piece of

muslin folded tightly and placed in the mouth,

so that when the jaws were closed, it would pro-

duce considerable pressure upon the gums. On
the outside, opposite the bleeding point, a strong

pulse could be distinctly felt.

Ice was directed to be applied externally, the

patient to remain as quiet as possible in a sit-

ting posture for a short time. No further hemor-

rhage occurred.

Reviews and Book Notices.

NOTES ON BOOKS.

Dr. Rtjfus King Browne has recently trans-

lated and published in pamphlet form an article

on "The Life of the Trichina " When we add

that the article is by no less a writer than Ru-

dolph Virchow, we as much as say that Dr.

Browne has added a most valuable contribution

to medical literature. The pamphlet has forty-

eight pages. It commences with an historical

introduction, and then investigates the following

queries : How do we recognize trichinae in meat ?

What dangers to the human body do the trichinas

cause? What preventive measures against its

spread are advisable?

"Pathological Phenomena Generalized," is the

title of a pamphlet of sixty-nine pages, which

reaches us from Montevallo, Alabama, where it

was published in 1867. The author is H. Backus,

(M.D.?) It is an attempt to derive some law

of pathology from an abstract contemplation of

the facts of pathology, as found in the ordinary

text-books. The attempt meets with the success

which might have been anticipated—the author

has satisfied himself, and will satisfy no one else.

We recommend to the author and all speculative

dreamers on such matters, to ponder well those

dying words of Velpeau, " Travaillez, mes amis,

travaillez." Less thought and more hard work

were better.

A work not very dissimilar is a dissertation by

Dr. James P. Hibberd, for which a prize was

awarded by the Massachusetts Medical Society.

It is entitled "The Part taken by Nature and

Time in the Cure of Diseases/' (Boston: David
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Clapp & Son, pp. 46.) The "expectant" sys-

tem of treatment here finds a warm defender.

He urges the view that ''nature and time are the

main factors in the cure of disease." Purgatives,

emetics, venesection, mercurials, etc., he weighs

in the balance, and pronounces them wanting.

We have not the time just now to show where,

in our opinion, the radical fallacy of such views

lie, but that they are fallacious we are strongly

persuaded.

At the late commencement of the Medical De-

partment of Georgetown College, D. C, Dr. F.

Cowan read the address on behalf of the gradu-

ating class, which we are at a loss to characterize

other than as a remarkable specimen of verbal

gymnastics. Take, for an example, this sen-

tence:

"For the phalanx of giant?, physic, which you,

by your zeal, enthusiasm, and energy, have or-

ganized with technical hellenic tactics, they,
whom you have eclected to be the polemarchs,
ever must hymn paeons to you, not, however, in

eulogistic rhapsodies in a theatre of the metropo-
lis, but rather in their practice as physicians.
An eutrophy and euthanasia to you all."

In Dr. Morgan's address on behalf of the Fa-

culty, we find a curious epitaph, which we do not

remember to have seen before, and is certainly

worth preserving. He says it is to be seen in

Pittstown, Rennselaer county, New York.

RUTH SPRAGUE,

Daughter of Gibson and Elizabeth Sprague,

Died January llfA, 1846.

Aged nine years, four months, and five days.

She was stolen from the grave by Thomas L. Shaw, and
dissected by Dr. Roger B, Wilson, in Hoosic, New York,
from which her mutilated remains were obtained and
deposited here.

Her body dissected by fiendish men;
Her bones anatomized

;

Her soul, we trust, has risen to God,
'Where few physicians rise.

It is to be hoped that the pious conviction so

confidently expressed in the last stanza will not

become a popular article of faith.

Professor Owen, the celebrated comparative

anatomist, who is now accompanying the Prince

and Princess of Wales on their oriental tour,

states, in the third volume, just published, of his

"Anatomy of Vertebrates," opinions very much
in accordance with those expressed in Darwin's
work "On the Origin of Species." His words
are: "At the acquisition of facts adequate to

test the moot question of links between past and
present species, as at the close of that other series

of researches proving the skeleton of all verte-

brates, and even of man, to be the harmonized

sum of a series of essentially similar segments,

I have been led to recognize species as exempli-

fying the continuous operation of natural law,

or secondary cause ; and that not only succes-

sively, but progressively—from the first embodi-

ment of the vertebrate idea under its old Ichthyic

vestment until it became arrayed in the glorious

garb of the human form."

Gould & Lincoln, Boston, have issued the vol-

ume of the Annual of Scientific Discovery for

1869. It has been prepared by Dr. Samuel

Kneeland, of the Massachusetts Institute of

Technology, and contains a portrait of James

D. Dana, Professor of Natural History and Geol-

ogy in Yale College.

J. Munsell, Albany, has lately published an

interesting and instructive paper on the Trichina

Spiralis, read before the Albany Institute in Jan-

uary last, by Edward R. Hun, M. D. It contains

a brief sketoh of the history and symptoms of

trichiniasis, and indicates the method of render-

ing innoculous the meat infested with the trou-

blesome parasite.

Henry C. Lea, of Philadelphia, announces

"The Royal College of Physicians' Nomencla-

ture of Diseases," Davy on "Digestion," and

Pavy on " Food."

The following interesting notice is from the

N. T. Nation.

The "Anemie des Grandes Yilles et des Gens

du Monde," by Dr. Raoul le Roy, is a treatise

on a very important if not a new subject for able

medical pens. Dr. Bourguignons treatise, "Ma-
laria Urbana" is well known to the profession,

as also the " Cachexie Urbaine" of Dr. Bertil-

lon. This anemia, although clearly recognized

by the faculty, is somewhat difficult to define ex-

cept by the descriptive title, " Malaria Urbana."

It is the modern disease resulting from city life,

the special ailment of high civilization in tem-

perate climates. Accompanied by negative mani-

festations, without febrile symptoms, allowing its

victims entire liberty of movement, encouraged

and kept alive by the ordinary incidents of

city life, it is a disease whose presence is almost

unsuspected until, suddenly, its subject becomes

alarmed at the fatigue resulting from trifling

physical efforts, even that of a short walk. Then
follow violent palpitations of the heart at the

slightest, unlooked-for noise, a difficulty of breath-

ing, indigestion, and a succession of multiform

nervous affections. Its special and most serious

injury falls upon women. Even the unprofes-

sional reader finds this work highly interesting.
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S. W. BUTLER, M.D., 8t D. Q. BRINTON, M. D., Editors.

«5* Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and

Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence

News, etc. etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

To insure publication, articles must be practical

brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

We particularly value the practical experience of coun-

try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfully belongs to the profession.

THE DRUGGISTS AND THE DRUG BILL.

An event has transpired—very innocent, and

very proper, we should say in itself—which

seems to have moved some of the druggists of

this city from their propriety, and led them to

say some very harsh things about the medical

profession. The occasion of all this excitement

is that a delegate from this city to the last meet-

ing of the State Medical Society, in the exercise

of an undoubted right and privilege, for a good,

or for an evil purpose—the druggists say it was

for an evil, or at least, a selfish purpose, viz.
}

to get an office for himself—proposed the ap-

pointment of a Committee empowered to draft a

law, and present it to the Legislature of our

State for enactment, having for its object the de-

tection of adulterated drugs.

We are not the apologists of the Committee or

of the State Society in this matter—nor the de-

fenders of the form of a law first presented by

them to the Legislature, or its substitute, though

we firmly believe in the necessity of some sort

of preventive legislation on the subject. The

mover of the resolution may have had the selfish

and unworthy motives attributed to him. His

solicitude for the protection of the lives and

health of the people may have been all a

sham—though that is a part of the business

of the profession to which he belongs. Such

a charge is uncalled for, and is not to be enter-

tained without direct proof. It may have been

an unheard of and foolish thing for a society to

delegate so important a matter to a Committee

with plenary power, thus making itself respon-

sible for a matter which it had no power to

review or control. The draft of the law presented

may have been in every way objectionable.

And, finally, the particular member of the Legis-

lature having the matter in charge may be

utterly incompetent to manage it, a»d care for

nothiDg except to "make a reputation" for him-

self. All this we understand to be directly or

indirectly charged by the druggists. Further-

more, they make the general charges that medi-

cal men compound with druggists for a per cen-

tage on prescriptions sent to their stores, and

that they are ignorant and incompetent to judge

of the qualities of drugs—in fact, the drjggistg

have allowed themselves full swing of thought

and expression, while they have, we think, shown

little discretion.

Among their assumptions, as we understand,

is the claim that they are a 44 profession," entirely

independent of the medical profession, whose mem-
bers, we suppose, are rather agents of drug estab-

lishments, to go around among the community,

—drummers, if you please, for drug stores—and

get orders for their employers! It was asserted in

their meeting, an account of which was published

in our last number, that this is a matter with

which physicians have nothing to do, and it was,

and is, more than intimated that there is not a

physician in Philadelphia who is competent to

fill the position of Inspector of Drugs. The

former proposition we deny in toto. Xay, we

assert that with this matter the physician has

everything to do. The drug trade when confined

to its legitimate functions is necessarily subordi-

nate to the medical profession, and no assump-

tion or presumption can make it otherwise. Of

course the physician "has nothing to do" with

that part of the business of the modern druggist

which consists in dealing in proprietary medi-

cines, segars, fancy articles, paints, oils, etc., etc.,

all which is utterly inconsistent with, and tends

to incapacitate them from, a proper attention to

their legitimate calling, except to enter a most

earnest and emphatic protest against it.

As to whether there is a physician in this city

who is capable of being an Inspector of Drugs=*

as we are not aware that any has laid claim to

such capacity, or that any has aspired to the

office in question, we dismiss this part of the

subject. We would, however, remark that though

such an office would be a difficult one to fill, there

might possibly be found a physician, of sufficient

attainments and capacity for acquiring know-

ledge combined, who by a judicious and cautious

exercise of which, with diligence in adding to his

stock of knowledge by study and observation,

might manage to fill such an office with credit

to himself and benefit to the community.

As to the sophistication of drugs—that is not

an open question. It is too well known that

almost everything we eat, drink and wear, as
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well as the medicines we take, are subject to

adulteration. The physician is too often deceived

and disappointed in the action of the remedies

he uses, not to know and feel that they are fre-

quently unreliable. A large portion of the time

of the Professors of Materia Medica in our Col-

leges is devoted, to pointing out the means of

detecting these sophistications. We do not say

that there are no pure articles in any of the

categories named above, and no one thinks of

charging Our "first-class" druggists or grocers

with adulterating medicines or food, but that

does not militate against the broad and well

knowD fact trfat both medicines and food are

adulterated—it may be by unworthy compound-

ers or dealers, who might not be admitted to a

seat in our Drug or Corn Exchanges, but who,

nevertheless, deal in medicines and food. Drugs

pass through several hands before they reach our

"first-class" stores.

The excitement on this subject among our

druggists appears to us unseemly. It almost

looks like a confession of judgment—not in-

tended to be so, of course—but the fact that the

proposed law reached the Legislature without

their knowledge, led them to fancy that there

was a secret purpose about it, that an effort was

made to spring the law upon them, while it

seems evident that it has taken its regular course,

the idea having originated in the Philadelphia

County Medical Society, and the Committee

having been appointed by the State Medical

Society about a year ago, and the fact published

in their annual proceedings, while the proposed

law has taken the usual course before the Legis-

lature. We do not say that it would not have

been at least wise, on the part of the Committee,

to have consulted with some of our Druggists on

the subject. But if they had, would it have

been of any avail? For, as we understand it,

the druggists claim, to be a profession of them-

selves, entirely independent of the medical pro-

fession, and are opposed to any law for Drug

Inspection, even in our national custom-houses.

Everything must be left to the judgment and

honor of the conscientious and educated drug-

gist! To this proposition we have only to sug-

gest that the millennium has not yet arrived, and

that while we have men wicked enough to adul-

terate drugs for gain, there will always be found

those who for the same cause, will be unprin-

cipled enough to dispense them.

We ought to have a law—perhaps not " a Drug
Law" simply, but a law against sophistications

"in general, in which drugs should be included,

and physicians and druggists should unite in

2

perfecting such a law, one that will be an honor

to our1 State, and that will, to some extent at

least, accomplish the desirable object of giving

us pure and reliable drugs.

THE BLACKSTONE TRAGEDY.
We have looked forward with fearful forebod-

ing to the consummation of just such a horrible

tragedy as was enacted in our midst on the morn-

ing of the 29th ult.,* as the legitimate result of

the extreme and utterly unsafe teachings of sen-

sational writers in some of our magazines and

newspapers. Here are a mother and two bright,

promising children, hurled into eternity at the

hands of a loving husband and doting father,

while laboring under a fit of temporary insanity,

speedily followed by the suicidal ending of an

existence which thereafter could never have

been aught but a burthen. This heart ren,ding

case—and it is only one among many, that are

too frequently occurring in various parts of the

country—is an illustration of the terrible respon-

sibility incurred by the conductors of the public

press.f We hold such writers as have ventilated

* The following is an outline of this tragedy. The har-

rowing details were a bonne bouche to such a paper as the

Morning Post of this city.

Early on the morning of Monday, March 29th, Mr.
James L. Blackstone, of the firm of Fttwston & Black-
stone of this city, an upright, worthy citizen, who, as the

testimony shows, was extremely proud and fond of his

family, but who had a hereditary taint of insanity, which
has, on several occasions recently manifested itself in a

manner which had caused his wife some solicitude, mur-
dered his wife and two children, and then deliberately

closed his house and went and threw himself into the

Delaware river and was drowned.

His family consisted of his wife Isabella E. Black-
stone, and two children, one a boy, named Lee, aged

eight years, and the other a girl, named Catharine,

aged between three and four years. About two o'clock

on Tuesday afternoon Mr. Fuxstox received a telegraph

dispatch reading as follows:

"Madisox, Conn., March 30, !869.
Have received a letter from James that wife and chil-

dren are killed, telegraph answer immediately.
Selah Lee."

Mr. Fuxstox with a friend, started for the house of

Mr. Blackstoxe, in Judson street. He found the doors se-

curely fastened and the windows closed. He then went
to the Police-Station and returned with a policeman,

who entered the house with him, when they discovered

the dead bodies of Mrs. Blackstoxe and her children.

f While we are reading this proof, we find the following

dispatch in the morning papers

:

" Murder and Suicide in Memphis.
"Memphis, April 6.—A horrible murder and suicide

occurred here to day. A. J. Watt, while laboring under
a fit of insanity, brained Newbery Gibson, his room
mate, with a hatchet, and then rushed into an adjoining
room to kill George Nelsox, who warded off the blows,
but received severe wounds. Watt then went back to
the room where he had killed Gibson, and crying out,
'Farewell to the world,' leaped from the third story
window and was instantly killed. Nelson is in a critical

condition."
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their outrageous and libelous assaults on the sioners of Charity and Correction of the City of

Superintendents of our Hospitals for the Insane,

on medical men who are called on to investigate

cases of alleged insanity, and certify to the same,

and on our judges who pronounce upon them, as

directly responsible in a great degree for the wan-

ton destruction of human life in cases like these.

These fierce and uncalled for assaults tend to

prevent relatives and friends doing their duty

by insane persons. They are unwilling to sub-

ject themselves to the libelous charges of irre-

sponsible critics, whose real object seems to

be notoriety, and persons who for their own

safety, that of their families and of the commu-

nity, are suffered to go at large, when they ought

to be placed under proper restraint and profes-

sional care and supervision. The Morning Post.

of this city, the Atlantic Monthly, and one or two

of the New York dailies, have gained for them-

selves an undesirable notoriety in this way, and

at the same time assumed a fearful responsibility.

Speaking as one who has had unusual opportu-

nities for observation and experience with the

insane, we say unhesitatingly, that there are per-

sons at large in this community,— some of them

through the ill-judged advocacy of notoriety- seek-

ing newspapers—who may be met almost every

day on our public streets, who, for their own

safety, that of their families and the community,

should be under proper restraint. We should

not be in the least surprised at any time to see

further horrible records like that noted above.

The proper place for insane persons is in a

hospital, and the proper time to discharge them

should be left to the judgment of the medical

superintendents of such institutions, aided, if

deemed best, by a commission of medical experts

in consultation with them.

In conclusion, we desire to place in strong

contrast to the course pursued by the papers

referred to in this article, the course of the Even-

ing Bulletin, of this city—(and possibly other

papers that did not come under our notice)

—

which has uniformly pursued on this question

the same straightforward, judicious course, which

usually characterizes it in its handling of matters

of public interest.

COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS.
We desire, not merely as a matter of business,

to call attention to the advertisement in our

columns for a candidate for the salaried position

of House Physician to the Infant's Hospital on

Randall's Island, New York. This is one of the

institutions under the charge of the Commis-

New York.

It will be observed that there is to be a compe-

titive examination for the position in question,

and we gladly embrace the opportunity of again

placing ourselves on the record in favor of the

principle of the concours or competitive examina-

tions for all our public medical positioBs. It is a

disgraceful and humiliating sight to see the

canvassing, button-holding, pushing and crowd-

ing for the appointment to any vacancy that

may occur in one of our hospitals, schools or

other public institutions. Nepotism, or other

personal or political considerations have far

more influence in officering our public insti-

tutions, than merit. Indeed they have all, as a

rule, and merit nothing to do with the matter.

There are men connected with most of our pub-

lic institutions who are entirely out of place, and

who have no claim to their positions apart from

the considerations mentioned above. Many of

them would not dare to face a competitive exami-

nation, while their capacity for boring and intri-

gueing puts to the blush and drives from the

field more meritorious men.

"We welcome any indication—and there have

been several of late—that the very objectionable

system of making medical appointments so long

in vogue among us, is going to give way to fair

and honorable intellectual and physical contests

for the honor—and we ought to be able to add

in all cases, emoluments.

AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
Louisville and "Nfnphvillp, and Memphis and l

Louisville R. R. Line, April 3, 18C9. j

Wm. B. Atkinson-, M. D.,
See'y Am. Med. Association.

Arrangements have been perfected by which

delegates to the American Medical Association

will be passed from Louisville to New Orleans,

and return, with their wives and familes, at one

full fare the round trip, each person's ticket will

be good via Humboldt or Memphis, giving par-

ties the choice of routes, with the privilege of

stopping over at Cave City, to visit the great nat-

ural curiosity of Kentucky.

The tickets will be placed on sale at the depot

office on the morning of April 30th, in Loui -

ville, and will be good to return over lines be-

tween New Orleans and Humboldt or Memphis

until May 15th, or from Humboldt or Memphis

to Louisville until May 20th.

Please communicate this to the profession

generally, that they may have timely notice

thereof, and oblige "W. H. King,

General Transportation Agent.
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THERAPEUTICAL BULLETIN.*
Compiled by Geo. H. Napheys, M. D.

No. 8.

This column will contain each week a collection of the

Recipes, remarkable for their novelty and elegance, now

in use by prominent practitioners, as recommended by

them in resent lectures at College and Hospital Clinics,

and at meetings of Medical Societies, in newly published

monographs and systematic treatises, and in the current

medical periodicals of this country and Europe. It will

include fornmlas for hypodermic injections, for inhala-

tions, for rectal and vaginal suppositories, for ointments,

lotions, collyria, etc., etc.

The selection will be such that each prescription will

commend itself, both by its intrinsic merit5
, and by the

authority of the name of the physician by whom origi-

nated or employed. It is designed to give only the latest

and best approved therapeutical expressions of the pro-

fession—to afford a periscope of the remedial measures

resorted to by eminent living physicians.

It is proposed, hereafter, to classify these formulae, and

issue them in book form.

The figures annexed to each formula indicate

its number from the beginning of the series, and

are added to facilitate reference.

Uterine Therapeutics.

J. M. Da Costa, M. D.

60. R. Apiol, gr. iv.

in the form of a granule or " pearl," four times a

day. as an emmenagogue. To be taken for three

days before the expected period. Apiol is an

excellent remedy for amenorrhcea when there is

no uterine disease. It is also useful in dysmen-

orrhcea.

Dr. Tilt says that given every two hours, so

soon as the pains of d^smenorrhcea begin, it acts

like a charm in some cases of nervous dysmenor-

rhea, but it is of little use when the dysmenor-

rhoea depends upon some disease of the womb.

T. Hawkes Tanner, M. D., F. L. S., Lond.

61. R. Potassii bromidi, 3$^ •

Tinct. cantharidis, f.giss.

" cinnamomi, f-3vj-

Aquoe, q. s. ad fjiss.

Dessertspoonful three times a day, as a stimu-

lating emmenagogue.

62. R. Acidi gallici, gr. xv.—xxv.

Acidi sulph. arom., n\xv.—xx.

Tinct. cinnamomi, f..^ij.

Aquas dist., q. s. ad f.^ss.

For one dose.

* Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year

1869, by Quo. H. Naphrys. M.D , in the Clerk's office of

the District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylva-

nia.

N. B. This copyright is not intended to prevent medi-

cal journals publishing these articles, but only their be-

ing issued in book form.
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Mix with two or three tablespoonfuls of water,

and take every few hours in profuse menorrha-

gia, until the bleeding ceases.

Professor T. Gaillard Thomas, New York,

says that in a case of menorrhagia, the patient

should be kept perfectly quiet upon her back;

cloths wrung out of cold water should be laid

over the uterus, vulva, and thighs
;
cold, acidulated

drinks should be given freely ; and the injection

of all warm fluids strictly interdicted. In addition,

the apartments should be kept cool, the nervous

system quiet by opium or an appropriate substi-

tute, and all conversation prohibited. In mild

cases this may suffice, but in severe ones it will

not. Then the speculum should be introduced,

a sponge-tent passed into the cervix, and the

vagina filled with a tampon. This will rarely

fail. But in certain cases, as, for instance, those

of cancer of the neck, the tent will not be admis-

sible. Under these circumstances, a soft sponge

or wad of cotton should be saturated with a so-

lution of the tersulphate of iron, laid upon the

cervix, and the tampon placed against it, or a

small linen bag may be filled with powdered

alum, placed in contact with the cervix, and held

in place by a tampon; or two drachms of tannin

may be left free against the part. To these means

almost all cases will temporarily yield, more es-

pecially if the use of the tent be admissible.

Emmenagogue Enema.

Edward John Tilt, M. D ,
M. R. C. P., Lond,

63". R. Aloes Barbadensis, gr. x.

Tepid milk. f.Jiij.

To be injected twice a day when the menstrual

flow is due, until it comes, or until tenesmus be-

comes unbearable.

Emmenagogue Vaginal Suppository.

64. R. Aloin, gr. ij.

Buttyri cocose, gr. x.

65. R. Olei terebinthinas, f.^ss.

Tincturag capsicii, f.gss.

Tincturae ergotaa, f.gj.

Tinct. lavend. comp., f-oij. M.

In cases of uterine hemorrhage, give from half

a drachm to a drachm of this mixture in milk,

after shaking the bottle. In severe flooding after

parturition, from half an ounce to an ounce may
be given in plenty of milk, with good results.

Prof. Ellerslie Wallace.

66. R. Aloes, gr. v.

Olei tanaceti, gtt. xl.

Cantharidis, gr. vij.

Ferri lactatis, 9iv. M.
Fiat massa, in pilulas xxviij. dividenda.

One, morning, noon, evening, and night, as an

emmenagogue.
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News and Miscellany.

Cornell University has just received a
donation of a collection of shells, numbering
5,000,000 specimens, of 12,000 species. Dr.
Newcomb, the generous donor, spent thirty-five

years in making it.

{Notices inserted in this column gratis, and are solicited
from, all parts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolu-
tions of Societies at ten cents per line, ten words to the line.]

MAEEIED.

Allen—Borton.—On the 18th ult., at the residence of
the bride's father, by Friends' ceremony, in the presence
of Mayor Johnson, of Salem, L. A. D. Allen, M.D.. and
Izetta, daughterof <^mar Borton, all of Woodstown, N. J.

Drais—Wilson.—At Oxford. Ohio, March 17, by the
Rev. Robert D. Morris, Lawson Drais, M. D , of Cincin-
nati, Ohir>, and Miss Sadie L., eldest daughter of the late
W. W. Wilson, formerly of Pittsburgh, Pa.

Stevens—White.—In Rehoboth, Mass., March 18th,
by Rev. T. H. Johnson, Dr. G. S. Stevens of Providence,
R. I., and Mrs. x.ydia B. White, of Rehoboth.

DIED.

Dunolison.—In this city, April 1-t, Rr.bley Dnnglison,
M. D., Emeritus Professor of Institutes of Medicine in
Jefferson Medical College, in the 721 year of his age.
Obituary next week.

Jefferson Medical College. "I

Philadelphia, April 2, 1809. J

Whereas, It has pleased Almighty God to remove from
among us in the evening of his life, and in the fruition of
a world-wide reputation, our friend and late associate,
Dr; Robley Dunglison, Emeritus Professor of the In-
stitutes of Medicine in the Jefferson Medical College, and
late Dean of this Faculty ; and

Whereas, He was warmly endeared to us by his high
social qualities, his stern integrity of character, his un-
ceasing devotion to his official duties, his uniform urban-
ity and kindness, and the great purity of his life; and

Whereas, In his djath the Medical Profession has lost
one of its most learned, zealous, and exemplary members;
Medical Literatureone of its most able promotors; Medi-
cal Science one of its most succe-sful cultivators, and
Medical Philosophy one of its most faithful interpreters;
therefore,

Resolved, That this Faculty will attend the funeral of
their friend and colleague in a body, and that one of their
number be appointed to deliver, at the opening of the
next session of the College, a discourse upon his life and
character.
Resolved, That a copy of these signatures, authenticated

by the signature of the Dean, be transmitted to the family
of the deceased, with the expression of our heartfelt sym-
pathy in their bereavement, and that the same be pub-
iiirhed in the different papers, and in the two medical
papers of this city.

Samuel Henry Dickson, M.D.,
Dean of Faculty.

Frazier.—Near Bethel, Clermont co., Ohio, March 17,
Dr. D.M. Frazier.

HroHES.—On March 29th, 1869, Alice E., wife of Isaac
W. Hughes, M.D , and daughter of the late Hon. Charles
G. Donnel, of Sun bury, Pa.

WOEDS OF CHEEE.

Dr. J. B„ of Arkansas, in renewing his own subscription

to the Reporter and Compendium, sends two new names
and promises more. He says

:

"I am a subscriber to eight journals, but would rather
be without all of them than yours."

Dr. W. H. B., of Chicago. Blinois, writes that he has just

seen a copy of the Compendium. He says

:

44
1 was so much pleased with it that I now inclose to

you $5, for the years 1868 and '69, hoping to keep it up in
fu ure. In some respects I think it very much better
for an American practitioner than anything of the kind
I have seen. Wishing you the success you so much de-
seive," etc.

Dr. J. W. B., of Blinois, in making a very encouraging
remittance, including all our publication?, says

:

"I think you eminently worthy of the patronage of
your medical brethren, not only for your indefatigable
labors as a journalist, but as a shrewd and persistent col-
lector."

Now we take exception most decidedly to the last re-

mark from Dr. B's letter. It touches a tender spot—
strikes between the joints of the barncs. into the vital* •

Had we been " a shrewd collector," and successful withal,

some thousands of dollars would now have been invested

in our various enterprises, much to the advantage of the

profession, which are now entirely lost to up, to our per-

sonal inconvenience and the injury of our enterprise?.

A correspondent of the Burlington, Vermont, Free Pre>»

and Times, in a card to Physicians, says of the Compen-
dium :

''It is the only publication of its kind which gives any
fair and full abstr-ietof American medicine. The foreign
half yearlif?, republished in this country, to a larce ex-
tent ignore the rapid progress of medical science in the
TTnited States, quoting from only one or two journal-", and
giving their readers only a meagre outline of our medi-
cal literature. TheCoMPKNDiUM, on the <~ther hand, gives
prominence to American discoveries and American ideas,
and notes all progress in every department of medical
science. At the same time it col'ates from foreien jour-
nals all that is valuable to American readers in their col-
umns.

4, The number before me contains nearly four hundred
articles, collated from nearly two hundred and fif'y Ameri-
can, and about two hundred and thirty foreign writers and
speakers. A number of Rotiktng'a Abstract a'so before me,
contains two hundred and eitthty-four articles, in only
twenty-two of which is any al : usion made to American
periodicals or writers. It will be seen, therefore, that
while the Compendium is peculiarly American in its origin
and character, and as such has claims upon the patronage
of American physicians; it yet gives a more thorough
and appreciative summary of the medical literature of
all countries than any " Abstract" or '* Retrospect " pub-
lished, so that the reader may note the progress in the
science of medicine in all quarters of the globe.

QTJEKIES AND REPLIES.

W7;o it it? We have received a letter, post-marked

Constantine, Mich., inclosing money carefully folded up
in & piece of blank paper. It was received on the first of

April. We are equal to any amount of such "April fool-

ing" as that — but how about the other side? Who

Fowler's Solution in Hemorrhoids.
' : I will say for the benefit of the Reporter, that I have

tried the above remedy in twenty cases of piles, andjn
not a single case have I been disappointed in removing
the difficulty. The dose, of course, is to be varied to suit
the age and constitution of the patient. I hope physi-
cians will try it. G. B. Bishop.
Sheridan, N. Y., March 25, 1869.

Dr.B.D. W—" Are Guffroy's Cod-liver Drawees what
they are represented to be in his pamphlet on Cod liver
Oil, etc.?" We have never used them, and cannot an-
wer.

METEOROLOGY.

March, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28,

Wind

Weather-—
-|

N.E.
Cl'dy.

N.W.
Clear-

W.
Clear

N.E.
Clear-

S.E-
Rain.

N.W.
Clear

E.
Clear-

Depth Rain-- 1 4-10 1 1-10

Thermometer.
Minimum
At 8, A. M
At 12, M
At 3, P. M

18°

26
34
40
29.50

30°

38
45
46
39.75

27°

40
55
55
44.25

28°

40
48
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40.25

30°

44
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45.50

36°

57
63
65
55.25

40°

50
58
60
52.

Barometer.
At 12, M- 30.7 30.2 301 30.4 30.5 304 30.4
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SECTION OF ANTERIOR TIBIAL 1&ERVE
FOR NEURALGIA.

The first section of this nerve recorded, so far

as we are aware, was made on New Years day

of the present year, by Dr. James E. Garretson,

of Philadelphia, under the following circum-

stances.

The patient, Samuel Banning, of Kingsessing,

a soldier in the war of the rebellion, received

three wounds, one in the shoulder, one through

the calf of the right leg, the third through the

right foot, involving the metatarsal bones; this

last requiring thirteen months in hospital for its

cure.

About two years back, pain more or less

severe was found to be associating itself with a

sense of exhaustion, which over-exercise always

reduced in the foot; this pain gradually increased

until finally it passed up to the knee-joint and

there settled about the head of the tibia, and on

the outer aspect of the limbs on the line of the

peroneal nerve. When first seen by Dr. Garret-

son, the patient had been confined to his room

for eight months, being fully two-thirds of this

time in a state of dementia, requiring constant

attendance to prevent the commission of suicide,

which he would attempt in any manner within

his command if left for a single hour unguarded.

The tenderness about the head of the tibia was

so excessive that the most limited handling

would throw him almost immediately into

spasms ; there was little or no tenderness about

the foot or lower third of the leg, and no special

point of pain at any place.

In the case, six weeks were spent in deciding

the diagnosis, which finally being determined to

be a lesion of the anterior tibial nerve, produced

by some sequences secondary to the wound of

the foot, Dr. G., with the assistance of Dr.

Hooper, of Kinsessiug, on New Year's day, opera-

ted by cutting down on the vessels one and one-

half inches above the annular ligament, separa-

ting the nerve from the artery, and removing one

inch from its continuity.

Result.—The operation was performed at 11

A. M. ; at 11| the patient fell into a sound sleep,

which continued until 5 P. M., the first sleep of

over half an hour duration which he had en-

joyed for a period of six weeks; from this sleep

he awoke refreshed, without pain, and in every

respect, mentally, quite himself. The wound
which had been approximated to unite by the

first intention healed thoroughly throughout,

looking in every respect well for a period of one

week, at the end of which time it opened and

assumed an erysipelatous appearance, several

blebs appearing in its immediate neighborhood;

these however yielded at once to an application

of iron and quinine locally, and to gentle un-

stimulating poulticing; the wound, however, con-

tinued slightly to suppurate, being fully six

weeks in healing.

The toes, which, at first, were almost, though

not quite, deprived of motion gradually, after

the first few days, recovered themselves, and now

seem none the worse for the operation.

The principal discomfort complained of after

the section was in the ankle-joint, this having

a constant sore feel, and being weak and unrelia-

ble ; a series of very small cutaneous abscesses,

of little moment, however, exhibiting the abstrac-

tion of the wonted nerve supply.

Of the original pain the patient, however,

never had one twinge after the section, the ten-

derness about the knee-joint disappeared in three

d.aysj the man at this date, three months after

the operation, is attending to his business as

usual, the only complaint being that the foot

operated on, tires before its fellow.

A second case of quite as much interest is also

reported by Dr. Garretson, of section of the in-

cisive branches of the superior maxillary nerve,

where they pass down the wall of the antrum.

In this case the patient, a lady, wife of an un-

dertaker, residing on "West Market street, had

been suffering with periodic attacks of pain

about the head and face. This patient, exceed-

ingly quiet and retiring, spent most of her life

293
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in sunless rooms surrounded by the melancholy

parapharnalia pertaining to her husband's busi-

ness; she was anemic, and of poor general health

and spirits. Although this patient had certain

bad teeth, yet the pain had never seemed associa-

ted with them
;
indeed, so insensible were these

organs to ordinary agents of irritation, that a

diagnosis had been founded alone on her general

condition and surroundings and remedies applied

entirely in such direction. Tonics were admin-

istered, windows unbowed, exercise and amuse-

ments conjoined with generous living were ad-

vised, but with even this entire change the

patient failed to improve, but on the contrary

grew constantly worse. The diagnosis discov-

ered to be thus at fault, the teeth were extracted,

still the condition persisted and the pain in-

creased. She was now kept under treatment

over a year, the pharmacopoeia being literally ex-

hausted. u At this period, in consultation, I made

a most thorough examination of her system at

large. The pain had assumed and continued the

impression of an iron clamp around the head

terminating at the chin below, and which clamp

seemed daily contracting itself ; the terror and

pain of this impression had become so great as to

convert the patient almost into a lunatic. I found

by inquiry that her internal organs had been

most carefully examined and inferred not to be

in fault, my own investigations therefore were

principally directed externally. First, was there

any remaining tooth or roots of teeth implicated?

I examined for dental caries, for pulpitis, for

nodules, for necrosis, for supernumerary teeth, for

exposed cementum, but fully assured myself

that the dental organs were not at fault. I exam-

ined the spinal cord, and through its expressions

the encephaloid mass. Organically, the trouble

was not reflex from these points; I examined

every articulation, the line of every vessel, so far

as I might follow them; I passed in review every

observation and fact which might enlighten me,

but without success; finally I returned to the old

cavity, the teeth, which had been extracted the

year before, were the molars and premolars of

the left superior jaw, might there not possibly

have been left just the smallest particles of one

of these roots? I was making pressure over the

canine fossa when the patient made slight com-

plaint; it was the only point which had"yielded

difference in sensation; it was not pain of which

complaint was made—not discomfort, it was sim-

ply a difference of sensation. What was the mean-

ing of this? differentially, it was just to infer

that here existed something, the lesion perhaps

of which we were in search. Acting on this

iCATlONS. [Vol. XX

only hint, I obtained the consent of the physi-

cian in attendance to make an exploratory tre-

phine into the antrum, and on performing the

operation, discovered within the cavity that

branches running from the intra orbital nerve

across it had enlarged to the size of an ordinary

knitting needle; these enlarged nerves, of which

there were two, I cut away; the patient was im-

mediately relieved, and although a year has

passed, she has had no return of the neuralgia,

at least so far as I am aware, and I have since

met her upon the streets, looking as rosy and

fresh as most women."

A SOLID STETHOSCOPE.

By Henry N. Avery, M. D.,

Of New York.

The following simple stethoscope has been used

by me for some time past, with the most happy

results.

I selected a piece of hard wood twenty inches

long, cut in the direction of the grain, and* two

inches in diameter. At a point six inches from

one end I placed a band of iron. Then the long

end was introduced into a steam chamber. When
sufficiently steamed, it was divided in the centre

down to the iron band. The two pieces thus

separated at a point five inches from the band,

were bent in the shape of an ordinary stetho-

scope. At a point four inches from the band, a

second band was secured with a key, so that the

ear pieces can be contracted or expanded.

The advantages of this simple stethoscope are,

that the sound is transmitted through the solid

wood and continuous fibres more audibly than

by any other means; and, secondly, the cheap-

ness at which it can be afforded.

The shape and size may be according to indi-

vidual taste. Some kind of soft wood, for in-

stance pine, if it can be bent, might answer a

better purpose than hard wood.

Public Charities and Correction of New York.

Few people are aware probably that nearly

100,000 persons are now annually subsisted in

•the several institutions under the charge of the

Commissioners of Public Charities and Correc-

tion of the City of New York. It is a fact, how-

ever, that this number amounted, for the year

1868, to no less than 92,272. Of these, one-half

(or 46,807) were in the city prisons ;
more than

a fifth (or 16,946) in the workhouse, and the re-

maining three-tenths or less in various alms-

houses, asylums, hospitals, schools, and in the

penitentiary.
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Hospital Reports.

Pennsylvania Hospital, V

Philadelphia, , .
J

By D. Hayes Agnew, M. D.

Keported for the Med. and Surg. Reporter.

Amputation of the Forearm.

Dominick W., set. 25. This patient was admit-

ted into the hospital twelve days ago, with a

serious burn and contusion of the left hand and

arm, caused by a hot piece of heavy casting fall-

ing upon the limb. Although the injury was

recognized as a very severe one, still it was
thought best not to amputate at the time, but

give him the benefit of a hope that the sloughing

which was inevitable might not extend to any
great depth. This case, gentlemen, was one of

a class in which the surgeon is often greatly em-

barrassed how to act. His great anxiety to save,

rises above all other considerations. In most in-

stances no harm comes of such delay, but on the

contrary good, and so it has proved in the pre-

sent case. The sloughing has not only, laid bare

the bones of the hand, and opened the wrist-joint,

but has extended much higher up the arm than

was supposed, far indeed beyond the apparent

limits of the original injury. The traumatic

fever has passed over; suppuration is well estab-

lished, and the line of demarcation clearly de-

fined. He is now in a condition to justify the

removal of the deceased part. The operation

must be executed in the upper third of the fore-

arm, and the method shall be by musculocuta-

neous flaps, formed bne from the front and the

other from the back of the limb. In controlling

the bleeding, I purpose using the animal liga-

ture, cutting off both ends and closing over all

the wound. The threads which I here exhibit,

have been prepared by Mr. Behrle, of New
York, from the peritoneum of the bullock. To

secure a rapid union of the flaps has been regar-

ded by a large majority of surgeons as extremely

desirable, and hence various devices have been

i*esorted to, in order to get rid of that, obnoxious

thread, dangling from the corner of the wound.

Laurence Hennen and others were in the habit

of cutting off both ends of the thread. Henxen
believes the suggestion was due to an American.

The first public announcement of such a practice

belongs to Haire, of Southminster, in Essex, as

long ago as 1786. The objection to the plan was

in consequence of the knots afterward exciting

suppuration, and making their way to the sur-

face. Phtsick, in 1814, introduced the animal

ligature made from chamois leather, and which

he believed, from its alliance with the tissue^,

would be absorbed ; and I remember very well of

Dr. Jamieson, of Baltimore, a short time before

his death, saying, he had tied all the accessible

arteries of the body with this substance, and to

his perfect satisfaction.

More recently, acupressure, through the influ-

ence of Professor Simpson, of Edinburgh, has at-

tracted a large share of professional notice.

Whether in this unrest, and search for something

new, we are apprehending a myth, time and

careful observation can determine; but this

much I do know, not one of them renders our

patients invulnerable against the accidents of

pyaemia, hemorrhage and erysipelas. A few me-

tallic sutures are introduced to maintain the

flaps in opposition, with the addition of some ad-

hesive strips. Over these a piece of lint smeared

with simple cerate, and lastly the application of a

roller to give increased comfort and security, I

shall take occasion to speak of the after treat-

ment at my next clinic.

Amputation of the Hand above the "Wrist.

Thomas D., set. 17 years. This young man
has just been brought into the house. His hand,

as you see, is torn into shreds, having been

drawn in between the cogs of two revolving

wheels. The destruction is complete. There is

nothing to be done here, but immediate amputa-

tion. The soft parts appear perfectly sound at

the wrist and on the posterior aspect, a short

distance below. It must not be forgotten, how-

ever, that the violence inflicted on the hand, a

part where so many anatomical components con-

centrate, may seriously implicate the nutrition of

the limb far beyond the immediate sphere of

injury. You have just witnessed an amputation

in which musculo-cutaneous flaps were made. "We

will in this case form a covering for the bones,

by lifting antero-posterior oval flaps of skin, and

making a circular amission of the muscles. The

vessels will be tied with the animal ligature.

Each kind of flap has its champion, and I do not

commit myself exclusively to any single method.

If I were to express a preference, it would be for

the musculo-cutaneous. I think the vitality of

the skin is seriously imperilled by detaching it

from the deep fascia through which the blood-

vessels enter it in great numbers.

Coxalgia.

W. C. This lad is 10 years of age: has a

transparent complexion, lustrous eyes, long eye

lashes, and unusually intelligent. There is a

distinct limp in his gait. When he stands he
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advances the left limb, turning the foot outward.

He has had for several months wandering pains;

sometimes in the hip, at other times in different

portions of the leg. The pain recently has

"become localized in the knee. When the limb is

forcibly rotated, or impelled against the aceta

bulum, severe pain is experienced in the ileo

femoral articulation. When standing erect you

will see the buttock on the left side is smaller

than its fellow, and the abrupt definition between

the thigh and nates in a great measure oblit-

erated, lie is still able to go about, and does

not suffer much discomfort. He has, therefore,

the evidences of what is so generally known as

hip-joint disease. The disease is evidently in its

incipiency, and the present group of phenomena
due to intra-articular effusion. If the inflamma-

tion producing this effusion results from tuber-

culous deposit in the bone, the case will be pro-

tracted. In assuming the treatment of such a

case, let there always be a fair understanding

It is too often the case that the parents or friends

of the patient become wearied- and disgusted

with the tedious progress of the disease, and are

induced to abandon the course laid down for its

conduct? What shall be done for this boy?
Some would say, apply a Davis splint, and allow

him to move about. I cannot concur in this. I

am satisfied that the recumbent posture, with

extension, applied just as we treat fractures of

of the thigh, fulfils the indications in. view.

We want absolute rest for the joint. In no

other way can it be obtained. Small blisters

may be applied, from time to time, over different

portions of the articulation. The bowels should

be kept free, and a nutritious, but not a stimu-

lating diet allowed. If there be much pain, a

hypodermic injection of morphia mav be em-

ployed, with proper discrimination. It should

not be resorted toon every occasion, but reserved

for urgencies. This course may be maintained,

until the active symptoms pass over. It may be

for six weeks; or, it may be for six months.

And after this a Davis splint may be applied,

and a certain degree of liberty allowed. You
will, I think, by such a course have the satisfac-

tion of often saving a joint.

Medical Societies,

MEDICAL SOCIETY OF GEORGIA.

The following action was taken by this Society

in the case of Dr. J. J. Waring at its meeting

Oct. 14, 1868.

"Whereas, At a meeting of the Georgia Med'-
cal Society, held on Wednesday. Out. 7th, 1868,

a resolution was passed by over two-thirds of the

members present, to wit: That the presence of

Dr. James J. Waring being detrimental to the

interests of this Society, he is hereby requested

to tender his resignation on or before the next
regular meeting of the same; and

Whereas, The said Dr. J. J. Waring has de-

clined to comply with said request; and

Whereas. At a meeting of the Georgia Medical
Society, hold on the 2d of September, 1868, and
acrain at a me^tins: of the same held on the 30th

of September, 1868, he, the said Dr. J. J. Waring,
did behave discourteously to the Society, and in

such a manner a* would render him ineligible to

membership, and has rendered himself obnoxious

to two-thirds of the members of the Society; be it

Resolved, That at the meeting of this Society

to be held on the 18th of November, 1868, the

Georgia Medical Society will for the foregoing

reasons, vote upon expelling Dr. James J. War-
ing from the membership of the Society. Pro-

vided, however, that the said Dr. J. J. Waring
be permitted to resign at any time before that

date.

Editorial Department.

Periscope.

The Swiney prize of a silver goblet of the

value of £100, with gold coin in it to the same
amount, has been unanimously awarded by the

judges from the Society of Arts and the College

of Physicians of London, to Dr. Guy, of King's

College, for his well known treatise on the Prin-

ciples of Forensic Medicine.

Alcoholic Stimulation in Disease.

Dr. W. T. Gairdner, in a recent number of

the Glasgow Med. Journal, concludes an able ar-

ticle on this topic with the following inferences.

1. The importance of proper nourishment and

sustenance in febrile cases is very great, and no-

thing can be worse than the old, and now happily

exploded system of depletion and starvation. But

it is not less an error to conceive of alcoholic

stimulation as a proper substitute, in such cases,

for ordinary food. Milk is the normal food of

most persons in acute disease, and there are very

few persons, even in severe fevers, who cannot

receive it to the full extent of their powers of

assimilation; but most of the other simpler

elements of an ordinary diet may be employed

with advantage in particular cases. Beef-tea

(so much favored by Dr. Todd, in conjunc-

tion with alcohol) is of very inferior nutritive

value, and therefore of altogether secondary im-

portance to milk; and further, beef-tea very often
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disagrees with the stomach when milk and fari-

nacea can be freely taken. In enteric cases beef-

tea has been found occasionally to increase the

diarrhoea, and it is usually to be avoided or very

cautiously given on that account.

2. The proper mode of administering food in

cases of febrile disease is to imitate as closely as

the condition of the patient admits, the usual

practice in health; and most patients, even in

severe fevers, retain so much of the habits and

functions of health as to enable them to digest

a good deal of simple food, conveyed into the

stomach at proper intervals, and with sufficient

intervals of rest to allow of the return of the de-

sire for food in some degree before again giving

it. To give brandy and beef-tea every hour or

half-hnur, and to continue this practice for days

and nights together, even wakening up the pa-

tient (as is recommended by Dr. Todd) in order

to give him his food and stimulant, is the surest

of all ways to destroy whatever remains of natu-

ral appetite, and to derange altogether the al

ready much weakened function of assimilation.

In a few almost desperate cases, where the power

of swallowing is nearly lost, it may be advisable

to give food at much more frequent intervals

during waking hours than in other cases; but

rarely, if ever, to disturb the patient when
asleep.

3. The proper use of alcoholic stimulants in

cases of acute disease is nearly the same as in

other cases, or in comparative health, viz., to

quicken and develope the appetite for real food,

and the power of assimilating it. The proper

and normal time, therefore, for giving these

stimulants in fevers "is along with the food— i. e.,

at the regular meal times, and not during the

intervals; except in cases where the nervous

system is much disordered, and where a mode-

rate dose of the stronger stimulants may some-

times be of great use in procuring sleep.

4. The proper dose of alcoholic stimulant, and

also the proper kind of stimulant to give in each

case, is subject to considerations derived much

more from the age, sex, and previous habits of

the patient than from the severity or character of

the fever. It is an error to suppose that patients

affected with very severe symptoms of acute dis-

ease are capable of tolerating indefinitely greater

amounts of alcoholic liquors than can be given in

milder cases, or to the same persons in health.

It is even probable that in some cases the suscep-

tibility to over-stimulation is greater in fevers

than it is in health. At all events, it is usually

a practical error to carry stimulation much be-

yond the line above generally indicated.

5. In most cases of young persons, and in very

many of adults not accustomed to the daily or

frequent use of alcoholic liquors, these ought

not to be given in quantity, or even at all, with-

out the most clear evidence of their being really

required. The effect of each dose should be care-

fully watched, and it is almost always safer to

withdraw the stimulant entirely for a period of
hours, than to run the risk of over-stimulation.

It is almost certain, from facts already observed,

that in young persons the mortally of fevers is

greatly increased by the continuous administra-

tion of alcoholic stimulants, even when the more

striking or obvious symptoms of over-stimulation

do not become apparent.

6. The effect of stimulants, moderately and

judiciously used in certain critical states of acute

disease is to restore and refresh the patient, to

favor natural sleep, to lower the rate of the pulse,

to quicken the appetite, and increase the power

of assimilating food. The effect of stimulants

continuously or immoderately given, is to destroy

the appetite for food, to produce torpor, to give

rise to more or less profuse sweating, to dry the

tongue, to prolong the febrile debility, and to

protract the crisis. There is reason to think

that in typhus fever the normal crisis may be

delayed for several days by the constant adminis-

tration of brandy, after the manner recommended

by Dr. Todd.

7. In the self-limited fevers, in which the phe-

nomena of the crisis are well known, and the

course of the disease may be easily denned and

anticipated, it is usually requisite to be very

sparing of stimulants in what may be termed

normal cases, because in these the disease is

to be recognized as running a definite course;

while any considerable excess has a tendency to

convert the case into an abnormal one, and to

postpone the crisis. It has already been suffi-

ciently indicated that, in the opinion of the au-

thor of this communication, alcoholic stimulants

rank with drugs and medicines rather than with

food. The same minute knowledge of the course

of fevers which induces a well-educated modern

practitioner to abstain from constantly drugging

his patient will also, in most cases, lead him to

abstain from stimulation. And on the whole, it

may be confidently anticipated, as a result of

improved consideration given to the subject, that

the profuse and continuous administration of al-

coholic stimulants, with a view to alimentation

in acute disease, will ere long be abandoned as

inconsistent with an enlightened physiology and

a sound practice. While stimulants will continue

to be prescribed to the sick, on the same princi-
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pies and for the same ends as causes them fre-

quently to be taken with refreshing and beneficial

results in comparative health, their function in

acute disease will more and more come to be re-

cognized as a strictly limited one; so that contin-

uous administration of them, or administration

carried up to such doses as twenty-four, thirty

fix, or forty-eight ounces in the twenty-four

hours, will be abandoned as involving an error

of principle, and a serious danger to life in ac-

tual practice.

8. A subordinate, though still very important

consideration, bearing upon such profuse and

continuous stimulation as is above referred to, is

that such liberal doses of wine and spirits given

habitually under medical advice, tend to give a

wrong bias to public opinion, and (even apart

from the grave moral consequences arising from

the abuses of alcoholic liquors) to involve the

whole medical practice of the country in a system

of unnecessary, and therefore wasteful expendi-

ture. It is as nearly as possible a demonstrated

fact, that much of what is spent in wines and

spirits for the sick in hospitals (and therefore

probably also in private practice) is unnecessa-

rily, if not injuriously spent. Typhus fever, as

it occurs in Glasgow, almost always among the

poor, and often among the most ill-nourished,

debilitated, and dissipated classes, is the very

type of a disease which would appear to require

the highest doses, and the most frequent and

liberal administration of alcoholic stimulants.

Yet it has been clearly shown that typhus fever

in Glasgow may be so treated as to have a dimin-

ished mortality, with the aid simply of milk diet

and careful nursing
;
alcoholic stimulation being

deliberately maintained upon a scale so low as to

make it quite an exceptional, and therefore purely

therapeutic agent. In the City of Glasgow Fe-

ver Hospital, the careful and most scrupulously

watched experiments of Dr. J. B. Russell45" have

led almost insensibly, and without any fixed

plan, but with an increased success as regards re-

sults, to lower from year to year the scale of

stimulation on the whole, until last year the cal-

culated amount of absolute alcohol administered

in the form of wines and spirits to each patient,

on an average, during each day of the treatment,

was less than one-sixth of an ounce (0.1630 oz.),

and the expense of this quantity was little more
than three farthings; while the entire bill for

wines and spirits consumed during a year in

which 969 cases of febrile disease (mostly typhus)

were under treatment, was £34 5a 6d. The mor-

tality of typhus (including all the cases admittel

moribund) during the same period was in this

hospital only 9.05 per cent.; being the lowest

rate of mortality, I suspect, that has ever been

attained in the treatment of so large a number

as nearly a thousand cases, accurately distin-

guished as genuine typhus.

* A Clinical Study of Simulation in Typbus, Glasgow,

lS^; and Third Annual Report of the City of Glasgow
Fever Hospital, 1868.

Foreign Body in the Ear.

Dr. Wendell A. Anderson, of La Cros c e, Wis-

consin, communicates the following case to the

K. Y. Med. Record.

On the 14th of May. 186$, a man came into

my office and requested me to give him pomething

to stop a discharge from his ear. Upon ques-

tioning him, to ascertain the cause of his trouble,

the following history was given: In the month

of March, 1863, he was a member of the 1st

Regt. Colorado Cavalry, and while on duty in

the Provost Guard at Danver City, was obliged

to assist in arresting some men in the eating

saloon. During the struggle he received a blow

upon the left ear, and was informed by his com-

rades that one of the men struck him with a

steel fork: alarmed at the hemorrhage, he applied

to a physician in the city for treatment, as the

regimental surgeon was some distance off. The

hemorrhage was soon checked, and as nothing

could be seen in the ear, he was told that the

pain was the result of several pricks made by

the fork, and would subside in a short time. He
continued to suffer with the pain, being unable

to lie on that side, but did duty for a month

before applying to the surgeon of his regiment.

An examination of the ear was made, but nothing

discovered, and he was furnished with something

to drop in the ear to ease the pain, which sub-

sided after a while. He was quite deaf, but the

pain was felt only when the head was shaken or

struck. He continued to serve with the regi-

ment, not missing a day's duty, until October,

1864. when he was discharged by reason of ex-

piration of term service. In March, 1867, hav-

ing passed the winter in the Wisconsin pineries,

he became entirely deaf in the left ear, and suf-

fered severely with pain, which was soon followed

by an offensive discharge: and at one time while

cleansing the ear, he removed a piece of iron

resembling a portion of a common steel fork

tine. The discharge was quite free after this,

but the pain was easier, and he continued his

occupation in the woods until the day I saw him,

one year later.

Upon examination of the ear I found the mea-

tus, just within the concha, filled with what ap-
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peared to be a polypus, and while cleansing the

part for a more careful examination, a small

hard point was discovered in the fossa of the

anti-helix, which could not be removed by water.

Bearing in mind the history, an attempt was

made to ascertain the nature of this substance,

and a fork tine, three-fourths of an inch in length,

was removed. The direction of the tine was

from above downward, inward, and a little for-

ward. The point undoubtedly projected into the

meatus, as there was slight hemorrhage from the

auditory canal. Carefully cleansing the ear,

he was requested to call again the following day.

He did not call at the time appointed, and the

case had passed from my mind, when, on the 4th

of September, he visited me, stating that he

thought he could care for himself after the for-

eign body had been removed; but as the dis-

charge continued and the hearing was not im-

proved, he wished more assistance. The ear

being cleansed, I observed that the "polypoid

mass" had disappeared, but within the meatus,

about three-fourths of an inch, there were nu-

merous vegetations nearly filling the canal, and

still deeper was a dark mass, at first mistaken

for an accumulation of cerumen. When I told

him that it would take a long time and careful

syringing of the ear to remove the substance,

he would not believe that such a mass could be

there. To convince him, the mass was touched

lightly, but the sound to him was that of two

pieces of iron striking together. Making a s'ill

closer examination, I decided that there was

anothor fork tine lodged there, lying in a hori-

zontal direction across the canal. Evidently

warm water could not accomplish what was

desired, and only by repeated efforts was I able

to seize the piece by the centre, press it forward,

and bring one end into sight in the canal. It

was then easily removed. There was considera-

ble hemorrhage, and the pain was such that I

postponed further examination till the following

day. The pierce of iron removed was seven-

eighths of an inch in length. On the following

day, when the ear was examined, precisely the

same condition existed, apparently, as on the

preceding day. Not believing it possible that

there could be any more fork tines, I "sounded"

the piece, which the patient affirmed conveyed

the same impression to him, viz., of two pieces of

iron. In the same manner as on the preceding

day, with less difficulty, but more suffering for

the patient, another tine was removed
; this one

measuring one inch and five-sixteenths in length.

The tines were all much corroded, and evidently

had remained in the canal for a long time. Re-

peated examinations of the ear have been made,

but no more foreign bodies discovered, although

the patient believed 1 was not to be satisfied until

the handle of the fork was found. Two months

after the removal of the last object, the ear was

not at all painful, the discharge had ceased, and

the hearing distance of that ear, tried with an

ordinary watch, was over three feet.

Idiopathic Priapism.

Dr. J. R. Smith, of Alabama, communicates

the following case to the New Orleans Jour, of
Medicine.

On September 13th, 1865, was called to see

Mr. T. F. M., who I found laboring under a very

painful priapism, which had existed at the time

of my visit, about eighteen hours. To ascertain

the cause was the next subject of inquiry.

Mr. M. is aged twenty-eight years, has been

married five years, rather delicate health, and of

a nervous temperament, never had gonorrhoea

but once, and that was about seven years ago,

had ehills and fever six months previous to this

time ; for the cure of the gonorrhoea may have

used caustic injections; never had any symptoms

of stricture. About the time he was laboring

under gonorrhoea received a severe fall from a

buggy, falling on buttock, which caused the forma-

tion of an abscess up the rectum, which discharged

through the anus ; since then has suffered no in-

convenience from the fall ; has had several spells

of priapism before ; the first, about twelve months

before this; all of which were relieved by urinat-

ing or walking until fatigued. Mr. M. assured

me he had had no impure connection which might

lead me to believe him laboring under incipient

gonorrhoea; in fact has not had connection of

any kind for ten days (Mrs. M., being absent)'

has no erotic desires, nor never has had during

his other less obstinate spells of the same dis-

ease.

When I saw Mr. M., he had used all the reme-

dies that afforded relief heretofore, with many
others that suggested themselves; such as the

cold and warm baths; walking until fatigued; a

full dose of epsom salts, which had acted freely J

can now void his urine in a full strenm without

pain, but requires considerable effort ; seems

quite well, except a slight pain just behind the

corona-glandis. This, (as in all previous attacks)

came on in the night and while asleep, from sup"

posed neglect to empty the bladder when lying

down ; has been drinking spirits pretty freely

lately, but not more so than frequently before
;

does not remember that such indulgences inva-

riably cause the priapism; contracting the
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sphincter ani or pressing down the penis causes

great pain
;
pulse natural.

Prescription.—Assume the erect posture, and

smoke tobacco continuously until thoroughly nau-

seated ; at the same time direct a continuous

stream of cold water on the penis, from glans

to pubis; and as we had frequently relieved

symptomatic priapism by the application of cold

to the feet, we suffered in this case the cold

water, as it run from the penis, to fall on the

floor and run under the patient's feet. This was

persisted in for half an hour without the least

avail, notwithstanding the cold perspiration

streamed from the face of the patient, from the

excessive nausea produced by the tobacco smoke.

The skin on the penis from the pouring of the

cold water, became shriveled; the glans as-

sumed a livid appearance. I then put him on

minute doses of tart, emet., to be continued

every half hour until fully nauseated, and at the

same time, directed him to fill the rectum with

cold water, also throw a stream of cold water into

the urethra, and when lying, keep the organ en-

veloped in cold cloths, and left him for the night.

Sept. 14th. Found patient just as I left him;

he informs me that he scrupulously carried out

the prescriptions of the previous day. That the

tartar emetic after a prolonged nausea produced

full emesis and catharsis. I now advise 1 a con-

sultation, and Dr. Deasox, my former pupil and

partner was called in. We bled Mr. M. in the

erect posture, until approaching syncope; after

slight reaction, he was again caused to assume

the erect posture with a stream of cold water

poured on the organ, until we were compelled to

lay him down for fear of fainting. There not

being the slightest change in the erection, he

was now put fully under the influence of chloro-

form, and notwithstanding he had several sur-

geons' certificates of hypertrophy of the heart, he

bore the chloroform well and remained fully

under its influence for more than half an hour

sleeping quietly and soundly. "While getting

under the influence of the chloroform, he felt as

though the relief would be permanent, as all

pain seemed to subside ; but on awaking, the

pain and priapism were just as before its ad-

ministration—the pain in the penis, if possible,

more excruciating. We now covered the entire

perineum with a plaster of extract of belladonna,

and gave one-fourth of a grain of morphia. We
also caused the whole genital organs to be

covered writh a warm bran poultice.

Sept. 15th. The morphia produced perfect

quietude, had a fine night's sleep; free from pain

except slight soreness on bending the penis

down, prostate glands somewhat softened, no

change whatever in the priapism. He now has

great difficulty in urinating, and what is passed

is accomplished by introducing the finger in the

rectum and pressing upward and forward the

prostatic portion of the urethra. I again bled

him freely (approaching syncope) for the pulse

was now full and strong; also enveloped the

penis and entire perineum in a plaster of the

extract of belladonna, to remain six hours, and

ordered a steam bath; continue the morphia in

quarter grain doses, alternately with two grains

gum camphor every two hours during the nigh^,

the morphia to be suspended so soon as quiet

was produced.

Sept. 16th. Slept well at night; passed urine

freely ; little or no pain ; soreness slight, priapism

as on the first day. Spirits much better; good

appetite ; as the bowels have not acted since he

took the tartar emetic, he was now ordered a full

dose of Epsom salts and morphia, at bed time;

remain quiet in bed with cold cloths to the penis,

in faot the latter remedy was almost continuously

used.

Sept. 17th. Salts acted freely; slept well; no

change in the priapism
;
experienced no incon-

venience from the camphor, which I neglected to

say had been continued for the last twenty-four

hours, every two hours, in two grain doses, and

was prescribed for to-day.

Sept. 18th. Penis a little more flaccid, may be

brought to a right angle with the body without

producing much pain. I now prescribed extract

of belladonna, one grain every two hours during

the night, with a plaster of the same to the peri-

neum.

Sept. 19th. Took the extract of belladonna

every two hours until six grains were taken, and

perceiving great dryness of mouth with dimness

of vision he suspended its use; there is still little

or no change in the priapism from yesterday, in

fact, the penis is hardly so flaccid as on yester-

day. He was now ordered to take the ext. bella-

donna in two grain doses every three hours until

its specific effects were again produced.

Sept. 20. Still cheerful; appetite good
;
passes

urine freely, but no change in priapism, so he

reports. I did not see him to-day, consequently

no prescription.

Sept. 22d. No change since last visit. C-dd

water has been continued almost incessantly.

Advised leeches but they could not be procured.

Our remedies (and patience too, somewhat) being

exhausted, without any change in symptoms, and

there seeming to be no risk in the trip, our

patient was permitted to return to Huntsville,



April 17, 1869.] PERISCOPE. 301

Alabama, in a two-horse wagon, to his family

where, we are informed he arrived safely, with

out any untoward symptoms. The disease gradu-

ally and almost imperceptibly gave way,

Mr. M. died in Memphis, Tennessee, shortly

after this, but of what disease we are not in-

formed.

How to prevent Typhoid Fever from Spreading

In the following will be found condensed, by

Dr. Budd, of Bristol, the rules which a triumph

ant experience has shown to be effectual in pre

venting the spread of the fatal typhoid or enteric

fever. The value of these rules will be recog

nised by all; and, in the following form, it will

be found convenient to issue them as a placard

in any districts where the fever may have become

epidemic through previous neglect of sanitary

precautions.

"How to prevent Typhoid Fever, [otherwise

called Gastric Fever, or Low Fever,) from spread-

ing. The means by which typhoid fever may be

prevented from spreading are very simple, very

sure, and the cost next to nothing. They are

founded on the discovery that the poison by
which this fever spreads is almost entirely con-

tained in the discharges from the bowels. These

discharges infect—1. The air of the sick-room;

2. The bed and body linen of the patient; 3.

The privy and the cesspool, or the drains pro-

ceeding from them. From the privy or drain,

the poison often soaks into the well, and infects

the drinking-water. This last, when it happens,

is of all forms of fever-poisoning the most deadly.

In these various ways, the infection proceeding

from the bowel- discharge's often spreads the fever

far and wide. The one great thing to aim at,

therefore, is- to disinfect these discharges on their

very escape from the body, and before they are

carried from the sick-room. This may be per-

fectly done by the use of disinfectants. One of the

best is made of green copperas. This substance,

which is used by all shoemakers, is very cheap,

and may be had everywhere. A pound and a

half of green copperas to a gallon of water is

the proper strength. A teacupful of this liquid,

put into the night-pan every time before it is

used by the patient, renders the bowel-discharge

perfectly harmless. To disinfect the bed and

body linen, and bedding generally, chloride of

lime or MacDougall's powder is more conve-

nient. These powders should be sprinkled, by
means of a common dredger, on soiled spots on
the linen, and about the room, to purify the air.

All articles of bed and body linen should be

plunged, immediately on their removal from the

bed, into a bucket of water containing a table-

spoonful of chloride of lime or MacDougall's
powder, and should be boiled before being

washed. The privy, or closet, and all drains

communicating with it, should be flushed twice

daily with the green copperas liquid or carbolic

acid, diluted with water. In the event of death,

the body should be placed, as soon as possible,

in a coffin sprinkled with disinfectants. Early

burial is, on all accounts, desirable. In towns

and villages where the fever is already prevalent,

the last rule should be put in force for all houses,

whether there be fever in them or not, and for

all public drains. As the hands of those attend-

ing on the sick often become unavoidably soiled

by the discharges from the bowel, they should

be frequently washed. The sick-room should be

kept well ventilated, day and night. The great-

est possible care should be taken with regard to

the drink-water. Where there is the slightest

risk of its having become tainted with fever-

poison, water should be got from a pure source,

or should at least be boiled before being drunk.

Immediately after the illness is over, whether

ending in death or recovery, the dresses worn by

the nurses should be washed or destroyed, and

the bed and room oocupied by the sick should be

thoroughly disinfected. These are golden rules.

Where they are neglected, the fever may become

a deadly scourge. Where they are strictly car-

ried out, it seldom spreads beyond the person

first attacked.

'N.B. A yard of thin wide-width gutta per-

cha placed under the blanket, under the breech

of the patient, by effectually preventing the dis-

charges from soaking into the bed, is a great

additional safeguard."

—

Brit. Medical Journal.

Poisoning by Strychnia.

The following case of poisoning is* reported to

the New Orleans Journal of Medicine^ by Dr. W.
C. Mallory, of Florida.

"Mrs. W., aged nineteen years, under treat-

ment for disease of the womb. Mr. W., (her

husband) in giving what he thought to be a

preparation of opium, gave two and a quarter

gra ! ns of strychnia. I was called on the night

of Dec. 6th, 1868, in great haste to see her, and

upon arriving learned that about forty minutes

previous she had taken the drug, and twenty-five

minutes after taking it, she complained of feel-

ing very queer, and becoming alarmed, I was sent

for to see her.

"I found her sitting up in bed, and unable to

move any of the limbs, and when moved for her,

there was great convulsion. Complained of
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stiffness of the jaws—speech indistinct, tongue

trembling, and unable to be protruded beyond

the lips, deglutition difficult, breathing laborious

—pulse not much affected. Now, here was a

case of poisoning by strychnia; what should be

done? we have no antidote for it—it was too late

to administer an emetic with any hope of suc-

cess. Considering the case hopeless, I concluded

to experiment. I gave her ten drops of the tinc-

ture of iodine, but deglutition was performed

with so much difficulty that I also gave one drop

of it per rectum, and in half an hour the dose

was repeated. Up to the time of giving the first

dose, she was growing worse rapidly, but as soon

as the iodine was given she grew no worse, and

when the second dose was given she began to

improve, and in four hours was free from the

effects of the drug, save soreness, which lasted

during the day. My reason for trying the iodine

was that in prescribing quinine and strychnia

in conjunction with iodine, I had noticed a pre-

cipitate which I supposed to be the latter thrown

down. May we not hope upon farther trial, the

iodine may be found to be an effectual antidote

for that poisoning drug?' 7

Professor of Homoeopathy.

President Haven, of the University of Michi-

gan, in his last report to the board of trustees,

comments on the question of introducing into the

faculty homoeopathic professors, as follows:

I believe that good reasons do exist why a

" Professor of Homoeopathy" should not be ap-

pointed, and I believe that all unprejudiced

persons will be able to see them. I beg here ex-

plicitly to state that I do not argue in behalf of

the medical profession, or " Allopathy," or any

particular class. I am not conscious of any par-

ticular interest in any class or party, on this

subject. So far as I am personally concerned, it

might be more politic to say nothing on the sub-

ject, but, as a custodian of the interests of the

university, I must express what the interests of

sound education seem to require, irrespective of

party or sect.

Observe, then, first, that we have no Professor

of "Allopathy" in the University of Michigan.

This is no subterfuge, but a solemn fact. If a

grant of money was offered to the university on

condition that a Professor of Allopathy should

be appointed, I should be compelled to show the

unreasonableness of the condition. We do not

want in a university professors of special ideas

or theories, who believe that their special ideas

or theories embrace all truth in their respective

schools, and that all outside of their special

ideas or theories is false and to be rooted up and

condemned. You make the university, by such

a course, a place of strife and discord, and not a

place for the harmonious inculcation of all truth.

What we want in the department of medicine

and surgery is a number of professors who shall

present all the subjects and all the information

properly belonging to the science and art of

medicine and surgery. They should be, as they

are, Professors of Anatomy. Physioloyy, Pa-

thology. Surgery, Diseases in General, Diseases of

particular classes, Chemistry, Materia Medica,

etc., etc.—embracing the whole orb of the science

and art of medicine and surgery—but not Pro-

fessors of " Allopathy," " Homoeopathy," or any

other special theory; and the graduates should

receive, not a title
—"Homoeopathic Doctor," or

"Allopathic Doctor," or "Hydropathic Doctor,"

or doctor of any particular kind,- but simply the

old, time honored M. D.—Doctor of Medicine.

This is no sublimated, unapproachable theory,

but the only proper .basis of a university. The

university does not establish a department of

medicine and surgery in the interests of any

particular class of physicians, or in the interest

of conflicting classes of physicians, or with the

special purpose of making doctors of any par-

ticular kind, or of all kinds, but to teach the

science fully and broadly—not in conflicting

schools and debates, but, as far as possible, thor-

oughly—without reference to local interests and

partisan distinctions. Once establish the prece-

dent that every party in the world shall be re-

cognized by name, and have a professor bearing

its partisan name, and irreparable injury is

done to the university.

Re-Arrangement of Apothecaries' "Weights in

Germany.

North Germany has adopted the French gramme

as the basis of medical weights, and this obliges

certain German States to alter their pharmaco-

poeias. This is especially the case as regards

the Grand Duchy of Mecklenburgh Schwerin

;

but it being evidently inconvenient that each

State should make changes without concert with

its neighbors, the representative of the Grand

Duchy has proposed to the Federal Council to

convoke a commission of medical men and apothe-

caries to establish a pharmacopoeia common to

all the States of the German Northern Confede-

ration.

Reading, Pa., has a physician who visits

his patients on a velocipede.
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Articles of ppecial importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-
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prepared, so as to require little revision.

We particularly value the practical experience of coun-
try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfully belongs to the profession.

THE NAVAL BILL.

One of the first official acts of Secretary Borie

is to urge the increase of an already notorious

injustice. Influenced by the representations of

narrow and self-conceited officers, he has urged

upon Congress the adoption of a bill for reor-

ganizing the navy, which so far as it applies to

medical officers proposes to put them down nomi-

nally one grade, but really two grades, assimilat-

ing them in rank to the ensigns, with this impor-

tant condition, that the senior assistant-surgeon

shall be rated below the junior ensign. And so

with all the other grades, and with all the other

departments of the staff. There are assistant-

surgeons, who have been in the service five, six,

seven, even eight years, and who are men of su-

perior education and capacity. By the terms of

this bill they would take^rank below the chubby

little ensign who just came out of school yester-

day. If rank is to bear any reasonable relation

to the length of service, capacity, experience, and

ability of an officer, the injustice of such a regu-

lation needs no showing. The medical officers

will bear favorable comparison for scholarship

and general culture with those of the line, and

we can imagine no good cause why they should

not be treated in every respect as the equals of

the graduates of the Academy. Admiral Porter

I rates them as rather less than gentlemen, an\d a

little better than boatswains. The consequence

I of this policy will naturally be to drive out of the

service nearly all the members of the staff who
do it the greatest honor. For a good surgeon,

civil life abounds with honors and prizes-, but

the Naval service of the United States offers

poor pay and worse treatment. The result, in

the long run, will be to fill the Navy with igno-

rant and shiftless men, who have not talents

enough to earn a living on shore.

The efforts which have been recently made
seem therefore likely to result in bringing about

still more unjust relations between staff and
line.

It may be the result of an entire lack of ac-

quaintance with the true condition of things in

the navy; it may be that one or two old admirals

have an undue influence on his mind; certainly

it cannot be an intelligent and impartial consid-

eration of the merits of the case which has

governed Mr. Borie in this.

THE DRUGGISTS.

Now that the bill proposed by the State

Medical Society to prevent the adulteration of

drugs is lost, let us hope the druggists will do

something for their own reputation. It sadly

needs it. Even the daily papers are outraged at

their selfish and suspicious actions. Hear what

the Press of this city has to say

:

"Let us see now what the druggists will do.

There is no escape for them. They have an op-
portunity of proving to the people who buy their

wares that they intend to give them value re-

ceived for their money, that they will no longer
palm off upon them adulterated stuffs for the
genuine article. There are honest men in the

trade. Let them resolve that all shall be honest.

Let the College of Pharmacy reconsider its inde-

finite and unsatisfactory action of a few days
ago and resolve, as old Henry Troth and Peter
Lehman resolved, that no suspicion of fraudulent

dealings shall rest upon the calling of its mem-
bers. Let it in a word prove what these fathers

designed it should, viz. that 'By such an asso-

ciation abuses might be held in check or cor-

rected, the common interests subserved, and the

whole trade elevated in the estimation of its mem-'

hers and the public.'1 "

ADULTERATION OP MILK.
A Report has been made on this subject to the

city authorities of Providence, embracing an

examination by Dr. Wiggin of a large number

of specimens. Much of it will apply to other

cities as well as Providence, and deserves a wider

circulation than it will get in an official docu-

ment.

It seems probable, both from the investiga-

tions of Dr. Wiggin and from the reports of the

Inspector of Milk in Boston, that nearly all the

adulteration of milk is by the addition of water,

though the quality of the milk is often much
injured by skimming. If we take the propor-

tion of water actually found in the specimens

exammined by Dr. Wiggin, and make allowance

for the injury by skimming, it is a low estimate

to say that the milk generally sold is adulterated

to the extent of ten per cent.
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Dr. Wiggin says, in his report: "At this sea-

Bon of the year, I believe the average specific

gravity of milk, from any dairy, should not be

lower than 1030. Actual experiments, made at

some of the largest farms in the neighborhood of

our city, confirm me in this belief. There may

be one cow or more in every diary, which will

give milk of lower specific gravity than this, but

a larger number will run higher. A very large

percentage of cream lowers the specific gravity,

while its removal raises it.

The following figures show the specific gravity

of milk from nine cows, as I took it in the order

in which they were milked,—1031 , 1030, 1030,

3032, 1031, 1032, 1030, 1032, 1031. Average,

1031. The average of a dairy of fifteen cow*

gave a specific gravity of 1030. The average of

another dairy of sixteen cows gave 1033. And
so on. All the specimens I have taken from

farmers' wagons on the street, give nearly the

same results.

The following table shows the specific gravity,

with the addition of different quantities of water,

as determined by experiment.

Original specific gravity, . . . 1030
9 milk and 1 water, .... 1027

8 " " 2 " ... 1024
7 " " 3 " . . . 1021

6 u " 4 " . i . 1018
5 " " 5 " . . . . 1015

If, now, I obtain milk with a specific gravity

of 1020, as I have done, what is the inference?

Obviously that I get 33.33 per cent, of water.

If besides this the cream be wholly removed the

matter is worse still.

The percentage of cream varies, of course, in

accordance with the conditions mentioned above.

The lowest percentage of cream I have obtained

from any dairy, or from any single cow, is 10

per cent. It has ranged from this up to 18 per

cent.

Store-milk gives an equally wide range, only

it is on the opposite side of the scale. Eight per

cent, is the highest I have found, and so on down

through every percentage and fractional per-

centage, to a few discrete flakes floating on the

surface. In estimating the quality of milk by

the cream, it should not be forgotten that the

constant agitation it receives in transportation

converts a part of the cream into butter, which

sinks to the bottom of the can to be received by

the last customer only. If I should find but 8

per cent, of cream on milk which had been

transported from a distance by rail or otherwise,

I should be unwilling to complain of the retailer,

unless the specific gravity were also low."

The total solid matter of milk should not be

less than 12 per cent., nor more than 15 per

cent. In fact it nearly always fell several per

cent, below this.

No doubt the adulteration is far greater in

New York or Philadelphia; and no doubt, too,

the frightful infant mortality of those cities is

largely owing to the impurity of this popular

article of infant food.

THE TEXAS CATTLE DISEASE.
Last December a Convention of Commissioners

from a number of states met at Springfield, Illi-

nois, to discuss the origin and prevention of the

Texas cattle plague. The best report of the pro-

ceedings we have seen is embraced in a report of

Dr. E. M. Sxow, delegate from Rhode Island.

He remarks that the Convention seemed to agree

on the following points:

"1, Texas cattle do not have the Texas Cattle

Disease in Texas, and very rarely after being

brought to more Northern States.

2. A similar disease is common among the

horses in Texas.

3. Texas cattle, when brought to the more

Northern States, though apparently healthy

themselves, do communicate the disease to the

native cattle of those States.

4. Cattle, whether brought by the river route

or driven over land from Texas, communicate

the disease to the native cattle of the more -

Northern States; but much the greater portion
i

of the disease in Illinois, during the year 1868,

was communicated by the very small portion of

the cattle that was brought by the river route. y
5. Cattle, native of the more Northern States, .

though they take the disease, and die from it,

very rarely if ever, communicate it to other

cattle.

6. Grown up native cattle are much more sus-

ceptible of the disease than calves or yearlings ; :

and sucking calves very rarely take it, though

their mothers may die with it.

7. Native cattle kept in pastures, or yards

adjoining those in which Texas cattle are kept,

do not take the disease.

8. As a general rule, for native cattle to take
*

the disease, it seems necessary that they should

graze where Texas cattle have grazed.

9. Generally, no ill effects are known to have

followed the use of the milk or flesh of the dis- j?»

eased cattle, though there are a very few appa- .

rent exceptions to this.

10. The disease as seen in New York would -

seem to have been of a more aggravated charac-

ter than at the West.
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11. The enlargement of the spleen is found in

all cases of the disease, and is perhaps the only

easily detected change that is found in all cases.

12. No cure for the disease has been found.

Carbolic acid is very valuable as a disinfectant,

and as a preventive; but should be used with

caution. With reference to the cause of the

disease, the official action of the convention says

nothing, and there was no settled uniformity of

opinion in relation to it. The theses advocated

were that it was propagated by spores, or cryp-

togamous growths, or else was in some way com-

municated by the innumerable ticks which infest

Texas cattle. The weight of testimony was on

the whole in favor of the latter view. This

is cheering, as we know by proper precautions,

these disgusting parasites can be destroyed.

Notes and Comments.

THERAPEUTICAL BULLETIN.*
Compiled by Geo. H. Naphsts, M.D.

No. 9.

This column will contain each week a collection of the

Hecipes, remarkable for their novelty and elegance, now
in use by prominent practitioners, as recommended by
them in recent lectures at College and Hospital Clinics,

and at meetings of Medical Societies, in newly publishel

monographs and systematic treatise*, and in the current
medical periodicals of this country and Europe. It will

include formulae for hypodermic injections, for inhala-

tions, for rectal and vaginal suppositories, for ointments,
lotions, collyria, etc., etc.

The selection will be such that each prescription will

commend itself, both by its intrinsic merit*, and by the
authority of the name of the phy.-ician by whom origi-

nated or employed. It is designed to give only the latest

and best approved therapeutical expressions of the pro-

fession—to afford a periscope of the remedial measures
resorted to by eminent living physicians.

It ia proposed, hereafter, to classify these formula, and
issue them in book form.

Collyria.

Prof. Gunning S. Bedford, New York.

67. R. Hydrarg. chlor. corros., gr. j.

gr. iv.Ammoniae rnuriatis,

Aquse destillatee,

Ft. sol.

I

For purulent ophthalmia in new-born infants,

i the eyes to be washed with the solution several

times during the day. The applications should

not be confided to the nurse; they should be

made by the practitioner himself, as follows:

* Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year
1869, by Geo. H. Napheys. M.D , in the Clerk's office of
the District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylva-
nia.

N. B. This copyright is not intended to prevent medi-
cal journals publishing these articles, but only their be-
ing issued in book form.

The child being placed on its back, resting in

the lap of the nurse, the practitioner placing its

head on his knee, with a soft sponge moistened

with tepid water cleanses the eyes. The lids are

then gently separated, and after everting them,

the accumulated matter is removed, and the col"

lyria applied.

It may become necessary to touch the inflamed

conjunctiva by means of a camel"s-hair pencil,

with the following solution once a day.

68. R. Argenti nitratis, gr. ij.

Aquas destillatce, f.

Ft. sol.

When the child falls asleep, the outside borders

of the lids, in order to prevent their agglutena-

tion, should be smeared with fresh butter, fresh

olive oil, or, what perhaps is better, the red pre-

cipitate ointment. The bowels are to be kept

regular -with castor oil, or flake manna in solu-

tion, and above all, the eyes are to be protected

against light. This treatment, if faithfully car-

ried out, will effect a cure, and should not be

surrendered for leeches, blisters, etc.

Prof. Gross states that in the purulent oph-

thalmia of infancy he has usually effected excel-

lent and even rapid cures by the injection, every

few hours, of tepid water, or milk and water,

followed, immediately after, by a solution of

bichloride of mercury, from the eighth to the

twelfth of a grain to the ounce of water, and the

constant application of a light elm poultice,

medicated with acetate of lead, and frequently

renewed. The bichloride of mercury is of all

local remedies in this affection the most effica-

cious in its action, making generally a most

rapid and decided impression upon the dis-

charge. Yery weak solutions of lead, zinc, and

alum are also advantageous, but altogether infe-

rior to the bichloride. One of the great points

in the treatment of this and other forms of puru-

lent ophthalmia is to get rid of the acrid secre-

tions, which, if allowed to remain, always act as

irritants. As to leeches and eounter-iritants,

they should never be employed in this disease as

it occurs in infancy.

Prof. John B. Biddle.

69. R. Zinci sulphatis, gr. ij.

Morphise sulphatis, gr. 1-8.

Aquae rosse, f.^j. M.
As an application for sub-acute ophthalmia.

Prof. S. D. Gross.

70. R. Pulveris opii, gr. ij.

Hydrargyri, gr. 1-8.

Aquae, * f.gj. M.
To be injected every half hour, in purulent,

gonorrhoea!, and other forms of ophthalmia. If
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there be unusual swelling, and a rapid extension

of the morbid action, the most appropriate mea-

sures are, free incision of the outer surface of

the lids, extensive scarification of the chemosed

conjunctiva, together with the use of the above

injection. If the discharge of pus is very pro-

fuse, the inner surface of the lower lid may be

pencilled over twice a day with a strong solu-

tion of nitrate of silver, (from the eighth of a

grain to two grains to the ounce for the more

ordinary cases, while in the more violent, it may
range from five to sixty.) When the solution is

very strong, it should be applied by means of a

camel hair pencil, the inflamed surface having

been previously dried with a soft linen rag. The

solid nitrate of silver ought never to be used

about the eye. When the lids are enormously

swollen, (in the adult), great benefit is derive]

from the application to them of a large blister,

the surface being well protected with gauze to

prevent the fly from falling into the eye. The

use of the syringe is of paramount importance

in these cases, as it is the only means by which

it is possible to obtain clearance of the irritating

matter, and effectually medicate the inflamed

surface.

George Lawson, F, R.C.S., Eng.

71. R- Glycerinae, f:fg.
Aquoe rosae, f-.^li-

Aquce destillatae ad., f.3viij. M.

A soothing lotion for washing the eye and lids

in cases of burns and scalds. A few drops of

olive-oil should be dropped into the eye, and the

lids then gently closed, and some cotton wool

laid closely over them, which may be kept in its

place by a single turn of a light bandage. The

dropping of the oil into the eye should be re-

peated two or three times during the day, and

each time the bandage is removed the above

lotion should be employed to remove any dis-

charge which may have accumulated. This is

the only treatment slight cases require.

N. C. MacNamara, Prof, of Ophthalmic Med.,

Calcutta.

72. R. Atropine, gr. iv.

Aquae, f. |j.

To be dropped into the eye three times a day, in

cases of syphilitic iritis in children. Mercurial

ointment should also be rubbed into the thighs

every other night, for twenty minutes; and

thirty drops of cod-liver oil, with one-half a grain

of iodide of iron, should be administered twice a

day to an infant six months old. For syphilitic

iritis, mercury judiciously employed, is the sheet

anchor to be relied upon. The best mode of

employing it in these cases is by inunction. Our
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author never prescribes mercury internally fur

children, nor does ha find it necessary to push

the treatment so far as to affect the gums.

According to Mackenzie, and indeed all the

best authorities, atropia ought to be employed as

a collyrium in every case of iritis, and in all

stages of the disease, to prevent unnatural adhe-

sions of the iris. The earlier in the affection

the remedy is administered the better.

Prof. Gross says that the best remedy for iritis,

in all cases, excepting perhaps the most sim-

ple, is mercury, carried to the extent of rapid

ptyalism. lie states that atropia does not possess

the property of dilating the pupil in iritis, for

the moment the iris is actively inflamed, it ceases

to be influenced by narcotic applications ; the

pupil contracts, and no stimulus, however pow-

erful, can afterwards excite it. In the syphilitic

variety of the complaint, iodide of potassium

may be advantageously exhibited, to aid in com-

ple ing the cure, after having made a fair trial

of mercury.

Cullerier, (Surgeon to IlOpital du Midi,

Paris), says that in syphilitic iritis, mercurial or

saline purgative?, inunction, with mercurial oint-

meut combined with belladonna, collyria of bel-

ladonna or atropia, and lotions containing opium

to soothe the pain, in addition to the internal

treatment suited to secondary symptoms, will

suffice to effect a cure. He has never discovered

any reason for sounding the praises of turpen-

tine, so highly recommended by some authori-

ties. Prof. Gross also reports adversely upon

the use of turpentine in this affection.

Prof. Joseph Pancoast.

73. R. Zinci acetatis, £sa.

Acidi acetici diluti, f 5ss.

Aquie, f.^viij, M.

An astringent collyrium.

Prof. Alfred D. Stille

speaks of the vapor of the oil of rosemary, pro-

duced by rubbing a few drops between the palms

of the hands, and then allowed to come it con-

tact with the eyes, as having been used with

advantage in weakness of these organs from

nervous exhaustion.

Diplomas, For Sale Cneap

!

Several gentlemen in the West have kindly

furnished us with copies of the following card,

which has apparently been widely circulated.

Such an agency is a great convenience. Sheep-

skin is cheap here, and costs but little more if

engrossed in German text and Latin. How
extremely useful such a law as that in Ohio is,
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requiring a diploma to practice medicine, lumi-

nously appears from this.

"Philadelphia Collegiate Agency.

"This Agency has been in successful operation

for ten years. Its object being to impart infor-

mation indispensable to persons who contemplate

studying Medicine, Law, Theology, Dentistry,

etc., etc., and also to fill orders for Books, Medi-

cines, Chemicals, Apparatus, Instruments, etc.

"Through this Agency, Physicians, Clergy-

men, Lawyers, Druggists, Dentists, etc., can ob-

tain the Honors of the various Schools of Europe
and the United States, and thus acquire the De-

grees of Master of Arts, Bachelor of Arts, Doctor

of Medicine, Learned Doctor of Laws, Doctor of

Divinity, Doctor of Dental Surgery, etc., etc,

"For particulars, address

, M.D,
"

(
Confidential) Philadelphia."

Ambergris.

Captain Timothy C. Spauldixg, of the barque

Elizabeth, of New Bedford, while coming south-

west of Madagascar, struck a very large sperm

whale. On opening the whale they had the good

luck to discover 285 pounds of ambergris, worth

on the spot $20,000. This rare and expensive

article is found only now and then, and generally

in small quantities. The old price used to be

one pound of ambergris for one pound of gold.

Sailors say it is a substance found on account of

dyspepsia in the whale; it is never found in any

but diseased sperm whales, and rarely at that. It

is an essential article in the manufacture of nice

perfumery.

To which the San Francisco Bulletin adds

:

"The largest piece of which we have any record

previous to the above account, weighed 182

pounds, and was bought by the Dutch East In-

dia Company ; 1 30 pounds were taken some years

ago from a whale near the Windward Islands.

The sailors have an eye to the lean and sick

whales, and the old hands at the business prefer

a dyspeptic whale, with his hidden treasure, to

any amount of blubber. Ambergris contains 33

per cent, of fatty, fragrant substance called em-

breine, which is extracted by boiling in alcohol.

It is, in its natural state, of a bright gray color,

having streaks of black or yellow. The substance

is of a waxy nature, having a very fine grain.

It is held to be the morbid secretions of the liver

of the sperm whale. It has a raje fragrance,

and the quantity is so small that it always bears

a high price. Ambergris Island, off the coast of

Yucatan, takes its name from quantities of am-

bergris found on its shores, the excretions of

whales which feed in that vicinity.

2

How to Make Yourself Miserable.

In a lecture on Ventilation before the Franklin

Institute of this city last winter, Mr. L. W. Leeds
discoursed as follows.

One most excellent way to fill your system with

smoke, and destroy half your usefulness, is as

follows: get up late in the morning, eat a hur-

ried breakfast, and immediately rush to the cars.

Sit half or three-quarters of an hour in the close,

foul car, and if your feet get thoroughly chilled,

all the better for that purpose; a pair of tight

boots is the proper thing to prevent the natural

circulation of the blood. Have a care to sit with

your back to the open window, and your face to-

ward the centre of the foul car; that, too, helps.

Your breakfast most probably may not have di-

gested well, and if you feel pretty miserable in

about two or three hours, you should commence
eating groundnuts, and keep on at irregular

intervals until lunch-time. At this happy pe-

riod, if you are still a "little under the wea-
ther," and not very hungry, go to the restaurant,

and eat merely a piece or two of home-made pie,

with a glass of milk, nothing more ! and I should

think that would be about sufficient to keep you
up to the American standard of the shameful

abuse of health. If there should be anything

wanting, however, you might accept an invita-

tion to a party, and after spending several hours

in a hot, unventilated room, of course you would

be too much fatigued to walk home—in fact your

thin-soled shoes and light party dress wont ad-

mit of it—and home you ride in a car condi-

tioned, as regards wholesomeness and tempera-

ture, as aforesaid.

Case of Super-fetation.

On p. 280 of the current volume, we gave an
account of a singular case of supposed super-

fetation in two extracts, one from the Dantzic

Gazette, the other from the Weser Zeitung.

(They were placed under separate headings by a

typographical oversight.) The continuation of

the case is translated for us from the Weser Zei-

tung, and illustrates a singular difficulty in

diagnosis.

M Concerning the monstrous birth in Schliewen,

we learn from the Breslau Gazette that Health

Commissioner Dr. Abegg, of Dantzic, has written

to a medical authority of Breslau, that in the

tumor neither head nor limbs of a living being

were to be felt ; and therefore that the case ap-

peared to be reduced to a spina bifida, with

cystos sarcoma. The movements of muscles and

nerve-cords which attend this by no means fre-

quent case, have deceived a great number of
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physicians. On the other hand, Dr. Preuss, of

Dirschau maintains his opinion that the tumor

contains a foetus. Under the skin covering may

be felt a round body, as hard as a bone, that can

be nothing but a head/'

Correspondence.

DOMESTIC

An Inquiry.

Editors op the Medical and Surg. Reporter:

Mary A. W., set. 35, always weakly from a

child, at the age of 14, had convulsions, (which

lasted three years, eight months, and fifteen

days,) coming on in the afternoon of each day,

and lasting until near midnight. Every doctor

in the vicinity saw this case, but, as the father

says, could give no name to the difficulty. He
described the convulsions as sometimes doubling

her up in a heap, and sometimes making her stiff

and straight. At the end of the three years and

eight months she was -cured entirely in five days,

with verbena hastata.

At the age of 26, commenced to menstruate

This lasted only three years, being always ecanty

and irregular. At this period she was attacked

with neuralgia, which being of a severe form,

she was supplied with a hypodermic syringe and

morphia by her physician (an eclectic). This

she has used every day since, a period of nearly

six years. At the time of my first visit, six

months ago, she was using morphias sulphas, £j.

every five days.

The case at present presents the following

symptoms. Pulse regular and full; bowels very

much constipated; never moving naturally; appe

tite tolerably good, except at intervals, when she

is troubled with pyrosis; will go a number of

days without eating anything; at such times will

have clonic spasms every few minutes, lasting

from one minute to half an hour; the vertebrae

are all very sensitive to the touch; urine rather

scanty and high-colored, sp. gr. about 25: her

form is good, but rather emaciated; is generally

about the house while under the influence of the

morphia.

The pain experienced is excruciating, being

sometimes in the pectoral region, sometimes in

the head, again in the extremities. At times the

knee will be effected, which will prostrate her

for two or three days. After the pain leaves that

part, there will be no tumefaction or redness.

With the use of cannabis Indica I have re-

duced the morphia one-half. All medicines

given seem to lose their power in a short time.

Bromide of potash in twenty-grain doses every

four hours have no effect over the pain. Elixir

vitriol and asafcetida will relieve the spasms gene-

rally.

I was able to get only one examination per

vaginam, which was not satisfactory, as the parts

were so small as scarcely to admit the end of the

finger. I am now giving

R. Potassii bromidi, ,^iss.

Fl. ext. water pepper,

Aqua), giij.

S. Teaspoonful once in four hours.

R. Nitrate silver, gr. |".

Ext. hyoscyamus, gr. j.

three times daily. Other things as occasion re-

quires.

What more can I do for the case? Is there

anything that will break up this morphia habit?

E. W. Frisbie, M.D.
East Springfield, Otsego co., N. Y.,

March 20, 1869.

Curious Route of a Pin.

Editors Medical and Surgical Reporter:

I send you a brief account of a case which

may be interesting to the readers of the Repor-

ter.

Mr. W , of this place, felt a rather acute

pain in his abdomen, in the umbilical region,

about seven months ago, which continued at in-

tervals for several months, gradually becoming

lower until he felt it in the region of the blad-

der, but still not severe enough to seek medical

advice. About a month ago he felt it in his

penis, occasionally interfering with micturition,

sometimes stopping the flow of urine for a mo-

ment. A few evenings since he felt it in the

head of his penis, and upon examining, he found

the point of a pin emerging from the urethra

about half an inch. Upon extracting it, he was

astonished and frightened to find an ordinary

brass, solid-headed pin, a little bent. He must

have swallowed it, although he does not remem-

ber to have done so. The course of the pin was

a very strange one, and it is certainly a very

remarkable case.

D. C. Huffman, M. D.

Port Byron, 111, March 19, 1869,

Removal of Pebble from the Ear.

Editors Medical and Surgical Reporter:

F. A., set. 5 years; was presented by his

mother, who stated that while playing he had

inserted a pebble in his ear, which could be

plainly seen at the time, but had been pushed in
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more deeply by attempts to remove i|, made by

herself and other members of the family. The

child complained of pain in the ear, and seemed

quite peevish. On examination, I found the

auditory canal swollen, and the surface covered

with dried blood. A syringe fall of tepid water

gently applied removed this, when there was

seen resting deep down in the canal a foreign

body, white and hard, and easily recognized.

Chloroform was given, and the plan suggested by

Jonathan Hutchison, F. R. C. S
,
in such cases

adopted for its removal.

After a little gentle manipulation, the loop of

fine silver wire passed over the body, and by

gentle traction the pebble was removed without

difficulty. The ear was filled with warm water,

which was allowed to remain for several minutes,

and then permitted to flow out. In two days all

pain and swelling had disappeared. The pebble

was ovoid, and completely filled up the meatus.

It weighs four grains.

James Collins, M. D.

Philadelphia, March 1869.

Ergot of Kye in ISTeuralgia.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter :

Case 1. Tic Douleureux. Mrs. M., aged 28,

was attacked Nov. 24, 1868, with tic of a very

severe nature, on left side of face, extending

down the neck. Catamenia had not made ap-

pearance for two months. Ordered her to take

infusi ergotse, a tablespoonful every hour. The

pain began to abate before the elapse of four

hours, and at the end of eight, all pain had dis-

appeared. Catamenia appeared at proper time,

and since' she has had no symptoms of neuralgia.

Case 2. Tic. Was called to see Mrs. IL, half a

mile in the country. Found her suffering exten-

sively from pain in the region of inferior dental

nerve, extending down into shoulder and arm

Administered infusion of ergot in tablespoonful

doses at intervals of an hour. Relief partial at

end of four hours, complete at end of twelve.

Case 3. Mrs. D., age about 35; attacked Jan.

4th, 1869, with tie-in left side of face, extending

downward and upward into the the temple. Ad-

ministered ergot as in above cases, with similar

results.

So far we have used ergot of rye in no case of

neuralgia where it has not had the desired effect.

It was suggested to us by an article in your ex

cellent journal of Nov. 7th, 1868. We report

these cases, thinking that such statements may
induce others of the profession to more tho-

roughly test the remedy.
Duffield & Pickens,

Physicians and Surgeons.

Bowling Green, Ind.

Curious Anomaly.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter:

We take the liberty of transmitting to your

valuable journal the history of a singular anom-

aly.

In the year 1861, Mrs. K., living near this

place, was delivered of what seemed to be at that

time, a healthy, yet very small male child, weigh-

ing but five pounds. It is now eight years of age,

and weighs but eight lbs., having grown none at

all for four years. Has never been sick; eats as

much as a healthy bo3r of fourteen; but what is

most strange, he has an operation of the bowels

only once every three weeks, and passes urine

about every third day.

It has about the same use of its limbs as a

child three months old, and appears about the

same. The parents of the boy are of medium
size, and healthy in every respect. Something is

suggested to our minds which consumes the food

it eats, besides its own system. Upon examina-

tion we find symptoms of tcenia.

Duffield & Pickens,

Physicians and Surgeons.

Bowling Green, Ind.

News and Miscellany.

An Insane Man Kills his Wife and Four
Children.

Chicago, April 7.—A special despatch from St.

Paul says, that hwt night, at a place eight miles

from that city, in Washington county, a horrible

tragedy was enacted. A man, named Gray, killed

his wife and four children with an axe, mangling
them in a shocking manner. He afterward cut

all their throats.

They were all found lying near each other, in

pools of blood, presenting a most sickening spec-

tacle. Gray is insane. He was arrested, and is

now in jail at St. Paal.

We could burden every number of the Repor-

ter with such records as the above, and yet some

of oot newspapers strive to create a false senti-

ment in the community, which makes it difficult'

to place insane persons tsnder proper restraint,

A physician who gives a certificate of insanity

is liable to the charges- of bribery and conspiracy

by irresponsible writers in the newspapers.

Mania 3 ?btu in the N"egro.

An interesting fact asserted by Dr. Henry
Yale Smith, the physician of the Philadelphia

County Prison^ is, that during all his long and

extended experience in the treatment of cases of

mania- d-potu (twelve years of which he has been

a physician of the prison), he never yet has seen
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a case of delirium tremens in a pure negro. This

fact was asserted by the Doctor many years since,

and he has stated recently that he had seen no

cause to change his opinion in that respect.

Tennessee State Medical Society.

Officers for coming year:

President.—J. F. Grant.

Vice-Presidents.—Frank Ramsey, S. P. Craw-

ford, William Nichol.

Secretary and Treasurer.— J. D. Pleinket.

Corresponding Secretary.—Daniel Du Pue.

Dr. James M. Stewart, one of the oldest

citizens of Indiana, Pa., died in that borough on

the 26th ult., in the seventy-eighth year of his

age. In the winter of 1831-2, Dr. Stewart was

a member of the Pennsylvania Legislature, but,

we are informed, "remained only a part of the

session, when, completely disgusted with the po-

sition, he asked leave of absence, and returned

to his practice." Sensible man!

Quite an excitement was created in Pa-

ducah, Ky., by the discovery that a physician

had a body of a negro in an outhouse, which he

had procured for dissection.

OBITUARY.

\ Notices inserted in this column gratis, and are solicited
from all marts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolu-
tions ofSocieties at ten cents per line, ten words to the line.]

MARRIED.

Eakin—Robinson.—March 25tb, by Rev. Wm. Glenn,
Br. Fletcher R. Eakin, of Wheeler^hurg, Scioto CO.. Ohio,
and Miss Mary A. Robinson, of Addison township, Gallia
co., Ohio.

Gifftn—Oolburx.—Tn Glover, Vermont. March 7tb,

Dr. C. M. Giffin, of Hardwick, and Fannie J. Colburn, of
Barton. Vt.

Porter—Mc A few.—Feb. 226\ by the Rev. J. W. Hamil-
ton, J. H. Porter, M.D., of Green co., and Miss Hannah
McAfee, of Washington co., Pa.

Sands—Beck.—April 8th, at Trinity Chapel, New York,
bv the Rev. Samuel Cooke. D.D., Philip J. Sands and
Elizabeth M., daughter of the late Dr. John B. Beck.

Smith—Sykes.—On the Uth of March. 18B9, by Rev. Joel
Foster, Dr. Quint.ius C. Smith, late of Tenn., and Mis«
Mary, daughter of Henry and Nancy Sykes, of Stoddard
co., Mo.

DIED.

BfjRR.—Tn Westport, Cone, March 17th, David Burr,
M. D., in the 83d year of his age.

Hoagland.—March 19th, at Des Moines, Iowa, very
suddenly, of apoplexy, Dr. C. C. Homeland. He was a
graduate of Rutger's College, and of New Haven Medical
School.

Sargent.—In this city, on April 3d, Samuel B. Sargent,
son of Dr. W. Sargent, aged 20 years.

Smith.—MaTch 20tb, in New York, Emilie Berg, wife of
Hanbury Smith, M. D., bora in Stockholm, Sweden, Oc-
tober 21st, 1809.

Spring.—At his residence in New York, April 8th, after
a short illness, Samuel Spring, M. D., eldest son of the
Rev. Gardner Spring, D.D., aged 62 years.

Stevens.—On Tuesday, March 30, at his late residence
No. 58 West Forty-ninth st., Alexander H. Steven?, M.D.,
in the 80th year of his age. Obituary next week.
Watson.—March 24, at Donegal, Lancaster co., Pa., Da-

vid R. Watson, M. D., aged 23 years.

Dr. Robley Dunglison.

At a meeting of the Alumni and Students of tbe Jeffer-

son Medical College, held at the College building, Friday,

April 9th, 18-39, Dr. W. W. Kekn in the chair, aod Dr. T.

H. Andrews, Acting Secretary, the following preamble
and resoluti no were adopted.

Whereas. We have heard, w'th profound regrr\ of rhe
deaih of Professor Robi.ey Duxouson. our former in-
structor, and Emeritus Professor in this institution:
therefore be it

Resolved, That in the death of Profe?sor Dcnglisov,
we mourn the loss of one who, by his trrpat learning and
indefatigable industry, contribn fed largely to the ad-
vancement of the science of medicine, and to the success
and distinction of the institution wih which he was long
and honorably connected as Professor and administrative
officer.

Resolved. That, distinguished alike for his amiable
qualities of heart and integritj of purpose, we ever found
in hitn a kind friend and wise counsellor.

Resolved, That we tender to the bereaved family our
deepest sympathies in the great loss they have su-taioed.

Resolved That these resolutions ba publishel in the
papers and medical journals of this city, and that a copy
be transmitted to the familv.

S. Wkir Mitcem., M. P.,
Chairman of C'juirnr.tee.

QUERIES AND REPLIES.

Dr. W„ of N. Y —" A few days since, the friends of a

patient of mine becomine impatient durine a ca->*> of la-

bor, insisted on a consultation. Tt was had. Another
consulting pbysi-hn being at the bedside of the patient
after it was decided to apply the forceps, T remarked cur-
sorily to him, ' Doctor, will you, or shall I apply these ?"

holding out the forceps. Without making any reply, ho
received them from my hands, applied them, delivered
the woman, and within thirty-six hours my services were
no loneer needed. My passing the forceps was simply
an act of courtesy, which I fully expected him to acknow-
ledge and decline in my favor. But in place of this, he
received and applied them, and I was dismissed, the pa-
tient's friends stating tome at the time, that sheand they
had lost confidence through this act. alone. Who was
right? Or, rather, did I err in this little civi ity? Or was
he wrong in not declning in rov favor when the question
was put in the manner stated?"

It would have been certainly more courteous in the

physician to have asked you if you did not prefer to

apply the forcep3—but you should not bavemade theoffer

unless you were sincere in it. His conduct was not en-

tirely polite, nor yours entirely candid.

Br. W. C. W., of Arl:—"What is the most condensed
work on Surgery?" Tbe last London edition of Druitl's
Surgery is the book for you.

Br. J. If. P., of Bel—We should be pleased to receive
a report of the cac e. - .

Br. S. M. S., of Pa—We shall send you Hooker on Ho-
moeopathy, if we can find it. Dr. Hooker presents this
point very neatly.

Br. E. A. 0., of O.—We can send you, by mail, a col-
peurynter for 50 cents, postpaid.

METEOROLOGY.
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OVARIOTOMY.

By Drs. Joshua B. and Chas. M. Graves.

Of Corning, N. Y.

Reported by Chas. M. Gkaves, M.D.

May 28th, 1867, Dr. J. B. Grates was called

to see Julia A. Redfield, of Hornelsville, New
York, a spinster, who was suffering from an ova-

rian tumor.

She had been in ill health for a year previous to

his visit ; had suffered much from a pain in her

left side, and had gradually gained in flesh dur-

ing that time. The exact site of the pain she

had been unable to locate. Her menstruation

had been perfectly regular, and for six weeks

past has had increased pain and cramps in abdo-

men—had suffered for years from neuralgic pains

in different parts. Upon careful examination,

Dr. G-rayes discovered an ovarian tumor occupy-

ing the entire left side -of abdomen, a part of the

right, and extending well down into the pelvic

cavity.

The following day, assisted by Drs. Robinson,

Sr. and Jr., and by Dr. C. M. Grates, the tumor

was removed.

An incision was made in the median line,

two or two and one-half inches below umbilicus,

about three inches in length. The tumor

brought to the opening; the cysts punctured one

after another, until reduced sufficiently to pass

through the opening, when the pedicle was

ligated, and being too short to fasten in the incis-

ion, was returned into the abdomen, the wound

closed by sutures, a bandage placed over all, and

the patient returned to her bed. The pedicle

was in this case as stated, too short to use the

clamp for ligating it, and hence silk ligatures

were used and fastened to a block of wood, well

covered and wadded and placed over the in-

cision.

The tumor was a multilocular one, consisting,

however, of only four or five large cysts contain-

ing different kinds of fluid matter. The sac when
removed weighed twelve pounds, the entire tumor

forty pounds.

There were in this case no adhesions. The

womb was, however, greatly hypertrophied.

First day after operation her pulse was 110 in

the morning; same night, 90. Morphia three-

fourths grain, and quinine one grain, were given.

Her pulse continued same for three days, when
her bowels moved naturally, and pulse came

down to 105; the fifth, 100, and dropped one or

two, day after day, until two weeks had elapsed,

when her pulse was 70.

After the first week had passed, she regained

her appetite, which then continued good. Two
weeks after the operation she had severe pains in

right crural nerve; narcotics of all kinds and

local applications were used, but without avail.

The pains continued off and on for six weeks,

when she travelled forty miles on the cars to

visit a relative. The ligatures had not, however,

yet come away; the wound closed, except about

the ligatures, and from the opening about them

there continued some discharge for six months:

when the ligatures came away the wound healed.

During this time the womb continued to enlarge.

At this time she passed into the hands of another

physician, from whom we are unable to obtain

any details of her case; but are informed that

she died one year and a-half after the operation

from cancer of the womb.

Death of Professor Grisolle.

Prof. Grisolle died on the 10th of February

last, in the 58th year of his age. He had been

withdrawn from the world of science for three

years previously by a stroke of apoplexy. At

the funeral, which recently took place in Paris,

the pall-bearers were the Dean of the Faculty of

Medicine; M. Blache, President of the Academy

of Medicine; M. Husson, Director of l'Assistance

Publique; and a member of the Societe Medicale

des Hopitaux. Addresses were pronounced at

the tomb by M. Behier, M. Chafffard, and M.

Millard.
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Hospital Reports.

[Vol. XX.

Jefferson Medical College, )

Philada., Nov. 4, 1868.
)

Surgical Clinic of Prof. Gross.

Reported by Dr. Napheys.

Otorrhoea.

Thos. C, set. 8. The hearing of the right ear

is impaired, and there has been a discharge from

it for a year. His father died of consumption

mother is perfectly healthy; one brother died of

Pott's disease of spine; child resembles its fa

ther. He has light hair, bluish eyes, and light

complexion. The discharge is often very offen-

sive, and sometimes bloody. The petrous por-

tion of the temporal bone is in a state of caries.

He was ordered an injection of permanganate

of potassa, one quarter of a grain to the ounce of

water, to be used several times a day, following

an injection of warm water. Permanganate of

potassa is a powerful deodorizer, as well as an

alterant, detergent, and slight stimulant. In ad-

dition to this, some preparation is indicated to

improve the condition of the system, of which

this local trouble is merely the manifestation and

symptom. This child has what is known as a

strumous affection of the ear. Whether the dis-

ease is scrofulous or specific, it is difficult to de-

termine.

The boy was put on the use of the iodide of

potassium, two grains, and one-twentieth of a

grain of bichloride of mercury ter die, to be

taken in a little sweetened water immediately

before breakfast and dinner, and at night when

he goes to bed. Diet should be plain, simple,

and nutritious.

Scrofulous diseases are exceedingly uncommon.

What is usually so regarded by practitioners is

nothing but a syphilitic taint of the system in

the third, fourth, or fifth generation of that dis-

ease.
Whitlow.

Mrs.
, set. 36. This patient has an idio-

pathic inflammation of the left thumb, i. e., not

-the result of any injury or accident, but coming

on without any assignable cause, as an expres-

sion of some disorder of the system, a derange-

ment of the digestive organs, a suppression of

some secretion, or some irregularity of which

she is not conscious. These local affections usu-

ally have constitutional causes, and unless such

a connection be traced, much progress cannot be

made in their treatment. The profession is in-

debted to Abernethy for having pointed out the

constitutional origin of local disease, a subject

entirely too much neglected at the present day.

This affection of the thumb is called whitlow,

felon, or paronychia. There are several affections

of this kind described, differing only in the de-

gree of their severity. One of them begins in

the subcutaneous cellular substance or in the

skin ifself; another, in the deeper structures, in

the periosteum or in the bone. They are all lia-

ble, especially if permitted to go on unmolested,

to terminate in very severe inflammation of all

the structures of the affected member, eventuat-

ing in the loss of the nail, and in destruction of

the last joint of the thumb or finger. It is a

disease which cannot be made to abort or deli-

tesce, but may sometimes be induced to termi-

nate in resolution.

The early treatment should consist in leeches,

the application of tincture of iodine, or of a blis-

ter, and of proper constitutional remedies, as

purgatives and depressants, if there is much
constitutional disturbance, as frequently hap-

pens when the inflammation is very violent. In

the course of twenty-four or thirty-six hours,

even before the occurrence of fluctuation, the

proper remedy consists in making a free incision,

the knife grating over the bone so as to make

a distinct noise. That is to say, it is necessary

to divide the skin, cellular tissue, tendon, fibrous

sheath, periosteum, down to the very bone; other-

wise it will not answer the purpose, and the in-

cision should not be a small one. It should be

both deep and long.

This incision relieves the engorgement of the

vessels and the tension, and affords an opportu-

nity for the escape of inflammatory deposits, se-

rum, plastic matter, or pus, as the ca^e may be.

It always relieves pain, so that the patient may
goto sleep one-half hour afterward, and remain

asleep for a dozen hours subsequently.

If the bone is in a state of necrosis, wait until

it is detached before removing it. It is not un-

common for a portion to be destroyed, and for

the rest to retain its vitality. Under such cir-

cumstances, a very good phalanx is formed.

Sometimes when the periosteum is saved in a

state of this kind, there is a subsequent repro-

duction of bone, as was long ago taught by Dr.

Dudley, formerly Professor of Surgery in the

Transylvania University. It has been the general

practice of American surgeons for a long tim^,

to preserve as much of the periosteum in their

operations as possible.

A free incision was made, and the application

of a flaxseed poultice directed.
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Excision of Inferior Dental Nerve for Neuralgia.

Wra. J. C, set. 22. This case is one of a very

interesting character. The patient has had a

violent form of facial neuralgia for three years.

He has suffered great agony from the excruciat-

ing pain. Every attempt at talking, mastica-

tion, or deglutition, is attended with an aggra-

vation of the symptoms. His life has become

burdensome. His lips and cheeks are in con-

stant spasmodic action. The expression of the

countenance is denotive of pain. The angle of

the mouth is constantly drawn over to the right

side. The pain is more particularly severe along

the right side of the upper and lower lips. Both

the upper and lower teeth were extracted, with-

out even temporary benefit. The pain is most

severe when he eats. It very often wakes him

at night. It is worse when the weather is wet.

Every medical measure has been tried in vain.

As the probability is that the pain is confined

chiefly to the branches of the inferior dental

nerve, it is proposed to make an incision along

the course of that nerve, curvilinear in shape,

carrying it nearly as far as the symphysis of the

chin, and to perforate the bone with a trephine,

making thus three, four, or five openings, and

then to take out this nerve in its entire length.

Prof. Gross has performed this operation in a

number of cases, and in all of them with very

decided relief. Inasmuch as all the ordinary

remedies against neuralgia have been tried in

this case without any avail at all, the probability

is that the immediate cause of the difficulty is

pressure exerted upon the nerve in the long canal

through, which it passes. The nerve itself is

probably not diseased, but simply encroached

upon in the manner indicated. In performing

the operation, the inferior maxillary artery will,

of course, be divided. This will be ligated, and

the flaps dissected up to expose the surface of

the bone. Then, by means of the trephine, the

external plate of the jaw-bone will be divided, and

thus admission obtained to the seat of disease.

The patient was placed under the influence of

chloroform, and the operation performed in the

manner detailed. The wound was dressed with

the twisted suture.

Nov. 7th. The patient has had no neuralgic

pain since the operation. There is a slight ery-

sipelatous blush in the neck, which was painted

with dilute tincture of iodine. The extirpated

nerve has been microscopically examined, and

no evidence of disease detected in its structure.

It is therefore probable that the stream of nerve

fluid was interrupted by some pressure upon the

nerve, giving rise to the neuralgia.

Editorial Department.

Periscope.

Coal-oil as a Medicinal Agent.

Dr. John Mulvany, contributes the following

article to the Brit. Med. Journal.

Coal-oil, as an illuminating agent, has been in

use from the most remote antiquity. Mention is

made of it in the writings of Herodotus and

Pliny. Its name, petroleum, was given to it on

account of its being found issuing from crevices

in the rocks in Agrigentum, Zante, P.ersia, etc.

Its more'1
' modern and less classic designation,

coal-oil, was given to it on the supposition that it

is produced by a subterranean destructive distilla-

tion of coal, effected by means of the internal heat

of the earth. Whether this theory or its converse

—viz., that coal is formed from petroleum—hold

good, is a subject worthy of the attention which

it at the present moment excites, but one in no

way bearing on the subject of the present paper.

It may not, however, be irrelevant to state, that

petroleum is now universally considered to be

the result of a slow process of decomposition of

the woody fibre of plants, and in a minor degree,

of the tissues of the lower animals
;
that it is

found issuing from the soil in various parts of

Canada, and exuding copiously from the Devo-

nian sand-stones, in several states of the great

Republic, south of the New Dominion, and in

connection with limestone and rocks of all ages,

Palaeozoic, Lower Silurian, and others, up to the

tertiary period. As it issues from the " springs,"

it is unfit for either lighting or medical purposes.

Although used by the Indians as an external

application, the hydrocarbons with which it re-

mains charged—naphtha, benzole, benzine, etc.

—

render its application exceedingly risky; high

inflammation, and even mortification, having

resulted from its incautious application to

abraded surfaces. For medicinal purposes, there-

fore, oil of great purity should be procured. As
a general rule, that refined in Canada will be

found sufficiently free from impurities, the temp-

tation to adulterate it with the more volatile

hydrocarbons being comparatively slight, on

account of the much smaller demand for it for

exportation, and the vast number of coal-oil wells

in the dominion. When pure, petroleum is of a

clear slightly amber 4int, having a blueish tinge

when examined by reflected light. In composi-

tion, it is a hydro-carbon, having its two consti-

tuary elements in equal proportions, its formula
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being C 24 H 24 according to some, whilst others

place it in the marsh gas series, and state its

composition to be C 18 II 20. Its odor is pene-

trating and disagreeable; specific gravity, 815;

point of ignition, 117 to 128° Fahr. Specific

gravity, as a test of its purity, is worthless.

Fraudulent manufacturers sometimes substitute

a mixture of heavy coal oil and naphtha for the

pure article, which has the same specific gravity.

Its point of ignition will be the surest index of

its purity; the volatile hydrocarbons with which

it is sometimes adulterated being much more ex-

plosive and inflammable at a lower temperature.

Petroleum at one time, I believe, was officinal in

our Pliarmacopceias ; but, owing to its impurity,

and its modus agendi not being, perhaps, cor-

rectly appreciated, it fell into disuse, and at the

present day is but little used, except by Indians

and quacks. I was first led to suspect that it

might possess therapeutic properties which would

repay investigation by accidentally discovering

that it was an excellent application for

Bums or Scalds.—In the summer of 18G7, an

engineer on board one of the boats on Lake Erie

was accidentally scalded in the right wrist.

The scald, measuring three inches in diameter,

was produced by steam, and corresponded in

severity to the third order of burns, according to

Dupuytren's classification. Petroleum being the

nearest species of oil at hand, he applied it freely

to the part, and kept it constantly applied until I

saw it next day. I was equally surprised at the

application which he used, and at its results.

The part looked so healthy and nice that I ad.

vised a continuance of the treatment, and watched

its effects. From day to day the improvement

was rapid and uninterrupted. No flabby or un-

healthy granulations formed, and cicatrization

took place with remarkable celerity. Its applica-

tion was momentarily painful, but assuaged in a

very short time the intense pain of the scald.

JJlcer.—The patient, a young man, aged 25,

came under my care on March 5th, with an

ulcer situated over the right gastrocnemius. He
had been suffering from it for a fortnight pre-

viously to applying to me. At the date of his

application, the sore measured one inch and a

quarter in diameter, was partially covered with a

thick scab, and surrounded by a purple zone,

which measured two inches and a half from the

edge of the ulcer to its circumference; it was the

seat of a severe burning pain, which almost en-

tirely prohibited locomotion. Under the usual

orthodox treatment—cataplasms and water-dress-

ing, etc.—less than twenty-one days would not

suffice for a cure. On the morning of the 5th, I
j

applied a poultice to remove the scab, and in the

afternoon I dressed the entire sore, ulcer and

zone, with lint saturated in coal-oil, and a ban-

dage. On the 6th, at 9 A. M., the inflammatory

zone had quite disappeared, and the swelling

had so much subsided, that the part looked

wrinkled and had a whitish brawny appearance,

as if shedding its epithelium. There was no

pain. The oil was continued. In the evening,

the pain which restrained his movements on the

previous day having completely subsided, my
patient got up a little impromptu pugilistic

drama on the forecastle, with one of the jolly

tars, in which he gave a great exposition of the

art. The only advantage which accrued to him

from the elegant performance in which he figured

as principal actor was simply a confirmation of

the old adage, " Joco di mano ' joco viUano;" an

advantage which, if his mind had been more phi-

losophically disposed, might compensate for the

sundry meurtrissures sustained by his body, and

the aggravated condition in which I found his

leg, which was more swollen, more red, and more

painful than when he came under treatment.

However, I again applied the coal-oil, and had

the satisfaction of witnessing on the following

morning (the 7th) the same gratifying results

which I had observed on the preceding day.

The patient now remained quiet, and in a few

days the coal-oil was changed for water-dressing,

the surrounding inflammation having entirely

subsided, and the ulcer commenced to cicatrize

healthily. I have since employed it with equally

satisfactory results. In bringing forward coal-

oil as a remedy of incalculable value in the treat-

ment of ulcers, I do not claim for it any specific

virtues, its action consisting simply in dispersing

the surrrounding congestion, and reducing in-

flammatory action to a condition favorable to the

proper development and organization of healthy

lymph, at the same time that it exerts a healthy

influence on the ulcer itself, be it indolent, irrita-

ble, or sloughing.

Phlegmonoid Inflammation.—TV. M., aged 31,

applied to me for an extensive phlegmonoid in-

flammation of the leg. The whole of its middle

third was much swollen, the swelling shading off

towards the ankle and the tubercle of the tibia.

Over the centre of the crest of the tibia there

were considerable pain, redness, and pitting on

pressure ; and the heat was so great, that cold

applications to it became immediately vaporized.

This patient wished to be married in four days.

Here was a predicament ! Were I to treat his leg

by cold applications, there would not be the least

likelihood of his becoming a benedict in less than
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seventeen days 5 were I to apply cataplasms and

make incisions, the chance of his putting his

head into the matrimonial noose, would be equal-

ly remote
;
accordingly I enveloped the affected

part in lint saturated with coal-oil, and applied a

"bandage, strictly enjoining him to remain quiet,

which he did. Next day, the swelling and heat

were much reduced; the part seemed wrinkled

and brawny, and the pain was much less. The

application was continued. On the third day,

the swelling over the shin had quite disappeared.

There was no pain nor pitting on pressure, and

no abnormal heat
5
but, on each side of the tibial

crest, there was a slight degree of redness, and

minute papulae-like sudamina had formed about

the roots of the hairs from the constant contact

of the oil. The application of coal-oil was omitted,

and cold water dressing was applied. On the

fourth day (Sunday), he was well.

If coal-oil has such a controlling power over

congestion or inflammation of external parts

when applied topically, I reasonably inferred it

would exercise a similarly curative influence

over the same diseased conditions in internal

parts, if we could only apply it topically to them.

But not knowing at this time but that it might
be possessed of toxic qualities when administered

internally, I tried the effects of a small dose on
myself, and became satisfied that it was neither

poisonous nor palatable. I accordingly deter-

mined to try its efficacy in a case of

Chronic Duodenitis, and prescribed it as fol-

lows:—R. Olei petrolei gss.; chloroformi gss.

;

tincturse cardam. co. gj. M.
From fifteen to twenty drops were dropped on

sugar, and taken three hours after each meal.

My object in mixing the chloroform with it was
to disguise the smell and taste. The cardamoms
were simply intended to give it a color, and still

further disguise its taste. In giving it three

hours after meals, I expected that it would pass

from the stomach with the end of the chyme,
and come directly into contact with the inflamed

portion of the duodenum. After taking a few
doses, the pain subsided, and did not return as

long as the patient continued the drops. When
these were out, the pain again returned; and, as

I was not quite certain whether the beneficial

effects were attributable wholly to the coal-oil, or

in part to the chloroform, I reduced the quantity

of this in the next bottle from half a drachm to

ten drops, and gave the same dose as before.

The pain again disappeared and never returned.

Dysentery.—Soon after this, in the cold weather
towards the end of February 1868, I became the

subject of a rather smart attack of dysentery.

The same reasoning which led me to administer

it in the above case, determined me to employ it

in propria peosond. So mixing an ounce of it

with two ounces of water, I injected it into the

bowel—not, I must confess, without some little

timidity, and with but little advantage. An hour

subsequently, I injected two ounces of the oil,

and the same quantity of water, with immense

relief to the painful feeling of fulness in the

rectum and the tenesmus. Encouraged by the

almost instantaneous improvement, I two hours

afterwards threw up between four and six ounces

of the pure oil, retained it as long as possible,

took a dose of castor-oil, and was free from all

dysenteric symptoms next day.

Erysipelas.—At my suggestion, petroleum was

used as a topical application to facial erysipelas,

by a civil practitioner in Dunnville, with much
benefit. At the same time I had a case of ery-

sipelas of the velum and uvula under treatment,

over which nitrate of silver, solution of tannin

in glycerine, and various other remedies, exerted

no control whatever. The velum was much con-

gested, relaxed, and of a dusky violet color. The

uvula was enormously elongated, of the size of a

small pear, ulcerated on each side, and covered

with albuminoid patches. As a dernier resort, I

applied coal-oil freely to the velum and uvula

three times a day, with an almost immediately

perceptible improvement.

Erysipelatous Laryngitis.—March 22d. G. D.,

aged 30, came under treatment for congestion of

the spine, which yielded to the treatment em-

ployed. Two days, however, before its final

disappearance, (April 8th,) erysipelas of the

fauces set in, which slowly extended down the

pharynx, from which it passed into the larynx,

producing total inability to swallow either solids

or fluids; these seemed to pass to the root of the

tongue, remain there a second or two, and be

entirely ejected. The back part of the tongue

became quite black, the tip remaining whitish

and moist. The breathing became embarrassed;

air entered and passed out through the glottis

with a hissing sound. Dyspnceal paroxysms

from laryngeal spasms set in, increasing in se-

verity as they augmented in number. From the

forenoon until 4 P. M., he had three of these

attacks. The last proved nearly fatal; the poor

fellow staggered about the room like a drunken

man, clutching at his throat, as if to remove the

obstruction; and at his ribs, as if to forcibly

inflate the lungs ; his eyes were fixed and staring,

and the perspiration stood in large beads on his

forehead. Lest a fourth paroxysm might prove

fatal, I made preparations for opening the larynx;
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but, before proceeding to operate, I applied the

stethoscope, and found evidence of the disease

having extended two or three inches into the

trachea. Deeming the case, therefore, badly

suited for laryngotomy, I, instead, by means of

an atomiser, threw about a drachm of coal-oil,

in the form of spray, into the larynx and trachea

every two hours. The relief to the dyspnoea

was immediate; the breathing became easy ; and

after a few inhalations, the power of swallowing

was regained. Towards morning, he felt the

premonitory symptoms of another paroxysm

coming on; so, jumping out of bed, he seized the

atomiser, inhaled the coal-oil spray, and returned

to bed, feeling comparatively comfortable, and
thankful that the impending attack was averted

He had no more dyspnceal paroxysms, nor did

he again experience difficulty in deglutition;

but, I regret to say, the onward march of the

erysipelas was not arrested. Inch by inch it in

vaded the air-passages, until it passed into the

most minute ramifications of the air-tubes, and
terminated fatally by haemoptysis.

Iscliio-rectal Abscess.—A poor man, aged 60
placed himself under the care of a person prac-

tising as a homoeopathic doctor in Dunnville, on
the Grand River, Ontario, in the month of June.

1868, for ischio-rectal abscess. The bump of

caution must have been developed to an enormous
extent on this son of Hahnemann, or his igno-

rance must have been profound; for he poulticed

and poulticed the poor man until not only both

ischio-rectal fossae became involved, but the scro

turn also. When the case came under the care

of Dr. McCallum, a regular practitioner of the

village, the scrotum had attained the size of the

head of a nine months old foetus; and extensive

incisions into it, as well as into the fossae, had to

be made. When I saw him, in a few days after-

wards, he was in the most miserable plight I

have ever witnessed. His right fossa resembled
a rabbit-burrow; foetid matter ran in streams
through an enormous gash by the verge of the
anus. The left fossa was distended with matter,
which could not escape against gravity. The
patient lay on his left side. The scrotum was
sloughing, and the smell was most intolerable.
The poor man's agony was extreme. I received
Dr. McCullum's permission to apply coal oil.

So, having thoroughly cleansed the abscess with
warm water by means of an enema-machine, I
inserted the nozzle into the abscess, and Dr.
McCallum pumped coal-oil into it, until it must
have come into contact with every portion of its

walls. The scrotum was dressed with lint soaked
in coal oil, and he was given a morphia pill.

The poor man rested better that night than he

had done for many nights before. When I met

Dr. McCallum a few days afterwards, and asked

him how his patient was getting on, and how the

coal-oil was doing with him, "The right fossa,"

he said, " is granulating nicely. The coal-oil is

an admirable application. I omitted it one night,

and the patient did not get a wink of sleep.

Next night, I applied it again, and he slept until

morning."

Sprains.—As an application to sprains, coal-

oil is probably unsurpassed, reducing pain and

removing the swelling with remarkable celerity.

M. Y., aged 30, was knocked down by a dog on

the 10th ult. He fell on the back of his right

hand, and started some of the ligamentous struc-

tures of the carpus. Immense swelling suc-

ceeded, which, in the course of a day or two,

extended to the middle of the fore-arm. The

part was exceedingly painful from the first; but,

about the fourth day, it extended up to the

shoulder, and for this I had to give opiates. To

the swelling I applied cold lotions; but these

produced neither an alleviation of the pain nor

a diminution of the swelling. Warm fomenta-

tions, for which I had to change them, produced

a more soothing effect; but, these being of little

use, I had the shoulder well rubbed with coal-

oil, and the same applied to the band and fore-

arm by means of lint, and retained in position

by a bandage. This was on the 15th. On the

morning of the 16th, he informed me that he

slept pretty well during the night; that the pain

was much less. The swelling had very much
decreased. On the 17th, the pain was all gone

from the shoulder; the swelling nearly gone.

On the 18th, the swelling was almost quite gone

from the hand and fore-arm; but the skin was a

little red, and had a number of papulae around

the hairs. The petroleum oil was omitted, and

water-dressing applied. On the 20th he was

well.

Rheumatism.—Petroleum enjoys an entensive

and well-deserved reputation, as an external ap-

plication in chronic rheumatism.

Black Knot on Fruit- Trees.—Some of the fruit

trees in the New Dominion, more especially the

plums, are annually attacked by flies, which

pierce the bark and deposit their eggs in the

trees; the punctured part swells, and exudes a

resinous fluid, which forms what is popularly

known as the black knot; in this, the young flies

are brought into existence, and, by-and-by escap-

ing, sting the fruit, and cause its destruction.

Such, at least, is the history of the black knot,

which I received from an accomplished gentle-
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man, a Catholic priest, but lately a medical man.

However, it is a fact, that the destruction of the

eggs or young flies in the black knot has been

found by gardeners to be the surest means of

preserving their fruit. For this purpose, they

incise the knot, and swab it freely with coal-oil.

Itch.—Acting on the hint thus furnished me. I

make use of coal-oil for the cure of itch, with

an almost unvaried success; out of about forty

cases, only one proved rebellious to its influence.

For the cure of the pruriginous affection which

attacks many at the setting in of cold weather,

it is equally successful. In cases of itch it is

peculiarly invaluable, since it removes the neces-

sity for segregation or suspension from duty.

Mode ofAction.—-These few cases, which I have

selected from many others, will, I trust, suffice

to call the attention of the profession to what, in

my opinion, will be found to be one of our most

invaluable antiphlogistics. As a topical appli-

cation to inflamed parts, it is, judging from my
limited experience, unsurpassed by any other

known remedy. It possesses also two other ad-

vantages, which materially enhance its value as

a remedial agent. First, it is always at hand :

and, secondly, it is extremely cheap, the very

purest not costing more than 18 or 20 cents per

gallon. Its mode of action is simple, combining,

as it does, stimulant and astringent with ano-

dyne properties. It acts by restoring tone to

the paralysed contractile textures of the small

arteries and veins, whereby the retardation of

the blood- current is overcome, the stagnant cor-

puscles urged from the capillaries and venous

radicles into the general circulation, and the

cond tion on which the transudation of serum

and blood, etc., depends, removed; whilst, at the

same time, it so materially expedites the absorp-

tion of the effused fluids that the parts, swollen

by the products of effusion or capillary rupture,

shrink with such celerity as to give the part a

shrunken, wrinkled, and brawny appearance in,

at least, twenty-four hours. It may be that it is

owing to this shrinking that the rapid cessation

of pain is produced. It does, however, unques-

tionably relieve pain even where there is no

inflammatory effusion, and, I am inclined to

think it exercises an anodyne influence, by

directly acting on the nervous filaments dis-

tributed to the cutis. When rubbed on the skin,

or thrown on it in a fine spray by means of an

atomiser, it produces a sensation of numbness
and of partial insensibility, which soon passes

into a pricking sensation, then becomes hottish,

and foon passes off. Trying to remove its disa-

greeable smell, I passed it, in a state of vapor,

into a bottle of chlorine gas. A heavy oily

compound resulted, devoid of the characteristic

odor. I applied some of this to my wrist, but

it caused so much pain and smarting, that I

imagined I had discovered an instantaneous blis-

tering fluid. It did not, however, vesicate, and

the pain soon passed off.

The efficacy of coal-oil in the treatment of

black knot and itch shows it to be destructive to

the lower organisms ; on which account it might

probably be useful in those cases in which car-

bolic acid is employed.

The Milk Fungus.

If we examine under the microscope the super-

ficial layers of cream, we perceive, amongst

myriads of globules of milk and of fat, small

elongated bodies, accompanied generally by

finely punctured masses, such as are found usu-

ally in putrefying substances. These are de-

tected in greater numbers at the end of about

fifteen or twenty-four hours in summer, and of

three days in winter, but always before the milk

manifests any sour taste. These corpuscles are

the spores of a fungus.

This fungus is found not only in milk, but in

butter and cheese; even in fresh butter the fun-

gus is met with. The researches of V. Hessling,

as reported in Virchow's Archiv, are of great

importance in regard to alimentary hygiene, in-

asmuch as milk and its products are the aliments

of vastly the greatest consumption. It is essen-

tial to observe that the fungus exists even when
the milk does not show the slightest sour taste.

The author believes that many of the disturb-

ances of digestion are attributable to the exist-

ence of this fungus. He directs attention to the

matter especially in its bearing on the dietary

of infants, of whieh milk is almost the exclusive

basis, and in whom intestinal irritation is so

frequent and so serious in its degree. The facts

published by Dr. Falger, in another number of

the Archiv, seem to corroborate the opinions of

V. Hessling. He has observed that severe in-

testinal symptoms have at once ceased in infants

under the adoption of some very simple precau-

tions, which he details as follows:

To give the milk as fresh as possible. In the

interval between the milking and the adminis-

tration of the milk to the child, to keep it in a

bottle completely filled and tightly corked so as

to exclude the air; and, lastly, to preserve as

nearly as possible the natural temperature of the

milk as it comes from the cow.

—

Med. Press and

Circular.
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Sarracenia Purpurea in Variola.

Dr. W. E. Glenn contributes the following ex-

perience with this agent in the St. Louis Med.

Reporter

:

In the early part of the spring of 1865, a very,

severe and malignant form of confluent variola

made its advent amongst the soldiery in Rolla,

Mo., at that time a large military post. For sev-

eral weeks it was confined to the military, but

ultimately it spread to the citizens of the town

with such violence and fatality that panic seized

the community, and all who could, left or moved
their families into the country, into tents and

such houses as could be procured beyond the

reach of its ravages.

About the first of June I was appointed health

officer of the town, and at once took measures to

check the growing epidemic. A hospital was es-

tablished two miles from town, and all affected

with variola, without distinction, were moved
thither. The fatality was very great, especially

amongst the negroes, in whom the ordinary treat-

ment availed but little. Any remedy that could

mitigate, if not abate, the virulence of the epi-

demic was a boon greatly desired, and difficult to

find, when I thought of trying the sarracenia

purpurea. In clutching at this straw, I antici-

pated but little success, rather " hoping against

hope."

I procured some of the leaves of the plant (the

root could not at first be obtained) from St. Louis,

but a few trials demonstrated its utter valueless-

ness. Finally I obtained from New York the

root (rhizoma), and prescribed it at once as re-

commended.

To my gratification and surprise, the severity

of the disease began very perceptibly to decline

in those to whom it was administered, while

it continued as bad as ever amongst those not

taking it. Encouraged, I gave it to all in the

hospital, and was highly gratified to discover that

its efficacy as a remedial agent was undoubted

—

that it was no happy chance or coincidence which
marked the recovery of those first taking it. It

at once became the medicine par excellence in the

hospital, and from that time not a case was lost

but one, an infant four days old.

Its administration was in decoction, one ounce
of the bruised root to the quart of cistern water.

Dose—half a teacupful every four hours. Other
and auxiliary treatment, of course, was not es-

chewed, but employed as symptoms or circum-
stances required.

From the case-book I quote three cases, which
may be taken as types of the rest.

Case I. Mrs. J M
,
aged 20 years:

lymphatic temperament; admitted June 23; had

confluent variola; had been vaccinated a week

before admittance. Treatment, the usual sup-

portive. 29th. Hands and face very much swol-

len. July 3d. Secondary fever set in ; case not

progressing favorably. Tuesday, 4th. Gave sar-

racenia purpurea. Wednesday, 5th. Somewhat

easier. 6th. Much better: fever gone; not so

hoarse; said she "felt the disease was dying in

her;" continued administration in somewhat

smaller doses. July 18th. Cured.

Case II. F. II. L
,
livery stable keeper,

aged 45; admitted June 21; confluent variola:

never had been vaccinated; inclined rather to in-

temperance: of full habit. Put him under sup-

portive treatment. Severe secondary fever set in

July 6th; ordered sarracenia purpurea. 7th. Ex-

pressed himself as much relieved. 8th. Improv-

ing. 9th. Fever high; not so well; increased

dose of sarracenia purpurea. 10th. Much bet-

ter; appetite good. 11th. Still improving, no

fever. 21st. Cured.

Case III. R C (colored). acred 27; was

never vaccinated; admitted July 6th, with con-

fluent variola; irruption very thick on face and

body when admitted; had been confined three

days previously, of male child, which was simi-

larly affected, and died the day following admis-

sion ;
lochial discharge very scanty. This was a

very aggravated case. Exposure, inferior diet,

along with her confinement, had enfeebled her

so as to render her utterly helpless. Her face

presented an immense mass of loathsome puru-

lency, and even of ulceration. Her intellect ob-

scured; and in this typhoid state, half-comatose,

debilitated, and almost moribund, she was re-

ceived at the hospital a few hours before my
morning visit.

In reporting the case, the matron said that she

"knew the woman would certainly die,'' for, to

use her homely expression, "she had the same

smell that all those who died had" before death.

I hardly expected any good in this case: still

the decoction was prescribed. This was the 6th.

Next day symptoms were no worse. 8th. Better:

quite rational. 9th. Improving. 10th, 11th,

and 12th, still mending. 15th. Out of danger:

and 31st, discharged cured.

This case incontrovertibly sustained the cura-

tive power of the drug in my hands; it was the

most unpromising we had; for, if I mistake not,

variola under such circumstances is almost al-

ways fatal. Besides these cases, many others

were treated similarly, who are living witnesses

to its value.
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Of the modus operandi of the agent I am igno

rant. I merely present my experience of its

practical employment, with the simple statement

of facts authentic in every particular.

As a therapeutic agent I consider it to be indi-

cated in variola—modified, distinct, or confluent;

and after a fair test of the remedy during a very

malignant and wide-spread epidemic, I am of

opinion that sarracenia purpurea is as much

a specific in, as vaccination is a prophylactic

against, variola.

Carbolic Acid in the Sickness of Pregnancy.

Edward Garraway, Esq., of Faversham, Kent,

writes to the British Medical Journal of Feb-

ruary 13th as follows:

''Carbolic acid is the only remedy which I

have ever found of any avail in pregnant sick-

ness, and of its efficacy here I entertain no doubt

whatever. Patients who have had it in one

pregnancy, invariably ask for 'that tar medicine'

in the next. In other forms of sympathetic vom-

iting, it has proved no less valuable. I quote

the two most noteworthy cases I have met with,

premising that I am not given to exaggerate.

tl Miss , aged 19, a highly hysterical girl,

the subject of pelvic abscess, had vomited every

meal immediately after swallowing it for three

years. Physic and physicians, of course, had

been exhausted upon her.
.
I gave a drop of car-

bolic acid three times a day. She retained this

from the first. After ten doses had been taken

—

i. e., on the fourth day—a meal was kept down

;

and from this time she'retained alternate meals.

In a fortnight, two meals out of three stayed;

but the unwonted presence of so much food in

the stomach occasioned such distress, that I was

induced to partially withdraw the remedy, and

allow two out of four meals to be rejected. The

carbolic acid, however, was gradually persevered

with; and, in the course of a year, the stomach

was able to bear and retain four meals a day.

"Mrs. , at the eighth month of gestation,

engaged me to attend her, and complained that

she had been sick throughout her pregnancy. I

declined prescribing, assuring her that the vom-

iting would cease immediately after delivery.

However, it persisted as before; and she then

informed me that for nine years she had never

passed a day without vomiting, sometimes several

times. This condition resulted from an attack

of fever. I waited a fortnight after her accouche-

ment, and then put her upon carbolic acid. She

never once vomited again. The remedy was con-

tinued a fortnight, then gradually withdrawn.

"I gave drop-doses of the crystal, liquefied by

heat, and diffused in half an ounce of thin mu-

cilage, three times a day."

Treatment of Psoriasis by Balsam of Copaiba.

Dr. Frederick Simms, M.B., M.R.C.P., in the

British Medical Journal, England, brings briefly

before the profession a remedy which, although

by no means new, is yet but half known, having

been tried by him only; but here much more

freely for the last eight or nine years, since when

its utility, in this disorder, was accidently dis-

covered by M. Hardy, of St. Louis.

"The use of copaiba in chronic bronchitis

and catarrhal affections, and also in dropsies,

(Pereira, art. Copaiba, vol. ii.), has been known

to the profession almost ever since its discovery,

which followed that of the American continent,

but I can find no trace of its employment, in

lepra and psoriasis, although the connection be-

tween these diseases and catarrhal affections was

remarked upon by Heberden towards the close

of the last century, and very much earlier by

Paulus, of JEgina, (Lib, iii.. chap, xxiii.), who
hinted at this relationship, and advised treat-

ment by resinous and emulsive medicines, until

M. Hardy, whilst treating a patient afflicted

with both a blennorrhagia and a psoriasis, cured,

most accidentally, the latter, together with the

former, and has since treated lepra alone in the

same way with, I believe, uniform success.

" My plan is to give from ten to twenty minims

of the drug, with liquor potassae and mucilage,

and gradually to increase the dose; with young

subjects, and especially with fresh cases, the

copaiba rash soon appears, and, as it were, car-

ries off the old disease with it. These patients

mend rapidly, two or three weeks find them

nearly well; but old subjects, and those with

relapses, are harder to cure; the characteristic

rash is slow in coming out, and sometimes they

recover without having it at all. In one case

only, that of a young girl at St. Louis, have I

seen any trouble arise; in this case erysipelas

complicated the affair, but was transitory, and

without influence upon the case. It may be ob-

jected that this treatment is homoeopathic, but

no one having seen the copaiba eruption, will

compare it for a moment with psoriasis; it is

rather that we
" ' Take a fresh infection to one eye,

That the rank poison of the old may die.'

" Such has been the influence of Mr. W. Cooke's

writings, that copaiba has been almost thrust

out of use, (a contemporary, whilst giving a

notice of the hospital out-patient practice of this
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city, mentions only three places where it is

used); but let us hope that Dr. Duffin's exam-

ple will be followed, and that this valuable drug

may not be lost simply because we find it nau-

seous and apt to be rejected. That the drug

must be good, and the mixture well prepared,

are points on which I need not insist."

Occupation and Health.

"The Influence of Occupations on the Health"'

formed the subject of the first of the recent

course of lectures at Gresham College, London,

reported in the Medical Press and Circvlnr.

After alluding to the evil effects of overcrowding

and defective ventilation on the health of work-

people, who are packed together for hours in

large manufactories, and pointing out the false

economy of those masters who, disregarding

their own best interests, call upon their hands

to go through their daily occupation under cir-

cumstances which tend to enervate them, and

render them less and less capable of doing the

greatest amount of work in the least space of

time, the lecturer asked how it came to pass that

employers of labor should be allowed to take

away the lives of tens and hundreds of men and

women by carbonic acid, and the foul products

of respiration, when it is contmry to law to poi-

son one person with prussic acid or strychnine?

The position of women and girls who, even more

than men, are subjected to these fruitful sources

of disease, viz., overcrowding, ill ventilation, and

long hours, was mentioned as one of peculiar

hardship, and the Professor instanced as a case

in point, the Luton and Dunstable straw-plaiting

trade (see recent Report to Privy Council).

Here it appears to be not unusual to keep girls

twenty hours out of the twenty-four in a room

the temperature of which frequently exceeds 70°

Fahr., with only about forty cubic feet of air

space for each person. The lecturer passed on

to notice the special forms of disease incident to

certain trades, giving instances drawn from his

own experience, and at the same time remarked

that it was a subject of congratulation that the

condition of nearly all classes was better now
than in days gone by, for science had done much
in the way of suggesting remedial and preven-

tive measures. The ill effects on the workmen
in poisonous substances, e. g., arsenic, mercury,

lead, phosphorus, etc., are notorious, but the in-

fluence of minute particles of dust in originating

diseases of the respiratory organs was not so

generally recognized by the public. For this

latter evil the use of respirators, and the u mous-

tache movement," as a protection to potters,

stone masons, millers, etc.. was referred to as of

wide and ready adoption. The unhealthinese of

tailors, shoemakers, and bakers, the Professor

held to be traceable rather to the general evils

mentioned above, than to anything specially det-

rimental in the callings them-clv-.

Dr. Thompson further enlarged upon the im-

portance of bestowing more attention to the sub-

ject; employers with the view of ameliorating

the condition of their work people, and the em-

ployed in order that they may perform their daily

work so as to be least exposed to the evils atten-

dant on their pursuits; and, secondly, with the

object of finding the employment best suited to

their capacity. On this latter po'nt the Profes-

sor drew attention to the proficiency attained

by female telegraphists, and in conclusion advo-

cated emigration as the true remedy for over-

crowding, remarking that the aversion to it on

the part of the laboring classes sprang from igno-

rance of the realities of emigrant life.

Depraved Appetite.

Mr. Frank Thorpe Porter reported the fol-

lowing case at a late meeting of the Surgical

Society of Ireland.

On the 6th of January I was requested to see a

little girl, aged ten years, the daughter of a small

farmer, residing near Swords, where I had been

doing duty during the short illness of my friend

Dr. Davys. I was informed that the patient

was suffering from severe sudden pain in the

stomach and dry vomiting. On my arrival, I

found the abdomen very much distended, tym-

panitic and tender on pressure; the tongue was

furred and had sordes upon it; the pulse 190:

the countenance was anxious and expressive of

severe pain and impending dissolution. The

bowels were obstinately constipated, and had

been so for several weeks. There were frequent

attacks of dry vomiting, and the stomach would

not retain food of any kind for a considerable

time. The legs were flexed, and there was a

peculiar death-like odor of the person. The

urine was scanty, high-colored, and offensive in

odor. Upon minute inquiry, I ascertained that

the appetite had been depraved, and that the

patient had been habitually eating quantities of

cinders for four consecutive years. I ordered

anodyne fomentations, and an aperient draught,

which the stomach rejected. I then had recourse

to an enema, which was given under my direc-

tions by the intelligent midwife of the district.

Much difficulty was expeneneced in the intro-

duction of the tube, which was indented by the

sphincter of the rectum, which kept up a pres-
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sure almost equal to that of a fetal head when

on the perinasum. After some gentle but perse-

vering efforts the tube was introduced, and

the enema caused the expulsion of quantities of

8cybala and cinders. The abdominal pain soon

subsided, and also the swelling. The sto-

mach was enabled to retain food, and the pulse

fell gradually to the natural standard. In a

week's time the child regained strength and

was able to walk out and take exercise. A wish

not to intrude too much on the valuable time of

those whom I have the honor to address, and a

desire to leave room for discussion, prevent me
from dwelling too long on this case; but before I

conclude I would wish to remark, that I made
the most minute inquiry as to the existence

of worms, hysteria, and insanity, and that I

failed to discover any tendency to such affections ; I

am therefore at a loss to account for the existence

of depraved appetite for so long a period as four

years. The subject of depraved appetite has not

received proper attention. In this case symp-

toms set in which might be mistaken for those of

hernia or enteritis. I have known many cases in

which life has been lost owing to organic disease

consequent on malnutrition produced by the

same cause.

Medicinal Fish Oils.

In a lecture by Mr. R. L. Symonds before the

Society of Arts, on Wednesday, February 3d, he

said that there are many fish oils that might yet

be brought into use for commercial and medicinal

purposes. For several years M. Gobley, of the

Paris School of Pharmacy, has prepared an oil

from the liver of the skate, which is much less

nauseous to the taste and smell than cod-liver

oil. Professor Owen has also pointed out the

services that might be rendered to medicine by

the livers of various sharks and dog-fish which

are met with on our coasts, and especially in the

tropical seas, which are rejected by fishermen.

In India, shark-liver oil is prepared in the ports

of Mangalore and Tellichery, and at Nellore and

Gantour in the Madras Presidency. M. Collas,

principal naval surgeon and chief of the service

of health in the establishments of French India,

in the Revue Coloniale for 1856, pointed out that

he had found shark-liver oil equally as efficacious

as cod liver oil, especially as an internal remedy

in the case of certain ulcers in the inferior limbs,

common in tropical countries, and for which he

had previously found no remedy. It has been

stated, however, that the shark-liver oil has such

an offensive odor and unpleasant taste that no

mechanical or chemical process will remove it.

Recovery from Severe Cerebral Lesions.

To several instances of this nature recently

published in this journal, we add the following,

forwarded to us by a correspondent.

The Russian River (CaliFornia) Flag gives the

particulars of the remarkable recovery of Mr. B.

F. Chase, foreman of a mill in Mendocino county,

from an apparently deadly wound. It appears

that in July, 1864, Mr. Chase was doing some

work under a picket saw, which was running

at great speed, when inadvertently raising his

head against the saw he received a cut beginning

at the frontal bone, one-half inch above the nose,

and running back to the occipital bone, making

an incision in length, measuring by the convexity

of the skull. Br. A. C. Folsom was called, but

at first thought it useless to dress the wound,

believing that the man would die in a few min-

utes; but Mr. CnASE being perfectly conscious

and free from pain, he concluded to attempt a

careful dressing, encouraged somewhat, he says,

by remembering the case of the man in Vermont

who had a tamping iron blown through his head

and recovered therefrom. The cut gaped open

so that the skull bones were a full inch apart.

Dr. F. estimated that the brain was cut nearly

to its base, fully three inches deep. He inserted

a pocket rule an inch and a half. He carefully

removed all fragments of the skull—taking out

over thirty pieces—and washed out the saw dust

that had got into the opening, using warm water

to promote hemorrhage, which was slight for

such an extensive wound. He also washed out

more than a tablespoonful of brain. How much
more the saw carried away we can only conjec-

ture. The doctor then shaved the scalp, applied

a tourniquet to bring the bones together, and

closed the aperture with six stitches, finishing

with adhesive plaster, and leaving three openings.

The only dressing ever used was cold water.

The patient was in full possession of all his

faculties during the whole time, and said he ex-

perienced no pain then or afterward until he

was entirely recovered. He visited the mill

about four weeks after the accident, and soon

after resumed his duties as filer and foreman,

which position he still holds. He says he never
lost sleep or appetite, or experienced any physical

or mental pain or weakness from his wound.
The doctor's theory for this wonderful case is

that the wound was a clean, smooth cut, unac-
companied by concussion, and that it is usually
the concussion and not the incision of the brain
that causes death. Believing for a year or two
that the patient would ultimately die of the

injury, Dr. F. did not send any statement of the
case to the medical journals. Mr. Chase now seems
to have as long a lease of his life as anvbody.
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News, etc. etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

4ST To insure publication, articles must be practical

brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

We particularly value the practical experience of coun-

try practitioners, many of whnm possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfully belongs to the profession.

PREPAYMENT OF POSTAGE.
We announced last fall that after the first of

January, 1869, we should prepay postage on all

paid subscriptions. This we do from the begin-

ning of each quarter, commencing January 1st.

On subscriptions received previous to January

1st, we paid for the first quarter of 1869, and fo

on, to the end of the last quarter covered by their

payment. On subscriptions received between

January 1st and April 1st, we paid for the second

quarter of the year, etc., as before. Our subscri-

bers who have paid in advance, should bear this

in mind and pay no postage from the quarter

after their payment was made until the time for

which they paid has expired.

These quarterly postage bills are a heavy item

in our accounts, and remind us forcibly how
many substantial friends we have. We cannot

help regarding those who pay their subscriptions

promptly as the best friends of our enterprise

—

and just in proportion as all our subscribers are

prompt in their remittances will we have the

means to add interest and value to our several

publications.

CO-LABORERS.
The credit of whatever there may be of value

to the medical profession in the publications

issued from this office, is shared, not only by

those who do the literary labor, and have charge

of the business management, but also by those

who exert themselves in extending our circula-

tion. This, indeed, is not the least important

part of the work, for it underlies all the rest. A
liberal support furnishes the means to command
the best literary and business talent and labor.

We desire therefore especially to acknowledge

our indebtedness to such co-laborers as a sub-

scriber in Columbus, Miss., by whose personal

exertions we have eight subscribers in that

place

—

every one of them paid up; to another

in Eldorado, Arkansas, where we have five, all

paid up too; to one in Westchester County, New
York, who sends fve names besides his own—to

another in Ohio who does the same. Indeed, we

must stop, as the instances that are constantly

occurring in various parts of the country crowd

upon us too rapidly to permit us to designate any

more. Suffice it that we acknowledge, on our

own part, and that of the profession of the coun-

try our obligations to these co-laborers.

DR. ROBLEY DUNGLISOW.
Our readers are already aware of the loss the

profession has sustained in this city, by the death

of this distinguished author and teacher. He
died April 1, after a long and painful illness,

which he bore with the patience of a Christian

and the fortitude of a philosopher.

Although but little engaged in the active prac-

tice of his profession, few men have exercised a

greater influence over the minds of their contem-

poraries than Dr. Dungmson, through his distin-

guished abilities as a teacher and a writer. He

was born at Keswick, Cumberland, England, in

1798, and graduated in 1819 in London. He

was invited to this country in 1824, to take part

in the establishment of Jefferson's favorite

project, the University of Virginia. From this

arose an intimate acquaintance with Jefferson,

Madison, and other great men of a past genera-

tion, which naturalized him at once in his adop J -

ed country, and he thenceforth became in all

respects thoroughly American. In 1833 he left

the University of Virginia for a chair in the

University of Maryland, and when in 1836 the

Jefferson Medical College in Philadelphia was

reorganized, he was invited to fill the Professor-

ship of Institutes of Medicine. Here he re-

mained for more than thirty years, during a

large portion of which time he was Dean of the

Faculty, and the success of that institution was

largely owing both to his attractive courses of

lectures and to the remarkable tact and practical

sagacity with which he administered its affairs.

He kept to his post and faithfully discharged its

duties for some years after failing health admon-

ished him to seek the repose he so much needed,

and he did not retire until the close of the ses-

sion of 1868.

Dr. Dunglison was known widely as a teacher,

but his reputation as a writer was even more

extensive. He had commenced, even before he

left England, a work on the Diseases of Children,

and from that time for forty years his pen was



April 24, 1869.] NOTES AND

rarely idle. Besides the editorship of various

works, ten solid octavo volumes attest the extent

and variety of his original labors. In a science so

rapidly progressive as that of Medicine, even the

best books speedily grow out of date, but Dr. Dun-

glison's industry kept his works on a level with

the advance of knowledge, and most £>f them in

repeated editions maintained their position for a

period far longer than is generally allotted to

the life of a scientific book. His "Medical Lexi-

con," especially, is one which after more than

thirty years still holds its place with undiminished

popularity. For such a labor as a dictionary of

medical science he was eminently fitted by his

close and accurate philological culture, the wide-

ness of his scientific acquirements, and the perse-

vering industry which no labor could appal. It

has therefore passed through unnumbered edi-

tions, and as an acknowledged authority wherever

the English language is spoken, it is his appro-

priate literary monument.

Yet the sphere of his activity was by no means

confined to professional labor. The wide sympa-

thies of his active intellect led him to assume the

Presidency of the Musical Fund Society, of Phila-

delphia, and the Vice-Presidency of the Pennsyl-

vania Institution for the Blind. To this latter

much of his attention was directed in later

years, and he was very successful in promoting

the printing of books in raised letters for the use

of the blind.

His personal character left a most pleasant

impression on all who met him, and many a phy-

sician in every state of our union will feel in his

death the loss of a personal friend.

The Williamsport (Pa.) Medical Society.

The Williamsport (Pa.) Medical Society met

at the rooms of the Dispensary in that city,

President, Dr. S. Pollock occupying the chair,

who delivered a very able and interesting inaugu-

ral, after\hich the subject of Diphtheria was dis-

cussed by Drs. Smith, Helsbt, Alba, McVicker,

and Myers. The Essayist for the meeting, Dr.

J. S. Crawford, was absent. Drs. F. S. Tread-

way and Thomas H. Helsby, were appointed

Essayists for the next meeting.

This Society has opened under the most flatter-

ing prospects, and bids fair to rival the neigh-

boring Lycoming County Medical Society. The

following officers were elected:

President.—Dr. S. Pollock.

Vice-President.—Dr. H. H. Smith.

Secretary—Dr. W. B. Hull.

Treasurer— Dr. J. S. Crawford.

COMMENTS.

Notes and Comments,

THEKAPEUTICAL BULLETIN".*
Compiled by Geo. H. Nafheys, M. D.

No. 10.

This column will contain each week a collection of the

Recipes, remarkable for their novelty and elegance, now
in use by prominent practitioners, as recommended by
them in recent lectures at College and Hospital Clinics,

and at meetings of Medical Societies, in newly published
monographs and systematic treatises, and in the current

medical periodicals of this country and Europe. It will

include formulse for hypodermic injections, for inhala-

tions, for rectal and vaginal suppositories, for ointments,

lotions, collyria, etc., etc.

The selection will be such that each prescription will

commend itself, both by its intrinsic merits, and by the

authority of the name of the physician by whom origi-

nated or employed. It is designed to give only the latest

and best approved therapeutical expressions of the pro-

fession—to afford a periscope of the remedial measures

•resorted to by eminent living physicians.

It is proposed, hereafter, to classify these formulae, and

issue them in book form.

Below will be found some formulae useful in

the treatment of

Habitual Constipation.

S. B. Birch, M. D., M. R. C. P., Lond.

74. R. Extracti rhei alcoholici, gss.

Extracti taraxaci, gr. xxiv.

Quinise sulphatis, gr. ij. M.
Ft. mass., in pilulas xij. div.

One should be taken either on rising in the

morning or at dinner time, or even at both pe-

riods when the constipation is very obstinate.

This is a very gentle stomachic and tonic evacu-

ant, particularly useful for the delicate. In ad-

dition, when there is torpor of the liver, defi-

ciency or perversion of the biliary secretion, the

patient should be ordered:

—

75. R. Hydrargyri cum creta, gr. I—j.

Sacchari albi, gr. v.

For one powder.

A sufficient dose, when given alone at bed

time, for two or three successive nights, or in

very sensitive persons every second or third night.

But the hyd. cum creta is often prepared imper-

fectly, and then causes considerable annoyance

and dissatisfaction to the practitioner. It is bet-

ter to prescribe it in the form given above, than

in the form of a pill, which sometimes passes

through the bowels unchanged.

* Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year

1869, by Gko. H. Napheys. M.D , in the Clerk's office of

the District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylva-

nia.

N. B. This copyright is not intended to prevent medi-

cal journals publishing these articles, but only their be-

ing issued in book form.
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In order to excite manifestation of contractile

force on the part of a torpid intestine, and for

the conversion of irregular and imperfect peri-

staltic action into a uniform and effective power

of expulsion, the following little operation exe-

cuted by the patient upon himself, when pro-

perly performed, is valuable.

Place the tips of the fingers of the right hand

exactly over the coecal region with very slight

pressure; carry them upward along the ascend-

ing colon to the right hypochondrium ; continue

the movement without any intermission over the

region of the transverse colon to the angle of

junction with the descending colon; stop not,

but proceed downward gently and steadily to

the iliac region of that side ; instead of the pre-

viously very gentle pressure, the fingers must

now be pressed firmly and deeply (without pain)

into the pelvic cavity, and there retained for

about fifteen seconds; then remove the hand alto-

gether, rest a few seconds and repeat the proce-

dure. This may be continued for the period of

from a few minutes to a quarter of an hour or

more. Some little care and tactile dexterity is

needed to do this properly, and where the hand

is dry or the cuticle thick and hard, it is advisa-

ble to slightly moisten the ends of the fingers.

When the right hand is tired, the left can be

used, and so alternately, but it is better not to

alternate them too rapidly. The patient may
first try and may succeed or not. If there be a

failure, it must not be necessarily given up.

Invalids themselves will often fail, almost inva-

riably if their bowels be extremely untractable.

But now the aid of a friend for passive move-

ments may be invaluable. The medical adviser

can give instructions regarding the precise ana

tomical relations of the parts involved, and the

method of performance. The proceeding should

usually extend over a period of from five or six

minutes to occasionally twenty-five minutes.

For occasional use in the treatment of consti-

pation in old age, the following pill affords an

excellent formula:

76. R. Extract! colocynthidis

com^ositi, gr. v-viij.

Extract! hyoscyami, gr. ij.

J. M. DaCosta, M. D.

77. R. Podophyllin, gr. 1-20.

Extracti belladonnas, gr. 1-20.

Capsici, gr. \.

Pulveris rhei, gr -j«

For one pill.

To be taken three times a day.

Belladonna is undoubtedly a stimulant to the

muscular fibres of the intestine. It acts on them

as it acts on the bladder; it stimulates to contrac-
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tion. It also increases the action of purgatives,

enabling the physician to get along with smaller

quantities of purgative medicine. Po lophyllin

is useful in torpor of the upper portion of the

bowel, to increase the secretion of the liver.

78. R. Tincturas gentianas

composite f-.^ij-

Tincturoe rhei dulcis, f.^.j.

Tincturas belladonnas, f.^iss. M.

Dessertspoonful ter die.

79. R. Extracti gen ti anas, gr. iij.

Extracti nucis vomica,
Podophyllin, aa gr.

Olei cajuputi, g fct-j' M.

For one pill.

To be taken twice a day as a tonic for chronic

constipation.

80. R. Extracti belladonnas, gr. 1-16.

Pulveris rhei, gr. j.

Pulveris zingiberis, gr.i.

For one pill. To be taken four times a day.

Thomas Hillier, M. D., Lond., F. R. C. P., etc.

In obstinate constipation occurring in children,

very small doses of extract of belladonna, gr.

1-24 to gr. 1-32, will be found useful, and the

abdomen may be rubbed with soap liniment and

castor oil.

John Forsyth Meigs, M. D.

81. R. Confectio sennae,

Potassas bitartratis, gij.

Sulphuris prascipitati,

Ferri subcarbonatis, aa, 3j.

Mellis despumati, q. s.

Ft. electuary.

Teaspoonful after meals.

Thomas Hawkes Tanner, M. D., F. L. S. Lond.

82. R. Zinci valerianatis, gr. xij-xxiv.

Extracti belladonnas, gr. iij-vj.

Extracti gentianas, gr. xxiv. M.

Ft. pil xij, and silver them.

One to be taken three times a clay in nervous

cases of habitual constipation, and in spasmodic

contraction of the sphincter ani.

The Daily Pocket Becord.

The extraordinary demand for the Daily

Pocket Record, speedily exhausted the edition

we had provided for 1869, and a second edition

is now ready. Orders have been accumulating

while the edition has been preparing. The delay

in filling the orders is thus explained. We
regret it; but we pushed the work as rapidly as

we could. A like contingency in the future is

now effectually provided against. We shall ex-

pect and are prepared for large and increasing

orders.



April 24, 1869.] CORRESPONDENCE. 325

Inspection of Quack Medicines.

A bill has been favorably reported in the Neve-

York Legislature, providing for the inspection of

patent or quack medicines. The inspectors are
required to ascertain their ingredients, and report
the same annually to the Legislature and to the
State Medical Society. There is a law analo-

gous to this in almost every country of Europe.

More inspections! what are we coming to?

And the State Medical Society has a finger in

the pie! Now for an indignation meeting of

makers and venders of quack medicines!

Adulterated Milk.

A bill has passed both branches of the Legis-

lature of Massachusetts, which punishes with a
fine for each offence, of no less than $20, nor
more than SiOQ, anyone who sells, or exchanges,
or has in his possession, watered milk, either for

general consumption, or for manufacture into

butter and cheese. It repeals the law passed
last year, which inserted the word "knowingly."
Now, the fact of the sale is proof of criminal
intent.

That strikes at the root of this business. But

wbat do the milkmen say about it—especially

those who do not adulterate their milk?

[ Readers of the Reporter are invited to

send us copies of local Neiospapers, and similar

publications, from all parts of the comitry, which

contain matters of interest to the profession. They

will be thankfully received, and acknowledged

under " Communications received'"}

Correspondence.

DOMESTIC.

Tampering with Disease.

Editors Mkd. and Surg. Reporter:

It occasionally becomes the melancholy duty

of the physician to witness cases of disease which

are hastened to a fatal termination through the

agency of quackery. We are apt to associate

with homoeopathy the negative quality of Ti arm-

iessness, and reconcile ourselves to its absurdities

with the impression that, if honestly adminis-

tered, the medicines will do no harm, if they will

not do any good. In the case which follows,

though affording an instance in which the prin-

ciples of homoeopathy were consistently carried

out, yet their application was so absurd, and the

result so deplorable, that the entire system may
be.justly regarded with suspicion.

A lady, rather more than fifty years of age,

had been suffering from an organic disease of the

heart, consequent upon rheumatism of the joints,

with which she had some years previously been

afflicted. Great irregularity in the action of the

heart existed, attended with severe paroxysms of

dyspnoea after much exertion, with cold and livid

extremities, and every symptom denoting an ac-

cumulation of blood in the region of the heart.

Her life had been prolonged, and her condition

made comparatively comfortable by the avoidance

of every cause of mental or bodily excitement, a

judicious course of personal treatment, and the

prudent use of sustaining remedies. With using

these precautions, her friends and medical attend-

ants entertained strong hopes that she might sur-

vive many years in the possession of her ordi-

nary health.

A few days since it became necessary for her

to visit a neighboring city. The ride thither

caused her considerable fatigue, and a paroxysm

of dyspnoea and prostration resulted. Her friends,

by whose direction medical advice was called,

were homoeopathically inclined, and, of course, a

physician of that order was called in attend-

ance.

The course of treatment which was subse-

quently pursued in the case was not witnessed,

by the writer, who was her ordinary medical at-

tendant. It was communicated to him by a near

relative who was present, and the statement can

be relied on as correct in every particular.

The lady exhibited the ordinary symptoms of

impeded circulation of the blood, denoted by cold

and livid extremities, severe dyspnoea, extreme

prostration, pulseless wrists, etc. Upon the ho-

moeopathic principle that " like cures like,"' the

remedies indicated in the case were obviously

such as would increase the symptoms just enu-

merated. They were the application of iced

water to the wrists and ankles, and generally

over the surface of the body, the exhibition of

cold drinks, and the withholding of nourishment

and stimulants of every kind. As the action of

the heart was already performed with difficulty,

and as chloroform is well known to weaken the

action of that organ, there was every reason for

suggesting, homoeopathically, the use of that

powerfully sedative agent. It was accordingly

applied by inhalation, and persevered in till near

the close of life.

Such was the treatment commenced and per-

severingly applied by a German homoeopathic

doctor, who claims to be "to the manor born,"

and, of course, to be gifted with aU the arts and

mysteries pertaining to the founder of homoeo-

pathy. He at last found that death would soon

follow his course of treatment, and he so gave

his opinion. An eminent regular physician was
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called just in time to witness the deplorable ef-

fects of that system of quackery, which, to be

consistent, must deal solely in the interest of

death, and administer, in a threatening disease,

such agents only as will accelerate a fatal termi-

nation. G. B.

Westport, CL, March 30, 1869.

Poisonous Dyes.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter :

The following case may prove of interest to the

profession, as showing the danger and inconve-

nience of wearing fabrics colored with the so-

called corraline dyes. Miss , while paying a

visit in my family, consulted me for a slight pus-

tular eruption, which had appeared upon the

inner side of her left arm near the bend of the

elbow. There appeared a circumscribed longitu-

dinal space of say three inches long, and one-and-

a-half inches wide, completely covered with

minute pustules. Upon inquiry I found she had

been wearing a beautiful colored flannel sack.

This sack was lined throughout with silk, except

the seams of the arm, and I have no doubt but

that the friction of the rough material at the

point mentioned, inoculated her with the poison-

ous dye stuff producing the eruption. There

was considerable pain present during the progress

of the disease, and a constant and severe itching.

Believing the disease to be entirely local, I pre-

scribed as an application

R. Hydr. chlor. mite, %\.

Piumbi acetas, gr. xv.

Ung. aq. rosae, 3ij M.

Sig. To be applied thrice daily to affected

parts.

Under this treatment the eruption promptly

disappeared a few days, and she has not suffered

since, having taken the precaution to line the

seams of her sack before wearing again.

H. C. Yarrow, A. A. Surg., U. S. A.

Fort Wood, N. T.

Secale Cornutum in Diarrhoea.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter:

November 5th, 1868, Henry Duggan called at

my office, stating that his wife, aet. 32, had been

troubled with diarrhoea ; for several days there

was considerable tenesmus ; she had taken several

doses of castor oil with no apparent benefit, and

as she was in the third month of pregnancy,

was fearful of producing miscarriage by using

active remedies. I made and put up a prescrip-

tion for her and by mistake he took a two ounce

vial of wine of ergot, and gave it as I directed

him to use the other, "a half an ounce after

§ach stool. I discovered the mistake five hours

after, and went at once to see her: found he r

quietly sleeping, she had taken three dosae.

After waking her, she said she felt better than

she had for several days. I have tried it twice

since with her, and in three other cases of diar-

rhoea in pregnant females at different Stage* of

gestation with the most happy results. Will

some one give the rationale?

W. J. Hillis, M. D.

Barclay. Bradford co., Pa.
y

April 9th, 1869.

News and Miscellany.

Ancient Hair-Dyes.

Professor Aquilla Smith. M.D., writes to the

British Medical Journal:—The desire to appear

"beautiful forever/' in respect to concealing the

effect of age on the hair, was as prevalent in

ancient Rome as in our own time, and no doubt

will prevail through future ages. The panic

recently created in consequence of the disclo-

sures made public as to the dangerous effects

likely to result from the use of poisonous hair-

dyes, may for a time so prevail as to reconcile

some persons to the inevitable hoariuess of ad-

vanced age; while others, with more vanity and

less good sense, will be persuaded, before long,

by the assurance, which will be promulgated

with usual audacity, that the new hair-dyes may
be employed with as much safety as "Morning-

dew distilled from a magnetic rock in the desert

of Sahara.'' ^Yith the view of relieving the

apprehensions of persons "quos saneta senectus

offendit," and who will, at any risk, employ

some means or other to conceal their grey hairs,

I place at their service the following remedies,

which have been recommended by Q. Serexus

Simoxicus. the preceptor of the Emperor Gqr-

diax the Youxger, in the third century.

" Capillo tingendo,

Quos pudet petati3 longa\ quos sancta fenectm
Offendit, cup'mnt rroperos abscondere canos.

Et nigrum crinem fuco simulare dolo?o.

His prodest acri contrita cupre«SHS a"^to,

Vel frons lentisci. vel tristia poma sambuc

\

Lumbrici quoque terrestres miscentur oiivo,

Et juvenum prasstint rediviro fl >ro eapilluni.

Prseterea niveum poterit depeMere crinem,

Resina ex facile cera viscoque coacta.

Ad rutilam speciem nigros fUveseere crine?,

Unguento cineris pra?dixit Tullhn auior."

(Q. Sefkni Samonici de Medtcina Pr&neptn Salv.brrrima

in Medicce Artis Principes. p. 416 )

The remedies, "nigrum crinem simulare," are

cypress and strong vinegar, the leaf of the mas-
tich tree, elder-berries, earth-worms mixed with
olive, and resin combined with wax and mistle-

toe. If the ointment for converting black hair
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into reddish yellow possessed any such power, it

was probably owing to the alkaline matter in the

ashes.

Heart-Disease in the British Army.

A surgeon of the British army, who has been

investigating the causes of the great prevalence

of heart-disease among English soldiers, states

that it is due to the mechanical obstructions to

the proper flow of the blood through the arteries

leading from the heart, caused by the restrictions

of the clothing and accoutrements. Alterations

in the dress of the English soldiers are therefore

advised, the upright collar hooked tight around

the neck being especially objectionable.

In Vienna, through the benevolence of

Baron Anselm de Rothschild, who has given

200,000 florins for the purpose, an hospital for

Jews is to be built. It is to contain 200 beds.

It is said that typhus fever is raging to

such an extent at Brussels, that the King and

Court have left. All the private schools are re-

moved from the capital.

A recent English traveller on the plains

of the Argentine Confederation speaks of a cer-

tain Cacique Nabidrigisi, who, at the age of

120, can "mount a horse, wield a lance, and go

into the battle-field with as much apparent vigor

as a hundred years before."

There is a doctor for every 1000 inhabi-

tants in Paris.

—— During the last twelve months the Royal

National Lifeboat Institution has saved the lives

of 603 persons, and as many as 17,849 since its

formation in 1824.

A Paris correspondent reports the severe

illness of Sir Joseph Ollifee, a physician and

gentleman long held in the highest esteem by all

his brethren, who express their intense sympa-

thy and deep concern.

Mr. Thomas Crowley, of Birmingham,

England, who died about the first of March, gave

in January last, the sum of £10,000 for the foun-

dation of an Orphan Asylum for girls in that

town-, and at his death, besides various other

liberal bequests, he has given £1,000 each to the

Queen's Hospital and the Deaf and Dumb Insti-

tution, and £500 each to the Birmingham Gen-

eral Hospital, the Blind Asylum, and the Eye

Hospital.

Every railroad train in Sweden is pro-

vided with an efficient medical staff and complete

pharmacy, so that in case of accident, no time is

lost in ministering to the wants of the wounded.

Mrs. Jane Hutchinson, relict of Dr. Hutch-
inson, of "Whitehaven, Eng., who died some sixty

years since, has just met her death by an acci-

dent at the advanced age of 100 years. The
old lady was in full possession of all her facul-

ties, and up to the time of her accident was in

perfect health.

\Notices, inserted in thin column gratis, and are solicited,

from all parts of the country; Obituary Notices and Resolu~
Hons ofSocieties at ten cents per line, ten words to the line.]

MAEEIED.

Cummtngs—Bryant.—In Concord, N. H., March 8th,
at the Phoenix Hotel, by Rev. G. W. H. Clark, of Keene,
Oscar S. Cummings, M. D., of Lisbon, and Miss Bet. H.
Bryant.

Gleason—Kingsbury—In this city, on the 14th inst.,
at Trinity M. E. Church, by the Rev. L. Dobson, assisted
by the Rev. R. Humphries, Edwin P. G!*ason and Mary
Sinclair, youngest daughter of Dr. C. A. Kingsbury, both
of this city.

Kantz—Miller.—On the 28th of February, in Berrys-
burg, by the Rev. M. Fernsler, Dr. Andrew J. Kantz, of
Green Brier, Northumberland co., and Miss Emalihe S.
Miller, of Berrysburg, Dauphin co., Pa.

Line a "\veaver—Pl aas ants.—In this city, on the 8th of
April, 1869, at the First Unitarian Church, by the Rev.
Dr. W. H. Furness, Dr. Washingon K. Lineaweaver, of
Pottsville, Pa., and Miss E. Florence Pleasants, grand-
daughter of the late Hugh Bellas, and daughter of the
late Charles Pleasants, of Sunbury.
St. Clair—Walker—March 31st, by Rev. A. MoEI-

wain, Thomas St. Clair, M.D., and Miss Sarah Walker,
both of Indiana, Pa.

Valentine—Johnston.—On the 14th inst., by the Rev,
T. W. J. Wylie, D. !>.. Dr. J. E. Valentine, of Wiikesbarr*
Pa., and Anna W. Johnston, of this city.

DIED.

Ashmead.—On the 13tli inst., Eliza B., daughter of the
late Theodore Ashmead, M.D., of German town, Pa.

Crook.—In Brooklyn, N. Y., on April 10, L. H. Crook.
M. D., aged 30 years.

Dr. Crook died of fever contracted while attending the

captain and mate of the emigrant ship James Foster, Jr.,

being one of many victims to alleged bad management on
the part of the officers of that ship.

Day—Dr. S. R. Day, a highly respected physician of
St Albans, Vt , died April 12th, aged 46 years. Hegradu-
ated at Woodstock in 1848.

McTntosh.—Eunice G., wife of Dr. L. W. Mcintosh,
died in Vernon, Oneida co., N. Y., April 2d, 1869, in the
52d year of her age.

Merritt.—In this city, on the 11th inst., Daniel S.
Merritt, M. D.

Remington.— In this city, on the 14th inst., Lydia H.,
widow of the late Dr. Isaac Remington, in the 61st year
of her age.

OBITUARY.

Dr. Alexander H. Stevens.

Dr. Stevens was born in the city of New York, Sep-

tember 4, 1789. His father, Ebenezer Stevens, was one

of those who threw the tea into Boston Harbor. He en-

tered the army early, and served to the close of the war.

Was at the battles of Saratoga and Yorktown, with the

rank of Colonel of Artillery. After the war, Col. Stevens

married a sister of Col. Ledvabd, who fell at Groton.

She was aunt to Ledyard the traveller.

At the age of ten years, Alexander was sent to school

at Plainfield, where he fitted for college under the now
venerable John Adams. At fourteen he entered Yale

College, and graduated with credit in his eighteenth year.
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HaviDg selected the profession to which he has since done
so much honor, he entered the office of Dr. Edward Mil-
ler, and after attending one course of lectures in the

College of Physicians and Surgeons, and a second in the

University of Pennsylvania, he graduated at the latter

institution, on which occasion his Thesis On the Proxi-

mate Cause of Inflammation, was highly lauded by Dr*

Rush. In 1811, Dr. Stevens sailed f^r France, but was

captured by an Englush cruiser, and sent to Plymouth,

Thence he found his way to London, and attended the

lectures of Coofer and Abernkthy. Nest year he

crossed the Channel, and at Paris followed thecliniques

of Botes and Larrey. War meanwhile broke out be-

tween the United States and England, and Dr. Stevens
was again captured, on his way to America, and sent to

Plymouth. Ultimately, he returned home in a cartel, and

was appointed surgeon in the army. In 1814, he was

chosen Professor of Surgery in the New Ycrk Medical In-

stitution, and in 1818, elected Surgeon to the New York
Hospital. Here he immediately began to give clinical

lectures, which he continued with great success for twenty

years. On the resignation of the faculty of the College

of Physicians in 1825, Dr. Stevens was appointed Pro-

fessor of Surgery in that institution. Here and at the

New York Hospital he continued to teach surgery with

great acceptance till 1838, when, on account of ill health,

he resigned both places, having previously cot fined his

practice to consultations and surgical operations. The
retirement of Dr. Stevens from the active duties of his

profession was matter of great regret to his friends, and
the officers of the two institutions which he has so ably

served, hastened to manifest their sense of the value of

those services. He was appointed, by the Regents, Emeri-
tus Professor of Surgery, and by the Governor, Consulting

Surgeon to the New York Hospital. His pupils also

plaoed his portrait in the Governor's room at the hospital.

In 1841, the Regents appointed Dr. Sstkyens President of

the College of Physicians and Surgeons, an office he held

till his death. In 1846, be was elected President of the

New York State Medical Society, and his inaugural ad-

dress was ordered by both Houses of the Legislature, and
by eminent members of the bar, to be printed. About
the same time he received from the Regents the degree of

LL.D. In 1847, he was elected Vice President, and in

1848, President of the American Medical Association.

At a special meeting of the New York Academy of

Medicine, held April 2, 1869, for the purpose of paying a
tribute to his memory, the following resolutions were
unanimously passed

:

1. Resolved, That the decease of Alexander H. Ste-
vens, M.D., late President of the New York Academy of
Medicine, on the 30th day of Marcb, 1869, at the advanced
age of 80 years, is a fit occasion for the members of the
Academy to express the high estin ation in which he was
held, and their deep sorrow at his departure.

2. Resolved, That, during his long and useful profes-
sional career, in which he attained the highest rank as a
learned and accomplished instructor, and a skilful and
successful practitioner of the healing art, bis uniform
honorable conduct and great moral worth, his untiring
zeal for the public welfare, and humane and sympathiz-
ing bearing, ennobled our calling, and will endear his
memory to our hearts.

3. Resolved, That the removal, by death, of one whose
mature professional experience and eminent skill haveso
long been made available for the relief of his suffering
fellow-creatures, is to be regarded as a great public loss.

4. Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions, duly au-
thenticated by the signatures of the President and Secre-
tary of the Academy, be communicated to the family of
the deceased, with the assurance of our heartfelt sympa-
thy in their bereavement.

5. Resolved, That these proceedings be published in the
daily papers and medical journals, to be designated by
the President and Secretary.

6. Resolved, That when we adjourn, we adjourn to at-
tend the funeral of the deceased.

L ~ ^ ~ H. D. Bulhlky, M. D., President.
E. H. Janes, M. D., Secretary,

WOEDS OP CHEER.

Dr. E.Z.,ofPenn'a, says of the Compendium:
"It contains more practical information than any peri-

odical with which I am acquainted. It is of immense
value to country practitioners."

Dr. O. A. C, of New York, says

:

" Please send along the Reporter and Compendium ae
fast as you turn them out, for they are my most welcome
visitors."

A medical man, who has of late had personal inter-

course with a large number of physicians of some of the

Western States, writes

:

"Your Compendium is appreciated by everv one who
examines it, and will ultimately replace Brm'tJnraite and
Ranking. Its superior typography- and paper, and it* re-
presenting mors fully American journalism, and equally
Foreign medical journalism, will make it a great favorite
with physicians."

QUERIES AND REPLIES.

Dr. W„ of Tenn —"Has Hartshorne's Conspectus been
issued yet?" It has. Price $4 00.

Drs. D. <£ P., of Ind.—"What is the nsual fee for crani-
otomy ?" In this city, from S50 to $100.

Dr. J. M.,ofKy.—The circular you send is a bombastic
attempt to pain the ear of the public.

Dr. E. T. G.. of Texas —The stem cup pessaries are re-

tained by their own shape, and do not need a belt. They
can be c ent by mail.

Dr P. B. P., of Pa—The American Journal of Obstet-
ric? is published quarterly, by Townsend & Adams, New
York city. Price $3.00 a year.

Dr. A. W. T.. of Mass.—Your inquiries about the use of
earth closets in surgical practice, will be answered at

length in the Reporter soon.

Varicocele.

Dr. A. P. F., of Pa—"Do you know any remedy that
can be relied on for varicocele short of ligating the veins
or the bandage. What do you suggest?"

Dr. F. F. G.,ofS. C.— 'l am a subscriber to the Med.
and Surg. Krporter. also to the Pocket Record. If I

send on now two (2) dollars more, can I secure first and
second parts of Compendium?" Yes.

" What is the medicinal dose of carboli" acid (cryftals)?

Please give a formula for its internal administration in

the Reporter." Dr. Naphrys. in his "Therapeutical
Bulletin," will deal 1ully with this subject soon.

"Is there a Jatp edition of Griffith's Formulary, edited

by Prof. Thomas ?" There is. Price §5.00.

Spermatorrhoea.
Dr. McG., of Fa.—"I have a case of spermatorrhoea

which gives me much trouble. It is in a young man, and
the loss of ?emen is diurnal only at stool. I have used.

Llallemand's instrument repeatedly, with no benefit.

Also used bromide of potassium and other antapbr->disi-

acs. Can yon suggest anything that will give relief? '

Cold-water douches to (he spine, salt-water bathing,

tonics, if the system is debiltated, and exercise, might

benefit, with lupulin, belladonna and the terebinthinates.

Missisquoi Powder—This stuff, advertised for the cure
of cancer, with seemingly sound endorsement?, is proba-
bly neither more nor less efficacious than any of the other
thousand and one nostrums for the same purpose.

METEOROLOGY.
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Communications.

"ECLAMPSIA PUERPERARUM."

By E. W. Sell, M. D
,

Of New York.

After carefully reading the letter of Dr. Vance,

of Oneida, Illinois, (published in the Reporter,

of February 13th, 1869,) on Eclampsia Puerpe-

rarum, I cannot refrain from presenting my
views on the same subject. We fully agree with

what the Doctor says in regard to putting the

profession at large on their guard against tam-

pering with human life, and with what he says

about the value of human lives—about our feel-

ing, and knowing that we are justified only in

striving (not neglecting) to save lives that are

precious indeed. But whilst we agree with him

in this, we must beg leave to dissent from the

conclusions which he draws from the two cases

which he reports, namely, that the first patient

died for tre want of, and the second recovered

"consequent upon rational treatment/' meaning

a full and efficient depletion " with a broad-shoul-

dered lancet." Such reasoning sounds to me

like post hoc, propter hoc. But one word in refer-

ence to the doctor's "idea, that, in all cases re-

quiring it, phlebotomy should be practised,

whether in puerperal convulsions, apoplexy, or

1 pneumonitis." At first sight, the doctor's guard-

ed language, "all cases requiring it," seems

right enough-, but every one who has carefully

read it, knows what the Doctor would do and re-

commend in these cases; namely, resort to a

"broad-shouldered lancet" in almost every one of

them. Now it is a well-established clinical fact,

that the puerperal woman generally loses a suffi-

cient quantity of blood without artificial means,

fully granting the well known fact, that nature

provides her with a surplus quantity.

In apoplexy, the only time blood-letting would

be rational as well as beneficial, is before the

attack occurs. That is to say, practice phlebo-

tomy as a prophylaxis, on those naturally predis-

posed to apoplexy, or else obtain a divine inti-

mation that an attack is imminent, when bleeding

freely would be the most efficient means of di-

verting it. So in pneumonitis, bleeding at the

very outset of the disease accords with both

sense and science, as also with the pathology of

the disease. But will the doctor tell us how
many cases come under our treatment early

enough to warrant blood-letting?

Allow me, dear Editors, sufficient space in your

very valuable journal, to state briefly a few facts

in a case which terminated with the most happy

results, " consequent," as I believe, "upon ra-

tional," and I may say, very scientific treatment.

On August 15th, 1868, an old practitioner of

this city introduced me to a young woman, not

yet seventeen years old, who expected to be con-

fined in about three weeks. Before we saw the

lady, the Doctor told me that he expected trouble

in the case, and wished me to take charge of it.

I found the woman larger over her abdomen than

I had ever seen a pregnant woman before, with

well marked ascites and considerable anasarca.

To my surprise I was called to this woman early

next morning. I found her in labor ; the waters

had broken and labor pains were regular and

sharp; progress about as is usual in a primipara,

until the head of a child was pressing hard upon

the perineum, when suddenly all labor pains

ceased and a severe convulsion set in, followed

by others in close proximity, until I delivered her

at about one P. M., of two male children, per

forceps. Both children were asphyxiated, but

they were both restored, though the second not

without difficulty. Another convulsion occurred

soon after delivery, but chloroform administered

in teaspoonful doses inwardly as well as by inha-

lation, cut this one very short. Whenever symp-

toms of convulsions appeared, the same remedy

invariably succeeded to prevent their occurrence.

Leaving the patient at midnight, I found next

morning that she had had six convulsions during

the night, and during my absence in the middle

of the day, three more, the last one lasting three

quarters of an hour. I then determined that the

patient should be saved, if possible. I nursed

her the entire night following without any help,

3 29
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and spent the greatest part of the succeeding two

days and nights with her; and as a reward, had

the great pleasure and satisfaction, not only to

see her rally from a three days unconscious con-

dition, but actually coming down three nights of

stairs to the dinner table, as early as the tenth

day. Four doctors, two of large experience, who

saw the case, said that they had never seen its

parallel. One of these who was present ftnd as-

sisted when I delivered the woman, one day said

to me, " Doctor, you can count that forceps case

under convulsions as one of your cures, for it

was not a recovery."

Now briefly for the treatment of this interest-

ing case. First of all, three drops of ol. tiglii were

administered in divided doses, to empty the bowels

quickly and freely, and to allay the tenesmus, so

as to afford rest and sleep; sol. Magendi was oc-

casionally given, but principally codeia, which

we prefer to morphia, because it does not produce

similar head symptoms, nor has the same consti-

pating effects as the former. Whilst the morphia

would allay the pains of the back and extremi-

ties, the codeia would exert its influence over

those having their origin in the great sympathe-

tic nerve. To control febrile movement, we ad-

ministered quiniae dragees aa gr. ij., commencing

with four, then giving three, two and one at a

dose every six hours. Thus a countless pulse

came down to ISO, 150, 120, 90, very rapidly, and

at the end of three days 80 was attained. Ali-

mentation consisted in milk, tea, and beef-tea

from the very outset. To overcome a fearful

tympanites very readily, five drops of turpentine

were occasionally given. To build up the appe-

tite and strength, we gave our favorite triplex

tonic—the phosphate of iron, quinia and strych-

nia, which is the ne plus ultra for the puerperal

woman.
Whether this is the more rational and scien-

tific treatment, or the practice of phebotomy, is

a question whose solution I leave to the readers

of the Reporter.

RUPTURE OF UTERUS.

By T. D. Crothers, M. D
,

Of West Galway, N. Y.

The following case may have some interest to

persons who have never met with this accident

in their practice.

Mrs. M ,
age 34; mother of four children;

a strong, healthy woman; former labors rapid,

attended with no complications, and followed by

complete recoveries. Taken in labor at full

term March 22. The waters broke, and child

[Vol. XX.

descended to inferior strait after two or three

pains. A few minutes after, I found the left lat-

eral plane presenting, with the arm and shoulder

projecting from the vulva. The pains were vio-

lently expulsive, and the child was being forced

more and more compactly into the pelvic cavity.

Attempts were made to turn the child by passing

the right hand up along the spine to the sacrum,

for the purpose of drawing it down, that the feet

might be reached—the left was used to force up

the head and shoulders— without success. The
force of the uterus was so great that the hand

could not pass up in the cavity, nor could the

head or shoulders be changed or dislodged in any

way. The position of the mother was changed,

yet the pains and impaction continued; wheo
suddenly, without any severe pain preceding, the

uterus ascended from the pelvic cavity, I follow-

ing it with the hand, grasping the feet, and

bringing them down. Here the patient com-

plained of suffocation and faintness, as if from

upward pressure, causing me to wait for a few

moments. The pains now changed from ex-

pulsive to a lancinating character, and contin-

ued so until the final termination was reached.

The feet were seized, and the delivery effect-

ed without any difficulty. The placenta came

away readily. The uterus was explored by

the hand, but no lesion detected; contracting

feebly. Marked tenderness was observed, and

fulness noticed over abdomen. The child was

dead. The usual hemorrhage followed. Pulse

110; skin moist; pains severe. Brandy,

tinct. opii, £xx., was given. The patient con-

tinued in this condition one hour and forty mi-

nutes, when coma came on, and collapse took

place. The abdomen continued to fill up and

increase in tenderness. The pulse remained 110

until a few moments before death, when it dis-

appeared from the wrist. The skin remained

nearly the same. Death followed in two hours

and fifty minutes from the commencement of

labor. No post mortem was allowed. An ex-

ternal examination, a few hours after death, re-

vealed the following: The abdomen bloated,

tense, and hard; the uterus contracted, pre-

senting a perfectly smooth surface to the touch.

The diagnosis of rupture of the uterus is evident

from the following symptoms: The position of

child (a predisposing cause); the sudden change

of position upward, followed by a sensation of

faintness and pressure: the change of character

of pains ; the sudden effusion and tenderness in

abdomen. The obscure points are the contrac-

tion of uterus; the absence of lesion discoverable

by touch ; the full condition of pulse and natu-
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ral state of skin; the sudden coma and collapse

an hour and more after.

This case confirms the observation of Church-

ill and others, viz., that it occurs in fourth or

fifth pregnancies, with lateral plane presenta-

tion, advanced age of mother, and with male

child. This accident is one of the most fearful

in the lying-in chamber, because of the impossi-

bility of anticipating it, its almost necessary fatal

character, and the powerless condition of the

physician to render assistance.

REMOVAL OF TWO GRAINS OF INDIAN
CORN;—ONE IN EACH EAR.

By Laurence Turnbull, M. D.,

Aural Surgeon to Howard Hospital.

The subject of the removal of foreign bodies

from the ear is one of much interest to the pro-

fession, as they are constantly devising new
methods, while the old and simple plan is always

at hand, in the use of the syringe and tepid

water.

This simple method is the safest. No matter

whether the foreign body be large or small, light

or heavy, irregular or even, occupying a small

space or plugging up the meatus entirely, of

recent introduction or of long standing, I have

never failed with this instrument.

The only care is to have the external ear held,

and pulled outward, upward, and backward, so

as to make the canal straight.

Mr. Jonathan Hutchinson has applied the

old method of removing a cork from a bottle by

a string; the string in this case, when employed

in the ear, is a silver wire, of five or six strands,

in the form of a loop, which will produce less

injury than the steel forceps, scoop, etc. But as

yet I am fully satisfied, that if we can pass a

silver wire or loop behind a foreign body, we can

also pass a sufficient amount of water to bring

any body forward, so as to make it easy of access

as the following case will prove, and many others,

published in my Monograph in the Transactions

of the American Medical Association for 1865.

Ann E. Moore, aged four years, residing in

Norristown, Pa., was sent to me by Dr. L. W. R.,

with a grain of Indian corn in each ear, which

had remained in for twenty-four days. Efforts

had been made by the physician to remove them

by means of forceps, etc., but it only pushed

them more firmly in, impacting them in the oval

or ellipsoidal auditory canal. They were cov-

ered with dried blood, and the whole integument

was swollen around them.

The child was in a highly irritated, nervous

tate, from the repeated fruitless attempts. With
the assistance of her uncle, A. G. Feather, Esq.,

and her mother, I placed the child under the

influence of a mixture of ether and chloroform,

which I recommended in such cases as early as

1859, and then having the ear held as before

mentioned, I injected forcibly several ounces of

tepid water, and in a few seconds the water col-

lected behind the body and washed it out, so that

I could grasp it with my short anular forceps.

The same result followed in the opposite ear,

much to the delight of the mother and uncle of

the child, who had witnessed the previous abor-

tive efforts.

The child was then allowed to recover from

the effects of the anaesthetic; the ear was care-

fully dried, and a portion of oil with belladonna

was dropped in to remove irritation, and the case

discharged.

Some bodies in the ear, more especially those

that are rounded off and have no sharp edges,

will do no harm. But there are many others,

which we know from having witnessed the re-

sults produced, cause deafness, etc , as may also

be noticed in a case which we before reported,

of a grain of Indian corn, which had remained

for four years in a child's ear, and had been for-

gotten until we removed it; and, although the

hearing of the deaf boy was improved, yet the

long pressure had permanently thickened the

membrana tympani.

Editorial Department.

Periscope,

Cohnheim's Alleged Discovery.

In the Dutch Archives of Medical and Natural

Sciences* (as we learn through the British and

Foreign Medico- Chirurgical Review), Dr. Koster

treats of Cohnheim's alleged " discovery/' by

which pus-globules outside of the capillaries are

made out to be white corpuscles of the blood,

which have emerged through orifices in the ca-

pillary walls. Dr. Koster appears to think this

"discovery 7
' to be quite established; and goes on

to say : ''If we should soon succeed in obtaining

a more positive and distinct explanation of the

origin of the change of the circulation of the

blood, as a starting-point for inflammation, a

great light will undoubtedly be shed by the facts

discovered in late years upon a process of which,

we may, in general, assert what Cruveilhier

* Conducted by Donders, Koster, and others.
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said of phlebitis in particular, 'quelle domine

toute la pathologic.'" That is to say, as Dr. K.

seems to suggest, a person is exposed, while

heated, to a draught of cold air, and has, within

a few days, a pneumonia. Between the chilling

process and the inflammation there is a hiatus

in science.

We learn, however, through the Archives de

physiologic, etc., of Dr. Brown-Sequard, that

Professor K. Baloc.it, of Pcsth, denies the accu-

racy of Codnheim's conclusions relative to the

white corpuscles. Repeating the experiment* of

the latter, Professor Balogh readily perceived

the white globules collect at certain points of the

vessels, particularly at the origin of the ramifi-

cations; but, in spite of the closest attention,

and although the experiment was often watched

for more than twenty four hours, he never saw

a white corpuscle on its way through the walls,

or having emerged. He considers the views of

Waller, as reproduced by Cohnheim, the result

of optical error. He does not positively deny

the existence of openings in the walls of the

vessels, but is convinced that those openings are

only large enough to allow the passage of fluids.

He thinks the white globules found in the

vicinity of the vessels are produced by the mul-

tiplication of cells of connective tissues.

—

Boston

Med. and Surg. Journal.

Digitalis in Heart Disease.

Dr. J. M. Fothergill has the following practi-

cal remarks on the employment of digitalis in

various cardiac affections, in the April number
of the Edinburgh Medical Journal.

In hypertrophy, digitalis is not indicated,

though it may certainly relieve the results of it,

by producing a state of dangerous tonic con-

traction; except, perhaps, when a very narrowed

aortic orifice presents an almost insuperable ob-

struction. "In fact, the art of treating hyper-

trophy consists in keeping the patient rather low.

and the circulation very tranquil, yet short of

producing anasmia or debility" (Hope): and this

can be more safely done by remedies, as anti-

mony and aconite, which certainly directly

lower the action of the heart, than by digitalis.

In valvular lesions it is almost always indicated.

In obstruction, by assisting the natural efforts of

the heart to overcome that obstruction. In a

case of aortic obstruction, with cerebral anasmia

following wherever over-exertion left the heart

unequal to driving a sufficient column of blood

through the narrowed orifice, digitalis, continued

for a few days, relieved the patient for months.

In a case of pulmonary obstruction it relieved

the symptoms, and produced the same effect in

increasing the apex-beat, as in the more common
aortic obstruction. In regurgitation through the

mitral valve it is most useful: the increased

action of the right ventricle (which may some-

times be shown by the sharp click of the pulmo-

nary valves

—

Skoda) is not lost through the com-

paratively short passage of the blood through

the pulmonary circulation, and this vis a tergo is

effective in, to some extent, opposing the regurgi-

tation. But in tricuspid regurgitation it, as well

as anything el°e, seems useless. The increased

action of the left ventricle is lo«t over the length

' of the systemic circulation, the venous rezurgita-

j

tion can in no way be controlled, and the case

J

goes on from bad to worse rapidly, apparently

\
little influenced by remedies. In auri^ulo-ven-

J

tricular regurgitation little good can be derived

by direct stimulation of the auricles; auricular

. hypertrophy is comparatively rare, and possesses

no great compensatory power, because the auri-

cles have no valves behind them. In mitral ob-

| struction it is of use for the same reasons as in

mitral regurgitation. In the rare cases of tricus-

pid obstruction it is probably of as little use as

in tricuspid regurgitation, and for the same

reasons. In aortic regurgitation it has been con-

sidered contra-indicated, the heart contracting

sufficiently stroDg without it, and from a fear

of producing tonic spasm, which may never be

followed by dilatation; but in this case even we

must be guided entirely by the state of the

muscular walls: if nature is conducting the con-

servative change to a sufficient length unassisted,

no interference is indicated; but if not, and there

is a tendency in the walls to yield, then digitalis

is not contra-indicated. Pulmonary regurgita-

tion, when it exists, will require the application

of the same rules as aortic regurgitation. "The

importance of the existence of valvular disease

lies not in the injury it inflicts itself, as in the

likelihood of the induction of the other lesions of

the heart." (Chambers.)

In dilatation of the heart, whether simple or

with hypertrophy. aEd with or without valvular

lesions, digitalis is especially indicated. The

thinner the muscular walls, and the feebler the

contractions, the more imperatively is it de-

manded.

In organic degeneration of the muscular tissue,

I have attempted to show the rationale of its use

:

whether the explanation can stand, or not. the

fact can, that in cases where there was every

reason to believe the muscular structure of the

heart affected, from the presence of arcus senilis,

and that haziness of the cornea as if globules of
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fat were scattered through its tissues generally,

which makes the accompanying arcus senilis

still more significant, a course of digitalis has

been followed by lasting benefit.

While digitalis, by increasing the heart's

action, leads to a freer flow of blood to supply

the waste, and thus more or less permanent

good results therefrom, still it is most desirable

that that increased flow of blood should be healthy

blood; and in cardiac debility anaemia is most

frequently present. Now, from its known effect

in anaemia on the one hand, and the improved

nutrition which results from its use on the other,

in lesions of nutrition of the heart as much as in

other organs, iron is clearly indicated in conjunc-

tion with digitalis. How this can be done so as

to secure the maximum amount of good in every

way, shall be considered in the following sec-

tion.

Mode of Administration.-—Digitalis is usually

prescribed in three modes—the powdered leaves,

tincture, and infusion. The infusion has always

been considered to contain more particularly the

diuretic principle, and therefore does not concern

us here; while the tincture retains more espe-

cially the tonic principle which acts upon the

heart. The tincture is a ready and, in some

cases, most convenient form for exhibiting it;

but it has these great drawbacks, it forms a very

unpleasant combination with iron, and its taste

is objectionable—a great disadvantage where it is

desirable that the patient continue the medicine

for some considerable time. Where the patient

is not anaemic, it is most convenient to prescribe

the tincture, in a bitter infusion if the appetite

is defective, or, if necessary, with chloric aether,

sorpentaria, or other diffusible stimulant.

The most convenient form for general use is

the powder. Of digitaline I cannot speak from

experience. Of course, when prescribed along

with iron, it will combine with it in the stomach;

but that is of no great consequence. Chronic

disease of the heart is commonly accompanied,

probably as results, by constipated bowels, fre-

quently great disengagement of gas, and, in a

great proportion of cases, by more or less gastric

catarrh. It is convenient, therefore, often to

prescribe it along with sulphate of iron—one of

the best preparations of iron, while its astrin-

gency acts favorably on the stomach—a little

powdered capsicum in the watery extract of aloes,

pil. aloe et myrrh, and extract of gentian (all of

which form good pill-masses, and this is no small

matter in encouraging the practitioner in the use

of pill medicines), according as the bowels re-

quire. Do not let the reader be tempted, if a

little brisker purgative is required, co mix pil.

col. comp. with iron, if he wishes ever to see the

mass in actual pills, but use a little pulv. scam,

co., or a little gamboge. Sulphate of iron, to be

easily used in a pill-mass, requires to be well

dried, either in an oven or before a hot fire, so as

to become anhydrous. This combination I have

found to be far the most convenient of all forms

of exhibiting digitalis, both as regards the

patient's requirements and also its easy adminis-

tration. As a pill, something like this—R. pulv.

digitalis, gr. xv. ; fer. sulph. exsicc, gr. x'xx.;

pulv. capsici, gr. xv. ; ext. al. aquos., q. s. in pil.

xxx. div.—is desirable; and a pill should be

taken after dinner and another meal, at the

patient's or your option. The pills are well

digested, and cause no inconvenience if taken

about half an hour after a meal. This form of

using digitalis obviates the necessity of the

patient twice a day rebelling against its unplea"

sant taste, and also does not cause any gastric

derangement, which the tincture is charged with

doing sometimes, though a free use of it has

only brought one case, where it might possibly

be blamed, under the writer's notice. In some

cases it might seem desirable to administer the

tincture in a bitter infusion before the food, and

the iron after food—restorative remedies acting

most powerfnlly when digested along with the

food.

In conclusion, let me say that a free, fair, and

impartial trial of digitalis, in atonic conditions

of the heart, is most desirable, as, if the above-

announced view of it be correct, it is an agent

which stands alone in our pharmacopoeia, and

holds out hopes to the suffering patient which no

other remedy can supply. Let the trial be as

general as possible, if conviction is to be gener-

ally attained, in the present state of medical

thought on the subject, whether the newer views

be substantiated or not. It certainly will some-

times be a trial of the practitioner's moral cour-

age to prescribe it, with the old idea as to its se-

dative action to deter him. But let him not be

afraid, since Sir. H. Holland wrote : "The en-

larged and flaccid heart, though, on first view, it

might seem the least favorable for the use of

the medicine, is, perhaps, not so." The idea

as to its tonic action has constantly been grow-

ing, till I venture to say, that the thinner the

muscular walls of the heart, the feebler their

action, and, probably, even the more degener-

ate their structure, the more imperative the ne-

cessity for digitalis.
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Cases of Syphilis Treated without Mercury.

Dr. Charles R. Drysdale and Mr. Robert W.
Dunn, M. R. C. S., read at the Harveian Society,

London, on March 18, 1869, the following cases:

Case 1. Charlotte D., aged 16, seen by Dr.

Drysdale August 2d, 1863, with roseola, alope-

cia, and enlarged posterior cervical glands. Had

felt a small sore on the vulva a month or so

before, which healed of itself. Patient com-

plained of pains in the head. To take the fol-

lowing mixture of chlorate of potash.

R. Pota^pse chloratis, gr. v.

Acidi hydrochlorici dil., TIT v.

Aquae, gj.

Ft. haustus ter diesumendus.

Under this treatment the disease progressed

favorably. She had slight angina, which was

treated by a chlorate of potash gargle. By the

month of October, 1863, the roseola had disnp-

peared, and she was in very good health. The

patient was pregnant at the time.

Case 2. T. P., a young man, aged 20, father of

Charlotte D's child, and subsequently her hus-

band, came soon after the appearance of Char

lotte. He was suffering from gonorrhoea and a

scaly syphilitic eruption, sore throat, enlarged

posterior cervical glands and inguinal glands.

Treated by the chlorate of potash mixture, he

lost all of his symptoms in about two months.

The child with which Charlotte D. was pregnant

was born at full time, but only lived seven weeks.

It was said to have died of convulsions. Char-

lotte D., in the year 1865, then in excellent

health, brought her second child to be seen by

Dr. Drysdale, then five months old. No trace

of syphilis was seen on this child, and although

it, as well as both of its parents, have been un-

der observation since that date, no further traces

of the disease have been remarked in any of

them. Such cases are, of course, of themselves

sufficient to demonstrate that, contrary to the

doctrine of John Hunter and his school, syphi-

lis tends to wear itself out in many constitutions

in about a year and a half or two years.

Case 3. Mary B
,
aged 13, came under the

care of Mr. R. W. Dunn, July 10th, 1865.

When first seen, she complained of painful mic-

turition, discharge, and pain in the labia majora,

which, on inspection, were observed to be much
swollen and enlarged. Aug. 17th. She had a

discharging bubo in the left groin; labia much
swollen, and painful micturition continued

;
ap-

petite bad; pulse 110; poultices to bubo; ammo-
nia and bark fomentations to labia. August

24th. Groin still discharging; pulse 110; roseola

over the body; bark and nitric acid; poultices to

groin. Aug. 31st. Angina and roseola; gargar-

isina potassae ; riss-medicinam. Sept. 7th. Rash

paler; throat better. 14th. Psoriasis syphilitica

on face, legs, and arms; repeat same medicine.

21st. Cervical glands greatly enlarged.

R. Tinct. ferri perchlorid., I^y.

Aquae, t. d.

26th. Complained of pain in right arm and

elbow-joint; glands in the neck enlarged and

painful; rash fading; repeat. Oct. 25th. Cer-

vical glands still much enlarged; repeat. Nov.

10th. Skin

the limbs.

R.

hot and dry; pulse 120; pains in

Liq. ammoniae acetatis, .^iij.

Ammon. spsqui-carb., gr. xij.

iEtheris chloric,

Aquae, Jvj.

d. s.

Nov. 30th. Much better; only a few spots on

face; cervical glandular enlargements nearly

gone; to take cod-liver oil and venum ferri.

Jan. 5th, 1866. Complained of pains in limbs; a

few spots still seen on the face; to have change

of air, and live well. April, 1866, looked quite

well—indeed, the picture of health—and said she

had not felt so well for years; a few cervical

glands still enlarged. In 1867, she was quite

well, with no relapse; and in 1868, continued

quite well, without any relapse. In this case

the space of one year was sufficient to remove

all symptoms in what at first seemed a severe

case, and apparently without any probability of

a relapse taking place.

Case 4. Emma P., aged 24, was seen first by
Dr. Drysdale, February 10th, 1864, with ulcers

and mucous tubercles on the soft palate, and ro-

seola on the trunk and limbs. This was a very

slight case. She was treated by means of gar-

gles of chlorate of potash, and a mixture con-

taining the same ingredients, until the month of

April, 1864, when, all symptoms having left her,

she came no more for a time. She has repeatedly

been seen since that time, but without any symp-

toms of specific nature being remarked. In Jan-

uary, 1868, she attended with toothache, and at

that time was free from all symptoms of syphilis.

This patient had been married for some years,

but had no children, nor had had any miscar-

riages.

Case 5. Catherine C, aged 24. April 25th,

1864, with stains of cafe-au-lait color on face and
breast, and spots of psoriasis on thighs. Was
under treatment for these symptoms for a space

of four and a half months. The treatment con-

sisted of gargle and mixture of chlorate of potash.
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The eruption, though far more tedious than that

of Case 4, gradually disappeared. The patient

was seen in 1866, in excellent health, by Dr
Drysdale, no relapse having occurred.

Case 6. John L., aged 17; seen first by Mr.

Dunn, on the 24th June, 1864, with sore on the

penis, very slightly, if at all indurated; but with

multiple enlargement of the inguinal glands.

Treated by means of a mixture of chlorate of

potash, the sore soon healed up, and he left for

a time. Sept, 8th, 1864, he returned, with a

scaly, syphilitic eruption over the body, face,

and extremities. Treated by chlorate of potash

mixture. Sept. 26th. Sore throat; ulceration of

the tongue. Repete medicinam, and use an

tringent gargle. Oct. 24th. Discharged without

any further symptoms. No relapse since that date.

The Case of Superfetation.

The late intelligence concerning the singular

birth at Schliewen, in Prussia, is to the effect

that the child was brought by special request

before the Natural History Society of Dantzic,

but as the case gave rise to debate, the mother

was persuaded to go to Berlin for medical advice,

and we have from the latter city Dr. Donitz's

description of the phenomenon. The tumor has

a lobed exterior, covered with normal skin, which
here and there shows thin black ha'r half an

inch long. The movements are from 30 to 40

per minute, and are rather stronger while the

child is asleep than when it is awake. They
make an impression as if caused by the sudden

drawing of chords stretched within the tumor,

from the os sacrum out towards the furrows be-

tween the swellings of the surface. At the same

time the bulbous swellings are more tightly

stretched, and stand out more fully. In the

interval between two such movements, the sur-

face is observed in separate places to rise and

fall wave-like or worm-like. All these motions

occur in the same place, and most strikingly in

the cleft between the two protuberances. They
occur, too, by fits and starts; and no connection

can be discovered between them and the respi-

ration, the pulse, the peristaltic movements, or

those of the broad and large fontanel. They are

also thoroughly independent of the child's mus-
cular exertion. Harder parts may be felt within

the tumor, which appear to be thickened cyst-

walls. Other cysts are thin-walled, and easy to

identify. Two theories concerning this phenome-
non are: that independent muscular cords are

actually stretched, as suggested above, and con-

tract without the will of the child; or that a

second, rudimentary nerve-system exists there,

contrary to our experience of sacral tumors*

Dr. DoNtTZ inclines to believe in the muscular
theory, as opposed to the foetal, although the

contractility of the muscles in similar cases has

not been observed.

A New Nosology.

The College of Physicians of London has re-

cently completed a new classification of diseases.

On a former occasion, says the Lancet, we
stated that the object sought to be attained was
the establishment of a uniform standard of com-

parison for statistical facts, collected not only in

our country, but various parts of the world, and

thus the more readily to aid in the discovery of

causes of disease through a common understand-

ing as to what each observer signifies, and to

what he refers in the use of particular names or

terms—to ensure, in truth, a complete agreement

in the comparison of diseases, and so the more

correctly to estimate the influence of varying

conditions of climate, age, sex, and the like. In

the nomenclature the English names are ranged

in parallel columns with the Latin equivalents

and corresponding terms in three modern lan-

guages. The definitions of diseases are framed

solely for the purpose of identification, and not

as explanatory of the phenomena of diseases.

The various maladies to which the body is sub-

ject are divided into general and local, and in

using the nomenclature, we first turn to the

index, which is most copious, occupying no less

than eighty pages, and the preparation of which

must have entailed immense labor. This duty,

together with that of secretary, devolved upon

Dr. Sibson, and his services in the matter call

for special recognition and commendation. "Well,

in the index we find names in Egyptian type,

Roman capitals, and italics; the latter are syn-

onyms, which are not to be employed in regis-

tration, but a special number refers to the place

where the correct name to be used will be found;

the Roman type is for the Latin names proper,

but those for common use are in Egyptian type.

Against each name to be used in registering a

disease a number is placed, indicating the page

where the disease in its legitimate position in

regard to others, and its definition when thought

necessary, are to be met with
;
and, if the num-

ber is without brackets, the exact head under

which the disease is to be registered. In the

body of the work it is directed that local mani-

festations of general disease are to be returned

amongst general diseases. When it is necessary

to specify any variety of disease, it is indicated

by being indented.
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Phenic Acid as a Febrifuge.

At a recent meeting of the Academy of Sci-

ences of Paris, M. Clerseul communicated on

the part of M. Calvert, a note on the employ-

ment of phenic acid as a febrifuge superior to

quinine. In a little town of the Island of

Maurice, during the months of December, 1867,

and January, 1868, in a population of 900 in-

habitants 300 suffered from typhoid fever, and

41 died. Phenic acid was employed to disinfect

the sewers and cesspools in the town, and for

sprinkling with a weak solution the alleys and

passages. The fever disappeared rapidly, and

three months afterwards, in the report of Dr.

Gower, it was established that from the 17th of

February, when the use of the phenic acid was

established, to the 1st of April, only two deaths

took place, both of them in the first fortnight.

Dr. Tessier universally treats his cases in the

island by the same means, and with wonderful

success. For example:

"After the administration, from June 7th, to

a Creole attacked with intermittent fever, for

seven days, of doses of quinine, the fever was
arrested, but reappeared on July 1st, and, de-

spite the repet ; tion of the treatment, with the

addition of salts of iron and extract of cassia,

no good result was obtained.

"Dr. Tessier then injected under the skin

three-quarters of a grain of pure acid, dissolved

in twenty drops of water, and the fever disap-

peared. A second injection was, as a precaution,

made on the 12th, and the fever never returned.

Twenty-seven patients submitted to the same
treatment obtained the same happy results."

Drs. Barraut and Tessier consider that these

results demonstrate that intermittent fevers are

due to the presence of microscopic ferments,

animal or vegetable, in the blood.— Union Medi-

cate,,

Wharton's Modification of Teale's Method of

Amputation by Rectangular Flap.

At the meeting of the Surgical Society of Ire-

land on Friday, the March 19, Mr. Stokes read a

paper advocating the substitution of Mr. Whar-
ton's modification of the late Mr. Teale's ampu
tation of the thigh by the rectangular flap. He
noticed the several modifications of the operation

which had been recommended by Spence, Car-

den, and others. He enumerated the objections

to Mr. Teale's method when applied to thigh

amputations. They were the great extent of cut

surface it necessitated, the longitudinal incision

through the muscle, and the high division of the

bone. He considered Mr. Wharton's modifica-

tion of the operation obviated these objections,

and entered at length into all the points which

had been urged against it. He cited Dieffev-

bach's authority in low division of the bone in

amputation of the thigh, whose words might be

freely rendered, " Danger increases by the inch."

He had adopted Mr. Wharton's method in a case

of amputation of the thigh for extensive lupoid

ulceration of the leg and foot, and he exhibited

the patient when the meeting had adjourned.

The stump was an excellent one; and, although

there was not the same amount of soft loose

cushion covering the end of the bone as we have

seen in cases of Teale's amputation, this would

be comparatively unimportant, and not to be

weighed for one moment against the increased

loss of bone, implying increased risk, in the

latter operation. The subject gave rise to an in-

teresting discussion.

—

Brit. Med. Journal.

Reviews and Book Notices,

NOTES ON BOOKS.

The "Annual Report of the Directors and

Wardens of the Ohio Penitentiary" for 1868, a

pamphlet of 112 pages, illustrates, among other

things, the careless arrangement of some very

important public buildings. Between the 1st

and 10th of last August, nearly four hundred

inmates were under treatment for gastric irrita-

tions, brought on, as Dr. Norman Gay, the phy-

sician, pointed out, by nothing else than the foul

air of the cells.

An interesting discourse was read by Edward
Parrish at the opening of the new hall of the

College of Pharmacy in this city, last October.

It has since been printed by the Trustees. The

subject is the origin and early history of the Col-

lege, and as a "local," it is worth the attention

of collectors.

Two republications of no fe are the article on

Vesico-Vaginal Fistule without the Aid of As-

sistants, by Dr. Nathan Bozeman, of New York;

and the elaborate essay of Dr. Nathan Allen,

of Lowell, on the Intermarriage of Relations,

first published in the Quarterly Journal of Psy-

chological Medicine.

Dr. A. D. Rockwell, already favorably known
by the attention he has given to the therapeutic

action of electricity, has recently published a

paper, read last November, before the New York

Academy of Medicine, on the Treatment of Par-

alysis by Electrization, with an explanation of a

new Galvanic apparatus.

Dr. Louis Bauer is out in a rejoinder to Dr.
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Sayre's paper entitled, "A New Operation for

Artificial Hip-joint in Bony Anchylosis/' which

contained some allegations unfavorable to Dr.

B. The points are well met.

The Valedictory Address to the Graduating

Class of the School of Medicine of the University

of Maryland, by Mr. S. T. Wallis, has been

published in very neat shape by the Faculty.

(Kelly & Piet, Bait.)

We further acknowledge the receipt of the fol-

lowing pamphlets:

Fourteenth Annual Report of the Northern

Ohio Lunatic Asylum.

Report of the Butler Hospital for the Insane,

Providence, R. I.

Report of the Pennsylvania Hospital for the

Insane. 1868.

Twenty-sixth Report of New York State Luna

tic Asylum.

First Annual Report of the New York Ortho-

paedic Dispensary.

First Report of* the St. Mary's Hospital of

Philadelphia

Annual Report of the Board of Trustees of

the Public Schools of Louisville, Ky.

Forty-sixth Annual Report of the Mercantile

Library Company of Philadelphia.

Report of the Board of Health of the City and

County of Philadelphia for 1868.

worth careful perusal. The proceedings are also

full of interest.

Proceedings of the American Pharmaceutical

Association, at the Sixteenth Annual Meeting,

held at Philadelphia, Pa.. September, 1868.

Philadelphia: 1 vol., pp. 506.

This volume is perhaps the most valuable of

the always valuable reports of the American

Pharmaceutical Association. It should have as

wide a circulation among both druggists and

physicians as, say, the U. S. Dispensatory. "We

are not, and never have been friends of those

members of our profession who advocate the re-

legation of all that concerns the compounding

and preparing of medicines to the apothecary.

This is one of the reasons why the prevalent su-

perstition about the action of medicine has arisen.

Let physicians study drugs as they study dis-

eases, and this scepticism will diminish. But to

return to the volume before us.

It contains the minutes of the meeting, the

reports of the standing committees, special re-

ports and essays, and an appendix. Among the

essays there are several of very great therapeu-

tical interest. That of Dr. Squibb on Carbolic

Acid, on Suppositories by C. L. Eberle, on Hy-

drarg. cum Creta by J. P. Remington, etc., are

A Handbook of Uterine Therapeutics, and of

Diseases of Women. By Edward John Tilt.
Second American Edition, thoroughly revised

and amended. New York : D. Appleton & Co.
1869. 1 vol., 8vo., cloth, pp. 343. Price, $4.00.

Dr. Tilt is well known to American reader?,

by several excellent works on the diseases and

hygyiene of women, and no one of his works is

worthy of higher praise than this. We can

confidently promise any one that buys it, that he

will be entirely satisfied with his bargain.

The points that it embraces are the surgical

appliances and modes of examination in such

diseases, uterine dietetics and home treatment,

tonics, sedatives, the antiphlogistict treatment,

caustics, emmenagogues, haemostatics, specifics,

uterine misplacements, and treatment of uterine

complications and sterility.

The author is thoroughly master of his subject,

and in style he is one of the most agreeable of

the English medical writers.

What we wish to dwell on with particular

emphasis is the fact which appears in the pre-

face, that this edition was supervised by the

author himself for the American market, at the

request of the publisher, Mr. Appleton, and is

not stolen property, as most of the other English

medical works published in this country are.

A Conspectus of the Medical Sciences; compris-

ing Manuals of Anatomv, Physiologv, Chem-
istry, Materia Medica, Practice of Medicine,

Surgery, and Obstetrics, for the use of Stu-

dents. By Henry Hartshorne, A.M.,M. D.,

etc. With 310 Illustrations. Philadelphia:

H. C. Lea. 1869. 1 vol., 12mo., pp. 1002.

Price, $4.50 cloth, $5.25 sheep.

This manual, in size, plan and appearance, is

not unlike the "Neill & Smith," which is doubt-

less well known to many of our readers, as a

remarkably convenient book to "cram" with,

when preparing to go before army boards, and

such tribunals. It is the composition of several

hands, as Dr. Hartshorne informs us in the

preface. From a somewhat hasty examination

of its contents, they seem well prepared for the

purpose in view; and it is a convenient and

useful manual for the student preparing for his

examination.

Such books have their place, and do not merit

the severity of criticism they have received in some

quarters. But we need hardly iterate the remark,

that the student or the graduate who makes such

books as this the chief works in his library, is

preparing for himself disappointment and dis-

grace.
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Judical mi £urgtral gorier,

PHILADELPHIA, MAY 1, 1869.

S. W. BUTLER, M.D., & p. G. BRINTON, M. D., Editors.

Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Corre*pondenoe
News, etc. etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

4Sf To insure publication, articles must be practical

brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

We particularly value tbe practical experience of coun-
try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfully belongs to the profession.

NOW FOR A CLEAN AND HEALTHY CITY.

Time was when the streets of Philadelphia

were as proverbial for their cleanliness as the

city was for its healthfullness. Cleanliness and

health are so closely allied that the absence of

one, almost necessarily includes the absence of

the other. The spasmodic efforts made every

spring to "clean the streets" of our large cities

in anticipation of the advent of summer-heat

with its accompanying epidemics, shows a slight,

though not very intelligent appreciation on the

part of our municipal authorities of its impor-

tance to the public weal. We say, not very in-

telligent, for winter has its epidemics too, and

there is as much necessity for keeping a clean

city during the winter as during the summer
months ; and it is not the streets alone that should

be kept clean, but the lanes and alleys, back

yards, open lots, houses and people. The process

of cleansing should be continuous, not spasmodic.

Filth should not accumulate during six months

of the year, and then the reeking piles opened

just on the advent of hot weather, to diffuse their

foul miasms through the atmosphere, to the detri-

ment of the health of the community.

We are glad that by a recent law of the Legisla-

ture it is made the duty of the Board of Health of

this city to supervise the cleansing of its streets

and houses. That is just where the work properly

belongs. We believe the Board has great power
in the premises, and trust it will not be back-

ward about using it. There are, very properly,

several medical men on this Board, and their

brethren will look to them to exert their influ-

ence in every way to promote the health, and by
consequence, the happiness and wealth of their

fellow-citizens.

THE ADMINISTRATION OF CHLORO-
FORM.

Dr. A. M. Rosebrugh recently read before the

medical section of the Canadian Institute an essay

on a new method which he had employed of ad-

ministering chloroform. The essay has been

published by Wm. Wood & co., of X. Y., and we

take from it the following exposition of the

author's views.

"My method of administering: chloroform is as

follows :—The patient is placed on his back either

on a couch or table, and a linen napkin is placed

over the face, so that one thickness only covers

it. A two drachm vial is filled with chloroform;

an assistant observes the pulse, and holds the

wa fch in such a position that the administrator

may see the second hand. The administrator

assumes a convenient position at the head of the

patient, and, everything being ready, with the

left hand he raises the napkin so that it does not

touch the nose, about one-and-a-half inches from

the mouth. The chloroform is now carefully

dropped upon the napkin, over the mouth, a defi-

nite number of drops being allowed to fall per

minute, commenceing with a minimum quantity

and gradually increasing until, in the third min-

ute, the maximum quantity is reached. One-

third the maximum dose is given during the

first minute, and two-thirds during the second.

The maximum dose should be continued from two

to six minutes, according to the effect of the anaes-

thetic upon the patient, and the degree of narco-

tism desired. Where it is necessary to keep up

the narcotism for a length of time, the maximum
quantity of chloroform may be repeated occasion-

ally (as often as the condition of the patient may
seem to require) or about one-half the maximum
quantity may be administered continuously.

To adults, I have given more than 35 drops

per minute, as a maximum dose; 30 drops per

minute, I have found in most cases to be suffL

cient. For children 11 or 12 years of age, 1 have

found that a maximum quantity of 18 drops per

minute is sufficient. For children from 7 to 9

years of age, about 15 drops a minute is sufficient.

Children about 5 years of age require from 8 to

10 drops a minute. In all cases about one-third

the maximum dose is given the first minute; and

two- thirds the second minute; the maximum dose

never being reached until the third minute from

the commencement of the inhalation.*

* 1 have recently administered the bichloride of methy-

lene guttatim in two cases; and find that the maximum
dose is from 35 to 40 drops per minute. In one of the

cases (an adult), narcotism was induced in fifteen minutes,

by administering thirty drops per minute.
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When chloroform is administered by this

method, I find that in almost every case there is

entire absence of excitement or struggling on

the part of the patient. As a rule, the patients

pass quietly under its influence as if they were

falling asleep naturally. Children pass under

its influence usually without objecting to the ad-

ministration. And, moreover, I have never in

any case, observed that peculiar tremor which is

said to mark the commencement of complete nar-

cotism. Another feature in this method of ad-

ministering chloroform is the very small quantity

of chloroform required to produce complete nar-

cotism. I seldom require in any case to admin-

ister more than one drachm, unless the nature of

the operation require its re- administration."

THE N. Y. INEBRIATE ASYLUM.
This admirably managed institution, under

the judicious superintendence of Dr. A. Day,

makes a most favorable report of progress this

year. The glowing words of hope uttered by

its founders and early friends have nestled in

the hearts of nobly thinking men, until they

have come to a full fruition in the establshing of

this institution, one of the noblest monuments of

the civilization of the age.

Of the two hundred and twenty-eight patients

discharged from the Asylum since the 1st of

May, 1867, one hundred and thirteen appear to

have permanently reformed,' after a single pro-

bationary trial. Satisfactory reports of the con-

dition of these have reached the Superintendent

through the medium of correspondence addressed

to him, either by the men themselves or by their

friends.

Eleven have fallen after a first trial, and four

after a second; but returning and clinging to

the Asylum, these likewise have triumphed in

the end.

Of sixty-eight there are no certain tidings,

nor any means of ascertaining their present

condition; but as many of these were in a highly

favorable state of physical and moral health

when they left, we may confidently suppose

that at least one-third of the number have re-

formed.

Twenty-five may be set down as failures and

incorrigible. No word of cheering assurance

has come from themselves or their friends. Only

four have died ; and three have been discharged

insane.

Of the latter class of cases it is remarked that

the drunkenness is as like to be the conse

quence as the cause of the insanity, which is

often merely developed from a latent form by

the repeated excitements of debauch.

Youth is an unfavorable condition; so, espe-

cially, is a giddy frivolity of mind on the one

hand, or dullness on the other.

It is hard work to impress upon the puerile

or the stupid that solemn sense of the situa-

tion—the danger and the responsibility—with-

out which they must remain deaf to the voice

of warning, and defiant to the claims of affec-

tion. We sincerely hope that the excellence of

this institution will become generally known.

It will thus become the salvation of thousands

who otherwise are doomed to that worst of

ends—the drunkard's death.

MEDICAL SOCIETY OF STATE OP PENN-
SYLVANIA.

The twentieth annual meeting of the Medical

society of this State will be held in Erie, com-

mencing Wednesday, June 9th; it is earnestly

hoped that there will be a large attendance. We
believe it is the first time a meeting has been

held in Erie, and we trust that the profession of

that section of the State will be so stimulated by

the fact, as to present inducements to the society

to visit them again. Let them greet the society

with full delegations, and a rich literary feast.

Of material feasting, let there be as little as

may be, without destroying the sociable feature

of these meetings.

Arrangements have been made by which dele-

gates will be returned free, on the several lines

of railway.

Let there be a large attendance.

Horse Flesh as Pood.

In spite of the ardor of horse-flesh-eating socie-

ties, public dinners where you could eat horse

steaks and hear enthusiastic political economists

laud the use of this new article of food for the

million, it has not very well succeeded, even in

Paris. The patrons of cheap restaurants seem

inclined to treat the flesh of that useful animal

very much as, according to Mr. Dana, the sailors

do, in the verse he gives in one of his travels.
" The sailors, they do me despise,

They turn me over and damn my eyes,

Cat off my meat, and pick my bones,

And pitch the rest to Davy Jones."

During the year 1868 there were slaughtered

in Paris 2400 horses. About 40 per cent, of

these were sold to cheap restaurants, and about

10 per cent, to the poor. But even the poorest

ouvriers and chiffoniers have a great aversion to

its use, and nothing but ignorance or dire neces-

-ity obliges them to accept it.
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Notes and Comments
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THERAPEUTICAL BULLETIN.*
Compiled by Grco. H. Napheys, M.D.

No. 11.

This column will contain each week a collection of the

Recipes, remarkable for their novelty and elegance, now
in use by prominent practitioners, as recommended by
them in recent lectures at College and Hospital Clinic?,

and at meetings of Medical Societies, in newly published

monographs and systematic treatises, and in the current

medical periodicals of this country and Europe. It will

include formulae for hypodermic injections, for inhala-

tions, for rectal and vaginal suppositories, for ointments,

lotions, collyria, etc., etc.

The selection will be such that each prescrip'ion will

commend itself, both by its intrinsic merit", and by the

authority of the name of the phy. ician by whom origi-

nated or employed. It is designed to give only the latest

and best approved therapeutical expression? of the pro-

fession—to afford a periscope of the remedial measures

resorted to by eminent living physicians.

It is proposed, hereafter, to classify these formulae, and

issue them in book form.

In reply to inquiries from correspondents in

regard to formulae for the use of carbolic acid,

this week's bulletin is devoted to recipes for the

external and internal employment of this now

popular remedy.

Carbolic Acid Formula:.

Henry L. Burton, M. D., Somerville, Tenn.

83. R. Acidi carbolici, gr. viij.

Aquoe, f-^iv. M.

Saturate a piece of lint with this solution, and

employ as a constant application to chancres.

The parts should also be freely touched, after

having been thoroughly cleansed, with crystal-

lized carbolic acid, at intervals of two or three

days. The crystallized acid will be found equal

to other caustics in the treatment of syphilitic

warts.

Surgeon C. J. Cleburne, U. S. N.

84. R. Acidi carbolici, gr. viij—xx.

Glycerinae,

Aqu ce, aa f.^ ij . M.
Use as an injection for gonorrhoea. The pre-

paration which should be used is the crystallized

acid of Merck, or the chemically pure article of

Calvert. The liquid carbolic acid, in the pro-

portion of two to five drops to the ounce of water,

gives pain and seems to aggravate the symptoms.

Dr. Cleborne has also employed this remedy in

* Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year

1869, by Geo. H. Naphkys. M.D , in the Clerk's office of

the District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylva-

nia.

N. B. This copyright is not intended to prevent medi-

cal journals publishing these articles, bat only their be-

ing issued in book form.

the treatment of boils, whitlows, and abscespe".

After making a free opening so soon as fluctua-

tion could be detected, and when all the pus had

been discharged by gentle pressure, he injected

or swabbed out the cavity with the ordinary

liquid carbolic acid of the shops, after which

a water dressing was applied. By this treat-

ment further suppuration was prevented, and the

wound healed so rapidly that the patient re-

turned to duty in two or three days. In some

cases, after evacuating the pus and using the

acid, he drew the edges of the wound together

with isinglass plaster, and in twenty-four hours

it entirely healed.

J. M. DaCosta, Iff. D.

85. R. Acidi carbolici fluidi, m. xxiv.

Glycerinas

Aquae, ua f.^iss.

Teaspoonful ter die, in diabetes.

W. Kempster, M. D., Utica, N. Y.

Inhalation.

86. R. Acidi carbolici, gr. j.—v.

Aquae, f. %].

For inhalation by means of a steam spray pro-

ducer. It not only relieves the fetor, but, in the

course of two or three inhalations, changes the

character of the disease in catarrhal or bronchial

affections. For the first few inhalations, the pa-

tients should inhale the vapor for ten minutes at

a time, both morning and evening, of the strength

of Sr - j-

—

care being taken that they do not

leave the warm atmosphere for a half hour after

each inhalation. The solution may be increased

to gr. v.—f 5j., or even more.

Gargle.

87. R. Acidi carbolici, gr. viij.

Aquae, £Jiv.

Use as a gargle in scarlatina. In cases of

common sore throat it is also found to answer

admirably, having the advantage over the ordi-

nary potassa gargles of relieving the bad taste

and foul breath.

88. R. Acidi carbolici, gr. j.

Aquae, f.fj.

This is the strength of the standard house so-

lution in the State Lunatic Asylum at Utica. New
York. Of this a dessertspoonful is given ter die,

in cases of sluggishness of the bowels accompa-

nied by offensive breath. Diarrhoea produced by

eating unripe fruit or other articles which pr< -

mote fermentation, is relieved by combining a

drachm or two of the solution with the usual

remedies. When a fetid smell emanates from

the cutaneous surface, order a warm bath, and

then wash the surface with a solution—gr. v. to

f-3j.
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In the treatment of bed sores, Dr. Kempster

derives great benefit from the use of a solution

of carbolic acid (gr. xv. to f.gj). It cleanses the

surface of the ulcer, and stimulates normal gran-

ulations.

89. R. Acidi carbolici, gr. v.

Cerati simplicis, ^j.

This ointment corrects the odor attendant on

cancerous discharges. It is also recommended

for overcoming the fetid perspiration from the

axillae or feet. An ointment of twice the strength

destroys the acari scabiei, pediculi capitis, et id

genus omne. For tinea capitis in an advanced

stage, the hair should be cut short, and the entire

scalp washed with a solution of the acid (gr. ij.

to f.^j.) four times a day. After the washing

has been continued for a week, the above oint-

ment, or a glycerolate of the same strength, is

applied.

Prof. Joseph Lister, University of Glasgow.

90. R. Aoidi carbolici (cryst), 1 part.

Olei lini bullientis, 4 parts. M.

This solution is used in treating abscesses, to

guard against the introduction of living particles

from without. A piece of rag from four to six

inches square is dipped in the oily mixture and

laid upon the skin where the incision is to be

made. The lower edge of the rag being then

raised, while the upper edge is kept from slip-

ping by an assistant, a common scalpel or bis-

toury, dipped in the oil, is plunged into the cavity

of the abscess, and an opening about three-fourths

of an inch in length, is made, and the instant the

knife is withdrawn, the rag is dropped upon the

skin as an antiseptic curtain, beneath the edge

of which the pus flows out into a vessel placed

to receive it. The cavity of the abscess is firmly

pressed, so as to force out all existing pus as

nearly as may be, (the old fear of doing mischief

by rough treatment of the pyogenic membrane

being quite ill-founded,) and if there be much

oozing of blood, or if there be a considerable

thickness of parts between the abscess and the

surface, a piece of lint, dipped in the antiseptic

oil, is introduced into the incision, to check bleed-

ing and prevent primary adhesion, which is other-

wise very apt to occur. The intreduction of the

lint is effected as rapidly as may be, and under

the protection of the antiseptic rag. Thus the

evacuation of the original contents is accom-

plished with perfect security against the intro-

duction of living germs. This, however, would

be of no value, unless an antiseptic dressing

could be applied, that would effectually prevent

the decomposition of the streams of pus con-

stantly flowing out beneath it. After numerous

experiments, Prof. Lister has succeeded with the

following, which may be relied upon as abso-

lutely trustworthy. About six teaspoonfuls of

the above mentioned solution of carbolic acid, in

boiled linseed oil, are mixed up with common
whitening, (carbonate of lime), to the consistence

of firm paste, which is in fact glazier's putty,

with the addition of a little carbolic acid. This

is spread upon a piece of sheet block tin, about

six inches square ; or common tin foil will answer

equally well, if strengthened with adhesive plas-

ter to prevent it from tearing, and in some

instances it is preferable from its adapting itself

more readily to the shape of the part affected.

The putty should form a layer of about one-

quarter of an inch thick. It replaces the anti-

septic rag. It is secured by adhesive plaster,

the lowest edge being left free for the escape of

the discharge into a folded towel placed over.it,

and secured by a bandage. The dressing is

changed, as a general rule, once in twenty-four

hours.

Thomas Hillier, M. D ,
Lond., F. R. C. P., re-

commends the adoption of Prof. Lister's plan

in the treatment of empyemia in children requir-

ing to be tapped.

Prof. Alfred S. Stille.

91. R. Acidi carbolici fluidi, gtt. xv—xx.

Tincturge conii, f.if i—ij.

Aquae, Oij. M.

For exhalation in laryngeal and pharyngeal

diseases, such as enlargement of the follicles and

ulceration. Also in chronic bronchitis, both in

the simple form and in that which usually com-

plicates the advanced stages of phthisis. It

diminishes secretion. Alcohol may be substi-

tuted for the tincture of conium.

For ointment of carbolic acid by Dr. Da Costa,

see Bulletin of March 20th, (p. 234); for inha-

lation, by Dr. John Forsyth Meigs, see Bulletin

No. 6, (p. 248.)

Fees in Contagious Diseases.

In Prussia the fee-bill of physicians is fixed

by law, and has been time out of mind. In its

revision in 1815, it was decided that a physician

attending a contagious disease should have his

honorarium doubled, and that a surgeon operat-

ing on a contagious disease should have his fee

increased one-half. In the case of a bite of a

mad dog, he could, on cutting out the wound,

charge even ten times his ordinary amount.

Some such arrangement would be a good one

with us. A doctor should not be asked to risk
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his life and his time for the same paltry sum
that he gets for an ordinary visit.

Medical Men in High Office.

Dr. A. Van Aernam, of New York, replaces

Br. C. C. Cox as Commissioner of Pensions un-

der the General Goverment, and Dr. Wilmer
Worthington, of West Chester, in this State,

has received the appointment of Appraiser at this

port.

These are two excellent appointments. Dr.

Van Aernam was Brigade Surgeon for a long

time in the Eleventh Army Corps; and the ser-

vices and high character of Dr. Worthington
are too well known to need comment.

A Villainous Book.

A German in Hanover, a man of learning, a

jurist and teacher, already somewhat known in

learned circles by two Latin historical essays,

has written a volume of nearly 200 pages, which
has found a publisher, and perhaps (we hope not

many) readers, his subject being—an apology for

pederasty! For obvious reasons we do not

give either author's name or title. It can only

be regarded as either the work of a man partially

insane, or the deliberate defence of a self convic

ted rascal. The style is good, the arrangement

methodical, and the learning with which the

author defends his position would be creditable

in any less nasty cause.

To us the most astonishing part of his volume

is the revelations he makes on certain societies

in Paris, London and Berlin, organized for the

purpose of this hideous and unnatural crime.

The author, let it be premised, stated that those

whom he calls urnings, i. e., pederasts, are divi-

ded into those who play the parts of women in

the sexual act, and those who enact their own
sex. The former dress as women in these socie-

ties, and are known by feminine names. At a

single masked bail in London, he asserts not less

than fifty of these female males were present; he

refers to a coffee-house where they resort by
dozens every night; in one of the London clubs,

which the author visited in 1868, the unnatural

vice was so common that those not addicted to it

were quite unpopular. The author without any
hesitation explains that he acts in such scenes

the feminine part. The motto of the book is at

once suggestive of the act. and the author's

views: " Introite! nam et hoc templum naturce

Prof. Czermak is building himself a labo-

ratory in Giessen.

[Vol. XX.

Correspondence.

DOMESTIC.

The Deliberations of Pharmacists,

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter:

In reading the account, in your journal, of the

proceedings of a meeting of the Philadelphia

druggists recently held to consider the "objec-

tionable Drug Bill," I was for the second time

struck with the remarkable manner in which the

associations of pharmacy and druggists consider

questions that have a bearing alike upon the

physician and druggist.

In the first instance I refer to the proceedings

of the last meeting of the American Pharmaceu-

tical Association, wherein they disposed of the

subject of the renewal of physicians' prescrip-

tions, as referred to them by the East River

Medical Association of New York. The pream-

ble and resolutions offered and adopted by a

unanimous vote in the Pharmaceutical Associa-

tion are, to use the mildest term, inconsistent

—

since their first resolution declares that they con-

sider themselves the "owner of the physician's

prescription once dispensed," and yet in the

next resolution it is declared that it is not within

the "province of the Association" to exercise one

of the chief, and I might say the fundamental

principle of ownership, viz., the power or will to

decline the refilling of a prescription that they

distinctly assert belongs to them. They, beyond

doubt, render the premises most untenable, and

lay themselves open to the suspicion that they

scarcely have as much confidence in their owner-

ship as the first glance at their title would sug-

gest.

Their ultimatum is rendered much weaker by
the attempt to qualify their position by the ad-

mission that they "regard the indiscriminate

renewal of prescriptions as neither just to the

physician nor patient," and that the practice of

this abuse "should be discouraged by all proper

means." Here they virtually admit the necessity

for correcting this practice, but that it should be

done by "proper means." What is the proper

means? What means are always resorted to

when a reform or a correction of a wide-spread

evil is indicated, but legislation of regularly

delegated and organized bodies? But the fact is,

there seems to be an almost universal tendency

on the part of the gentlemen of the drug profes-

sion to look upon all such questions as being

referred to them in a dictatorial spirit. This

feeling is surely without grounds. It is most
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freely admitted that physicians have no right to

dictate to the compounder of prescriptions, but

there should be a spirit of harmony cultivated

to act for the one great and good purpose, the

welfare of humanity, entrusted alike to the phy-

sician and druggist. There is no need for the

practitioner's cry as to the ownership of pre-

scriptions. What matters it who owns them?

It is a question of right, and the attainment of

that end which will be most conducive to the

safety of patients. This end seems best at-

tained by the method initiated by the East

Kiver Medical Association of New York, and

with which it is to be regretted that so learned

a body as the American Pharmaceutical Asso-

ciation does not only decline to cooperate, but

really seems to evade the entire question in a

technical way.

But with regard to the late meeting of the

Philadelphia druggists—the object of which, as

stated by the chairman, was the consideration of

the bill entitled, "An Act to prevent Adultera-

tion in Drugs and Medicinal Preparations," re-

cently laid before the Legislature—there seemed

to me a positive tendency of most of the gentle-

men present to totally ignore the prime object of

the meeting for the purpose of disclosing issues

most irrelevant to the subject in hand.

The President stated there was not a member

of the Drug Exchange—of which he is the pre-

siding officer
—" who had even heard that such

a bill was to be presented to the Legislature."

Whose fault was this? The fact was no secret;

it having been published in common with the

rest of the proceedings of the State Medical So-

ciety ; and hence this admission casts a reflection

upon the gentlemen themselves, in not keeping

posted on what concerns them so vitally. It is,

however, allowed that one druggist in the city

knew of it, he having had a letter addressed him

on the subject by a member of the State Senate,

thus literally having the matter thrust under his

notice.

It is not desirable to have any law passed that

will be inimical to respectable and honorable

druggists, and a law providing for an inspector

of drugs, it would seem, should be hailed with

welcome by a profession whose aim is to elevate

its character and perfect its standing. There is

no provision in the Act that calls for a super-

anuated physician to fill the post of Drug Inspec-

tor, nor is it probable that a superannuated physi-

cian could be found who would forego the life

habit of inspecting the pulse, etc., for the more

trying one of tasting, smelling, aud experiment-

ing with uncertain '

' Galenicals."

2

I have never been familiar with the universal

knowledge possessed by druggists (as one of the

gentlemen of the druggists' meeting alleges) that

many men, graduates in the medical profession,

could not distinguish "jalap from rhubarb."

The gentleman should define just who he means.

It is supposed, however, in justice to himself,

that he refers to the "disciples of sugar," who

are taught to abhor a knowledge of the crude

and impotentized drug. If we are wrong in our

supposition, we humbly suggest that a dose of

each be administered to the "graduates" he has

discovered until they "distinguish the differ-

ence."

The custom, wherever it exists, of paying a

per centage on prescriptions, ought to be dis-

countenanced by druggists. They could doubt-

less do it successfully, as they invariably make

one party to such a contract; and they may rest

assured they will have the hearty cooperation of

all organizations and societies of physicians.

In our remarks we do not wish to do injustice

to Professor Proctor and a few others who aimed

to have some measures taken that would estab-

lish the remedy for prevention of sale of adul-

terated drugs, and in conclusion, we say that it

is hardly to be thought that the physician who
writes a prescription for his patient has no right

to have a voice in any measure that gives him

assurance that pure drugs only will be used in

its preparation. W. H. D.

Bromide of Potassium in Threatened Abortion.

Editors of Medical and Surgical Reporter:

If you deem the following case of sufficient

interest, I would be pleased to lay it before the

profession, through the columns of your valuable

journal.

July 28th, 1868, I was called to see Mrs. W.,

(colored), a widow. She was about four months

advanced in pregnancy. Upon my arrival, I

found that she had all the symptoms of threat-

ened abortion, but the membranes were unrup-

tured. After close questioning, I succeeded in

eliciting the information, that for several days

past she had been drinking pretty freely of a

decoction made from the root of the cotton plant,

for the purpose of producing abortion. Being

upon the eve of accomplishing her purpose, and

the consequent suffering being rather severe, she

called in a physician near by, (I at the time

being absent from home), who pronounced the

foetus dead, and proceeded to administer pow-

dered ergot. Fortunately, the drug was inert,

and had no effect. To relieve the immediate

pain, he then administered tinct. opii, which
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acted promptly in quieting the symptoms. Not

profiting by her past suffering, she soon recom

menced the use of the decoction with a like

result. After a careful examination, I satisfied

myself that the foetus was yet living, and there

being considerable nervous excitation, I deter-

mined to try the effect of bromide of potassium.

I accordingly administered three doses of ten

grains each, at intervals of four hours, enjoining

perfect quiet, and prohibiting the use of the de-

coction. The result was a speedy and complete

relief of all the symptoms; and without any

farther trouble, or medication, she progressed

favorably, and was delivered at full term, of a

living male child.

I have also used successfully in one case, the

chlorate of potassa, and deem them both valua-

ble remedies, if used in time.

A. D. Boggs, M.D.

Creasote in Diphtheria. »

Editors Medical and Surgical Reporter:

In April, 1866, we published in Atlanta Medi-

cal and Surgical Journal, an article on the em-

ployment of "Creasote on Diphtheria;" since

that time we have still farther, experimented with

this therapeutical agent. Some two months ago

we were called on by Mr. W. H. H., of Atlanta,

Ga., to prescribe for his two smallest children

—

a boy and a girl,—aged about six and four years

laboring under pertussis. We prescribed a solu

tion of cochineal and carbonate of potassse

This afforded but little relief. Under these cir

cumstances, we done as we have always done

when we are called upon to treat an affection in

which all remedies heretofore employed have

failed in filling the indication, viz., to institute a

treatment not hitherto employed, we accordingly

made the following prescription: R. Creasoti,

gtt. viij.
;
aquas rosar., f.^iv. Allow them to inhale

this from the bottle frequently through the day,

and before retiring at night. This plan of treat-

ment was followed by immediate palliation of the

symptoms, and in four or five days my little

patients were well. I think that the immediate

application of this solution to the fauces by
means of the probang would prove more efficient.

The injection of a solution of about the above

strength, answers a better purpose than anything

else we have ever tried, in ascarides located in

the rectum, using half an ounce at each injection,

twice a day.

The other affections in which we find this

remedy answers a good purpose are, ulceration

following ptyalism; phagedenic chancre; syphi-

litic ulcerations of mouth, tongue and throat;

indolent ulcers; ulceration of mouth and neck of

womb; acute and chronic inflammation of the

same; uterine hemorrhage; gonorrhoea; taenia

capitis; herpes circinatus. Internally, we have

used it very successfully in the bloody discharges

of typhoid fever, as well as dysentery. Hoping

some of your many readers will give this remedy

a fair and impartial trial, and report as to its

efficacy, I remain, etc , J. J. Knott, M.D.
Shady Grove, Ga.

Case of Dislocated Shoulder.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reportbr:

The following case of dislocated shoulder oc-

curred in my practice recently, and I present the

particulars for the readers of your valuable jour-

nal.

Mrs. A., aged 65, while walking over some
loose boards in her door yard, caught her right

foot, and pitched forward, extending her right arm
to catch herself; but in so doing, dislocated the

shoulder, the head of the bone passing down into

the axilla. But little swelling had taken place when
I was called to the patient, about thirty minutes

after the accident; fearing some trouble in reduc-

ing it, on account of the body being so muscular,

I called the assistance of Dr. J., when the follow-

ing simple and effectual means were used for its

reduction. The patient was placed in a common
wooden chair, and one similar placed beside her,

when Dr. J., standing behind the lady, and put-

ting his foot in the vacant chair, and his right

knee under the dislocated humerus, grasping the

elbow with right hand, and manipulating the in-

jured shoulder with left
;
I also grasped the in-

jured arm near the elbow, and made extension in

direct line of the axis of the arm, the knee under
axilla serving as counter-extension. This proce-

dure was continued but for a moment, when with a

little twisting motion of the humerus, the bone was
replaced with a perceptible jar and snap. Tr.

arnica was applied to the shoulder, and the arm
done up in handkerchief bandage ; but little swell-

ing and pain followed, and patient had a rapid

recovery. J. M. Downs, M. D.

Cape May, New Jersey.

There are at present in the medical

school at Zurich, eight young women studying

medicine, of Russian and English birth. Profes-

sor Kapp has been so much pleased with this,

that he is preparing to institute a higher school
for girls intending to enter the university.

—

(Madchen gymnasium.)

Professor Von Gr^efe is recreating him-
self and rebuilding his constitution by traveling
in Italy. So is Liebig.
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National Convention for the Kevision of the

United States Pharmacopoeia.

At the meeting of the Convention, held in May
1860, the following resolutions were adopted :

" 1. The President of this Convention shall, on
the first day of May, 1869, issue a notice, re

questing the several incorporated State Medical
Societies, the incorporated Medical Colleges, the

incorporated Colleges of Physicians and Sur-

geons, and the incorporated Colleges of Pharmacy
throughout the United States, to elect a number
of delegates not exceeding three, to attend a

general convention to be held at Washington on
the first Wednesday in May, 1870.

"2. The several incorporated bodies, thus ad-

dressed, shall also be requested by the President
to submit the Pharmacopoeia to a careful revision,

and to transmit the result of their labors, through
their delegates or through any other channel to

the next convention.
"3. The several medical and pharmaceutical

bodies shall be further requested to transmit to

the President of this Convention the names and
residences of their respective delegates, as soon
as they shall have been appointed, a list of whom
shall be published, under his authority, for the

information of the medical public, in the news-
papers and medical journals in the month of

March, 1870."

In compliance with, the above resolutions, the

President of the Convention announces that a

meeting will be held Washington, D. C, on the

first Wednesday in May, 1870, and requests that

the several incorporated bodies, shall after a re-

vision of the U. S. Pharmacopoeia send the results

of their labors to the Convention, and further

requests that they transmit to the President the

names and residences of their several delegates,

so soon as elected, that the list may be published.

George B. Wood, M. D.

President of the Convention of 1860.

University of Maryland, Baltimore., Md.

The following changes have recently taken

place in the Faculty of this institution:—Prof.

N. K. Smith now fills a newly-created chair of

"Clinical Surgery;" Prof. C. Johnston, the chair

of "Principles and Practice of Surgery;" Prof.

J. J. Chisolm, "Operative Surgery, with Clinical

Professorships of Ophthalmic and Aural Sur-

gery;" Prof. Allan P. Smith, newly created

chair of "Venereal Pathology;" Prof. F. T.

Miles, formerly of the Medical College of the

State of South Carolina, the chair of " Anatomy ;"

Prof. F. Donaldson, chair of "Physiology and

Hygiene, with Clinical Professorship of Diseases

of the Throat, Lungs, and Heart."—iV. Y. Med.

Journal.

A Proposed New Eye and Ear Infirmary in
New York.

A number of influential gentlemen of New
York city have associated themselves together for

the purpose of procuring funds with which to

establish, in the northerly portion of the city, a

hospital for diseases of the eye and ear. The

circular which they have issued sets forth the

striking need that now exists for the establish-

ment of such a charity, and the advantages that

may accrue from it in advancing the science of

medicine. It is proposed to raise $100,000; no

subscription to be binding until the sum cf

$50,000 shall have been pledged, and then a suf-

ficient amount shall be called in for the purchase

of a suitable site. The project certainly com-

mends itself, and we hope to see it carried

through. The names of Drs. C. H. Agnew, D. B.

St. John, Roosa, and E. G. Loring, which ap-

pear on the circular, are a guarantee that the

medical interests of the institution will be care-

fully and thoroughly provided for.

—

N. Y. Medi-

cal Journal.

A Surgical Prize.

The Surgical Society of Paris has just an-

nounced the subject of the Laborie prize (£48)

to be awarded in January, 1870:—"Point out,

by the aid of cl ; nical facts, the actual value of

supra-malleolar amputation from the following

points of view: 1. The mortality consequent

upon the operation. 2. On the different ways of

performing it. 3. The usefulness of stumps in

the act of walking. 4. The artificial limbs best

calculated for these stumps."

—

Med. Record.

- Prof. Balsassa, a celebrated surgeon of

Pesth, has recently died. His successor is Dr.

Verebelyi.

Prof. Dr. Von Bruns, of Tubingen, has

received the prize of 20,000 lire, offered by Dr.

Riberi of Turin, for the best work in Surgery.

Dr. Bruns' work was on Surgical Laryngoscopy.

Charles U. Shepard, Jr., of the class of

1863, Yale, has been confirmed Professor of

Chemistry in the Medical College of South Caro-

lina, in place of his father, resigned.

At the commencement of the Medical

Department of the Willamette University, Ore-

gon, March 3d, nine students received the degree

of M.D. The degree was also conferred, causa

honoris, on A. M. Bent, of Salem.

The following is taken from a quack ad-
vertisement: "This pill is as mild as a pet-lamb,
and it don't go fooling about; it attends strictly

to business, and is as certain as an alarm-clock/ '

This is called the silent perambulator pill.
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Liberal thought has gained a conquest in

Bavaria. Dr. Jacob Herz. a worthy man, had

long been urged for Professor of Anatomy in

Erlangen, but had constantly been refused the

place—because he was an Israelite! At length

he has received it, to the general horror of the

ultra-orthodox, and the satisfaction of the liberal

minded.

Army and Navy News.

Brevet Brig-General W. J. Sloan, surgeon, is

relieved from duty at New York city, and will

report to the Commanding General of the Depart-

ment of the South for duty as medical director of

that Department.

Brevet Brig-General L. Milhau, surgeon, will

report to the medical director of the Department

of the South for assignment.

General J. B. Brown, surgeon, has been re-

lieved from duty at New York, and ordered to

duty as Medical Director of the Department of

the Platte.

Lieutenant-Colonel H. R. Wirtz, surgeon,

when relieved from duty at Fort Hamilton by
Surgeon A. H. Alexander, will be assigned to

duty as Medical Director of the Department Of

the Cumberland.

rNotices inserted in this column gratis, and are solicited
from all rtarts of the country; Obituary Notices and Resolu-
tions ofSocieties at ten cents per line, ten toords to the line.

}

MARRIED.

Bullock—Orcutt.—In Derby Center, Vt., April 11th,
Zenas G. BuUock. M. I)., of Alleehany. N. T., and Flora
B., daughter of H. 0. Orcutt, M. D., of Derby, Vt.
Downs—Williamson —At the residence of the bride's

Parents, Aprl 12fh. 1869. by "Rev. M. Williamson, J. M.
Downs, M. D , arid Miss Ella Williamson, daughter of the
officiating clergyman, all of Cape May, N. J.

Kirtland—Towxsexd — April M, at the Church of the
Annunciation, by the rector, the Rev. Wm. J. Seaburv,
assi^ed by Bishop Horatio Potter, William H. Kirtland
and HaHie M. D.. second daughter of Dr. John F. Town-
send, all of New York city.

Millard—Hakper—Privately, April 21, at the resi-
dence of the bride's mother, by 'he Rev. Dr. Ridgaway,
Henry B. Millard, M. D., and Julie Tammisin, eldest
daughter of the late James Harper, all of New York city.

Wood-Bowne—April 20, a* St. Mark's Church, by the
Rev. Alexander H. Vinton, D.D.. Rector, Isaac Francis
Wood, son of the late Isaac Wood, M. D„ and Sarah E.,
eldest daughter of Richard H. Bowne, Esq.

DIED.

Ames.—Dr. Ceo L. Ames, a former resident of Man-
chester, Vt., died April 3d. 1S69, at Niles, Mich., of heart
disease, aged 38 years, and his remains were taken to Man-
an Chester for interment.

Hiatt.—At the residence of bis father, in Crawfords
ville, Ind., March 20, Dr. J. M. Hiatt, (formerly of Peoria,
111.,) of consumption, aged 29 years.

Hillis.— At TVrrytown, Pa., March 24, Deborah E.,
daughter of Dr. G. F. Horton, and wile of Dr. W. J. Hil
lis, of Barclay, Pa.

Lamb —At Frankford, Philadelphia, 28th Last., John F
Lamb, M. D., in the 78th year of his age.

Poole.—Dr. .Tobn Poole, of Brad ord. Vt.. du A < n the
14th u!t., aged 77 year8, Fornv-ny 3'^ars he wa : the lead-
ing physician of the place, with a wide and sncce sful
practice

Shumard—In St. Louis, Mo.. April 14, Dr. B. F. Shu-
mard, formerly of tb»8 city. He was weil known for his
Geologic il Survey.- of the different States.

Suplee —In this city, on thel9:h in3t., after a lingering
illness, Wm. A. Supl?e, M.D

OBITUARY.

Dr. Orestes M. Pray,

Who (with six or eight other persons) lo3t his life by SB
accident on the Lon? Island Railway, on the 23d ult.,wa3

a promising young physician of Brooklyn. His age was

about twenty-five years. A little more than a year ago,

h^ was married to a young Ia^y whom he met in Fur pp.

while pursuing his medical studies in the hospitals of the

Continen*. Beeinning his practice in Brooklyn, he had
devoted himself with great assiduity to the specialty of

eye diseases, and was rapidly gaining position when sud-

denly cut off by this lamentable disaster. He was on his

way to Hempstead to select summer quarters for his wife

ahd child.

QUERIES AND REPLIES.

D-. N.B. R ,of Ya —" Please give me, in y>ur Qne'ies
and Replies, the best prescription for removing stains
from and cleanine the teeth? Also a good prescri ption
for removing freckles." We shall be glad to have sugges-
tions on these inquiries from our readers.

Br, J. E. C of Del — 'Which is th* best galvanic or
electro gdvanic apparatus for partially parnlvzed per-
son? I wish to procure an apparatus of some kind, but
am at a loss to know which to get." We are accuFtomrd
to recommend Dr. Kidder's $2<» apparatus, and, so tar as
we know, it ha,« alwavs given satisfaction.

Dr. F. B.. of Ind.—" We notice, in the Reporter of the
3d inst., an in*eresting report to Dr. Buxssox, ^oncc ning
the treatment of hydrophobia by the vap<T bath (Rus-
sian. Judging from the success he purpor s to have hsd
in the treatment of that frightful dis^aso, we w >nld think
that every phsiciun who is familiar with his report, and
is called up m to treat a case of rabies. w->n!d not he.-itat©

in adopting his plan of treatment provided he knew just
how to apply such a bath. For the sake of informing
those of your readers who do not know, would you not be
so kind as to suggest the best method ot applying the bath
in such cases?"

We expect to obtain at an early date, the original arti-

cles of Dr. Buisson, and give the full attention to his

plan which it seems to deserve.

METEOROLOGY.

April, 12, 13, 14, 16. 16, 1— 18.

Wind N.B. N.E. N.W.K W S. W. W. fi. w.
Clear Clear Clear. Clear Clear- Clear Cleai.

Weather...
-|

Bril't
auro

Depth Rain--, ra.

Thermometer.
Minimum 31° 35° 30° 32° 38° 44° »
At 8, A. M 42 43 42 43 52 57 65
At 12, M 50 48 50 55 66 65 75-

At 3, P. M 52 48 49 53 67 66 76
Mean 43.75 43.50 42.75 45.75 55.75 £8. B5 50

Barometer.
At. 12, M 30. 30. 30. 30.1 30.4 30.1 29.2

Germantown, Pa. B. J. Leedom.

IOWA MEDICAL SOCIETY.

The Seventeenth Annual Meeting of the Iowa State

Medical Society w.ll be he'.d at Des Moines, commencing
at 10 o'clock, A. M., on Wednesday, May 2*h, 1869.

A. G. FIELD. M.D.,
635—7 Secretary.
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SURGICAL reminiscences of an old
practitioner.

No. 2.

Many of the cases related in these reminis-

cences present but little of interest to the expe-

rienced surgeon, but to the youthful aspirant

may serve, on the one hand, fur encouragement

under difficulties, and, on the other, as a beacon

light to guard against the errors and mishaps of

the writer. Comments, other than the briefest,

are omitted.

Encephaloid of the Eye. Extirpation.

Mary Ury, of New Concord, Ohio, aet. 6. A
beautiful, sprightly child, blonde complexion,

blue eyes, rosy cheeks, and long, waving, flaxen

curls. Intellect precocious far beyond her years.

Up to this period, with the exception of some of

the infantile diseases, she had enjoyed uninter-

rupted good health. Father, a blacksmith
; mo-

ther a stout, healthy woman; both free from

even the suspicion of .any scrofulous, syphilitic,

or other taint or cachexia. No cancer or con-

sumption known to exist in the connection.

The child complained that it made her eyes

tired to look at her boot, and that her left eye

twitched and jumped, and was always twinkling.

For this trouble I was first consulted, and cons d-

ering it of a nervous character, prescribed absti-

nence from the books, and frequent bathing of

the eye in cold water, with the addition of a few

drops of laudanum.

In the course of the next two weeks the trou-

ble rather increased, and led me to a more care-

ful examination of the eye. Her general health

was still good, though she was slightly more

fretful than usual. The eye was not inflamed or

painful, but the pupil was dilated, and deep in,

beyond it, I could discover a shining something,

of a metallic lustre, having the appearance of a

small, round, polished brass button. Even in a

few days, this appearance visibly increased in

size, and sight was almost lost. The terrible

truth burst on my mind—encephaloid.

Tenderly, carefully, I broke the sad intelli-

gence to the parents, and advised extirpation of

the eye as the only, though doubtful remedy. I

was met by a storm of indignation. What!

would I disfigure, perhaps kill that beautiful

child, whom evidently nothing ailed, except a

little strain on the eye. I was summarily dis-

missed, and another medical man employed. He
prudently gave no opinions, and his treatment I

never learned. In about ten weeks, however, I

was recalled to the patient, whom I found in a

sad condition. She was lying on her little bed,

almost on her face, as the light hurt the better

eye. The blooming look was gone; the child

appeared haggard and emaciated. She suffered

considerable "bursting pain" in the sore eye,

which protruded far beyond the socket—the size

of a small apple. Appetite poor; some diarrhoea

present. Extirpation was now as anxiously de-

sired as at first it had been scornfully rejected,

I acceded, and a few days after, having previously

(with very imperfect success) tried to improve

the little one's health, reluctantly performed the

operation. A few whiffs of chloroform placed

Mary beyond suffering. The eyelids, that ap-

peared perfectly sound, were dissected back, and

the whole contents of the orbit, including the

lachrymal gland, cleared out. There was but

trifling hemorrhage. The cavity was lightly

filled with dry lint, and supported by a light

ribbon. She came easily from under the chloro-

form, and expressed herself free from pain, and

rejoicing that the ugly lump was gone. Almost

from the hour, she improved, and under gentle,

sustaining treatment, good nourishment, and ex-

ercise in the open air, in the course of six. weeks

the wound had cicatrized, and Mary had nearly

regained her fine general appearance. For three

months everything seemed to promise a radical,

cure. But about that time her mother observed

that the cavity was filling up very fast. I imme-

diately examined the child (having for some time

discontinued my visits), and, alas! found the ter-

rible enemy in possession of the fields Suffice

to say, that the disease ran. U» course with fear-

3+7
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ful rapidity; a bloody fungus, larger than the

original tumor, in a few weeks filled its place.

Frequent hemorrhages and constant ichorous

discharge wasted her strength, but she suffered

very little pain. She became comatose, and in

about a month after I began the second time,

the angels numbered another companion.

Reconstruction of the Entire Upper Lip.

Herpes excedens, lupus, noli me tangere, vulgo

eating cancer—all names expressive of a terrible

and destructive malady, though not often fatal

to life, yet often obstinately resists every remedy,

and then, after great havoc of the part affected,

capriciously ceases, apparently having exhausted

its vigor. Such had been the case of Mr. N.,

set. 19, from Morgan City, Ofro. "When about

sixteen years of age he was attacked by lupus,

for which he was treated by me for some time

without success, and afterward was manipulated

by root doctors, Thomsonians, Indian, and can-

cer doctors, who, after each promising a speedy

cure, had equally failed. He gave up doctors,

in despair, kept the parts covered with simple

ointment, and after a time, got well, with the

loss of the upper lip, the upper teeth and alveo-

lar process, and a hole in the hard palate. In

this condition I found him on my second taking

charge of the case. His general health was

good, the local disease had been arrested for

months, and I determined to reconstruct the

upper lip. This was accomplished without diffi-

culty, and without the use of chloroform, in the

following manner. On each side an incision was

made from the corner of the mouth to a little

above the corresponding ala of the nose. A se-

cond cut was begun about one inch outside, and

carried parallel with it, falling short some dis-

tance of the nose; the extremities were united

by a third cut, and the flaps rapidly dissected up.

Two small arteries were tied on each side. The

narrow strip of semi-cartilaginous skin beneath

the nose was removed next, and then the two

large flaps were brought down over the mouth,

and united by two hare-lip pins, and a number

of small, shallow, interrupted sutures, to bring

the skin in apposition. Doll pins and twisted

suture were employed to attach the lip above and

close the gap in the cheek. Union by first inten-

tion supervened almost throughout, and in two

weeks he was ready to go home, much improved

in appearance. He pleaded extreme poverty, and,

having reduced my bill to almost nothing, pro-

mised to pay at an early date. I afterward

learned his father was a farmer in very good

circumstances, but as he lived about forty miles

from my residence, this fact was easily kept out

of sight. Some four or five weeks after, I re-

ceived a letter marked with his post office, and

opened it with the very natural expectation of

finding the cash. But what was my astonish-

ment on reading a letter couched in threatening

language; that I had seriously injured him; that

he was worse disfigured than before; the new lip

was much too long, and kept doubling in over

his lower teeth ; that he had consulted a lawyer,

who told him he could recover one thousand dol-

lars damages, and finally, if I would send him

two hundred dollars by return of mail, he would

say no more about it. In reply, I simply sent

his bill, requiring its liquidation by return of

mail, under penalty of legal compulsion. It

came. Some twelve months after, a good look-

ing young man called at my office. I had some

difficulty to recognize my work. He wore a fine

set of plate teeth, that at the same time served

as obturator for tbe palate, and with good enun-

ciation apologized, and laid the blame, like Mother

Eve, on the serpent, in this case the lawyer,—only

he thought the lip might have been just a little

longer, for it had shrunk one-third, as those jobs

always do.

BROMIDE OF POTASSIUM IN PUERPERAL
CONVULSIONS.

Bv J. T. Rothrock, M. D.,

Of McVeytown, Pa,

The present status of this remedial agent gives

a value to any results, obtained after it has had

a fair trial. Analogy certainly would suggest

the propriety of its administration in puerperal

convulsions, especially when of an epileptiform

character, as they were in the case about to be

given.

What are puerperal convulsions ? Rough diag-

nosis has doubtless often regarded as such con-

vulsions that were essentially different. Cazeaux

writes—"For myself, I understand by the term

eclampsia an affection characterized by a series

of fits, in which nearly all the muscles of rela-

tion, and often also those of the organic life, are

contracted convulsively, and in which the fits are

usually accompanied with or followed by a more

or less complete suspension of the sensorial and

intellectual faculties for a variable period." There

certainly is great difficulty in giving for this

affection a formula, at once clear, concise and un-

exceptionable, and in the one quoted, the limits

are not always well defined, but it is perhaps as

good as any other.

In looking over the Half-Yearly Compendium
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of Medical Scirnce, published by the editors of

this journal, I find in the first number a resume

of an article in the British Medical Journal for

August 17th, 1867, p. 125 by Arthur R. Steele,

Esq.

So far as we can judge of the entire article

from its report at second hand, there would seem

to be no allusion to the use of the bromide of pr-

tassium in the treatment of this affection. In

the second number, D. Warren Brickell, M.D.,

is reported as urging: first, if the woman is in

labor, that he remove any incidental cause, and

make delivery one prime object. (To this propo-

sition we presume no one will object.)

Second. If the woman is seized with eclamp-

sia during gestation, remove the incident cause if

possible. If the spasms recur notwithstanding

the cause has been removed, (these italics ours,)

chloroform, opium or the kindred remedies may
now arrest them. If they do not speedily do so,

delivery is preferable to delay.

Third. If the woman is eclamptic during ges-

tation or in labor, because of general vitiation,

as in uraemia or malarial poisoning, delivery is

the best chance she has for recovery. Such

vitiations plus a prominent and immediately re-

movable cause may exist, however, and the re-

moval of the latter may arrest spasm, and enable

gestation to be completed.

Fourth. If eclampsia is threatened during

labor, delivery is imperatively demanded, as to

wait for the development is *o invite complica-

tion. If the threat exists during gestation, look

earnestly for removable incidental causes, and

remove them if found. He also states that there

are remedies kindred to chloroform and opium,

and which some practitioners use, but my obser-

vation is, that where chloroform and opium fail,

but little is to be expected of their kindred.

Dr. Robert Dyce, in some remarks published

in the British Medical Journal for April 18th.

1868, seems to place most trust in copious bleed-

ing, regarding as mere secondary adjuncts chlo-

roform, opium (judiciously given) and the cold

douche and purgatives, and lastly, but very im-

portant, delivery.

In the third number of this same Compendium,

we have a summary of Dr. T. A. Reamy's paper

on puerperal convulsions. The author advises

first, free bleeding, and then chloroform.

Professor T. G. Thomas is quoted in the sam<

number, by Dr. F. W. Hunter, who used with

success chloroform in two cases. The citations

from Dr. Thomas are.

1st. Bring the patient fully under the influence

of chloroform.

349

demand it, practice2d. If the indications

venesection.

3d. If labor has commenced, hasten it. If not,

endeavor to avoid the necessity of inducing it;

but if you cannot, do not hesitate too long about

its accomplishment.

4th. Act freely on the bowels and skin, apply

cold to the head, and give lemonade freely, if the

patient can swallow.

5th. Bear in mind that the prolonged use of

chloroform is not near so likely to kill as a re-

turn of the convulsions."

Dr. John Dickie used chloroform in all cases

irrespective of the cause, and with uniform

success.

Dr. ¥m. Bass, of Lowell, Massachusetts, re-

ports a case saved by the conjoined use of chloro-

form and ether.

Cazeaux and Hodge both advise the usual

treatment which may be gathered from the fore-

going. Unless we are mistaken, no allusion is

made by any of these authors to the use of bro-

mide of potassium in the disease before us.

The following writers advocate its use:

"Puerperal convulsions are said by Dr. SnoGER

and Dr. J. B. Wood to have yielded very promptly

to this medicine, given in doses of fifteen grains

every two hours. This result is in perfect ac-

cordance with those produced by the medicine in

other nervous convulsive disorders having a reflex

origin."—Vide Stille's Therapeutics and Materia

Medica, 1868, vol. 2, p. 799.

Dr. Wm. H. Grant, of Ossipee, New Hamp-
hire, reports in the American Journal of the

Medical Sciences, April 1869, p. 380, one case in

which " puerperal convulsions seemed to be

promptly arrested by the administration of a

large dose of bromide of potassum." In the

Medical and Surgical Reporter, June 6th,

186S, Dr. T. N. Simmons, of Hagerstown. Mary-

land, gives a somewhat detailed account of a case

cured by the use of bromide of potassium, along

with tartrate of antimony. "We are inclined on
" general principles" to think highly of this com-

bination. February 6th, 1869, in the same jour-

nal we have a case reported by Dr. W. Noden,

of Roseneath, Canada West. Bromide of potas-

sium was used here, but from the report it is not

clear that the cure can be fairly attributed to this

medicine.

We have only been able to search through a

limited number of works and journals for these

authorities pro and con. Doubtless much more

could be gathered, and some cases might be found

in which even, when fully tried, the medicine has
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been found powerless; though we have seen none

with such an attending report.

The citations given simply express the ideas,

and do not always give the exact language; we

desired brevity. It would seem that, though as

yet the ma'8 of the profession have not advocated

(and we could hardly expect it) the use of this

remedy in eclampsia graviarum, that there is

good authority for its use.

We propose now to detail one case that came

under our own notice, and in which the bromide

was used with marked result.

March 31st. Dr. A. Rotiirock was sent for in

haste, to see a woman in labor with her first

child. The immediate cause of alarm was puer-

peral convulsions. For a week or more she had

complained of headache and general malaise, but

no fears were awakened. The patient was re-

markably robust and had always enjoyed good

health. On reaching the house about 6 P. M.,

the doctor discovered that she had already

bad three severe convulsions of an epilep-

tiform character. The os was dilated, and

through the bulging bag of waters the head of

the child could be distinctly felt. He at once

sent for the forceps, chloroform, and bromide of

potassium. Meanwhile he gave ergot, and ab-

stracted fifteen fluid ounces of blood from the

arm. Double that quantity would have been

better, but so great was the cerebral congestion,

that even the loss of this much caused a rapid

and rather alarming sinking of the pulse at the

wrist. At half past seven P. M., the forceps,

bromide, and a mixture of ether and chloroform

(instead of chloroform pure as directed) came.

The forceps were at once used and the child ex-

tracted, during another paroxysm. This, the

fourth, was quieted by means of the anaesthetic.

This done, she lay for two hours in a deep stupor,

after which another came on. It was quieted in

the same way.

From this time until three A. M., she passed

through not less than twelve more fearfully

severe paroxysms. By common consent the case

was regarded as hopeless. Still we opened the

vein again, and withdrew fifteen fluid ounces

more of blood. Blisters were applied to the

calves of the legs. Under the use of the anaesthe-

tic, the fits grew more frequent, and the patient

became weaker. In this extremity a twenty

grain dose of the bromide was forced into her.

This produced an amelioration. During the en-

suing four hours enough more was given to make
three drachms. The paroxysms ceased, and

were followed by a deep stupor lasting thirty-six

hours. This will doubtless be regarded as treat-

ment verging toward recklessness, and as an ille-

gitimate use of the drug. I am sure, however,

in this powerful woman that less would have been

a mere dallying with the disease.

Nothing could have been more dangerous than

the return oj the spasm. At the end of this time

she awoke again, only to fall into another fit;

thirty grains quieted this, and about twelve

hours rest followed, after which she awoke, again

in a spasm. This, too, was checked by the

bromide in about a twenty grain dose. She

slept for several hours more naturally than she

had done before. Occasionally after this her

wild looks and the movements of her arms would

betoken an approaching fit, but the same means

warded them off until these threatenings disap-

peared. Her convalescence was rapid. On the

third day after her delivery a large dose of castor

oil was given. By the time this had operated

freely, the lochial discharges made their appear-

ance. Cold cloths were kept on the head

throughout. Opiates at any time in this case

would have been dangerous, we think, even after

the bleeding.

After considerable experience in the use of

bromide of potassium, we are led to think that

very much of the alleged uncertainty in its action

is more justly due to its timid exhibition. The

proportion of persons whose idiosyncrasies would

prevent its heroic administration seems to be less

than the proportion so affected by opium. Dr.

Reynolds in urging the use of this article in

epilepsy remarks "that it is not the mere admin-

istration of the drug, but its presence in a certain

quantity that is necessary for the cure." The

question may be asked, at what time is it to be

given in puerperal convulsions—before or after

delivery? At both times, or, whenever there is

spasm. The danger of the case consists in the

paroxysm, and this is dangerous because of the

cerebral congestion, be th£ cause what it may.

Hence the drug seems to be indicated because

—

First, it is a general sedative to the nervous sys-

tem, and vascular systems.

Second, because its use does not in the least

contraindicate any of the older and more widely

esteemed remedies.

Third, because of the promptness of its action.

We do not urge the use of this drug to the ex-

clusion of the remedies generally relied upon. It

may be used in connection with any of them,

and hence its great value.

The cause known or supposed should of course

be removed when possible.

The solubility of the bromide suggests its use

hypodermically when from special reason it can-
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not be given by the mouth, or when, if given, it

would not be retained by the stomach.

ANEURISM OF THE SPLENIC ARTERY:
RUPTURE AND DEATH.

By E. M. Corson, M. D.,

Of Conshohocken, Pa.

On the first day of January, 1866, I was called

i to see Mrs. S., set. 28; a lady in good circum-

stances; married, and the mother of two children.

She was quite fleshy; and when I first saw her,

she was suffering with intense pain in the epi-

gastrium, extending through to the back.

The administration of half a grain of sulphate

of morphia, and dry cups applied along the

spine, soon relieved her. At about the same time

I next day she had a similar attack, and was re-

lieved as before. What seemed unusual was the

fact of the patient being able to be about in a

few minutes after the paroxysms.

On account of the periodical nature of the

attacks, and no assignable cause for them being

apparent, it was thought that if she could be

! brought under the influence of quinine, the

pains might be stopped.

The full effect of the drug was obtained, but

to no purpose, as far as breaking up the par-

oxysms was concerned.

Thinking that the pain might be reflex, and

caused by some uterine trouble, that organ was
examined, and some slight inflammation of the

os uteri discovered. This soon subsided under

treatment. The pains, however, still continued

to recur daily, and with increasing force, and if

not relieved with morphia and cups to the spine,

would last for hours. We next had recourse to

alteratives, and gave in turn, Fowler's solution,

the iodide and bromide of potassium, etc. This

treatment continued for some months, and as the

system had become accustomed to the morphia,

and several grains were now required daily to

relieve the pain, we gave hyoscyamus, aconite,

belladonna, cannabis, and other remedies of that

class, but could find none to afford any relief.

All the remedies mentioned were faithfully tried

at various times for a year. On account of the

large quantity of morphia it was necessary to

take by the mouth to relieve the pain, we sub-

stituted the hypodermic method, and with the

happiest results. One half grain given in this

method afforded instant relief, and agreed with

the system so well that the lady could attend to

her duties all the time.

Ice to the spine was tried, but without success.

In April, 1867, she became pregnant, and a

hope was entertained that this change in the

system might result in a cure, at least when she

should be confined. About the eighth month of

gestation, November 3d, she was seized with an

unusually severe paroxysm of pain, and died in

a few moments, completely exsanguinated. Thus

in a few moments the case terminated, that had

baffled all treatment for a period of twenty-two

months. During all that time, there was not ten

days the patient did not suffer excruciating

pain.

The autopsy revealed the cause of death, and

without doubt, the cause of the pain. The

splenic artery had been converted into a large

aneurism, which had ruptured and caused death.

The spleen was rather larger than usual, and on

making an incision into it, the contents ran out,

of the consistency of molasses, and of a muddy
color. All the other organs were healthy. One

reason why the aneurism had not been discov-

ered before death, was on account of the fleshi
:

ness of the patient and the situation. I am una-

ble to assign any reason for the periodical nature

of the pains, and would be glad if any of your

readers can do so. The case is certainly a re-

markable one.

CHOREA OF THIRTEEN YEARS' STAND-
ING CURED IN SIX WEEKS BY THE
USE OF BROMIDE OF POTASSIUM.

By J. B. Hough, M. D..

Of Ridgeville, Warren county, Ohio.

Jane K , set. 29 years; unmarried; is one

of thirteen children. Her father, who was scrof-

ulous, died at the age of 54 years. Her mother

is now hale, hearty, and 76. Of the seven sons

and six daughters, only two sons and four daugh-

ters are now living, the others having died of

scrofulous and kindred diseases, three of them

having been afflic'ed with chorea.

The subject of this report began to manifest

the ordinary symptoms of chorea at the age of

fourteen, and for thirteen years, as she and the

family eay, was never entirely clear of the dis-

ease. For nearly the whole of the time, except

during a portion of her sleeping hours, involun-

tary muscular contractions, sometimes localized,

and sometimes general, kept her in continual

agitation, and frequently rendered her incompe-

tent to voluntary aetions. Menstruation began

at fourteen years of age, and has been normal

and regular since. Of late years her disposition

became somewhat irritable and unhappy, produc-
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ing an anxious, emaciated, and care-worn coun

tenance. During her affliction, she was at vari-

ous times, from a few weeks to a year or more at

a time, under the treatment of four different,

regular physicians of honorable standing, but,

to use her own expression, she "became com-

pletely discouraged, and concluded that nothing

would ever cure her, and that she would give up

doctoring entirely." However, after the urgent

solicitations of her mother and relatives, she re-

luctantly consented to try once more.

A careful examination of the case revealed to

me no other pathological condition than that of

perverted nerve function. What particular nerve

or nerves to blame for the general disturbance,

was a question, concerning which the present

condition and previous history of the patient

seemed to offer no conclusive evidence. What
was to be done? There was no other obvious

disease to eradicate or combat. There was no

apparent want of nervous vigor. A few months

previously, it is true, I had treated her success-

fully for temporary constipation, but without

exerting any perceptible influence on her old

disease. She was neither obviously sthenic, nor

perceptibly asthenic. True to the instinct of the

drowning man, the only straw within reach was

grasped. Her married sisters were somewhat re-

markable for reproductive vigor. Might not this

fact be accepted as one point of circumstantial

evidence of sexual hyperesthesia? Knowing the

great influence which bromide of potassium ex-

erts upon the sexual function, it was decided

that this was the agent indicated. She was ac-

cordingly placed upon bromide of potassium three

times daily, beginning with five grain doses, and

increasing five grains every other day until the

quantity of one drachm per day was given. She

immediately began to improve, and in six weeks

was entirely well. No other medicine was used.

It is now two years since the treatment was sus-

pended, and there are no indications of any re-

turn of the malady. She now wears a cheerful

countenance, and is happy in the enjoyment of

good health and disposition. Whether I was

warranted in making up a diagnosis from the

Considerations mentioned, and whether the re-

sult was the effect of the treatment, instead of a

remarkable coincidence, I leave for others to de-

cide. My experience in the use of bromide of

potassium as a general nervous sedative, and es-

pecially as an antaphrodisiac, has been exceed-

ingly gratifying. I consider the single case

reported one of interest, and take pleasure in

submitting it to the profession, without further

comment.

Editorial Department,

Periscope.

Complicated Case of Polypus Vaginee.

Dr. W. H. Williams, of Louisana, reports the

following case in the Buffalo Medical and Surgi-

cal Journal for April.

"Margaret Attaway, (colored,) aged twenty-

five years, the mother of three children, was ad-

mitted into the Infirmary November 5th, 1868,

complaining of inability to retain her urine, and

that her monthly sickness was on her nearly all

the time, and that she had much pain and a

feeling of heaviness in the region of the urino-

genital organs. She stated that she had not

been able to retain her urine at any time within

the last three years, and that her youngest child

was about three years old ; at the birth of this

child she was not attended by either physician or

midwife.

At the time this woman was admitted she was

very much emaciated; had a haggard and de-

spondent appearance of countenance, walked

about and seemed indifferent to all things around

her, and would not eat unless forced to do so.

We attempted to make a digital examination per

vaginam, but found the parts so tender that it

was impossible to make a thorough one, and we

therefore resorted to chloroform, which enabled

us to make a careful examination of the parts,

which I will endeavor to describe, as follows

:

A polypus, the size of a hen's egg, was found

separating the vulva. Pushing this to one side

and continuing the finger up the vagina, another

and smaller mass than the first was easily felt,

and of the same character; and above this again

the walls of the vagina were found bound together

by bands of organized lymph, which rendered it

impossible for the finger to reach the neck of the

womb. We had very little difficulty in satisfy-

ing ourselves as to the character and origin of

the obstructing growths. By pushing the mass

lying in the vulva backward and upward in*o

the vagina, three fingers could without difficulty

be passed through the urethra into the bladder;

in fact the urethra was larger than the vagina

itself.

The polypus masses spoken of above were

found attached by a common pedicle to the

mucous surface, anteriorly to and just at the

neck of the bladder. On examination it was

found that this pedicle forked, and was the root

of both polypoids. The pedicle was easily divi-
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ded by introducing two fingers into the urethra

and putting the parts on the stretch laterally

and cutting it off with a pair of scissors. This

j

done the bleeding surface was touched with the
1

perchloride of iron, which soon stopped all

I

bleeding, and enabled us to make a thorough ex-

[

amination of the vagina. This was done by
i using Sim's speculum, which enabled us to div'de

I

the bands of attachment from side to side, until

they were all removed, and the neck of the

womb brought fully into view. The cervix was

large, long, and of a glistening appearance, and

there was no sign of an os. The bleeding that

followed the dividing of the bands was controlled

by the iron as above used. The vagina was

filled with cotton saturated with the following

combination:

01. lini, ^iiss.

Carbolic acid, Sim's solution, ^ss. M.

This tampon was not removed for three days,

notwithstanding the pain and restlessness were

such as to require the free use of anodynes while

it was in situ. The cotton was removed from the

vagina on the third day, and was not at all offen-

sive. About the fifth day after the operation

the urine had ceased to dribble away, and could

be voided at will. Fifteen days later the general

condition of the patient was much improved and

the soreness about the vulva all gone.

We now determined to try to relieve the occlu-

sion of the cervix; Sim's speculum was again

used and the cervix brought plainly to view,

which, with a curved volsella, was pulled down
a little, and with a tenotome its centre pierced

to the extent of little over two inches, when it

was very evident that the knife had entered the

cavity of the uterus. Bilateral incisions were

made from this puncture, each way through the

os internum and cervix, and a large sized sponge

tent introduced and retained twenty four hours,

which upon removal was not at all offensive.

We thought it best to wait two days before in-

troducing another tent, which was accordingly

done and allowed to remain twenty-four hours.

In removing this tent there was no trouble in

introducing the finger into the womb, and the

cervix, external and internal, looked quite

healthy. Nothing more was done, nor was it

necessary to do anything more in this case. This

patient was just two months in the Infirmary,

and when discharged was perfectly well.

I will here remark that the way in which I

made my sponge tent seems to prevent that bad
smell that Dr. J. Marion Sims found so trouble-

some. My plan may be an old one to some, but

but I will venture to give it at all events. The
combination is this:

R. Price's glycerine, ,^iv.

Carbolic acid, (cryst,) gss.

Pulv. acacise, 3j. M.

The sponge is to be saturated in this in the

same manner as in the mucilage. No bad smell

will follow the removal of a tent prepared in this

way, even if it remains forty-eight hours, provi-

ded a pledget of cotton be dipped in glycerine

and introduced into the vagina sufficiently high

up to come in contact with the neck of the womb.
Operation performed in presence of, and assis-

ted by Drs. Cutliff and Clay, and P. B. Tuza-

vant and Horace Williams, students.

The Suez Canal.

The total length of the Suez canal is 99J mile?.

Its northern end is Port Said, which is an artifi-

cial port, made for the canal by projecting two

jetties into the sea from a point on a long, narrow

beach, which skirts the coast of the Mediterranean

at the easterly side of the delta of the Nile. This

beach, like the beaches on the shore of New Jer-

sey, encloses an inlet or lake. The first 37 miles

of the course of the canal lies in the Lake Menza-

leh. The average depth of water was but four

or five feet, while the depth of the finished canal

is to be 26 feet. Lake Menzaleh is a stagnant,

vile water, a little salter than the ordinary water

of the sea, because of the rapid evaporation which

occurs in this nearly rainless district. Across

this lake the canal has been dredged until a clear

water way of 15 or 16 feet appears to have been

attained everywhere, and the full excavation is

going on by means of dredging machines more

rapidly than was anticipated, when the promise

of completion in October next was made. After

passing through Lake Menzaleh, the canal next

passes higher ground between El Ferdam and

Lake Tirasah.

The excavation in some part of this section of

9} miles, seems to have been about 134 feet,

(some statements make it only 87 feet, total cut-

ting). This section of the canal was opened last

November, and the water admitted into the de-

pressed basin of Lake Timsah. Lake Timsah,

within the historic period, has been a fresh-water

lake, but it has been long dried up, probably

about 1400 years.

The course of the canal, with only the require-

ment of dredging out the bottom, follows the

lake, and the navigable terminus for vessels

under 16 feet draft is at the southerly end of the

Lake Timsah, 54 miles from the Mediterranean.

Then there follows through a ridge 7£ miles of
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cutting, which is now approaching completion,

some portions being excavated to the full depth,

while others are ready for the application of the

dredging machine.* When these 1\ miles, which

have been considered the greatest task, shall have

been completed, water can be let into the Bitter

Lakes. The course of the canal follows that of

the valley or depression of the Bitter Lakes.

The present surface of the ground of this val-

ley, where the course of canal is projected, is

nearly all of it 26 feet below the level of the sea.

It is probable that the depression of solid ground

is even more, as excavations of 8, 10, 12, or in

some places 30 feet, show the earth to be about

three-quarters soluble salts.

Twenty-three miles of canal are thus formed

ready for use. At the southerly end of the Bit-

ter Lakes, the ridge of Chalouf, about 5 miles,

with a sandstone bottom, presents itself. The

open excavation of this cut has engrossed more

of the labor of the workings from on the canal

than any other section the past two years, and it

is more nearly completed than any other part of

the heavy work to the full depth. From this

point, 11 miles to Suez, the ground is but little

above the Red Sea, and on this last section the

least work has been done.

There are really now only 16 J miles to be

opened, or not ready for the water to flow into.

—

Jour. Franklin Institute.

Syphilis Treated without Mercury.

Dr. Charles Drysdale writes to the British

Medical Journal, in reply to an inquiry from a

physician, as follows:

Dr. Sisson asks me, what my present treat-

ment of syphilis is. I shall cite one or two typi-

cal cases, which will be the best answer to my
most respected interrogator.

Case 1.—Charlotte D., aged 16, was seen on

August 2d, 1863, with roseola, alopecia, and

mucous tubercles. She was treated with what

I shall call mistura potassae chloratis, (potassas

chloratis, five grains; acidi hydrochlorici diluti,

five minims; aquae menthse piperitae, one ounce),

thrice daily, until October, when the roseola dis-

appeared, and she looked well. She was preg-

nant at the time.

Case 2.—Thomas P., aged 20, afterward hus-

band of Case 1, also treated at this same period

for scaly syphilitic eruption, sore-throat, and mu-

cous tubercles of scrotum, lost all symptoms of

syphilis in two months, and never, up to 1868,

* Since this was stated, the waters of the Mediterranean
have heen permitted to flow through this section into the

Bitter Lakes.

has had any relapse. The infant, which was

born to these parents shortly afterward, was at

full time; but became syphilitic when seven

weeks old, as far as I could learn— at least, it

had snuffles, and died of convulsions. I did not

see this child. On November 15th, 1865, Char-

lotte D. brought to me her second child, aged at

that time five months. It had no symptoms of

syphilis; and since then, both parents and this

child have been frequently seen by me, all in

good health, up to Xov. 1868.

Case 3 —Emma P., aged 24, February 10th,

1864. She had ulceration and mucous tubercles

on the soft palate and roseola ; the posterior cer-

vical glands were enlarged. The chlorate of

potash mixture was ordered three times a day;

and a gargle with alum. In April of the same

year, the symptoms were gone. She was seen

in January, 1868, for toothache. There bad

been no relapse since that time. She had been

sterile, but had not had abortions.

Case 4.—George TV., aged 18, with iritis,

roseola, and mucous tubercle on the scrotum.

Atropia drop, (two grains to an ounce), was

dropped into the eye twice daily. Chlorate of

potash was ordered three times a day. Vision

was perfectly restored; the eruption and mucous

tubercles, (the latter were touched with nitric

acid) disappeared : the patient having been under

treatment from March 27th to May 16th, 1865.

There had been no relapse in 1867.

Case 5.—Kitty C, aged 23, had an indurated

sore on the umbilicus, hoarseness, alopecia, and

roseola. She was treated from October 8th to

November 10th, with chlorate of potash mixture,

three times a day. She was pregnant. In June,

1867, she brought a child suffering from snuffles

and a dry eruption on the buttocks. The child

recovered, after taking two grains of chlorate of

potash in water thrice a day, in about a month.

The mother has had no symptoms since.

Case 6.—A lady, aged 27, in May, 1866, with

her infant aged three weeks, consulted me for

roseola, great alopecia, (the eyebrows fell off),

mucous tubercles at the vulva, sore-throat, etc.

There was a history of discharge and malaise

about her vulva about a month before her con-

finement. She was ordered chlorate of potash

mixture three times a day. Nourishing diet and

much open air were recommended. She became

emaciated, and would continue to suckle her

healthy infant, notwithstanding my advice to the

contrary. She was ordered to go to the seaside

and bathe in the sea. In October she was almost

well, after coming from Ramsgate, and the infant
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had escaped infection. I warned her that her

next child would most likely become syphilitic

;

but she became again pregnant, and, in 1867,

brought a syphitic infant to me. This recovered

under doses of chlorate of potash, and mother

and child are at the present moment all well,

and without syphilitic symptom.

Case 7 was more tedious, and required iodide

of potassium. Edward T., a young medical stu-

dent, contracted syphilis in 1865. Had sore-

throat, mucous tubercles on the scrotum, the

eruptions of a rupial kind leaving cicatrices on

the arms. He took chlorate of potash mixture

thrice daily for some time, and then went to

Boulogne for sea-bathing. Syphilitic sarcocele

ensued, and, as he took no medicine for a time,

it continued until I prescribed fifteen grains of

iodide of potassium thrice a day, when the sar-

cocele rapidly disappeared in about a fortnight,

and he has not had any symptoms since that time.

Dr. Sisson will, from these cases, I have no

doubt, be quite convinced of the non-necessity

of mercurial interference in many cases of syphi-

lis. My friend, Mr. R. W. Dunn, and myself

had intended to relate some more such cases in a

paper this year at Oxford: but one of us was

abroad, and the paper was not read.

In reply to another question of Dr. Sisson's,

as to my present views about iodide of potassium,

I would remark that, in large doses, such as

from ten to twenty grains thrice a day, it now
appears to me to be one of the most powerful

specifics we possess against any disease; I mean
in tertiary forms, such as periostitis, etc. ; whether

these have been preceded ot not by long courses

of mercury. I formerly held that iodide of potas-

sium was chiefly valuable when mercury had

been given ; and Professor Boeck seems still to

be of this opinion. I now believe that in small

doses, such as two grains thrice daily, it is often

inefficacious, and that large doses are infinitely

preferable. This change in my convictions has

been brought about chiefly by the observations

of M. Ricord and M. Alfred Fournier on the

subject, and my own subsequent observation.

Both of these gentlemen, and many others in

Paris and London, e g., Sir H. Thompson, Mr.

Curling, etc., are in favor of very large doses of

iodide of potassium.

In conclusion, allow me to thank you before-

hand for inserting this letter. I cannot help

thinking that the period of prejudice in favor of

mercury is fast passing away. The drug is no
longer among a favorite in bronchitis, pneumo-
nia, or consumption, or even in peritonitis and

pericarditis. In iritis, I know well from lonor

experience, it is not needed. "Well, then, I con-

tend, that perhaps even syphilis, that extremely

common and grave disease, may do as well or

better without it; and although many in London

do not think so, a great many in Paris, Edin-

burgh, and the majority in Norway, are of like

opinion. We hear from men of note that the

day for medical debating is gone by, (Dr. San-

derson). I, on the contrary, believe that dis"

cussion, open and fearless, on medical and social

questions of importance, was never more needed

than at present.

Oxygen.

Every method devised by which oxygen or

oxygenized air may be cheaply supplied, pos-

sesses great scientific interest. Prof. Graham,

of London, has succeeded in increasing the

amount of oxygen in the air, by, as it were,

filtering it through fine leaves of India rubber.

By this treatment he has succeeded in adding

thirty-six, forty, and forty-six per cent, of oxygen

to the air. When air contains as high as forty-

six per cent, of oxygen, it will re-ignite a glow-

ing taper. This is a most important discovery,

and, if practicable upon a large scale, must be

of great service in the arts. Supply us with air

containing forty-six per cent, oxygen, at trifling

cost, and we have in our hands one of the most

important agents of good it is possible to con-

ceive of. With it we can add to our gas-lights

a high degree of illuminating power, and, by

promoting more perfect combustion, save im-

mensely in fuel in heating our buildings.

—

Bos-

ton Jour, of Chemistry.

Absinthe.

To prove the peculiarly dangerous qualities of

absinthe as an alcoholic liquor, various expe-

riments have been recently made. M. Magnan

had already found that the fumes of absinthe

throw guinea-pigs into convulsions, while alcoho^

only intoxicates them. Dr. Debourge, in a lec-

ture delivered lately at Brussels, took two vessels

containing a pint of water in which swam small

fish. Pouring into one of these vessels six drops

of the essence of absinthe, and into the other

six drops of pure prussic acid, he showed that

the fish were more rapidly struck down by the

essence than even by the prussic acid. Absinthe

is extensively adulterated by copper. To detect

it, add to the absinthe, diffused through water as

drinkers use it, a little salad-oil; shake up the

mixture, and then let it rest. The oil rises on the

surface, no longer of its original color, but of a

bright green, which it owes to the presence of

copper.
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PHILADELPHIA, MAY 8, 1869.

S. W. BUTLER, M.D., & D. G. BRINTON, M. D., Editors.

Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and

Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence

News, etc. etc., of general medical interest, are respect

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

To insure publication, articles must be practical,

brief as possible to do justice to tbe subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

We particularly value tbe practical experience of coun-

try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfully belongs to the profession.

OUT HAIR RESTORERS.
The editors of the Chemist and Druggist, of

London, have employed Mr. Henry Matthews,

F. C. S., to make some analysis of the most

•widely advertised hair restorers. The disclo

sures are singularly out of accord with the mag-

niloquent puffs we read of these nostrums. We
add a few of them.

1. Rosetter's Hair Restorer.

The label of this article asserts that ' this

preparation will restore grey hair to its original

color/ that 'it is not a dye,' that it 'acts directly

npon the roots of the hair,' and that consequently

'its effects are gradual/ In the directions for

use we are told that it 'must be used daily until

the hair assume its natural color/ which will be

'in periods varying from one to three weeks.'

The sample examined consisted of a colorless

fluid, and a greyish yellow deposit. The deposit

consisted almost entirely of sulphur, with a

minute quantity of carbonate of lead. The solu-

tion contained acetate of lead and glycerine.

In a bottle containing 10 fluid ounces, 44.8

grains of sulphur, and lead corresponding to

21.87 grains of acetate of lead, were found.

2. Mrs. S. A. Allen's World's Hair Restorer.

The label and wrapper of this preparation

state that 'it never fails to restore grey hair to

its natural color and beauty/ that 'it is not a

dye/ and that it 'will not soil the skin, or most

delicate head-dress/ We are further assured

that this ' Restorer,' is the best, because it con-

tains no nitrate silver {sic) nor any other inju-

rious ingredient/'

The bottle examined contained 8£ fluid ounces

of mixture, composed, like the last, of a colorless

fluid, and a yellowish grey powder, this latter

consisting of sulphur, with a trace of carbonate

of lead, the solution containing acetate of lead

and glycerine.

The results of an analysis of the contents of

the 8£ ounce bottle indicated 75-6 grains of sul-

phur, and an amount of lead corresponding to 87
grains of acetate of lead.

3. F. E. Simeon's American Hair Restorer.

This on its label and wrapper is 'warranted

infallible to restore original color to grey hair/

also 'not to contain any nitrate of silver or any
of the injurious substances which enter into the

composition of ordinary hair dyes.'

Like the preparations previously noticed, this

consisted of a colorless fluid, and a yellowish grey-

deposit, and also contained the same ingredients,

viz., sulphur, acetate of lead, and glycerine, the

deposit in this case being pure sulphur.

A bottle containing 8 fluid ounces furnished

31-8 grains of sulphur, and lead corresponding to

45 1 grains of acetate of lead.

4. Hall's Vegetable Sicilian Hair Renewer.

The label of this 'Renewer' states that 'the

proprietors are entirely confident that it will

bring back the hair to its original color/ and

that ' it cures all diseases or humours of the

scalp.

This preparation was found to be similar to

the others, the deposit containing sulphur, sul-

phate of calcium, and a trace of sulphate of lead;

the solution containing acetate of lead, glycerine,

and a trace of acetate of calcium. In distin-

guishing this preparation by the epithet ' vegeta-

ble/ the maker has allowed his inventive facul-

ty to overstep the bounds of truth, and has given

moralists another instance of the common com-

mercial practice of calling things by their wrong

names.

A bottle containing 6 fluid ounces furnished

70.2 grains of sulphur, mixed with sulphate of

calcium (milk of sulphur having evidently been

used in this case), also lead corresponding to 50 8

grains of lead.

5. Hemsley's Celebrated American Hair Re-
storer.

By the label we are assured that ' this is not

a dye, but is prepared for the purpose of restor-

ing grey hair to its original color.'

The preparation consists of a deposit and a

colorless fluid. A bottle containing 6.5 fluid

ounces gave 37.8 grains of a deposit, consisting

of sulphate of lead, sulphate of lime and a small

proportion of sulphur, while the residual solution

gave lead corresponding to 0.3 grains of acetate

of lead. The sulphur used in this ca«e was evi-

dently impure milk of sulphur, containing much
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sulphate of calcium, double decomposition having

taken place between this last and the acetate of

lead used in preparing the compound.

In fact, we find that sulphur, acetate of lead

and glycerine, are the ingredients in every one

of these much lauded preparations. Now it is

notorious that the acetate of lead is accumulative

poison which in many instances has caused incu-

rable paralysis.

Notes and Comments.

THERAPEUTICAL BULLETIN.*
Compiled by Geo. H. Napheys, M.D.

No. 12.

This column will contain each week a collection of the

Kecipes, remarkable for their novelty and elegance, now
in use by prominent practitioners, as recommended by
tbemin recent lectures at College and Hospital Clinics,

and at meetings of Medical Societies, in newly published

monographs and systematic treatises, and in the current

medical periodicals of this country and Europe. It will

include formulas for hypodermic injections, for inhala-

tions, for rectal and vaginal suppositories, for ointments,

lotions, collyria, etc., etc.

The selection will be such that each prescription will

commend it«elf, both by its intrinsic merits, and by the

authority of the name of the physician by whom origi-

nated or employed. It is designed to give only the latest

end best approved therapeutical expressions of the pro-

fession—to afford a periscope of the remedial measures

resorted to by eminent living physicians.

It is proposed, hereafter, to classify these formulae, and

issue them in book form.

Treatment of Diarrhoea.

"William Aitken, M. D., Edinburgh.

92. R. Salicin, gr. v.

For one powder.

To be taken every four or six hours. In cases

of diarrhoea with clean tongue, which will not

yield to opiates, astringents, or stimulants, either

singly or combined, and which probably depend

on a want of tone in the intestine. In these

cases the above recipe has often stopped a diar-

rhoea that appeared fast hurrying the patient to

his grave.

One general rule may be acted on in the cure

of diarrhoea, which is, that in the adult, what

ever be the form of the diarrhoea, if the stools

be dark at first, and then become light-colored,

purgative medicines are no longer beneficial, and

in no instance ought they to be continued longer

than is sufficient to remove any irritative sub-

stance accumulated in the alimentary canal.

J. M. Da Costa, M. D.

93. R. Bismuthi subnitratis, £i.

Acidi tannici,

Pulveris ipecacuanhas

compositi, aa gr. iij.

For one powder. To be taken three times a

day in chronic dysenteric diarrhoea. It is par-

ticularly in cases in which there exists persist-

ent irritability of the bowels, influenced by the

taking of much food which cannot be digester1

,

and in which there are gastric symptoms in con-

nection with the dysenteric affection, that the

subnitrate of bismuth will be found very service-

able. In order that it shall produce an effect, it

is necessary that it be administered in sufficiently

large doses, not less than twenty grains. The

dose may gradually be increased to a drachm.

John Forsyth Meigs, M. D.

94. R. Pulveris opii, gr. yj.

Extracti nucis vomicae, gr. iij.

Cupri sulphatis,
>

gr. j. M.
Ft. mass in pilulas xij., dividenda.

One three times a day in chronic diarrhoea.

The value of this pill has been proved by army

surgical experience.

Charles Murchison, M.D., F. K. C. S., etc.

95. R. Acidi tannici, gr. x.

Tincturae opii, v.

Glycerinae, f.^ss.

Aquae menthse pip., ad f.^ss.

For one dose, in a tablespoonful of water

every four hours. After the diarrhoea is checked

order

96. R. Acidi nitro-muriatici, %. x.

Tincturae opii, ^ v.

Syrupi, f.^ss.

Aquae, adf.^ss.

For one dose, in water, four times a day.

Thomas Hawkes Tanner, M. D., F. L. S
,
etc.

97. R. Cupri sulphatis,

Extracti opii, aa gr.}^
Extracti gentianae, gr. iij.

For one pill, to be taken three times a day in

obstinate diarrhoea.

98. R. Argenti nitratis, gr. |.

Extracti opii, gr. ij.

Make a pill to be taken night and morning.

In very obstinate diarrhoea where opium agreea

with the system.

* Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year

1869, by Geo. H. Napheys, M.D., in the Clerk's office of

the District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylva-

nia.

N. B. This copyright is not intended to prevent medi-

cal journals publishing these articles, but only their be-

ing issued in book form.

" Songs of Gladness for the Sabbath School

Prayer Meeting and Choir," is the title of a very

fine collection of songs with accompanying tunes,

many of them original, by J. E. Gould, 923

Chestnut street, in this city,

cents, according to binding.

Price, 30 to 50
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Improvement.

Our readers will notice a marked improvement

in the appearance of the Reporter consequent*

on a change of paper. We are using a heavier

paper and of better quality than has been used

by us for several years past. We shall endeavor

to improve the literary as well as the material

attractions of the Reporter, and look to our

readers for cooperation. Let communications

generally literary and business, be "short, sharp

and decisive
!"

" A Valuable Consideration !

"

Such is a premium which we offer this week

for new subscribers, viz., The Boston Journal of

Chemistry. This journal is now in its second

year, and has established itself as a thoroughly

practical and useful journal, filling a void in

our medical literature. Our readers will find it

quite an acquisition to their tables.

To new subscribers we offer the Journal of

Chemistry, as a premium, as follows :

—

Reporter, and Journal of Chemistry, one year, $5.00

Compendium, " 3.00

Reporter, Compendium '* 7.25

To any of our subscribers we will furnish the

Journal of Chemistry for 25 cents a year. See

Prospectus in another column.

Jefferson Medical College.

On dit that Professor Pancoast who has for

so many years been the distinguished* Professor

of Anatomy in the Jefferson Medical College in

this city, is about resigning, if he has not already

done so.

Who will be his successor? Several names are

canvassed—but one name, that of D. Hayes

Agnew, M. D.—carries with it a weight which

will insure success, if indeed, the Trustees of the

University of Pennsylvania are so short-sighted

as to submit to the loss of a man who is to them a

tower of strength.

Sciatica Treated by Acupuncture.

T. J. Stevens, M. D., of Charlestown, Mass.,

{Boston Med, and Surg. Journal) records an in-

teresting case of sciatica in which acupuncture

was successfully tried. A male applied to him

laboring under unilateral sciatica, which had

proved rebellious to ordinary remedies. Twelve

fine steel needles were inserted in the direction

of the nerve along the ischio-trochanter fossa as

follows: After stretching the skin tense with the

left hand, the needle was seized by its head and

passed about half an inch through the skin, in a

boring or rotatory manner. All the needles were

COMMENTS. [Vol. XX.

successively applied and left in place half an ]
hour, when they were extracted in the same rc- J

tatory manner. Then the patient was requested I

to get up and walk, and to his astonishment, he
j

rose and walked with ease, and without pain. I

The cure was radical.

—

Med. Record.

Gratuitous Medical Advice in China.

The gratuitous distribution of medicine is quite
]

common in China. In the summer, especially, I

certain remedies much prized by the people may
be obtained, free of charge, from Societies which

include this among other objects for which they

are instituted. There is a very common mode
of practising the healing art, professedly from

benevolent motives, in which a selfish motive is

too apparent. Notices may continually be seen

placarded in public places, calling the attention

of the public to some distinguished personage of

the ^Esculapian school, who has learned his art

at the capital, or from some foreigner, or from

some distinguished native practitioner, or by

communication with the genii, who is desirous

of relieving those who are in a condition of suf-

fering and distress, and will give them an oppor-

tunity to avail themselves of his knowledge and

skill without charge, except for the cost of medi-

cine.

The following "item" will account for

some of the "missing numbers" that we occa-

sionally hear of.

"Mr. Hollowat, the new Postmaster of In-

dianapolis, discovered in the basement of the
office building, locked up in a room, fifty-five

bags filled with undistributed mail matter, accu-

mulated during the past winter."

Unrewarded Merit.

A correspondent of the Quebec Gazette writes

to his paper from New York: "There is living

in East Twenty-ninth street a certain Dr. John-

Griscom, who has written more on prisons and

hygiene than perhaps any other person in the

world. In the States he is recognized as one of

the first authorities upon scientific subjects. For

years he has been President or Vice-President of

different scientific societies. In fact he is a man
devoted heart and soul to the cause of science.

I have at this moment before me one of his

works—"An essay on Prison Hygiene"—pre-

pared by request of the executive committee,

which does honor to the head and heart of the

author. It displays not only his scholarly at-

tainments and thoughtfulness, but establishes

his philanthropy as well. Yet this eminent man
was deprived of his position on some of the
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Boards (I forget which) simply by reason of po-

litical intrigues against him. Analogous cases

in Canada are rare, and let us hope they may

ever remain so. Dr. Griscom's loss was com-

paratively very little, but that of the public very

great.

Correspondence,

FOREIGN.

Pabis, March 15, 1869.

Editors of the Medical and Surg. Reporter :

Before entering on our subject, we think advi-

sable to make a few preliminary observations

with respect to the programme which we intend

to follow.

As the medical profession is the only recog-

nized authority on general scientific subjects

among the non-professional public, and as it is

to physicians the people look for accurate infor-

mation with regard to scientific facts announced

in the non-scientific press, we shall notice all

the events in connection with general science

which we think worthy of record. We shall

abstain as much as possible from criticism, and

try to submit facts to the judgment of our read-

ers in such a manner as to enable them to draw

their own conclusions. This much said, we
commence our review.

An important paper has just been read before

the Imperial Academy of Medicine, by Dr. Du-

pre, Professor of Clinical Surgery of the College

of Montpelier. Dr. Dupre divides pleuritic effu-

sions into three principal orders:

1st. Essentially inflammatory effusions, namely,

those which accompany true pleurisies, or which

succeed them.

2d. Serous accumulations, actual dropsies,

which occur in the pleura in connection with

organic lesions or general deteriorations.

3d. Rheumatismal or sero-plastic effusions.

These last are the principal subjects of the

paper.

Inflammatory effusions, according to Dr. Du-

pre, should not be combatted by thoracic punc-

ture. In the majority of cases, it might almost

be said to always yield to other treatment. Se-

rous accumulations in the pleura can be removed

by no other means than puncture. Everything

tends to prove this; as well the nature of the

extravasated serum and its incessant tendency

to accumulate, as the great danger of the lesions

which have given rise to the extravasation.

Rheumatismal or sero-plastic effusions require

puncture of the pleura and the evacuation of the

extravasated fluid, for these operations are calcu-

lated to obviate serious accidents, and add no-

thing to the danger of the situation.

Under the name of rheumatismal and sero-

plastic effusions, Dr. Dupre includes the effusions

which have been so well described by M. Pidaux

under the name of latent pleurisy, and which

have been so frequently observed by Michel,

Lew, Tholosane, Saucerotte, and Toussa-

grieves.

The most important accompaniments of these

effusions are the following: The beginning is

generally accompanied by a slight trembling and

a painful feeling of constraint in a part of the

thorax. Sometimes immediately afterward, pains

in the joints or sciatic neuralgia ensue. In other

cases the pain in the thorax is very acute and

seriously impedes respiration, but it is superficial

and not confined to any particular region, and

possesses all the symptoms of pleurodynia, and

of rheumatism of the pectoral muscles. It often

happens that in the course of this painful state,

and very frequently when its intensity is decreas-

ing, an eruption of fluid, which may or may not

become considerable, takes place in one of the

pleural cavities. This effusion is unaccompanied

by cough, oppression, or pain. There is no fever,

the appetite is unimpaired, and sleep uninter-

rupted. However, a livid paleness, an abnormal

motion of the muscles of the face and neck, sud-

den interruption of the breathing in the middle

of deep inspirations, and irregular pulse, indi-

cate the existence of the affection. In such

cases medical treatment is uncertain in its re-

sults, tardy in its enacts, and often allows the

formation of dangerous lesions. Sudden death

not unfrequently occurs. Dr. Dupre advocates

puncture in these cases as a certain means of

preventing lesion, without adding in any way
to the gravity of the disease.

Dr. Dupre resumes his conclusions as follows

:

1. There exist idiopathic pleuritic effusions, of

which apyrexia, latency, and profusion are the

ordinary characteristics.

2d. Tbey are distinguished from inflammatory

effusions, and from hydropic accumulations by the

chimerical characteristics which make them ap-

proach rheumatisms.

3d. The presence of elastic serosity in the

pleura and its prolonged stay there, constitute a

real and considerable danger. It should be re-

moved as promptly as possible, either indirectly

by the aid of medicine, or directly by surgical

means.

4th. Thoracic puncture, practised according
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to the rules prescribed, is absolutely harmless,

and its immediate action and direct effects expose

the patient to no danger.

5th. It should be practised immediately in case

of effusions of more than a fortnight's standing,

especially those which are situated on the left

side, and occupy all the pleural cavity.

6th. In cases where Sowings form under the

care of a physician, recourse should not be had

to this operation before the tenth day, and when

they occupy at least two-thirds of the pleural

cavity.

These principles put into practice by Dr.

Dupre, have produced the following results:

Patients operated on in the 2d week, 47.

Cured 46

Deaths 1

47

Where it was impossible to perform the opera-

tion at an early stage of the disease, the results

were not so favorable.

Patients operated on in the first month, 19.

Cured 15

Deaths 4

19

Patients operated on in the second month, 8.

Cured 5

Deaths 3

8

Patients operated on in the fifth month, 1. Cured 1

" " seventeenth " 1.
11

1

This table proves that sero-plastic effusions of

very old standing can be cured, and that prompt

thoracic puncture is an excellent habitual mode
of treatment. The aid of medicine should not,

however, be despised. On the contrary, we
must rely on it to prepare*and assure the success

of the operation.

The frequent accidents resulting from the in-

halation of chloroform have prompted, from their

very origin, the study of several experimental

chemists. Jobert de Lamballe, Robert, Abeill,

and Li^gevis, have written on the happy results

of inductive elasticity, applied as a means of

restoring persons asphyxiated by chloroform.

With the same objects, MM. Legros and Onimas
have experimented on the employment of con-

tinuous currents of electricity.

The work of these two last authors has been

submitted to the Imperial Society of Surgery.

We think that a resume of the experiments made
before a committee of this Society, and of the

conclusions to which the gentlemen chosen by

it to report on the subject have appended the

authority of their reputations, will be read with

interest.

Three white rats were successfully placed

under a bell-glass 30 centimetres in height, and

fifteen in breadth, with a sponge on which a

quantity of chloroform had been puored. The
first rat was removed after respiration had en-

tirely ceased, when every trace of sensibility and

voluntary movement had disappeared, but before

the pulsations of the heart had discontinued.

The poles of a voltaic pile were then introduced
;

one, the negative, into the rectum, the other, the

positive, into the mouih. The current was

maintained during some seconds, after which

the wires were withdrawn. In a little while

irregular respiratory movements could be per-

ceived, which gradually became more frequent,

the pulsations of the heart increased in strength,

and finally, sensibility and general movement

returned. The animal was completely restored

to life.

The second rat was taken from under the bell-

glass almost in the same conditions; the move-

ments of the heart being, however, less percep-

tible. The current failed to restore the animal

to life.

The third rat, when taken from under the

glass had ceased to breathe; sensibility and

general movement were extinguished; the pulsa-

tion of the heart was little perceptible. The

application of the current succeeded in reviv-

ing it.

It is important to observe that all these expe-

riments are applicable to cases of asphyxia by

chloroform, and not to syncope.

As a means of combating chloroformic as-

phyxia, galvanization, as proposed by Messrs.

Legros and Oximas, appears to the committee to

be decidedly efficacious.

The animals on which the preceding experi-

ments were made, may be considered as devoted

to certain death if left to themselves.

The observations made by Mr. Maurice Per-

rin on dogs, cats, and rabbits, proves that ani-

mals asphyxiated by chloroform in these condi-

tions, succumb if abandoned to the efforts of

nature.

The preceding experiments are, we believe, of

very serious importance, and calculated to render

valuable service in surgical practice. One very

important item should be remarked, that the

continued current recommended by Messrs. Le-

gros and Oximas only restores the action of the

heart, when it is made to pass through the

cerebro-spinal axis.

Inductive Currents.

The committee next proceeded to experimen-

talize on inductive currents, and obtained as

satisfactory results as with the voltaic pile. This
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fact induced the committee to give the prefer-

ence to the last, beeause an inductive apparatus

can be easily procured, and is portable; secondly,

because induced currents applied to the human
heart, diaphragm, and phrenic nerves, have re-

ceived the sanction of experience, while continu-

ous currents applied to the same organs in

similar cases, have not succeeded in producing

the same results. Indeed, Friedberg, of Berlin,

Widc and Gargrave, have successfully employed

faradisation of the phrenic nerves. Maurice, of

the Royal Berg Hospital, has saved a man by

passing a current through the elongated gan-

glion, in communication with the epigastrium.

Luimssen and Duchesure de Boulogne restored

to life a man who had asphyxiated himself with

the vapor of charcoal, by means of faradisation

of the epigastrium. Whatever may be thought

of previous experiments, and of the probable

advantages of inductive electricity, Massrs. Le-

gros and Ontimas must be allowed the credit of

having put at the disposal of practitioners a new
and very efficacious means of combating one of

the gravest accidents of a preliminary to surgi-

cal operations, for which they cannot be too

completely prepared.

Since chemical matches have come in general

use, poisoning by arsenic, which formerly occur-

red so frequently, very seldom comes under our

notice. But the fatal facility of procuring phos-

phorus has unfortunately enabled guilty persons

to replace it with advantage to their purpose.

Criminal statistics prove that this substance is

that most frequently employed in poisoning. Up
to the present time, medical science possessed no

antidote to this poison, and its vietims were

looked on as fatally devoted to death.

Mr. Personne, a distinguished chemist, who
has been long investigating this subject, has at

length discovered an antidote to the disorganiz-

ing agent. Knowing already that essence of

turpentine, and other carburets of hydrogen, de-

prive phosphorus of its property of luminosity

in the darkness, and of burning at a low temper-

ature; knowing that in the match manufactories

at Stafford, in England, the workmen are guaran-

teed from the necrosis resulting from the vapor

of phosphorus, by carrying a small phial of

essence of turpentine attached to their breasts,

Mr. Personne undertook a series of experiments,

which we detail for the benefit of your readers.

The experiments were fifteen in number, and

were made in parallel series of three on dogs of

middling size, and chosen, as much as possible,

of the same strength. No. 1 of each series was

given phosphorus alone; and No. 2 was given

2

the essence two hours after the poison; No. 3

was given the antidote immediately after injec-

tion of the phosphorus.

The essence and phosphorus were in each case

conveyed to the stomach of the animals by means

of a oesophageal catheter, the phosphorus always

in a state of dissolution in a fatty substance.

In one case it was administered in the shape of

the paste used for making matches. The dose

varied from one decigrammes to three decigram-

mes.

No. 1 of each series, to which phosphorus

alone had been administered, making, in the five

series, five animals, died.

No. 2, those animals to whom the antidote

had been administered two hours after the injec-

tion of the poison, at first exhibited the same

symptoms of the animals which had been given

the poison alone, but finally, after copious dis-

charges from the stomach, recovered, with one

exception.

Finally, No. 3, to which the antidote had been

administered immediately after the poison, were

only slightly indisposed, with the exception of

one which succumbed.

The animals belonging to series two and three,

which died, had absorbed 30 centigrammes of

phosphorus, an enormous dose. In addition,

they had been placed in a temperature so cold as

to freeze the water put at their disposal.

Finally, notwithstanding the large quantity of

phosphorus injected, the antidote was adminis-

tered in the same amount as in the other cases.

Phosphorus pills deprive the blood of the ne-

cessary oxygen, thus preventing its hsematosis.

Essence of turpentine appears to possess the

property, when absorbed, of preventing the phos-

phorus from burning in the blood, as it prevents

its combustion at a low temperature. The results

of these experiments we regard as highly satis-

factory, inasmuch as they give us a means of

paralysing the action of this poison, and finally,

eliminating it from the blood.

DOMESTIC.

The Black Knot in Fruit Trees.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter:

The Report of Dr. Mulvany, on the curative

effeets of coal-oil, is highly interesting; but the

huge blunder into which he has been betrayed,

in relation to the "Black Knots on Fruit Trees,"

ought to suggest a caution. Such a statement

should not pass, uncorrected, on this side of the

water.

The Black Knot is not produced by insect-
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puncture, nor is it made the special nidus of any

species of insect. It is a parasitic cryptogamous

plant, belonging to the class Fungi—order Pyre

nomyectes—Genus Sphoeria; and was accurately

described by Schweinitz half a Century ago, as

sphoeria morbosa. Various lavce of insects are

sometimes found in the old decaying knots,

which led to the popular error, and has made it

difficult fully to disabuse the public mind in re-

gard to them.

The knots have, within the pre°ent century,

attacked successfully, and destroyed the morello

cherry, and the damson plum; and are now ope

rating, destructively, on the common, or pie

cherry. Other varieties of the cherry and plum

have suffered much less.

The Doctor has mistaken the fact. He should

have said, the destruction of the black knot is the

surest means ofpreserving the tree; instead of

—

the destruction of the eggs, or young flies, in the

black knot, the surest means of preserving the

fruit. The eggs, or young flies, in the knots,

have no special relation to the fruit.

As regards treatment, it would be much better

surgery to amputate the young branches, so soon

as they manifest the disease, and carefully burn

them, than to incise the knot, and swab it with

coal oil. Later in the season the fungus throws

off innumerable spores, which being dispersed,

lodge on, vegetate, and become parasitic on

other branches, till they ultimately kill the tree.

This necessary correction is respectfully sub-

mitted. E. Michener, M. D.

New Garden, Chester Co., Pa.,

30th ofAth mo., 1869.

Poisoning by Chromic Acid.

Editors Med. and Surg. Eeporter:

On the 6th inst, Patrick C, aged 36, of intem-

perate habits, in a fit of desperation, swallowed

a solution containing about fifteen grains of chro-

mic acid. Within three minutes his countenance

assumed a leaden hue, his features contracted,

and eyes sunken, and he vomited very profusely;

first, the contents of the stomach; then a large

quantity of bile; and, lastly, considerable blood.

He had about the same time two or three very

copious alvine dejections.

I saw him about two hours after the occur-

rence. His stomach was still irritable, and he

complained of a great burning pain. His coun-

tenance had partially resumed its color, but the

eyes were still sunken. He had several times

drank water, but thrown it up instantly. I at

once ordered a very free use of sweet milk, of

which he drank, during the succeeding twelve

hours, over half a gallon, without any further

emesis. A good deal of tenderness of the sto-

mach still remaining, he was put upon the use of

powders of bismuth, morphine, and pulverized

gum acacias. He made a rapid and complete re-

covery. II. Wardxer, M. D.

Cairo, 111.

News and Miscellany.

Medical Law of Minnesota.

The bill is so much to the point, and so com-

mendable in its provisions as regards protection

of the rights of legitimate medicine, that we
give it entire, taking the occasion to commend it

to the special attention of all parties concerned:

"Sec. 1. That it shall be unlawful for any
person, within the limits of said State, who has
not attended at least two full courses of instruc-

tion, and graduated at some school of medicine
within the United States, or of some foreign

country, or who cannot produce a certificate of

qualification from some State, district, or county
medical Society, and is not a person of a good
moral character, to practise medicine in any of

ts departments, or perform any surgical opera-

tions for reward or compensation, or attempt to

practice medicine, or prescribe medicines, or per-

form any surgical operation for reward or com-
pensation, within the said State of Minnesota.

u Sec. 2. Any person living in the State of

Minnesota, or any person coming into said State,

who shall practise medicine, or attempt to prac-

tise medicine, in any of its departments, or per-

form, or attempt to perform, any surgical opera-

tion upon any person within the limits of said

State, in violation of sec. 1 of this act, shall, upon
conviction thereof, be fined not less than fifty

dollars, nor more than one hundred dollars for

such offence, and upon conviction for a second
violation of this act, shall, in addition to the

above fine, be imprisoned in the county jail of

the county in which such offence shall have been
committed, for the term of thirty days ; and in

no case wherein this act shall have been vio-

lated, shall any person so violating, receive a
compensation for services rendered: Provided,

nothing herein contained shall, in any way, be
construed to apply to any person practising den-
tistry exclusively.

''Sec. 3. No person who fails or neglects, on
or before the first day of October, 1869, to file in

the office of the Clerk of the District Court of the

county in which he resides or keeps his office, a
sworn copy of the certificate or diploma of some
school or college of medicine, that he has at-

tended at least two full courses and graduated at

such school, or a sworn copy of a certificate of
qualification of some State, district, or county
medical Society, shall be permitted in any court

of this State to sue for or recover any compensa-
tion for his services, advice, or attendance as a

physician or surgeon ; and the failure to file a
sworn copy of such diploma or certificate, as
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above provided, shall be prima facie evidence

that he has not attended or graduated at any
school of medicine, or received a certificate of

qualification from any State, district, or county

medical Society.
" Sec. 4. Any person studying medicine with

a preceptor, qualified as in this act above pro

vided, shall have three years from the commence
ment of his term of study to comply with the

provisions of this act.

"Sec. 5. This act shall take effect and be

in force from and after the first day of October
1869."

We are indebted to Br. Samuel Wiley, of St

Paul, Minn., for the above copy of the bill. It

was passed March 4, 1869.

—

Medical Record.

Ventilation.

The Massachusetts Medical Society offers a

prize of fifty dollars for the best dissertation,

worthy of a prize, which shall describe, in

plain language, briefly, "An effective and ready

method of ventilating sick-rooms—one that can

be put in operation at once, at the moment

needed, with least difficulty and expense, in

houses of ordinary construction/' The Commit-

tee of Award consists of five well-known physi-

cians, namely, Morrill Wyman, George H. Ly-

man, Henry G. Clark, Edward H. Clarke, and

William Read.

Medical Society of New Jersey.

The One Hundred and Third Annual Meeting

of the Medical Society of New Jersey will be

held in the Common Council Chamber, City Hall

Buildings, at Jersey City, on the fourth Tuesday

of May, (the 25th), at half-past seven o'clock, P.M.

Wm.'Pierson, Jr.,

Recording Secretary.

Orange, May 1st, 1869.

Baron Rothschild left 200,000 florins to

the Jews of Vienna, to erect a hospital for Israel-

ites. The chosen nation has, however, in the

opinion of the editor of the Wiener Med. Wochen-

sclirift not manifested their usual practical good

sense in choosing a locality, as the lot decided

upon is in the immediate vicinity of the city gas

works, and what is worse,—'for the odor of the

gas works, though disagreeable, is not unhealthy

—with an insufficient amount of ground and a

want of water.

From the 22d to the 27th of April, an

international meeting of delegates from the dif-

ferent societies to provide for the sick and

wounded in war met at Berlin. It was a con-

tinuation of the convention of Geneva, and the

proceedings were intended still further to enlarge
the usefulness of these sanitary societies.

Army and Navy News.

The following naval officers and civilians will

constitute the Board of Visitors to the Naval

Academy, to report on the 20 of May : Rear-

Admiral Paulding, the President; Commodore J.

R. Goldsborough, Captain; E. G. Parrott, Sur-

geon; William Maxwell Wood, the Hon. J. R.

Hawley, the Hon. II. H. Wadsworth, Dr. E. D.

Kittoe, George H. Stuart, Esq., and Judge Hum-
phrey.

Surgeon George H. Maulsby has been ap-

pointed President, and Surgeon Edward Shippen

and James S. Knight, members of the Board

to examine the physical condition of the gradua-

ting class of midshipmen on the the 20th of May.

Fleet Surgeon J. M. Foltz has been detached

from the European squadron, and is ordered

home.

Surgeon Charles Eversfield has been detached

from rendezvous duty at the Philadelphia Navy
Yard on the 15th of May, and is ordered to the

Franklin, as fleet surgeon of the European

squadron.

Surgeon John C. Spear is ordered to the Naval

Rendezvous at the Philadelphia Navy Yard, on

the 15th of May next.

r Notices inserted in this column gratis-, and are solicited
from all parts of the country; Obituary Notices and Resolu-
tions of Societies at ten cents per line, ten words to the line.}

MARRIED.

Buchanan—Brognard..—On the 24th ult., by the Rev.
Samuel B. Anpleton, Church of the Mediator, James A.
Bu5hanan, M.D., and Carrie B. Brognard, both of thi3
city.

Dtce—Gordon.—April 14th, by Rev D. C. Rped, J. P 1

Dice. M.D., of Coloma. Carroll co., Mo., and Miss Mag-
gie J. Gordon, of Mercer co., Pa.

Dove—-Egbert —In this city, April 29th, bv Rev. Dr.
Furne?s, First Lieutenant Wm. Edgar Dove, Twelfth In-
fanty, U. S. Army, and Julia, daughter of Surgeon Daniel
Egbert, U. S. Navy.
Harwood—Camp.—In New York city, April 21, 1869, at

the residence of the groom's brother, bv Rev. Henry
Ward Beecher, John G. Haxwood and Miss Rachel M.
Camp, both of Bennington, Vt.

Thaw— Mitchell.—On the 29th of April, in Christ
Chu-ch, Milford, Del., bv Rev. J. Leighton McKim, Wm.
H. Thaw, of Philadelphia, and C. Lizz'e. daughter of the
late Dr. James R. Mitchell, of the former place.

DIED.

Hendry—In Camden. N. J., on the 25th ult, Charles
D. Hendry, M. D., in the 60th year of his age.

Howell.—In this city, suddenly, on the 24th inst., Geo.
W. Howell, M. D., aged 55 years.

Kollock.—On the 24th of February, 1869. Mrs, Marga-
ret G. Kollock, wife < f M. H. Kollock, M. D., on b >ard
the United States Steamship Newborn, near the Straits of
Magellan, whilst accompanying her husband to Alaska,
to fill an appointment as army surgeon.
Post—At his residence in New York, April 26, 1869,

of typhus fever, Minturn Post, M. D., in the 61st year of
his age.
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SoMEBs.-Tn this city, on the 30th ult., Lewis Summed L Probably the lady has some vaginitis, with ulceration

Somers, M.D., in the 59th vear of his age. of the os, resulting from sexual intercourse. Put ber

Dr. Somers was one of our most reputable practition- under chloroform, use the speculum, and see whether it is

ers, an ornament to his profession, whose death is a loss, not so. The treatment will then be easy enough,

not only to the medical fraternity, but to society in gen- 2. Yes. A uterine syringe is what you want. Price $4.50

eral. to $6.00; but don't use it too often.

OBITUARY.

Minturn Post, M. D.

The New York Tribune says: Dr. Minturn Post, one

of the most distinguished practitioners of this city, died

at his residence on Monday, April 26, after a short illness.

Dr. Post was graduated from Columbia College in the

class of 1828, with Hamilton Fish, Winthrop, Jay, and

other men who have attained to distinction. He studied

his profession under the supervision of Dr. Valentine

Mott and, after attending the regular course of medical

lectures in Philadelphia and New York, Dr. Post went to

Paris, where he further coutinued his studies under Baron

Louis, Brousais and other distinguished scientific men
He translated from the French a work on Auscultation

and Percussion, which metwith considerable favor among
professional men. Twenty-six years ago, Dr. Post was

elected Medical Examiner to the Mutual Insurance Com-
pany, and continued to discharge the duties of his posi-

tion until within a few days of his death. As a mark of

respect to Dr. Post's memory, the office of the Mutual

Life Insurance Company will remain closed until after

tbe funeral, except for the reception of premiums falling

due.

QUERIES AND REPLIES.

Dr. S. II., of Washinffton Ter.—Your Compendium (No 3)

ha 1
* been sent to your former address. Send for it. Re-

mittance was received.

Dr. J. S. A., of California—Compendium No. 3 has been
sent.

Dr. W. E. H.,of Pa., and othev».—Having naid a year's
subscription in advance to the Reporter. $2 additional
will entitle you to the Compendium for 1869„

Dr. S C. P., of Ills.—" Can you inform me when Dr.
Meigs will have his new work on Diseases of Children
ready for sale?"

We cannot positively say, but understand that it may
be expected by fall.

Effects of Strychnia.

Dr. W. T. C.,ofKy—"I notice in the United States
Dispensatory, in speaking of the action of strychnia,
where the author says it does not prove poisonous to ani-
mals having no lungs. Please inform me, through your
journal, what animal it is that has no lungs?"
We presume that animals such as fish, whose blood is

aerated in the gills, radiates, molluscs, etc., are the classes

of animals referred to.

Vaginitis.

Dr. R., of Ind.—1. Mrs. H., a young woman, married
in December. Soon after had great heat and swell ng of
the vulva and vagina. Her doctor used stimulating diu-
retics. She grew worse. She then fell into the hands of
my partner. Cooling applications removed the inflam-
mation in a mearure. She has still a leueorrbcea, which
checks for a few days, and then returns, irritating and
burning 'like fire,' Abdomen exceedingly tender at
times. When discharge ceases, the womb swalls, accom-
panied with nain—both of which subside when discharge
reappears.

m
Womb is described as rolling and squirming.

Menstruation has not appeared since her marriage, until
about five weeks ago, when there was a show for one day
only. None of the ordinary s gns of pregnancy are pre-
sent. She has kept her bed from the start, although ber
appetite and general health has been good. The tender-
ness of the womb and abdomen dates back only about a
month. Cooling and astringent injections have been
used. The vagina has been too tender for use of specu-
lum. What is the diagnosis and treatment?
"2. I wish to ask another question. Is it safe to inject

medicinal substances into the cavity of the uterus, and if

so, what instrument is rasost appropriate, and price?"

The Opium Habit.

Dr. H., of Ills.—" About five years since I began the
use of morphia sulph. in one e'ghth and one fourth grain
doses, the effect of which was delightful to quiet nerve?,
heavy, dull pain in spine, and very unpleasant, jerking,
uneasy sensations along arms and lower extremities dys-
pepsia, and perhaps dilatation of the heart to eone ex-
tent; all of which unpleasant svmp oras a small dose of
morphia would remove in a most thorough manner, leav-
ing me, for from two to twenty-four hour-, free from pa : *\
with intellectual improvement. But now from ten to fif-
teen gra ; ns are borne, without any inconven ence, twioi
daily. Since I began the u?e ot it, mv weight and flesh
have increased, also my appetite. To neglect taking
it destroys all appetite, and leaves me in a mosr mi.-c-a-
blo condition, which seems intolerable. But I am satis-
fied it is ruining me intellectually and financially, it cost-
ing me now five or six dollars per week. What am I to
do? What can I do? There must be a stopping place
somewhere. I have tried many substitute?, but none
begin to fill the place of morphia. I cannot read long
without dozing, and whilst in that condition there is often
a sudden jerk or spasmodic action of the muscles of the
body or one extremity, which is often sudden and power-
ful. Often there seems to be temporary congestion of the
spinal cord, and the circulation is temporarily arrested,
starting again with a sudden phock to the system. I have
faith in the advice of the Rrportkr, and hence would
like to hear from it on the subject of morphia and its
effects. Yes, the Reporter fills the bill. 1 have taken
all of our best journals, (or the most of them,) but at tbo
end of the year I have invariably sought for better—they
did not give entire Fattsfaction. something seemed want-
ing—but when my term of subscription exnires now, I
do not hesitate. I seek no further, but, forthwith renew
my subscription without a thought of doing better. What
a dreadful habit I have acquired ? What can you advise ?
Of course, it requires all my ingenuity to keep it from my
patrons, who, to know it, would cast me off. Which is the
best work on morphia?"
Your case is indeed a most unfortunate, and, we are

sorry to add, a by no means uncommon one. Indeed
we have thought that physicians, more than any other

profession, are inclined to the abuse of opiates. We have
known numbers who were constant opium eaters.

It is a most difficult habit to break. Rest assured of

one thing—that the unpleasant sensations you experi-

ence on quitting the drug, are more owing to the loss of it

than to any disease.

We advise you to reduce the quantity one-third or one-
fourth of a grain a day, take plenty of active exercise,

a concentrated, easily digestible animal diet, cold salt-

water baths once or twice a day, and substitute tempora-
rily bromide of potassium for your accustomed anodvne,
"The Opium Habit," a book lately published by Har-

per & Bros., New York City, is one you ought to get and
read. It costs about $1.50.

METEOBOLOGY.

April, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24. 25.

Wind

Weather.

S. W.
Clear.

S.
Clear
ShrV

W.
Clear-

W.
Clear.

E.
Clear
Hazy.

S. W.
Cl'dy.

w.
Clear

Depth Rain- 4-10

Thermometer.
Minimum
At 8, A. M
At 12, M
At 3, P. M

52°

66
75
76
67.25

61°

69
77
78
71.25

52°
68
66
67
63.25

46°

56
62
65
57.25

45°
58
66
64
58.25

49°

59
68
72
62.

51°

37
60
59
56.75

Barometer.
30. 29.9 29.8 29.9 30. 30. 30.

Germantown, Pa. B. J. Leedom.

mv** ft
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CASE OF PLACENTA PRiEVIA.

By Wm. C. Shurlock, M. D.,

Of Darlington, Pa.

Mrs. S., set. 29, wife of Rev. S., went to Pitts-

burgh, Pa., on the 8th ultimo. She was at that

time about eight months pregnant. On the night

of the 9th ult. she was taken suddenly, (without

pain,) with severe uterine hemorrhage; she says,

"that more than one quart of blood was lost at

that time." In a few days after she seemed

quite well, and again returned home near the

town of D., and, as usual, went about doing her

work in the house.

On the 31st ult. she again had another attack

of uterine hemorrhage, accompanied with slight

pain in the back. I was called to see her about

one hour after the hemorrhage commenced, and

I am fully satisfied that she lost one quart of

blood at that time. It ceased in about four

hours from the time it commenced.

I made a per vaginam examination, but could

not detect any dilatation of the os uteri. As a

cause of the hemorrhage, I suspected an attach-

ment of the placenta over the uteri, and that

some detachment of the utero placental surface

had taken place, and I feared when labor came

on, that it would be one of placenta proevia, and

so expressed myself to her husband. Hemor-

rhage again recurred on the 5th inst., when she

lost about the same quantity of blood as before.

On the 8th inst., at 12 o'clock, A.M., she was

taken with labor. I was called to see her the

same day, at 3 o'clock, P.M. I found her having

labor pains every 15 minutes. I made inquiry

if she was having any hemorrhage. She in-

formed me it was slight. I made a per vaginam

examination ; found the os uteri dilated the size

of a silver dollar, and a soft, pulpy mass present-

ing, which, when I touched, caused severe hem-

orrhage. This hemorrhage continued at inter-

vals of half an hour, till 8 o'clock, P.M., when

the labor pains gradually increased in severity.

I made another per vaginam examination ; found

almost complete dilatation of the os uteri, and to

my horror, I discovered that my former fears was

a reality;

—

the placenta was presenting, and that

I had to deal with one of those terrible cases of

placenta proevia.

The hemorrhage was now continuous and pro-

fuse, and the patient's strength began to fail.

Knowing that time was valuable in this case,

and that a speedy delivery was indicated, I at

once proceeded to deliver her with forceps., At
first I met with great resistance, because of the

placenta presenting, and filling up the entire

mouth of the uterus, which prevented the suc-

cessful introduction of the left-hand blade of the

forceps, so as to allow them to lock; finally, I

removed the forceps, and with my index finger

of the right hand, with the nail cut like the teeth

of a saw, I tore through the placenta in an

antero-posterior direction, to the distance of

about three and a half inches, through which

rent in the placenta I introduced the forceps,

and in a few moments I had the pleasure of suc-

ceeding in adjusting them upon the foetal head,

so that I had no further difficulty in locking

them. Her pains now became more severe,

and having by the aid of the forceps complete

control over the foetus, I at once delivered her

of a living female child. In about five minutes

after the placenta came away, the uterus con-

tracted firmly, and all hemorrhage ceased, much
to my satisfaction; after which I applied the

bandage, and placed her comfortably in bed. I

gave her one-half grain of morphia sulphas,

which quieted the nervous system. I remained

with her for three hours, when all seemed to be

well. I left her for the night. I visited her the

next day, found that she and the child were both

doing well, and at the writing of this article she

is able to be up all day.

Such is the history and the result of my first

case of placenta proevia, in an experience of ten

years' practice, and I pray God that I may never

. have a similar one, while I continue in the prac-

tice of obstetrics. Should any of the readers of

.
your valuable journal ever meet with a similar
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case, I would advise, so soon as the dilatation of

the or utreri is sufficiently progressed, to at once

"break through the placenta, as I did in this case,

with the right index finger, apply the forceps

through the rent, and deliver the foetus at once.

If the accoucheur will thus act promptly, it is my
firm opinion, that in all cases of placenta praevia

life can be saved to both mother and child.

While speaking of forceps in connection with

this case, I wish to say to the profession, that I

use Davie's short forceps, modified by myself in

1859, and made to my order by Messrs. Cart-

wright & Fourg, of Pittsburgh, Pa. The im-

provement over the old style consists in making

the shank one and a half inches longer, which will

allow their use in either strait of the pelvis, and

permit them to lock without the external geni-

talia. I also give them one-half inch more of

pelvic curve, which facilitates their introduction,

and make the fenestra one fourth of an inch

longer at the expense of the blade, which makes

them lighter, and causes them to hold more

firmly, and thus prevent slipping off, when once

properly applied.

April 22d, 1869.

POISONING BY TINCT. FERRI CIILORIDI.

Reported by J. R. Hiens, M. D
,

Of Vicksburg, Miss.

I was called on the 14th of November, 1868,

to see Mrs. D., of this city, who was ill from

congestive chill, from which she had not reacted.

After considerable labor, reaction was estab-

lished, and general heat restored. Prescribed

for the patient, and was passing from the house,

when I was recalled, and informed by may pa-

tient that she was "flooding." On examination,

discovered copious hemorrhage from the uterus;

uterus is impregnated; had recently had her

menses.

I ordered cold applications to the abdomen, and

the following: R. Tinct. ferri chloridi, ^ss.:

aquae, ^vijss., M. ; with directions to use as an

injection.

A few hours later I was hurriedly summoned

again, the husband informing me that his wife

had convulsions, and complained that she was

burning up.

On arriving at the house, and making inquiry,

I found that the injection had not been used in

the uterus, but introduced into the rectum; a

most ludicrous and unaccountable mistake. I at

once perceived that I had to deal with a case of

poisoning from muriated tincture of iron. The

patient complained of burning throughout the

whole course of the pleniatory canal, violent

spasms of the muscles of the hands and feet,

great restlessness, and intense thirst; had one

convulsion after my arrival.

Ordered copious enemata of flaxseed tea, add-

ing an alkali; gave alkalies by the mouth, and a

large dose of castor-oil, which was soon fallowed

by free evacuation of the contents of the bowels,

of a very dark and offensive character, which

afforded much relief. Gave mucilaginous drinks;

continued the use of alkalies. Patient recovered.

Burning sensation in the rectum and anus con-

tinued for several days.

THE USE OF THE SILVER UTERINE SUP-
PORTER IN THREE CASES OF DIS-

PLACEMENT OF THE UTERUS.

By S. P. Crawford, M. D.,

Of Greenville, Tenn.

Case 1st. Mrs. G., had labored under prolapsus,

with ulceration of the os, for more than two years.

A portion of that time confined to her bed, and

at no time able to be out of her room or upon

her feet but a short time. Suffered with distress-

ing pains in her back, hips, and thighs. I cau-

terized and used sponge-tent with temporary

relief, but any attempt to walk or engage in any

physical exercise brought back distressing pains,

and in a few days the case was as bad as ever.

Three weeks ago I applied Dr. L. A. Babcock's

silver uterine supporter, which at once gave relief

to all pain in the back, hips, and thighs. There

was an ulcer on the os, with considerable dis-

charge, when I applied it. The second day, I

removed the instrument, cauterized the ulcer

with nit. argent., and again adjusted the instru-

ment. The ulcer at once healed, and the dis-

charge ceased, and my patient is free from all

suffering, has improved in flesh, and says she

feels as well as she ever did in her life. She

walks about all day, without inconvenience, and

walks to town, visiting her old friends, astonish-

ing them, for her visits seem like those of one

from the tomb, so unexpected and unlooked for

was her recovery.

Case 2d. Mrs. W., had anteversion. The ute-

rus was so displaced that its longitudinal axis

formed an angle with the axis of the pelvis, the

upper portion of the organ deviating anteriorly,

the lower posteriorly ; the fundus pressing against

the bladder had caused so much soreness and in-

flammation that she could not bear any manipu-

lations to restore the uterus to its normal posi-

tion. I applied Dr. Babcock's silver uterine
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supporter, not trying to put the cup on to the

cervix, but let it gently touch the walls of the

uterus, to see what power the instrument would

have to contract the muscles by its electric ac-

tion. The next day I found the position of the

uterus very much improved, so that I could get

the cup to its place and continue its use. The

irritation of the bladder soon wore off, and in

ten days' time the womb assumed its natural

position, and the patient was cured.

Case 3d. Mrs. B., had retroversion, with fun-

dus in hollow of sacrum; much enlargement and

soreness, with extreme leucorrhceal discharge.

I treated the case with Dr. Babcock's silver sup-

porter, using a large cup with a short stem, and

found the happiest results after twenty days'

constant application of the instrument. Though,

in this case, the application of the instrument

was painful for the first two days, until the fun-

dus was brought up out of the hollow of the

sacrum, then it was worn with ease and com-

fort.

A CASE OF CANCER.

By Drs. Jacob Ritter and James H. Case.

The above subject was the wife of Dr. T. G.

Morris, of Liverpool, Perry county, Pennsylva-

nia, who died April 21st, 1869, aged 47 years,

11 months, and 13 days. This excellent lady

(for such she was) suffered very much for a few

years, and especially for the last three months,

from a tumor in her right iliac region. The

most scientific and skilled physicians were called

in, but failed to properly diagnose the tumor;

some supposed it to be an ovarian tumor or

cancer of the uterus; some a displacement of the

liver, or right kidney ; others a case of hydatid.

The general conclusion was an iliac cancerous

tumor, of large dimensions. The best skill

proved unavailing. She died on the 21st., inst.

Efty-two hours after her death a post-mortem ex-

amination was permitted. Drs. present, James

H. Case, Jacob Ritter, J. B. Eby, and G. Ruter,

all of Perry county, Pennsylvania. The abdc-

men being laid open by Case and Ritter, a can-

cerous tumor about the size of a child's head,

presented itself, supposed to weigh about three

pounds. It occupied the right iliac and inguinal

region, and adhered in front to the peritoneum

and walls of the abdomen, some five inches in

length, and extending through the lumbar re-

gion back to the right kidney, where it was

firmly attached, embracing its lower third. It

also adhered underneath the kidney, to the spi-

nal column, (firmly upwards) for about six

inches. A part of this tumor branched out and

adhered to this colon, which was in part absorbed.

By making pressure on the tumor one could force

out soft pulpy or cancerous matter; on cutting

into the same, it was found to contain cells, and

to be of the encephaloid, or soft variety. The
bowels were in a congested state. The liver was
healthy, except the lower lobe which was slightly

indurated. The kidney also, save that portion

involved in the cancerous tumor, which was con-

gested. The ova or ovarium were normal and
healthy, as was the uterus. The probability is,

that this cancer was coming on slowly for some

years, and only took on growth rapidly the last

three or four months, which gave the most ex-

cruciating pain, such as could not be palliated

to any extent, with morphine, or any class of

narcotics nor anodynes, though given freely in

every possible form. But amidst the acute pain

the bright virtues of Christian patience and endu-

rance was manifested, she lived and died a

Christian. The strongest probability is, that this

cancer originated in the colon. It seemed to be

a part and parcel of the tumor.

The Australian Disease.

A correspondent sends us the following extract

from the diary of Brother Heissel, a missionary

in Ramabyuck, Gippsland, Australia, and asks

us to" make something out of it."

October 1st.—We had again five scholars, and
feel encouraged with this slight progress. The
Lutheran missionaries have thirteen, who have

come from the western district; they receive

food and clothing, and sleep at night in the

school-room, that they may be as little as possi-

ble tainted by their parents' vicious habits.

3d.—Two well-known chieftains made their

appearance, and begged for flour, tea, and sugar.

One of our former scholars presented himself

again, and I am sorry to see in him all the symp-
toms of that peculiar lameness, which makes
cripples of not a few of the blacks

;
they raise

their legs high in walking as if they were in a
hurry to get forward, but were prevented by
some one holding them back, and they stumble

over the slightest obstacle in the way.

We take this to be the earlier symptoms of

that peculiar marasmus which destroys so many

of the natives of Australia. The muscles undergo

gradual atrophy, until the patient appears like a

living skeleton. The appetite continues, and a

remarkable degree of strength is retained, but

finally death is certain. We have seen this dis-

ease described by various non-medical travellers,

but do not remember any post-mortem examina-

tions reported. It is said to be contagious.
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A URETHRAL APPLICATOR AND UNI-

VERSAL SHOWERING SYRINGE.

By A. G. Field, M.D.,

Of Des Moines, Iowa.

The following described instrument was

devised for the purpose of bringing topical

applications more effectually and uniformly

upon the urethral mucous membrane than

the usual methods of employing injections

admits of.

In an effort to study some of the pathologi-

cal conditions of that canal during the past

year by ocular inspection with the endoscope,

my attention has been attracted by the con-

stancy of the maculose appearances of the

mucous membrane, tumefied blotches, circum-

scribed patches of abrasion, stricture, etc., in

cases of blennorrhea, and other obstinate

maladies of the part. These conditions as

their history shows, are usually the extension

or sequelae of less circumscribed disease, in-

volving at first only the mucous membrane,

and suggest inefficiency or misapplication

of treatment which has simply modified the

preceding form, or eradicated it from a por-

tion only of the tissues involved.

"Without considering the varieties of one-

third injections, the indications for the use of

them, or their comparative value as an ad-

junct to other treatment, our object is merely

to invite attention to the manner of using

them.

The inferences, from a contemplation of

the prominences and fossae, sinuses and lon-

gitudinal folds of the urethral mucous mem-
brane in its quiescsnt condition, together

with the usual mode of employing injections,

seems to afford a starting point for a solution

of the difficulty, and to present the import-

ance of overcoming these irregularities by dis-

tending the canal sufficiently to constitute its

walls as nearly as possible, smooth and even

surfaces in the use of local applications. For

this purpose Dr. M. S. Buttles invented and

has used with success a syringe, the nozzle of

which is provided with prongs on either side,

which being introduced with the nozzle dilate

the canal while the injection is thrown into

it. See Medical Record, vol. 11, page 575.

With the instrument hereafter described,

all parts of the urethra can be reached with

equal facility. It is operated with one hand

and adapted to a variety of conditions. The

point most suitable having been attached,

and the syringe sufficiently filled with the injection

to be used, a bulb of proper size for the urethra is

attached to the point, and the injection forced into it.

The urethra having been previously cleared by mic-

turition, the bulb point is to be introduced into it as

far back as the disease extends, and the syringe

gradually discharged as the point is slowly with-

drawn.

This instrument has been so far used with very
satisfactory results. But as its real value can be de-

termined only by a more general and extended use

of it, others interested and having larger opportu-

nities may feel disposed to give it a trial, as a help not

only in obviating some protracted diseases of the

urethra, but in facilitating the cure of them in their

most obstinate forms.
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The value of the instrument, however, is not

entirely confined to the use for which it was

originally designed. As a Universal Shower-

ing Syringe it has in my hands superseded to

some extent the use of probangs, caustic holders,

spray tubes, etc., in the treatment of diseases of

other canals and cavities of the human body.

The figure marked {a) is designed to repre-

sent a strong glass 5 v. syringe, two and one-half

inches in length, and graduated.

The rings (b) (b) are attached to the metallic

cap (c) for support as represented. The point

or tube (d) is straight, and is six inches in

length ; and the point (f) is curved in its termi-

nal two-thirds, and is nine inches in length.

Both are of the size of a No. 4 bougie, and are

terminated at (e) [e) by screws for the attach-

ment of the oblong globular bulbs (g) (h) (i) and

(j), which are perforated in their lesser circum-

ferences by numerous minute holes, 1-50 inches

or less in diameter, except (/), which is perfora-

ted only at the distal extremity. They corres-

pond in size to Nos. 4, 6, 8, and 10 bougies, and

are all adapted to either point or tube (d) and

(/). The tubes or points are attached to the

syringe by means of a screw, and a sliding

gage adapted to either point, is useful in locat-

ing the application at any given distance within

the orifice of a canal or cavity.

The metallic part of the instrument is of pure

silver, but its range of usefulness would be some-

what extended by using some still less corrosive

metal.

Medical Societies.

BROWN COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY.

Georgetown, 0., April 14th, 1869.

The Brown County Medical Society met, pur-

suant to a call of President and Secretary, pub-

lished in the County papers. The minutes of

the previous meeting were read and approved.

Several very interesting cases were reported

and fully discussed. Some of the cases were of

unusual interest, and during the discussion ex-

cited by them, a complete interchange of opinion

was had.

On motion, Dr. E. R. Bell and W. W. Ells-

berry were appointed delegates to the American

Medical Association to meet in New Orleans in

May 1869, and Drs. D. Gould, Y. Stephenson, J.

N. Salisbury and J. L. Wylie, were appointed

delegates to the Ohio State Medical Society.

Dr. A. N. Wylie offered a resolution which

was unanimously adopted, to the effect that mem-

bers of the society shall exact full fees for medi-

cal attention on all ministers and their families,

who so far forget their obligations to their pro-

fession, to society, and to science, as to become

advisers in the interest of irregular practitioners,

thus jeopardizing the health and lives of good

citizens.

Dr. Stephenson offered a resolution in relation

to the proposed Geological Survey of the State,

which was unanimously adapted.

On motion, the society then adjourned to meet

in Ripley on the third Wednesday of May next,

at ten o'clock, A. M.
Thomas W. Gordon, Secretary.

Editorial Department.

Periscope.

A Long Fast.

A case of a young girl who is said to have

fasted for the last seventeen months, is thus re-

ported on by J. Lewis, M. D,, of Carmarthen, in

the Brit. Med. Journal:

Sarah Jacobs, aged 12 on the 17th of this

month, is the daughter of a farmer residing in

the parish of Llanfihangel-ar-Arth, Carmarthen-

shire, and is the third child in a family of seven.

All the other children are healthy. The farm is

situated in a valley having a south aspect, and it

is near the lower part of the valley. There is

humid land on the west side of the house. The
house itself is straw-thatched, with one story.

The room occupied by the girl is on the ground

floor, and is of moderate size. The floor is of

mortar composition, and is not covered with

boards or matting. There are two bedsteads in

the room—one occupied by the girl's parents,

and the other by herself. Her bedstead is rather

low, and so placed in the room that no direct

light falls on the girl; and this has been the

position of the bed for the last twelve months.

There has not been any fire in the bedroom from

the commencement of her illness.

The alleged facts respecting this girl are, that

she has not swallowed any food whatever since

October 10th, 1867; and that she has not swal-

lowed any water or any other fluid since the end

of December, 1867.

Previous History of Sarah Jacobs.—She was

healthy as a child, and remained so until Febru-

ary, 1866. At that time she passed through an

attack of scarlatina, which spread through the

family; and, although no medical treatment was
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adopted, all of the children recovered. After

about a fortnight's confinement to the house, she

was quite well, and went to a neighboring school.

About February 15th, 1867, she first complained

of pain in the epigastric region
5
and one morn-

ing, on getting up, she complained to her mother

of having some frothy, bloody fluid in her mouth.

What the source of thi<* was, could not be ascer-

tained. On Sunday, February 17th, the epigas-

tric pain, which was chiefly in the left side, be-

came agonizing, and continued until the evening,

when, after taking some remedies ordered by

Mr. Davies of Llandyssil, she was relieved. She

has never left her bed since this severe attack.

For a fortnight afterward she complained still of

epigastric pain, but did not lose consciousness.

At the end of a fortnight from the commence-

ment of her illness, she began to suffer from

convulsive attacks, which, from the description

given, were epileptic. During the fits the body

was arched forward very considerably, the centre

of the spine being very much raised from the

bed. After continuing for a short time in a state

of opisthotonos, the muscular spasm suddenly

ceased, and she fell flat on the bed again. For a

whole month she continued in a state of uncon-

sciousness, suffering from constant repetitions

of severe convulsive attacks, during which time

she took little food. At the end of the month

she seemed to recover natural consciousness, and

a^ked for food. From this time the fits ceased

to be of the convulsive type; they were simply

temporary loss of consciousness, with sudden

awakings. For a month she partook of rice and

milk, and a preparation of oat-meal and milk, in

fair quantities. She then gradually declined in

her desire for food until August of the same

year, when she took only small quantities of

boiled apple and milk. Thus she continued until

the 10th of the following October (1867), when
she ceased to take any food whatever. From
this date to the following Christmas, she was
given small quantities of water, in the course of

the day amounting to only a few teaspoonfuls

:

but, since the end of December, 1867, she has

not swallowed any fluid. Occasionally, after

coming out of her attacks, a little water is ap-

plied to her lips; but even this has not been

done for the space of nine days. Since she has

ceased to take any food, she has not suffered

from any intercurrent attacks of illness, saving

a few herpetic eruptions on her lip, and an occa-

sional headache. The last time her bowels were

moved was on November 6th, 1867. She con-

tinued to pass some urine for about a month
after this, and then she ceased to pass any until

August, 1868, when she was found occasionally

to wet the blanket—about twice a week—with a

small stain. She has had no secretion from the

nostrils; and the skin has had no sensible per-

spiration, except on the hands and feet, which

fpel moist. In May, 1867, she lost all her hair;

but since then it has been entirely reproduced,

and is now long. Her second dentition has been

completed during her illness, and she has grown
in length during this time.

State on April 7th, 1869. She was lying in a

low bed, on her back, the shoulders and head

slightly raised, and her right arm outside the

clothes, which she moved at will. Her face was

not emaciated, but moderately full, with slight

flush on the cheeks, and the nose and color of

lips natural; her features were perfect and good

looking; the skin of her face generally was

healthy; her front tee'h were normal, and it was

said that the remainder were so, though I did

not see them. She was not able to open her

mouth; she never put out the tongue. The tem-

perature of the forehead was natural; her eyes

were bright; the irides of hazel brown color.

The general aspect of her face was that of being

delicate, not cachectic. As her examination re-

quired to be proceeded with cautiously, ber body

was not uncovered, but my hand was applied

immediately to the front of the chest and the

abdomen. The skin covering these parts was

warm; there was no excessive emaciation felt;

the abdomen was not depressed, but was of the

usual position of a slender child. Occasional,

flatulent, rumbling noises were heard in the ab-

domen. The whole of the right arm was seen,

and the legs; the color and texture of the skin

on these parts were healthy; the hand looked

delicate, and the nails well formed. The length

of the right forearm and hand, from the point of

the elbow to the end of the middle finger, was 14

inches; from the point of the elbow to the carpal

end of the ulna, was 8 inches; the girth of the

middle of the arm, 7 inches, and of the middle of

the forearm, 6$ inches; the length of the whole

body was 4 feet 8 inches, measured with a tape.

The respiration was natural; 17 inspirations in

the minute. The superficial breadth of the chest,

across the level of the mammas, was 10 inches.

The pulse was feeble, but distinct and variable,

from 100 to 108 per minute. The temperature

in the axilla, after three minute's rest, was 95°;

the temperature of the feet rather low. She

sleeps well every night, from six to eight hours,

but she does not sleep in the day. She is cheer-

ful in her disposition. I heard her read aloud a

Welsh hymn; her voice was plaintive, but mod-
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erately loud and distinct. During my visit, she

had three or four attacks of unconsciousness; one

was caused by the barking of a dog; she par-

tially closed the eyelids, and remained perfectly

still ; the color of the face was not altered. After

two or three minutes, she heaved a sigh, made a

slight sound, and seemed like one suddenly awak-

ing from sleep.

She is once a day removed from one bed to an-

other, for the purpose of shaking her bed; during

this time she remains in a state of unconscious-

ness, or what they call "a fit," and does not re-

cover until replaced in her own bed. She is

clothed in a colored flannel and calico night-

dress.

Neuralgia of the Pace.

The following extract is from a lecture deliv-

ered before the Union Dental Association at

Toronto, by Dr. "VYm. Canniff, and published in

the Canada Journal of Dental Science.

Neuralgia, or irritation of the dental nerve,

is often the cause of mydriasis or dilatation of

the pupil. Likewise the various muscles of the

eye have been found paralysed in cases of wound
of the infra, or supra orbital nerves, or in cases

of neuralgia. Cases of hemiplegia, that is, pa-

ralysis of one side of the body, are recorded, in

which the disease was limited to a part of a limb,

as the face, or the eye, due to tic douloreux. Dr.

Shearman mentions a case of hemiplegia of the

right limbs, caused by neuralgia of the right

inferior maxilliary nerve. Brown- Seqtjard re-

cords seventeen cases of hemiplegia from morbid

reflex action, due to irritation of the fifth nerve

near its origin, or of the crus cerebelli. Almost

every physician has met with cases of hemiple-

gia, caused by a diseased tooth, which was en-

tirely removed by the extraction of the tooth.

Anaesthesia, loss of sensation, is not a rare

thing from morbid reflex action. One whole

side of the face has been repeatedly affected,

which was due to neuralgia of the trifacial

nerves of the same side. Brown- Sequard men-
tions a case of anaesthesia of part of the forehead

and face, in consequence of the irritation of a

branch of the fifth pair on the cheek bone by
a bruise. I might continue to enumerate in-

stances of morbid reflex action and sensation,

in connection with the fifth pair of nerves, such

as amaurosis, where there is diminution or com-

plete loss of sight, without any external mark
thereof, the optic nerve or retina being affected.

This is a not uncommon result by reflex action,

of diseases of the supra-orbital or infra-orbital

nerve, especially neuralgia; also, after injuries

of those nerves. Many cases are recorded in

which amaurosis is cured by curing the neu-

ralgia. Indeed, there is no nerve which pos-

sesses so much power to cause reflex morbid

function as the fifth pair. This is, of course,

due to the extensive nature of the distribution of

this pair, as well as its numerous anastomoses.

Neuralgia, or tic douloreux, is a term often

used, without, perhaps, any specific idea as to its

purport. Neuralgia is characterized principally

by acute pain, sudden in its onset and disappear-

ance. It is due to pathological irritation of the

nerve, by which the component elements of a

nerve trunk are disturbed, and thereby incapaci-

tated to carefully discharge their duty. It is

akin to inflammatory action. Now the primary

irritation may exist in the trunk of the nerve, or

at the periphery of one of its branches. One of

the most common sources of neuralgia is in con-

nection with the fifth nerve, and it is very fre-

quently seen arising in a small dental nerve

where the tooth is decayed. Consequently, neu-

ralgia of the face is by far the most ordinarily

met with by the surgeon and the dentist. But

neuralgia of the fifth nerve may be produced by

other causes. It may be the result of irritation,

in other nerves, while, also, an irritation of the

nerves of the jaws may cause a neuralgia else-

where than in the face. A few instances may

be given:—Tumors on the head pressing upon a

nerve have caused neuralgia, and the removal of

the tumor effectually cured the disease. An in-

jury to a nerve in one side of the body has pro-

duced neuralgia upon the other side. Neuralgia

of the left temple has resulted from a severe cut

over the right parietal bone. Cases are recorded

in which there was neuralgia of the arm, caused

by an irritation of the dental nerve from a

decayed tooth. These were always cured by the

extraction of the decayed tooth. A tumor upon

the inferior dental nerve has caused facial neu-

ralgia. Dr. Green, of New York, has, by removal

of such tumor, cured the neuralgia. Repeatedly,

division, or excision of a portion of the orbital

nerve has removed neuralgia—sometimes of years

standing. Burns, and the resulting cicatrix, as

well as wounds, have caused neuralgia, which

nothing but excision would remove.

Neuralgia is very likely to lead to alterations

in nutrition 5 not alone of the soft parts, but in

the teeth. In all cases where there is disease of

a dental nerve during the period of growth,

there will result defective formation of the tooth.

And at any period of life it will impair their

integrity, and tend to decay.

In like manner deranged action of the nerve
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may cause morbid secretion, or completely arrest the air, and as Cohnheim's apparently conclusive

arguments receive greatest support from observa-

tions in ceratitis, the corneal tissue possessing

many advantages for the study, we hope that

Dr. Balogh's negative testimony may prove to be

incorrect. Cohnheim's theory, once thoroughly

established in truth, contains the germs of such

improvements in our knowledge of pathology

that we would reluctantly see it pass away as a

mere chimera. A. A. H.

it, as of the saliva. It may induce cataract as

well. These morbid secondary results may re-

main there after the primary and secondary

causes have passed away, or have been cured,

even after a portion of the nerve has been re-

moved.

Again, neuralgia may lead to, or cause gray-

ness of the hair, or some affection of the ear.

Not unfrequently, neuralgia is complicated with

hysteria, a protean malady of constant occur-

rence. Instances are recorded in which hyste-

ria succeeded facial neuralgia, and came on

regularly at the same hour of the day as the

neuralgia had. Now here is an affection of the

fifth nerve, extending to the nerve centre, beyond

the origin of the roots. Similar cases are men-

tioned, in which there was an exchange of a

peripheral, or a central disorder. For instance,

neuralgia will sometimes terminate in mania, or

melancholia; occasionally the one will alternate

with the other. An interesting case is men-

tioned by a German writer, of neuralgia of the

left fifth nerve, which was followed by sensations

of distress, a special feature of which was that

the patient had not room enough; that every-

thing around him was getting narrower, and

converging toward him; the walls seemed to be

closing together round him, and the ceiling to

be sinking down. If in the street, he appeared

to be entering into a cul de sac, while crowds of

people seemed to be pressing toward him. Here
we have reflected action characterized by abnor-

mal ideas. The irritation of the nerve excites

parts of the brain, which are not involved in the

neuralgia itself, just as we have in some cases,

morbid co-sensations, in this we have morbid co-

ideas, as result of the hyperesthesia of the fifth

nerve.

Cohnheim's Theory.

Professor Koloman Balogh, of Pesth, denies

the correctness of the conclusions drawn by
Waller in 1846, and Colmheim in 1867, on the

identity of the white blood-corpuscles and pus-

corpuscles. He does not believe that the white

corpuscles pass out of the uninjured capillary

walls ; and did not succeed in observing their

"amoeboid movements," although he made many
careful microscopical examinations. He says

that the theory revived with so much eclat by
Cohnheim is destined to sink into oblivion, as

did the original one of Waller.
(
Virchow's

Archiv, November 5th, 1868.) As his experi.

ments were made only on the mesentery of frogs,

the inflammation being induced by exposure to

Remedy for Whooping Cough.

An experienced practitioner, in an article pub-

lished in the Canada Medical Journal, says that

the following prescription for whooping cough is

the best he has met with:

R. Ammon bromid., z\.
Acid hydrocyan. dil., IT^xx.

Tinct. sem. stramonii,
rn. xx «

Water and syrup, M.

A teaspoonful three times daily to a child two

years old, will often relieve in twenty-four hours.

Two or three grains of the bromide of ammonia
may be given three times daily.

—

Med. Record.

Reviews and Book Notices.

NOTES ON BOOKS.

"Public Parks; their effects upon the Moral,

Physical and Sanitary Condition of the Inhabi-

tants of large cities; with special reference to

the City of Chicago," is the title of a pamphlet of

about a hundred pages by Dr. John H. Rauch,

the sanitary superintendent and registrar of vital

statistics of that city (S. G. Greggs & Co. pub-

lishers.) It was prepared in compliance with a

resolution of the Chicago Academy of Sciences,

and read before this body at a recent meeting.

The facts it contains in regard to the history,

value and extent of parks in cities are of interest

to every municipality, and especially deserving

attention in our western country where so many

cities are in process of formation. Received

through Dr. Naphegti.

The literature of the transfusion of blood has

been enriched by an essay of 157 pages by Dr.

L. von" Belina-Swiontkowski, of Heidelberg,

entitled "Die Transfusion des Blutes in phy-

siologischer und medicinischer Beziehung." It

is embellished with a number of wood cuts.

This subject has just now additional interest

from the fact that at least two operations of suc-

cessful transfusion have been performed in this

city, quite recently, showing the value of the

procedure beyond doubt.
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S. W. BUTLER, M.D., & D. G. BRINTON, M. D., Editors.

Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence
News, etc. etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

j

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

4®* To insure publication, articles must be practical

brief as possible to do justice to tbe subject, and carefully

I

prepared, so as to require little revision.

We particularly value tbepractical experienceof coun-
i try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfully belongs to the profession.

THE INTEHMAEEIAGE OF RELATIVES.
Nearly all the Indians of North America were

divided into clans, or, as they were called by the

Algonkins, totems, the genealogies of which

were scrupulously preserved in the female line.

No person could marry in their own totem,

and it was currently believed that if this rule

was violated, serious physical consequences would

result.

The law of Moses, as laid down in the book

of Leviticus, was equally stringent, and defines

with great precision the relationship within

which marriage is not permissible. Incest is

nigh universally regarded as a crime, though on

what grounds it is difficult to say. Darwin, in

his last work suggests that the desire of novelty

first led men to seek women not of their own
household, and this tendency, increasing by the

process of selection, gradually grew to an invin-

cible repugnance.

"We say it is difficult to see on what grounds

incestuous marriages were avoided by primitive

nations; still less why the conjugal union of

first cousins, uncles and nieces, etc., were con-

demned. For it is a strange fact that even after

the numerous investigations, the repeated exami

nation of statistics, and the impartial scrutiny of

thousands and tens of thousands of cases, physi-

cians are yet entirely disagreed as to the effect

of such marriages, either on those who form

them, or their offspring.

This has impressed us forcibly quite recently

in reading two essays on the intermarriage of

relatives, both written by men who have given

the topic conscientious study, who are equally

competent to pronounce an opinion, and yet who
arrive at widely divergent conclusions. One of

these is Dr. Nathan Allen, of Lowell, Massa-

chusetts, the other Dr. F. J. Behrend, of Ber-

lin. The former's article appears in the Psy-

chological Journal for April, that of the latter in

the December number of the Journal fur Kinder-

krankheiten.

Dr. Allen italicises his conclusion that cou-

sins should not intermarry. Ho bases this ver-

dict on the belief that tl there are in cousins, ac-

cording to the best statistics gathered, so much

of a family likeness, and so much imperfection of

structure, morbidness of function or eccentricity

of character, that the hereditary effects are deci-

dedly prejudicial to offspring." In other words

that the children of cousins who have married

are more likely to die early, and to have some

hereditary taint of body or mind than others, or

else that such marriages will be wholly sterile.

This belief is supported by a number of statis-

tics, especially by those collected by Dr. Bemiss,

and published in the Transactions of the Ameri-

can Medical Association. But he has by no

means confined himself to these, though we can*

not say that he has at all exhausted the mate-

rials at hand.

Nearly the same authors are quoted by Dr.

Behrend, nearly the identical statistics scruti-

nized. And yet with what different eyes the

following summary of his views will show. He
concludes thus :

" The relationship of the parents, no matter how
near this may be (even to brother and sister),

exerts in itself positively no injurious influence

on the physical or mental character of the child-

ren, nor is it in the least a cause of sterility.

''Repeated marriages, generation after genera-

tion, between relatives, have nevertheless the

effect of developing the bodily or mental weak-

nesses of ancestors in their descendants, and in

this respect a crossing of blood becomes a neces-

sity in order to avoid these weaknesses.

"But per contra, just as these weaknesses are

increased by such marriages, so are physical

and mental advantages, such as muscular power,

courage, business tact, energy, etc. They are

developed and become the rights of birth, and

therefore precisely these marriages are to be re-

commended (es wiirde gerade solche Ehen zu

empfehlen sein,) in order to keep the blood pure,

and improve the family."

Now it is curious to see how from almost

the same facts and figures, two writers reach

diametrically opposite conclusions. In examin-

ing Dr. Allen's paper, he seems to have over-

looked certain sources of error. The statistics in

relation to deaf and dumb, and idiotic children,

collected by Meniere, Boudin, and Bemiss, are
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open to the objection that they start from the

children and go back to the parents, instead of

commencing with parents and inquiring about

their children. This exposes them to serious

errors.

As to the charge of sterility, " nothing," says

Dr. Gallard in the Nouveau Dictionaire des

Sciences Medicates, u
is more illusory.'' A com-

parison of all the materials at hand shows that

in ordinary marriages 1 in 8 women is sterile;

but between relations only 1 in 10 is sterile.

Therefore so far as fecundity is concerned such

marriages are advantageous.

Now let it not be replied to this that these chil-

dren die early. Just the contrary. Dr. Gallard
gives the general mortality of children under

seven years at 1 in 6.40; while the mortality of

children under seven in marriages of consan-

guinity is one in 8.10. Once more heavily in

favor of the union of cousins. Dr. Edward Smith

tells us that out of a thousand cases of consump-

tion he had examined, in only six was there con-

sanguinity of parents.

Dr. Behrend gives repeated instances of

families who have for centuries married "in and

in," and whose members are now remarkable for

physical strength, health, and good looks. It is

extremely curious that Dr. Allen should have

so entirely overlooked these instances. Or was
he unwilling to meet them? For ourselves,

while expressing no opinion as to the question

at issue, we must say that the American writer

has by no means done away with the necessity of

giving the inquiry another examination before it

is definitely decided.

The Woman Question.

At a meeting of the Edinburgh University

Court, held on April 19th, appeals were heard

against the admission of Miss Blake to certain

classes in the University during the coming sum-

mer session, as approved of by the Senatus. The
following resolution was adopted:

"The Court, considering the difficulties at pre-
sent standing in the way of carrying out the re-

solution of the Senatus as a temporary arrange-
ment in the interest of one lady, and not being
prepared to adjudicate finally on the question
whether women should be educated in the medi-
cal classes of the University, sustain the appeals,
and recall the resolution of the Senatus."

J^sT
5 The Proceedings of the American Medi-

cal Association, at its late meeting in New Or
leans, specially prepared for us by the Secretary

received too late for this number, will appear
next week.

Notes and Comments.

THERAPEUTICAL BULLETIN.*
Compiled by Geo. H. Napheys, M. D.

No. 13.

This column will contain each week a collection of the

Recipes, remarkable for their mvel'y and e eeance, now
in use by prominent practitioners, as recommended by

them in recent lectures at College and H >8pi*al Clinics,

and at meetings of Medical Societies, in newly published

monographs and systematic treatise-, and in 'he current

mediol periodicals of this country and Europe. It will

include formulae for hypodermic injections, for inhala-

tions, for rectal and vaginal suppositories, for ointments,

lotions, collyria, etc., etc.

The selection will be such that each prescrip'ion will

commend it-el f, both by its intrinsic m«>rit>\ and by the

authority of the name of the phy-ician by whom origi-

nated or employed. It is desiened to give only the latest

and b -st approved therapeutical expressions of the pro-

fession—to afford a periscope of the remedial measures

resorted to by eminent living physicians.

It is proposed, hereafter, to classify these formulae, and

issue them in book form.

Treatment of Skin Diseases.

J. M. Da Costa, M. D.

99. R. Ung. hydrarg. oxidi rubri,

Unguenti hydrargyri, aa Sfij.

Glycerinae, fgsa. M.

For psoriasis; to be rubbed in morning and

evening, when there are no vesicles, after wash-

ing the parts with Castile soap. Internally,

100. R. Liquor araenici et hydrar-
gyri iodidi, fl\ x.

In water, ter die, after m^als. Avoid fatty

articles of diet, and those highly salted. The

most important thing in skin diseases is to deter-

mine, not so much their character externally, as

to ascertain with what internal conditions they

are associated.

In the acute stages of psoriasis the following

may be used.

101. R. Cerati plumbi subacet., gij.

Glycerinae, gj.

Cerati simplicis, giv. M.

Attention should be paid to the digestive sys-

tem. Then, after the acute inflammatory condi-

tion has subsided, the red precipitate ointment

(No. 99) may be employed, or

102. R. Sulphuris iodidi, gr. x.

Adipis, gj.

To be rubbed in morning and evening. Inter-

nally, Donwan's solution, as above, ter die.

* Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year

1869, by Geo. H. Napheys, M.D , in the Clerk's office of

the District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylva-
nia.

N. B. This copyright is not intended to prevent medi-
cal journals publishing these articles, but only their be-

|
ing issued in book form.
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103. R. Vim ergotae,

Tr. cardamomi comp., aa f.^j. M.

Teaspoonful ter die in rheumatic purpura, to-

gether with three grain pills of Vallet's mass

three times a day. In this affection the extrava-

sation of blood depends upon an alteration in

the capillaries, and not merely upon the changed

condition of the blood. Therefore, remedies like

ergot and digitalis, particularly the former, are

indicated to act upon the capillary vessels, as

well as chalybeates to improve the state of the

circulating fluid.

Tilbury Fox, M.D., Lond., Physician to the Skin

Department, Charing Cross Hospital, etc., etc.

104. R. Zinci oxidi, gij.

Calaminoe praeparatae, gij.

Glycerinae, f-.^ij-

Aquaa rosse, f.^viij. M.

Use in eczema, generally when the surface is

tender and red. The part should be lightly ban-

daged with this lotion, which should be used

very freely so as to keep the surface moist, and

exclude the air if possible. If the itching or

sensation of burning is bad, the following may
be used.

105. R. Potassii cyanidi, gr. iij—v.

Adipis, Ij. M.

In the second, or exudative stage, ointments

should be generally avoided. In proportion as

the heat or itching, the redness or swelling dis-

appear, astringents should be employed, but when-

ever there are signs of irritation, soothing ank

emollient remedies should be used externally.

This treatment, together with aperient tonics, gen-

erally controls the discharge. The diseased parts

should be most gently handled at all times. Soap

should not be used, .and no friction with the

clothes allowed. When the third or scaly stage

is reached, it is often still highly necessary to

avoid the use of any application which acts as an

irritant, for irritability is one of the chief charac-

teristics of the skin of an eczematous subject.

106. R. Creosoti, gtt. xl.

Glycerinae, f-.^iij-

Aquae, f.^vj—viij. M.
Used in pityriasis.

107. R. Acidi carbolici, ^ij.

Glycerinae, i.%j.
Aquae rosae, ad f.^viij. M.

Used in ring-worm of the surface especially.

108. R. Hydrarg. chlor. corros., gr. j.

Tincturae benzoni, f-^ij*

Aquae destillatae, f«l vj« M.
Used in acne; to be applied two or three times

a day. This preparation, known as virgin's milk,

is also recommended by Hebra.

109. R. Argenti chloridi, gr. v—xv.

Cerati adipis, 3vj.

Used in psoriasis.

Prof. S. D. Gross.

110. R. Tr. ferri chloridi,
_

f |j.
Liq potassae arsenitis, f.giss.

Hydrarg. chlor. corros., gr. iij. M.

Thirty drops- ter die, in sweetened water,

through a tube, as an alterant tonic for eczema.

Prof. Hebra.

111. R. Sulphuris, 33,

Alcohol, f.Jj. M.

Used in acne; to be applied at night by means

of a camel-hair pencil, after washing the face

with soft-soap. It is removed in tho morning,

by means of soap. Cacao butter is kept on all

day.
Frank F. Maury, M. D.

112. R. Ung. hydrarg. nitratis, giss.

Olei olivae, f.giss.

Glycerinae, f.Jiss. M.

A pomade in eczema, etc.

Thomas Hawkes Tanner, M. D., F. L. S., Lond.

113. R. Unguenti creasoti,

Unguenti sulphuris, aa £ss. M.

In pityriasis and some other chronic cutaneous

affections.

Drug Law in New York.

The New York Legislature has passed a law

to protect the public against ignorant apotheca-

caries' clerks. It provides, under heavy penal-

ties, that no person shall prepare a prescription

unless he has served two years' apprenticeship

in a drug store, or is a graduate of a medical

college, or college of pharmacy, except under the

direct supervision of some person possessing one

of these qualifications. The act contains other

provisions to make these regulations effective,

but this is the gist of the law.

Brisk Trade in Doctors.

A friend in Illinois favors us with a card of

Dr. T. W ,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, who an-

nounces to the profession that the States of New
York, Ohio, Michigan, Minnesota and Wisconsin,

have passed laws that no person can practice

medicine unless he is a graduate of some medi-

cal college, and as a diploma is prima facie evi-

dence of such graduation, he offers them for sale,

" bonafide and recognized throughout the world/'

for a very reasonable rate.

Dr. T. W , claims to represent a medical

institution chartered by the Legislature of Wis-

consin, and runs a hospital and collegiate agency

in Milwaukee. We have no acquaintance with
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the statutes of that state, but if they do thus

favor an unwhipped rascal, who makes it his

business to aid other rascals to escape the laws,

those statutes had better be repealed and modi-

fied as becomes a Christian commonwealth. If

any of our friends will agree to give T. W
,

M. D., a lift for this swindling, we will take plea-

sure in forwarding his full name and exact ad-

dress.

Bromide of Potassium.

In the Union Medicate of January 21st, it is

stated that the last number of the Reports of the

Medico-Chirurgical Society of Bordeaux con-

tains an account of a case of epilepsy, in which

the patient, a woman, took the bromide of potas-

sium in amounts varying from thirty grains to

one ounce per diem, for a period of about one

year. At the end of this time she died, as is

alleged, from the debilitating effects of the salt.

Case of Asexualism.

In the proceedings of the Buffalo Medical Asso-

ciation we find the following case of this rare de-

formity reported by Dr. Little. It was a post

mortem examination on a young person known

as John It., aged 25 years, of Irish parentage,

born in New York, of effeminate appearance,

having no beard, and never having shaved his

face. Had followed the occupation of cook on

board of vessels on the lakes; belonged to a mili-

tary company in the city, and served in the U. S.

Army two years. Post mortem examination re-

vealed no organs of generation, male or female;

neither penis, scrotum or testicles, vulva, vagina,

uterus or ovary, but what might be called a

miniature penis, not as large as that of a new
born male child. On examining it closely, out-

lines of labiae could be seen.

The specimen was carefully removed for

further investigation, by sawing through the

pubes, and removing the parts in situ, with the

bladder and part of the rectum and anus. Dr.

Miner was present at the examination and per-

haps has since, more carefully examined the

parts, as he has the specimen in keeping for the

museum of the Buffalo Medical College.

Dr. Miner editor of the Buffalo Medical and
Surgical Journal, in which periodical the pro-

ceedings are reported, said, that he had little to

add to the description of Dr. Little. The sub-

ject had the general appearance and form of the

female, and every one, judging from it alone,

would unhesitatingly call him a woman; but

upon examining the sexual region he would

perhaps say, she is a man. Dr. Little has said

COMMENTS. [Vol. XX.

that "examination revealed no organs of genera-

tion, male or female/' and with his subsequent ex-

planations he would endorse fully the statement.

Certainly there are no developed generative

organs natural to either man or woman. He had

not himself, and he presumed Dr. Little had
not made examination sufficient to be able to say

that the neighboring parts contained no rudimen-

tary organs answering to either sex. He had

thus far avoided mutilating it by dissection,

being desirous of preserving its natural appear-

ance, but dissection could be made and still cause

no injury to the specimen. The penis is rudi-

mentary, but still has a foreskin, and as felt

through foreskin, a glans penis. The bladder

was greatly enlarged, containing urine, which,

on pressure, freely escaped through the urethra,

which terminates naturally in the miniature

penis. There are no testicles, unless they are

to be found in the inguinal region or walls of

the abdomen. There is no womb, unless it is

rudimentary and entirely concealed in the tissues

between the urethra and rectum; nothing like an

ovary could be found in normal position. He
thought it possible that careful dissection would

reveal rudimentary organs which would more

positively determine the sex. He mistrusted

this might prove true, because it would be such a

rare and perhaps unheard of anomaly, if no sex-

ual apparatus could be found. If she was a

man, she had many of the characteristics and

appearances of a woman, and if he was a woman,

certainly it must require most careful examina-

tion to demonstrate the presence of any of the

female sexual organs. The case seemed remark-

able to him, whatever might be shown by more

careful examination.

Dr. White remarked that the case related by

Drs. Miner and Little possessed great interest

to the embryologist. The entire absence of geni-

tal organs, both male and female, was certainly

very rare. In this instance, so far as could be

discovered by the eminent gentlemen making

the examination, there are no rudimentary

organs of either sex. It is possible that upon a

more careful inspection the rudimentary fila-

ments may be discovered, having been arrested

in their development at an early period in foetal

growth. Complete absence of the uterus has

been doubted by many, because a more careful

study of cases recorded as authority rendered the

presence of rudimentary organs of one or the

other sex presumable or evident. Simply exam-

ining the living is by no means conclusive on

this point. To arrive at reliable conclusions a

careful post mortem examination is important.
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A recent writer, Klob of Vienna, says "complete

absence of the uterus, especially where accom-

panied with defective fallopian tubes and ovaries,

is rarely found except in infants with an unde-

veloped condition of the lower half of the body

and incapable of existence. Cases of absence of

the uterus with complete development of the

rest of the body had been but rarely met with/'

A Precocious Child.

The St. Charles (Minn.) Herald, of recent date,

contains the following singular account of a pre-

cocious child, reported by Dr. J. H. Sudduth,

said to be one of the most respectable physicians

of that ilk. Of course, as the matter is about

talking so much, it is a female child. He says:

" I was called upon a few days ago to attend a
sick child, a daughter of William and Mary Jane
Hearsey, living in the southwest part of St.

Charles township. I found the child, aged a few
days under five months very ill. After adminis-
tering medicine to the child, I was startled to

hear it say very distinctly, "Mamma, baby don't
want any more." Completely nonplussed, I in-

quired of the mother how long the babe had
talked. As though it were no unusual occur-
rence, she coolly said it commenced talking a
few days before it was three months old ! Deeply
impressed with this unheard of and premature
development, I watched the child with the deepest
interest. It does not prattle, as is usual with
infants when first trying to talk, stumbling upon
and straining at words. It speaks clearly and
coherently, a regular sentence that clearly ex-
presses its thought or ideas. It seems to think,
and then expresses its thoughts calmly and
clearly. It seems to note the anxiety and wishes
of others. A little four-year old brother was out
of the house, and several members of the family
inquired where he was. ]3e soon came in, when
the baby seeing him, said to the mother: "Otty
has come home/' It will lie quietly in its cradle
while its mother is at work, and when it is hun-
gry will say "baby wants dinner," or "mamma
take baby up/' as plainly as a child of five or
six years of age. I may as well mention the fact

that another of the children commenced talking
at eiffht months old.

Correspondence,

FOREIGN.

Japanese Dentistry.

They have dentists in Japan, who evidently

do not enjoy the benefits of Dental Associations

and journals. The Japanese are a remarkable

people-, their jugglers are unsurpassed; but

commend us not to their dentists. Their man-

ner of extracting a tooth must be tempting to

their patients, and reminds one of the method of

removing a rusty screw. The tooth is tapped

with a mallet, until it can be extracted with the

fingers
;
pleasantly suggestive of an amount of

malleting, which we should think would not

commend Japanese dentistry.

Paris, March 15, 1869.

Sulphuret of Potassium as a Remedy for Croup.

Editors op the Medical and Surg. Reporter :

Some time ago Mr. Barbosa, of Lisbon, re-

commended sulphuret of potassium as a remedy

for the 'croup. Dr. Labat and several other

French physicians tried it without much success,

notwithstanding the striking results which Mr.

Barbosa had experienced in its employment.

Dr. Labat tried sulphuret of potassium as an ex-

pectorant to combat the dry cough, which is so

dangerous a stage in a disease. Not obtaining

from this specific the result which he expected,

in the case of a little girl of two years of age,

Dr. Labat administered acetate of potash, which

can be given in a large dose, and possesses the

advantage of not having a strong flavor. He
prescribed this salt in doses of 10 grammes dis-

solved in 120 grammes of water, to be taken by
teaspoonfuls every half hour. Three hours of

this treatment produced an abundant expectora-

tion, but in this particular case the secretion

becoming purulent, the child succumbed.

Convinced, however, that he had found a

medicine capable of producing an abundant

mucous expectoration, Dr. Labat administered

acetate of potash with proportion of 8 grammes

to 120 grammes of water to a child of eighteen

months, in which the cough had assumed an

alarming dryness, twenty-four hours after tra-

cheotomy. The following day mucous expecto-

rations had reappeared and the child recovered,

after a treatment of 16 grammes of acetate of

potash, since this last case acetate of potash

has been several times used under similar

circumstances, notably by Dr. Dadow of St.

Andrew's hospital at Bordeaux, and always with

marked success.

Dr. Lecornat physician to the Transatlantic

Navigation Company has just published a remedy

which he considers infallible for sea sickness.

It consists of faradisation of the epigastric region,

accompanied by the external use of a solution of

atropine.

During the first day he does not attempt to

arrest vomiting, when its frequency does not pass

the limits natural to the temperament of the pa-

tient. Experience has proved that if these evacu-

ations are suddenly stopped at the commence-

ment the result is an obstinate constipation.

However, as soon as sea sickness passes the
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limits of an ordinary indisposition, means of

combating it should at once be sought, especially

in the case of nersons of an extremely nervous

temperament, convulsions of a very grave nature

might ensue.

When the illness assumes a serious character

Dr. Lecornat recommends friction of the epigas-

tric region with a cloth dipped in water, which

may have a little soap dissolved in it; then when
this regi-m is completely cleared of all greasy

matter, he uses the following lotion :

Sulphate of atropia, 2 or 3 centigrammes.

Water, 30 grammes.

He afterwards applies a copper plate of four

or five centimeters in diameter, in communica-

tion with one of the poles of a Rhumkorff's medi-

caLcoil, within five or six centimetres of the navel,

in an upward and outward direction, the other

exciter furnished with a wet sponge, is then

moved from the hollow of the epigastrium to the

plate, following the direction of the curves of the

stomach. Five or six applications on each side

generally suffice. These should be made as near

as possible to the costal cartilages, without, how-

ever, touching them. The intensity of the current

should be graduated according to the suscepti-

bility of the patient, and the violence of the

vomiting. It is sometimes advisable to use a

small metallic pencil instead of the plate, in

order to produce an energetic rubefaction, and

an efficacious revulsion.

Since 1865, when Dr. Lecornat commenced

these experiments, he has had an opportunity of

repeating them in several hundred cases, on

persons of both sexes and of every social posi-

tion. His success has been nearly prompt and

decisive.

Perhaps the means employed by Dr. Lecornat

may be equally well adapted for checking the

vomiting peculiar to pregnancy, but in this case

attention »o the effect of electricity on the gen-

eral condition of the mother and child.

General Science.

The deplorable accident which occurred a

short time ago in the Place de la Sorbonne, was,

as our readers are probably aware, caused by the

explosion of a quantity of powder destined to

charge submarine torpedoes. Since that occur-

rence, public attention in France has been exten-

sively interested in the causes which brought it

about, and the proper measures to be adopted to

prevent the recurrence of similar accidents. The
general press has given currency to the most
erroneous reports of the origin of the explosion,
and it is to set the matter right before the pub-
lic, or at least, before that part of it best capable

of judging of the matter, that we occupy your

readers' attention with this subject.

The non-scientific press universally stated that

the accident was due to the spontaneous ignition

of picrate of potash, a salt, according to their

reports, which can be scarcely touched or heated

without exploding instantly. This is a grave

error, which it is of moment to rectify, for we are

persuaded that in no remote future the picrates

are destined to play an important part in indus-

try. Picrate of potash is by no means the terri-

ble salt reputed. It can be struck or heated to

300 degrees without exploding This fact is so

well established that Mr. Desigxolle, inventor of

a new powder into the composition of which

picrate of potash enters, has been authorized to

conduct his experiments in the Bouchet powder

manufactory, one of the most important govern-

ment mills. If the substance were as dangerous

as the general press represents it, it is very un-

likely that Mr. Designolle would have obtained

this privilege. The quality which has lately

called attention to this salt of potash is that it

produces when ignited an unusually large quan-

tity of gas, and consequently possesses an enor-

mous bursting power. To render its combustion

complete, however, it must be mixed with nitrate

or chlorate of potash, which burn the excessive

carbon contained by the picric acid. With

nitrate of potash the combustion of the picrate is

slow, but nevertheless complete, a fact which per-

mits its use as a constituent of an ordinary gun-

powder, which is much stronger than that com-

posed of sulphur, charcoal and nitre. With chlo-

rate of potash it is complete and instantaneous.

Picrate of potash, so combined, becomes an explo-

sive powder, absolutely unfit for firearms, but ex-

cellent as a bomb charge, and above all for sub-

marine torpedoes. The instantaneous explosion

of the mixture of picrate and chlorate of potash

which takes place on agitating, or the slightest

elevation of temperature, is due especially to the

chlorate of potash, a substance which can be

hammered alone, and even pulverized in an iron

mortar with a pestle of 70 kilogrammes, as we

have seen ourselves a hundred times. Chlorate

of potash, in combination with any organic sub-

stance, such as sugar or gum, is very easily ex-

ploded. It will be easily understood then, that,

when mixed with an active substance, such as

picrate of potash it becomes a very sensitive

composition. It is thus to the chlorate and not

to the picrate of potash that the mixture of these

substances owes their peculiar susceptibility to

explode, but it is the picrate which gives them the

really fearful bursting power which they possess.
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DOMESTIC.

Spontaneous Absorption of Cataract.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter:

I send you the following report of a remarka-

ble case occurring in my practice. Aside from

its novelty and rarity, I have never read any

account of a similar case.

Mrs. W., set. 60 years, has been afflicted with

cataract the past nine years, and was totally blind.

Three months since I was requested to see

her, as she was suffering from a severe attack of

neuralgia in the supra-orbital nerves upon the left

side, accompanied with inflammation of the eye

In a few days, with appropriate remedies, the

symptoms were relieved, and upon the subsi-

dence of the inflammation, she remarked that

she could see the light of day. At the time I

did not attach much importance to the remark^

and ceased my visits.

In a few days her husband informed me that

the sight was still improving, and requested me
to see her again.

I called to see her, and upon careful examina-

tion, observed that the opacity of the lens had

undergone a change, and that rays of light were

certainly transmitted to the retina. I tested her

with many different objects; she then saw but

indistinctly, and remarked that she saw every-

thing double, and it appeared to her as if she

could see through the object, and there appeared

a blue blaze surrounding it.

I find that she can see much better when a few

drops of atrcpia are put in the eye, and in place

of the blue blaze, everything has a reddish tinge.

This seems to me to be a case of spontaneous

absorption, brought about by the perturbing in-

fluence of the neuralgia.

As the right eye was not subjected to any such

influence, there is consequently no change there.

With a view to her relief, as she now seems

anxious for the full restoration of her sight, I

have advised an operation upon the right eye3

and let the left eye alone, to see what will be the

result.

At present the improvement is still going on,

and she can make out the features of her family

and friends who are intimate.

I would be pleased to know if any of the sub-

scribers or readers of your journal ever had a

case similar, and the result.

I shall watch this case with a good deal of

anxiety and curiosity, and report the final result

to your journal. F. F. Gary, M.D.
Cokesbury, S. C., May 3, 1869.

2

Transfusion by Mader's Method.
Editors Medical and Surgical Reporter:

This operation, an account of which may be
found in the Half-Yearly Compendium for Janj
uary, 1869, under the head of "New Uses for

the Hypodermic Syringe," has recently been per-

formed twice in this city, by Dr. Joshua G. Al-
len, Lecturer to the Philadelphia Obstetrical

Institute, assisted by myself.

In the first case the operation was performed

for hydremia consequent upon uterine haemor-

rhage, and although I have not been able to get

details of the progress of cure, yet I am informed

that the patient recovered her health in a com-
paratively short time. As she had not improved
at all under previous tonic treatment, which had
been carefully carried out, but was scarce able

to move in her bed from weakness, it is at least

fair to call attention to a strong probability that

the infusion of new blood was the turning-point

in her battle with death, and enabled the other

forces of digestion, assimilation, and nutrition of
the blood, to rally, and carry the day in her favor.

This case has been described to the Philadel-

phia Obstetrical Society by Dr. A., and is proba-

bly the first in which this method has been used

in this country.

The next case was one of purpura haemorrha-

gica, and, on the morning after the operation,

the blood which had been coming from the pa-

tient's mouth and nose, began, for the first time,

to coagulate, and it finally ceased to flow. The
haemorrhage has recurred since, but the immedi-

ate effect of the operation was undoubtedly bene-

ficial. One of the members of his family in-

formed me that the transfusion had perceptibly

benefitted the patient; and we know that it is

not often that the laity are very favorably im-

pressed with treatment which appears somewhat
formidable.

In both these cases a nervous chill took place

within an hour of the injection; this, however,

passed off without leading to further trouble.

The operation was conducted as follows: Two
bowls were placed in water at 105° F. The one

into which the blood was to be received, had to

be removed from the water, for convenience,

when the blood began to flow; the latter was
stirred smartly with a clean wisp of broom, as it

fell into the bowl
;
by the time enough had been

procured, it was nearly sufficiently defibrinated.

It was then strained through a loose texture of

linen into the other bowl, which still remained

in the basin of heated water. A glass syringe,

holding about three ounces, was now filled with



CORRESPONDENCE. [Vol. XX.

thedefibrinated blood, the sharp, detached canula

being simultaneously introduced into the cephalic

vein a little above the elbow by the assistant, and

the syringe was then attached to the canula, and

emptied. In the last case the canula was left in,

while the syringe was twice filled and emptied

into the vein. In the first case about three

ounces of blood were injected ; in the last
7
about

seven. It is not necessary to throw in a large

quantity of blood, as a moderate quantity, say

six to eight ounces, has been found quite suffi-

cient for one operation, and this generally an-

swers every purpose in cases of pure hydrseinia;

but in a case given by Mader, in which transfu-

sion was performed for cachexia attended with

epistaxis, it became necessary to repeat small

transfusions three times, at intervals, before the

patient was cured. Br. M. was guided in the

repetitions by the return of epistaxis. The

healthy blood corpuscles thrown in among those

which are enfeebled by disease, or from the want

of nutrition which is an attendant on anaemia,

supply that modicum of organic power which the

latter need to grow blood in sufficient quantity

for the purposes of health. The power of the

new blood added to that of the old, which barely

kept life going, turns the scale, the blood-making

process goes on with renewed vigor, and soon

the whole system responds to the stimulus and

nourishment afforded by a healthy vital fluid.

The theory that transfusion properly acts by

promoting the growth of blood, and not merely

by substitution, is strengthened by several cases

observed in Germany, in which the beneficial

effects did not appear till three or four days after

the operation, thus allowing time for the repro-

duction to go on. I would rather condemn the

injection of large quantities of blood, as this has

often been followed by death, while it is cer-

tainly not required, and therefore improper.

By Maber's method there is no danger of

getting air enough into the circulation to do

harm, and the defibrinated blood, if thrown in with

anything like a reasonably short interval from

its escape out of the healthy individual, frees us

from the dangers of coagula and dead corpus-

cles. It has been suggested that we lose many

corpuscles, which become entangled with the

fibrin, but I do not consider this of any practical

importance, as enough remains for our purpose,

and we gain much by being able to go through

the several steps of the operation, with more

eare than if hurried by the fear of coagulation.

As I remarked before, no time is lost by the first

part of defibrination ; when about nine ounces of

blood have flowed into the bowl, the stirring

which has been kept up all the time has about

accomplished its purpose; and the time which is

lost in straining is amply compensated by the

freedom from all fear of coagula.

It is well to bind up the patient's arm, as far

venesection, just about the time when the in-

cision is made into the vein of the individual

who furnishes the blood; the canula should be

poshed through the integument and into the

vein at one motion, as soon as it is announced

that the syringe is being filled; the cephalic

vein is the most convenient, but any superficial

vein may be used ; it is well to allow a few drops

of blood to come from the canula, so as to assure

ourselves that the canula is really in the vein,

then loosen the tape from the patient's arm, and

about this time the operator should be ready to

throw in the blood. All the steps of the opera-

tion can be performed without hurry, but with

efficient haste, before the blood is too long ex-

posed for safe use; and in our last case a little

delay even occurred in introducing the canula,

but the blood remained perfectly good; and what

little was left in the bottom of the bowl was ap-

parently fit for use, though it had been exposed

over five minutes.

I would recommend the use of a very sharp

canula, about the thickness of a medium knitting

needle, and slightly curved at its lower third; if

not quite sharp, some difficulty will be expe-

rienced in getting into the vein as quickly as

desirable.

Should any delay occur in applying the syringe

after the canula is introduced, a finger applied

over its outer end will keep the air from enter-

ing; if the delay is long, the canula must be

removed and cleansed from clot; never attempt

to insert the canula into the previous puncture r

but choose a fresh spot.

The two cases above-mentioned, though not

conclusive as to the final result in them, yet

show us that by Mader's method this opera'ion

is robbed of its terrors and dangers; and we
have sufficient testimony from other sources of

the value of transfusion, if it can be safely per-

formed, A. A. Hoshling. M D.,

U. S. ATavy.

Mr. T. Hoare, the well known banker, is

building an Infirmary and Dispensary at Beck-

enbam, Kent, England, to which baths and

wash-houses will be attached for the gratuitous

use of the inhabitants of the neighborhood,

The agent of the Lyman Mills, at Hoi-

yoke, Mass., has compelled all the operatives^

about 1,200 in number, to be vaccinated.
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Analysis of Lager Beer.

Prof. J. F. Chandler, of the School of Mines,

of Columbia College, has recently concluded a

series of chemical tests with lager beer, which

were expressly undertaken at the request of Dr.

Elisha Harris, of the Board of Health, to ascer-

tain the extent of its intoxicating properties, and

the hygienic character which it has been repre

sented to possess. His report, which will shortly

be submitted to the Board, is eminently success-

ful in proving that the qualities which have

been ignorantly assigned to lager beer are only

Sctitious, and also that it is entirely objectiona-

ble as a drink, being like so much swill in its

composition and nourishing properties. It is

composed chiefly of water, with a certain amount

of alcohol, enough to cause intoxication when
copiously imbibed. During the brewing of the

beer, which, if properly done, occupies eight

months, the brew commencing in cold weather,

great care has to be taken to prevent its becom

ing mouldy, which it sometimes does by the slight-

est variation in temperature. It is necessary to

cool the brewing-vault in summer and warm
it in winter, in order to keep it at the requisite

temperature, averaging from 41 to 45 degrees

Fahrenheit. Frequently, however, the weather

continues to act on the beer after it has been

barreled and sold to retail dealers, rendering it

flat and bitter, in which condition it is very often

sold as a drink. Prof. Chandler's analyses

embraced five samples of 'different manufactures,

which, when examined, developed trifling and

unimportant differences in their quality. The

following is the summarized result:

Alcohol Extraction matter
Specific by of the

No. Gravity. Water, volume. Malt and Hops.

1 1 008 90.75 6.25 3/0
2 1/06 89/8 4.99 5 03

3 1/08 91.59 5.39 3.02

4 1.018 89.61 4.99 5.40

5 1.005 87.16 7.74 510

Average 1.013 89.82 5.86 4.32

It was found that all the specimens contained

small quantities of grape sugar, of cripuline, the

bitter principle of the hops; of acetic acid,

(merely a trace,) produced by oxidization of

some of the alcohol; and of carbonic acid gas

generated during the fermentation. A most

thorough examination failed to reveal any in-

dications of the presence of picric acid, picra-

toxen, (the peculiar principle *of cocculus Indi

cus,) of alum, copperas, or any other adulteration

whatever.

—

K. T. Tribune.

Army and Navy News.

The following changes have taken place in the

Medical Staff of the U. S. Army from January

1, 1869, to May 1, 1869.

Re Instated.—Assistant Surgeon P. J. A.

Cleary, March 8, 1869.

Resigneb.—Surgeon C. Wagner, Brevet Lieu-

tenant Colonel, March 25, 1869.

Retired.—Surgeon R. C. Wood, Brevet Briga-

dier General, February 22, 1869.

Assistant Surgeon H. Culbertson, January 8,

1869.

Wholly Retired.—Assistant Surgeon H. C.

Perry, March 30, 1869.

Died.—Surgeon R. C. Wood, Brevet Brigadier

General (retired) March 28, 1869, at New York
city, of Pneumonia.

Assistant Surgeon W. A. Bradley, Brevefc

Major, February 27, 1869, at Point San Jose,

San Francisco Harbor, of Convulsions.

Surgeon Thomas L. Smith, has been ordered

to the New York Navy Yard.

Surgeons E. D. Kennedy, B. H. Kidder, and

William Grier have been appointed to attend

officers of the Navy not otherwise provided with

medical aid at New York, Boston, and Baltimore

respectively.

Surgeon T. J. Turner is detached from duty

as Recorder of the Medical Examining Board,

to hold himself in readiness for sea service.

Dr. B. W. Richardson- has been elected

Assessor in the University Court of the Univer-

sity of St. Andrews, in the place of Lord Jervis-

wode.

\Notices inserted in this column gratis, and are solicitei
from all parts of the country; Obituary Notices and Resolu-
tions ofSocieties at ten cents per line, ten words to the line.]

MAREIED.

Cilley—Hubbard.—On the 26th ult., at Sunnvside, Ky.,
by the Rev. H. A. Tracey, Dr. J. L. Cilley, of Cincinnati,
and Miss Mary P. Hubbard, formerly of Philadelphia.

Jump—Smtth.—In Dover. Del., on the 4th inst., by the
Rev. William Pret'^man, Dr. Robert P. Jump and Miss
Lizzie M. Smith, only daughter of James L. Smith, Esq.

Newton—Peak.—At Woodstown, N. J., April 29, by
Rev. E. Green, Charles Newton, M. D., and Miss Rebecca
D., daughter of Morris Peak, Esq., all of Sharpstown,
N.J.
Leary—Willard.—On the 28th ult., at the residence

of the bride's parents, by the Rev. J. Hervey Beale, C. W.
Leary, M. D., and Lizzie S. Willard, both of this city.

Piper— Tacksox.—At the M. E. Church, Rock Island,
Charles Piper, M. D., and Sarah Anna Jackson, daughter
of Major S. P. Jackson, all of Moline.

DIED.

Randolph.—In this city, on the 5th inst., Phili n Physick
Randolph, son of the late Jacob Randolph, M. D.
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OBITUARY.

Dr. Robley Dunglison.

At a stated meeting of the College of Physicians of

Philadelphia, held May 5, 1869, the following preamble

and resolutions were unanimously adopted:

Whereas, This College ha° heard, with unfeigned sor-

row, of the death of Dr. Robley Dunglison. lat« one of
its most illustrious members, and for upward of tbirtv

years Professor of the Institutes of Medicine in tbe Jef-
ferson Medical College of this city; and whereas, it is

meet and proper, on all suitable occasions, to recoeuize
tbe just claims of the dead to the gratitude of tbe lining,
especially when, as in the present instance, thev have
occupied a conspicuous place in the public eye, and in the
esteem of their fellow men; therefore,

Besolved, That in tbe death of Br. Dungltson. the
American medical profession has lost on* of its brightest
ornaments, tbe professional corps one of it 5 most distin-
guished members, physiological scipnce one of its most
able expounders, and medical literature one of its most
useful, erudite, and abundant authors.

Resolved, That as as a tribute of respect +0 bis memory,
for the benefit he has conferred on his profession and bis
country, a discourse unon his life and character be deliv-
ered by one of the Fellows of the College, at such time as
may be most convenient to himself.

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions hp trans
mitted by tbe Secretary of the Collpge to the family of
the dsceased, with the expression of our condolence in
their bereavement, and that the same bepublished in two
medical journals of this city.

John H. Packard,
Secretary of the College.

Philip Physic Randolph.

This worthy gentleman died at bis residence, in the

45 year of his aire. Mr. Randolph was the grandson of

the celebrated Dr. Philip Syng Physic, and his father,

Dr. Edmund Randolph, was a prominent member of the

medical profession. Heir to an ample fortune and hierh

social position, the deceased devoted his wealth, his influ-

ence, and the best years of his life to alleviate the mise-

ries and misfortunes of his less fortunate fellows. He
Was an active member of the Society for the Alleviation

of the Miseries of Public Prisons, and one of the mana-
gers of the Colored Soldiers' Orphans' Home, at Bristol.

In the discharge of his self-imposed duties- at one of the

prisons or the a'ylum, the deceased contracted the

typhoid fever, and this disease hurried him to an untimely

grave.

Mr. Randolph was a philanthropist, zealously devoting

himself to promote the welfare of bis fellow? ; he sought

neither popularity nor gratitude; he performed good

and noble deeds as his simple duties.

WORDS OF CHEER.

Dr. L. W. D., 0/ South Carolina, write3:

>
"Your Compendium is certainly the most complete pub-

lication of its kind 1 have ever seen, and I pore over its

richly stored pases with eager delight and intense inter-
est and satis/action," etc.

Dr. J. R., of Indiana, writes

:

"I have been reading medical periodicals for over
thirty years, and think the Reporter decidedly the best
that I have found. I think it is nearer what the physi-
cian needs than any I have seen."

Dr. R. backs up his good opinions with three new sub-

scribers.
*

QUERIES AND REPLIES.

Dr. M„ of Ky.—Meig's Obstetrics costs $5.00.

Dr. M. C, of Mich.—We do notknow the name of the
judge who pronounced the decision in Chicago, that
medical witnesses were entitled to the foe" of an expert.
The item was culled from tb e Leavenworth Medical Herald,
whose editors, we hope, will inform the profession fully

about this important ruling.

Dr. W. S., of Me.—Box a, Practical Surgery, we know
none better than that of Prof. Gross. It has a full ac-
count of tumors. For a Practice of M* dicine, we recom-
mend you to add to tbose you mention, that of Prof. Ben-
net, of Edinburgh, republished in thu country.

Dr. B., of Oregon—-Your remarks about our "running

theCbrstian religion too much in the Reporter," betray

a mind "ill at ease." The connection between science

and relierion is far too close for us to ignore it. We would

be but faithless representatives of any branch of science,

if we did not give its handmaid, religion, its proper place.

While the Reporter 13 under our control, we shall en-

deavor, on all proper occasions, to recognize this connec-

tion.

Dr. J. J. B., of Delaware, and others—Please observe
that the r>hoto?rapb premiums are offered to new sub-
scribers who pay fall subscriptions, and not at commuta-
tion rates.

Dr. L. W. D., of South Carolina.— If there ore any
manufacturers of invalid beds in this country, they are
too short-sishted to advertise, and we do not know where
they are. The English journals constantly advertise such
contrivances, and apparently make it pay.

Dr. J. K. S., of Pa.—"How do you account for the fact
that a bee, such as the wasp, humble bee, etc.. is not able
to sting, or effect penetration, so far as I have experi-
enced, with their probe or barb into the cuticle, when the
subject ceases to breathe, or holds his breath ?"

Your observation is entirely new to us, and equ illy in-

explicable. We should be glad to learn whether the ex-

perience of others is like your own.

Treatment of Hematuria.

Messrs. Eds—An octogenarian, a person of remarkable
vigor of constitution, about a year ago was attacked with
bloody urine. Th« usual remedies were administered,
and well persevered in, but failed to correct the abnor-
mal discharge. But it, yielded speedily t'> doses of acetate
of lead in about four grains eiven every four hours, and
copious draughts of lemonade. Would liquor potassai ci-

tratis have had the same specific effect? Not a symptom
of the disorder has ever returned."

Hosp. Sfeward C. T. S., of Montana, and others.—Dr.
Napheys informs us that bis Therapeutical Bulletin will
appear in book form toward the close of the present year.

Dr. H. D. W , of Pa—"How is it that Dr. Bibcock's
uterine supporter is advertised in vour valuable Repor-
ter, tbe "Reporter belonging to <he regular profession,

and the instrument in question being a patented oae? No
doubt the instrument is a good one, from what I am able
to ascertain, ^>ut then, if I am not mistaken, it is against

the ethic of t^e American Medical Association to pa-
tronize patented instruments, and hence I cannot exactly

reconcile the matter."

Such a question is best answered in the traditional

Yankee manner—by asking another. How is it that the

American Medical Association admits to its pages an

article strongly in defence of patented instruments, and

this, not from an individual or special committee, but

from a standing committee, the responsibility of which

the Association impliedly assumes? But we design ven-

tilating this whole question sometime soon in an edito-

rial.

METEOROLOGY.
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BLEEDING in puerperal convul-
sions.

By James Rubey, M. D.,

Of Union City, Indiana.

I have been much interested in reading the

many cases of puerperal convulsions reported in

your excellent papers, the Medical and Surgical

Reporter and the Compendium, and the various

modes of treatment. I have been practising

medicine a little over forty years, and the first

twenty years of that time I used all means that

were recommended in our books, used them as

they were recommended, and sometimes without

very satisfactory results. Thinking it might be

interesting to some, and perhaps an advantage

to the young practitioner, I have concluded to

report a few cases, and the result of the treat-

ment I gave. For the last twenty years I have

mostly depended on copious blood-letting with

entire satisfaction.

I see a case reported *by Dr. Martindale in

the Reporter of February 6th, 1869, which I

think is tending in the right direction; the treat-

ment recommended by Professor Reamy, of

Zanesville, I think is excellent.

Mrs. Hage, aged 19 years, medium height,

stout and heavy built, had always enjoyed good

health, except some headache for the last few

months
;
something over eight months advanced

with first pregnancy.

November 25th, 1853, I was called to see her.

When I arrived she was struggling in a convul-

sion, which was the fifth that she had had in two

hours. They recurred about every twenty-five

or thirty minutes; pulse frequent and very

strong ; the action of the heart and carotid was

marked; tongue protruded and badly bitten.

Breathing stertorous, the lips covered with

bloody froth ; no uterine contractions. I opened

a vein in her arm, letting the blood flow until

there was a decided impression, and until the

pulse faltered two or three times, and the skin

was covered with perspiration ; she was approach-

ing and near syncope. As soon as she would

bear it I had her head elevated, cold applications

applied and stimulating poultices to the extremi-

ties. She could not swallow. I saw her twelve

hours after; she had no return of the convulsions,

but was st'll unconscious ; twelve hours after, no

convulsions; found her conscious; reaction bad

become pretty well established, and I repeated

the bleeding, which I now think was unnecessary.

I then gave her laxatives, and she got up in a

few days.

I advised Mr. H. to notify me at the first ap-

proach of labor, which he did ; as soon as I ar-

rived I bled her freely; she passed through her

labor without an unpleasant symptom.

I attended the same lady in three con-

finements afterwards. She would commence

complaining of her head at the end of the

seventh and eighth months. Then, and at the

first approach of labor I bled her, and she always

passed through safe, nor had she a return of the

convulsions.

Mrs. B., aged 21 ; Dr. L. in attendance; she

gave birth to her first child 9 o'clock, A. M. ; at

10 A. M., was attacked with convulsions ; I was

called in at 5 P.M.; she had had nine convul-

sions in that time ; the Doctor had cold applica-

tions to her head, and was holding a stick

between her teeth to prevent her biting her

tongue; she was unconscious and stertorous:

could not swallow; her mouth covered with

bloody froth; she was rather a delicate woman;

I opened a vein in her arm and let the blood

run until I could barely feel the pulse, and the

body was covered with perspiration; continued

the cold applications to the head and not to the ex-

tremities. She had no return of the convulsions

;

became conscious in twenty-four hours from the

time I first saw her. She got up soon, and has en-

ioyed good health since.

Mrs. 0., aged 20 years; robust make; had

always enjoyed good health ; seven months ad-

vanced with first pregnancy. On the morning

of the 6th of November 1868, complained of

head ache; and about 9 o'clock, A. M., was

383
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attacked with convulsions; Dr. H., was called in

immediately; convulsions came on every twenty-

five or thirty minutes. I was called in and she

was struggling in the fourth convulsion; at the

time I arrived, the Doctor had cold applications

to the head and hot sinapisms to the extremities;

she was unconscious, and could not swallow.

Her pulse was one hundred and twenty, very

full and strong ; the action of the heart so violent

that it shook the bed on which she lay. The

lips were covered with bloody froth. I bled

her, and we used a common sized wash basin to

catch the blood. "We let it run until the pan

was full. I kept my finger on the pulse, and

not being satisfied, I removed the pan and let

the blood run in another vessel. I think we bled

her near three quarts. It ran until the pube

was barely perceptible. As soon as reaction

came up a little, we elevated her head and con-

tinued the cold applications and sinapisms to the

extremities. As soon as she could swallow we
gave ten grains bromide of potassium every two

hours. She became conscious in twelve hours,

and had no return of the convulsions. She got up

in a few days feeling quite well, except somewhat

weakened from the loss of blood. About two

weeks after she was taken in labor, and mis-

carried. The child had the appearance of having

been dead for some time, probably from the time

she had the convulsion.

I could name a number of other cases where

I bled to the same extent with the same results.

I have not had a case of eclampsia in the last

twenty years, where there was a recurrence of

the convulsions after blood-letting, and have

not repeated the bleeding in any case except the

first named. I take up my lancet with as much

confidence when I am called to a case of puer-

peral convulsions as I do my quinine bottle in

intermittent fever, and would here say to the

young practitioner, when you are called to a case

of eclampsia, bleed freely, and you will have no

cause to regret it. Altogether, you may have

opposition at the time, as bleeding has become

somewhat unpopular in many places. The

friends may object, and tell you that you will

bleed the patient to death, as they have told me
at different times, but recollect they look to you

to give relief, and you have the responsibility of

the case resting upon you ; so I advise you not

to be deterred from your duty. I would here

say, watdh the pulse closely, and do not stop the

blood as soon as the pulse begins to sink, but let

it run until the patient is very closely bordering

on syncope, until you have reduced the action of

the heart and carotid arteries, and I think you

will not find it necessary to repeat the bleeding.

I think a patient will bear the loss of more blood

in eclampsia than in any other disease with bene-

ficial results.

SPOTTED FEVER.

By Frederick Horner, J r., M. D.

This disease prevailed at two hospitals and the

Almshouse in Washington, D. C, in 1864—'65.

Each time was it epidemic and very fatal to the

inmates and officers of these institutions. Sui>

geon Liddell, U. S. A., who was stationed at

Stanton Hospital, reported the first cases. The
prominent features of the fever at the Almshouse

and at the Hospital to which I belonged, were

sudden pain in the limbs, spine, and head; dark

spots on the skin; fever and great cerebral ex.

citement. The disease was said to have been

brought from the camps, at the time very nu-

merous in the vicinity of the city. At Stanton

Hospital it first appeared in midsummer. The

mortality was so large that for weeks the hearses

were constantly in demand. There appeared to

be more burials than admissions. The carpen-

ter was unable to furnish cofiBns, and the stench

from the bodies borne along Pennsylvania Ave-

nue was remarked upon by the most casual ob-

server. The fever became ^ruly a pestilence

which war brings, and was "an evil pursuing

men until they perish."

With respect to the history of spotted fever,

we have scriptural authority that the Almighty

sometimes smites a nation with fever. In 1505,

the German writers affirm that it prevailed over

the greater part of Europe, followed by the

plague. We can also trace it, under the name

of hospital, jail, and putrid fever, during the last

century, following the train of the great Euro-

pean armies. The Germans call it kricgspest

and pestis bellica. W. D. Baldwin, M. D ,

comes out boldly, and defines the affection in

this country "to be a distinct disease," sui gene-

ris, and better entitled to this distinction than

any other appellation. He adds, "No one can

watch its progress and study its history, without

being fully convinced that it is a most dreadful

and fatal malady, coming ' like a flood of mighty

waters,' and bringing along with it all the horrors

of a most dreadful plague." The symptoms he

describes are, "a long and severe chill, with the

surface remaining cold and mottled, (the earlier

the appearance of petechias, the more fatal their

indication)
;

rigidity of limbs, with agonizing

pains in the extremities, head, and stomach;
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great prostration; fits of synoope and coma.

When all these symptoms are present, the case

may be considered as hopeless." Thus writes

an author of "spotted fever," as it existed in

Alabama. I have seen a single case in Virginia

since the war.

The pathology of thedisease leads to the sus-

picion of blood poisoning. At a hospital, pa-

tients should be removed to tents erected in the

yard. Active cathartics should be resorted to,

aided by the supporting treatment, alcoholic

stimuli, bitter wine of iron, and opiates; fric

tioos of spirits of turpentine and cloths wrung
out of hot water, and mustard applied over the

trunk and limbs. To correct the fetor arising

from a combination of odors due to exhalations

from the body, decay, and cooking, chlorine and

lime-water are best.

The following prescription was used with ad-

vantage.

R. Potass, chlorinatse, %\].

Acidi muriatic!, f.^i.

Aquae destil., f-|pj- M.

Two drachms of this mixture were added to a

pint of water, of which a tablespoonful was given

to an adult every three hours.

Hospital Reports,

Pennsylvania Hospital, \

Philadelphia, May $tb
}
1869. J

Clinic of Prof. J. Aitken Meigs.

Reported by Dr. Napheys.

Eheumatoid Cases.

Rheumatism is a very common and a very

serious disease. It is not serious in itself, for

seldom does it prove fatal in its first attack, but

serious through its results, laying the foundation

of a great deal of trouble for the future. It

becomes therefore a very interesting matter to

study these results. A great many people in

the community are rendered helpless, incapacita-

ted from the performance of duties, in conse-

quence of the effects of this disease.

Acute rheumatic fever, articular rheumatism

as it is called, is very apt to attack the joints;

some one of the large or small joints or many of

them being affected either simutaneously or in

succession; oftentimes the effusion is very great.

The joint is rendered immovable for a time. The

acute symptoms gradually disappear ; but al-

though the patient gets about, still, in many in-

stances, some trouble in the joint is left behind,

there is a tendency to return of pain on expo-

sure to cold and dampness combined. Then
again rheumatic fever is exceedingly liable to

produce disease of the heart, pericarditis or

endocarditis and valvular disease. Little by
little the valvular affection, by its interference

with the circulation of the blood, causes hyper-

trophy of the heart and subsequently dropsical

affections—a train of symptoms very difficult to

manage in their chronic form. Then again, the

muscular substance of the heart itself may be

affected, giving rise to a great deal of dyspnoea,

sometimes to sudden and fatal collapse. Cases

of sudden death in rheumatism often occur in

this way. The pleural membrane is attacked

less frequently than the serous membranes of

the heart. Pleurisy from this cause runs the

ordinary course of that contracted from cold.

Inflammation of the peritoneal membrane hap-

pens much, more rarely as a complication in

rheumatism. There is a certain liability to in-

flammation of the serous investments of the

brain and spinal cord, giving rise to cerebral and

spinal meningitis. This inflammation may re-

sult in thickening of the fibrous tissue covering

the anterior and posterior roots of the spinal

nerves and consequent impairment of motion

and sensation. In young children choreic

symptoms are apt to follow upon rheumatism,

giving much trouble and lasting a long time.

Case 1. John F., aet. 45, seaman; of strumous

habit ; states he has always been healthy
;
pre-

sents remains of recent chancre on penis, and

lymphatics in left groin infiltrated. He denies,

however, any syphilitic taint.

There is nothing which requires more care in

making out a diagnosis in rheumatic cases than

tlie inquiry into the history. Many times the

history and not the symptoms will have to de-

termine ultimately the diagnosis. This man has

been in the hospital ten days. Three days before

admission his sickness began with pain in the

left hip joint, which did not swell. When ad-

mitted, the left knee-joint was swollen; pulse

strong; skin hot; tongue heavily coated ; sordes

on the teeth ; bowels constipated
;

urine, sp. gr.

1015, acid, deposit of phosphates and amorphous

materials. He was put on the use of bromide of

ammonium, fifteen grains every four hours, with

milk punch and good diet.

Although he has had a chancre, the symptoms

point to this case being really one of acute rheu-

matism, superadded to his old trouble.

The pathology of rheumatism is unsettled.

There are two prominent views. The older

writers Cdllen, and others, and even some

of the present day, assert that the fibrous tissues
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about the joint are the real seats of the trouble,

that it is not essentially a blood disease, but

merely a local trouble. But this view is now

abandoned in great measure. Most observers

regard the disease as a blood affection, although

the condition of the blood is by no means deter-

mined. Prout suggested the idea some years

ago of there being lactic acid in the blood. But

this has not been demonstrated. Dr. Richard-

son the eminent physiologist of London, per-

formed some experiments of this character. He
injected lactic acid into the peritoneal sac of dogs

and other animals, and discovered very soon after

inflammation of the serous membranes of the

heart. Effusion of serum took place in the peri

cardium
;
upon the endocordial surface coagu-

lable lymph was poured out, the valves became

encrusted, and the cases closely resembled

the results of rheumatic affections. This by

no means definitely settles the point ; other acids

may produce the same effects. All that is really

known of the pathology of the disease is that the

history of the cases points strongly to a morbid

condition of the blood, the fibrin of which is

very much increased in quantity. There is no

special characteristic condition of the urine in

these cases. Generally there is a large quantity

of urea and urates, and this is also true of other

febrile affections. The great general disturbance,

the extraordinary fever, the copious sweating of

an acid character, often with a very slight affec-

tion of the joints, all point to a constitutional

condition, the articular and heart troubles being

results or accompaniments of the disease.

Various methods of treatment have been advo-

cated. Venesection has now gone out of vogue.

It was supposed at one time to be a great

remedy. The physician maltreated his patient

if he did not resort to it. But experience has

shown that the abstraction of blood in large

quantity, generally or locally, prolongs the du-

ration of the case. It diminishes the suffering

during the attack at the expense of its duration.

Since the publication of Dr. Todd's work on

acute diseases, in which he combatted the use of

the lancet, it has ceased to be employed.

Colchicum is often used, but it has very little

influence over the acute affection, according to

the best clinical observers. It acts as a depres-

sant like blood-letting.

Mercury has been given but not so often as

formerly. It was supposed that this agent was
absolutely essential in treating the cardiac com
plication. In some instances it is still resorted

to, but the tendency to use it is growing less

and less in the profession.

The alkaline treatment is the one now mostly

employed by physicians, not only in private but

in hospital practice. It is strongly advocated,

and it certainly seems by its eliminative power

over the kidneys, to get rid of the morbid mate-

rial in the blood giving rise to the disease.

Better results have been obtained than by any

other treatment. Garrod combines quinine and

bicarbonate of potassa, soda or ammonia together.

He gives thirty grains of bicarbonate of potassa

and five of quinine every four hours, keeping up

the treatment steadily for some days. Many
cases of rheumatism, which have been treated

expectantly, have run through the disease as fa-

vorably as when medicinal treatment was used.

Therefore, great care should be exercised in

coming to a conclusion as regards the effect of

medicine in this disease.

Bromide of ammonium has been used of late

experimentally in this hospital, under the general

impression that it shortens the duration of the

case and of the subsequent period of debility,

and lessens the tendency to cardiac disease. Dr.

Meigs has not observed any special advantage it

exerts over the alkaline treatment. But every

judicious physician will treat cases according to

their symptoms and complications.

Case 2d. This very interesting case, in a

woman, illustrates the dyspnoea which occurs

during rheumatism, when the muscular tissue of

the heart itself is affected. The patient had an

attack of rheumatism in February las*
-

, and was

sick for three weeks. Her present attack came

on two weeks ago. There is a great deal of dys-

pnoea. No rubbing sound, indicating pericardial

trouble, nor any murmur indicating endocarditis

can be discovered. On taking hold of the wrist,

it is found that the pulse loses the third beat;

two rapid contractions and the third is lost.

There is irregular action of the heart itself. Tl e

systolic movement seems as if it were divided

nto two imperfect beats, not one decided, empha-

tic stroke, as in health. There is a good deal of

tumultuous action of the heart.

In every acute rheumatic case, it is the boun-

den duty of the physician to examine the heart

day after day. A patient with a great deal of

dyspnoea and an irregular sort of pulse, is one to

be watched over closely, for the simple reason

that there is then a liability to sudden collapse.

If the physician is not on his guard, and does

not state to the relatives of the patient the

danger, he will never be forgiven if the case

happens to go off suddenly during his absence,

and after he has said it is going on well.

Case 3d. This case, of some interest, illus-
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trates what is called by Garrod, rheumatoid

arthritis. It is what is commonly known as

rheumatic gout. It is a disease attacking the

joints also, although not ushered in, generally

speaking, by acute symptoms.

Henry D., set. 27. Admitted four weeks ago.

Always healthy; of healthy parentage. Ten

days before admission felt severe pain in both

knee-joints, which did not swell. One week after-

ward his left ankle-joint became painful and

began to swell. On admission, tongue coated,

bowels constipated, skin hot and dry. Present

condition much improved, pain lessening, gain-

ing health and strength. Dry crepitation can be

detected in the left ankle joint on moving it.

His temperature rises considerably in the even-

ing. Urine, sp. gr. 1020; triple phosphates;

110 deposits; no albumen, which sometimes

appears in rheumatic disease, but which is not

characteristic of the affection.

He has been placed on bromide of ammonium,

fifteeen grains every four hours, and Huxham's

tincture of bark. Subsequently a drachm of the

ammoniated tincture of guaiac in milk, ter die.

Good diet, four ounces of milk punch a day, and

blister over the ankle.

Garrod affirms that in this form of disease,

there is never in the blood any uric acid, above

the trace which exists in health. From the

blood of the gouty patient crystals of uric acid

are invariably obtained upon a thread placed in

a mixture of the serum of the blood, or of the

fluid from a blister, with acetic acid, in the pro-

portion of six minims of the acid to each fluid-

drachm of the serum. Thus a positive differen-

tial point between these fwo affections is obtained.

He separates it from rheumatism by the fact that

in rheumatism the affection is generally pre-

ceded by acute febrile attacks, copious sweating,

with acid acrid discharges from the skin, which

is not the case in this disease. There may be

acute symptoms but rarely, and they are not

accompanied with copious perspiration. Again,

in rheumatism the effused serum is gradually

absorbed, and there is no disorganization of the

joint. But in this rheumatoid disease, the ten-

dency is to a very serious affection of the

joint. There is not only an effusion of serum,

but the cartilages covering the head of the bone

are absorbed, the hard dense surface of the

bone also, becomes impaired; and, finally, the

cancellated structure is exposed, and anchy-

losis is very apt to take place. Fine crepitus

does not follow true articular rheumatism. In

acute rheumatism the joints are affected erati-

cally, and get well often suddenly, metastasis,

usually symmetrical, taking place. But in rheu-

matoid arthritis one joint is affected after another,

the first still remaining anchylosed.

Rheumatoid arthritis generally comes on in

individuals broken down in health, who have

been subjected to deprivation of light, to loss of

rest at night, etc., and other circumstances

which tend to depress vital power. Therefore

the prognosis is worse than in the articular af-

fection of true rheumatism, simply because the

system is already deteriorated very much. The

cases require tonics, good diet, and stimulus.

The ammoniated tincture of guaiac seems to

have more influence over these cases than alka-

line remedies, and it appears to increase the

capillary circulation, giving warmth to the ex-

tremities. Huxham's tincture of bark will now
be added to his treatment.

Case 4th. Colored girl, set. 17; native of

West Indies
;
always healthy ; of healthy paren-

tage; never had rheumatism before. Two weeks

prior to admission, the left elbow joint was af-

fected, and then, in twenty-four hours, the right

knee. Received no treatment. On admission,

anaemic in appearance, right knee-joint swollen,

painful to the touch, and fluctuating on palpa-

tion. At the present time much improved; effu-

sion subsided; bowels normal; sleeps well; com-

plains of some pain in the left ankle, which is

not swollen. Urine, sp. gr. 1016; tripple phos-

phates, with granular urates; no casts; no albu-

men. No murmur about the heart. At one

time there was some evidence of a murmer there,

which appeared, however, to be due to anaemia,

not to valvular disease.

She has been on the usual treatment of bro-

mide of ammonium, 15 grs. every four hours.

Yesterday she was ordered quinine and iron;

two grains of the former, and ten drops of the

tincture of the chloride of the latter, ter die.

Also beef essence, good diet, and some wine.

The knee has been blistered, and the effusion is

going away. In a little while, with constitu-

tional tonic treatment, she will be well.

Hypodermic Use of Ergot in Aneurisms.

The Berliner Kl. Wochenschrift, March 22d,

1869, says:

—

" Von Langenbeck, of Berlin, reports two suc-

cessful cases, in which the above treatment was
pursued. Operative interference was impracti-

cable, and he made hypodermic injections of

fluid ext. of ergotse, with excellent results ; the

patients being almost entirely cured at the date

of report. He strongly recommends the method

to the attention of others/'
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Medical Societies.

ASSOCIATION OF MEDICAL EDITORS.

During; the sittings of the American Medical

Association at New Orleans, a meeting of Medi-

cal Editors was held, and an Association formed

Through the kind attentions of Dr. W. S. Mitch-

ell, of New Orleans, who was elected Permanent

Secretary, we have received the following account

of the meeting.

It will be noticed that the following Journals

were represented at the meeting. The Neic

Orleans Journal of Medicine, the Richmond and

Louisville Medical Journal, the Nashville Journal

of Medicine, the Chicago Medical Journal, the

St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal, the SL

Louis Medical Reporter, the Galveston Medical

Journal, and the Detroit Review of Medicine and

Pharmacy—eight in all.

Wednesday, May 5lh, 1869.

Pursuant to adjournment from the preliminary
meeting on Tuesday, the meeting of Medina!
Journalists was palled to order at 8 o'clock. P M.,
by Dr. N S. Davis, of the Chicago "Medical
Examiner."
The Committee on Organization, through their

Chairman, Dr. Theophilus Parvin, of the "West-
ern Journal of Medicine," then presenred the fol-

lowing preamble and plan of organization, which
was unanimously adopted:

"The editors of medical journals in the United
States, desiring to cultivate professional courte-

sies, to facilitate the conduct and general man-
agement of our journals, to promote their in-

terests, their usefulness, and make them a still

greater power for professional and popular good,
and especially to advance the interests of medi-
cine, hereby unite together under the following

ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION.

Name.—The Association of Medical Editors.

Purposes.—The cultivation of friendly rela-

tions, mutual assistance, community of effort

and means, where practicable, in a system of

receiving foreign exchanges, and of sending our
own journals abroad; in urging, with hearty
concert, improvements in the present system of
medical education, and a higher standard of
preliminary education of those who desire to

enter upon the study of medicine; the collection

of vital statistics; the collecting of the names
of all the regular physicians in the United
States, age, place, and date of graduation, if a
graduate; also, the same in reference to gradu-
tion at literary institutions, if such a graduation
has taken place.

Meetings.—These shall be held, commencing at

10 A.M., on the day preceding, and at the place

of the annual meeting of the American Medical
Association.

Officers.—President, Vice President, Perma-
nent Secretary, and Secretary.

The President, Vice President, and Secretary
shall be elected annually, and shall serve at the
meeting of the succeeding year.

Committees shall be appointed where neces-

sary for the carrying out of any of the special

purnoses of the Association.

These resolutions having been signed by the
following delegates—Dr. N. S. Davis, Chicago
Medical Examiner; Dr. Jas. M. Hol'oway, Rich-
mond and Louisville Medieal Journal; Dr. Wm,
M. McPheeters, St. Louis Medical Reporter; Dr.
W. R,. Bowling, Nashville Journal of Med'oine;
Dr. J. Berien Lmdslev. Nashville Journal of Med-
;cine; Dr. Greensville Dowell, Galveston Medical
Journal; Dr Samuel Lo^an, New Orleans Jour-
nal of Medicine; Dr. S. S. Herriek, New Or-
leans Journal of Medicine; Dr. E. W. Jenks
and Dr. Geo D. Andrews, Detroit Review of
Medicine and Pharmacy; Dr. W. S. Mitchell,

New Orleans Journal of Medicine, and Dr. S.

M. Bemiss, New Orleans Journal of Medicine—
the officers, as follows, were unanimously elected:

President—Dr. N S. Davis.
Vice President—Dr. W. M. McPheeters.
Permanent Secretary—Dr W. S. Mitchell.
Secretary—Dr. J. Berien Lindsley.

The following resolutions were unanimously
adopted

:

That a Committee on Foreign Exchanges be

appointed, to consist of Dr Parvin, as Chairman,
and the Permanent Secretary.

That the Permanent Secretary be instructed

to correspond with such regular medical journals

of the United States as are not now represented,

informing them of the objects of the organiza-

tion, and inviting their co-operation.

That a Committee, consisting of Drs. Bowling,
Dowell and Andrews, be appointed on the Re-
gistry of Phvsicians.

That Dr. Holloway be appointed a Committee
on Revision.

That the President deliver at the next meeting

an address on the history, progress, etc., of

Medical Journalism in this country, and that

the members of the Association furnish to him
such material and information as they may be

able to obtain.

That besides the members already signing the

constitution, all physicians connected with regu-

lar medical journals, be considered members
upon signifying, in writing to the Permanent
Secretary, their willingness to subscribe to the

foregoing articles of agreement, until opportu-

nity be afforded them of signing said articles.

That the President be requested to announce
to the American Medical Association the forma-

tion and objects of this Association.

That these minutes be furnished to the secular

papers, with a request that they be copied.

That Dr. Holloway be appointed a Committee
to arrange a general plan of communication be-

tween medical journals.

That the Committee on Exchanges be in-

structed to arrange some general plan for the

establishment of agencies in all the principal

cities.

There being no further business, the meeting
adjourned.
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Editorial Department,

Periscope.

Treatment of Rheumatism.

In the. British Medical Journal, Dr. Henry

Kennedy has some remarks on the treatment of

acute rheumatic fever. They are as follows:

—

Within a brief -period a very interesting dis-

cussion, relating to the treatment of rheumatic

fever, took place at the Royal Medical and Chi-

rurgieal Society of London. The point dicussed

was, however, one of more than ordinary mo-

ment, being neither more nor less than the ques-

tion whether art has any means at command, by

the use of which the duration of the disease

could be shortened. One party maintained that

the disease, if treated only with mint-water,

would terminate in about ten days; that is,

when no treatment was adopted, the tendency of

the disease was to cease about this period; and

a number of cases were quoted in proof of this

statement. The other held the opposite, main-

taining that the treatment known as "the alka-

line/' did materially shorten the attack. Before

stating my own views, I would observe that the

question discussed is but one of many of a simi-

lar import whi^h have been s farted within the

last few year. The late Sir John Forbes appears

to have been amongst the first to bring the matter

prominently forward, and to have questioned the

power of our art not only over rheumatic fever,

but over disease in general, and to have arrived

at the conclusion that Nature does everything,

and art little or nothing. In keeping with these

views, all are aware that what is known as the

antiphlogistic treatment has been not only ques-

tioned, but even rejected by many of late years.

Hence, too, has arisen the question which it is

the more immediate object of these remarks to

discuss.

Now, I believe that the views commonly held

on this point are not sufficiently clear. To assert

that the physician cures disease is, I think, in

the strictest sense of the words, incorrect. The

proper way to put it appears to me to be that the

physician treats, and, with the assistance of

Nature, cures disease. As to the views advanced

by Forbes, and held by many since, I do not

believe in them at all; my experience is entirely

opposed to them. I have not found that Nature

one moment causes disease, and the next sets

about curing it. On the contrary, cases either

overlooked or neglected, I have not found to get

quite well of themselves. Take examples of any
of the acute affections—as pneumonia or pleuri-

tis—and, if left entirely to themselves, what do

we find at the end of weeks or months? Is it that

Nature has cured them, or that we can detect no
mischief in the chest? Quite the contrary. And
on this point I appeal to the experience of all

present, who must have met instances of either

disease, which, as I have said, had been over-

looked or neglected. Nature, it is true, in the

course of time, modifies them much, but she

does not cure them; and the system at large

suffers seriously from the disease—the latent fire,

as it may be called, which keeps still smoulder-

ing, and which, if there be a tendency to stru-

mous disease, it is sure to engender; and so it is

of other affections, acute or chronic. "Who knows

not the mischief which often follows a neglected

cold?—an expression, by the way, in every one's

mouth; and yet this is one of the very mildest

affections with which we can be assailed. Or, if

we take any of the real diseases of the skinr or

syphilis, will any one maintain that these cure

themselves? On the contrary, will it not be

allowed that the cure of these affections is a dis-

tinct triumph of our art? But some one will

ask me here, will not a common cold cure itself?

or what control have we over fevers? My an-

swer to the first query is—I believe, indeed I

think I may say I know—that a little well-

directed treatment will shorten materially its

duration, whilst it lessons its severity. The

second query calls for more consideration; for

here I am quite ready to admit that our control

over the specific poisons which cause fevers is

little or none. For myself, however, I believe

that in barm—and there has been often occasion

to state this before—we have an agent of great

power in counteracting low states of fever,

whether met with in typhus, scarlatina, or small-

pox; and with the giant strides which chemistry

is now making, it seems to me highly probable

the day will come when agents will be discovered

capable of counteracting more effectively these

poisons. Nor, in the closest connection with

this subject, must we overlook the series of most

valuable experiments made within the last year

or two on the poisons of snakes introduced into

the living frame. I confess I look forward to

great results from them.

Leaving, however, this question of antiseptics

for the present, I hold that our management of a

case—say of typhus—within the first few days

of the onset of the attack, is all-important. I

have the strongest conviction which the nature

of the subject admits, that this preparatory
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treatment—if I may so speak of it—often makes

the difference between life and death. In Au-

gust, 1867, when the British Medical Associa-

tion visited us here, an eminent London physician

remarked, in my presence, that he had no faith

whatever in treating fever, except so far as sus-

taining the strength of the patient went. On

my telling him that I frequently applied leeches

to the head, with the most signal benefit, and

more particularly early in the attack, when epis-

taxis had threatened or occurred, he admitted at

once that such a measure might be very advisa-

ble. Indeed, as we know that the danger of a

case of genuine typhus happens from the ninth to

the thirteenth day, and that this danger usually

arises from the brain becoming deeply en-

gaged, I cannot see any valid reason why we

should not do our best to anticipate what is

coming. I repeat, then, that I believe we can

mitigate the symptoms of a state which, if left

to itself, would prove fatal. Here I almost

feel that an apology is necessary for dwelling on

points of this kind, and before such a meeting

as I now have the honor of addressing; for the

profession in Dublin have, I am happy to say,

been singularly free from these fluctuations in

opinion, as to the treatment of disease, which

have obtained elsewhere; still scepticism—and

it is nothing short of this—no matter where it

may have shown itself, is capable of doing injury

to the whole profession, and so I have noticed it.

Though the foregoing remarks are of a general

kind, I have thought it essential that they should

be made, as they have the closest connection

with my subject, and tend naturally to the ques-

tion which I would bring before you: Can our

art shorten the duration of the disease known as

rheumatic fever? I believe it can. I have as

strong a conviction on this point as I have that

sulphate of magnesia will aet as a purgative.

Here it may be well to observe that the affection

of which I speak is one of great frequency, of a

very specific character, entailing much suffering,

and one which it is scarcely possible to mistake.

It is one, too, which, if I may so say, we can

both see and handle; and, lastly, it is one of the

exact nature of which, if we have not a complete,

we have at least a considerable knowledge.

Hence it would scarcely be possible to select a

disease more suited to test the resources of our

art than this very one. But before speaking of

these, it will be necessary to advert briefly to the

natural history of the affection; for on this point

it is that the gentlemen in London, (and very

eminent they are), take their stand, by asserting

that, if the disease be left to itself, and treated

only by that potent agent, mint-wanter, it will

subside in ten or eleven days. I confess I read

this statement with great surprise, it was so

totally at variance with all my experience on the

matter. I could not but call back the time when

many, if not most of us, spoke of six weeks and

flannel as being the only cures for the disease,

shewing, as I think, conclusively, what its natu-

ral history then was; and, as years rolled on,

and I came to treat the disease myself, I could

not help observing that, in by far the majority

of cases, a week at least had elapsed before the

patknts came into hospital with the attack fresh

upon them; and when they came in, after even

a fortnight, the disease was still at its height,

and the suffering intense. And let it be ob-

served, that from the very nature of the disease

these patients were compelled to keep their beds,

and so carried out the treatment, I vouch for it,

systematically, which some would have us now
adopt. Tet the disease did not subside, as their

coming into hospital fully proved. As to the

cases advanced by Drs. Gull and Suttox, in

favor of their views, I must say they appear to

me very satisfactory: but as this has been already

shown by Dr. Fuller, in his last able communi-

cation in The Practitioner, I need not allude to

them further here.

And now to come to the important part of this

brief notice— for it is nothing more—what is the

best line of treatment for acute rheumatic fever?

With our present knowledge, it lies chiefly, I

believe, in some one of the modifications of what

is known as the "alkaline treatment,*' which,

amongst other effects, there can be no doubt,

renders the urine neutral, or alkaline. Though

it has been only of late years that the proper

way of effecting this object—I mean rendering

the urine neutral—has been known, still the

plan of using alkalies, and their earths, to as

great an extent as has been recently recom-

mended, is, like many other plans brought for-

ward as new, old enough, having been in vogue

with several during the last century. It must

be repeated, however, that it is a knowledge of

the fact that we can positively render the urine

neutral, which gives us the advantage over our

predecessors, and which, to my mind, renders

the treatment of the disease almost a certainty.*

* When I say a certainty. I would at the same time
wish it to be understood that exceptional cas«s occur
where a c^mpVe alkaline treatment would never- inju-
dicious. Thus, I have now seen several in-tances where,
in the course of an attack of scarlatina, acute rheumatism
of the joint*, attended with much swelling, showed itself:

and, nr>t lone sin^e, I wis asked to see a severe ea.se of
snotted typhus, where a similar occurren fl e tmk place.
The remarks mainly apply to the disease in its acute and
uncomplicated forms.
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"Which preparation of potash should be given, or

whether different salts should be combined, I

must say I have not been able to determine. As

we know that they almost all leave the system

as carbonates, the presumption is that no impor-

tant difference exists as to their effects on the

system. This point, however, must still be con-

sidered svb judice. The alkaline treatment,

then, of rheumatic fever, I consider as taking

the very first place; of course modified in the

extent to which it is carried by the demands of

each case. On this point I go the ent"re way

with two London physicians, Drs. Garrod and

Fuller, who have each written most ably on the

matter. The paper, indeed, of the former ap-

pears to me absolutely conclusive; and yet

strange to say, I believe it was not even alluded

to in the late discussions in London.

Forcibly, however, as I would wish to bring

under your notice the alkaline treatment of the

disease, I am very far from saying that it is all

that is required. You all know that the affec-

tion is one which very generally, though not

always, entails severe suffering. All suffer pain

but some a great deal more than others. Now,

in all these cases I have been in the habit, for

some years past, of giving anodynes in union

with the alkalies, opium being the chief, and,

when it agrees, by far the best. The opiate

treatment has been long known ; but I am not

sure I have anywhere seen the combined plans

recommended; and yet, with my present expe-

rience, I believe it to be the best and safest plan

which can be adopted. It acts tuto, cito, etjucunde.

In these very brief remarks on the treatment

of acute rheumatism, I Have purposely omitted

many points both of moment and interest, as

well as treatment. To one point only, before

concluding, I may allude—that is, whether the

alkaline treatment lessens the probability of the

heart becoming engaged. I believe it does. But

this is a point on which it must be allowed a

great caution would be required, before giving an

opinion. If, however, a certain line treatment

lessens the duration of this disease, it would be

fair to infer that it must, by so much, diminish

the chance of the heart getting engaged; and

this would seem to be confirmed by any statistics

yet brought to bear on the question. Within

my own observation, the heart, when attacked

at all, has, in the great majority of instances,

been affected before the patients came into

hospital; and it has been the valves, not the

pericardium, which were involved. It is worth

noting that I have, in four instances, seen peri

carditis precede the affection of the joints. 1

To sum up, then, I hold that acute rheumatic

fever can, by our art, be materially shortened in

its duration, and that those who are sick need a

physician.

A Case of Anthrax.

Dr. S. C. Thornton, of Moorestown, N. J.,

contributes to the Richmond and Louisville Med.

Journal the following article.

As diseases are often interesting to the physi-

cian because of their singularity and complica-

tions, and when their symptoms are grave and

threatening, their successful treatment more or

less important, so the history and treatment of

this case may be sufficiently interesting and im-

portant to justify its publication.

Nov. 15th, 1868. I visited professionally to-day

H. V., a farmer, age fifty-two years ; height sixty-

two inches; weight ten stones. Since 1856, when
I attended him for fractured femur, he has had

no sickness; he is "temperate in all things,"

active, and industrious. On the 8th, a small pim-

ple prevented him from buttoning his shirt collar.

To-day, the pimple's former site is occupied by a

large anthrax, right side of the neck, extending

from the hair of the scalp three and a half inches

downward, circular, the cuticular covering of

which is thin, and perforated by numerous fora-

mina, and discharging laudable pus. The top

was freely scarified and touched with potassa, to

assist in the separation of the dead cellular tis-

sue and to destroy the peculiar pain. Prescribed

a poultice of lini farina; Cook's pills; after

their operation, morph. sulph., gr. ss. every

four or six hours until sleep was produced. No-

thing in the general symptoms worthy of notice

was observed.

16th and 17th. Nothing unusual.

18th, 6. A. M. Family thought he was sinking.

Profuse perspiration, oppression of the chest,

difficulty of breathing, were the difficulties with

which he had to contend, all of which I ima-

gined might have originated in incubus, of which,

however, he had no recollection. Prescribed pil.

hyd., gr. ij., and whisky, f.Jj. every two hours,

morphia to be continued, if required; it has

made him sleep well at night.

19th. Dyspnoea gone, and diaphoresis not so

profuse. Slips down in the bed. Prescribed the

same doses of whisky and mercury every three

hours; he is not to be awakened for them.

20th. Irritability of mind, twitching of the

facial muscles, restlessness of body; pulse hard,

full, and 108. There is diaphoresis still; omit-

ted whisky. Prescribed inf. valerian and solu-
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tion ofquinia, gr. ij. to f.&j., also pil. hyd., gr. ij.

The first to be frequently taken, the two last

every four hours.

21st, 2, A. M. Family thought he was dying,

"because his jaws are set/' Rigid contraction

of the masseter and temporal muscles, chronic

in their character I presume. Expression of the

eyes wild and staring; pupils dilated
;
diaphoresis

profuse. From the inarticulate answers given,

we thought he recognized those present. He lay

on his right side, and, if I may be allowed the

expression, in emprosthotonos. The spasm of

the jaws originated in an attempt to drink.

Chloroform was inhaled, the muscles completely

relaxed, and he slept well till 4, A. M. During

the lime he was under the influence of the chloro-

form, a strong injection of assafcetida was ad-

ministered, which emptied the lower part of the

colon freely. When he awoke he was maniacal,

and violently resisted the efforts of three strong

men to keep him in the bed. Chloroform was

administered again; by force he was compelled

to inhale it; to its influence he was quite sus-

ceptible, and was soon asleep. He slept till

6, A. M.. and awoke again a maniac. I wished

his wife to try moral suasion. This she did, and

by constant watching she succeeded in keeping

him tolerably quiet until 8, A. M. Directed that

no more medicines should be given of the kinds

he had been taking. There was no ptyalism

perceptible. Prescribed soup for his food. If

trismus or mania returned, I directed his male

nurse to keep him under the influence of chloro-

form. In the evening I found that every attempt

to swallow the soup had brought on trismus, and

consequently, the anaesthetic had been frequently

and freely used to relieve it and the raving.

23d, 2, A. M. Constant subsultus; frequent

returns of the trismus, always with an attempt

to swallow; profuse diaphoresis; slipping down

in the bed; pulse full, hard, and of normal fre-

quency; anthrax discharging very freely, and

granulating well. A blister of ceratum can-

tharidis was applied over the whole length of

the spine, two inches in width.

The carbuncle was dressed with raw cotton,

well soaked with tinct. opii. Morphia, gr. ss.

every two hours. If he could not swallow it,

tinct opii, f.^j. to be thrown into the rectum as

often. At 9, P. M., the blistering cerate was

removed, and had drawn well, the subsultus had

disappeared, and the morphia held him "firmly

bound." Chloroform had been frequently given

during the day, for the trismus and mental de-

rangement.

23d and 24th. Gradually improving. On the

XX.

Do-latter day trismus existed for the last time,

cember 6th, visits discontinued.

During four days he used in inhalation three

pounds of chloroform, a good article that I pro-

cured from the manufacturers, Powers & Weight-

man. He swallowed, in the course of his sick-

ness, eight grains of morphia, and one ounce of

pure laudanum was given in enemata.

In a case reported by my father, (of traumatic

tetanus, that he successfully treated, and which

was caused by wearing a tight boot,) in the

Medical Reporter for 1849, venesection was prac-

tised, and ptvalism produced, but he afterward

trusted entirely to ether and chloroform to induce

the cure.

In the three cases I reported to the Medical
and Surgical Reporter: that of a lad who fell

from a tree on the palms of his hands, and thereby

forced both bones of both the forearms into the

earth; that of the young man in whom tetanus

originated from a wound in the hand; and that

of a farmer in whom idiopathic tetanus was in-

duced by sleeping in the open night air, no
chloroform or ether was used. The first of these

three cases was, of course, a hopeless one. The
second was one of tonic and general muscular

rigidity, and recovered. The third very much
resembled Yanvane's case. In both the diapho-

resis was profuse, and in both trismus was in-

duced by drinking. Vanvane had emprosthoto-

nos; the other (Burr), opisthotonos, and died in

one of the spasms; and in the treatment of this

case, Burr's, I now regret that he was not

thoroughly anaesthetized by chloroform during

the spasms.

Yanvane's was certainly a desperate case; the

attending symptoms, tetanic and cerebral, were

different from those I ever saw accompany an-

thrax. A few weeks after his commencing con-

valescence, I have been informed, a similar case

happened, under the same constitutional rela-

tions, in Marlton, a village six miles from this

place. Both men were of the same height, and

alike in their general habits of life. The Marl-

ton man was much the heavier: he had trismus

and raving; difficulty of deglutition and profuse

diaphoresis. No chloroform was administered

to him, and he died. That chloroform would

have saved him, I am not certain, but would not

feel myself justified in treating a similar case

without it. That Yanvane had spasmodic action

of muscles of the jaw is undeniable; and they
were so firmly closed, that with my hands un-

aided, I was unable to make the slightest sepa-

ration. In the etiology and pathology of tetanus,

I am cognizant of nothing that forbids me to

consider this spasmodic action tetanic.
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The Nomenclature of Skin Diseases.

Dr. James C. White writes as follows in the

Boston Medical and Surgical Journal:

No writer has done so much to increase the

unfortunate confusion which exists in connection

with the nomenclature of cutaneous diseases as

Mr. Wilson. Up to the 4th edition of his work
he had called psoriasis, lepra, applying the

former, its proper title, to a variety of chronic
eczema. In the preface to his 5th edition, pub-
lished in 1863, and written immediately after

an interview with Professor Hebra " amidst the

academic groves of Richmond Hill," we find the

following change announced:
" To return to Hebra. The term lepra—der

Aussatz in German—signifies the eruption, the

great eruption. It is synonymous with leprosy,

the leprosy, the ancient leprosy, that which has
since been called elephantiasis. Therefore let us
bestow the term lepra where it rightfully belongs,

or reject it altogether. The trivial affection

which we at present call lepra has no single point
of comparison with leprosy. We cannot but
admit the truth of this argument, and we cannot,

also, but recognize in an instant the monstrous
absurdity of calling a comparatively insignifi-

cant disease by so portentous a name.
"Now, Hebra cuts the gordian knot. Eczema

he calls eczema; lepra, lepra; and that very
common affection which we at present term
lepra, he calls psoriasis. The change is simple,

the reasons for it important. We cannot do
better than adopt it. Moreover, it suits the

spirit of the British hull-dog to call things by
their proper names, and w.e are too noble in our

nature not to recognize and value the intellect of

our foreign brethren. The great International

Exchange of 1862 will not have existed in vain,

if it have accomplished no more than to enable

us to give the proper name to a very common
and troublesome disease."

Considering the reputation for tenacity of the

canine species here mentioned, it might be pre-

sumed that this matter of title was definitely

settled, but in the ''Student's Book of Cutaneous
Medicine," published in 1864, the "intoxication"

produced by the " fascinations of his agreeable

friend" (Professor H.) seems to have subsided,

for Richmond Hill is ignored, the term psoriasis

being still retained for this form of chronic

eczema, while his old lepra is called alphos.

In April, 1868, this gordian knot appears to be
still uncut, and a positive reaction has taken

place in the temper of the British bull-dog, for in

an article on this affection, no longer alphos

but lepra again, published in the Journal of Cu-

taneous Medicine at that time, we find the follow-

ing recantation: "Nothing can be more outra-

geous than the blunder of calling lepra vulgaris,

psoriaris : happily it is a foreign blunder; but

we trust that there are few amongst us who are

so lost to the proper estimation of nationality as

to submit, blindfold to the foreign yoke. We
have no objection to accept the truth at the hands

of our foreign brethren, but once and for all we
reject their falsehood: and we have a proper dis-

dain for the spirit of gobe-moucheism, which is at

all times ready to gulp down "omne ignotum

pro magnifico."

Later in the same year (October) he calls

psoriasis, lepra alphos; and in January, 1869,

another alteration is introduced, and the title

lepra graecorum is adopted. In this latter arti-

cle, a review of Hebra's work, he says, "it would

be a serious mistake to confer on lepra so un-

suitable a designation as that of psoriasis, as is

proposed by our Austrian colleague. We trust

that our countrymen will agree with us in our

objection, and resist an attempt at the alteration

of our nomenclature, which is pressed upon us

inconsiderately, and with an authority which we
think it absolutely necessary to resist." To this

a writer in the Edinburgh Medical Journal of

March, if we mistake not, the well-kuown author

of the best works on skin diseases published in

Great Britain, replies:—" And but small excite-

ment do we feel in the approaching contest

which Mr. Wilson announces as about to take

place between himself, a self-elected champion of

Britain, and Hebra, as the supporter of the

honor of Germany
;
notwithstanding the flourish

of trumpets with which Mr. Wilson accepted

the fancied challenge, and calls upon all interes-

ted to form a ring, and be judges of the fairness

of the strategy. For it is just possible that the

personal appearance of his German opponent in

the field may once again be sufficient for victory,

and enable him to return to his country singing

the exulting pagan of veni, vidi, vici.

Spectrum Lines.

At a late meeting of the American Institute,

Professor E. C. Pickering, of the Massachusetts

Institute of Technology, employed the following

method to illustrate his paper on Spectrum Analy-

sis. A sheet of black lace, one and a half feet

broad, and three feet high, was suspended as a

screen, and upon it was thrown a continuous

spectrum from a magnesium light, arranged in

the manner first developed for the electric light

by Professor Cooke of Cambridge, except that
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only one bisulphide of carbon prism was used.

The spectrum covered the entire lace screen, the

curvature of its lines being corrected by an oppo-

site curvature of the opening through which the

light passed. Upon this black lace were attached

a number of white paper strips, so arranged as

to occupy the places of the bright lines in seven

different spectra, such as those of sodium, potas-

sium, rubidium, ccesium, etc. These being illu-

minated by the variegated light of the continu-

ous and broad spectrum, received and reflected

each the color corresponding to its position, and

therefore, (their adjustment being accurate,) that

which actually belonged to the band which it

represented. The light falling between these

paper bands was not, of course, reflected, and

the appearance, therefore, was, in each case (as

in an actual spectrum), of bright-colored lines on

a dark ground. When, however, as in the case

of potassium, the nebula of Orion, etc., a faint,

continous spectrum is in fact combined with that

of the bright lines, this also was represented by

attaching, in the right places, bands of white

lace, which reflected enough of the colored light

to produce a hazy spectrum, admirably imitating

that of the substances or bodies in question.

—

Jour. Franklin Institute.

Reviews and Book Notices.

NOTES ON BOOKS.

On the Ninety-Sixth Anniversary nf the Medical

Society of London, March 8th, 1869, Sir G. Duncan
Oibb, Bart, M. D., of Falkland, late Vice-president

of the Society, delivered an interesting oration on

"Discoveries in Science by the Medical Philoso-

pher/' (London, H, K. Lewis, 1 vol., 12mo., pp.

62.) It is a brief review of the contributions to

science which have been made by members of

the Society since its commencement. We are as-

tonished and pleased to see the names of so many
distinguished men in its pages. The author,

Dr. Gibb, spent several years in this country

and Canada, and is known in other departments

of natural science, especially geology.

Three commissioners, among them Dr. Geo. F.

Fort, were appointed by the New Jersey State

Legislature to examine the various systems of

prison discipline and report an improved plan.

Their report has now appeared, and makes a

pamphlet of sixty-two pages (printed at the True

American office, Trenton). They have done their

work admirably ; their suggestions appear to us

teased on mature consideration and sound phi-

lanthropy. The pamphlet should be carefully

studied by all interested in this humane topic.

The Anniversary Oration delivered before the

Medical Society of the District of Columbia, last

September, was by that accomplished medical

historian, Dr. J. M. Toner. It has since been

published, by request of the Society, in pamphlet

form, (80 pp.) It reviews the medical history of

Washington City from the time when, in 1008,

Dr. Walter Russell extracted a iish-bone from

that famous adventurer, Captain John Smith,

down to date. It is enriched with notes, con-

tains much on the general sanitary condition of

our capital, and deserves a permanent place in

the library of the medical historian.

From Detroit there reaches us, "A Letter to

Prof. A. B. Palmer," in reply to his four lec-

tures on homoeopathy, by Chas. J. Hempel, M. D.

If there was anything new in these letters, either

in allegation, style, or presentation, we would

cheerfully review them at length. But as they

contain nothing but what has already been re-

peatedly answered, it is not worth our while to

spare space for the purpose.

Proceedings of the State Medical Society of

Michigan for the years 1867 and 1868. De-
troit: 1869. 1 vol., 8vo., paper, pp. 116.

This volume contains the minutes of two an-

nual meetings and a number of reports and

papers. It is pleasant to learn from it that the

Michigan Medical Society is in a prosperous

condition. At the last meeting, one of the most

prominent topics of discussion was the attempt

of the homoeopaths to foist their exclusive "isms "

into the professorial chairs of the Ann Arbor

University. The opinions expressed were clear

and sound, and a unanimous sentiment of regret

at the folly of the Board of Regents in making

such a move, was visible. We shall make ex-

tracts from several of the reports for the readers

of this journal, as these documents contain much
useful information.

The Gazette Hebdomadaire, etc., adds to

a previous report of one of Professor Brown-
Sequard's communications to the Academy of

Medicine, that that gentleman compared the au-

ricular hozmatoma of the insane to the hasmor-

rhage into the tissues of the ear produced by his

artificial lesions of the corpora restifovmia.

The same journal gives a note from M.
Philipeaux, in which from certain new exper.-

ments he draws the conclusion that, as a general

law, among vetebrate animals at least, an organ en-

tirely removed can never be replaced—that when
an organ is regenerated the basilar portion has

not been removed.
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J8®- Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and

Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence

News, etc. etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research., analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

To insure publication, articles must be practical

brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

We particularly value the practical experience of coun-

try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfully belongs to the profession.

VACCINATION AND ITS BENEFITS.
There is no error more likely to produce seri-

I ous results on the public welfare than the un-

founded prejudice against vaccination, which

both in this country and in England has been

fostered by ignorant or unscrupulous parties

during the last few years.

Of the many brilliant proofs of the value of

Dr. Jenner's discoveries, hardly any is more
satisfactory than one recently brought forward

by Dr. E. M. Snow, Superintendent of Health of
1

the City of Providence, Rhode Island, whose

labors in behalf of public hygiene and medical

statistics we have frequently had occasion to

mention with commendation. He recently laid

before the Board of Aldermen of that city a

report on small-pox and the protective power of

vaccination, which is not
#

less valuable for the

original obsevations it contains, than for the clear

and decided language in which they are set

forth.

He calls attention to the frequent statements

in the public papers, that vaccination has lost

its protective power against small-pox, or that it

has run out, implying that the vaccine virus had
lost, either in kind or in degree, some of the

properties that it possessed when first discovered.

I
On account of an unusual prevalence of small-

pox, during the last fall and winter, in Califor-

nia, as well as in Chicago, St. Louis, and other

of our midland cities, these statements in the

newspapers have been more frequent than usual.

It is probable that there are many persons in

the community who are inclined to believe them,

or at least, to think that there is some founda-

tion for them. And yet there is not one particle

of truth in them. The character and properties

of vaccine virus are as perfect, and its protec-

tive power against small-pox is as certain and

effectual to day, as it was when first discovered

by Jenner.

The proof of this is seen, first, in the character

and effects of the vaccine virus itself; and second,

in the results of its application in the com-

munity.

1. The Vaccine Virus itself. Dr. Jenner gave

minute instructions for vaccination ; described

precisely the character, properties, and local and

constitutional effects of the vaccine virus
; and

gave a most exact and particular description of

the progress and appearance of the vaccine vesi-

cle, day by day, from the insertion of the virus

until the scar is healed.

The operation done in the same way, any-

where, to-day, produces precisely the same local

and constitutional effects, and the most skilful

and minute professional examination of the

vesicle, day by day, cannot discover the slightest

variation from Dr. Jenner's description.

2. Results of Vaccination. The results of vac-

cination in giving protection from small-pox, are

precisely the same now, as they were in the time

of Jenner.

In Providence, during the past winter, small-

pox was stopped four different times by vaccina-

tion. No one can believe that if there had been

no protective power in vaccination, the disease

could have been arrested under the circumstances

in which it appeared. But there is more direct

and positive proof than this, of the protective

power of vaccination at the present time.

During the month of April, 1869, Dr. Snow

had a case of small-pox in a family where there

were three persons wholly unprotected, and one

other person with only partial protection. He
vaccinated them all, and though they remained

in the family, and went freely in and out of the

room with the small-pox, until recovery, not one

of them had the slightest symptoms of the dis-

ease. Was there any evidence of a weakened

protective power of vaccination in that case?

And yet, during this same time, an article ap-

peared in one of the daily papers taking the

ground that vaccination has lost its protective

power against small-pox. But this is no excep-

tional case. Scores of similar cases have oc-

curred during the last fourteen years.

It may be assumed, positively, that the remark-

able exemption from small-pox, enjoyed by

Providence during the last fourteen years, as

already described, has been wholly owing to the

protective power of vaccination.

Such instructive facts as these should be re-

peatedly urged on the public mind. The igno-
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ranee of the simplest truths of medical science is

so crass and wilful, that it is only by a ceaseless

iteration that we can hope to bring the mass of

men to a proper regard for their own welfare.

Notes and Comments.

THERAPEUTICAL BULLETIN.*
Compiled by Geo. H. Napheys, M. D.

No. 14.

This column will contain each week a collection of the

Recipes, remarkable for their novelty and e'egance, note

in use by prominent practitioners, as recommended by

them in recent lectures at College and Hospital Clinics,

and at meetings of Medical Societies, in newly published

monographs and systematic treatise-', and in the current

medictl periodicals of this country and Europe. It will

include formulae for hypodermic injections, for inhala-

tions, for rectal and vaginal suppositories, for ointments
lotions, collyria, etc., etc.

The selection will be such that each prcscrip'ion will

commend itself, both by its intrinsic merit", and by the

authority of the name of the phy-ician by whom origi-

nated or employed. It is designed to give only the latest

and b ~st approved therapeutical expressions of the pro-

fession—to afford a periscope of the remedial measures

resorted to by eminent living physicians.

It is proposed, hereafter, to classify these formulae, and

issue them in book form.

Treatment of Skin Diseases continued.

J. M. Da Costa, M. D.

114. R. Potassii cyanidi, gr.

Alcohol, f-3'j-

Glycerinoe, f-^s.

Aquae, f.^vj. M.

A local application to allay itching in various

skin affections, to be sponged over the part sev-

eral times a day.

115. R. Hydrarg. chlor. mitis, ^j.
Cerati simplicis, 5j. M.

An alterative ointment to be applied in eczema

capitis, after poulticing.

116. R. Sodae sulphitis, jfss.

Aquae, f.fvj.

To be used as a wash in lepra. The patient

at the same time being ordered, internally,

117. R. Liq. potassae arsen., nj^iij.

Tr. gentianae comp., f'.gij.'

For one dose, ter die.

118. R. Ung. hydrarg. nitratis,

Cerati simplicis, aa ^ss. M.
For pityriasis of the scalp. To be applied

* Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year

1869, by Geo. H. Naphets. M.D., in the Clerk's office of

the District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylva-
nia.

N. B. This copyright is not intended to prevent medi-
cal journals publishing these articles, but only their be-

ing issued in book form.

morning and night. The hair should be cut

short, and poultices applied before using this

ointment. The scalp is to be kept clean with

soap.

119. R. Unguenti picis,

Ung. hydrarg. oxidi rubri, aa .^ss.

For impetigo. To be rubbed in morning and

night. If this fails, apply

120. R. Cupri sulphatis, —ij.

Aquae, f.jj. M.

Or use the solid sulphate of copper.

Tilbury Fox, M.D., Lond., M. R. C. P., etc.

121. R. Plumbi acetatis, gr. xv.

Acidi hydrocyauici dil., fT].xx.

Alcohol, f.^ss.

Aquae, ad f.,^ vj . M.

Use in impetigo. At the outset of this disease,

and in direct proportion to the degree of irrita-

tion present, remedies should be emollient in

character. Poulticing is the first step. Then

the above lotion may be used. Subsequently,

122. R. Hydrargyri ammoniati, 9j.
Oiei olivae,

Adipis, aa.^j.

Olei rosae, njKi.

Tincturae tolu, gtt. xx. M.

If the scalp is affected, the hair must be cut

from around the disease. Pediculi, if they exist,

will be destroyed by the above white precipitate

ointment. In many cases alkaline lotions are of

use, for example,

123. R. Sodae carbonatis, jj.^

Aquae, fjvj.

Prof. Hebra, of Vienna.

124. R. Saronis mollis, ^j.

Aqnae bullientis, Oj. M.

Use in the second, stige of eczema, to counter-

act the infiltration. The lotion may be scented

with some essential oil.

126. R. Picis liquidae,

Alcohol,

Saponis mollis, aaf.^ij. M.

This constitutes the "tr. saponis viridis cum

pice," and is used in eczema.

Prof. J. Lewis Smith, New York.

126. R. Pulveris zinci oxidi,

Lycopodii, aa ^j. M.

To be dusted occasionally over the inflamed

surface in the erythema intertrigo of infancy,

when the inflammation is severe and accompa-

nied by moisture. In slight cases of this affec-

tion, due to friction of opposing surfaces of the

skin, or to the irritation of certain discharges, if

not accompanied by moisture and destruction of

the epidermis, dusting the surface thickly with

powdered starch, so as to prevent attrition, will
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be all the treatment required. The disease may
also be satisfactorily treated in most cases by the

following wash.

127. R. Cupri sulphatis, gr. ij—iv.

Aquas rosae, f«<fij- M.

To be kept constantly applied by means of

linen saturated with it and pressed between the

inflamed surfaces. When this disease is caused

by frequent acid stools, remedies which cure the

diarrhoeal affection also cure the erythema.

Bullock and Crenshaw.

One of our most reliable and popular drug

firms have lately removed from their old stand

at the corner of Sixth and Arch streets, a few

doors down Arch street, on the opposite side, to

No. 528, where they have occupied very exten-

sive buildings running back to North street,

giving them a very fine retail establishment, and

fi

abundance of room for their very extended

wholesale operations. The readers of the Re-

porter have for fifteen years been familiar with

the name and character of this firm, and if we mis-

|
take not, their business has grown with the

growth of this journal largely, through judicious

advertising.

The University of Pennsylvania.

At a session of the City Councils held on the

13th iost , an ordinance passed one branch, au-

thorizing the sale of 19 16 100 acres of the Alms-

house property west of the Schuylkill to the

Trustees of the University of Pennsylvania. The

object is to effect a sale of the University pro-

perty on Ninth street between Market and

Chestnut streets, and remove the institution to

that locality. The price charged—$8000 per

acre—seems large, especially when the ground

is to be used for such a purpose—but it will be

expedient for the Trustees to do anything in

their power to bring the Medical Department of

the University—the only department that brings

in any revenue—into closer association with a

Hospital, if it is understood that this movement

will accomplish that.

^
I

The Willard Asylum for the Insane.

This institution, located at Ovid, in the State

of New York is now nearly ready for occupancy.

The Trustees have chosen Dr. John B. Chapin,

late of Brigham Hall, a private institution at

I Canandaigua, as the superintendent. Dr. Cha-

j I
pin's qualifications for the position are first class,

I
and the appointment is an excellent one.

The institution is located on a bluff overlooking

the Seneca Lake, and during the summer months

2
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the scenery is delightful. In 1865 the Legisla-

ture of New York authorized the building of an
asylum for the chronic insane poor—a class of

persons that are now, and who have been for

years confined in the several County houses of the

State. The name given to the institution was
that of the "Willard Asylum/' in compliment to

the late Dr. Sylvester D. Willard, of Albany,

through whose instrumentality mainly it was
finally established.

Another Medical College in Philadelphia.

It is whispered in medical circles that a num-
ber of medical men have it in contemplation to

start another regular medical college in this

city. The names of several of the proposed

professors have been mentioned to us, and un-

doubtedly they would give a high character to

the institution.

There is, there always is, plenty of room for

another college here :—but only for one kind of

a college. That is, for one combined with exten-

sive hospital advantages, one which will not

pander to the prevailing low standard of educa-

tion, one which will be under the thumb of no

clique, one in which no " hereditary rights" will

be known, one in other words, different in some

respects from any now here.

Clergymen and Cancer Curers.

We quote the following from the New York

Observer.

A clergyman who has been cured of a cancer
sends us the name of the surgeon to whose skill

he is indebted for his relief, and he desires us to

make it known to the world. We have done
so in another similar case, and the result was
such an amount of trouble, annoyance, respon-

sibility and complaint, that we do not feel dis-

posed to venture upon the generous experiment
again. We rejoice with our correspondent in

his deliverance, and hope that the cure will be
as permanent as it is now agreeable.

The Observer seems to have learned by expe-

rience, something of the futility of relying on

the promises of this class of empirics. Its lan-

guage is quite significant.

Marriage and Leprosy.

A leprous husband prayed before the Bombay
High Court for the restitution of conjugal rights,

which, it seems, his wife had withheld, on the

ground that he might infect her. Legal formali-

ties apart, the wife's objection to a great extent

was medically invalid, so far as she herself was

concerned. As regards her offspring, however,

the case is different. A leper seldom infects a

partner in the exercise of conjugal rights; this
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is an ascertained fact. Their progeny are very-

liable to suffer, though this is not necessarily the

case. The decision in favor of the plaintiff is of

peculiar interest in Bengal, where every hun-

dredth man or woman is a leper, and where the

disease is steadily on the increase.

—

Lancet.

Correspondence,

DOMESTIC.

Singular Case of Calculus.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter:

I was called to see Mrs. C. B. S , the latter

part of October, 1868. Her age is about GO, of

medium size, well built and to all appearance in

perfect health. She complained of a painful

tumor on the middle of the abdomen just above

the pubes. She had first noticed it a short time

before; had been house-cleaning, and one day

exerted herself more than usual, and worked a

great deal with her arms overhead : the following

morning she had severe pain, and also observed

the swelling. (She had been very healthy all

her life, except a few years ago she was very

subject to cramp of the stomach, during which

attacks a great deal of bilious vomiting took

place, but when over those attacks she was in

apparent good health again. During the past

two years she has not had an attack, except last

February, when she had a slight one, but yielded

readily to appropriate remedies.)

On making an examination, I found the swell-

ing to extend from the pubes up toward the um-

bilicus, about four inches, and about three

inches in width, of an oval shape ; it felt as if it

was just underneath the skin and fatty tissues,

and had a kind of doughy feel. The lower half

felt thicker than the upper, and it was about an

inch or little more in thickness, tapering offtoward

the edges, and appeared to be of uniform consis-

tency. It was very painful on pressure being

made. She informed me that at times the pains

were of a lancinating character, and at others

dull and gnawing, and so severe at times that

she could scarcely endure it. I told them I

could not exactly state the nature of the tumor, but

that it felt like a fatty tumor, and on expressing

my opinion that it was not anything of a malig-

nant character, she was satisfied for the time

being. I gave her a linament composed of tr.

sapon camph., tincturse iodinli and aquae ammon.

She used this for a number of weeks, and soon

the pain subsided a great deal, and the swelling

appeared to grow less.

About two months after my first seeing her

(perhaps nearly three) she informed me that she

could not use any linament, as the parts were

very sensitive. The swelling had again increased

in size and become nodulated, and a portion

on the middle of the right edge had become

puffed out, and softer than the other parts.

I directed her to poultice the parts, that pro-

bably it would open and then heal. She did

so, and soon after an opening was effected, and

at first there was a discharge of purulent matter,

which afterwards changed more into a sanious

character, and with it also were discharged sev-

eral of the calculi, of which you have speci-

mens. At first a few were discharged daily.

In the course of a few weeks, however, dis-

charges took place about every four or jive

days, and generally about four to sic at a time,

and almost invariably the largest one first, and

then followed by others of smaller size, the last

one being the smallest. Altogether not less than

fifty of those calculi were discharged in the

course of a few months. All had the same shape

and appearance, and those broken the same ap-

pearance within. Among the specimens sent

you was the largest one discharged (one of the

last batch) and also some of the smallest ones,

about two-thirds of the whole number were of the

small size.

During the interval of the passing of these

calculi, there was a discharge of an offensive

matter, a mixture of purulent and sanious matter,

and of an acrid character. As soon as the tumor

opened, and the calculi were discharged, the

pain almost entirely ceased.

I was enabled to make a thorough examination

of the parts during the time, (several months

ago,) and then found the abdomen to have as-

sumed almost its normal size and shape. I

found two openings, the largest, and through

which the calculi were discharged, was about

two and a half inches from the median line of

the abdomen, on the right side, and about three

inches above the pubic bone; it was not over

a quainter of an inch in diameter, and "sur-

rounded by a soft, spongy florid vein;' 7 the other

was about an inch below this, much smaller, and

through which a sanious discharge took place.

To the touch the whole abdomen was of a uniform

consistence, (this was a few hours after five cal-

culi had been discharged.) I could pass a probe

about two and a half inches from right to left,

in the upper opening, and also about two inches

downward, but not upward, nor further toward

the right side. As I was able to pass the probe

so far, by entering the upper opening in the
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direction in which the greatest swelling existed,

I did not pass it far in the lower one, especially

as it was so much smaller, and caused the patient

some pain.

As some of the calculi were so very large in

comparison to the opening, it took some time,

generally, before it effected sufficient dilatation to

pass out, and often she was compelled to assist

nature and press them out; the small ones then

easily followed.

About two months have now elapsed since the

last ones were discharged. The openings have

not yet healed, as there is still some discharge,

but not so offensive in smell nor acrid in char-

ter as formerly.

WJiat ought I to use to effect a perfect cure?

Her health during all this time has been good;

her appetite not impaired; digestive functions

were performed normally; bowels regular; no

urinary difficulty. If anything she looks better

now than she was last fall and winter.

A. M. Sigmund, M. D.

Shimersville, Pa., May 7, 1869.

[We have had the calculi examined by a com-

petent chemist, who pronounces them chiefly of

cholesterine, tinged by biliverdin.

—

Eds.]

The Arrest of Hemorrhage by Torsion and
Transfixion.

The following letter to a leading surgeon of

this city has been kindly placed at our disposal.

It contains surgical suggestions quite ingenious

and worthy of trial.

Dear Sir.—Permit me to call your attention

to a means of arresting arterial hemorrhage-by

torsion and transfixion, as suggested in an arti-

cle I contributed to the New Orleans Journal of

Medicine, (April No., 1869.) It is done in the

following manner

:

Let the artery be taken hold of with a torsion

forceps, and twisted on its axis until reduced to

a cord s'hape, and then transfixed with a needle.

The transfixing needle may be introduced from

the cutaneous surface, or a short needle, threaded

with a small wire, may be introduced within a

short distance from the bleeding artery, into the

cut surface of the wound; in either case the

point of the needle should be brought out at the

artery, it being twisted; the needle is made to

transfix it, and is then pushed forward into the

fleshy parts beyond, sufficiently far to secure it

permanently in this twisted condition.

Now what are the obvious advantages of this

method of stanching a bleeding artery in a sur-

gical manner? In the first place, we are enabled

to secure the bleeding vessel against hemorrhage

as effectually as it can be done with a ligature.

A large artery can be twisted until its walls are

made to collapse two-thirds of an inch or more

above the cut surface. If this twist is maintained

by the needle, it is not likely that hemorrhage

can take place. In the next place we are able

to withdraw the needles, the short one, if used,

by the wire attached to it, in the shortest time it

may be thought safe to do so without danger of

hemorrhage. The wound, being freed from the

irritation of stanching instruments, is placed in

the most favorable condition to heal by the first

intention.

I am disposed to think that an artery secured

in this way would not be so likely to endanger

the life of the patient from secondary hemor-

rhage; the very condition of its being twisted

for some distance above the cut surface would al-

most preclude the possibility of such an accident.

The ability to remove at will the stanching

instruments before suppurative action usually

takes place, will greatly lessen the danger ,of

purulent infection ; the patient being in a favora-

ble condition, the probability is that the wound
will heal by the first intention, if managed pro-*

perly.

If these two accidents, purulent infection and

secondary hemorrhage, can be obviated in any

degree by the means I have suggested, the sur-

geon will certainly feel less hesitation than here-

tofore in using the knife for the benefit of his

patient. As the case has been, he frequently

had to make a choice between the evils, the ex-

isting disease and the accidents liable to follow

an operation.

The needle is .used merely to prevent the trans-

fixed artery from untwisting. The force of the

pulsating vessel would be on the twisted portion,

and the effect of this force would be to impact

the twist the more, and thereby diminish the

chance for blood to escape. This can be tested

very easily in the dead subject before trusting to

it in the live. The reason I have not tested the

value of torsion and transfixion in arresting arte-

rial hemorrhage before calling the attention of

the profession to it, is owing to my circum-

stances. I am mostly engaged in the practice

of medicine in a village and the surrounding

country, where it is only occasionally I have a

case of surgery to treat; it might, consequently

be a long time before I could test the plan satis-

factorily. I therefore thought it best to suggest

it to others, who are more favorably situated, to

determine its advantages or disadvantages.

K. McKinnon, M, D.

Pleasant Hill, Ala., April 30, 1869.
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News and Miscellany.

Western Pennsylvania Medical Association.

This Society is composed of most of the physi-

cians along the Western Pennsylvania Railroad

and adjoining locations, and meets at the differ-

ent towns on the road, alternately, on the first

Tuesday of each month, for the mutual interest,

benefit, and clinical experience of the profession,

"but ultimately for the welfare of the people at

large. It is founded, in the reorganization, on

the basis of the State and county medical asso-

ciations, and is independent of them only for

reasons of convenience. The officers elect for

1869 are as follows: President, David Alter,

M.D., JFreeport; Vice-President, R. L. McCurdy,

M.D., Freeport; Recording Secretary, R P. Hun-

ter, M. D., Leechburg; Treasurer, Thos. Gal-

braith, M. D., Tarentum; Corresponding Secre-

tary, L. R. Metzgar, M. D , East Liberty; Cen-

sors, C. B. Gillespie, M. D., Freeport; Wm. M.

Bryan, M. D,, Apollo; David Alter, Jr., M. D.,

Parnassus. The next meeting will be held at

Blairsville, June 1st.

—

Presbyterian Banner.

Literature and science will be well re-

presented in the next French Corps Legislatif.

Among the candidates likely to be elected with-

out much opposition are nine University Profes-

sors, four historians, three naturalists, twenty-one

novelists, one hundred and fourteen barristers,

seven poets, thirty-two journalists, and fifteen

physicians.

The anatomical museum of the St. Louis

Medical College was destroyed by fire recently.

It was the richest and most valuable of its kind

in that section of the country. No insurance on

it. We presume the loss included Dr. Pope's

extensive and valuable private collection.

Professor Nickels, of the Academy of

Sciences of Nancy, in France, recently met his

death in a very peculiar manner—by accidentally

inhaling the vapor of concentrated hydrofluoric

acid, while engaged in making experiments to

isolate fluorine. Professor Nickels was the

author of many valuable published scientific

works.

Changes in U. S. Navy.

Surgeon A. A. H(ehling has been ordered to

the New Hampshire, now at Norfolk, Virginia.

Assistant- Surgeon F. K. Hartzell has been

detached from the Naval Academy, and ordered

to the Savannali.

r Notices inserted in this column gratis, and are solicited

from all marts of the country; Obituary Notices and Resolu-
tions of Societies at ten cents per line, ten words to the line.]

MARRIED.
Firmin—Meeks.—Thursday, Mav 6th. 1869, at the resi-

dence of he- parents, hy thf bride's father, "Rev. J. A.
Meeks. F. Wither Firrai", M.T).. and Mips Mary L. D.
Meek?, both of Findlay, Hancock co., Ohio.

Johnson—Robertson.—In this pity, May 11th, at +Vi e

We-'* Pnruce Street Preshvterian Church, by th^ Bev. Dr.
W. P. Breed, as*if»ted by President Wool*ey, of Yale Col-
lege, Woobey Johnson, M.D.. of Npw York, and Kate,
youngest daughter of the late Archibald Ftobertson, Esq.,
of Philadelphia.

DIED.

Croffut.—In Brooklyn, May 9, Jonathan Croffut, M.D.,
in the 73d year of his age.

Dovsky.—Tn this citv, on the 5th inst., after a long ill-

ness, Robert Ralston Dorsey, M.D.

WORDS OF CHEER.

Dr. R. H. M.. of Tennessee, says:

"I am so well pleased with the contents of the January
number of vour Compendium, as published in the last
Rkporter, tuat I herewith enclose $2," etc.

He has been a subscriber to Braithwaite, and considers

it "the best reading in the English language," but baa

great hopes of the Compendium. Strong as his language is,

we believe he will not be disappointed, so far a' compari-

son with Braithwaite is concerned. Pr. M. says, further :

"While on horseback, your Beporter or Pocket Re-
cord is in ray hand, affording me delight urispeakable.
The Poceet Record i* a gem of beauty. I never have
seen so much valuable information in so small a compass.
I cannot sav a won! against any part, of it* contents. I
do venture the hope, however, that in your future edi-
tions tou will so far wnlirg* it that, I may be able to
squeeze in a short history of my cases, etc."

We would simply say to our correspondent that the

memorandum page opposite each page of vi'iting list

ought to suffice for the important cases, the only ones it

is woith while to keep a record of.

QUERIES AND REPLIES.

Dr. J. C. T., of Ark—"What is the bes» work on the
Diseases of Children ?" We cannot decide between West,
Hillier, Condie, Meigs, and others. Tbey are all good.

Typhoid Fever, with Cerebro-Spinal Symptoms.
Dr. R. IT M., of Tenn.—"In an adjoining neiprhb- rhood

Ih^ar of rase- ot well marked typhoid fever runnin? to
a fatal terminalion raTidly. The cerebro .'pinal symp-
toms are so mgent that the mind of the physician, in wit-
nessing them, eon s tantly recurs to thoso of tetanus. Can
you susgrest a be'ter course of treatment than the use of
tincture of gelsemium (as a nervous sedative), and ice to
the spine and occiput?"

The addition of beef tea and brandy will suggest itself.

Our readers may offer additional advice.

METEOROLOGY.

May, 3, 4, 5, 6, ! 7. 8, 9.

Wind

Weather.

Depth Rain-

N. W.
Cl'dy.

N.W.
Clear

N.E.
Cl'dy.

E. N.E.
Cl'dy. Cl'dy.

!
-

N. E.
Cl'dy

W.
Clear.

TJiermometer.
Minimum
At 8, A. M
At 12, M
At 3, P. M
Mean

35°

50
51

50
4P.50

40c

53
57
62
53.

40°
5S
PO
61

54.25

41°
!
42°

52 53
61

i

54
6? 5H
54. 51.25

46°

57
63
65
57.75

41°

59
*6
67
58.25

29.7

Barometer.
At 12, M 29.6 29.7 29.7 29.7 29.7 29.7

Germanlow7i, Pa. B. J. Leedom.

mi
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Communications.

ELECTRIZATION in the treatment
OP ANGINA PECTORIS.

By A. D. Rockwell, M. D.,

AND
Geo. M. Beard, M. D.,

Lecturers on Nervous Diseases in the University of

New York City.

The treatment of angina pectoris has ever been

unsatisfactory and uncertain. The few cases

that have fallen under our observation were

mostly of a chronic character, and turned to

electrization as a last resort. It is held by some

physicians, that angina pectoris depends on the

presence of appreciable organic lesion, either of

the heart, the great vessels, or the neighboring

organs. Heberdeen again, to whom the name
of this variety of neuralgia is due, and after him
many others of note, ascribed the paroxysms to

ossification of the coronary arteries.* Hyper-

trophy, with dilatation of the heart, ossification

of the auriculo-ventricular or aortic valves, accu-

mulation of fat on the heart, mediastinal abscess,

ossification of the costal cartilages, etc., have all

been regarded, at one time or another, as causes

of this singular neuralgia.

The history of the various cases that we find

recorded go to prove that in all probability the

majority are dependent upon some one of the

organic changes that have been described as co-

existing with this neurosis. The complaint, how-

ever, is evidently not due alone to organic change.

All the changes described above have existed,

and have yet been followed by no neuralgic pain.

Then, again, individuals have suffered, for years,

the most intense paroxysms of agony character-

istic of this affection, and after death it has been

impossible to detect any appreciable unnatural

lesion. From this fact, then, it is probable that

angina pectoris is a true neurosis or neuralgia,

* Trousseau's Lectures on Clinical Medicine. Part
III. Pp.593.

and, like so many of this class of diseases, is fre*

quently purely functional in its character.

Duchenne relates a case that fully proves that

this affection, in its most violent form, may not

be due to organic lesion.* The patient was a

man, aged 50, and for five months he had been

tormented by the most distressing pains around

the heart, which extended also into the left upper

extremity. The first paroxysm came on suddenly

after breakfast, without any known cause. There

was no disturbance of appetite or digestion, but

in spite of every treatment, the paroxysms re-

turned whenever the patient took the least exer-

cise. During a most severe attack, which was

brought on intentionally by walking, the ex-

tremity of an induction apparatus, graduated to

maximum intensity and working with very rapid

intermissions, was applied to the nipple. As the

man was thus faradized, he uttered such a loud

shriek that it was necessary to break the current.

The distress caused by the application had been

excruciating, but of short duration, and was fol-

lowed by complete relief of the pain of the angina.

Less than a dozen applications resulted in a com-

plete cure. Trousseau reports another case where

the result of treatment by electrization was as

immediate and favorable as the above.

f

As illustrative of the best results that we have

been able to obtain in the treatment of this re-

markable disorder, the following case is pre-

sented.

The patient was a stout, vigorous man, aged

48, and for eighteen months he had been the

victim of violent, sharp, shooting pains under

the sternum, up to the left shoulder, and down
the left arm. Frequently the neck would suffer,

and occasionally the left leg.

Physical exploration gave no evidence of or-

ganic disease, and as it was impossible to find

any external exciting cause, we attributed it to a

"strange predisposition'' on the heart of the pa-

tient, and regarded the case as an instance of

idiopathic angina pectoris. When he moved

* De l'Electrization Localisec, et de son Application, et

a la Therapeutique. 2d edition. Paris. 1861.

t Lectures on Clinical Medicine. Bazire's Transla-

tion. Part 3. Pp.615.
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more rapidly than usual, or over-exerted him-

self in any way, he was liable to be seized with a

violent sense of constriction in the chest, which

eaused him to feel as if about to die. In a mo-

ment the radiating pains described above would

follow, and compel him to stop perfectly still.

His appetite and digestion were but little, if any,

impaired, yet from the first the frequency and

severity of the attacks had gradually increased.

As a rule, a paroxysm occurred every day, and

frequently several times during the twenty-four

hours. Occasionally, however, a week would

pass without an attack.

Vfe made use of general electrization with the

faradaic current April 2d, 1867, when he was

entirely free from any uneasiness. Three days

elapsed before he again came to us, but during

this interval the malady had not manifested itself.

Before administering the second application,

the patient purposely brought on a paroxysm

by violently swinging his arms and bending his

body. In the midst of the pain the positive pole

was suddenly applied over the nipple, and a very

intense current sent through the body. With

the rapidity of the passage of the electricity

itself, the pain left him, and after the seance had

closed, he found it impossible, by any effort he

could make, to bring on another attack. At the

next visit, three days subsequently, he was able,

by very violent efforts, to bring on a paroxysm,

but of far less severity than before. Similar

treatment, by partial electrization, immediately

relieved him. A few more applications were

given, but during his visits to us he never suc-

ceeded in exciting another attack, that we might

have the pleasure of subduing it. For several

months after he was discharged as cured, he had

no return of the angina. For a long time we

have heard nothing from him, but it is fair to

conclude that his recovery was complete and per-

manent.

As seen by the foregoing cases, the paroxysms

of idiopathic angina may occur with the same

frequency and severity as when they depend on

incurable anatomical lesion. In all probability,

however, it is impossible to obtain permanent

relief in this affection, excepting in those in-

stances where the cause is purely functional.

Those who have seen anything of this neural-

gia, will agree that the exciting cause may be

some very grave structural change, that escapes

detection, notwithstanding the most careful phy-

sical examination. Manifestly then it is fre-

quently impossible to give any intelligent prog-

nosis, but yet it is a duty that we owe to our

patient, to resort to every method of treatment

that has been used in previous instances, with

complete or partial success, or which in our

judgment, seems adapted in any possible way to

the case in hand. Angina pectoris, like neural-

gia of other parts and organs, is undoubtedly at

times a manifestation of a rheumatic or gouty

diathesis.

"We may have a retrocession of this rheumatic

or gouty diathesis to the heart, and according to

some to the lungs also, producing an incurable

organic lesion that may result in this neurosis.

A metastasis to the stomach, of either of the two

diseases just mentioned, may give rise also, ac-

cording to others, to symptoms of cardiac neural-

gia. The gentleman whose case we will relate

as illustrative of angina pectoris, was under the

care of Dr. George T. Elliott, who directed him

to us, that he might have the benefit of treat-

ment by electrization. The patient was a stout

plethoric man, somewhat advanced in years,

beyond the middle period of life. He was per-

haps what might be called a "high liver,'' and

for years he had indulged in wines freely

,

although not to great excess.

He had on two or more occasions suffered

quite severely from attacks of gout of the great

toe, and very soon after recovery from the last

attack, he betran to experience slight symptoms of

his present difficulty. The pain generally com-

menced in the chest, behind and a little to the

left side of the sternum and extended to the shoul-

der and down the leg.

Occasionally, the symptoms would first mani-

fest themselves in the leg, and then extend to

the heart.

The paroxysms were never severe, so long as a

quiet posture was maintained, but the exertion

of ascending one or two flights of stairs, or walk-

ing a few blocks, almost invariably excited

much pain, accompanied with a very distressing

shortness of breath. The patient remarked as a

singular fact, that while such slight efforts

readily caused cardiac distress, it was possible

for him to exercise quite violently with light

dumb bells, and yet suffer from none of the evil

effects that might from analogy be expected to

follow. The first two applications, given in

November 1867, were followed by no special

results.

Treatment with a powerful faradaic current on

a third occasion, considerably aggravated the

symptoms. The fourth application, given with

a milder current, worked an immediate change

for the better.

The pain was immediately dissipated, and for

two days until we saw him again, he was far
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better than he had been for months. He walked

a long distance without being at all oppressed in

breathing, and at night he was quite comforta-

ble, although heretofore his symptoms were as a

rule, much aggravated at this time. On the left

side of the neck, the application excited pain

that proceeded toward the chest. On the right

side, no such effect was noticed. Without detail-

ing farther the incidents connected with this case,

we will simply say that electrization, together

with persistent medication, accomplished merely

occasional and temporary amelioration of his dis-

tressing symptoms. It is true that physical ex-

ploration gave no evidence of organic lesion, but

in consideration of the undoubted gouty diathe-

sis, together with the persistent character of the

symptoms, there could be no hesitation in declar-

ing the existence of some irreparable structural

disease. It is impossible to account for the tem-

porary but marked amelioration that on differ-

ent occasions followed the applications, without

we refer it to the mild anaesthetic effect of the

electric current.

That electrization exercises a very mild anaes-

thetic effect on irritated surfaces, we have repeat-

edly demonstrated.

In Dr. Beard's "Introduction to the Transla-

tion of Tobold's Chronic Diseases of the Larynx,"

attention was called to the fact that external

electrization of the throat very markedly relieved

the irritation produced by cauterization of the

larynx. Quite recently, a French writer in the

Archives Generate, states that he has observed the

same effect from electrization of the uterus after

cauterization of the mucous membrane of that

organ.

POISONING BY PHOSPHORUS.
OIL OF TURPENTINE THE ANTIDOTE.

By Thos. E. Jenkins, M. D.,

Of Louisville, Ky.

Poisoning by phosphorus has become as fre-

quent, of late days, as it was by means of arsenic

in former times; indeed, the former has taken

the place of the latter as the popular toxic agent

at present. M. A. Tardiett informs us that in

criminal statistics, phosphorus takes the first

rank as the fashionable poison. This substi-

tution of phosphorus for arsenic is doubtless

brought about by the wide-spread use of chemi-

cal matches, and of phosphorous paste for the

destruction of rats, mice, and other noxious ver-

min, and it is the more dangerous since up to

this time no real antidote for this poison has

been known.

In view of this state of things, M. Persoxne

has made a number of experiments upon dogs,

to discover, if possible, some agent with which

to combat the deadly effect of this substance.

Among other substances, he tried the oil of

turpentine, and the sequel will show the suc-

cess which has followed his trials. He made
three series of experiments, using five healthy

dogs in each.

The poison and the oil were introduced by
means of a stomach-tube, and the dose of the

former was from 1 to 3 decigrammes (1£ to

grains) to each animal, given in the state of

match-ends in some cases, and in the others the

phosphorus was administered in solution in oil

of sweet almonds emulsified by means of the

yolk of egg. The poison was thus put into a

condition most favorable for absorption, and for

producing its toxic effect.

The oil of turpentine was employed in the

dose of 10 grammes (154 grains) emulsified in

like manner, and the experiments continued from
the 13th of January to the 27th of February

last.

The following results were obtained: The
dogs submitted to the action of phosphorus alone

all died; those to which the poison was given

and its injection followed in from one to two
hours by the antidote, showed the same symp-
toms as those above mentioned, and some were
very sick; one only succumbed; the four survi-

vors recovered perfect health, and were kept for

ten to fifteen days, to watch if anything untoward
would supervene. In series No. 3, the animals
were given the poison, and immediately after-

ward the antidote; one of these died; the four

others suffered a slight indisposition only, and
were kept up for ten days to a month, without
presenting any alteration in their usual health.

All to which no antidote was given, died; and
eight of the ten to which the turpentine was ad-
ministered, suffered no serious inconvenience.

The deaths which took place in the second and
third series occurred on the 22d of January, when
the temperature fell below freezing point, and the
water to which the animals had access was con-

gealed. This circumstance should not be lost

sight of in attempting to account for the death
of the two dogs which had taken the antidote.

These dogs also were the ones subjected to the

maximum dose of the poison with no increase in

the dose of the antidote.

In explaining the action of the antidote in

combatting the toxic effect of the poison, the sub-

ject presents two points of the greatest interest.

The first is the modus operandi of the poison and
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of the antidote; the second, the philosophical

reasoning which doubtless led to the employ-

ment of the antidote.

Apart from the powerfully irritating action on

the mucous lining of the stomach of the acid pro-

duced by the oxidation of the phosphorus while

still lying unabsorbed in the cavity of that organ,

this poison possesses an inherent deadly effect

upon the blood itself, when taken into the circu-

lation. Absorbed phosphorus kills by preventing

proper hsematosis; it engages the oxygen, and

does not allow it to perform its usual functions

of derating the blood, of converting chyle and

venous blood into the vitalized fluid. When
this takes place rapidly, there is prompt death

by asphyxia; when it occurs slowly, it gives

rise to fatty degeneration, the result of faulty

hsematosis. (The disposition and accumulation

of fat in individuals using phosphorus in mi-

nute doses as a medicine, was some time ago

announced as a fact. Then the question whether

the increase of fatty deposits be a normal process

or a pathological one, would be pertinent. If it

be a fatty degeneration in the sense it is gene-

rally understood, may we not ascribe the ap

parent improvement frequently observed in ema-

ciated patients after a course of the hypophos-

phites, (easily oxidizable compounds,) rather to

the change of one pathological condition for an-

other, or the superinduction of a new pathological

state?)

Now it has been long known that phosphorus,

under ordinary circumstances, is slowly oxidized

in the air, giving rise to a sensible increase of

temperature, with perceptible evolution of light,

especially when the action is observed in the

dark. The phosphorus is also found to be cov-

ered with a film of acid, resulting from its oxida-

tion. When, however, the atmosphere surround-

ing the phosphorus contains a minute proportion,

the 1-4444 or more of its volume of the vapor of

oil of turpentine, this slow oxidization is sus-

pended until the surrounding temperature or the

temperature of the phosphorus is by some means

increased; then the amount of the vapor of tur-

pentine must be greatly augmented to produce

the same effect. The observations were made
between 66° Fahr. and 200° Fahr., by Graham,
of London, prior to 1850.

Oil of turpentine or its vapor would then serve

to prevent the absorption of oxygen by the phos-

phorus in the blood, in a similar manner to that

during the slow combustion at moderate tempera-

tures in air, and thus the poison is stript of its

property of depriving the blood of its essential,

oxygen, and time is allowed for its elimina-

tion without causing serious disorder in the sys-

tem.

It is here suggested that other bodies than the

oil of turpentine may be employed as antidotes

for phosphorus upon the same principle, for we

know that at the ordinary temperature, 60° Fahr.,

and even at 150° Fahr., 1-150 of the vapor of

ether, 1-450 of olefiant gas, and 1-1820 of the

vapor of petroleum will produce the same effect

as does the 1-4444 of the vapor of the oil of tur-

pentine upon phosphorus in the atmosphere.

Medical Societies.

AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

New Orleans, May 4th, 1869.

The American Medical Association met in the

Mechanics' Institute, at 11 A. M.

The President, Dr. W. O. Baldwin, of Ala-

bama, occupied the chair, assisted bv Vice-Prc-i-

depts Drs. Geo. Mendenhall, of Ohio, and S. M.
Bemis, of Louisiana.

The Permanent Secretary, Dr. W. B. Atkin-

son, of Pennsylvania, and Assistant Secretary,

Dr. A. J. Semmes, of Georgia were present.

The President invited to seats on the plat-

form, Drs. Warren Stone and A. Lopez, of New
Orleans, and ex- Presidents H. F. Askew, of

Delaware, N. S. Davis, of Illinois, and Alden

March, of New York.

The session was opened with prayer by Rev.

Mr. Gallagher, of New Orleans.

Dr. T. G. Richardson, of Louisiana, Chairman

of the Committee of Arrangements, welcomed

the delegates to the city in an eloquent address.

He announced that the sessions would be held

from 9 A. M.. to 2 P. M.; and the sections would

meet at 3 P. M., in the Mechanics' Institute and

in the University.

The Committee of Arrangements reported the

following as accredited delegates. There were

from Arkansas, 2; Alabama, 26; Delaware, 1;

Dist. of Columbia, 8; Georgia, 3; Illinois, 14j
Indiana, 4: Kentucky, 14; Louisiana, 24: Michi-

gan, 5; Minnesota, 1; Mississippi, 20; Mis-

souri. 3 ; New York, 14: Ohio, 12; Pennsvlvania,

12; Rhode Island. 2; Tennessee, 13 : Texas, 7;

West Virginia, 3; Wisconsin, 2; U. S. Army, 1;

U. S. Navy, 2—193.

On motion of Dr. Richardson, a number of

gentlemen were elected members by invitation.

The President then delivered the annual
address.

On motion of Dr. H. F. Askew, of Delaware,

it was referred to the Committee of Publication.

Letters were read by the Permanent Secretary

from Drs. S. D. Gross, of Pennsylvania, W. By-
ard and W. Canniff, of Canada, and R A. Kin-

loch, Chairman of Medical Society of South

Carolina, expressing regret at their inability to

be present on this occasion.
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Reports of special committees were called for

Disease of Cornea—No report.

Cultivation of Cinchona Tree, Dr. L. J. Deal,

Chairman, reported progress, and, on motion of
Dr. Toner, District of Columbia, Dr. T. Antisell,

District of Columbia, was added to that commit-
tee.

Excision of Joints for Injuries—No report.

Alcohol and its Relations to Medicine—Dr.
Jno. Bell, Pennsylvania, chairman, reported,

and the report was referred to the section on
Practice of Medicine, etc.

On the Cryptogamic Origin of Disease, with
special reference to recent microscopic investiga
tions on that subject—Dr. Edward Curtis, U. S. A.
Chairman. Reported and referred to section on
Meteorology and Epidemics.
On Operations for Hare-lip—Dr. A. Hammer,

Missouri, Chairman. No report.
On Clinical Thermometry in Diphtheria—Dr.

Jos. G. Richardson, New York, Chairman. Dis-
charged at their own request.
On Prophylactics in Zymotic Diseases—Dr.

Nelson L. North, New York, Chairman. Re-
ported and referred to section on Meteorology
and Epidemics.
On Inebriate Asylums—Dr. C. H. Nichols, D.

C, Chairman. No report.

On the Influence of the Pneumogastric Nerve
on Spasmodic and Rhythmical Movements of the
Lungs—Dr. Thomas Antisell, D. C, Chairman.
No report.

To Examine into the Present Plan of Organi-
zation and Management of the United States
Marine Hospitals—Dr. D. W. Bliss, D. C, Chair-
man. No report.

On the Utilization of Sewerage—Dr. Stephen
Smith, New York, Chairman. No report.
On the Influence of Quarantine in Preventing

the Introduction of Disease into the Ports of the
United States—Dr. Elisha Harris, New York,
Chairman. No report.

On Nurse Training Institutions—Dr. Samuel
D. Gross, Pennsylvania, Chairman. Reported
and referred to Section on Practical Medicine and
Obstetrics.

On Commissioners to aid in Trials Involving
Scientific Testimony—Dr. John Ordronaux, New
York, Chairman. Reported and referred to Sec-
tion on Medical Jurisprudence, etc.

On Annual Medical Register, Dr. John H.
Packard, Pennsylvania, chairman. Reported pro-
gress, and on motion of Dr. Mussey, of Ohio, it

was
Resohed, That each State Medical Society be requested

to prepare an Annual Register of all the regular practi-

tioners of medieine in their respective States, giving the
name of the colleges in which they may have graduated,
and date of diploma or license.

On Devising a Plan for the Relief of Widows
and Orphans of Medical Men—Dr. John H.
Griscom, New York, Chairman. Reported, which
was referred to the Committee of Publication.
On Veterinary Colleges.—Dr. Thomas Antisell,

District of Columbia, Chairman. Reported pro-
gress and was continued.
On Specialties in Medicine, and the propriety

of Specialists Adversing—Dr. E. Lloyd How-
ard, Maryland, Chairman. Reported, and was,

on motion, made the special order for Wednes-
day at 12 M.
On Library of American Medical Works—Dr.

J. M. Toner, D. C, Chairman. Reported and
was, on motion of Dr. Davis, made the special
order for Wednesday at 1 P. M.
On Vaccination—Dr. Henry A. Martin, Massa-

chusetts, Chairman. No report.

On the Decomposition of Urea in Uraemic Poi-
soning—Dr. H. R. Noel, Maryland, Chairman.
No report.

On the best method of Treatment for the dif-

ferent forms of Cleft Palate—Dr. W. R. White-
head, N. Y., Chairman. Reported and referred
to section on Surgery and Anatomy.
On Rank of Medical Men in the Navy—Dr. N.

S. Davis, Illinois, Chairman, announced that
their last year's report was final, and the com-
mittee was discharged.
The report on Medical Ethics "by Dr. D.

Francis Condie, Pennsylvania, Chairman, was
read by Dr Davis and adopted.
On American Medical Necrology—Dr. C. C.

Cox, Maryland, Chairman, reported progress,

and was continued. On motion of Dr. Davis, Dr.
Cox was authorized to fill all vacancies on his

committee, occasioned by members failing to

report.

Voluntary communications were presented by
Dr. Joseph Jones, of Louisiana, on Mollities

Ossium ; and referred to Section on Surgery, etc.

On cases of Lead Palsy from use of Cosmetics,
by Dr. L. A. Sayre, of New York. Referred to

Section on Hygiene, etc.

On the Physiology and Chemistry of Longevity,
by Dr. Cutler, of Mississippi. Referred to Sec-

tion on Hygiene, etc.

On the Protective and Preventive uses of Qui-

nine, by Dr. S. Rogers, of New York. Referred
to Section on Practical Medicine, etc.

On the Tongue in Malarious Diseases, by Dr.
Osborn, of Alabama. Referred to Section on
Practical Medicine, etc.

On the Warm Cerebro- Spinal Bath in the

Treatment of Congenital Apnoea, and on a New
Method of Artificial Respiration, by E. D. Mc-
Daniel, of Alabama. Referred to Section on
Practical Medicine, etc.

Reports on Climatology and Epidemics were
received from Drs. Wm. Faulds Thorns, of New
York; T. J. Heard, of Texas; F. W. Hatch, of

California, and E. A. Hildreth, of West Vir-

ginia; which were referred to the Section on
Climatology and Epidemics.

Reports of progress were received from Drs.

R. C. Hamill, of Illinois; A. Sager, of Michi-
gan; Wm. Compton, of Mississippi; and L. T.

Pimm, of Louisiana.

On motion of Dr. Davis, the report on the Re-
vision of the Plan of Organization, laid over
from last year, was made the special order for

Wednesday, at 10 A. M.
Papers relative to Medical Education were

read and referred, on motion of Dr. Davis, to a
special committe of five, to be appointed by the

President.

The President appointed Drs. N. S. Davis, 111.;

P. F. Eve, Tenn.; E. S. Gaillard, Ky.; E. Lee
Jones, N. Y.; and J. K. Bartlett, Wis.
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On motion, adjourned until Wednesday, at 9

A. M.

Second Day.— Wednesday, May 5th.

At 9 A, M., Dr. W. 0. Baldwin, the President,

called the meeting to order. The reading of the

minutes having been dispensed with, Dr. Rich-

ardson, the chairman of the Committee of Ar-
rangements, presented the names of several can-

didates for admission, by invitation, to the Asso-

ciation, who were duly elected.

A paper on "A New Canula Needle for Apply-
ing Ligatures in Vesieo-Vaginal Fistula," was
presented by Dr. P. F. Eve, Tenn., and was refer-

red to the Section on Surgery, etc.

On motion of Dr. J. M. Bush, of Ky., the fol-

lowing was adopted.

Resolved, That a committee of five members be ap-

po :nted by tbe chair, to take into consideration the sub-

jects alluded to in the President's address, and report at

this meeting.

The President selected as members of the com-
mittee: Drs. T. Parvin, of Indiana, chairman;
J. M. Toner, of the District of Columbia; A. M.
Pollock, of Pennsylvania; S. M. Welch, of Texas,
and S. D. Seeley, of Alabama.

Dr. McPheeters, of Missouri, offered a commu-
nication from the Medical Association of that

State, in reference to medical education.

On motion of Dr. Toner, District of Columbia,
it was referred to the special committee on that

subject.

Dr. Eve offered the minutes of the Medical So-
ciety of Tennessee, relative to the same subject,

which was similarly referred.

Dr. E. S. Gaillard, of Ky., offered the following
preamble and resolutions, which were referred to

the same committee.

Whereas, The medical teachers of America have, after

a trial of twenty-two years, failed to meet satisfactorily

and efficiently the requirements of the great body of the
profession in regard to medical education; and
Whereas, The condition of the profession is yearly be-

coming more deplorable, on account of the antagonistic
and objectionable policy of medical schools, in making
ths amount of fees charged, rather than a successful
teaching, the basis of competition; and

Whereas, To obtain professionally competent gradu-
ates, sound and efficient teachers are indispensably ne-
cessary; and
Whereas, Such teachers, to be found throughout the

country, cannot be induced to leave their homes without
the assurance of competent remuneration ; and

Whereas, Such remuneration can only be obtained by
adequate fees charged, unless by a system of low fees the
number of students be relied upon to make up the inevi-
table pecuniary deficiency ; and

Whereas, Reliance upon numbers of students for this

purpose deplorably crowds the already overcrowded pro-
fessional field, diminishing thereby individual income,
judgment, experience, and skill, thereby compelling
practitioners to resort to other avocations as a source of
supplemental income; and
Whereas, This devotion to other pursuits often destroys

opportunities for study and improvement, degrading
thereby the status and standard of American physicians

;

and
Whereas, The schools of New England, New York,

Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, South Carolina, Ala-

bama, Georgia, Texas, Tennessee, and District of Colum-
bia, now charge comparatively remunerative fees ; and

Whereas, The low system of fees is charged in only a

few of the Middle States, and can with advantage be made
to conform to the rate of fees charged elsewhere; and

Whereas, It is as unethical for colleges to underbid

each other pecuniarily, as for practitioners to do so,

Resolved, That here^frer no medical school in this coun-

try, other than those fullv endowed, shall be entiled to

representation in this Association, if the amount charged

by such schools for a single cour«e of regular lecturea be
less than one hundred and forty dollars.

Resolved, That all schools charging less than this sum
are earnestly requested by this Association to advance

their rate of fees to the amount mentioned.

The report of Dr. Chas A. Lee, of New York,
the delegate to the Association of Superintend-

ents of Insane Asvlums. was offered and referred

to the Section on Psychology.

The report of Dr. S. D. Gross, of Pennsylvania,
delegate to Foreign Medical Associations, was
presented, together with the letter to Dr. Ehren-
berp;, read and referred to the Committee of

Publication.

The time having arrived for consideration of
the Revision of the Plan of Organization, it was,

on motion, taken up.

On motion of Dr. Hibberd, the following

amendment to the Constitution, offered last

year, was adopted.

Add to Art. VII. the following: "Provided,
however, that when an amendment is properly

under consideration, and an amendment is of-

fered thereto, germain to the subject, it shall be
in order, and if adopted, shall have the same
standing and force as if proposed at the preced-

ing meeting of the Association."

On motion, the following amendments to the

Constitution, offered last year, were adopted:

II. 31EMBERS.

In this section, second paragraph, fourth line,

insert after the words "United States," the words
"from the army and navy."
In fifth paragraph, third line, insert after the

word "member," the words "or whose name shall

have been, for non payment of dues, dropped from
the rolls of the same;" in fifth line (same para-

graph) after the word "sentence," read "or disa-

bility;" in sixth line, after the word "society,"

add the following: "Or shall have paid up all

arrears of membership; nor shall any person,

not a member and supporter of a local medical
society, where such a one exists, be eligible to

membership in the American Medical Associa-

tion."

In seventh paragraph, fifth line, strike out the

remainder of sentence after the word "by," and
insert the words "at least three of the members
present, or three of the absent permanent mem-
bers." In ninth line, after the word "delegates,"

add the words "except the right to vote."

In eighth paragraph, fifth line, add after the

word "delegates," the words "and comply with
the requirements of the By-Laws of the Associa-

tion."

In ninth paragraph, third line, insert after the

word "must," the words "exhibit his credentials

to the proper committee."
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III. MEETINGS.

In first paragraph, third line, strike out after

the word "shall," the words "never be the same
for any two years in succession, and shall/'

After the ninth paragraph insert the following

new sentence: "Corresponding members shall

consist of such medical gentlemen, eminent in

their profession, residing out of the United
States, as the Association shall, from time to

time, elect."'

IV. OFFICERS.

In first paragraph, third line, after the word
"Treasurer," insert the words "and Librarian. 7 '

In second line, after the word " Secretary," strike

out the article "and."

The following amendment was. after much
discussion, unanimously rejected: In the third

line, after the word "Librarian," insert the fol-

lowing new sentence: "The President shall be
nominated and ballotted for in open convention,
and shall be elected only from those who have
attended at least five annual meetings of the
Association ; and if, on the first ballot no person
receives a majority of the votes cast, the second
ballot shall be confined to the three highest on
the list; should no choice be then made, the
candidate lowest on the list shall then be drop-
ped. In the event of a tie on the third or suc-
ceeding ballot, the President shall decide by a
casting vote."

The following were adopted:

After eighth paragraph insert a new para-
graph as follows: " The Librarian shall receive
and preserve all the property in books, pamph-
lets, journals and manuscripts presented to or
acquired by the Association, record their title in
a book prepared for the purpose, acknowledge
the receipt of the same; and he shall also be a
member of the Committee of Publication."

Y. STANDING COMMITTEES.

In second paragraph, second line, insert after
the word "members," the words "of whom the
Assistant Secretary shall be one."
In third paragraph, first line, strike out the

word "and." In the second line, after the word
"Treasurer," read "and Librarian."

VI. FUNDS AND APPROPRIATIONS.

In first paragraph, fifth line, insert after the
1 word^the," the word "delegates and perma-

nent." In same line strike out the word "indi-
vidual."

YII. PROVISION FOR AMENDMENT.
In the first paragraph, fourth line, strike out

the word "members," and insert the word "dele-
gate."

BY-LAWS—III. STANDING COMMITTEES.

In second paragraph, ninth line, strike out all
after the word "resolution."
In third paragraph, fourth line, after the word

tl receive," insert the word "original." In same
line, after the word "any," insert the word
"medical."

In third paragraph, eleventh line, strike out
the word "volunteer," and insert the word
" original."

In sixth paragraph, second line, after the word
I
"State," insert "and Territory." In the fourth
line strike out the words "our country," and
insert the words "their respective States and
Territories." In same line strike out all after

the word "and," and insert the words "shall
transmit them to the chairman of this committee
on or before the first of April of each and every
year."

Y. ASSESSMENTS.

In fourth line strike out the word "the," and
in same line all after the word " expenses," to

the end of the sentence.

In second paragraph, first line, strike out all

after the word "invitation," and insert the fol-

lowing sentences: "Permanent members not
in attendance shall transmit their dues to the

Treasurer. Any permanent member who shall

fail to pay his annual dues for three successive

years, unless absent from the country, shall be
dropped from the roll of permanent members."

On motion of Dr. Davis, of Illinois, the amend-
ment was amended as follows: "After having
been notified by the Secretary of the forfeiture

of their membership,"
The amendment was adopted as amended.

The following were adopted as read:

YII. DELEGATES TO FOREIGN MEDICAL SOCIETIES.

In first paragraph, fourth line, after the word
"Europe," insert the words "or other foreign

countries."

X. OF THE PREVIOUS QUESTION.

"When the previous question is demanded, it

shall take at least twenty members to second it,

and when the main question is put under force

of the previous question and negatived, the ques-

tion shall remain under consideration the same
as if the previous question had not been en-

forced.

A recess was taken to allow the selection of

members of the Committee of Nominations.

On reassembling, the Permanent Secretary

announced the following as the Committee on

Nominations:

New York—J. C. Smith; Delaware—H. F.

Askew; Pennsylvania—A. M. Pollock; Ken-
tucky— H. M. Skillman; Tennessee— J. B.
Lindsley; Mississippi—W. Y. Gadbury; Ala-
bama—Jerome Cochran; Ohio—Jno. Townsend';
Indiana— B. S. Woodworth; Illinois— T. D.
Fitch; Wisconsin—H. Van Dusen; Missouri—J.

S. Moore; Michigan—J. B. White; Georgia

—

R. D. Arnold; Louisiana— S. Logan; Texas

—

S. M. Welch; Minnesota—C. N. Hewitt; Ar-
kansas—R. G. Jennings; West Virginia—W.
J. Bates; Rhode Island—G. L. Collins; District

of Columbia— L. W. Ritchie; United States

Army—J. J. Woodward; United States Navy

—

F. E. Potter.

Dr. S. E. Chaille, of Louisiana, submitted a
proposition for a common medical nomenclature
in the United States, taking as a model an official

publication on the subject, by the Royal College

of Physicians of London, and offered the follow

ing resolutions, which were adopted:
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Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed by
the President, to report, as soon as practicable, to the

present session of this Association, upon the following:

1. The propriety of adopting, and using its

influence to have adopted, by the entire medical
profession in the United States, the provisional

"Nomenclature of Diseases of the Royal College

of Physicians."
2. On the practicability of having this nomen-

clature published in such manner as may render
it easily and cheaply accessible to every member
of the profession.

3. To recommend such other practical mea
sures for the action of this Association as may
be necessary to introduce this nomenclature into

official (military, naval, etc.,) and general use.

The Chair appointed the following gentlemen
as the Committee: Drs. S. E. Chaille, La., Chair-

man; J. J. Woodward, U. S. A.; A. B. Palmer,
Mich.; J. F. Huestis, Alabama, and F. G. Smith,
Pennsylvania.

Dr. Cochran, of Alabama, offered the follow-

ing amendments to the Constitution, which were
laid over under the rules:

1. Section 2. paragraph 1—That the clause,

"as members by invitation," be stricken out.

2. That the second paragraph be stricken out.

3. That of paragraph fourth, all shall be
stricken out except the first sentence.

4. That paragraph seven, of "members by
invitation," be stricken out.

The reports of the Committee of Publication,

and the Treasurer, were read, accepted, and re-

ferred to the Committee of Publication.

On motion, the Committee on Nominations
were permitted to retire for consultation.

The special order for 12 o'clock being the
report on Specialists, it was read by the Secre-

tary, and, on motion of Dr. Sayre, the resolu-

tions were adopted, and the report referred to

the Committee of Publication.

Dr= L. P. Yandell, Jr., of Kentucky, offered the

following, which was adopted:

Resolved, That private handbills, addressed to mem-
bers of the medical profession, or by cards in medical
journals, calling the attention of professional brethren to

themselves as specialists, be declared in violation of the

Code of Ethics of the American Medical Association.

The special order for one o'clock being the

report on American Medical Library, Dr. Toner,
Chairman, read the report.

After some discussion, on motion of Dr. Hib-
berd, of Indiana, the report was accepted.

Dr. Davis, of Illinois, offered the following
resolutions, which were adopted.

Resolved, That the proposition of the Librarian of the

Congressional Library be accepted.

Resolved, That a Committee of one be appointed, re-

siding at Washington, to render the Librarian of Con-
gress such assistance as the interests of the Association

may require.

The Report on Medical Education, Dr. J. C.
Reeve, Ohio, Chairman, was presented, and, on
motion of Dr. Hibbard of Indiana, it was made
the special order for 10 o'clock on Thursday.
The Committee on Prize Essays offered the

following:

The undersigned appointed Committee on

Prize Essays at the session of 1868, respectfully

report

:

They have received but two essays—one upon
"the Physiological effect and Therapeutical
uses of Atropia and its salts;" the other upon
"Quinine as a Therapeutic agent." They agree
to present both of these essays to the Association,

and to recommend the award of a prize of one
hundred dollars to each of them.

S. M. Bemiss, Chairman.
C. Beard,
Joseph T. Scott,

S. A. Smith.

The Secretary broke the seals, and announced
that Dr. S. S. Herrick, of New Orleans, was the

author of the paper on quinine, and Dr. Roberts

Bartholow, of Cincinnati, wa9 the author of that

on atropia. The report was accepted, and with
the papers referred to the Committee of Publica-

tion.

Remarks upon certain points referring to sac-

cess in the operation of vesico vaginal fistula by
M. Schuppert, M. D., of New Orleans, La.

On motion of Dr. Davis, the Sections were au-

thorized to meet at 7>\ P. M ., in place of 3.

A Communication from the Gynaecological

Society of Boston, was read by the Permanent
Secretary, and, on motion of Dr. Davis, wa9 laid

upon the table.

Dr. D. AY. Booth, of Mississippi, offered the

following preamble and resolution, which was
adopted.

Whereas, The proper construction of Art. 4, Sec. 1,

Code of Ethics, A. M. A., having been called for, relative

to consultation with irregular practitioners, who are

graduates of regular schools;

Resolved, That said Art. 4, Section 1, Code of Ethics,

A. M. A., excludes all such practitioners from recognition

by the regular profession.

On motion, the Association adjourned until

Thursday at 9 A. M.

Third Day.— Thursday, May 6th.

The Association met at 9 A. M., the President

in the chair.

Dr. Parvin, of Indiana, Chairman of Commit-
tee on the President's address, reported as fol-

lows :

We cannot refrain, before entering upon the

consideration of the plan recommended by the

President, for the improvement of medical educa-

tion, from gladly expressing our high appreciation

of the general tone of this address, of the broad

and catholic spirit which pervades it, finding

expression in earnest and eloquent words—in

brief, we believe the address worthy the perusal

of every member of the profession, in that it was
worthy the memorable occasion, and is worthy
the annals of medicine.

On the other hand we cannot refrain, with
sadness be it said, from acknowledging the

truth of the terrible allegations made against

the present condition of medical education, and
the little success attending the efforts for im-

provements in such connection, made during a

score of years.

The special recommendation made by the

President is in these words

:
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"I would advise that we appoint a committee

of our wisest and best men to digest a plan for

one or more National Medical Schools, and to

memorialize Congress in behalf of the enterprise.

Let the plan embrace as a basis the features pre-

sented by the Cincinnati Convention of Teachers;

let these schools or universities confer such dis-

tinctions and privileges as will be proportionate

to the superiority they demand, and such as will

make the attainment of their diploma an object

of the ambition of those who engage in the study

of medicine; let the choice be open to all aspi-

rants, and the appointment or election of profes-

sors so guarded as to secure the very highest

talent, the most profound learning with the most

fully demonstrated capacity for teaching. Make
the salaries of the professors large, and not to

depend upon the number of students; and let the

Federal Government assume a proper share of

the expenses incurred."

Your committee express their hearty approval

of this general plan, but suggest that the effort

at first should be for the establishment of but a

single school; as more feasible, and beside one
such institution would be a model which other

medical colleges might in time be induced to imi-

tate in extent, duration and thoroughness of

teaching, in rigidness of requirements for the

degree of M. D.
We likewise desire to say that when the details

of this general plan are thrown into form there

should be the amplest security against the places

and the power of such a medical college as de-

signed ever falling into the hands of politicians

or the proteges of politicians. Medicine is

higher than politics, broader than political

creeds and party platforms.

In conclusion, your committee reiterate the

recommendation of the President as to the ap-

pointment of a committee for the special purposes

referred to.

On motion of Dr. Hibberd the report was
adopted, and on motion of Dr. Davis the com-

mittee was ordered to consist of five. The Presi-

dent appointed Dr. F. G. Smith, of Pennsylvania

;

Dr. D. H. Storer, Massachusetts; Dr. E. S. Gail-

lard, of Kentucky, and Dr. Joseph Jones, of

Louisiana.

On motion of Dr. Davis, of Illinois, the Presi-

dent, Dr. W. 0. Baldwin, was added to the com-

mittee.

Dr. Palmer, of Michigan, submitted the follow-

ing amendments to the by-laws, which were
adopted:

Amend section 11 of by-laws by inserting in

place of the clause after "6 Psychology/' "each
section, etc., these words: The Chairman and
Secretary of the several sections shall, like other

officers of the Association, be nominated by the

Special Committee of one member from each

State represented at the meeting, and elected by
a vote on general ticket. They shall hold their

office until the close of the proper business of

the annual meeting next succeeding their elec-

tion, and until their successors are appointed.

Modify next paragraph thus
;
" papers appro-

priate to the several sections in order to secure

consideration and action must be sent to the

Secretary of the appropriate section at least one
month before the meeting which is to act upon
them. It shall be the duty of the Secretary to

whom such papers are sent to examine them
with care and with the advice of the chairman
of his section, to determine the time and order of
their presentation, and give due notice of the
same, and after their full examination and dis-

cussion by the section, they shall be sent to

the Permanent Secretary of the Association.

All papers presented directly to the Associa-

tion, and other matters may, at the discretion of

the Association, be referred to the various sec-

tions for their consideration and report.

The President appointed as Delegates to the

British Medical Asociation the following gentle-

men:

Dr. N. Pinckney, U. S. N.
Dr. R. R. Mcllvaine, Ohio.

Dr. J. F. Hibberd, Indiana.
Dr. Harvev Lindsley, D.C.
Dr. G. C. Blackman, Ohio.

To the Canadian Medical Association:

Dr. Alden March, New York.

He also appointed as the Committee on Ethics,

Drs. L. A. Savre, N. Y. ; J. M. Toner, D. C.<;

H. F. Askew, Del.; R. D. Arnold, Ga.; L- A.
McCluskey, Ala.

Dr. Hibberd presented a handbill put out by

Dr. J. B. Buchtil, of Terre Haute, Indiana, and

charged irregular practice in this conduct. The

paper was read, and referred to the Committee on.

Ethics.

Dr. Davis read a report of the meeting of Edi-

tors, and presented the following from the Asso-
ciation of American Medical Editors:

To the American Medical Association:

I have been instructed to announce to your
honorable body, that those members of your As-
sociation in attendance on this annual meeting,

after proper consultation, have effected a perma-
nent organization, with the title of " The Asso-
ciation of American Medical Editors." The
objects of this organization are the cultivation of

friendly relations, mutual assistance, community
of effort and views, where possible, in svstem of

receiving foreign exchanges, and sending our
own journals abroad ; concert of action in sup-

port of improvements in the present system of

medical education, and of a higher standard of

preliminary attainments for those who propose
to enter upon the study of medicine; in propos-

ing laws for the proper registration of births,

marriages and deaths; in collecting the names
of all the regular practitioners in the several

States, and in promoting generally the value

and efficiency of our periodical medical litera-

ture. The Association thus formed is to hold

its annual sessions on the day preceding the

annual meetings of this body, and in the same
localities. Dr. W. S. Mitchell, of New Orleans, is

the Permanent Secretary, and Dr. J. B. Linds-

ley, of Nashville, Tenn., the Assistant Secretary.

Congratulating your honorable body on the es-

tablishment of another organized power within
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the ranks of your noble profession, I remain
yours, most trulv, N. S. Davis, Editor,

President of Association of American
Medical Editors.

Referred to Committee of Publication.

The Secretary presented a paper from Dr.
Walsh, of Georgia referring to the action of the

Georgia. Medical Society in his case. Referred
to the Committee on Ethics.

Dr. Parvin, of Ind., read the report of Dr. J. C.

Reeves, of Ohio, on Medical Education, which
had been made the special order for 10 o'clock,

A. M. The report was adopted, and referred to

the Committee of Publication.

[Remainder next week.]

MEDICALTHE SUMTER COUNTY (ALA.;

SOCIETY.

The Sumter County Medical Society met this

morning, according to adjournment.

The president being absent, Dr. E. II. Sholl

took the chair. Dr. A. II. Smith, president,

having removed from the State, Dr. E. H. Sholl

was elected President, and Dr. J. M. Godfrey,

Vice-President.

Dr. R. D. Webb read, by appointment, an

essay upon "Death" in which, viewing death as

the correlative of life, he drew attention to dif-

ferent phases of ideas through which the mind

has passed in regard to force and matter, and

compared them with similar changes which our

ideas have undergone in regard to life and

matter. In the former there were three. (1).

Entire disconnection, force being a separate

entity. (2) Partial connection, force being a

subtle fluid pervading matter, and (3) Insepera-

ble union, force being a property of matter, the

result of changes in its molecular arrangement,

the different forms in which it is manifested,

being but the conservation of inherent forces.

So in life the older physiologists believed it a

separate entity, superadded to matter, controlling

its actions, and removing it from the influence

of physical laws. Next it is a subtle fluid

(animal spirits) pervading matter, and to some
extent removing it from the influence of physical

laws ; while at present, the medical mind is be-

ginning to recognize it as inseparable from

matter, and dependent for its various phenomena
upon changes which occur in the molecular ar

rangement of organized matter under the influ

ence of physical stimuli.

This was maintained by reference to the known
physical action of many of the vital acts, and
also by examples from the inorganic work, when
very different properties are manifested in sub

stances of the same chemical composition by a

change of relation in its molecular arrange-

ment.

Life was the result of specific organization, so

death was the result of disintegration in this or-

ganization ; and that just in proportion as this

organism was destroyed, so most of life was lost;

and to the same extent death approached life, in

the higher organisms, was divided into organic

and animal, so death was organic and animal.

The organism was compared to the engine,

whose motor power was generated in the conser-

vation of forces in the disintegration of coal and

water, under the stimulus of combustion, and

then combined and utilized by the mechanical

arrangement of the various parts of the engine.

So the motor power of the animal organism

originated in the combustion of the tissues of the

body, which through the mechanical arrange-

ment of the various organs it was utilized, and

manifested in vital phenomena.

Thus death might commence through a failure

of these changes, whereby the motor power

becomes deficient, or in an inability of the ani-

mal organism to utilize these forces, in conse-

quence of the failure of some vital orcran. In

this way death may seem to be the result of the

conservation of the forces of life.

Thus, while to the physiologist organic death

was a subject of the greatest interest, to the

practitioner it was equally necessary to guard

against its insidious approaches, as it was to

recognize the more patent terminus of life, desig-

nated as animal death.

Obstetrical cases were reported by Dr. Kix-

nard and Sholl, which gave rise to the discus-

sion of the use of chloroform in obstetrics, in

which Drs Houston-

, Godfrey and others partici-

pated.

The special subject of discussion "veratrum

viride" was then taken up, and a few ex-

pression of opinion had, which showed a general

concurrence of the members in its utility as a

therapeutic remedy, and its benficial action in

fevers and inflammation, where an arterial seda-

tive was indicated. It was used by most of the

members in pneumonia, in the first stage, so

long as the pulse was full and steady.

The Society adjourned to meet in Livingston

on Tuesday, November 2d, 1869.

R. D. Webb, Secretary.

Livingston, May Mh, 1869.

A man advertised for "competent per-

sons to undertake the sale of a new medicine.*'

and adds, that it will be profitable for the under*

taker.
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Editorial Department.

Periscope.

Opium In Diabetes.

P. TV". Pavy, M.D., F.R.S., Senior Assistant-

Physician to, and Lecturer on Physiology at

Guy's Hospital, has in the British Medical Jour-

nal the following remarks on this topic.

Contained in the number of the British Medi-
cal Journal for April 10th, I noticed a communi-
cation from Dr. Baseam, entitled, " Observations
on the Successful Treatment of Diabetes by
Alkalies and the Phosphatic Salts of Ammonia,
with Limited Restriction of Diet." A case which
which I brought forward at the Clinical Society
toward the close of last year, that had been treat-

ed successfully without restriction of diet, is there
alluded to. The medicinal agents administered
in this case consisted of opium in increasing
doses until the quantity reached twelve grains
per diem, and a mixture containing the bicarbon-
ate of potash and aromatic spirit of ammonia.
What is said by Dr. Baseam leads me to offer

a few remarks, because the inference is conveyed
that the result might have been attributable to
the alkalies, and not to the opium. I am quite
ready to admit that it would have been more sat-
isfactory for the sake of conclusiveness, if the
alkalies had not been administered; but I am at
the same time convinced, from what I have seen
in other cases, that they had little or nothing to
do with the rapid arrest of the discharge of sugar
that occurred.

I know of no medical agent that is capable of
exerting a controlling influence over the com-
plaint like that exerted by opium. In common
with others, I have employed alkalies and ammo-
nia largely in diabetes, and am well familiar with
the kind of effect to be looked for. I have been
of opinion that they produce a slowly beneficial
action in the complaint; but never have I ob-
served any immediate effect of a marked nature
that could be attributed solely to their influence.
With opium, on the other hand, the effect is so
striking that there can be no question of its
reality. In my communication to the Clinical
Society, besides the case above alluded to, two
others were mentioned, in both of which the
sugar was removed— in the one instance by
opium, and in the other by morphia. In these
cases there was no other agent administered.
They were cases of disease in middle-aged sub-
jects. The sugar was reduced as fur as°it could
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be by a restricted diet; and then, under the in-

fluence of the morphia and opium, it was en-

tirely removed,

There is also at the present time a patient in

No. 1 bed, John Ward, Guy's Hospital, a most

instructive case bearing on the point in question.

It is the same patient to whom I administered

the ozonic ether without observing any beneficial

effect, and whose case, in reference to this agent,

I mentioned in the Lancet a few weeks ago. The
man, a middle-aged person, was passing, under a

restricted diet, about six pints of urine, contain-

ing upward of three thousand grains of sugar,

in the twenty four hours. At first, after the

ozonic ether had been discontinued, morphia

was administered in gradually increasing doses,

beginning with half a grain three times a day.

The quantity of urine and sugar from day to day

declined, and in the space of about three weeks,

disappeared altogether; the quantity of morphia

administered at this time being a grain and three-

quarters three times a day. After a little while,

the morphia was taken off; and in a week's time

the sugar began to reappear; and went on from

day to day increasing. This state of things waa

allowed to continue for about a fortnight, when
opium was given; under its influence the sugar

has again disappeared. I merely here allude to

this case; the patient, being still in the hospital,

may be seen by any one desirous of doing so.

Of what service as a curative agent, opium, in

larger doses than it has been customarily given,

may prove in cases in general, I do not at present

pretend to say. Much more extended observation

is required before this point can be determined.

Whatever may happen to be disclosed by subse-

quent experience, it cannot be denied, I think,

that we have before us an important therapeutic

fact. The woman whose case fjrmed the basis

of my communication to the Clinical Society has

been seen by me from time to time, up to as re-

cently as a fortnight back. She has taken no

opium or other kind of medicine since October

last; has been living (as she did when under

treatment) upon an ordinary mixed diet, and has

been passing urine devoid of sugar. Her case,

in fact, up to the present time, forms an example

of a direct and perfect cure.

I have a patient under treatment, also in John

Ward, to whom I have been lately giving the

carbonate of ammonia in a much larger extent

than it is usually administered. One hundred

grains in the twenty-four hours have been taken.

At the commencement it was given without a re-

stricted diet; then discontinued; and after the

patient had been for a few days upon a restricted

PERISCOPE.
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At first, the effect observed and privilege, and will be his great regard, to

search after and discover."—JV. Y. Med. Journal.

diet, given again

was an increase both in the amount of urine and

sugar. Since, however, a marked improvement

has occurred.

The Value of Medicine.

Sir Thomas AVatson, in retiring from the presi-

dency of the Clinical Society of London, gave a

very appropriate as well as very brief address,

from which we extract the following sensible

remarks, as found in the Medical Times and
Gazette.

"It seems to have been thought, in some quar-

ters, that I had renounced my faith in physic

—

that I undervalued the resources and the useful-

ness of our art. Such a notion is the very re-

verse of the truth. I am anxious to have the

effects of remedies carefully ascertained and cer-

tified, just because I have so great faith in their

real force. What I deprecate, what I would fain

see altered, what it is one great end of this

Society to do away with, is the vagueness of aim,

the uncertainty of result, the merely tentative

nature of too many of our prescriptions. Far

from thinking that our warfare with disease is a

vain warfare, I am only desirous that our arms

should have the precision of the modern rifle,

instead of the wild flight of the old-fashioned

smooth-bore. Probably I have even greater re-

liance than many physicians upon the virtues of

drugs—of what used to be called simples—

a

word I like, because it helps continually to sug-

gest to one's mind the golden rule, that their

administration should be simple ; that they should

"be mixed as little as possible with other sub-

stances which might confuse and vitiate the con-

clusions to be drawn from their actual operation.

I am one of those who hold to the doctrine

—

always within its proper limitations, the limita-

tions assigned by Bacon—the doctrine of final

causes, so despised by modern philosophy. I

believe that those subtle essences which human
research and ingenuity have succeeded in deriv-

ing from various substances in nature, and

which, when applied to the human body, some-

times even in very minute quantities, have a

potency so marvellous as to abolish pain, to

compel sleep, to extinguish fevers, to stop for

long, perhaps forever, the recurrence of par-

oxysms of epilepsy, which had contined to recur

for years, were implanted in those substances by
the Creator, among other uses, it may be, for

these very services to mankind, and that there

lie concealed in other substances, and especially

in the vegetable kingdom, many analogous heal-

ing powers, which it is a part of man's mission

A New and Improved Method of Preserving
Pathological and Anatomical Specimens.

Dr. Wm. H. De Camp, of Grand Rapids, Michi-

gan, has the following communication in the

Transactions of the Michigan State Medical

Society.

While we were marching through Tennessee

and Mississippi in 1862, I had abundant oppor-

tunites for collecting fish and other objects of

natural history, which would be of little interest

unless they could be so preserved as to retain

their colors.

From what I had seen in museums, and those

I had myself preserved in alcohol, or Goodby's

Fluid, I had learned that a loss of color was
always to be looked for.

I therefore decided to try and discover some

method that would obviate this objection, at

least. From a series of experiments then com-

menced, and not then completed, I have been

rewarded with results too important not to be

brought to the notice of our profession.

I first learned that any oil or other substance

not capable of extracting the greater portion of

the water naturally contained in a specimen,

would cause it not only to decompose, but also

to macerate, no matter how hermetically sealed

it might be. I have at last found that to pre-

serve a specimen with its colors the nearest natu-

ral, requires so much of the water only to be ex-

tracted by the preserving fluid as will prevent

the macerating of the tissues.

After trying the articles and compounds that

I could learn had ever been used for this pur-

pose, I found them all failures in the direction I

was looking. All the experiments, have also

satisfied me that there is no means of endosmotic

action that will supply to the specimen a mate-

rial capable of preventing shriveling, or shrink-

age.

The best combination I have as yet found for

my purpose, has been that of sugar, water and

alcohol, and either chloride of zinc or carbolic

acid.

The proportions of these have to be varied ac-

cording to the transparency desired in the particu-

lar specimen being prepared.

For most articles the following formula is the

nearest correct:

R. Syrupus simp, (saturated strength.)

Aquae, aa Oj.

Alcohol, 69 per cent. f .^iv.

Acid, carbolic, 3j. M.

The specimen requires to have the blood re-
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moved by maceration
(
as it is soluble in this

solution) or it will discolor the fluid.

The best menstruum for this purpose is some

of the same compound, and then a transfer to the

permanent solution, after a few days or weeks.

Specimens preserved in this manner have

nothing of the offensive odor which makes speci-

mens so disgusting when required to be handled

for examination.

The specimens presented here will give a good
illustration of its properties, as you can see, by
some of the labels, that some of them were put

up in 1863.

Hydrophobia Treated toy the Russian Bath.

The Chicago Tribune relates a case of rabies

canina recently treated by the Kussian bath in

Chicago, according to the recommendation of Dr.

Bctisson, whose views have already been advert-

ed to in our journal.

A young man, named William G-oodwillie, was

bitten on the right hand by a small cur, not sup-

posed to be mad. About seven weeks afterward

he worked very hard, especially on Friday and

part of the following day. On Saturday after,

noon he complained of pains in his bones and

physical prostration. He dropped work and sat

down, remarking that he was going to have small-

pox or hydrophobia. He barked in a playful

way, and tried to treat the matter as lightly as

possible. He went home subsequently, and laid

down on the bed. The night passed quietly.

The disease was gathering in force for the final

charge. Sunday morning he arose and partially

dressed himself. He went to the washstand to

make his toilet. That was the end of his sanity.

He was seized with convulsions, alternating with

furious delirium. The next day, as his symp-

toms were rapidly increasing in severity, his med-

ical attendants recommended the vapor bath. He

was placed in a close carriage, and conveyed to

the bath-rooms. The moment he entered the

vapory atmosphere of the bath house, his mad-

ness increased, and, distending his mouth to its

widest reach, he nearly choked himself in vain

endeavors to expectorate.

When the bath was ready, a pair of handcuffs

were placed on his wrists, and he was forcibly

thrust into the little air-tight closet called a bath-

room. The steam is forced into the chamber

from underneath, and as the effects made them-

selves perceptible, he became furiously frantic.

His yells were loud and appalling, and much re-

sembled the bark of a dog. He stamped his bare

feet on the floor, beat the sides with his head and

manacled hands, and otherwise behaved himself

in a manner that was terrible to hear, and froze

the blood of those in waiting. Gradually the

heat was increased, and in the course of five mi-

nutes 125° Fahrenheit was reached. At thia

stage a body fell to the floor, and then all was
still. The heat was then increased to 136°, and

shut off. A minute or two after, the attendant

entered the little chamber, and conveyed the

almost inanimate form into an adjoining room.

Cold water was thrown on his face, and he be-

gan to breathe slowly. Under the application of

more water, respiration increased perceptibly, and

hopes were expressed that the remedy had proved

efficacious. But soon he began to foam at the

mouth ; his breath came slow and heavily, and

about ten minutes after he was taken from the

bath-room he expired.

It is not clear to us that this was a case of ra-

bies canina, and so far as the bath is concerned,

it has been recommended rather as a prophylac-
tic, than a curative procedure.

Reviews and Book Notices.

Claxton, Remsen

CEsophagotomy for the Removal of Foreign
Bodies; with a History of the Operation.

Second edition, revised. By David W. Chee-
ver, M. D., pp. 84. Boston: James Campbell,
1868. Price, $1.50. From
and Haffelfinger, Market street.

The bulk of this brochure is devoted to the

history of three cases that came under Dr.

Cheever's own observation. The operation

would seem to be justifiable, and should un-

doubtedly be resorted to after the exhaustion of

milder methods of extraction. Dr. Cheever

makes no mention of the bristle probang de-

scribed in the Half-Yearly Compendium of

Medical Science, No. 3, January 1869, p. 283.

The history of cesophagotomy and a tabular exhi-

bit of recorded cases constitute a valuable fea-

ture of this little work.

A Treatise on the Function of Digestion; its

Disorders, and their Treatment. Bv F. W.
Pavy, M.D., F. R. S., Fellow of the Royal
College of Physicians, etc. etc. From the
second London edition. Pp. 246. Philadel-
phia: Henry C. Lea, 1869. Price $3.00. From
the publisher.

This monograph on a very important subject,

that almost daily in one way or other comes

under the notice of the physician, gives a brief

and condensed resume of the function of diges-

tion, and its various derangements. The sub-

jects are all very briefly considered, but the ob-

servations are condensed eminently practical,

and well adapted to the use of the general prac-

titioner. This belongs to a class of books that

are of special value to the physician. It is

issued in the neat style so characteristic of the

well-known publisher.
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S. W. BUTLER, M.D., & D. G. BRINTON, M. D., Editor*.

4®=* Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence,
News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

To insure publication, articles must be practical
5nVas possible to do j ustice to the subject, and carefully

prepared* so as to require little revision.

We particularly value the practical experience of coun-
try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfully belongs to the profession.

LOCALITY AND DISEASE.
Certain diseases are called endemic because

they characterize given localities. They are

always found there, and only rarely and for

short periods extend to other districts.

The causes of this endemism are very obscure,

and have not yet been studied with the care they

deserve. For on a full appreciation of the rela-

tion which man bears to his surroundings in a

pathological point of view, depends the efficacy

of our prescriptions of change of climate in dis-

ease. It is eminently unsatisfactory to the intel-

ligent physician to be obliged to tell a patient

some change is necessary. Why is it necessary?

and furthermore what change is advisable?

Except the local factors in the present case be

known, how little rational advise can we give I

With increased facilities for locomotion, it is

becoming more and more fashionable to send

patients who can afford it, to some spring or

bathing place in summer, and either to the dry

interior northwest, or the warm moist south in

winter. Usually the recommendation is made,

hit or miss, because the doctor has recently read

some article in a medical journal, in praise of

the locality he names. As to its precise physical

geography, its climate, soil, temperature, winds,

moisture, accommodations etc., etc., he is usually

in contented ignorance.

Even physicians who have opportunites of

knowing, who live at a locality or have visited

it, are rarely good authority. They have few

data of comparison, they wish to praise a spot in

which their practice is, or where they enjoyed

themselves, and will condemn it if they had a

disagreeable time, or knew of a few cases who

grew worse.

These reflections impressed us on reading an

article in a late number of the Medical Record.

Its author, Dr. Mattocks, is a resident of

Minnesota, and aims to give a very favorable im-

pression of the climate of that state. He is

right, for it is a good climate for many ca*es,

but his arguments show how superficially this

important subject is treated by American writers.

The very fact that he bases his reasoning on the

causes of deaths in the census returns of 1860, is

enough to damage his statements. All, he says,

will be benefitted by going to Minnesota, for

whom a tonic course of treatment is advised.

This is a wide statement indeed, and shows how

lax physicians are in their advice.

Dr. Bowditch in recent numbers of the Atlan-

tic Monthly lays great stress on dampness as the

cause of consumption. This is his hobby. Yet

it is notorious that the climate of Key West,

one of the dampest in the world—though fogs

are unknown and rains scarce—is admirable for

this complaint. Dr. Mattock, however, seems to

think that dampness is to be estimated by the

annual rain fall—certainly a novel method of

estimating it.

EDITORIAL CHAFF AND CHAFFING.
In a recent editorial article the Xew York

Medical Record has this to say about Philadel-

phia as compared with Boston and New York.

" Most of the leading physicians of Boston and

Xew York do not now require the stamp of

Paris, or Vienna, or Berlin, on their medical

ideas, provided they are really true and good.

"If any physician, young or old. in these two

cities has any new truths of his own to present,

he has himself to blame if he is not well received.

"We are not entirely without hope that, in the

distant future, even Philadelphia—so glorious in

the past of our medical science—may yet rise

again to the level of our times, and ceasing to per*

secute, may learn to love : may give her truly

noble leaders in science less reason to express

the wish that their lines had fallen in more fa*

vorable places, and thus may do something

toward regaining the sceptre of medical power

which she has so passively allowed to slip from

her grasp."

There is just enough truth in this statement

for it to be disagreeable to us. Our cotemporary

cannot wonder if we sit restive under it. Persons

who say impalatable facts so roundly, deserve

hard words in return. Where is their u savoir

vivre?"

As if Philadelphia had not the grandest col*

leges the most distinguished surgeons, the most

eminent physicians! Why should the fact that a
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few Old Men of the Sea in the shape of venerable

medical fogies sit astride of science here, he

thrown in our faces? It is a fault that time will

heal.

A LAW REGULATING- CHEMISTS AND
DRUGGISTS.

The New Pharmacy Act, which went into

operation in England at the commencement of

this year, provides that no person can commence

business as a chemist and druggist in Great

Britain without being registered as such, after

examination. Two grades in the profession are

established, to wit, "Chemist and Druggist," and

"Pharmaceutical Chemist.' 5 To obtain the sub-

ordinate title of chemist and druggist, it is ne-

cessary to pass a minor examination in prescrip-

tions, practical dispensing of medicine, phar-

macy, materia medica, botany and chemistry.

The candidate must be able to read prescriptions

without abbreviation, translate them into Eng-

lish, and give both a literal and idiomatic ren-

dering of the Latin directions for use. He must

also possess a knowledge of the elementary

structure of plants, their names, the orders to

which they belong, the countries from which

they are obtained, and the preparations into

which they enter. In the more extended exami-

nation, which confers the higher title of pharma-

ceutical chemist, with exemption from serving on

juries, the candidate, in addition to the above

tests, must translate English prescriptions into

Latin, detect errors in Latin prescriptions, know
when a dose is unusually large, be acquainted

with the means of detecting poisons and the an-

tidotes to be given, be able to distinguish spu-

rious from genuine drugs, and show a familiarity

with the laws of chemical combination, and both

the Linnsean and the Natural system of botany.

"Women Medical Students.

"The University of Edinburgh recently granted

fiermission to a young lady to attend the medical

ectures, but the young male students made such

loud objection that the favor was withdrawn."

We would inform our friends abroad, that

there is in this city a Woman's Medical College,

that has struggled into a respectable position, in

spite of the rather ungracious opposition of a

few- members of the medical profession, where a

first class medical education can be obtained.

It has its own college and hospital, a respectable

corps of professors, and a liberal endowment.

Those women who have a fancy for the labors,

trials, responsibilities, and poor pay of the medi-

cal profession, can be accommodated here with

opportunities for a good education.

2

COMMENTS.

Notes and Comments.

Proceedings of the Amer Medical Association.

We arranged with Dr. Atkinson-, the Perma-

nent Secretary of the American Medical Asso-

ciation, for a prompt and full report of the pro-

ceedings of the recent meeting of the Association

in New Orleans, and expected to hare published

it in full last week. But Dr. Atkinson's papers

were forwarded by Express, and delayed on the

way, and the report was only received in time

to get a portion of it in this number. The rest

will appear next week. Our readers will find

the report full and correct, the minutes being

official.

The Crime of Abortion.

Archbishop Spaulding, the distinguished pri-

mate of the Roman Catholic Church in this

country, in a pastoral letter at the clo^e of a

recent Council, speaks in these decided terms of

a crime only too common in this generation.

" The abiding interest all feel in the preserva-

tion of the morals of our country, constrains us
to raise our voice against the daily increasing
practice of infanticide, especially before birth.

The notoriety which this monstrous crime has
obtained of late, and the hecatombs of infants

that are annually sacrified to Moloch, to gratify

an unlawful passion, are a sufficient justification

for our alluding to a painful and delicate subject,

which should not even be mentioned among
Christians. We may observe that the crying sin

of infanticide is most prevalent in those localities

where the system of education icithout religion

has been longest established, and been most suc-

cessfully candied out. The inhuman crime might
be compared to the murder of the 'Innocents,'

except that the criminals in this case exceed in

enormity the cruelty of Herod. If it is a sin to

take away the life even of an enemy; if the
crime of shedding innocent blood cries even to

Heaven for vengeance, in what language can we
characterize the double guilt of those whose
souls are stained with the innocent blood of their

own unborn, imregenerate offspring. The mur-
der of an infant before its birth is, in the sight

of God and of his Church, as great a crime as

would be the killing of a child after birth, with
this aggravating circumstance, that in the former
case the unborn child dies deprived of the
essential grace of baptism. No mother is al*

lowed, under any circumstances, to permit the

death of her unborn infant, not even for the

sake of preserving her own life, because the end
never justifies the means, and vre must not do
evil that good may come from it."

We are glad to see the clergy address their

flocks in this style. It is a spurious and danger-

ous delicacy which loves the action, but shuns

the word on topics of this nature.
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Vermont Medical Society.

The semi-annual meeting of this Society is to

be held at Brandon on Wednesday and Thurs

day, June 2d and 3d, commencing at 10 o'clock,

A.M., on Wednesday. The usual arrangements

have been made with most of the railroads of

the State.

The Photograph Premiums.

It will be noticed that we offer as premiums

for new subscribers to our publications a certain

number of copies of photographs of distinguished

European Physicians and Surgeons. The list

was published in the Reporter of May 1st.

These premiums can only be given where sub-

scribers pay "full subscriptions."" We cannot

afford it in cases where we have already commu-

ted with our other publications. When we put

the Reporter and Compendium, for instance, at

$7, we already throw off $1, which is as much

as we cari do in justice to ourselves.

Correspondence.

DOMESTIC.

A Soluble Salt of Mercury for Hypodermic
Injections.

M. Bouilhon suggests in a late number (15th

April) of the Bull, de Therapeutique, a solution

of the, double iodide of mercury and sodium for

hypodermic injections. It is soluble in water

without decomposition; it is active, yet not irri-

tating to the tissues; it is manageable and safe

1.5 parts of this, (by weight), in 100 parts of

water, gives a solution, of which 10 drops can be

administered every other day in syphilis. After

a week or two the amount of the injection can

be increased ten drops at a time.

Bleaching Sponges.

The white, beautiful appearing sponges which

are sold in the streets of onr cities, are bleached

in the following manner: The softest, finest

specimens are selected, and the sand removed

from the cavities by shaking; they are then

washed in hot water, and, after squeezing out

the water, are placed in a bath of dilute hydro

chloric (muriatic) acid, and allowed to remain

for half an hour. They are then taken out, and,

after washing again in hot wa'er, are placed in a

fresh bath of the dilute acid, to which has been
added six per cent, of dissolved hyposulphite of

soda, and allowed to remain twenty four hours.

The sponge is finished by washing in wa'er, and
drying.

—

Boston Jour. Ckem.

[ B^T" Readers of the Reporter are invited to

send ns copies of local Newspapers, and similar

publications, from all parts of the country, which
contain matters of interest to the profession. They
will be thankfully received, and acknowledged

under " Communications received.'']

Extra-Uterine Pregnancy.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter:

Case.—Mrs. , aged 35 years; the mother
of five ch-ldren, the youngest seven years of age.

She became pregnant with her sixth child about

'he 12th of October, 1867, and soon after beg;in

to suffer from paroxysms of severe pains in the

right side of the head, face, right hypochondriac,

lumbar, and iliac regions, with tinnitus aurium,

sympathetic cough and other symptoms refer-

able to the nervous system ; her catamenia re-

turned regularly during the first three consecu-

tive months of gestation; previous to the fourth

month a tumor (very painful and tender to the

touch) was observed in the right iliac fossa,

which disappeared upon the application of fo-

mentations.

The case came under my care April 26th,

1863, in the seventh month of gestation, after

having been treated by half a score of physicians

in turn. At my first visit the foregoing history

was elicited. It was easy to diagnose hysteria,

and the administration of the fluid ext>act of

valerian, in full doses, caused all the capricious

pains and nervous symptoms to disappear.

In a few weeks, however, the patient was
seized with intense abdominal pain, referred

particularly to the iliac fossae, and which con-

tinued to increase in severity from day to day,

and resisted all therapeutical measures to afford

any permanent relief. Large doses < f morphia,

fomentations, and the local application of ano-

dynes gave only temporary relief. The abdomi-

nal parietes became excessively tender, and the

stomach very irritable, nausea being so constant

that any attempts at supporting treatment proved

of little avail. The movements of the foetus

produced the most intense pain.

June 26th, (pregnancy being advanced to eight

and a half months,) two consultations were held,

which resulted in the diagnosis of uterine neural-

gia. The show now made its appearance, it being

only sixteen days to full term. Auodynes were

administered largely, with quinia and support.

Four days later, July 1st, another consultation

was held, at which it was advised to induce pre-

mature labor, but this was objected to by the

patient and her friends.

July 3d, I was called to attend the patient in

labor. Found her, as I supposed, in real labor,
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w ; th regular recurring pains. Made a vaginal

examination, and found the os dilated to the size

of a half-dollar, but could not touch the raem-

hranes, but instead of these, I found within the

os a thick, cushion like substance covering the

o.s uteri and offering serious obstruction to labor.

On the following morning the pains subsided,

and we awaited patiently the completion of her

term.

July 8th. Abdomen very much enlarged from

effused fluid, which I thought due to dropsy of

the ovum.

At the completion of her term, labor did not

come on, and fourteen days beyond the full pe-

riod, a consultation of three medical gentlemen

was held, a diagnosis of ascites was made, but no

cause could be assigned for this protracted ges-

tation. The idea of an extra-uterine pregnancy

was suggested by one, but the introduction of

the uterine sound put a quietus to all such con-

jectures, as the operator was very positive that

he had felt the foetus in utero.

On the 29th of July the patient died, it being

seventeen days beyond full term.

Post-mortem, seventeen hours after death, re-

vealed the following condition. Dropsy of the

ovum, due to extensive inflammation of the en-

veloping membrane; uterus was enlarged to twice

the size of a non gravid womb, and contained

nothing; os dilated and lying to the right, with

the fundus to the left; right ovary enlarged and

filled with pus. It was now apparent that the

substance felt with the examining finger, which

seemed to obstruct labor, was in fact the fundus

uteri, which we could easily reach through the

dilated os. Resting upon the right ovary and

fundus was a special sac, containing the secun-

dines and a full grown and well developed foetus,

weighing seven pounds, with a placenta weigh-

ing one and a half pounds. The placenta lay in

the inferior extremity of the special sac, and

was firmly adherent to the ovary. The vertex

presented. No communication existed between

the sac and uterus, nor was the sac ruptured.

I have no comments to make upon this case,

except that, so far as I am able to learn, this is

the first case on record where extra-uterine foeta-

tion has gone on to and beyond the full period of

gestation. As a rule, rupture of the sac and

fatal hemorrhage takes place before the end of

the third month, and in no case (except the case

I have reported) has the pregnancy extended

beyond four and a half months.

J. M. Palmer, M. D.

Dalton, Ohio, May Sth, 1869.

Remarkable Case of Abstinence from Food.

Editors Medic \t. and Surgical Reporter:

A few days since terminated one of the most

remarkable cases upon record, in the demise of

one of our fellow townsmen, a Mr. Exoch Berry,

aged 58 years.

The history of this case, as I got it from the

family and saw myself, is about this:

On the morning of the 14th of February, Mr.

Berry was called by his family to come to break-

fast. He had eaten but little for ten days prior

to this time; he remarked that he had no appe-

tite, and would eat no more until God in his

goodness thought proper to restore it. From
that day to the time of his death, a period of

fifty-five days, he did not partake of a particle of

solid food; and for a period of sixty days he was
without a motion from his bowels. I was with

Mr. Berry occasionally through his sickness. I

visited him February 26th, for the first time.

I found him lively and cheerful, with no dispo-

sition to eat; pulse 62, and regular; again,

March 2d; he was able to be about the house.

Pulse 65, and weak; nervous system quiet; he

was able to shave himself ; was drinking about

one teacupful of coffee in the twenty-four hours.

March 14th. Found he had quit drinking

coffee; was using some weak toddy; had not

tasted coffee for five days; pulse 58, and weak;

skin moist: nervous system quiet, with no desire

for food. Sat up in his chair; talked freely and
rational: no thirst.

20th. Yisited him again
;
symptoms about as

they were on the 14th, but weaker.

27 th. Still no appetite; drank a small quan-

tity of coffee: had sufficient strength to walk up
and down a flight of stairs.

April 2d. Confined to his bed; complained of

coffee affecting his head; had stopped its use;

was using wine. I talked to him for some time.

He persistently refused food; said he had no

appetite; pulse 73, and wiry; raised up in bed

and shaved himself ; nervous system quiet, but

prostrated. From this time on, I was with him

every day or two. His eyesight began to fail

him.

4th. Complained of mouth being dry for the

first time; used water simply to moisten his

mouth; was using not more than half a gill of

coffee in the 24 hours, and but little wine.

7th. Entirely blind ; considerable stupor; pulse

68, and weak; from this time on, up to his death

,

April 11th, he used no stimulants, or coffee, and

but little water.

Such, gentlemen, is a brief history of this re-
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markable ease. Unfortunately, we were denied

the priviledge of an examination of the body

after death, which would, in all probability, have

thrown some light upon this dark and mysterious

case. Wm. B. Perry, M.D.

StocJdon, Cedar Co.. Mo.,

April 27, 1869.

Death from Abortion.

Editors Medical and Surgical Beportkr:

On the 2d of May I was called by the Coroner

to examine the body of a girl whose death had

aroused suspicion.

Autopsy, thirteen hours after death.—Perito-

neum inflamed; some of the convolutions of the

small intestines were inflamed; vagina much
punctured, and where it surrounded the vaginal

portion of the cervix uteri, the anterior and pos-

terior walls were punctured through into the

peritoneal and abdominal cavities; the os and

cervix were much lacerated; the uterus weighed

8£ pounds, measured 8 inches from the upper

portion of the fundus to the lower part of the

cervix; circumference of the fundus 12} inches,

the anteroposterior diameter 3 \ inches; the

wall of the fundus \\ inches thick; portion of the

placenta was adherent ; some of the membranes

were in the uterus.

Evidence before the Coroner showed that the

girl had left her place, where she had lived for

three years, without any cause, and only a few

days before, and went to a house of assignation

and prostitution ; and that four days before she

died, a well known quack and doctor, who

claimed to be a homoeopathist, was called in.

My opinion was that the deceased came to her

death from uterine, peritoneal, and intestinal in-

flammation, brought on by mechanical injury

inflicted in removing a foetus, and that the in-

jury might have been inflicted only three or four

days before death; and that she was about five

months advanced; and that she did not perform

the operation herself.

Dr. was sworn. " I have heard the Doc.

tor's testimony; in my opinion the operation was

performed at least ten days before death ; should

not think the case more than three months ad-

vanced ; I concur in the opinion of Dr. as

to the cause of death; I think that unless she

was different from the majority of women, she

performed the operation herself."

Is it probable, or even possible, that it required

"at least ten days" for such an injury to cause

death? Is it not probable that she was more

than five months advanced? Do the majority of

women "shed innocent blood?" Would the ma-

jority of women inflict such an injury upon them

selves? Is not all experience fco the contrary?

Ira D. Hopkins. M D.

Utica, N. Y., May Uth, 18G9.

News and Miscellany.

Sad Accident to a Physician's Family.

Dr. Rives of Prince George county, Virginia,

while passing out of his house with his gun on

his shoulder was called back by his wife. He
turned suddenly in answer to her voice, ard in

turning accidentally struck the gun against the

door post with such force as to cause its dis-

charge. The entire load entered the body of

Mrs. Rites, causing almost instant death. The

pair had only been maried a few days.

rNotices inserted in this column pratis. nnd are solicited
from all parts of the country; Obituary Notices and Resolu-
tions of Societies at ten cents per line, ten words to the line.\

MARRIED.
Browk— Atktxs.—Tn Cincinnati, Ohin, May 13'h. by

tb« Rev. J. L. G. McKeown, Dr. A.M. Biown and Mits
Millie Atkins.

Comptox—Atkinsov.—May 5th, at the h^use of Mr.
Israel Frend, in Brighton, Washineton co., Inwn, by
Bev. J ft. Condir, J. B. fompton. M. O., of tbe aforesaid
place, and Miss Kate Atkinson, of Ohio.

Korxdoerfkr—Schl dt —On the 19 h inst , at the resi-
dence of tne bride's pa-ents, by Bev. J. A. Kunkl^man,
Aue. Korndoerfer, M.D..and A ddie, daughter of Fred-
erick Schiedt, Esq., bo»h of this city.

Olcott—Pollock.—In Jersev Cit<\ on the 3d in«t., by
the Bnv. Cbarles K. Imbne, D.D.. Dr. Edgar Olcott and
Miss Jessie Pollock, all of Jersey City.

Pollok—Reixhardt.— rn Li»»oolntow, on the 4th of
May, by the Rev. R. N. Divio, Dr. J. J. Pollok, of Den-
ver City, Colorado, and Miss S. J. Reinhardt, of Lincoln-
ton, North Carolina.

S »NTB' —MnVf ackix.—On Thursday evening, May 20th
1869, by Bev. Wm. M. Cooper. D D., Dr. Eaeene J. ^an-
tee and Jennie, youngest daughter of the late William
McMafcin, boih of this city.

Thomas—Smith.— At Trinity Church, New Haven, May
19th, hy the Bev. Dr. Tut'le, of New York, assisted bv the
Rev. Dr. Ehrwood, J.- Clarke Thorns, M. D.. of "New
York, and Susie B., only daughter of Prof. H. L. Smith,
of Geneva, N. Y.

DIED.

Dodge.—In New York, May 23d, David Stuart Dodge,
M. D., in the 66th year of his age.

METEOROLOGY.

May, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, ifi 10.

Wind

Weather....-^

Depth Rain--

N. W.iN.W.
Clear. Clear

P.W.
Clear

S. E.
Cl'dy.
Rain,
t. <y 1,

4-10

R E.
Cl'dy.
Shr'y.

S. w.
Hear.
Shr'y.

S. W.
Cl'dy.
Shr'y.

3-10

Thermometer.
Minimum
At 8, A. M
At 12, M
At 3, P. M

51°

62
67
66
61.50

49°

63
74
79
66.25

53°
£8

78
79
69.50

58°

59
63
65
61.25

53°

63
73
70
64 75

54°

65
75
74
67.

55°

59
61
r;4

59.76

Barometer.
At 12. M 29.7 29.7 29.7 29 7 29.6 29.6 29.7

Qermantown, Pa. B. J. Lekdom.

AUG. n.)m
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OX BLOODLETTIXG- IX THE ECLAMP-
SIA OF PREGXAXT WOMEH.

By Ezra Michener, of New Garden, Pa.

It is not niy purpose to write a treatise on Puer-

peral Convulsions ; either pathological, or thera-

peutic. But to furnish a summary view of my own
observations, and experience, for more than half a

century ; with the practical deductions drawn there-

from, in relation to bloodletting ; both as a prophy-

lactic, and curative means, in this disease.

Eclampsia gravidarum has long, and justly, been
considered, both by the woman, and her physician,

as one of the most appalling incidents of maternity,

in its aspects, and its results. Yet, when properly

guarded against, and promptly met by appropriate

remedies, it seems to be as amenable to treatment,

as most other accidents of the parturient state.

Fifty years ago very few women passed through

pregnancy without one or more bleedings, in the

district where my observations have been made
And during a period of 20 years, say from 1807 to

1827, 1 believe there occurred only a single case of

Eclampsia, (1813.) Though young, I well remem-
ber the sensation which it produced for many miles

around, on account of its infrequency, and fata1

results.

Owing to the prejudice infused into the public mind
by quacks and charlatans—and the nearly simulta-

neous occurrence of a typhoid epidemic—bloodletting

was gradually let fall ; and with it, we experienced a

rapid increase of cases of eclampsia. Within a like

\

period of 20 years, last passed, we have had full that

number of cases within the same district. I have

!
mostly declined practice, yet I have seen three cases

:
within the past year.

It is worth while to inquire the cause of so alarm-

ing an increase of puerperal convulsions, of late

years. The mere increase of population will not

;

solve the question . As has been stated, during the first

period named—bleeding in pregnancy, was generally

practiced. During the second it was as generally

[Vol. XX.—No. 23.

neglected. In the one period, eclampsia was very

rare ; in the other, it became frequent. And, is not

this the result which might have been expected to

follow ? We all know that the otherwise healthy fe-

|

male is predisposed to plethora, during pregnancy,

and this often produces, and always increases, the

gravity of eclampsia.

In this case, bloodletting affords the niost prompt,

and efficient relief. It does more ; while it relieves

plethora, it favors relaxation, and lessens the irrita-

tion of the uterine tissues. It removes, or greatly

diminishes the cause of eclampsia, post-partum hem-

orrhage; and the inflammatory affections of the

puerperal state.

Anemia, from bloodletting, is little more than a

bug-bear of knaves and charlatans. "With a healthy

and vigorous assimilation, the loss is soon supplied
;

and is infinitely less to be deprecated than the con-

sequents of eclampsia. Why, then, is bloodletting so

much neglected ? Why do physicians yield their

best judgment to the prejudices of the people ? A.

soldier on the battlefield pours out his blood by

quarts, yet soon regains vigorous health. A healthy

woman, during the thirty years of her menstrual

life, may be estimated to lose over one hundred

pounds of blood—often a great deal more. Yet •vie

hear nothing of anemia ; it is only an evidence, and

a means of good health. Why, then, should we fear

the loss of a few ounces of blood ? "ft itness, also,

those profuse uterine hemorrhages to which partu-

rient women are subject , from which, if otherwise

healthy, they speedily recover.

A larger proportion of pregnant women suffer from
plethora, pain in the head, flushing of the face, ring-

ing in the ears, giddiness on stooping, &c, all of

which, in many cases, require the use of the lancet,

as the safest, most immediate, and surest means of

relief. This condition is sometimes accompanied by
a feeble and mobile state of the nervous and arterial

apparatus. It then constitutes the inflammable ma-
terial; and uterine irritatiou becomes the spark,

which too often kindles the destructive flame,

eclampsia.

The attentive observer will generally find some, or

all of the following symptoms, premonitory of an at-

tack of eclampsia :

Pain in the head, often occurring suddenly.

Ringing in the ears, like bells, or a distant water-
fall.

419
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A full, suffused countenance.

An indiscribable sensation and pain behind the

sternum reaching through to the spine,—more im-

mediately.

A subsidence oflabor pains sometimes occurs.

Feebleness, or loss of motive power, in one or more

extremity.

More or less hebetude, soon ending in stupor.

These indications may not all occur, nor in the

order named, in every case ; but enough may gen-

erally be witnessed to admonish the attendant of the

danger ; and enable him to anticipate the attack, and

abate its volume, if he can not ward it off.

The" three leading indications here, are :

1. To unload the brain, and relieve it from pressure.

2. To soothe the disturbance of the nervous system.

3.. To relieve the irritated uterus of its burden.

These indications can hardly admit of controversy

;

But how are they to be fulfilled? They seem so

plain, that he who runs might read
;
yet, a great di-

versity prevails, respecting the means to be employed.

If the experience of fifty years, and the observance of

more than a score of cases, have taught me anything,

the treatment should usually consist

:

1. In prompt and very copious bloodletting ; aided

by cups, or leeches, as local indications may require.

In revulsants, cold to the head, hot stimulating pedi-

luvia, rubefacients, blisters, &c. In purgative medi-

cines and enemeta. And perhaps in anesthesia.

2. After the brain has been sufficiently relieved,

and the violent action of the heart subdued, a full

dose of morphia may be administered, either by the

stomach, or hypodermically, to serve the nervous sys-

tem and consecutively to relieve the muscular spasms.

3. In all cases where labour has actually com-

menced, the delivery ought to be completed as speed-

ily as possible, without improper violence ; either by

the administration of ergot, the application of the

forceps, by turning, or other manipulation.

Twenty four cases of eclampsia have fallen under

my notice. Of these, 18 occurred in my own prac-

tice. Ofwhom2died; one was in articulo mortis

when first seen. The other had trouble of this kind

in four out of five consecutive labours ; she sank ex-

hausted, her condition not admitting of the depletion.

10 had been in convulsions from two to six hours,

when first seen ; 6 were seen in the inceptive stage,

before the spasmodic attack ; 2 did not exceed the

inceptive stage ; 6 occurred in the practice of other

physicians, 1 of whom died.

Bloodletting was freely practiced in all the cases

except one. There were twenty-one recoveries, and
three deaths. And in no instance was there any in-

jury observed, from the loss of blood.

CASES.
It is not my purpose to occupy time and space with

the details of cases ; but only to note such cases and
such details, as will best illustrate my special object

—the use of bloodletting in eclampsia.

Case 1. —E. P. During the later period of her

first pregnancy, E. P. suffered from symptoms of a

suspicious character, which excited anxiety; for a

sister, similarly constituted, had lately had a severe

attack of eclampsia. She was freely bled, and a light

abstemious diet, with occasional laxatives prescribed.

She passed safely through the labour. But in the

subsequent pregnancy she neglected the salutary

precaution.

The pains soon became irregular, and almost

ceased. She grew restless, and moaned, but could

not tell why. Inquired the cause of certain strange

noises, which no one else heard. Complained of

tingling in the right arm
;
then, that she could not

move it. Her answers to questions became slow, and

hesitating, and in a measure, incoherent. These

changes succeeded each other so rapidly that by the

time I had tied the arm and was prepared to open a

vein, she had ceased to respond to our inquiries.

The vein was promptly opened, and the blood

made to flow in a full stream until the unpleasant

symptoms were fully relieved
;
which, in this case,

required only eighteen ounces. The pains soon re-

turned ; the labour terminated kindly, and she had

a speedy recovery.

In another case, almost exactly similar, spasms

actually occurred just after the vein was opened, but

did fnot return afterward. In these, and, perhaps$

in all other cases, the physician should carefully

watch the effect of the loss of blood upon the patient,

instead of noticing the quantity of blood in the bowl,

if he has decided that bloodletting is the proper means

to produce a given result, and has confidence in his

own judgment, he should bleed with a special eye to

that result.

Case 2.—A. G., aged forty-one, had been in labour

all night with her tenth child. The pains were dis-

tressing rather than strong, and the labour progressed

'

slow. Her greatest suffering was from a pain, or an

indescribable sense of distress behind the sternum

and in the space between the scapula. In the morn- 2

ing, just as the labour was about to terminate, I ob-

served a sudden twitch of the fascial muscles, and on

speaking to her, obtained no response. I immedi-

ately prepared to open a vein ; but just as the blood

commenced to flow, a violent convulsion came on
?

during which the child was forcibly expelled. The

arm was left in the care of an assistant, and the

bleeding was stopped at twenty ounces, with the hope

that the fits would not return after delivery,

was a delusive hope. They did return, and required

repeated bleedings for the next eight hours to relieve

them. She at length recoverd.

This case occurred more than forty years ago. I had

'

not then learnt to appreciate the importance of the 1

post-sternal pain as an indication of eclampsia, and

the event showed a grave mistake in not takins; a
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larger quantity of blood at the first bleeding. Com-

pare this case with the following.

Case 3.—L. R. This woman was the mother of

several children. She was a perfect pattern for

apoplexy,—" denoted by a large head and red face*

shortness and thickness of the neck, and a short,

stout, squat build."

I was called to see her in the evening, at her full

term. She said she did not know what ailed her,

she was so much distressed with a pain which seemed

to start just between the breasts and extend through

to the back. She had vertigo, and an evident feeble-

ness of nerve power ; but the heart was labouring

violently. I immediately recognized the danger, and

opened the vein, with a large orifice. The blood

flowed till the pain and oppression ceased ; the heart

became more tranquil, and the flush of the face dis-

appeared. A large china wash-basin was half filled.

She suffered no temporary inconvenience ; and re-

mained quite comfortable for an hour, when I left

her, in charge of neighbour women, and passed in-

to an adjoining room, with her husband, to lie down.

But we were suddenly called back, and found her in

a strong convulsion. The ligature was reapplied,

and the blood soon flowed in a full stream, as before.

The blood was received in the same basin (which

had not been emptied) until it was quite full. There

was little tendency to coma after the fit, and she felt

quite comfortable. I remained with her till morning

and then left her, under the use of mild adjuvant

remedies.

I saw her in the evening—she had passed a com-
fortable day ; but she then felt a slight return of the

post-sternal pain—and also manifested signs of inci-

pient labour. The pain was effectually relieved by
the abstraction of twelve ounces more blood. The
labour progressed rapidly, and in four hours she was
safely delivered. No further difficulty occurred and
she had a speedy convalescence.

The reader will, no doubt, call this heroic treat-

ment. It was so. But happily the end justified the

means. And let me ask, did not the circumstance

of the case require that heroic means should be em-
ployed ? The success was as flattering as the treat-

ment was bold.

Case 4.—G. B. An illigitimate case of a young
girl. She was found in convulsions in her chamber
in the morning, and from appearances might have

been so most of the night. She was quite uncon-

scious, and the spasms returned about every hour.

The physician who was called, bled her to sixteen

ounces, and used other judicious means ; but the

convulsions continued to recur every hour. I saw
her at noon. She was unconscious, but constantly

tossing about the bed. Immediately after another

fit, she was bled to eighteen ounces more ; and a full

dose of morphia administered hypodermically. In

five minutes, the tossings ceased, and she fell into a

profound sleep
;
during which, the babe was, uncon-

sciously, born. The spasms did not return ; and she

convalesced rapidly.

In this case the primary bleeding was not large

enough. The morphia, after full depletion, had a

very happy effect, in quieting the nervous excitement.

Case 5.—B. C. A young primiparous woman.
The labour progressed favourably until the head

began to rest upon the perineum ; when she was

suddenly attacked with a convulsion. I immediately

bled her to twenty-four ounces, and then applied the

forceps and delivered the child. There was no re-

turn of spasms or other trouble.

Case 6.—E. H. Primipara. Sent for Dr. in

the afternoon. The labour proved lingering, and

during the night her pains subsided and the Doctor

went to bed. Soon after, she took a convulsion, and

I was sent for, some four miles. Little had been

done to relieve the case ; and the fits recurred about

every half hour. Her situation was very favourable

for the operation, and I promptly removed the child

with the forceps. It was then found to be a case of

couplets. While waiting a little for the second child

to descend, she had her sixth convulsion. I then

applied the forceps again with equal facility as be-

fore. The placenta speedily followed. The whole

delivery did not last more than twenty minutes. The
mother and children all did well.

Here was a successful case, without evacuant

treatment, which did well. But may we not con-

clude that the attack was of a very mild form, from

the fact that both of the children lived and did

well after the mother had been, for several hours, in

convulsions ? The sine qua non in this case was to

relieve the uterus, as in the preceding case.

Case 7.—In the year 1817, while occupying the

position of House student in the Philadelphia Dis-

pensary—then the only one in the city, I was called

to a poor woman with eclampsia. She was about

the full term, but labour had not yet commenced.

I found her lying on the floor, her only bed, in the

most terrific spasms. Her habit was gross and

plethoric, face turgid and of a dark purple hue ; the

pupils largely dilated, but the pulse was slow, feeble

and oppressed.

I had tied the arm, and was just about to spring

the lancet, when Dr. X * * * *, a young French

physician, (who had also been sent for in the alarm)

entered. I desisted, to allow him to see the case

and give his opinion. On feeling the pulse, he

sternly asked, "What, are you going to bleed with

such a pulse as that ?" I replied, " Yes, I am," and

immediately sprung the lancet. The Doctor sat

down. After the blood had run to some twenty

ounces, and the heart had reacted, I asked him to

feel the pulse again. He did so, and promptly said,

" You are right.'''' The bleeding was continued till

the pulse again began to flag. The convulsions

ceased, but she only slowly recovered from the coma.

The child was not born till two days after, apparently

from the effects of infusion of Ergot.
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This was my first experience in puerperal convul-

sions.

It is due to Dr. N * * * * to add, that he very

kindly met me two or three times a day, and as-

sisted me in various ways, until our attendance was

no longer required.

Cases 8, 9 and 10. All fatal.

The first of these, M. P., was a patient of Drs. T.

and P. She was in her first labour when attacked.

I saw her soon after ; the spasms were not violent,

nor the coma profound ; and she was promptly de-

livered with the forceps, almost without force. The

spasms then ceased; but, contrary to our expectation,

the cerebral mischief continued to increase, and she

sank about the third day.

This patient, as I was informed, had been freely,

but not largely, bled in the beginning of the fits, and

other appropriate means used, but without benefit.

The second of these, S. S., also priiniparous,had, in

the earlier period, a violent determination to the

head, which seemed to yield to appropriate remedies,

and she appeared all right. Some weeks after she

was attacked with epislaxis, which recurred so fre-

quently, and persisted so obstinately, that great fear

was entertained of her surviving it. She, however,

regained tolerable health, and I lost sight of her for

two or three months.

As she approached her full term, her husband,

who had been absent, found her, at four o'clock in

the morning, in a deep coma, only to be broken by a

convulsion every half hour. How long this had

continued it was imppossible to discover. The lan-

cet, and all other means proved utterly unavailing.

She died the following evening.

The last fatal case, R. L. This women had suf-

fered from disease in early life. Her health was

very precarious, and her whole nervous system a

complete wreck, before her marriage. In the seventh

month of her first pregnancy, she was attacked with

sudden illness. I found her with intense pain in the

head, vertigo, ringing in the ears, and impaired vis-

ion. She was bled as freely as her condition seemed

to allow, and other means prescribed. In half an

hour she was seized with convulsions, which, despite

all treatment, continued to recur for eight hours.

From this she with difficulty recovered. The child

was not' born for several days after.

In her second pregnancy she required daily and

vigilant care for six weeks, during which time we
almost hourly expected another attack. She, how-

ever, passed through the acouchment without spasms.

In her third pregnancy she fared little better than

in the second.

In the fourth, she did not experience anything un-

usual.

But in the fifth, convulsions set in very early in the

labour, and recurred several times before any attempt

could be made to deliver, and little else now re-

mained that could be done for her relief. A

earliest practical moment I turned and delivered the

child, which was dead; and the mother died in two

hours after.

The cases which I have thus partially reported*

will, I hope, explain and sustain my views respecting

the use of bloodletting in pueqjeral convulsions.

And I fear they also will show that where the lancet

is inadmissible, or too timidly employed, the danger

to the patient will be very much increased. In such

cases, however unfavorable they may be, it might be

well to try anesthesia. When the lancet can be

safely employed, 1 think it should always precede

the anaesthetic, and every other remedy.

No. 1. Shows the premonitory tfxps, and the

successful anticipation and prevention of an attack

of eclampsia.

No. 2. and 3. Bring into view a new symptom of

this- disease, so far as I know, not found in the books.

The latter case is also an instance of complete suc-

cess in a very unpromising subject for cerebral dis-

turbance.

Xo. 4. Evinces the beneficial effects of morphia

after free depletion.

Xo. 5 and G. Show the advantage to be derived

from speedy delivery, and thus relieving the uterine

irritation.

Xo. 7. Is given to show the proper object and

manner of bleeding in this, and in all other diseases,

to produce a certain effect upon the system. And

where the means is wisely adapted to the end, shoidd

be continued until that end is obtained.

Xo. 8. Shows that fatal injury may result to the

brain, even in comparatively mild cases of spasm.

Xos. 9 and 10. May serve to warn us that cases

may, and do occur which do not admit of successful

treatment by any known means at our command.

Editorial Department

Periscope.

NEW AXATOMICAL FEATURE
HUMAX BLOOD CORPUSCLES.

IX

Dr. J. W. Freer, Prof, of Physiology and Micro-

scopic Anatomy, Rush Medical College, has the fol-

lowing article in the Chicago Medical Journal, of

April, 1868: .

In the Chicago Medical Journal cf May 15, 1868,

Vol. XXV., Xo. 10, in a brief, hastily written arti-

cle, I announced that I had, as I believed, discovered

that humaa blood corpuscles " are not, as heretofore

supposed, simply bi-concave disks ; but on the con-

trary, there may be seen, (by the use of Wale's Illu-

minator,) a nipple-like eminence in the centre of the

concavity of each well-formed disc. This papillary

eminence is about .00,000,1 of an inch in diameter at

its base. That it is a true anatomical form, and not
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a change incidental to dessication, etc., is shown by-

its appearance at the instant of withdrawal of any

given specimen, while the corpuscles are. still plump

and smooth in all other respects."

Continued investigation on this important subject

has served only to confirm the announcement then

made ; and having had the opportunity of exhibiting

corpuscles as herein described, to several eminent

men of acknowledged scientific ability, and having

received their opinion in corroboration of my own; I

propose to set forth in this paper the views heretofore

entertained upon this subject, and in contradistinc-

tion present my own more fully, illustrated by ac-

companying diagrams, which were drawn by an artist

who had never before seen blood corpuscles, and,

consequently to be taken, as unprejudiced testimony.

Among physiologists and microscopic anatomists

there has been but one generally expressed opinion

as set forth in standward works, illustrated and other-

wise : to wit, that the human blood corpuscle is non-

nucleated.

It may appear incautious, and even rash, to array

one's self against evidence so weighty, but my con-

victions have ripened under careful and persistent

investigation, and I deem the announcement timely

and worthy of earnest attention.

As all investigators are so nearly in harmony on

the subject of the anatomy of these organic forms,

the methods of observation having been uniformly

the same, it is deemed unnecessary to state their

views at length.

In presenting my own views in contradistinction

to them, I will call especial attention to my method

of investigation. Heretofore all examinations of

blood corpuscles have been made by transmitted

light, from which we might anticipate, a priori, that,

with instruments of the same degree of perfection,

similar results would be obtained. On the contrary,

all ofthe research upon which my present convictions

are cased has been prosecuted by the use of reflected

light ; the object resting upon a polished jet slide.

The accompanying diagrams set forth faithfully the

appearance made manifest by this method when
properly pursued.

DIAGRAM I.

Diagram I.

—

a, represents the perfect, human
blood corpuscle. It will be seen that the centre pre-

sents a slight elevation, surrounded by an annular

depression, while the circumference of the disc is,,

comparatively, thick, smooth and rounded.

b, represents a disc with serrated and shriveled

margin, with a perfect central elevation remaining.

c, a corpuscle without the central elevation.

d, is a hypothetical diagram of a disc placed upon

its edge.

DIAGRAM II.

Diagram II.

—

a, represents the perfectly formed,

oval and characteristic disc, or globule, of the frog.

In the central portion may be seen an oval depres-

sion, in the center of which can be observed the ele-

vation representing the nucleus. The margin is

shown to be rounded, smooth and thickened.

b, is like the former in every respect except the

central papilla is absent.

c, a shriveled corpuscle.

d, corpuscle as it would appear set upon its edge.

It will be seen from the foregoing explanation that

these bodies do not all possess a nucleus, or central

elevation. In fact, there are in both the human
blood and that of the frog a large proportion, perfect

in every other respect, that do not possess this pecu-

liarity. Whether this fact is due to an absence of

this feature on one of the surfaces of the corpuscle or

to its non-existence in a certain per centage of cases,

I am undetermined.

I have, as yet, examined but few pathological speci-

mens. In one instance, however, in a case of ad-

vanced Typhoid fever, the corpuscles, without excep-

tion, were found serrated, shriveled and distorted in

the most remarkable manner, with the exception of

the nucleated centre. This seemed to maintain its

integrity.

The reader, by reference to the diagrams, will ob-

serve that the corpuscles, both of the human and rep-

tilian blood, are analogous in their general features,

as, witness the elevated nuclei in the centre, the sur-

rounding depression and the elevated margins, to-

gether with the entire absence of nuclei in nearly

equal proportions of each. It will also be observed
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that certain numbers are imperfect in outline, as if

affected by disintegration ; and this is true of a simi-

lar proportion of every specimen that I have ever ex-

amined. This apparent analogy of form and feature

between mammalian and reptilian corpuscles only

supports what is generally acknowledged should ob-

tain with these bodies in order to bring them in har-

mony with the known homology of other tissues,

from whatever species of animal obtained. I believe

that it is never denied that nerve, muscular, bony

and other tissues, when compared with their kind,

are essentially alike in their anatomical constitution.

Why should blood tissue form an exception to this

general rule ? Do not the corpuscles perform the

very same function, whether floating in the blood of

a reptile or in the vessels of man ?

With one exception I have not, as yet, extendedmy
observations to the condition of blood discs in the

various parts of the body. . In the spleen pulp I found

them mainly imperfect in form, being generally ser-

rated, shriveled, and seldom nucleated. Hsematine,

in granulated masses, was seen interspersed among

the corpuscles. White corpuscles, in great numbers,

were arranged around the margin of the specimen.

The Illuminator does not reveal any thing unusual

concerning the white corpuscles; they merely appear

as non-nucleated, globular bodies. It is remarkable,

however, that they never associate themselves with

the red discs, there seeming to be a perfect antago-

nism of position.

Cultivation of Opium in the United States.

Continued attention is given to the produc-

tion of this drug in the United States. Recent
tests go far to show that the quality of the

opium raised in several sections of the coun-

try is good.

The editor of the American Journal of Phar-

macy has made an assay of some laudanum
made from Virginia opium, and finds that it

equals in strength fair Turkey opium. On the

contrary, Vermont opium is condemned as

being merely an extract of "poppy leaves and
stalks, with a little true opium juice, very
variable in composition, and wholly unfit to

replace the foreign drug except in very large

doses.

This defective quality is attributed to the

mode of manufacture, described at length in

the semi-weekly Tribune of March 5th by the

inventor. The main features of this process

are grinding and pressure, with use of some
alcohol to extract the morphine. The juice

thus obtained is dried, and then packed for

sale. We agree with the Journal of Phar-
macy that it must be impossible to obtain a

good quality of opium by this process, but we
are uninformed whether the proper method

SOCIETIES. [Vol. XX.

obtains opium of good quality and in good

quantity from poppies grown so far North.

Mr. Robertson, the successful producer in

Virginia, states that his experience is very

limited, he having only cultivated the poppy
in a garden on very rich soil, where the yield

of opium was very great ; he neither measured

the land nor weighed the opium. He ik satis-

fied that a deep rich soil is essential to a large

yield ; the poppy has a long tap root, which
enables it to stand severe drought, provided the

tap root can penetrate the soil to a sufficient

depth. He thinks alluvial soils are best. The
young plant is very tender, of slow growth,

and cannot be successfully transplanted. The
seed should be put in drills about three feet

wide, the plants standing from one foot to

eighteen inches apart, or even more, as it is a
very vigorous grower. The last of July or

early in August is a good time to sow the seed,

as the plants stand the winter without injury.

The single poppy he found to yield more
opium than the double, and there is less trou-

ble in obtaining it from the capsules. The
single white poppy, or rather the poppy with

white seeds, is generally considered the true

opium plant. When the capsules are about

half grown, or three or four days after the

flower has dropped, is the proper time to

make several longitudinal incisions on the

capsule, taking care not to cut through the

capsule.

The incisions should be made during the

latter part of the day, and the thickened juice

which exudes during the night scraped off the

next morning with a dull knife. When it be-

comes sufficiently dried it can be put up in any

shape or size that is desired.

—

Scientific Amer-
ican.

Medical Societies.

AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE TWENTIETH
ANNUAL SESSION.

Continued from p 410.

Dr. J. J. Woodward, U. S. A., Chairman of

the Committee on Nominations reported the

following

:

New Orleans, La., May 6, 1869.

The Committee on Nominations unanimous-

ly report

:
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For President—George Mendenhall, Ohio.

For Vice Presidents
—"Warren Stone, Lou-

isiana ; Louis A. Sayre, Kew York; F. Gur-

ney Smith, Pennsylvania; John S. Moore,

Missouri.

For Assistant Secretary—Wm, Lee, District

of Columbia.

For Treasurer—Caspar Wister, Pennsylva-

nia.

For Librarian—Robert Reyburn, District of

Columbia.

Committee of Arrangements—Thomas Anti-

sell, chairman, Robert Reyburn, C. M. Ford,

L. W. Ritchie, W. J. C. Duhamel, D. R. Hag-
ner, C. F. Xally, District of Columbia.

Committee of Publication—F. Gurney Smith,

Pa. , Chairman ; W. B. Atkinson, Pa.; A. J.

Semmes, Ga.; Robert Reyburn, D. C.
;
Caspar

Wister, Pa.; H. F. Askew, Del.; Wm. May-
burry, Pa.

Committee on Medical Literature—J. J. Wood-
ward, U. S. A., Chairman ; Wr

. H. Anderson,

Ala.; Theophilus Parvin, Ind. ; Hosmer A.
Johnson, 111.; C. W. Parsons, R. I.

Committee on Prize Essays—Grafton Tyler,

D. C, Chairman; X. L. Lincoln, D. C; N".

R. Smith, Md.; G. W. Miltenberger, Md.; J.

W. R. Dunbar, Md.
Committee on Education—T. G. Richardson,

La., Chairman; E. W. Jenks, Mich.; E. S.

Gaillard, Ky.; W. M. McPheeters, Mo.
Committee on Epidemics—Add the following

to fill vacancies : J. K. Bartlett, Wis.; J. D.

Jackson, Ky.

Time for meeting, in "Washington, first

Tuesday in May, 1870.

J. J. Woodward , U. S. A.,

Chairman.

The report was unanimously adopted.

Dr. Herrick, Louisiana, offered the follow-

ing amendment to the Code of Ethics on the

duties of physicians to each other and the pro-

fession at large.

ART. 1. DUTIES FOR THE SUPPORT OF PRO-

FESSIONAL CHARACTER-PROPOSED AMEND-
MENT—ADDITIONAL SECTION.

Sec. 5. The spirit of trade and of gain from
merchandise should by all means be dissocia-

ted from the practice of a liberal profession,

and it is important that practitioners should

not allow their pecuniary interests to compro-
mise their duties to their patients. Therefore,
in cities and other communities where the

services of competent apothecaries can con-

veniently be obtained, physicians should re-

sign to them the whole business and profits

of dispensing medicines.

Laid over to next yearly session.

Dr. Davis, Chairman of the Committee on

Yarious Propositions and Communications for

Medical Societies, etc., offered the following

report. The resolutions were adoi^ted and re-

ferred to the Committee of Publication.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON YARIOUS
PROPOSITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM
MEDICAL SOCIETIES, &C
After a fair examination of the various pro-

positions concerning medical education, medi-

cal legislation, and ethical regulations for medi-

cal colleges, referred to your committee, we
respectfully submit the following report

:

Whereas, The results of all the efforts made during the

last twenty-five years, to elevate the standard of medical

education through concert ef action among the numerous
medical colleges of this country, have proved with equal

clearness that such concert of action in an efficient man*
ner is unattainable, therefore,

Resolved, That whatever is done to establish and main-

tain a just and fair standard of medical education through-

out our whole country, must be done by the profession it-

self, through its own voluntary organizations, in the same
manner that it now establishes and enforces its code of

ethics. The profession is as competent to declare, through

its representatives in the national, state, and local socie-

ties, what shall be the standard of attainments for those

to be recognized and admitted into its ranks, and to es-

tablish the boards or agencies by which compliance with

such standard shall be ascertained, as it is to declare what
shall be the ethical rules governing the conduct of those

already admitted.

Resolved, That this Association earnestly requests each
State medical society to appoint annually one or more
boards of examiners, composed of five thoroughly qualified

members, whose duty it shall be to meet at suitable times

and places, for the examination of all persons, whether
graduates of colleges or not, who propose to enter upon
the practice of medicine in their respective States, except

such as have been previously examined and licensed by a

similar board in some other State.

Resolved, That each State medical society be requested

to make such regulations concerning the pay of the boards

of examiners, and the fee to be charged for a license to

practice, that the former shall in no case depend on the

amount received from the latter.

Resolved, That each State medical society be requested

to require its examining board or boards to exact of every

applicant for examination, adequate proof that he has a
proper general education ; is twenty -one years of age, and
has pursued the study of medicine three full years, one

year of which time shall have been in some regularly or-

ganized medical college, whose curriculum embraces ade-

quate facilities for didactic, demonstrative, and hospital

clinical instruction.

Resolved, That each State Medical Society be requested

to act on the foregoing propositions at the next regular

annual meeting after the reception of copies of the same,

and if approved and adopted by the State Medical Socie-

ties of two-thirds of the States, this Association shall deny
representation from all organizations who longer refuse
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to comply with the same, and shall recommend the State

societies to do the same, and all persons who, after that

date, seek to enter upon the practice of medicine without

first receiving a license from some State Board of Ex-

aminers, shall he treated ethically as irregular practi-

tioners.

Resolved, That in adopting the foregoing resolutions, hy

which it is proposed to treat the medical college diploma

the same as the diploma of any literary college, this Asso-

ciation is actuated hy no desire to injure the medical

schools of our country. On the contrary, by the adoption

of the fourth resolution at the same time that the value
of the mere college diploma is practically nullified, it is

the desire, and confident expectation, that those institu-

tions will he greally benefitted ; because they will be

forced to rival each other in the extent and efficiency of

their courses of instruction, instead of the number of di-

plomas which they can annually distribute.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

N. S. Davis,

Paul F. Eve,
E. S. Gaillakd,
E. Lfe Jones,

J. K. Bartlett.
On motion of Dr. Davis, it was
Resolved, That a special committee of three be ap-

pointed by the President to present copies of the reso-

lutions adopted before the several State medical socie-

ties at as early a period as possible.

Committee : Dr. Davis. 111.; J. S. "Weatherly,

Ala.; J. M. Toner, D. C.

Dr. Chaille, of Louisiana, chairman of com-

mittee, presented the following report on

medical nomenclature, which was received

and adopted, and referred to Committee of

Publication

:

The Committee on the Nomenclature of

Diseases have the honor to report that it has

examined the "Provisional Nomenclature of

the Royal College of Physicians" of London,
and is of the opinion that it is desirable for

this association to recommend and adopt the

same for general use in this country, with

such modications as, on deliberate considera-

tion, may appear to be necessary. The fol-

lowing resolutions are, therefore, submitted :

1. Resolved, That a special committee of fifteen be ap-
pointed by the President to take this subject into deliber-

ate consideration, and to report at the next annual ses-

sion what alterations, if any, are necessary to adopt the
proposed nomenclature to general use in the United
States.

2. That this committee be authorized to fill up any va-

cancies which may occur upon it.

3. That the Committee on Publication be authorizedto
publish, for general distribution, one thousand copies of

the English and Latin portions of this nomenclature,
under the designation of the Proposed Nomenclature,
prefacing the same with such remarks as may be deemed
necessary to secure the criticism and co-operation of as

large a number of American medical men as practicable.

4. That the committee hereby appointed be directed

to araw the attention ofthe Surgeon General of the army,
of the Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery of the
navy, and of the Superintendent of the Census, to the

question ol their official adoption of the proposed No-
menclature ; to invite them to appoint whom they see fit

to represent them on this committee ; and to solicit such
cooperatiou as may be necessary to accomplish the pur-
pose desired, viz : the final adoption of such nomencla-
ture and classification as will receive the conjoint appro-

val of the official medical bureaus of the Gorernui.nt
and of the general profession.

Stanford E. Chaille, M. D.. Chairman.

J. J. "Woodward, United States Army ; A.

B. Palmer, Michigan ; F. G. Smith, Pennsyl-

vania ; J. F. Ileustis, Alabama, Committee.

In accordance with the above, the following

Committee of fifteen was appointed :

Francis G. Smith, Pa., Chairman; J. J.

Woodward, U. S. A. ; R. F. Michel, Alabama;
A. B. Palmer, Michigan; S. E. Chaille, Loui-

siana; L. P. Yandell, Jr.. Kentucky; Austin

Flint. New York ; Alonzo Clark, New York :

Geo. B. "Wood, Pennsylvania ; S. H. Dickson,

Pennsylvania; E. Jams, Massachusetts; T.

Parvin, Indiana; W. M. McPiieeters, Mis-

souri ; E. M. Snow, Pthode Island ; N. Pink-

ney, LT . S. N.

Capt. Neal, of the steamer Richmond, in-

vited the members to take an excursion at 5

P. M.
On motion of Dr. J. P. Garrish of N. Y., the

invitation was accepted and a vote of thanks

was tendered to Capt. Neal.

On motion of Dr. Garrish, New York, also

a vote of thanks was offered to the New Or-

leans, Jackson and Great Northern Railroad,

for agreement to pass members back free, and

to the Morgan line of steamers and the Mobile

and Ohio Railroad for their courtesy in tender-

ing free passes to delegates and members who
return homeward by those lines.

Dr. Gaillard, Kentucky, offered the follow-

ing, after some preliminary remarks :

Resolved, That the adoption of a uniform rate of colle-

giate fees—$120 being the minimum—be accepted as the

sentiment and desire of this Association.

Dr. Logan, of Alabama, moved to amend by

inserting S140.

After considerable discussion, the fees were

placed at SI20.

Dr. "Woodward proposed as a special com-

mittee on the relative advantages of Syme's

and Pirogoff ?

s mode of amputating at the an-

kle—Dr. G. A. Otis, V. S. A., chairman : Dr.

J. D. Holloway, of Louisville, Kentucky.

Dr. Bemiss proposed Dr. John Waters, of

St. Louis, Mo., as a special committee on the

Doctrine of Force—Physical and Viral.

Dr. A. M. Pollock, of Pennsylvania, pre-

sented this amendment to the Constitution:

Resolved, That all county medical societies shall be re-

quired to elect a coinniitree annually, whose duty it shall

be to examine all applicants for admission as students

under the tuition ot its members, and that no member of

any county madical society shall receive any such appli-
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cant until such applicant shall present a certificate from
said committee, testifying that he has a good English

education, and a sufficient knowledge of Greek and Latin

to enahle him to pursue his studies with advantage.

Laid over under the rules.

Dr. Toner, D. C, moved that a committee

on variola be appointed—Dr. Joseph Jones,

Chairman. Adopted.

Dr. Pinkney, TJ. S. N"., made the following

statement respecting relative grades of rank.

The paper was ordered to be spread on the

minutes

:

Gentlemen of tlie A. M. Association

:

I have no special report to present to your

honorable body ; but I would crave your in-

dulgence while 1 read to you a brief statement

prepared on the instant.

It has been my pride and pleasure on man}'

occasions to appear before you as a delegate

on behalf of the navy of the U. S. I am again

by your council board to refresh myself at the

fountain which at the touch of our noble pro-

fession, gives forth the waters of refreshment.

The subject of the medieal staff rank was
brought to your notice in 1848, when, for the

first time, it was my privilege to join in your

deliberations. From that period to the pres-

ent, your influence has been asked and most
cordially and persistently given. In 1846,

relative staff rank was established by the De-
partment, and in 1854, Congress gave to it the

full force and effect of law. The highest rank

then conferred was that of commander. In

1863, the relative rank of commodore and cap-

tain was established by Department regulation.

The Hon. Senator, Mr. Grimes, reported a

bill for the reorganization of the navy, which

passed the Senate with singular unanimity.

This bill created two higher grades. There

were objectionable features in it, so far as the

staff corps were concerned. The most objec-

tionable was the term " junior to that grade."

When the bill was before the Naval Commit-

tee of the House, I had an interview with

Vice Admiral Porter and pointed out to him
the ground of objection to this bill. He at

once expressed his willingness to have it

stricken out, and authorized me to say so to the

Chairman of the Naval Committee. I did so.

Admiral Porter subsequently wrote a letter

making this suggestion, which was transmitted

by me to the Hon. Mr. Scofield.

There has been a great deal written touch-

ing this bill, so far as it related to the staff.

While I admit that it was not all that I de-

sired, I still considered the establishing of two

higher grades and incorporation in it of the

suggestion of Admiral Porter a decided gain,

and advocated its passage. I was satisfied

that it was an impossibility to so frame a law

as to give entire satisfaction to all. Such a

feat never has been and never will be accom-

plished. I am no Utopian dreamer. It is

only by mutual conciliation in a true spirit of

compromise that conflicting interests can be

harmonized.

A mere regulation of the Department es-

tablishing higher grades of relative rank, is of

no binding effect without the sanction of Con-

gress. If one Secretary could by regulation

establish so important a principle, another

could as easily revoke it. This led me to seek

with others to obtain the sanction of Congress.

A right so sacred and important as that of

rank, should be settled and established by

law and not left to the caprice of any one

man, however wise or just. I considered then

as I consider now, that the bill of Mr. Grimes,

with the suggestion of Admiral Porter, was as

good a bill to start with as we could obtain,

and I for one was not prepared to oppose its

passage in the House, because it did not secure

to us all we wished. So far as Admiral Porter

is concerned, I know, and am proud to say,

that the Medical Corps has no truer friend

than he. Bold as he is in spirit, jealous as he

is of the just fame and rights of the line, he

appreciates what is due to us. The Medical

Corps were never placed on a firmer basis

than at the present moment, and I have full

confidence that all proper rank will be speedi-

ly accorded to it by the next Congress. Ad-

miral Porter will do what he thinks right and

nothing will deter him. He never forgets the

claims of justice nor cowers before opposition

when justice hangs in the balances. I make

this public declaration because it is due to

him and to ourselves.

Thanking you for your past aid and encour-

agement, and feeling always sure of your

sympathy and support, I am proud of the priv-

ilege of submitting to you this brief statement.

It does not seem to be just that I should

close this statement without according to the

Hon. Wm. Grimes, the honor due to him by
bearing my humble testimony to his devotion

to the Xavy, and rare familiarity with all that

affects either its character, usefulness or ef-

ficiency.

Association adjourned to meet at 9 o'clock

A. M., Friday, May 7.
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Friday, May 7.

The Association met at 9 o'clock, the Presi-
dent, Dr. Baldwin, in the chair.

Dr. Joseph Jones, Louisiana, presented a

number of specimens of pathology, anatomy,
and natural history. The explanations were
very interesting, and elicited highly compli-
mentary remarks.
On motion of Dr. Garrish, New York, the

thanks of the Association were tendered to

Dr. Jones.

The President appointed as delegates to

the Canadian Medical Association : Drs. H.F.
Askew, Delaware ; R. Miller, Alabama ; J.

M. Bush, Kentucky ; N. S. Davis, Illinois ; B.
H. Biggs, Alabama, and J. P. Garrish, New
York.

To the International Medical Association :

Drs. W. J. C. Duhamel, District of Columbia

;

Jos. Berney, Alabama; E. L. Jones, New
York; B. F. Dawson, New York; Joseph
Jones, New Orleans ; G. C. Blackman, Ohio.

To the British Medical Congress : Drs. F.
A. Ross, Alabama; Donald Mclean, Ky.
Delegate to Association of Superintendent

of Insane Asylums, Dr. Robert Reyburn, Dis-

trict of Columbia.
On motion, Dr. Jos. Jones of La., was added

to Committee on Establishment of National
Medical College.

On motion of Dr. F. G. Smith, of Pennsyl-
vania, the following resolution was unani-

mously adopted by a vote of the members
present, standing as a mark of respect

:

Resolved, That the thanks of this "Association" are
justly due and are hereby tendered to the President for

the uniform kindness and courtesy with which he has
presided over the deliberations, and to the Committee of
Arrangements, the physicians and citizens of New Or-
leans for the generous hospitality and fraternal kindness
with which we have been received and treated during
our sojourn in their city, with the assurance that the
memories of this visit will always be among the bright-
est and most endearing of our lives.

Resolved, That we also present our thanks to the various

railroad and steamboat companies, who have so liberally

extended to us facilities of transportation, and to the

daily press for their efficient aid in reporting the proceed-

ings of this meeting.

On motion of Dr. J. S. Moore, of Missis-

sippi, the following preamble and resolutions

were adopted

:

Whereas, The contract system is contrary to medical
ethics,

Resolved, That all contract physicians, as well as those

guilty of bidding for practice at less rates than those es-

tablished by a majority of regular graduates of the same
locality, be classed as irregular practitioners.

The section on Meteorology, Medical Topo-
graphy and Epidemics, reported their minutes,

which were read and referred to Committee
of Publication.

The section on Practical Medicine and Ob-

stetrics reported, which was also referred

to Committee of Publication.

On motion, the resolutions appended to the

paper on training of nurses were adopted.

The section on Medical Jurisprudence, Hy-
giene, and Physiology reported. Report ac-

cepted and referred to Committee on Publica-

tion.

The section on Surgery reported their min-

utes, which were read and similarly referred.

As'the section on Psychology had not or-

ganized, on motion, the report of the delegate

to the Association of Superintendents of In-

sane Asylums, which had been referred to it,

was referred to the Committee of Publication,

with instructions to publish only that portion

which had not previously appeared in any

publication.

The President appointed Dr. J. M. Toner
the special committee of one, at Washington,

D. C, to assist the Librarian of Congress to

keep the books of the Association

:

On motion of Dr. Toner, D. C, a paper of-

fered at last session by Dr. Jos. Jones of La.,

on Albinism, &c.,was referred to theOommit-
tee of Publication.

On motion for adjournment, the President

delivered the following address, which was
unanimously ordered to be published in the

minutes of the Association :

Gentlemen—Before I submit the motion

just made, and which, when adopted, will

practically close my official relations to this

body, allow me to return you my most cordial

and grateful thanks for the unvarying kind-

ness which I have received at your hands.

Whatever my future lot in life may be, the

world holds no honors which to me can equal

those conferred by you. The fraternal good-

will which has so conspicuously marked your

deliberations has been to me a matter of infi-

nite satisfaction and pride, and will not be the

least among the grateful memories which will

gladden my heart as I may hereafter review

the incidents ofmy official connection with you.

To win your judgment and approval, to hold

up the dignity of fellowship, the usefulness of

association and the interest and prosperity of

the profession at large have certainly occu-

pied my most anxious thoughts since my ele-

vation to this position
;
yet to cherish and

promote the intimate and cordial relations of

friendship between the individual members
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this Association against all sectional distinc-

tions or geographical lines, has also been

among the chief objects of my ambition and

the earnest desires of my heart. Could I now
believe that my efforts have contributed in the

slightest degree to enlarging that harmony of

sentiment and fraternal feeling which has

been so apparent throughout this meeting, I

should feel that I had commenced at least to

make some return for the great honor and
kindness received at your hands.

It now only remains for me, gentlemen, to

again express to you my thanks, to wish you
a safe return to your homes and labors, a

happy reunion with your friends and families

and to pronounce that sad word, over which
the heart of friendship would fain linger, as I

bid you an affectionate farewell.

The Assocition then adjourned to meet in

Washington, D. C, first Tuesday in May,
1870.

ORGANIZATION OF THE GREENE CO.
(PA.) MEDICAL SOCIETY.

Agreeable to previous announcement, quite

a number of the Physicians of Greene county

met in Convention in Waynesburg, on Tues-

day, the 11th of May, at one o'clock, P. M.
The Convention was organized temporarily by
calling Dr. John B. Laidly to the chair, and
electing Dr. T. W. Ross Secretary pro tern.

The Constitution of the State Medical So-

ciety was read, when it was resolved that the

Physicians of Greene county organize them-
selves into a permanent Medical Society, that

shall be and remain as an auxiliary to the

State Medical Society and the American Medi-
cal Association. The objects of which shall be
the advancement of knowledge on all subjects

connected with the healing art, the elevation

of the character, and the protection of the

proper rights and interests of those engaged
in the practice of Medicine, and the study of

the means calculated to render the Medical
profession most useful to the public and sub-

servient to the great interests of humanity.

On motion, the Convention proceeded to

the election of permanent officers, which re-

sulted in the selection of the following named
physicians : President, Dr. A. Patton ; Vice
President, Dr. A. G. Cross; Corresponding
Secretary, Dr. L. H. Laidly

;
Recording Sec-

retary, Dr. B. M. Blachly; Treasurer, Dr.

T. W. Ross.

Doctors D. W. Braden, T. R. Rogers and
S. Smith were appointed a committee to frame
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a Constitution and By-laws for the government
of this Society, to be reported at its next
meeting.

On motion, the Convention adjourned to

meet in Waynesburg, on Tuesday, May 25th
inst., at one o'clock, P. M.

J. B. Laidley,
President pro tern.

T. W. Ross,

Secretary pro tern.

The Police Surgeons and Patrolmen.

The following General Order was issued

last week by Superintendent Kennedy, ©f the

New York Metropolitan Police

:

1. At a meeting of the Board, held May 22,
inst., the following amendments were made to
the Rules and Regulations of the Metropolitan
Police Force

;
and, as so amended, will be ob-

served by the officers and members of the
Force, viz

:

Rule 34 to read as follows :
" 34. The Board

of Surgeons shall make arrangements so that
a Surgeon of adequate skill shall always be in
attendance at the Central Department, and the
Board of Surgeons shall be responsible for the
proper performance of the duties of the posi-

tion."

Rule 81 to read as follows :
" 81. When a

transfer is made of any member attached to

his District, the Surgeon shall immediately re-

port in writing to the Surgeon of the District

to which the transfer is made, whether any and
what time has been lost by sickness, with the
disease and circumstance of the case, as fully

and particularly as is required in the monthly
reports of the Chief Clerk."
Rule 95 to read as follows :

" 95. He shall

reside in his Surgeon's District, unless other-

wise allowed by the Board of Metropolitan
Police."
Rule 493 to read as follows :

" 493. When a
member of the force shall be transferred to a
Precinct in another Surgeon's District, the
Captain shall give notice of such transfer to

the Surgeon respectively of the district from
which and to which the transfer is made."

2. At the same meeting of the Board the
following resolution was adopted—of which
you will give special and particular notice to

each member of your command, and, in case
of violation, you will make charge in due form

:

"Resolved, That members of the Force are prohibited

from applying to druggists or doctors (except Police Sur-

geons) for medicines to be used by themselves ; and from
keeping at the Station House, or carry on their persons

any medicines, unless such medicines are prescribed, in

each case, by a Police Surgeon. A violation of this reso-

lution will subject the ofiending party to fine or dismissal

from the force." John A. Kennedy, Sup't.

Geo.W. Dilks, Inspector.

Very active—The matrimonial mar-

ket. See our columns. A sign of prosperity.

The prospect of " good crops" -does it all.
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S. W. BUTLER, M. D. , & 0. G. BRINTON, M. D., Ed«.

8^- Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and

Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence,

News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

To insure publication, articles must \>e practical

,

brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

We particularly value the practical experience ol coun-

try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfully belougs to the profession.

Law Regulating the Confinement of the Insane.

Two years a<zo a committee was appointed

"by the State Medical Society to prepare a

draft of a law regulating the admission of pa-

tients into hospitals for the insane, and their

discharge therefrom. The committee consisted

of Drs. Trail Green, John Cuewen. James
King, J. S. Crawford, John L. Atlee, and

R. J. Dtjnglison—every one of them well

known physicians, of high standing in their

several communities. The committee per-

formed its duty, and presented an able memo-
rial to the last Legislature, accompanied by

the draft of an act. This draft was made the

basis of an act which was passed by the Le-

gislature. The modifications were suggested

by some parties from this city, who sought to

engraft on the act some very objectionable

features. In this, they were only partially

successful. The suggestions made by these

irresponsible parties are not improvements on

the original act as recommended by the com-

mittee, as will be seen by the comparison of

the two acts given below. We venture to

predict that time will show the necessity of

modifying the act, and that it will ultimately

be brought into closer accord with the original

recommendation of the committee.

We herewith present the act, section by
section, with such comments as suggest them-

selves.

AX ACT
To provide for the Admission of certain classes

of the Insane into Hospitals for the Insane in

this Commonioealth, and their Discharge there-

from.
Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and

House of Representatives of the Common-
wealth of Pennsj-lvania, in General Assembly
met, and it is hereby enacted by the authority
of the same, that insane persons maybe placed
in a hospital for the insane, by their legal

guardians, or by their relatives or friends, in
case they have no guardians 5 but never with-
out the certificate of two or more reputable
physicians, after a personal examination,
made within one week of the date thereof;
and this certificate to be dul}' acknowledged
and sworn to, or affirmed, before some magis-
trate or judicial officer, who shall certify to

the genuineness of the signature, and to the
respectability of the signers.

This section is an exact transcript of that

proposed by the committee of the State Medi-
cal Society.

Section 2. That it shall be unlawful, and
be deemed a misdemeanor in law, punishable
by a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars,
for any superintendent, officer, physician, or
any other emplo3ree of any insane asylum, to
intercept, delay, or interfere with, in any man-
ner whatsoever, the transmission of any letter
or other written communication addressed by
an inmate of any insane asylum to his or her
counsel residing in the county in which the
home of the patient is, or in the city or county
in which the asylum is located.

This section does not appear in the draft of

I
the committee. It was evidently prepared by
some one who knows nothing at all about the

insane, and its wording is inconsistent with

that of other parts of the act.

Sec. 3. On a written statement, properly
sworn to or affirmed, being addressed by some
respectable person, to any law judge, that a
certain person then confined in a hospital for

the insane, is not insane, and is thus injustly

deprived of his liberty, the judge shall issue a
writ of habeas corpus commanding that the
said alleged lunatic be brought before him for

a public hearing, where the question of his or
her alleged lunacy may be determined, and
where the onus of proving the said alleged
lunatic to be insane shall rest upon such per-
sons as are restraining him or her of his or her
liberty.

This section is radically changed. The com-
mittee recommended in the supposed case,

that " the judge, at his discretion, shall appoint

a commission of three persons, one of whom,
at least, shall be a physician, and another a

lawyer, who shall hear such evidence as may
be offered touching the merits of the case, and
without summoning the party to meet them,

shall have a personal interview with him, so

managed, as to prevent him, if possible, from

suspecting its objects. They shall report their

proceedings to the judge, and if, in their

opinion, the party is not insane, the judge

shall issue an order for his discharge." Which
is the more humane and sensible provision of

of the two, we leave to the judgment of our

readers.
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The remaining sections, with the exception

of the last, which has been added, are esssen.

tially the same as those recommended by the

committee. The act proposed by the commit-

tee was consistent throughout, in wording and
aim, and fully up to the intelligence and hu-

manity of the age. The inconsistencies appar-

ent in the act as passed, the committee must not

be held responsible for. It is a shame in this

nineteenth century, to see an act on our statue

books marred by the language of ignorance

and superstition.

Sec. 4. Whenever any person is acquitted
in a criminal suit on the ground of insanity,

the. jury shall declare this fact in their verdict

;

and the court shall order the prisoner to be
committed to some place of confinement, for

safe keeping or treatment ; there to be retained
until he may be discharged in the manner pro-

vided for in the next section.

Sec. 5. If, after a confinement of three
months duration, any law Judge shall be satis-

fled by the evidence presented to him that the
prisoner has recovered, and that the paroxysm
of insanity in which the criminal act was com-
mitted, was the first and only one he had ever
experienced, he may order his conditional dis-

charge ; if, however, it shall appear that such
paroxysm of insanity was preceded by at least

one other, then the court may, in its discretion,

appoint a guardian of his person, and to him
commit the care of the prisoner, said guardian
giving bonds for any damage his ward may
commit : Provided, always, that in case of hom-
icide, or attempted homicide, the prisoner shall

not be discharged, unless in the unanimous
opinion of the Superintendent and of the man-
agers of the hospital and the court before
which he or she was tried, he or she has recov-
ered and is safe to be at large.

Sec. 6. Insane persons may be placed in a
hospital by order of any court or law judge,
after the following course of proceedings,
namely : on statement in writing, of any re-

spectable person, that a certain person is in-

sane, and that the welfare of himself or others
require his restraint, it shall be the duty of the
judge to appoint immediately a commission,
who shall inquire into and reports the facts of
the case. This commission shall De composed
of three persons, one of whom, at least, shall

be a physician, and another a lawyer. In
their requisition they shall hear such evidence
as shall be offered touching the merits of the
case, as well as the statements of the party
complained of, or of his council. If, in their

opinion, it is a suitable case for confinement,
the judge shall issue his warrant for such dis-

position of the insane person as shall secure
the object of the measure.

Sec. 7. On statement in writing to any law
judge by some friend of the party, that a cer-

tain person, placed in a hospital under the fifth

section, is losing his bodily health, and that
consequently his welfare would be promoted

by his discharge
;
or, that his mental disorder

has so far changed its character as to render
his further confinement unnecessary, the Judge
shall make suitable inquisition into the merits
of the case, and according to its result, may, or
may not, order the discharge of the person.

Sec. 8. Persons placed in any hospital for
the insane, may be removed therefrom by par-
ties who have become responsible for the pay-
ment of their expenses : Provided, that such
obligation was the result of their own free act
and accord, and not of the operation of law,
and that its terms require the removal of the
patient in order to avoid further responsibility.

Sec. 9. If it shall be made to appear to any
law judge that a certain insane person is man-
ifestly suffering from want of proper care or
treatment, he shall order such person to be
placed in some hospital for the insane at the
expense of those who are legally bound to
maintain such insane person; but no such
order shall be made without due notice of the
application therefor shall have been served
upon the persons to be affected thereby, and
hearing had thereon.
Sec. 10. If the superintendent or officers of

any hospital for the insane shall receive any
persons into the hospital after full compliance
with the provisions of this act, no responsi-
bility shall be incurred by them for any de-
tention in the hospital.

Sec. 11. That nothing in this act shall be
construed so as to deprive any alleged luna-
tic or habitual drunkard of the benefit of the
writ of habeas corpus, or trial by jury or any
other remedy guaranteed to alleged lunatics
or habitual drunkards by any existing laws or
statutes of the Commonwealth of Pennsylva-
nia.

Notes and Comments.

The Medical Society of New Jersey.

A generation has grown up in New Jersey

that knows not Joseph! For nearly twenty
years this journal has regularly received from
the Secretary announcements of the meetings
of the Society. This year no such notice was
received, though the physicians of that State

have for so long a time been in the habit of

looking to its columns for it. In consequence
of this oversight we have been deprived of the
privilege of being present, or of making any
provision for a report of the proceedings of the
103d annual session of the Society at Jersey
City, on the 25th and 26th ult. We have be-

fore us a newspaper report of the proceedings,

but evidently so inaccurate that we scarcely

dare touch it. Our friend, Dr. Corson, the

retiring President of the Society, might almost

maintain an action against the reporter (we
mean the newspaper "reporter") for " wil-

ful misrepresentation and slander" for his
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report of his address ! We understand from

the imperfect report before us, that about

fourteen counties were represented by about

eighty delegates—that the usual routine of

business was transacted—that the Report of

the Standing Committee indicated a condition

of health in the State that was anything but

promising for the income returns to the assess-

ors of tax for internal revenue—and that the

following were a portion of the officers elected

for the ensuing year—President, Dr. Wm.
Pierson, of Orange

;
Recording Secretary,

Dr. C. F. J. Lehlbach, of Newark.

Photographs of DistinguishedTPhysicians.

In the Reporter for the 1st of May, our

readers will find a list of portraits of the most
eminent European Physicians. They were
collected by Dr. Wm. H. Helm, and are of the

greatest interest to medical men. All the

bright lights of science are found among them,

and a physician could not have a more inter-

esting album than one made up of the photo-

graphs of these teachers whose names are

household words to all of us. For catalogue
?

prices, etc., address Dr. W. H. Helm, Sing

Sing, H. Y.

The New York Drug Bill.

The following bill was passed by the last

Legislature of New York :

Sec. 1. No person employed or in attend-
ance at any drug store or apotnecary shop
shall prepare a medical prescription, unless he
has served two years' apprenticeship in a
drug store, or is a graduate of a medical col-

lege or a college of pharmacy, except under
the direct supervision of some person possess-
ing some one of the before-mentioned qualifi-

cations ; nor shall any one having permanent
charge as a proprietor, or otherwise, in any
store in which drugs are sold by retail, or at
which medical prescriptions are put up for
sale or use, permit the putting up or prepara-
ration thereof therein, by any person, unless
such person has served two years as appren-
tice in a retail drug store, or is a graduate of a
medical college or a college of pharmacy.

Sec. 2. Any person violating the provisions
of this act shall be deemed guilty of a misde-
meanor, and shall be punished by a fine not
exceeding $100, ©r by imprisonment not to ex-
ceed six months in the county jail ; and in case
of death ensuing from such violations, the
person offending shall be deemed guilty of a
felony, and be punished by a fine not less than
$1,000, nor more than $5,000, or by imprison-
ment in the State Prison for a term of not less
than two years, nor more than four years, or
by both fine and imprisonment in the discretion
of the Court.
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Sec. 3. This act shall take effect immedi-
ately.

This act will do as a half-way measure, but

what we want is not merely care in putting up

prescriptions, but some guaranty that drugs

are not adulterated. This is not touched upon

in the New York Bill. "We shall positively

insist, in this State, that a diploma as M. D. is

qualification enough for the proprietor of a

drug store, a point designedly, we suppose,

overlooked in the draft of a bill sent to Har-

risburg by the Philadelphia druggists last win"

ter.

To Subscribers.

We have lately been preparing new mail

books, and our subscribers may notice some
errors in transcribing. In such case will they

be good enough to point them out? It has

been a formidable task, but it will much sim-

plify our future operations. We have left

ample space in our new books for new names.

Now, friends, Jill them up.

Good Appointments.

We notice that the Commissioners of Char-

ity and correction of the city of New York,

have appointed our confrere Dr. E. S. Dun-
ster, editor of the New York Journal of
Medicine, House Surgeon of the Infant's

Asylum on Ward's Island.

Dr. Louis Elsberg- has been appointed

by fthe Trustees of the University of New
York, a Clinical Professor in its Medical De-

partment, with special reference to diseases

of the throat and air passages.

This institution is erecting a magnificent

building especially adapted to medical educa-

tion, in the immediate vicinity of Bellevue

Hospital.

Medical Society of Indiana.

The Medical Society of the State of Indiana

met at Indianapolis, in the Senate Chamber,

on the 18th of May, Dr. Field, of Jeffersonville,

President, in the chair.

The attendance was large. A paper was

read, among others, entitled " Why Doctors

Disagree." If that question was settled, and

the doctors agreed not to disagree any more,

it was certainly a good meeting—and probably

was in any event. It would have been to the

advantage of the Society if its Secretary had

made a brief report of its proceedings for our

columns.
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The following officers were elected for the

coming year : President, George Sutton, of

Aurora ; Vice President, II . P. Ayers, of Fort

Wayne
;
Secretary, G. V. Woolen, Indianapo-

lis ; Assistant Secretary, W. J. Elstun, Indian-

apolis
;
Treasurer, W. J. Lyons, Huntington

;

Librarian, H. F. Barnes, Indianapolis.

Correspondence.

DOMESTIC.

On Carbolic Acid.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter :

Having seen a good deal written in the Re-
porter about the virtues of Carbolic Acid
and its almost universal adjunct Glycerine, I

thought it would not be amiss to add a mite of

the little experience I have had with them.
I will state that I do not believe they have
been too highly lauded.

Mr. A. G., ret. 45, farmer and habitual drink-

er, consulted me in regard to an abscess which
had formed in the palm of the hand. Depth
of abscess was three inches, the hand being
considerably swollen, and rapidly filling up
with fungous matter. I prescribed the follow-

ing:

R. Acid, carbolic, 3J.

Glycerine, ov^J- t1^-

A small portion to be thrown into the cavity

twice a day, and the orifice covered over with

lint, saturated with the mixture. The roller

was applied to relieve tumescence.

This treatment was persisted in for a week,

when the patient was discharged ; the part

having healed thoroughly.

Mrs. E., set. 50 years, came to me for the relief

of a gun shot wound of the arm, of several

months standing. Most of the load seemed to

have entered at the olecranon process. Many
shot penetrating the joint, while others glanced

down cutting furrows through the periosteum

on the posterior aspect of the ulna which was
covered by a thin dermoid tissue beneath

which a sinus extended from the olecranon

nearly to the hand. Anchylosis had taken

place. The probe revealed necrosis ofthe outer

condyle of humerus, and head and part of shaft

of ulna. A free incision was made from the

joint downward, the parts thoroughly cleaned

and the joint filled with the foregoing formula,

and closed over with lint saturated with the

same. This was continued until it healed up.

There is another agent I will include in this

brief report, which I think possesses very

valuable therapeutic properties, and may be

applied to all carious and necrosed osseous

surfaces with the happiest results. It is mu-

riatic acid. About two years ago I was con-

sulted by a mulatto woman who was suffering

with necrosis of the tarsal bones of one foot,

and of the distal extremity of the radius of the

same side, which condition was no doubt owing

to a syphilitic taint of the system. I chloro-

formed her, cut downupon the diseased bones,

and after cropping them as well as I could, and

thoroughly cleansing the parts with water in-

jections, I commenced the daily injections

of the following :

R. Acid muriatic, ^ij.

Aqua?, ^vj. 1^.

Of which a small syringeful was injected

night and morning.

As a constitutional corrective, I gave her

R. Potass. Iod., giij.

Hyd. Bicklo, grs. j.

Aquas, §iv. rrju.

A teaspoonful ter die.

The parts soon healed up nicely.

M.
Montgomery Co., Md., May 22, 1860.

Scarlet Fever—Convulsions.
Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter :

^Noticing your frequent request to have

communications made short and to the point,

I will without further ado sally forth
;
during

the early part of April I was in attendance on

several cases of scarlet-fever, of a malignant

type, and meeting with the success too gener-

ally met with, i. e. a partial success, I com-

menced " beating about'1 '' for some theory, old

or modern, on which to establish a new course

of treatment, when the fungi and animalcu-

lar view of the cause of scarlet fever and dip-

theria occurred to me, and simultaneously the

property possessed by carbolic acid, that of de-

stroying animalculrc, presented itself. Know-
ing that carbolic acid has been frequently

used as an application to scarlet fever and dip-

therial sore-throat with success, I determined

to go a step further, and meet the enemy in

the blood ; the case under my care at the

time, being a severe one, and succumbing

rapidly, I resolved at once to make a practi-

cal application, ordered the following pre-

scription :

R Acid. Carbolic, gr. xvj.

AquH3 Distil. f.^iv. f^.

Sig : Twenty-five drops every two hours,

and to be used as a wash for throat, and in-

jected into nasal passages. The child being
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very restless (daring night particularly,) show-

ing brain symptoms, and hence fearing

opium, I gave 5 grs. of Bromide Potassium

at bed-time. On making my visit the next day,

found the treatment had acted well ; I con-

tinued treatment, making no change whatever ;

case recovered ; from that time to the present

have depended entirely on this treatment

with marked success. It will be noticed I gave

the acid with distilled water ; I do this that

the acid may be untrammeled with vegetable

or animal matter found in syrups and common

water. I do not find on inquiry that carbolic

acid has been used internally in the two

diseases under consideration, viz: Scarlet

Fever and Diptheria. I claim, or desire

nothing, only to put before the medical pub-

lic that which I have tried and found to be

truly valuable, and I will go further, and say,

so far proving a specific.

I will conclude by relating two cases of

convulsions. Was called to sec Willie Henry

;

found him in convulsions—having laid in this

condition live hours—all the usual remedies

having been applied by a neighboring physi-

cian, before my arrival, without producing the

slightest amelioration in the symptoms ; indeed

the symptoms seemed to be tending towards

death ; I decided, with the sanction of Dr.

Randle, to use the hypodermic syringe-, in-

jected one-twelfth of a grain of morphia; sulph.

under the skin, over the deltoid, and in twenty

minutes convulsions gave way and he fell into

a quiet sleep ; has recovered—there being no

recurrence of the convulsions. I would here

state, that after the injection we watched the

pupils, which were, before the hypodermic use

of morphia, inordinately dilated, contracted

down to mere points, when, quiet sleep took

the place of the horrid convulsion, giving us

another proof of the great value of hypoderm-

ism. The second case of convulsions was

substantially a counterpart of the one just

described, treated the same with the same

happy result, sleep following in this case in

fifteen minutes. The above cases were chil-

dren of nervous temperaments; cause of con-

vulsions, shock
;
respective ages eight and five

years. Respectfully,

H. C. Paist.

NEWS AND MISCELLANY. [June 5,
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A Valuable Scientific Museum Destroy ed.

The St. Louis Academy of Science has re-

cently suffered the loss by fire of its valuable

collection of books, pamphlets, maps, etc.

The museum contained six hundred specimens

of marine shells, donated by the Smithsonian

Institute, and was unusually rich in crania,

skeletons of birds, and reptiles, together with

Dr. Pope's mounted skeletons of mammals,
purchased in Europe and transported at great

expense; also about 1,200 specimens of

minerals, embracing a full suit of Missouri

minerals and ore. There were also an ex-

tensive collection of bones and teeth of ex-

tinct animals, and fossil turtles collected from

the Mauvais Terre, Dakota, by Prof. Hayden ;

also the collection of rocks, illustrating

various geological periods, amounting to four

or five hundred specimens, including those

collected by Dr. Wizlizenus during Colonel
Doniphan's expedition toXew Mexico.

Decay of Erudite Physicians.

Speaking of the 17th century, M. Montanier
observes:—"One feels astonished, almost

alarmed, at the erudition exhibited by the men
of that period, whether magistrates, advocates,

Physicians, etc. In our own Profession, these

erudite and lettered men were very numerous,
and we are surprised by the deep and varied

knowledge of a Xaude, a Riolan, of a Guy-
Patin, and many others. Those even who did

not attain this highest reputation were yet

men of very great merit, and their vast erudi-

tion reflected a ray of brightness over the

whole Profession. In our own day, truly

erudite Physicians are indeed rare. Scarcely

can one name two or three in Paris, and these

may be said, as it were, to make erudition their

Profession. As to single Medical Practitioners

having a tincture of the history of their art and
profession, so few are they that it is doubtful

whether they could be counted. In my opin-

ion, this is a sad state of things."

The Illinois Legislature has passed a law

classifying drunkards with idiots and insane

people, and giving their property and per-

sons to the charge of guardians.

That is sensible and just. We wish more of

our State Legislatures would enact such laws.

It is said that Justus von Leibig, the

celebrated chemist, is making a great deal of

money out of the meat extract factory which

has been established at his suggestion in

South America and one-half of the profits of

which are paid to him.

We hope that will be the experience of our

townsman B. J. Crew, for his elegant ex-

tract of beef certainly deserves an extended

patronage.
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A Hygienic Ice Chest.

At the last meeting of the Massachusetts

Institute of Technology in Boston, Dr. Gar-

rett exhibited and explained what he called

a hygienic ice chest, which he claimed would

ventilate a room by means of ice. The appa-

ratus had the form of a secretary, the middle

portion containing ice, the lower recej)tacle

for the water from the melting of the ice, and

the upper portion containing convenient

shelves. He said the coldness of the ice

would make a downward draft of air through

a slit in the top of the apparatus, and that

the air thus cooled and deprived of its mois-

ture would issue from the sides into the apart-

ment, purified and refreshed. He added that

the noxious effluvia of the sick room would

thus be drawn in upon and condensed by the

ice, and remain in the water below. It was not

claimed that it supplied any oxygen to or

removed carbonic acid from the air of the

room, but that it removed unwholesome efflu-

via.

Mr. Lowe spoke of the hygienic importance

of the relative humidity of the air within and

out of doors, especially in sickness. This ap-

paratus, by its ice, would make the issuing air

drier, and, therefore, more healthful in the

dog days, when the damp air is so oppressive.

Moist air is the best conductor of odors, and

the moisture is lessened by the ice. He thought,

however, that the ice should be put in the

top and not in the middle portion of the ap-

paratus.

Mr. Duncklee made some remarks on the

importance of securing in our dwellings a

certain relative humidity, and said that from

40 to 65 per cent, is the best, both for sick and

well.

—

Scientific American .

Mortality in the Hotel Dieu.

Yicq. d' Az yr and Lavoisier having been

requested by the Academy of Sciences of Paris

to compare with respect to their relative mor-

tality the Hotel Dieu and La Charite, have

signed a report in which the following passage

occurs: " The Hotel Dieu, in fifty-two years,

out of 1,008,741 patients has lost 244,720^ a

proportion of one in four and a half. La-

Charite, which has only had a mortality of

one in seven and a half, has lost 168,700.

From these statistics results the fearful con-

sideration that the Hotel Dieu has in fifty-

two years cost France 99,044 citizens, whose

lives would have been preserved if the Hotel

Dieu had enjoyed as favourable position as

that of La Charite. The loss of life in these

fifty-two years represent 1,906 deaths a year,

about the tenth part of the total and continu-

ous mortality of Paris. The maintenance of

this hospital, or rather of the situation which

it occupies, produces therefore the same effect

as would a plague which unceasingly desolated

the capital."

The Time of Shakspeare.

We extract from a very interesting lecture

lately delivered at the London and Middlesex

Archaeological Society, by Mr. B. B. Orridge,

the following :
—" In the poet's time, grocers

seem to have been the druggists of the period
;

they probably merely provided drugs for the

manipulation of the apothecary, or, in other

words, there were no professional pharma-
ceutists, pharmac}^ as a science being compara-

tively unknown. The grocer-druggists, how-

ever, often came in contact with the Physician,

and, as an instance of such social intercourse,

it appears that a daughter of John Sadler be-

came the wife of Dr. Wilb}T
, a Physician, and

in Quiney's will is mentioned another member
of the profession. This will was proved in

London in 1656, and in it is contained a be-

quest to his brother Thomas of £12 a year, to

be paid quarterly, but no reference is made to

Judith Quiney, the poet's daughter, who was
still living."

A Dropped Fee.
A celebrated Surgeon was called in consult-

ation, a few days since, to the house of Count
B., who slipped a louis d'or into his hand as

he was leaving. This was poor pay, and our

Surgeon is no lover of poor pay. Making a

grimace, he let his louis fall, and the Count
stooped down, picked it up, and restored it to

the Doctor. The Surgeon, however, stooped

down in his turn, and pretened to be looking

for something. " What do you seek, Doctor V"

was the question. " I am looking for the

other."

Consanguineous Marriages.

M. Voisin states as the result of a careful

examination of 1,077 of his patients at the

Biccetre and Salpetriere, that in no one in-

stance of his idiotic, epileptic, or insane

patients, could healthy consanguinity be legi-

timately regarded as the cause of the affection.

He believes that the ill results which have

been observed after consanguineous unions

are not really due to these, but are to lie at-

tributed to the ordinary hereditary causes.—

Union Med. October 3, 1808.
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The following changes have been made in

the Medical Department of the Navy : Sur-

geon John Abernethy is ordered to the Naval

Hospital at Norfolk, on the 15th of June, re-

lieving Surgeon Joseph "Wilson,who is ordered

to the Lancaster, and as fleet Surgeon of the

South Atlantic Squadron; Surgeon C. J. Cle-

borne is ordered to the Macedonian, relieving

S. Robinson, who is ordered to the Monocacy,

in the Asiatic Squadron
;
Surgeon Woolverton

is detached from the Monocacy and ordered to

return home.
Fleet Surgeon A. A. Henderson is detached

from the Pacific Squadron and ordered home.

He will be relieved by Surgeon Lansdale,

whose former orders to the Lancaster have

been revoked. Passed Assistant Surgeon E.

C. Vermulen is detached from the Tallapoosa

and ordered to the Dale. Passed Assistant

Surgeon J. B. Parker is ordered to the Talla-

poosa.

A special Committee of the Massachu-

setts Legislature made an official inspection

of the New .York State Inebriate Asylum at

Binghampton, last week, and announced their

intention of reporting on their return in favor

of establishing an institution like it in Massa-

chusetts.

According to the report of the Superin-

tendent of the State Lunatic Asylum at

Fulton, Mo., there were 381 patients in the

institution on the 31st of March. During the

month of April 12G of these were transferred

to the St. Louis County Asylum, leaving 240

inmates on the 1st of May.

Dupuytren left a fortune of one million dol-

lars. He received from Baron Rothschild $20,000

in a single fee, for the treatment of a fractured thigh.

The practice of forcible dilatation of the ure-

thra has been condemned by the Paris Academy of

Medicine.

Dr. Elijah B. Harmon died at Chicago aged

87 years. He was assistant surgeon at the battle of

Plattsburg.

Dr. Usher Parsons died lately in Providence,

R. I., aged 80 years. He was snrgeon at the battle

of Lake Erie.

[Notices inserted in this column gratis, ang are solicited from

all parts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolutions of

Societies at ten cents per line, ten words to the line.]

MARRIED.
Anshutz—Philips.—May 11th, at the residence of

Auior S. Shawhan, Esq., by'the Ilev. Win. Robinson, Dr.
G. B. Anshutz, and Miss Josie L. Philips, all of Morrow,
Ohio,

Drank—Bureadell—May 12th, at the residence of
the Bride's Father, in Marshall County, Ky., bv Kev. J.
B. Fletcher, Dr. C. H. Drane, of Ballard county, and
Miss Sallie E.Burradell.

DuBots—Buck At Bridgeton, N. J., May 20, bv Rev.
Robert P. DuBois, Dr. Frank L. DuBois, United "states

Navy, and Clara M. R. Buck, daughter of Robert S.

Buck, Esq.

Giberson—Jackson—Mav 25th, at Christ Church,
Brooklyn, by the Rev. E. H.Cantield, D. D., Charles H.
Giberson, M. D., and Indiana, daughter of the late Sam-
uel Jackson, M. D., TJ. S. Navy.
Hebbard—Yanderpoel At Calvarv Baptist Church

,

May 19, by the Rev. R. J. W. Buckland, Harrv C. 11 Eb-
bard and Annie Octavia, daughter of Edward Yander-
poel, M. D., of New York.

Heritage—Shivers.—In Trinity Church, Swedes-
boro', N. J., on Wednesday, May 2Gth, by the Rev.
Charles Cherrier, Rector, assisted by Rev. Charles
Duane, J. Down Heritage, M. D.. and Miss Lizzie P.,
eldest daughter of C. P. Shivers, Esq., of Swedesboro',
N. J.

Jones—Prichard.—In this city, May 6th, by the Rev.
A. H. Corliss, S. Preston Jones, M. D., of Philadelphia,
and Miss Mary S. Pricuard, of Stittville, N. Y.

Marshall—Worthington May 11, 1869, by Rev.
William E. Moore, at West Chester, Pa., Mr. Thomas
W. Marshall and Miss Kate D., youngest daughter ol

Wilmer Worthington, M. D., all of West Chester, Pa.

Swan—Collins.—At the residence of the bride's par-
ents, May 25, 18G9, by the Rev. A. H. Thomas, Samuel
M. Swan, M. I>., and Lizzie A., eldest daughter of
Thomas M. Collins, Esq., all of Johnstown, Pa.

Spring—Wall—By the Rev. Mr. Murphy, on the 5th
of Mav, 1869, in Atalla county, Miss., at the residence ol
the bride's father, Capt.W. W. Wall, Dr. John Y. Spring,
and Miss Yivie S. Wall.

Yon Below—Conkey May 27, 1869, at Roselle, X.
J., bv Rev. I). H. Miller, 1). D., Otto Yon Below, M. !>..

of Westfield, N. J., and Mary E., daughter of the late
Ithamar Conkey, of Elizabeth", N.

DIED.

Butler—In East Berkshire, Yt., May 15, Dr. Sam'l
Stone Butler, jet. 82.
He educated to the medical profession thirty-three

young men, among whom were three ol his own sons and
one step-son.

Kirk—Macy.—In Kokoma, Indiana, Mav ISth, Dr. S.
T. Kirk and Letta M. Macy.

Knox—In this city, May 20th, Charles G., eldest son
of Dr. J. Warner and Elizabeth H. Knox, aged 11 years.

Magruper—In Washington, D. C.,May 30, Dr. Wm.
B. Magruder, sot. GO years. He was formerly Mayor of
Washington.

Rvsh—In this city, May 2G, 1869, James Rush, M. D.
in the eighty-fourth year of his age.

Shepperd.—At Asbury, N. J., May 12th, Frederick
P. Shepperd, M. D., in the twenty-fifth year of his age.

Van Pelt—In New York, Mav 29th, Frederick R.,
son of Dr. M. D. and the late Cornelia A. Van Pelt,
aged 18 years, 10 months, and 5 days.

METEOROLOGY.
MAY, 24, 35, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.

Wind

Weather.

DepthRain

N. E.
Ciear
Hazy

50°

G5
73
74°

G5.50

W.
Clear

S. W.
Clear
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Germantowo, Pa. B. J. Lekdom.



THE

MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER.
No. 641.]

Original Department.

Lectures.

A LECTUKE ON PNEUMONITIS.

By A. P. Dutcher, M. D.

Late Prof, of the Principles and Practice of Medicine in
the Charity Hospital Medical CoDege, Cleveland, O.

In some sections of our country this is a very

common disease, and when it is produced or con-

nected with certain epidemical influences, it often

proves very fatal. The inhabitants of this city, and

indeed, the inhabitants of all our lake shore country,

are very obnoxious to this disorder and its various

complications. The cause of this is the coldness,

and humidity of our atmosphere, with the change-

ableness of the weather. Thus, one day there may
be a temperature of 60 or 70 degrees, the next day

zero. Such variations in the temperature of the at-

mosphere must always be attended with injurious

consequences to the human system. Congestions,

inflammations, and various fluxes will be the preva-

ling disorders among that portion of the community
who are destitute of the means of life and those who
pay little regard to the laws of health.

I.—THE CLINICAL HISTORY OF PNEUMONITIS.
The first symptom of this disease is a want of ani-

mal heat. The patient complains of being cold, no
matter how high the surrounding temperature may
be. This may last for a day or two, when suddenly

it will culminate in a chill of more or less severity,

which is very apt to occur just after he retires for the

night. The chill is speedily succeeded by pains in

the head, back, limbs, with thirst and fever. These

symptoms are soon followed by cough, dyspnoea,

with a feeling of weight and heat in the region of the

sternum ; a very rapid pulse, coated tongue, with

constipated bowels, and scanty high-colored urine.

As the disease advances the cough frequently be-

comes very harrassing, and the expectoration scanty,

viscid, rusty, and in some instances bloody ; under

the microscope it exhibits epithelium, mucous and
pus cells, and blood corpuscles. In grave cases of

the disorder the dyspnoea is usually very urgent,

compelling the individual to lie upon his back, with

his shoulders very much elevated. I recently at-

[Vol. XX.—No. 24.

tended a case, where dyspnoea was so distressing,

that on several occasions the patient appeared to be

on the verge of suffocation, and although the weather

was extremely cold, the windows in her apartment

had to be kept constantly open, rendering the room
unpleasantly cool for those who had to wait upon
her. She, however, made a good recovery, notwith-

standing the threatening character of the symptoms.

The physical signs of pneumonitis are commonly
very pronounced. There is usually on percussion

slight dullness over the affected region, mostly con-

fined to a limited space, the inferior angle of the

scapula in particular. On auscultation the respira-

tory murmur is very feeble, and crepitation distinct,

especially during a full inspiration. When the dis-

ease is confined to the inferior lobe of the lung, noth-

ing abnormal will be elicited by a physical explora-

tion of the other lobes ofthe same side. In the other

side, if the disorder is not double, the respiration will

be found rather more distinct than normal, owing to

the greater activity of its functions, in consequence

of the partial suspension of the suffering lung.

Such are some of the general symptoms and physi-

cal signs which manifest themselves during the first

stage of primary uncomplicated pneumonitis ; it is

emphatically the stage of congestion. But as the

disease advances, usually as early as the third day,

the dullness on percussion becomes more .marked

and extended. In a very bad case it may extend from

the base of the lung to its summit, when bronchial

respiration will soon supplant the feeble vesicular mur-
mur and crepitation ; an unfailing sign of the second

stage of the disease,

—

hepatization. Xow all the

general symptoms are increased in severity. The fever

is more intense ; the pulse becomes more frequent
;

the respiration more hurried, the cough more trouble-

some, and the expectorations viscid and rusty. These

symptoms are more severe after the middle of the day

and continue so until the turn of the night, when
they gradually become milder and allow the patient

a short period of repose.

If the local lesion is not very extensive, this abate-

ment in the severity of the symptoms usudly amounts

to a regular intermission. The skin becomes moist

and cool, the breathing not so hurried, the pulse not

so frequent, the cough not so harrassing, and the pa-

tient imagines himself almost well. But the advanc-

ing day dissipates his illusions, and brings wiflii it all

his distressing symptoms. In most cases where the

local lesion is very great, you will find very little

modification in any of the general symptoms, until
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the disorder has passed its climax. This in the ma-

jority of cases occurs about the ninth day. In some

instances the severity of the symptoms continue until

the twelfth or fourteenth day, when they gradually

give way, and we have cheering evidence of the third

stage of the malady—resolution. The pulse now
becomes less frequent, the dyspnoea less urgent, an d

the cough not so annoying. The expectoration is

more easy, less tenacious and rusty, the fever not so

high, the urine more abundant, the bowels more reg-

ular, the tongue cleaning, the appetite improving,

and the patient on the high way to a speedy and

happy convalescence.

The improvement in the physical signs, although

not so marked as the general symptoms, are yet suf-

ficiently clear to be readily distinguished by a careful

auscultator. In a few hours after resolution com-

mences in the affect lung, crepitation can again be

heard as in the first stage, while bronchial respiration

which succeeded, becomes scarcely audible. The

improvement in the respiratory sounds always com-

mence at the summit of the lung, and as the process

of reparation goes on they gradually extend to its

base. The same is true also of percussion. Dull-

ness diminishes from the summit downwards, just

in proportion as resolution advances, until the sounds

become normal, and this generally occurs between

the twenty-first and twenty-eighth day. In very mild

cases it may take place some days sooner, very rarely,

however, before the fourteenth day.

When the disease proves fatal there appears to be

little or no abatement in the general symptoms. In

some cases there may be a slight diminution in the

dyspnoea, cough and expectoration, while in others

these symptoms are increased in intensity; the

cough is more distressing, the expectoration more

profuse, and of a red, diffluent character. Dullness

on percussion become more profound ; bronchial re-

spiration becomes much louder and accompanied

with very loud mucous rhonchus, showing quite

clearly that the lungs are almost useless. The pulse

now becomes greatly increased in frequency, the

respiration chiefly inter-costal, the extremities of icy

coldness, rattling of mucus in the trachea with in-

ability to expectorate, when the patient dies, not so

much from exhaustion as from suffocation.

II.—PATHOLOGY OF PNEUMONITIS.

In the description just given of the general symp-

toms of this disease, we have recognized three stages,

namely, Congestion, Hepatization, and Kesolution.

These conditions are but the changes which the lung

tissues suffer from an invasion of the disease. That

these pathological changes are the result of inflam-

matory action, I have not a single doubt.

In the stage of congestion, the capillaries of the

lungs become loaded with red blood, and the tissues

become infiltrated with a turbid and redish serum,

holding'fibrin in solution. When we examine a lung

thus affected, it has a redish-brown appearance,

somewhat swollen and softened, crepitating less than

natural, but will not sink in water
;
pitting on pres-

sure, and giving out from its cut surface an abun-

dant reddish, frothy serum, that appears to escape

mostly from the air-cells. It is a common opinion

among pathologists, that the blood in an inflamed

lung is effused into the air-cells, but we are inclined

to the opinion, that it is contained chiefly in the dis-

tended vessels and in the lung tissues, although it

may sometimes exude into the air-cells, but more of

this anon.

In the stage of hepatization, the lung is brought

into a state of solidity, more or less approaching the

liver. The transition from the state of congestion to

hepatization is gradual, and may be likened to the

same overflow of blood, which causes the effusion of

serum in pleuritis. A portion of lung thus consoli-

dated, is so heavy that it will sink in water ; but not-

withstanding this it is softer than usual, so much so,-

that on being pressed between the fingers it is easily

broken down. This softening seems to l)e the re-

sult chiefly of the interstitial deposit of soft, fresh

lymph, which diminishes the molecular cohesion of

the tissues ; and the more severe the inflammation

is, the greater generally is the softening.

The color of the hepatized lung varies much ac-

cording to the quantity of blood left in it ; if it be

much, it is red ; if little, pinkish brown, or redish gray,

if it be mixed with black pulmonary matter. The
deposit of lymph seems to supersede the red parti-

cles, or possibly it may be formed at their expense.

When a hepatized lung is cut into or torn, numer-
ous little granular points, the size of a pin's head, and

of a pearly color are often observed. A3 to the

nature of these granules, pathologists are not agreed

;

the general opinion is, that they are portions of ve-

scicles and minute tubes, with their tissues distended

with a deposit of lymph, and having the same mat-

ter in their interior.

As to the pathology of the stage of resolution, we
know but little. We infer, however, from the reso-

lution of inflammation in other parts, that it is effected

chiefly through absorption and disintegration. Dr.

J. H. Bennette rejects the idea of absorption ; he

says, " that in every case the hepatization can only

be removed by suppuration." Dr. Austin Flint,

on the contrary, says, " if the progress of the disease

be favorable, the exudation is removed mainly or

exclusively by absorption. It may be absorbed with

great rapidity. After its removal, the air-cells are

found to have sustained no damage." Dr. Alonzo
Clakk, in an excellent paper on the Pathology of

Pneumonia, read before the Academy of Medicine,

New York, November 1st, 1865, maintains " that

the pneumonic deposit can be easily and entirely re-

moved by absorption."

Dr. Clark also maintains in this paper, that the

chief seat of the pneumonic deposit is in the air-cells,

and not in the interstices of the lung tissue, as taught

by some of our best pathologists. To prove this posi-

tion, he says that he obtained lungs that were con-
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solidated by pneumonitis and after making sections

it was not difficult, with the point of a needle, to turn

out the contents of the air-cells and observe them
microscopically. By macerating, the air-cells be-

came relieved of the plug of effused matter, which

was dissolved, and on examining the lung tissue,

from which the contents of the air-cells had been

removed microscopically and otherwise, not only was
it found that the air-cells themselves seemed to have

undergone no material change, but that there was
nothing whatever in the intercellular structure indi-

cating any effusion or inflammatory action.

In all his investigations, De. Claek says, that he

could find no foundation for the idea of a fibrous or

plastic exudation into the intervasicular structure in

pneumonitis. He also contends that there is no ele-

ment in the third stage which is not present in the

second, and the one is no more a stage of purulent

infiltration than the other. What is considered as

suppuration by Dr. Bennette and others, is simply

a loosening and breaking down of the effusion, with

the change in the coloring matter, preparatory to its

removal by absorption and expectoration. And that

no individual can recover from pneumonitis without

the third stage, which is really a stage of restoration.

But De. Clark cannot deny that suppuration does

sometimes occur in a hepatized lung, and presents

nearly all the phenomena of the same process in

other parts of the body ; that is, the semi-solid por-

tion which constitutes the induration is lymph or

blood, and is converted into pus, no matter whether

it be contained in the air cells or the pulmonary tis-

sues. Post-mortem usually shows that this suppura-

tion is diffused, in the form of purulent infiltration

;

and it is very rare to find it assume the character of

a distinct abscess. This is owing to the very porous

structure of the lungs, which render the circum-

scription of the effused lymph, such as takes place in

abscesses in general, a very uncommon result.

It is not, however, an uncommon thing to find on
post-mortem congestion, hepatization, and suppura-

tion all present in the same lung, but the second

usually the most predominant. Frequently a large

portion of the lung is found hepatized, with limited

portions passing into suppuration. In most fatal

cases a tendency to suppuration is exhibited in the

gray and red coloring, and the increased softening of

the pulmonary tissues ; but a case in which a well

marked suppurating lung is found to be the pre-

dominate lesion is comparatively rare, not because

the tendency to this condition does not exist, but be-

cause death usually occurs before this takes place.

We, therefore, conclude that pneumonitis is not

only an inflammation of interstitial tissues of the

lungs, but also the air cells, and the seat of the exu-

dation may be found in either. Where the .exuda-

tion is found in the air cells, it is because

their walls have been chiefly affected by the

morbid process; and the blood vessels mostly in-anorb

volvecl are the branches of the pulmonary artery,

which constitute the pelexus. When it is found

exterior to the cells, it is in consequence of the

disease spending its chief force upon the intersti-

tial tissues, and the capilliaries of the bronchial

arteries ; this is more particularly the case when there

has been co-existing bronchitis. This brief explana-

tion will in some measure clear up the seeming con-

trariety of opinion expressed by some of our best

pathological writers as to the immediate location of

pneumonitis.

As to the real pathological nature of pneumonitis,

quite opposite opinions are entertained. Some tell

us that it is simply an idiopathic inflammation of

the interstitial tissues of the lungs, while others

say it is a blood malady which nature seeks to

eliminate through the air cells. Indeed, it would

be an interesting study to show how unsatisfactory

the generally received notion of the nature of this

disease is to the most intelligent medical writers of

our day. But our space is too limited to dwell on

that subject just now.

Pathological research has shown that in primary

pneumonitis the inferior lobes of the lungs are more

liable to be affected than the superior. Indeed, the

superior lobes and apices of the lungs are rarely af-

fected with pneumonitis, excepting in connection

with pulmonary tuberculosis. M. Louis states that

he constantly found pneumonitis affecting the upper

and interior part of the lung, without a trace of the

disease existing posteriorly to be] tuberculous ; and

he lays it down as a rule that this localization of

pneumonitis may lead to the diagnosis of tubercular

disease previously undiscovered. But there are oc-

casionally instances of exception to this rule,

and they should be well considered by the practi-

tioner before he pronounces a positive diagnosis.

The right lung is more frequently affected in this

disease than the left, while double pneumonitis is

less frequently met with than either.

The circumstances which mitigate or aggravate

this malady are numerous. Thus, the condition of

the blood itself, and the general state of the solids,

have an influence in this direction. We have a

marked example of this in typhoid fever, where the

softening of the tissues is much greater, and the

color of the lung is darker. And, also in the lungs

of intemperate persons, where the tendency to the

suppurative stage is more marked. Indeed, all the

specific blood poisons, such as syphilis, small pox,

and scarlatina, are all incidental causes of the

disease. The occurrence of pneumonitis during

the progress of either of these disorders is a most

alarming circumstance—one that frequently destroys

the life of the patient. Pneumonitis after surgical

injuries is almost always the consequence of pyo-

SEPT-AEMIA.

Concluded next week.
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Communications.

PRESERVATION OF VACCINE VIRUS.

By A. W. Lueck, M. D.

Of Mayville, Wis.

j after the cessation of the pains at night . This was

i her second pregnancy. A similar condition existed

at her former labor, which was terminated safely after

j
the administration of ergot. At the time of my visit

:
the patient was in good health and spirits, and the

; foetus was vigorous. It was decided to try the vir-

: tues of Cimicifuga as a parturifacient, as being safer

! than ergot, and from the fact that the uterine con-

[

tractions were already tolerably energetic. Accord

j

ingly a drachm of Squibb's fluid extract of cimicifuga

I was administered. In less than two hours the pa-

i tient began to complain of great pain in the head,

! back and limbs, with vertigo to such an extent that

she could not sit up. Her pupils were enormously

dilated and vision very much disordered. The labor

pains ceased entirely for 36 hours, and the pupils

remained dilated for that length oftime, although the

intense pain in head and limbs ceased in about 12

hours. During the first 12 hours after the toxic dose

was exhibited, there was nausea and vomiting with

Brandy, coffee and
aromatic spirits of ammonia gave relief. After the

lapse of a few days the pains returned as vigorously

as ever. The presentation beiug normal, we decided

to give ergot, which was done. It produced tonic

contraction of the uterus for several hours, but its in-

fluence gradually wore away and nothing was ac-

complished. I then punctered the membranes
which were very dense (after having vainly tried to

rupture with the finger,) and a laige quantity of

liquor amnii was evacuated. From this time the

labor progressed rapidly and favorably, and in two
hours the patient was delivered of a healthy child.

No permanent injury to either mother or child, irr

this case, resulted from the cimicifuga ; but I think

it proper to record such an instance of its power,

and consequent value as a therapeutic agent when
indicated. It would be well enough to remark in

this connection that this patient is remarkably suscep-

tible to the influence of the narcotics ; one eighth of
a grain of the sulphate of morphia has produced pro-

found narcotism requiring energetic treatment ; and
one two-hundredth part of a grain of the sulphate of

atropia induced delirium and alarming symptoms.

These facts might have been taken into considera-

tion when the cimicifuga was given, and a minimum,
instead of a maximum dose administered; but the

sequel proved that it would have done no good.

On the 21st of December, 1868,1 was called in i

1 *>lace ahi^h estimate on cimicifuga in the treatment

consultation to a lady, get. 24, wife of an eminent ofsome forms of amenorrhoea and certain nervous

We this spring vaccinated children with virus,

which we had kept for two yeaes upon a shelf in

our office. During this period it was exposed to the

elevated temperature of the last hot summers, and still

the vaccine vesicle, resulting from it, went through all

its stages of development ; in fact the vaccination

was such a success as we could only have hoped to

attain with the perfect fresh virus.

The method of preservation is that of Dr. D.

Prince, of Jacksonville, Illinois, and, since we have

followed it closely, we will give it in his own words,

(recorded in the Chicago MedicalJournal for 1865,)

"Take a portion of common alum (Sulph. Alumina
j
feeble pulse and prostration,

and Potassa,) and boil it upon a hot iron—a red hot

shovel is generally employed—until the water of

crystalization is driven out. From this exsiccated

alum, fill half-full a bottle of an ounce or two ca-

pacity ; such a bottle as is usually employed for sulph.

morphia is convenient for the purpose. Envelope

the vaccine seal in a convenient fold of paper (and

tinfoil*) and place it in the vial over the alum. Adapt

a well fitting cork, cut off even with the top of the

bottle ; seal air tight with good sealing wax, and set

the bottle away upon a shelf.

" The one indispensable requisite to the preserva-

tion of vaccine matter is to dry it completely, and

keep it dry. There is probably hardly any limit to

the time it may be kept perfectly fresh and suscepti-

ble, if this condition is complied with.

" The same material may be used over from year

to year by re-heating, to be sure that the vapor ab-

sorbed is thoroughly expelled. Upon this condition

depends the success of the method."

* Our addition.

POISONING BY CIMICIFUGA.

By J. B. Garrison, M. D. a

Woodville, Tennessee.

physician of an adjoining county. She had been

having labor pains during the greater part of one

month. The pains were continuous during the day,

but would cease after lying down at night. She had
already reached the end of the tenth month of gesta-

tion ; labor pains having set in at the expiration of

the normal period. During the pains the uterus

would contract vigorously, and the os would dilate

to the size of a, silver dollar, but would contract again

disorders, but have had no experience to justifyme in

attributing to it any specific stimulant influence

over that part of the nervous system which gives to

the uterus contractile enersrv.

Not long ago, the Edinburgh University

voted to allow a young lady to attend medical lec-

tures, but the young men objected, and the permis-

sion was withdrawn.



June 12, 1869,] HOSPITAL REPORTS. 441

Hospital Reports.

Pennsylvania Hospital,
Philadelphia, May iztb, 1869.

Clinic of Prof. J. Aitken Meigs.

Reported by Dr. Napheys.

Specific Skin Disease.
This old man has an eruption occupying the front

of his shoulder on either side. It is remarkably
symmetrical in character ; could not have been more
so if it had been marked out by [an artist. The
centre of the space described by the annular shaped
eruption is now quite clear. It was the seat of vesi-

cular and subsequently pustular disease. The bor-

der or margin is irregular in outline, and presents a

broad [tract of vesicular disease. Upon the limbs,

the abdomen and genitals the eruption is also

present. It is of a vague form between pemph-
igus and rupia. Upon the large limbs there are

some blotches which have some of the characters of

rupia when it first appears. Symmetry of character

is a remarkable feature of secondary syphilitic erup-

tive trouble. In the tertiary period or stage of the

disease this symmetry disappears, and the eruption

takes place irregularly over the body, not conforming

to any system whatever. The man denies emphati-

cally anything like a syphilitic history. This is just

one of those cases hi which the physician should

prefer to trust to his own eyes rather than to the

statements of the patient. The symmetrical charac-

ter of this affection would point to its being a sec-

ondary manifestation ; but there is one peculiarity

which inclines to the opinion that it is a tertiary

symptom, and that is the character of the margin of

the eruptive patches upon the front of the chest and
shoulders. The centre is clear. It gives a good
idea of what is called the serpiginous eruption of

the tertiary form of the disease, in which ulceration

takes place in one portion of tbe skin, and then

heals up and brakes out again in a Hue around the

original ulcer, thus spreading itself in larger and
larger ulcers as it goes further from the ceutre. In
secondary disease of the skin the cutile alone is af-

fected ; in the tertiary form the eruption becomes
deeper.

In cases of skin disease of doubtful origin it is

best for the practitioner to give himself the benefit

of the doubt by instituting a constitutional specific

treatment. This man has been placed on the treat-

ment for constitutional syphilis. He has improved
a great deal. When he came into the hospital he
was in a very wretched condition.

Hereditary Syphilis.
This little girl came into the hospital with a

broken down, emaciated state of the system. From
her whole history and condition there is no doubt
that the case is one of nereditary syphilitic taint.

There has been complete disappearance of the

uvula, phagedena ulceration has extended up the

posterior nares, and the ala of the nose on the left

side has been destroyed.

Hereditary syphilis attacking a child soon after its'

birth will show itself by some inflammation of the*

mucous membrane of the mouth, constituting-

syphilitic 'stomatitis, which 'passes back into the

throat, affecting the fauces; a roseolous rash ap-

pears upon the skin, and the child has a pecu-

liar snuffling symptom due to swelling of the

schneiderian membrane. The disease will run

through stages just as in acquired syphilis.

The patient has been placed under the usual

specific constitutional treatment, and subsequently

cod-liver oil and iron added. She is rapidly im-

proving.
Consolidation Following Pneumonia.

This man came into the hospital a short time ago

s uffering from pleuropneum onia. Complete d ullness

yet remains in the left side of the chest ; the iespi-

ratory murmur is exceedingly enfeebled on that

side ; and he is troubled with an irritative cough.

The vesicular murmur is clear and distinct on the

right side.

This is one of the results of acute pneumonia,

when resolution stops short at the stage of consoli-

dation. This condition of the lung often continues

for a long time. Slow and gradual absorbtion may

take place of the effused lymph, and the patient

recover. But if there be any hereditary tendency

to phthisis, under such circumstances, the inter-

ference with the aerotion of the blood and the con-

sequent impairment of nutrition will gradually

pave the way to the development of that disease,

which, without the accident of pneumonia, might

never have made its appearance.

The patient is on the use of muriate of ammo-

nia and wild cherry.

Case of Dysentery.

This man has been in the hospital for a week*

His physiognomy is characteristic of dysentery, the

nose is sharp, the cheeks flushed. The discharges

have been exceedingly frequent, as many as thirty

in the twenty-four hours
;
they are small, consisting

of blood and mucous. He is beginning to improve,

has had rive passages since last evening at six o'clock,

had less pain, and reste d better.

He was put on the use of the oleaginous mixture

and laudanum, with no appearance of fecal stools

for several days. He is now taking the mild chlo-

ride of mercury, one-fourth of a grain, with three

grains of Dover's powder every third hour. The

discharges have begun to look a little more yellow

and natural. This is the condition which it is

aimed to effect in these cases.

The patient has something of a malarious look. It

is often difficult to distinguish between the malarial

physiognomy and that produced by dysenteric

trouble.
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May 15th. The patient looks and feels better.

Moved five times since yesterday morning. The

remedies employed have produced a better action

of the liver, which was congested, and relieved the

embarrassed portal circulation. He took the calo-

mel and Dover's powder for two and a half days.

Then, the stools becoming more bilious and less fi e-

quent, the mercurial was withdrawn, and he is now
taking Dover's powder alone.

His tongue has cleaned \ery much and has lost

the very red look it had. In this affection, after

the bilious coating or fire has disappeared, it leaves

the tongue of a red, angry, glassy look, which con_

dition becomes an index of the state of the mucous
lining of the bowels.

He is on the use of farinaceous diet, which is a

matter of a great deal of importance in dysenteric

afiections. Indeed, when the attack is not exceed-

ingly severe, dietetic considerations are of more
value than medicine itself.

Editorial Department.

Periscope.

Extensive Saw-Wound of the Skull.

Dr. A. C. Folsom, in the Pacific Medical

and Surgical Journal, relates the following

case, to which we have already alluded :

The patient was an employee, 40 years of

age, of the Casper Mill company, and received

an extensive and dangerous wound ofthe head
from a circular saw, August 14th, 1864. 1 first

saw him about half an hour after the accident,

and made a hasty examination. The wound ex-

tended through the scalp and bones of the crani-

um and into the brain. Pulse 74, full, soft and
flowing. Hemorrhage slight. Patient perfectly

conscious, and free from pain. I sugggested

the propriety of moving him to Pine Grove,
one-half mile distant, to a more comfortable

room. He thought himself able to walk. He
was conveyed on a litter. On his arrival I

iinade a careful examination. The wound com-
menced at the frontal bone, one-half an inch

above the nose, and extended a little to the

left and below the occipital protuberance,

passing through the superior edge of the pari-

etal bone. Measured by the convex surface

of the skull, the length of the cut in the bones
of the cranium was nine inches. They fell

apart over an inch, the length of the scalp-

wound being eleven inches. The membranes
of the brain as well as its substance were di-

vided, the former much lacerated, and the lat-

ter falling apart sufficient to admit a common
pocket-rule to the depth of one and one-half

inches, and a small silver probe two inches

before touching the walls of the cut. The saw
being circular in form, the wound must have

been fully three inches deep, extending nearly

if not quite to the base of the brain. Thirty-

two minute pieces of bone, together with con-

siderable sawdust, were taken from the wound,

also, a table spoonful of the substance of the

brain. The saw itself must have removed as

much more. Warm water was used to promote
hemorrhage while dressing the first time. The
patient did not lose over tws ounces of blood.

No large arteries were severed. The pulsa-

tion of all the cerebral arteries could be dis-

tinctly seen. All that portion of the brain

visible appeared normal. There was no con-

gestion of the brain or its membranes. Dur-

ing the examination and dressing the pulse re-

mained at 74. There was no pain or undue
sensitiveness about the wound. The patient

could not tell when the brain, its membranes,
or the walls of the cut were touched, even

when pressed upon with considerable force.

He was sensible when the scalp-wound was
touched. After removing the hair from the

scalp, and cleansing the wound, a common
tourniquet, without the pad, was applied to

the head, and the edges of the cranial bones

were gradually and carefully drawn together.

The wound in the scalp required six stitches,

an opening being left at each end and one in

the centre. Adhesive plaster completed the

dressing. I visited the patient daily for three

weeks. The stitches were removed on the

fourth day. The wound healed by first inten-

tion, excepting at the three points where pur-

posely left open. I never succeeded m detect-

ing any variation in the pulse, any cerebral

disturbance or any irregularity of the diges-

tive or urinary organs, and none was ever re-

ported by his nurses. ]S~o medicine was ever

needed during his confinement, not even an

opiate. His appetite was always good and his

sleep regular. There was a slight coating of

the tongue the second day, but none afterward.

The patient was dismissed after daily atten-

tion of three weeks, with the recomm endation

of perfect quiet for two or three weeks more.

In five or six weeks from the date of injury

he resumed his duties as foreman at the mill,

and has filled that position ever since. I have

recently examined the cicatrix. The bones

appear firm with very little unnatural callus.

Mental faculties perfectly intact. He says

himself, that he has never suffered from head-
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ache, and never experienced any inconven-

ience from the injury, that he is aware of.

The preservation of his mental faculties is

perhaps the most remarkable feature in this

very remarkable case. That he should have

lived beyond a few moments is surprising;

but his final recovery—his brain actually cut

in two, accompanied with loss of substance but

without any mental or physical derangement

whatever, not even temporary—appears al-

most incredible. [Nevertheless it is true, and

ample proof can be furnished if needed.

It may not be amiss to mention that the saw
by which he was wounded is about h inch

thick and about 18 inches in diameter, with a

speed of about 2000 revolutions per minute.

The patient states that " he did not feel the

cutting of the saw much, but heard it jingle

and ring as it cut through the bones." It is

obvious there could have been very little if

any concussion, and certainly there was
scarcely any hemorrhage. Perhaps for these

reasons death was not instantaneous or nearly

so. That he should ever perfectly recover is

a great mystery. Others of the profession may
advance a satisfactory theory to account for

the recovery. I have none to offer.

The cut extended from the root of the nose

to the occipital protuberance, or rather i an

inch below it, consequently passing through

the left parietal bone, and across the coronal

and lambdoidal sutures
;
missing the longi-

tudinal sinus. The widest gap in the skull was
at the union of the coronal and saggittal su-

tures; that is, the point where measurement
was taken. The wound in the scalp was longer

than in the skull, at the back of the head, so I

am aware there was no further fracture of the

parietal bone. But fracture at the frontal

bone I always suspected, for I could account

for the gaping in no other way. But the

wound was so horribly frightful, that I dare

not make any very minute examination ; con-

fining my surgery in the case, to cleansing the

the wound and bringing the bones together in

the manner described
;
expecting to have him

die while dressing his wound, and feeling tol-

erably certain I could examine him soon, after

death, and satisfy myself more fully as to the

nature and extent of the injury. Why hem-

morrhage was not fatal, (in fact there was
scarcely any,) is because circular saws have

never produced hemmorrhage to my knowl-

edge. They strangulate the arteries. I be-

lieve the femoral artery could be cut by them
without producing immediate death. I dare

not publish it as my opinion, but I believe the

saw reached the base of the skull. How could

the bones fall apart otherwise ? That they

did fall apart I am certain, and measured the

opening.

Postural Treatment of Prolapsed Funis.

Dr. M. Yarnall, St. Louis, furnishes the

following cases to the Humboldt Med. Archives :

I lay before the medical profession a report

of fifteen cases of prolapus of the umbilical

cord, occurring in the practice of Dr. T. L.

Pappn", of this city, in which reduction was ef-

fected by placing the parturient woman on her

elbows and knees, the chest being depressed

as much as possible, and the pelvis elevated

so as to cause the abdominal viscera, with the

uterus and its contents, to gravitate as far as

possible from the superior strait. In this posi-

tion the bulk of the prolapsed portion being

held in the palm of the hand, the fingers and
thumb extended embracing the cord, it is by
gentle manipulation between the pains gradu-

ally passed back within the womb and beyond
the promontory of the sacrum, and held in that

position until the foetal head becomes engaged
in the superior strait, thus preventing a recur-

rence of the prolapse. The woman is then

gently placed on her left side and delivered in

the usual manner.

Of the fifteen cases, ten were born alive and

did well; of the five remaining cases, all of

whom died, one died from subsequent com-

pression of the cord with the forceps after the

cord had been successfully returned ; in another

the cord was completely severed with the same
instruments ; one died from the too free ad-

ministration of ergot, and the remaining two
were cases in which the children were in the

transverse position, and no retaining of the

cord was possible, as there was no engaging

portion of the child to keep it up, and by the

time the uterus was sufficiently dilated to turn

and deliver the children were dead.

In every case here reported the cord was

fully prolapsed, being in some entirely out of

the vagina, and in several it was extraordinarily

long and large. In two instances I witnessed

the operation, Dr. Papin being at the time my
preceptor, and I know several of the children

who are now living in this city.

At the time these operations were performed

a publication of them was not anticipated,

and the names of the mothers and children,

with the date of birth in each case, was not

preserved; and hence only the more important

features, including the number and result, are

presented.
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The method of operating is not original with

Dr. Papin, but was suggested by an article

published in 1854 or 1855 in a medical journal,

merely as a suggestion, the author probably

being Dr. Gaillard Thomas, of New York

;

of this, however, the Dr. is uncertain. He
(Dr. Papin) had had a case but a short time

previous to seeing the suggestion referred to,

in which he had failed to replace the funis, and
before the child couldbe delivered it was dead.

The first successful case followed soon after,

while both the suggestion and the loss of the

first child were still fresh in his memory ; the

operation was performed and the success was
complete. The other cases have occurred at

intervals since.

Only two of these fifteen cases of this rare

complication of labor happened in Dr. Papin 's

own practice ; the others were cases in which
he was sent for by midwives who were in at-

tendance.

tain substances are used for changing the

color of the skin ; for example, the white cos-

metics, bismuth, or pearl white, is sometimes

mixed with a notable quantity of arsenious

acid, when it is dangerous ; but when this

substance is purified, it is iunocent. A cos-

metic, named Theenard's " fard," is composed
of zinc flowers and talc in equal proportions,

and is the best and most innocent cosmetic.

The common white " fard'' of the theatres is

dangerous, containing as it does carbonate of

lead. With regard to red colors or cosmetics,

Brazil wood and cochineal may both be em-
ployed without danger. The carmine of Ger-

many or China, too, is innocent, whilst rouge

containing mercury is much to be avoided.

—

Medical Tiroes and Gazette.

Hair Dyes and Cosmetics.

Some hair dyes are innocent enough, and do

not require any warning on the part of the
|

medical man; others are dangerous, and the
j

use of both kinds requires tiresome manipula-
tions. Among the innocent kinds we may
mention infusion of beans, and cypress cones,

of willow bark, and ivory black. Among the

second kind may be enumerated sulphate of

lead, mingled with hydrate of lime and water,

carbonate, acetate, and sub-acetate of lead in

solution, to which dilute sulphuric acid is added,

and which dyes the hair a dark brown. The
salts of silver, too, are much used to blacken

the hair, but they make the scalp irritable,

and burn the skin and the hair follicles, and
tend to produce baldness. Among the formu_

las mentioned are (1) acetate of lead, gr. xxx. •

carbonate of lime, gr. xlv.
;
quick-lime slaked,

gr. xl. ; or (2) oxide of lead, two drs. ; slaked

lime, one ounce; starch, one ounce; and so-

lution of potash, two drs.
; (3) nitrate of sil-

ver, two drs. ; bitartrate of potash, two drs.

;

feeble ammonia, four drs. ; and lead, four drs.

;

(4) nitrate of silver and photo-nitrate of mer-

cury, of each four drs., to four ounces of dis-

tilled water.

Such are the recipes most used by the hair-

dyers of Paris and elsewhere ; and it is evi-

dent that lead poisoning might easily be con-

tracted by the use of those which contain the

oxide of lead, and, as before remarked, that

baldness would be likely to be favored by the

use of those containing nitrate of silver. Cer-

Misery in Pekin.

The last report of the British hospital at

Pekin has the following description : This
year, as in former years, the number of beg-

gars has been very great, chiefly with syphil-

itic condylomata, scabies, psoriasis, ulcers, and
carbuncles. They almost invariably ascribe

their affections to the House of Refuge outside

the Chang-yih-men , where during the winter

months upwards of a thousand are huddled

closely together on hot kangs, often as many
as forty on one bed. Each room has two such

earthen beds, with sufficient space in the cen-

tre to admit of ingress and and egress, a

raised fireplace for supplying warm water
and and standing room for the overseer,

seer. The recumbent position is unattainable.

The beggars sit naked with their knees drawn
up, each bolstering the other. Whatever con-

tagious or infectious diseases are brought in

or are there generated, soon spread and in-

volve all. The condylomata or cauliflower ex-

cresences are sometimes numerous and of

large dimensions round the arms, in the peri-

neum, and on the genitals. But when the

whole body is so attacked, the armpits and in-

ner aspect of the arms, the scalps, eyebrows,

etc., the appearance baffles description.

Electro-puncture in Thoracic Aneurism.
In the Gazetta Medica Italiana-Lombardia

for October 31, Dr. Ciniselle relates a case in

which electro-puncture was employed in the

case of an aneurism of the ascending aorta,

occurring in a man of good constitution, 46

years of age. The report comes down to the

seventy-fourth day after the operation, by

which time the patient had apparently quite

recovered, and returned to his employment.
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PHILADELPHIA, JUKE 12, 1869.

S. W. BUTLER, M. D. , & D. G. BRINTON, M. D. , Eds.

g£^~ Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence,
News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

To insure publication, articles must be practical,

hriefas possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully
prepared, so as to require little revision.

"We particularly value the practical experience of coun-
try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-
mation that rightfullv belongs to the profession.

ON PATENTING SURGICAL INSTRU-
MENTS.

A change in the views of English medical
men is perceptible on the question of the pro-

priety of a surgeon taking out a patent for an
instrument he has invented. Although we
have always felt it the duty of a physician
who subscribed to a fixed code of ethics, to

abide by its regulations, and therefore have
always opposed, on technical grounds, the

taking letters patent on improvements in sur-

gical appliances, we freely grant that there is

no a-priori immorality in the act.

Dr. Chapman, well known as the inventor

and patentee of the spinal ice-bag, says, in his

work on sea-sickness, that " a due regard for

the public welfare has necessitated professional

repudiation of men who deal in secretly com-
pounded, or quack medicines." .... But the
same cannot be said of the grant of an exclu-

sive privilege for a term of years, of making
and vending a surgical instrument, or any
mechanical instrument for a medical purpose.
This privilege implies no seerest/, and all the
privilege the patent confers is that of an ex-

clusive right, for a term of years, of making
the patented article ; and I am constrained to

affirm that, in so far as the policy, the expe-
diency, the morality, the dignity, in short, the
principles generally approved by the profes-

sion, condemn the patenting of mechanical in-

ventions in connection with medicine, pre-
cisely so far do they condemn the holding of
copyrights in medical and surgical works, and
the titles of medical journals." Dr. Chapman
evidently considers the copyright of a book, or
the patentright to an invention, to be among
the most certain grounds for claiming property
Which can be brought forward, superior, pro-
bably, to the power of acquiring property by

bequest, or by means of the transference of

landed estates from one person to another.
" And we are not indisposed to deny his argu-

ment," says the editor of the London Medical

Press and Circular, " the more so that we
have frequently heard it said that Dr. Rich-
ardson, who has lately given such a boon to

suffering humanity, by his invention of the

ether-spray apparatus, instead of reaping a
splendid reward for his services, has (except

by means of a small subscription raised among
the members of his own profession) been
rather damaged in pocket by benefitting his

fellows. Now, if we read Dr. Chapman's
letter to the British Medical Journal, published

in the Medical Press and Circular, Oct. 16,

1867, we find that he there says :
1 1 have been

informed that soon after Dr. Richardson in-

vented his etber-spray instrument, Her Ma-
jesty's physician, Dr. Jenner, said if Tie were

Dr. Richardson Tie would patent the instrument."1

And further on we read, ' Before I patented

the spine-bags, I consulted the President of the

College of Physicians, Sir Thomas Watson,
and the head of the Privy Council, Mr. Simon,

and both these gentlemen expressed the

opinion that I was justified in doing so.' Such

qnotations, in our humble opinion, show that

Dr. Chapman is, in all probability, right, and

the majority of the profession wrong, in ob-

jecting to his patenting an instrument which

is by no means mysterious or secret.''''

We shall not be sorry to see this frank ad-

mission gain ground with the profession in this

country, and the prohibition of patenting in-

struments re -considered.

MEDICAL EDUCATION ABROAD

:

FRANCE.
Some interesting descriptions of the course

of medical studies in the several continental

countries have recently appeared in the Medi-

cal Press and Circular and the Medical Times

and Gazette of London. As at this time medi-

cal education education is a topic of great in-

terest with us, our readers may feel a desire to

know how they arrange this matter over the

water. We shall first describe the French
system. The minister and council of public

instruction make the programme of the lec-

tures, select the text-books, etc. There are in

the whole of France only three medical facul-

ties, one at Paris, one at Montpelier, and one
at Strasbourg. That of Paris has twenty-five

regular professors, and numerous assistants

and lecturers. Each of the university towns
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has a superior school of pharmacy, and there

are 21 preparatory schools or academies of

medicine and pharmacy, viz : At Amiens, An-
gers, Arras, Besangon, Bordeaux, Caen, Cler-

mont-Ferrand,, Dijon, Grenoble, Lille, Li-

moges,?Lyon, Marseilles, Xancy, Nantes, Poi-

tiers, Reims, Rennes, Rones, Toulouse, Tours,

Chambery and Algiers are designated to be-

come seats of learning. A military school is

connected with the Val de Grace hospital,

and military naval schools with some naval

military hospitals, for instance, that of Brest.

There are lycees for secondary education,

where the pupils are prepared for the exami-

nation for the baccalaureat es sciences. This

is in writing and viva voce, and corresponds to

the American grade of A. B.

Having obtained the certificate the student

may get matriculated at a faculty. He follows

his studies for four years in accordance with a

programme sanctioned by authority, at least

if he wishes to become a graduated doctor.

There are two classes of medical men in

Trance, the M. D.'s and the " officiers de sante."

The latter study only three years, their exam-

en is easier and less expensive, but they have

only the right to settle in their own depart-

ment, and not to undertake certain difficult

operations. They do not practice pharmacy,

but may occasionally be obliged to dispense

their own medicines
;
they are, however, dy-

ing out.

The higher class of students have to devote

two years to the natural sciences, anatomy,

physiology, and the theory of medicine and

surgery, and two more years to the practice

of medicine, surgery and midwifery. For-

merly the clinical instruction was postponed

to the fourth year, but a recent law of

June 16th, 1860, makes it obligatory to devote

two years to the " stage" of the cliniques.

The externes are hospital assistants living

outside of the walls, the internes live in it.

Those who wish to become externes must be

18 years old, and inscribed in the faculty, but

one inscription is sufficient. The externes

are, however, chosen from the pupils, who pass

a competitive examination according to nierit-

They attend the visits of the professors to

whom they are allotted, and assist the inter,

nes in keeping the books. It is a rule to be-

come externe to a suburban hospital before

being admitted to a central one. There are
u
feuilles de presence'''' kept, wherein they

have to inscribe their names to control their

regular attendance, but this rule has often

been evaded by others putting down the names

of their friends. So one is entitled to be ex-

terne for more than three years. The " in-

ternes " are choosen out of the externes who
pass with most credit at the next competitive

examinations
;

they are appointed for two

years, generally after the four years of study

are over. They then live in the hospital, re-

ceiving small salaries and board, and perform

the duties of house physicians and surgeons.

After the professional visit, they fill up from
their notes three books, one for the diet,

another for prescriptions, a third for transfer-

ence of patients or discharges.

The students pass examinations at the end

of each year {examen de Jin d'annce.) The first

year's is on physics and chemistry, the second

on anatomy and physiology, the third on path-

ology. Those who distinguish themselves at

the examen of the fourth year, generally be-

come internes at once. The examination for

the license is in writing and viva voce, includes

questioning at the bedside and operations on

the dead body. The doctorate is the last and

least stringent act of the state examinations.

The thesis which is read before the representa-

tive of the faculty is generally written in

French and defended in the same language,

and it must be admitted that the first instal-

ments of many excellent scientific works are

produced during an academic year. As soon

as an interne has obtained the degree of M.
D., he has to give up his appoiutment. They
often remain internes for three or four years,

and even longer.

After this they often become military sur-

geons, or poor-law officers, or get other ap-

pointments.

Most appointments are obtained by passing

competitive examinations. The concours are

open for the externes and internes, those for-

eigners not being excluded who have taken

their domicile in France. The Concours date

from the year 1802. There are public meet-
ings at the end of the academical year before

juries. The members of the juries are nomi-
nated by lot ; no jury contains more than two
members belonging to the same establishment.

The concours of the " externate" is confined

to the medical affairs of the " bureau central.'
1

They take into account the testimonials of the

clinical professors. The jury for the election

of medical officers of the bureau central are

hospital physicians and surgeons, five in nunr
ber. For a surgical appointment, four of the

members are surgeons, and one a physician:

for a medical one, four are physicians, and one

a surgeon.
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The juries for the appointment of hospital

jhysicians includes the leading members of

he profession. The nomination is by the

minister.

There is no apprenticeship in France as in

-England, but a sort of pupilage to a medical

ractitioner. Pupils who had no medical edu-

cation assisted practitioners in the country

n visiting, went afterwards to the provincial

' chools of medicine and became " officiers de

ante."

• There is no particular state examination for

edical officers of health. Medical inspectors

ire appointed by the government, and they

lave usually been in office before. There is

\ class of special inspectors for mineral

'oaths, and for stations in the East.
i\ „

pn

Notes and Comments.

THEBAPEUTICAL BULLETIN.
Compiled by Geo. H. Napheys, M. D.

No. 15.

d This column will contain each week a collection of the
Recipes, remarkable for their novelty and elegance, now
n use by prominent practitioners, as recommended by

. hem in recent lectures at College and Hospital Clinics,
md at meetings of Medical Societies, in newly published
:nonographs and systematic treatises, and in the current
^nedical periodicals of this country and Europe. It will
-nclude formulae for hypodermic injections, for inhala-
tions, for rectal and vaginal suppositories, for ointments,
otions, collyria, etc,, etc.

\ This selection will be such that each prescription will
iommend itself, both by its intrinsic merits, and by the
luthority of the name of the physician by whom origi-

lated or employed. It is designed to give only the latest

md best approved therapeutical expressions of the pro-
fession—to aflord a periscope of the remedial measures re-
orted to by eminent living physicians.

\ It is proposed, bereafter, to classify these formulae, and
ssue them in book form.

TREATMENT OP EPILEPSY.

128. R. Potassii iodidi,

Potassii bromidi,
Ammonii brornidi,

Potassse bicarbonatis,

Infiisi Oalumbae,

A teaspoonful before each of

e. Brown-Seqtjaed, M. D., F. E. S., etc.

Kb

£ijss.

f^XJ.

the three

'-neals, and three teaspoonsful at bed time, with

jet little water. In cases of idiopathic epilepsy,

In which patients derive no benefit, or have

ceased to have any, from the use of the bromide

P,Jor iodide of potassium, alone or combined, or

of the bromide of ammonium alone.

"When the patient's pulse is weak, substitute

7or the bicarbonate potash in the above form-

ala the sesquicarbonate of ammonia, and for

the six ounces of infusion of columbo, an ounce

and a half of the tincture of that medicine with

four ounces and a half of distilled water.

Dr. Brown-Sequard gives the following

very important rules relative to the treatment

of epilepsy by the bromides of potassium and
ammonium, employed together or separately:

1. That the occurrence during the day of the

sleepiness, caused by the remedies, can be

avoided by giving relatively small doses in

the day time, and a much larger dose late in

the evening.

2. That the quantity of these medicinesto be
taken each day must be large enough to pro-

duce an evident though not complete anaes-

thesia of the fauces and upper parts of the

pharynx and larynx ; that daily quantity being

from 45 to 80 grs. of the bromide of potassium,

andfrom 28 to 45 grs. of the bromide of ammo-
nium, when only one of the salts is employed,'

and a smaller quantity of each, but especially

of the second, when they are given together.

3. That an acne-like eruption on the face,

neck, shoulders, &c, should be produced, and
it is most important to increase the dose when
there is no eruption, and also when the erup-

tion is disappearing, unless the dose already

given within twenty-four hours is already so

large that any increase of it causes great

sleepiness in the day time, a decided lack of

will, of mental activity, dullness of the senses,

drooping of the head, considerable weakness
of the body, and a somewhat tottering gait.

4. That it is never safe for a patient taking

either of the bromides, or both, and receiving

benefit therefrom, to be only one day without

his medicine, so long as he has not been at

least fifteen or sixteen months quite free from

attacks.

5. That the debilitating effect of the bromide

in patients already weak, as are most epilep-

tics, ought to be prevented or lessened by the

use of strychnine, arsenic, or the oxide of

silver, ammonia, or cod liver oil, cold douches

or shower baths, and, of course, wine and a
most nourishing diet. In making use of

strychnine or arsenic, it must be kept in mind
that not only the bad influences of the bromide,

but also their favorable influences against epi-

lepsy can be diminished by these powerful

agents (especially strychnine), and that it is

therefore necessary when these agents are

used to increase the dose of the bromide.

6. That iron and quinine, which are gener-

ally injurious to epileptics, except in cases
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in which the nervous affection is caused, or at

least aggravated, by chlorosis, ansemia, or

malarial cachexia, are more particularly inju-

rious in cases in which the bromides are

taken.

7. That a gentle purge every five or six

weeks usually gives a new impulse to the use-

fulness of the bromides against epilepsy.

Hypodermic Injection.

129. R. Morphia? sulphatis, gr. 1-4.

Atropiae sulphatis, gr. 1-60. tv%.

For one injection, in a few miuims of distilled

water. Our author succeeded in curing a dose

of epilepsy by the use of this injection.

Inhalation of Chloroform.

In a case of a gentleman who had pretty

regular weekly attacks of epilepsy, Dr. Brown
Sequard employed chloroform by inhalation,

almost without interruption, for two or three

days successively, with the object of prevent-

ing the expected fit or fits. It was of the

greatest importance, in that case, to prevent

a fit, as the patient, in a preceding attack, had

fractured and dislocated one of his arms. The
inhalation of chloroform saved him from the

expected attack, and the callus had time to be

formed before he had another fit.

George Johnson, M. D., F. R. C. P., phy-

sician to King's College Hospital, etc., Lon-
don, speaks in high terms of chloroform in

connection with bromide of potassium in this

affection. He thinks that the action of chlo-

roform inhalation, in warding off a threatened

fit, and in cutting short a violent and pro-

longed paroxysm, is as uniform and certain as

the action of anaemia in exciting convulsions.

Thomas Hawkes Tanner, M. D., F. L.

etc., London, has used the vapor of chloro-

form, and believes that the fits have diminished

both in severity and number from its employ-

ment.

J. Phelpot Webb, M. D., of Nevada City,

California, Licentiate of the Royal College of

Physicians, of Edinburgh, etc., has recently

reported a case of epileptiform convulsions,

arrested by chloroform inhalations in a boy
aged fifteen.

Mechanical and Physical Means.

Dr. Brown Sequard has found :

1. That it is not necessary to apply an irri-

tation (by a ligature, pinching, efcc.,) on the

very limb from which an aura seems to start,

as the same means applied elsewhere may
succeed ; but the chance of success is much

COMMENTS. Vol. XX.

greater by the former than by the latter way-

2. That a constant or a frequent irritation

(by a blister, an issue, a seton, the actual

cautery, &c.,) on the place from which an
aura seems to start, may not only prevent fits,

but, by some change of nutrition, locally, (if

the aura is really of peripheric origin.) and,

in the nervous centres, may reduce, or even
destroy altogether, the tendency to fits, and
lead to a complete cure.

3. That as a circular ligature may procure a

temporary good effect, so a narrow circular

blister, applied all around a limb, a toe, or a

finger, or a circular cauterization with a white-

hot iron, may cure epilepsy, in cases with a

distinct aura.

4. That even in cases in which there is no

aura felt or unfelt, ligatures, pinching, and

other means of irritation, may prevent the oc-

curring of expected fits.

When an attack of epilepsy is followed by

a comatose state, or even a sleep with heavy
breathing, it is of the greatest importance to

place the head of the patient in such a posi-

tion that the tongue, which is then paralyzed,

will not fall on the larynx and cover its aper-

ture.

T. S. Clouston, M. D., Edinburgh.

From extensive and very elaborately con-

ducted experiments to determine the precise

effect of bromide of potassium in epilepsy,

and its proper dose, Dr. Clouston found that

the diminution of the fits, and all the other

good effects of the medicine reached their

maximum in adults, at thirty grain doses ter

die, while ill effects were manifested when
thirty-five grain doses ter die were reached.

J. Waring Curran, L. L., & Q. C. P. J., etc.

130. R. Zinci oxidi, gr. ijss.

Ext. glycyrrhizse, q. s.

For one pill.

One or two to be taken ter die. This, to-

gether with the bromide of potassium in mix-

ture, forms a method of treatment not to be

equalled in epilepsy, when assisted by the oc-

casional application of Chapman's spinal ice

bag. Neither remedy succeeds so well alone
;

the one is essential to the other.

J. M. Da Costa, M. D.

131 R. Zinci valerianatis, gr. iij.

Extracti belladonnae
,

gr. §,

Pulveris digitalis, gr. f

.

For one pill.

To be taken three time a day in case of

epilepsy associated with irregularity of the

heart.
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Prof. William A. Hammond, M. D., etc.,

]S
rEW YORK.

In regard to the dose of bromide of potas-

sium in epilepsy, Dr. Hammond states that

the symptoms due to large doses of the bromide

may be enumerated as follows, in the usual

order of their occurrence : 1. Contraction of

the pupils ; 2. Drowsiness ; 3. "Weakness of

the arms and legs ; 4. Depression of mind ; 5.

Failure of memory ; 6. Delusions. The first

three of these are the usual accompaniments

of a dose of the medicine capable of producing

any influence over epilepsy. In adults they

never follow less doses than ten grains. Doses

of five grains produce no effect.

Hospital of Diseases of the Chest,
London.

182. R. Potassii bromidi, gr. x.

Tincture conii, ^ xxx.

Tincture Valerianae annnoniatse, d% x.

Aquse camphoree, fo J-

For one dose, ter die.

Hospital of TTntversity College,
London.

133. R. Potassii bromidi

Spts. Chlorformi,

Infusi quassise,

For one dose, ter die.

Dr. Marshall Hall.
134. R. Strychnine acetatis, gr j.

Acidi acetic, t% xx.

Alcbolis, f3 ij.

Aquae distiilata?, 13 vj.

Ten drops (= gr. 1-50) to .be taken in water ter

die.

"Walter Tyrrell, M. R. C. S., states that

he has watched the effects of stryehniae upon

various forms of epilepsy and has no hesita-

tion in affirming that in a large majority of

cases its effects are most beneficial. He found

but three cases in which it produced no favor-

able result, and no case in which it produced

an unfavorable effect. He gives a medium
quantity, as a dose, for a lengthened period,

rather than carying the dose very high at first-

The best results are obtained from gr. 1-10, to

gr. 1-8 twice a day, in solution, the system ap-

pearing to regain its nervous strength under

the continued use of the medicine.

gr. x.

TiJJ xviij.

Florida as a Winter Resort for Invalids.

The Boston Journal of Chemistry for June

has the following remark

:

" The number of invalids who have migrated
from the North to Florida, the past winter, is

very large. It has been stated that up to Feb-
ruary more than forty thousand had passed

through Richmond and Lynchburg, on their
way south. It is evident that this matter of
sending sick people to Florida may be fraught
with mischief to many, and that no one should
leave a comfortable northern home except
under the advice of a judicious, sensible phy-
sician.

Dr. J. D. Mitchell, of Jacksonville, writes
to a friend as follows :

' East Florida is

crowded with visitors from the North this win-
ter ; and notwithstanding so much has been
written upon Florida and its hygienic advant-
ages, etc., a great many of those who are in
the last stages of consumption come here to
die amongst strangers. It is strange physi-
cians do not try to learn more concerning our
climate, so as to be able to more correctly
judge what cases can be benefitted and what
made worse.' "

We take occasion in this connection to men-
tion that Dr. D. G. Brlnton, one of the edi-

tors of this journal, has now ready for press a
" Guide Book of Florida and the South At-

lantic States," especially designed for tourists

and invalids. It will appear in August, and

will contain full and minute information on
the climate, soil, accommodations, routes, etc.,

of Florida, with a number of chapters ex-

pressly for invalids, describing what cases can

be benefitted by such a change.

Dr. Brlnton speaks from personal observa-

tion and a thorough knowledge of the country

gained in extended tours in different parts of

the peninsula.

Prof. Herba, the Dermatologist.

The Vienna correspondent of the Medical

Press and Circular of London says :
" There

are specialists for the diseases of almost every

organ at Yienna, First, for the diseases of

the skin there is the greatest authority, not

only in Yienna, but in the whole of Europe

—

except England, France, and Italy—Professor

Hebra, a fat, short man, with a remarkable

boldness and sincerit}- in speaking. His lec-

tures are visited and diligently followed by all

nations, except those of the Latin race
;
prin-

cipally by Swedes and Norwegians. He has a

great hospital at his disposition for demonstra-

tions, and each man is presented, undressed,

but the women only expose the affected parts.

His work on the diseases of the skin is accompa-

nied by plates most skilfully painted after na-

ture by a ph}Tsician who was at the same time

a great artist. The work was printed at the

expense of the Academy^of Sciences. I heard

him (who does not believe at all in homoe-

opathy, but hates it less than the orthodox

school) apostrophise his audience, when speak-
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ing of acute exanthems, thus :
—'Gentlemen,

—I beg you particularly not to treat these dis-

eases by another method than by homoeopathy

;

that is to say, do nothing /' And on speaking

of chronic skin diseases, especially eczema, he

quoted a case which could not be cured by
him. The patient did not return for a long

time. Finally he met him in the street and
found him quite cured, and asked how he was
cured. He answered, ' By Homoeopathy .' The
professor remarked on this—' But do not be-

lieve that it was the remedies ; not at all—but

the regimen, the abstinence from all external

treatment, particularly from water and oint-

ments.' "

Cure for Snakebites.

Mr. Arthur Baillie, of Plymouth, paid atten-

tion to this subject as early as 1835. He en-

tertained an idea that an emetic would be effi-

cacious. Many years passed before he had an
opportunity of trying the eftect of such treat-

ment. At length, in 1849, when he was stay-

ing at a cattle farm in Venezuelan Guiana, an
Indian peon was brought to him who had been
bitten by a rattlesnake. He treated him as he
had previously determined, and had the satis-

faction of seeing him recover. At the time he
took notes of the case, and, a few weeks after,

sent them to London for publication, and the

fact was duly recorded in the Medical Times,

September 1, 1840. He confidently recom-

mends to the Profession the following treat-

ment : "When a man is bitten by a venomous
snake, the prompt exhibition of a full dose of

ipecacuanha combined with a little extract of

capsicum, which is a powerful diffusive stimu-

lant. After waiting fifteen or twenty minutes,

let him have warm water to promote its ope-

ration. After that ceases, give him some light

or liquid food, with brandy or other alcoholic

stimulant. Ligatures and all kinds of applica-

tions to the external wounds are useless ; the

punctures simply indicate the part where the

reptile has injected two drops of venom into

the capillaries.

Suicides at St. Petersburg.

Dr. Hubner gives the following particulars

of those which occurred during the years 1858-

67. They were 544 in number, 461 men and
83 women. During the same period there oc-

curred 477 (384 males and 93 females) sudden
deaths, and 424 (346 males and 78 females)

deaths from drunkenness. Hanging was the

most frequent form of suicide
;
officers, stu-
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dents, and man-servants chose shooting in pre-

ference ; officials and clerks chose sharp in-

struments, and the inhabitants of Finland and
the Eastern maritime provinces preferred

drowning. A suicide took place as early as

11 years of age. Twenty was the most fre-

quent age, then came 30, and lastly 40. In the

period 1858-67 there occurred 198 suicides (31

females) from hanging and strangling, 117 (31

females) from cutthroat or suffocation, 103 (22

females) from drowning, 54 from gunshot, 49

(11 females) from precipitation, 22 (4 females)

from poisoning, and one man fracturedhis skull

total, 544. As far as the causes can be ascer-

tained, Dr. ITubner arranges them in 4 cate-

gories, which attribute 112 suicides to insanity,

21 to bodily suffering, 114 to drunkenness, and

15 to family differences.

—

Beilage zur deutschen

Klinik, Nov. 2.

Criminal Poisoning.

M. Chevalier furnishes a table indicating the

various substances which have been employed

for the purpose of poisoning in the cases which

have led to criminal proceedings in France

during the ten years 1855-65. The total num-
ber of cases is 494, and the following is the list

of the respective articles employed, twenty-

nine in number:—Arsenic, 135 times; phos-

phorus, 180 ;
verdigris, 15 ;

sulphuric acid, 22

;

sulphate of copper, 83 ; nux vomica, 1 ; mer-

curial ointment, 1 ;
cantharides, 10 ;

glass in

powder, 2
;
sulphate of iron, 3

;
colchicum,l '•>

Fioraventi balsam, 1; hellebore, 6; tartar

emetic, 2 ;
laudanum, 6 ; carbonic acid, 1

;

eau sedative, 2 ;
ammonia, 3 ;

hydrochloric acid,

4 ;
strychnia, 5

;
syrup of poppies, 1 ;

mercury,

2 ;
morphia, 1 ;

potash, 1 ;
digitaline, 2 ; nico-

tine 1 ;
prussic-acid,l ; croton oil, 1 ;

antimony,

1 ;
total, 494.—Chimie Med., January.

Description of a New Ligament.

O. Lannelong and A. Le Dentu—(Arch,

de Physiol. Norm, et Pathol. 1, 448-450) de-

scribe a ligament which arises from the poste-

rior layer of the sheath of the sterno-thyroid

muscle, inserts itself at the inner surface of

the first rib, behind the sterno-clavicular ar-

ticulation, and is thence continued to the an-

terior surface of the pericardium. This band

includes the remains of the thymus gland. It

serves to fix the pericardium at its anterior

portion, and is the counterpart of the " liga-

mentum vertebro-pericardiacum," described

by Beraud, which attaches the posterior sur-

face of the pericardium to the spinal column.



June, 12, 1869.] NOTES AND
How to Cure the Staggers.

Cumbrian farmers maintain a cattle dentist,

and with manifest advantage to the health of

their flocks ; and some among them have sur-

prising skill in treating sheep afflicted with
the staggers. This disease is caused by the

presence of a hydatid, the Taenia Coenurus, in

the brain; the skull becomes soft over the

spot where the intruder lodges, and then the

farmer, taking his knife, cuts out a disc of the

softened bone, and, inserting a roughened
quill into the brain, draws forth the cruel

enemy, replaces the bone, and binds up the

wound. I saw some sheep, with their heads
in bandages, which had been thus treated,

and had a talk with a young farmer, who told

me that most of his cases survived the opera-

tion.

—

Med. Times and Gaz.

Sign of Death.

M. Carriere observes that the D'Ourches
prize of 20,000 fr., if it is intended for the

author of a certain and easy method of deter-

mining the reality of death, ought to be con-

ferred on himself, for the procedure he has

successfully adopted during forty years. It is

simple to a degree. If you hold your hand,

having the fingers well pressed against each

other, four or five centimetres from a lamp or

candle, it appears transparent and of a rose

color—capillary action being in full activity.

||

Place the hand of a dead person in the same
conditions, and this appearance is wanting

;

circulation being absent, the hand is like one

of stone.

—

Rev. Med.. January 31. [Queere:

How would this test apply during prolonged

;

syncope ?]

Confection of Senna in Hemorrhagic Affections,
!fitc.

Perhaps it will not be considered inoppor-

tune if at the present time I may be permit-

ted to direct your attention to the great value

of the confection of senna, administered in the

I

usual dose, in case of hemorrhagic affec-

I

tions, particularly the following, viz:—Epis-
taxis and hemorrhoids, and even also in dys_

sentery when there is much blood evacu-

ated. It may.be difficult to point out its modus

operandi, but, nevertheless, it seems to oper-

ate by contracting the venous capillary system'

It may, notwithstanding, possess a peculiar

virtue of its own in thus arresting, and also in

curing, such affections. Por some years past

I have been extremely gratified by its being

so administered, and I think that it deserves
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to be tried on a much greater scale in all

affections where blood is preternaturally dis-

charged. WlLLOUGHBY AliDING, M. D.—Times and Gazettee.

Ague in Bussia.

The ague presents to the Russian baboushka
(wise women or midwife) a field for the most
singular operations in the healing line. It is

surrounded by superstition and mystery; it

is called "the neighbour," (fern, gen.) the

"friend;" whilst its real medical name, lik-

horadha or likhomanka, signifies spiteful joy

or spiteful allurement, as though an unseen
spirit took a spiteful delight in torturing his

victim. There is a belief that until it is

frightened away it will continue to bother the

patient, also that when coming to a favorable

crisis, it appears in a hideous form in dreams.
—Romanoff's "Sketches of the Greco-Russian

Church^

——A not uncommon adulteration of gly-

cerin is to mix sugar and dextrine with it.

These substances have not hitherto been easy

to discover when mixed with the glycerin; the

following process is, however, said to answer

perfectly : To 5 drops of the glycerin to be

tested add 100 to 120 drops of water, 3 to 4

centigrammes of ammonium molybdate, 1 drop

of pure nitric acid (25 per cent.), and boil for

about a minute and a half. If any sugar or

dextrine is present, the mixture assumes a

deep blue color.

Physiological Effects of Tobacco.

The Secretary of the London Med. Soc.

read a paper by Dr. Elliott, of Hull, on the

effects of tobacco and nicotine on the goat.

He found that an ounce of shag tobacco eaten

from his hand by a goat, had no effect at all.

He then injected beneath the skin of the neck

ten minims of nicotine. "Violent symptoms

were produced in thirty seconds ; loss of power

in the limbs ; hurried respiration, and muscu-

lar tremor. The pulse rose from 80 and 90 to

1G9. Death was momentarily expected, but,

in twenty hours after the operation, the goat

was quite well again. Dr. Elliott considered

that the complete 1oss f p we r w 1 1 e \ 1 se n s a t i 1 >i 1

was unaffected, and the heart's action strong,

had a practical bearing, favoring the opinion

of Professor Haughton that nicotine is the

best agent for the treatment of tetanus and

poisoning by strychnia.
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Correspondence.

"Death from Abortion."

Eds. Med. and Surg. Keporter :

Under the above title, in your issue of the

29th ult., you published a communication from

Dr. Hopkins, of Utica, ~N. Y., in relation to a

case where a girl had died from the effects of

an "instrumental" abortion. Pending some

diversity of " professional" opinion elicited at

the Coroner's inquest, Dr. H. inquires, " Do
the majority of women ' shedinnocent blood'?

Would the majority of women inflict such an

injury upon themselves? Is not all experience

to the contrary?"

In response to these questions I would say

that rapidlyaccumulating evidence undoubtedly

proves that, in many instances, woman does

"shed innocent blood," and sometimes loses

her own life as the penalty. In the case

above referred to, the fact that the autopsy

revealed a severely punctured vagina, indicates,
|

rather than otherwise, that the victim had been
j

her own executioner, in her blind rashness.
|

Women, in certain straits, will make use of
|

any means in their power to escape discovery
|

and disgrace. Many are so circumstanced that
j

they cannot command the pecuniary " bonus"

necessary to secure the services of a " profes-

1

sional while many, learning something of
|

the modus operandi of " professionals," and
j

stimulated by the daring of desperation, will

secretly resort to practices as hazardous as

they should be detestable.

Cases of what are sometimes termed "acci-

dental" pregnancy in the unmarried are fre-

quently accompanied with strong incentives to

the commission of this crime, when, to the

disordered mind of the victim of lust, death

itself appears preferable to exposure. Even
wiihin the sacred "marriage pale" are to be
found women who do not hesitate to do vio-

lence to their own bodies under certain cir-
j

cumstances, prominent among which is the

mere disagreeableness to some of the prospect

of becoming mothers, and being subjected to
j

the drivations and annoyances that result from
having to nurse and care for little baby " nui-

j

sances."

There is reason to believe that in some lo-

calities the habit of slaughtering " the inno-

cents" becomes so common among women as

to be considered one of their fashionable ac-

complishments ; and it is a notorious fact that

both wives and their husbands too often mani-

fest a morbid eagerness in their endeavors to

obtain information of the means of preventing

offspring.

Wives of well-to-do husbands are often jeal-

ous of each other's immunities from the bur-

thens of maternity, and, the force cf example
outweighing all restraining consideration, they

grasp at even the rudest means to " geu rid of

the thing," consoling their consciences as far

as possible with the erroneous idea that if the

deed is done before they "feel life," there is

nothing essentially condemnatory in the act,

further than the personal peril attending its

accomplishment.

Two or three years ago I was informed by
" one who knew," (an intelligent lady pastmid-

dle life), that the habit of inducing miscar-

riages had recently prevailed among the " up-

per ten " class of married women in a certain

large town, (where she then resided) to such

an extent as to become a matter of unpleasant

notoriety,—until it received a temporary check

by the death of the wife of one of the eminent

citizens of the place. My informant asserted

it was the practice among the ladies of this

fashionable circle to make certain uses of in-

struments for themselves when they found

the}^ were enciente. If no specially alarming

symptoms attended the accomplishment of

their desires, things passed off' without any in

particular being the wiser ; but if the exigen-

cies of the situation made it necessary, a phys-

ician would be called in to manage the case

without being informed of the real cause that

rendered his services requisite.

The writer was once astounded by the con-

fession of an intelligent and gifted married

lady to whom he was sometimes calleu, pro-

fessionalh7
, to arrest attacks of violent convul-

sions to which she had been subject for a num-
ber of years, that during the earlier part of her

married life, she had produced, by her own
hand, three miscarriages on her own person,

with an instrument obtained by her husband

for the purpose ! The dreadful operation was
repeated by this young, beautiful and stylish

women because she did not want to be " both-

ered with babies." What was the conse-

quence ? Besides almost losing her life on

the occasion of each miscarriage, this deluded

woman has ever since daily, and almost hourly,

suffered from aggravated disease of the womb,
that has in great measure resisted skillful

treatment, and robbed her life of nearly all

the pleasure she hoped to secure by the avoid-
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ance of the trials and self-denials of maternity.

And this is not all. Now, that she has grown
older and wiser, and the maternal instinct as-

serts its divine supremacy, and she would
gladly clasp to her bosom a child born her

own, she is deprived of the blessing through

the inability of the disordered matrix to re-

tain the germ of the human form divine longer

than two or three months after impregnation.

a. B. H. Swayze, M. D.
Mahanoy City, Pa., June 3d, 1869.

Obscure Intermittent Affection.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter :

I accidentally came across the following case

,

fourteen miles from here, which I have been
asked to treat. Will you or some of the pro-

fession give me, by letter or otherwise, an
idea of the trouble and the treatment neces-

sary.

Mrs. W., set 38, is the mother of three

children, eldest nine and a half years, young-
est eight months.

In September, 1864, she had been feeling

badly for ten days, when she was attacked
with a chill about the middle of the day, which
lasted all the afternoon, followed by a profuse

cold perspiration. She resided in the moun
tains, where intermittent fever was unknown .-

The next day a cathartic was administered,
which acted severely, causing vomiting. Her
medical attendant then commenced a treat-

ment of one grain doses of quinine every hour,
until ten grains were taken. Sometimes
larger doses would be given, but during the
morning only. She suffered severely with her
head. This treatment was continued every
day during the fall and winter, being confined

to her bed from September until February.

No chills were distinctly felt during the
time, but the disposition to them was plainly

perceptible. Finally, quinine was abandoned,
and arsenic substituted. Three to ten drops of
Fowler's solution was given three times daily

for eight days. This she believes cured her,

but thinks her system was saturated with the

arsenic. She had very sfcrange feeling and
burning in the flesh afterward. " The chills

were turned from cold to hot."

In May, 1865, the second child was born;
she then kept her bed six weeks. " Had no
strength, and felt the same kind of weakness
as now."
In September, 1865, placed herself under

the care of a doctress to be treated for some

uterine trouble. The treatment consisted of

local application to the uterus, and electricity,

which cured her.

On the 17th day of September, 1868, had a

very severe attack of neuralgia in the right

side of the face, head, neck and arm, extend-

ing down the side, and subsequently inducing

partial numbness. The fingers are at present

numb. This attack brought on labor at eight

months.

Present Symptoms.—A constant tired and
weak feeling. The recumbent position always
resorted to, though through considerable effort;

sits up an hour at meal time, when it is neces-

sary to have the back well supported. Pulse

small and weak, 135 while sitting up, 105 when
reclining. She does not believe it is generally

so rapid. Thinks she has palpitation of the

heart, and feels as if it will sometimes stop

beating.

Has a dragging sensation and feeling of

weakness in each lumbar and inguinal region,

and ia the abdominal spines, extending up-

ward.

No appetite, but very little emaciation ; bow-
els inclined to be loose ; urine sometimes pale, *

and when such is the case, she suffers severely

with headache. Can walk about twenty rods,

and hold objects in her grasp but a few min-

utes. No agitation or unsteadiness in her

movements.
Menstruates regularly ; has a slight discharge

from the vagina during the last five or six

weeks. No bearing down pain.

Breathes and sleeps well
;
expression and

color of face good ; does not look as if any-

thing ailed her.

Auscultation of the heart was overlooked
;

had no speculum to examine the uterus ; urine

not tested.

Some time previously she placed herself

under the care of a Homoeopathist, who after

giving her nux vomica, belladonna, phos-

phorus, ergot, etc., and using electricity exten-

sively for three weeks, dismissed her with the

remark " there is nothing the matter with

you." W. J. Craigen, M. D.

Emporium, Pa.

Extra Utsrine Pregnancy.

Eds. Med. and Surg. Reporter :

With your permission I would like to have

some facts published in your valuable journal,

bearing on the comments on the case reported

by Dr. Palmer.
The Doctor assumes that his is the first
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case recorded where extra uterine fcetation

" has gone on to and beyond the full period of

gestation," and that " in no case (except the

one reported by him,) has pregnancy extended

beyond four and a half months."

Although extra uterine pregnancy is happily

of unfrequent occurrence, there are cases,

authentically recorded, where the foetus re-

mained in its abnormal position, not only as

long as Dr. Palmer's case, but much longer.

In Ramsbotham's System of Obstertics, page

579, there is a case of extra uterine pregnancy

recorded at length, under the author's own
observation, in which the foetus remained

eleven months in its abnormal position from

the time of conception. Another case is re-

corded, (Ibid, page 573,) m which a child was

removed, measuring 22 inches in length, which

was retained in its extra uterine position no

less than eight years.

Thus it appears, that, though Dr. Palmer'*

case is an interesting one, it is not an excep-

tional one.

P. J. Roebuck.
Litiz, Pa., June 4, 1869.

Bromide of Potassium in Epileptic Convulsions.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter :

I was called, in the month of April last, to

see a young married woman who her friends

stated was crazy and having fits. On arriving

at the residence of my patient, I found her in

the midst of one of her paroxysms, which I

diagnosed to be hysterical. Recovering from
this one she soon passed into another of the

same kind. I attempted to give her chloro-

form, but she could not tolerate it in any form

of administration. She recovered soon from

this paroxysm, and in the course of five or ten

minutes was seized with another, which man-
ifested all the symptoms of epilepsy. She had

some three or four of these epileptic convul-

sions during the hour which I remained with

her. During that time I gave her ten or fif-

teen grains of opium; when I left she seemed

quite rational, and was resting very easy.

Having another patient some distance in the

country who needed direct attentions, I

promised to call again on my return. I did

so, and found that my patient had recovered

from the effects of the opium, and had had one

or two slight paroxysms. I then left her four

powders of Bromide of Potassium, each con-

taining about five grains. These I ordered

her attendents to give her every three hours.

Called to see her next day, she had had one

tolerably hard convulsion and one or two slight

ones of an epileptic character; continued the

Bromide of Potassium the same as the day

before. Called to see her the next day ; had

been free from any convulsions since the day

previous; felt but slightly the premonitory

symptoms of one or two attacks. Continue

the same treatment, with the exception of

lessening the dose. To this date, May 21st,

she has been entirely free from the convul-

sions or any of its symptoms. I will state

here that this woman had been suffering from

the paroxysms a day or two before she came
under my care. In the course of three days

I discontinued the Bromide of Potassium, and

put her upon the Citrate of Iron and Quinine.

She is now attending to her household duties.

In this case I think that the Bromide of Po-

tassium is deserving of all the praise.

Profuse and Long Continued Lochial Discharge

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter :

On the morning of April 30th, I was called

to see Mrs. S. She was suffering from lochial

discharge of two months' duration. About a

month ago her child died, since which time it

has been quite profuse, of a very dark color,

and very disagreeable odor. There was n«

tenderness or pain in the region of the uterus.

The patient was somewhat anamiic from loss

of blood. Had been under treatment for about

two weeks, but supposing she was receiving

no benefit, had discontinued her medicine.

Attributing the discharge to a relaxed state

of the system, and particularly to a relaxed

condition of the uterus, I decided on the fol-

lowing course of treatment : Fluid ext. cin-

chona?, t'3j, with ferri sulph.gr. j, three times

a day before meals. And also fid. ext. ergot

gtt. x, morning and evening in a wineglass full

of water.

Under this treatment the patient made rapid

improvement up to this date, May 9th, at

which time she says she is " quite well" again.

It is also proper to state that the bowels

were kept regular by the administration of

seidlitz powder as occasion required.

R, H. McKay,
Fort Craig, N. Mex. Asst. Surg. IT. S. A.

Treatment of Tape-Worm.

Eds. Med. and Surg. Reporter :

I succeeded, a few days ago, in causing the

expulsion of a tape-worm (Taenia lata) from

an Irish woman, ret. 28, by means of the fol-

lowing treatment

:
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Patient took three compound cathartic

pills at bed-time. The next morning at nine

o'clock, having taken no breakfast, she swal-

lowed an ounce of oil of turpentine with

coffee. This was followed, in the course of

two hours, by an ounce of castor oil ; and the

worm, which is thirty-one feet long, and con-

tains upward of 2,500 segments, made its ap-

pearance in the course of the evening.

Very truly yours,

J. W. PlNKHAM.
Montclair, N. /., May 24th, 1869.

Hydrophobia.

Editors Med. and Surg. Reporter :

Having the opportunity of seeing a case of

hydrophobia, I thought it would perhaps be

of some interest to submit the history and

treatment to the readers of your valuable jour-

nal.

The case of Clara—
,
set., 16, residing on

Germantown avenue, this city, was bitten by a

strange cat, which had entered the house, about

9 weeks previous to the attack, inflicting only

a slight wound on the right hand, about the

wrist. The wound healed kindly, and no more

attention was paid to it until Monday morn-

ing, 26th ult., about 6 o'clock, A. M., when she

was suddenly seized with spasms, although

feeling rather unwell a few days previous,

with a catarrh in the head, as they called it,

and also a slight numbness in the right arm.

Dr. Rosenberger and myself were called

to see the case about 7 o'clock, A. M., and

after getting the history of the case, soon re-

cognized the disease. We at once attempted

to give her morphia by the mouth, but on the

approach of a liquid she was instanly seized

with spasms and constrictions in her throat,

with an inordinate amount of saliva in the

mouth and fauces, which she attempted to

clear with her hands. The pupils were di-

lated very much
;

pulse about 140. About

9i o'clock Dr. S. R. Morris was invited to see

the case, who at once recognized the disease,

and upon his suggestion we gave her a hypo-

dermic injection of morphia, consisting of a i

grain. At 12i o'clock we went to see her

again, and found it had acted like a charm,

lessening the frequency and severity of the

spasms, and was more tranquilized in her

mind. She expired about 4 o'clock P. M., of

same day, with less intensity of agony than

the majority of such cases; assigning the

happy results in mitigating the sufferings of

this disease, especially, to the use"of hypoder-

mic 'medication, an indispensable mode of

palliating the sufferings of many and innumer-

able diseases.

Jas. Van Buskirx, M. D.

Phila., May 19th, 1869.

News and Miscellany.

Cure for Snake Bites.

The London Medical Gazette and Times

quotes this case

:

A girl, named Isabella Mellross, aged 14,

had, when drawing water from a hole, been

bitten on the extremity of the last phalanx of

the little finger of the right hand by a carpet

snake, which had coiled itself round the cord

of the ascending bucket. Dr. Barnett, who
was sent for, found that the mother had ex-

cised the bitten part, and put a ligature round

the finger immediately, and given about two

ounces of gin. The girl was being walked

about between two others. Countenance swol-

len and dusky, conjunctiva much injected,

cornea glassy, pulse small and slow, breathing

also slow—a complete state of stupor, from

which with difficulty he could only partially

rouse her and obtain an incoherent muttering

reply to a question ; if the support was with-

drawn she sank on to the floor. Dr.Barnett
injected fifteen drops of solut. amraon. into the

median vein of the injured arm, also gave one

drachm of sp. ammon. co., and washed the

wound with solut. ammon. In a few minutes

she became violently excited, laughing, cry-

ing, singing, biting, and throwing herself about

so much as to require two persons to restrain

her. The patient took five doses of brandy

(three drachms) and ammonia during the after-

noon, and by seven the excitement had sub-

sided, consciousness was restored, and she

was pretty well. The very next afternoon

the same girl found a snake basking in the gar-

den ; she watched the brute and called for her

mother to come and kill it, which was done :

whilst she was stepping back out of the way,

two snakes issued from a bush, and one of

bit the girl on the hand. Excision, ligature,

gin, and ammonia were administered by the

mother, and fifteen drops of liq. ammonias

were injected into a vein at the elbow by Dr.

Barnett. No symptoms of snake-poisoning

occurred, however, although the patient suf-

fered severely from the shock and fright. The
cases are published in the Melbourne Argus,
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We would remind our readers of the possible

share, as suggested by Dr. Weir Mitchell,
which the large doses of alcohol may have had
in generating the symptoms.

Small Pox in New York.

The Board of Health would seem to be

rather uneasy under the reported spread of

the small-pox in New York. They have em-

ployed sixty inspectors to visit the various

public schools on a particular day to vaccinate

the children. The day was to be kept secret,

under the apprehension that their parents

would not permit the children to attend. At
the small-pox hospital on Blackwell's Island,

90 cases have been reported.

Hungary raises nearly all the wine

made in the Austrian Empire, about thirty

million barrels. It is worth on the spot about

$2 per bbl., but, notwithstanding its cheap-

ness, only about one per cent, of it is exported.

A patent has been obtained for the

manufacture of water-proof paper. It will be

no uncommon thing, by and b}r
, to carry a

quart of milk home in a paper bag.

[Notices inserted in this column gratis, and are solicitedfrom
all parts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolutions of
Societies at ten cents per line, ten words to the line.]

MAEEIED.
Coleman—Richey.—May 18th, at the residence of the

bride's mother (Mrs. M. J. Richey, Indiana Co., Pa.,) by
Rev. D. J. Irwin, W. C. Coleman, M. D., of Latrobe, Pa.,
and Miss Belle J. Richey.
Jessop—Roland—May 25th, in York, Penna., at

Zion Lutheran Cburch, by the Rev. A. W.Lilly, Samuel
N. Jessop, of Dauphin, Pa., and Miss Lizzie S., daughter
of Br. Wm. S Roland, of York.
Kitchen—Eckel—May 18th, 1869, at the residence of

the bride, by Rev. Albert Barnes, assisted by Rev. Her-
rick Johnson, D. D., Dr. Frank H. Kitchen, of Spring-
town, Pa., and Miss Annie M. Eckel, of this city.

DIED.

Lincoln On the 5th instant, at Aiken, S. C, Mrs.
Nannie Moale Lincoln, wife of Dr. N. S. Lincoln, of
Washington, D. C, and daughter of the late Col. Samuel
Moale, of Baltimore.
McKim—On Sunday, the 6th instant, Mrs. Caroline

L. Gibbs, wife of Dr. S. A. H. McKim, of Washington,
D. C.
Pollock.—In Williamsport, Pa., May 29, Samuel Pol-

lock, son of Wm. L. Purdy, and grandson of Samuel Pol-
lock, M. D., aet. 4 years, 11 months.
Potter At Pliillipsburg, Pa., May 13th, Mrs. Mary

E. Potter, wife of Dr. T. B. Potter, in the 35th year of her
age.

QUERIES AND REPLIES.

Diseases op Women—Dr. C. H. II., of Ky " Will you
please give me the best way of using carbolic acid in ul-
ceration of the cavity of the neck of the uterus ? Should
it be applied in crystals, or in solution, and of what
strength should the solution be, and how often should it

be applied ? Is it a good remedy in ulceration of cavity

of neck of uterus? What is the best caustic to apply in

ulceration of uterus, and should it be applied in solution
or in substance, and how often should it be applied?
What is the best treatment in chronic inflammation of the
membrane that lines the cavity of the body of the uterus ?

Are not injections into the cavity dangerous ? Please
tell me the best work on diseases of women."
Carbolic acid crystals usually liquify in warm weather.

They should be dissolved in three or four times their

weight of water, and the parts touched lightly wilh the

solution. In many cases very much weaker solutions will

answer. Nitrate of silver, chromic acid, bromine, and
carbolic acid are the best caustics in such cases. The
frequency of their application depends on the case.

Thomas on Diseases of Women Is as good as any work in

the language.

Uses op Chromic Acid.—Dr. C. FT. II. of Ky.: " I wi-h
you to answer the following question through the columns
of your valuable journal : I have just been reading an ar-
ticle in one of my medical journals on ulceration of the
cervix uteri, where it says that chromic acid should not
be used of a greater strength than equal parts by weight
with water. Now I wish you to tell me if I understand
these proportions right or not. Am I to take, say forty
grains of chromic acid and forty grains of water ? Are
those the proportions that I am to use to make a solution
of equal parts of chromic acid and water ?"

Prescriptions ought never to be written in this loose

way. We suppose that twenty grains of chromic acid and
twenty grains of water are meant.

A Dentiprice—Dr. J. P., of Indiana—" I examined
lately a lady's and a gentleman's teeth. The molars were
very thickly covered with an earthy tartar-like deposit,
which has same color, and if not scraped off, gets verv
thick all over teeth and is very annoying. Their health is

otherwise good in all respects. Is there anything I can
use to remove the tartar ?"

A good simple dentifrice for the purpose is :

R Cretajprep.,

Pulv. Orris Rad.,
Pulv. Camphorse aa ^ss

S. P. r. n. ad lib.

American Pepsin—Dr. W. S. R—On page 241 of the
Compendium, part 3d, and page 249, Sept., 1868, number
of the Reporter, I read a very interesting articloby Dr.
I. S.Hawley, " On the use of Pepsin in the Diarrhoe a of In-
fants." In the cases so successfully treated uy the doctor,
he uses the " American pepsin." Does he refer to Hough-
ton's, or is there another American preparation? I wish
to be informed. I have been fortunate in the treatment
of some cases of dyspepsia with the foreign pepsin, but
of late I think it is not as pure as formerly.

Dr. Hawley refers to the pepsin he prepares himself.

He can be addressed at Greenpoint, N. Y.
Uterine Ulcers—Dr. J. K., of Ky—Some prominent

physicians now dispense with the caustic pencil in uterine
ulcerations, and, instead of it, medicate the gutta-percha
cup (advertised in this journal) with Iodide of Potassium,
or any other paste to suit the case. The nap is also an ef-
fective uterine supporter. The treatment is, therefore,
appropriately adapted to the case you inquire about.

The Effect of Vaccination—Dr. W. F., of Ind
" Will you tell me, through the Reporter, whether any
person that never was vaccinated can have the small-
pox, and not one pustule fill? and will a person take the
varioloid from a varioloid patient? This question is on
debate, and your answer decides it."

To the first question we answer, no; to the second, yes.

Dr. B. M. of Iowa : " Will you please inform me through
your Answers to Correspondents, whose truss is described
by D. L. D. Sheldon, in your issue of March 13, 1869, and
who manufactures them ?

Address Mr. Sheldon, 704 Broadway, N. Y.

Dr. J. H. K.,of Pa. : " Will you please inform me whose
patent for Drug^ Mill, calculated for shop use, is most ap-
proved, and price of the same."
The best pattern is Swift's. We can send you one for

$16.00.

Dr. A. A. C.,cf Mass.: We can send you the Journal
of Obstetrics for $3.00 a year. It is still published, and
we have not heard that it would be discontinued.

Dr. J. I. G., of Ga.—A good set of Obstetrical Instru-
ments costs &20.0. a good Hypodermic Syringe, S4.50-
Dr. R. H. L., of Iowa—Hodge, on diseases of Women,

costs $4.50, sheep. His forceps are $7.00.
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Lectures.

A LECTURE ON PNEUMONITIS.

By A. P. Dutcher, M. D.

Late Prof, of the Principles and Practice of Medicine in
the Charity Hospital Medical College, Cleveland, O.

Continued from page 439.

HI.—DIAGNOSIS AND PROGNOSIS OF PNEUMONITIS.

The diagnosis of this disease can, in most in-

stances, be made out from the general symptoms ; but

their occurrence and their degree are very uncertain,

and by no means constantly announce its extent or

even its presence. Of any single symptom the expect-

oration is certainly the most significant. But this is

not always to be depended upon, for it is sometimes

communicated to the bronchial mucous membrane

by congestions which are not inflammatory, as in or-

ganic diseases of the heart, causing great pulmonary

congestion, and, also, after pulmonary haemorrhage.

The physical signs are therefore more to be depend-

ed upon than the general symptoms. When crepita-

tion is present, it usually points out its existence, ex-

tent and state. Increased dullness on percussion

with bronchial respiration, always shows that the dis-

ease has passed into the stage of hepatization.

There are only two diseases with which pneumon-

itis may be confounded, bronchitis and pleuritis.

From the former it may be distinguished by the

crepitation, which is finer and more equal than that

of bronchitis, by the rusty tinge of the sputum, and

as the disease advances, by the dullness on percus-

sion, and bronchial respiration, the skin is hotter,

and less livid than in severe bronchitis, neither- is the

cough or dyspnoea generally so urgent. From the

latter it may be distinguished by the absence of that

sharp, cutting pain in the side, which renders the

act of deep inspiration and coughing well nigh im-

possible, the presence of crepitation and the rusty

sputum, and also the absence of the chlorides in the

urine during the stage of consolidation. Their re-

appearance shadows forth returning health in thelung.

The prognosis of pneumonitis is commonly

favorable. When it becomes complicated with other

disorders, or is secondary to them, the prognosis should

be given with great caution. Double pneumonitis

is a very grave and fatal disease, and it almost always

points to the existence of pulmonary tuberculosis.

The duration of simple pneumonitis is usually twelve

or fourteen days, at which time convalescence will be

pretty firmly established. When it terminates fatally

death commonly occurs late in the second stage.

This stage of the disease is reached in different periods

of time. I have seen cases where the whole lobe of

a lung wras perfectly hepatized in three days from the

commencement of the culminating chill. Dr. Flint

says : "I have known an entire lobe to be solidified

by two pounds of exudation matter, as determined

after death, in less than twelve hours." I have never

met with a case where hepatization occurred in so

short a period, neither do I think it possible. It

usuallv takes from three to five days for a lung to

become perfectly solidified, and some times longer.

As a general thing death occurs sometimes during

the second week. It is said that the disease some-

times lingers for a long time, that is, becomes chronic,

and the patient ultimately dies with symptoms re-

sembling pulmonary tuberculoids. Pathological re-

search would rather confirm this idea, but the clin-

ical evidence in support of it is more imaginary than

real. Chronic pneumonitis is a disease that does not

admit of a description. I know of no characteristic

symptoms that would point out its existence. All

the symptoms are physical signs that have been men-

tioned by our standard authorities as evidence of the

disorder, may and do occur in cases of bronchial di-

lation or tubercular diseases of the lungs.

Statistics show that the influence of age on the

mortality of pneumonitis is very great. The period

of life during which the most favorable termination

is to be expected, is before the age of thirty. After

this the disease becomes more fatal, without our

being able to refer this to any other cause than the

progress of age. In young children it does not ap-

pear to be more fatal than in adults ; but then it is

comparatively rare, most of the cases being second-

ary, and much more fatal. Thus, when it occurs in

chronic disorders, especially in chronic dysentery, in

cancerous and tnbereulous diseases, and heart dis

orders, it sometimes hurries the patient out of the

world very suddenly. When it occurs as a compli

cation of delirium tremens, it most always proves

fatal. Indeed, we may say, that persistent and con-

tinued delirium, even in individuals whose habits

457
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are regular, when suffering under this disease, is a

very serious symptom, frequently terminating in

coma and death. Under such circumstances, post-

mortem, will commonly show inflammation in the

brain, particularly the membranes of the organ*

Occasionally, however, where the disease has mani-

fested a typhoid type, and the delirium has been of

a low, muttering form, the most careful examination

of the brain has failed to detect any organic lesions.

IV. MEDICAL MANAGEMENT OF PNEUMONITIS.

This must be adapted to the age of the patient, his

constitutional temperament, the type and stage of

the disease. If the patient is young, of a marked,

sanguine temperament, and plethoric, the attack

acute, primary, and the disorder in the first stage,

anti-phlogistics are in demand. Venesection stands

at the head of the list of our therapeutical measures

for this form and stage of the malady. And in tnis

age of medical skepticism in relation to the remedial

power of medicine, in mitigating and curing pneu-

monitis, even those arch innovators in medical prac-

tice, Drs. A. Flint and Chambers, have not had

the courage to ignore it altogether. It is true, cases

pass through the disease safely without bleeding, and

so they do sometimes without any medical treatment.

But this is no argument against the use of the lancet.

Its utility must be settled by an appeal to the results

of practical experience, and these are all in favor of

venesection, as they now stand recorded on the

pages of medical history.

From my own observation, I am well satisfied

that, during the last ten years, the mortality of pneu-

monitis has been increased very much by the non-

employment of the lancet, and other legitimate anti-

phlogisicts, which once received the sanction of scien-

tific physicians the world over. But I hear you say,

bleeding will not cut the disease short. I am not

so sure of that. I think I have met with cases where

the disease has been promptly arrested in the first

stage by a prompt and free bleeding. But supposing

ing it will not cut that disease short, as many
maintain, yet I still contend that it is highly useful in

mitigating the more pressing symptoms, and prepar-

ing the system to receive the benefit of" other thera-

peutical measures.

When bleeding is instituted under the circum-

stances indicated above, it should be performed

promptly. The patient should be in the semi-erect

posture ; the pulse should be reduced in force and

frequency, the breath should be more freely drawn,

the pain in the chest should be lessened, before the

arm is tied up. Dr. Smett in his lecture on pneu-

monitis says, " No exact rule can be given as to the

quantity of blood that should be abstracted. A
single free bleeding of eighteen or twenty ounces, or

until some degree of faintness is induced, may re-

duce the pulse permanently to a sufficient degree

;

while in other cases, and they are frequent, the pulse

may rise again in force, and require a repetition of

the same practice, even for several times, and at

short intervals. As a general rule, however, one or

two blood-lettings from the arm, sufficient to induce a
degree of faintness, are enough to reduce the pulse,

and prepare the system for other remedies/'*

If, after bleeding the skin still remains hot, the

pulse full and frequent, the urine scanty, and the

bowels constipated, a wine glass full of the follow-

ing may be administered every two hours, until the

latter are freely moved :

R Magnesia sulphat.

Sodse sulphat. aa 5j.

Antimoniietpotassastart. grij.

Aquae fontis, v iij . M.
After this, the following may be given in teaspoon-

ful doses, every two or three hours, as the necessity

of the case may demand

;

R Syrup, senegas f^as-
Tinct. digitalis,

Spiritus setheris nitrosi aa f£iij

.

Morphia? sulphat. gr. ij.

Syrup, simp. f^j. M.

In this first stage of the disease I have found few
things more useful than the alcoholic fumigating

bath, especially where the skin remained persistently

hot and dry. At this stage of the disorder local de-

pletion and counter-irritants are frequently indicated,

particularly the latter. Mustard poultices, turpen-

tine stoups, the oil silk jacket, and Dr. Chamber's

mush jacket may all be useful in their place, but

with the exception of the oil jacket, they are such

filthy applications that I seldom recommend them.

The emplast. cantharidis -is an infinitely better

therapeutical agent. I know it is objected to by
many practitioners at this stage

; they say it aggra-

vates the disease. But we have no evidence of this.

If the feelings of the patient are to be be taken in

testimony, as to the value of any therapeutical agent,

we surely have no lack of evidence for the employ-

ment of blistering in every stage of the complaint.

Some physicians have attempted to explain away its

utility upon the grounds of some hypothetical phys-

iological principle, that a blister can never do any
good until the stage of resolution, and then its chief

value is owing to its influence in producing active

cell growth and disintegration, which restore the

affected parts to their wonted health.

In the second stage of pneumonitis antiphlogistics

are still demanded. This will not be questioned by
any scientific practitioner who has been much in the

habit of treating this disease outside of the wards of

a large hospital. They are especiaUy indicated

when the disease appears to have become stationary.

A few ounces of blood taken from the arm will often

produce a very marked change in all the symptoms

for the better, when even a good portion of the

lung is perfectly hepatized.

Listen for a few minutes to what Dr. Chambers

says on this subject

:

"You will find some authors try to ground rules

*Swett on the Chest, p. 108.
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about blood-letting in pneumonia in the supposed

degree of consolidation of the pulmonary tissue.

These rules are practically inapplicable. They say

you should bleed so long as you know that the lung

is in the first stage of consolidation, (i. e. congestion,)

as proved by fine crepitation and incomplete dull-

ness ; and that you should not bleed after it has be-

come completely consolidated, as to admit no air

into the finer bronchi, a state declared by the sound
of coarse crepitation and complete dullness. Such
a iule is quite useless at the bed side, and will often

prevent you employing active practice in cases

where it is urgently called for.

" In the first place, in the majority of cases fine

crepitation is marked by the mixture of coarse crepi-

tation, produced by catarrhal mucous in the larger

bronchi, especially in the catarrhal pneumonitis of

the young. If you wait until you can distinctly

hear fine crackels, you will wait too long. * * *

"Your best guide to the necessity will be the

dyspnoea. If your patient is inhaling from twenty

to thirty times a minute, straining convulsively the

muscles of inspiration, you may know that conges-

tion is recent, and is spreading to new spots ; and

you will act wisely by endeavoring to stop it. And
yomr best check against excess will be the balance

of the heart and arteries."*

When general depletion cannot be used at this

stage of the disease, local depletion may be employed.

Cupping is commonly better than leeching. When
the disease is complicated with pleuritis, it is very

beneficial in removing the pain in the affected side,

but is quite inferior to blistering. At this period of

the disorder mercury is a remedy of great power.

Indeed, I would not attempt to treat a grave case

of pneumonitis without it. Several years ago when
veratrum viride was at the zenith of its glory, I did

treat a few cases without mercury, but I soon found

in pleuro-pneumonitis that the disease was more

protracted, the effusion in the chest greater, and the

damage to the lung more serious ; hence I have a

very poor opinion of its remedial powers in this com-

plaint, and seldem ever prescribe it in any form of

of chest disease, depending upon inflammatory action.

In some forms of organic disorder of the heart, where

an efficient arterial sedative is indicated, it is often

very useful. But in pneumonitis we not only need a

sedative but a defibrinator, and in the latter particu-

lar mercury has no rival. I believe that the great

majority of the patients who die with this disease, do

not succumb so much from the consolidation of the

pulmonary tissues, as they do from the excess of

fibrin in the blood. This state of the blood often

leads to the formation of heart-clot, which frequently

occurs when the disease is passing through the stage

of resolution, and speedily destroys the patient's life.

I have frequently seen this demonstrated by post-

mortem, and I have generally found, on careful in-

# Chambers' Lectures on the Renewal of Life, p. 255.

quiry, that these cases had been treated mostly with-

out mercury.

During the third stage little medical treatment is

necessary. If the patient is feeble or old, tonics and
stimulants are often demanded. Where we suspect

a malarial complication quinia should be freely ad-

ministered throughout the whole course of the dis-

ease ; in large doses of eight or ten grains, it is an ex-

cellent sedative as well as tonic. When the process

of resolution is tardy, a succession of small blisters

should be applied to the affected side, and iodine and
mercury administered according to the following

formula

:

R . Potassii iodidi, gij

.

Hydrarg. bichloridi gr. j.

Vin. colchici sem. fJss.
Tinct. cinchona? comp., f^iijss.

Sig.—A teaspoonful every six hours.

Communications.

FATAL CASE OF CAEBUKCLE.
By M. Rosenwasser, M. D.,

Of Cleveland, Ohio.

Read before the " Cleveland Academy of Medicine."

As the fatal termination of this disease is not of

every day occurrence, and as this special case was

considerably commented on at the time, I have re-

solved to report it in full for discussion before the

Society.

M. B , set. 38, formerly in the hide and pelt

business, but recently a milk peddler, of moderate

muscular development, weighing about 130 pounds,

called at my office, June 15, 1868. I found on the

back of his neck, somewhat to the right of the me-

dian line, a tumor extending 2| inches to the pos-

terior border of the sterno-mastoid muscle, and from

a level of the mastoid process and occipital protru-

berance 1| inches downward. The tumor was hard,

the skin over the same red, raised in shape of a

cone of which the top was ulcerated and pierced by

several holes, whose bases looked yellow ; it was im-

movable upon the parts below. The tumor began

to become uncomfortable on the 12th Lost. Patient

had some headache and chills, says he " can bear it

no longer ;" pulse somewhat accelerated. The diag-

nosis was very patent—we had a carbuncle to deal

with.

The hardness, tension and severe pain of the tu-

mor, its short duration, besides the nervousness of

the patient from sleepless nights, induced me to con-

sider this an appropriate case for immediate surgical

interference. My proposition to make the usual

crucial incision was acceded to by the patient : the

hair was therefore shaved from the surrounding skin

and the incisions made beyond the infiltrated parts;

but little blood was lost, and to prevent the wounds

from agglomerating, some arranged lint was inserted.
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June 19. Hitherto there has been no change for

the better, though linseed-meal poultices had been

constantly applied to the tumor, and cold to the

healthy parts beyond. Tumor somewhat increased

in size ; necrotic spots visible, but not loose enough

for extraction
;
quite a number of additional perfor-

ations in the skin. Wounds washed with Sol. creo-

sot. gi: Aq. £xij; pain not allayed by £ gr. dos.

morphia.

June 20. Infiltration reaches an inch above the

occipital protuberance
;

spots still adherent to sur-

rounding tissue Patient had recurrence of chills,

suffers much from stiffness caused by tension of the

tumor. Order wine, give gentle purgative and con-

tinued external treatment.

June 21. Infiltration still enormous ; find gangrene

to extend beneath the fascia of the neck ; make
some incisions into it, and remove some mortified

parts around the edge of wound. Give tinct. cin-

chon. et ferr. ter die; cold to the top of the jjhead

continued.

June 22—2 P. M. In consultation with Dr. Wil-

liam Meyer, former family physician. Pulse 114

per minute, weak
;
edge of wound in width of an

inch all around gangrenous ; no demarcation.

Agreed to use yeast poultices and R decoct, cort.

chin. reg. 3i:3vi, acid, sulph. aromat. 3H. Patient

suffers severe headache, against which R morph.

sulph. gr.iir^i—S. 25 drops pro dosi.

June 23—9 A. M. Dr. M with me
;
yester-

day's gangrenous part marked off by a bluish red

line, which we considered as line of demarcation

(but this it did not prove to be). Patient had not

slept, though signs of inorph. iutoxication evident;

bowels loose
;
pulse 108. Continue treatment, ad-

ding aromatic poultices of chamomile and cloves.

5 P. M. Wound same as A. M.
;
pulse 90 ;

eyeballs

protrude from sockets
;
prognosis very dubious.

June 24—4 A. M. Called on account of oedema of

eyelids and face
;
eyeballs still protruding

;
pulse 78

;

frequent hiccough ; still no„ distinct demarcation.

For hiccough & Sod. bicarb., which stopped it. In

my own mind I gave up the
J
case from suspicion of

affection of the contiguous meningeal membranes,

though symptoms were not marked enough to pro-

nounce such to be the fact.

IP. M. With Dr. M ,;pulse 78; had taken

some food; demarcation begins to show itself;

oedema about the same ; severe pain in the forehead

and eyes; upon the whole, symptoms slightly more
favorable than this A. M. ; continue external treat-

ment, and for oedema the following linament: R ol.

menth. pip., ol. carophyll. aa £i, ol. oliv., glycerin

aa gi. Internally decoct, cinchon. and tinct. vale-

rian
;
nourishing diet : beef tea, beer soup, white of

eggs.

7 P. M. Patient in delirium, pulse 90
;
constantly

desirous of getting out of bed ; must be held in the

same.

June 25—9 A. M., with Dr. M . Pulse 108;

still delirious
;
sloughs getting looser, easily made to

bleed beneath, showing that granulations were

springing up; oedema of face continues. Treat-

ment of yesterday continued.

7 P. M. Pulse 120; tongue quite paralyzed, use

of it impossible. At 10| P. If. patient dying; pulse

thread-like, weak, 180; respirations 40; extiemities

growing cold, covered with clammy sweat
;
jaws set

;

introduce teaspoonful of wine, which is not swal-

lowed. At 11| P. M. respiration stertorous; ex-

tremities cold ; sensation still acute.

June 20. 7 A. M. Patient had become comatose,

senseless, and has just expired quietly, without

spasms.

An autopsy could not be obtained. It would have

been of interest to convince ourselves of the proxi-

mate cause of death
;
though we were both at that

time of the opinion that the patient died of inanition,

yet upon a second thought, I entertain strong doubts

of its assumption. The fedema of the face, the pro-

trusion of the eyeballs (caused either by serous

transudation or purulent deposit), the severe and

constant headache, the excruciating pain in the fore-

head and eyes, the repeated chills, the sudden fall of

the pulse on the 23d, from 10S, A. M., to 90, P. M.,

and its stationary condition at 78 from the following

morning until the approach of death, the constant

delirium for the two days preceding dissolution, and

the comatose finale—all tend to point out the pres-

ence of some lesion at the basis of the brain, or what

seems still more probable, the presence of one of the

many dubious forms of pyaemia with an abscess at

the base of the cranium or in the orbital cavity. The
presence of some, though not a ravenous, appetite

from the time demarcation became evident, the want
of a high degree of emaciation as is usual in persons

who die of exhaustion, the appearance of granula-

tions only one day before his end, and the short du-

ration of the disease in question—these facts seem to

plead against inanition as the cause of death, while

they do not conflict with pya?mia as such.

As regards the treatment, I will but mention the

reproach made by non-professional individuals that I

had " cut too early." This course is justified by the

greatest surgical authorities ; crucial incisions are

advocated only in the incipient stages of carbuncle to

prevent the spreading of the disease and to allay the

pain. It is true, this object was not affected, but

still it does not prove that the patient died in conse-

quence. This case only confirms what the eminent

English Surgeon, James Paget, saj s in a recent clin-

ical lecture on the treatment of carbuncle :* " Car-

buncles will spread, after cutting, in as large a pro-

portion of cases as they will spread in without cut-

ting if they can be divided in the first three or

four days, while still hard and brawny, it may relieve

some measure of the suffering ; at a later period the

incisions have no influence at all and even cut

* In the Medical News and Librarv for March, 1869.
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as you may, you cannot always put asHe the ex-

treme pain that a carbuncle sometimes has, even to

its later time."

The application of emollients to the wound, and of

cold to the adjacent healthy parts, was in accordance

with the treatment of a case prior to this—a perfect

counterpart—which I cauterized with Vienna paste

because the patient would not consent to have it cut,

and in which this poultice procedure was followed by

marked abatement of inflammatory action in the

sm-rounding tissues ; this patient made a fine re-

covery.

Whether the patient would have recovered if any

expectant treatment had been pursued, or whether

cauterization would have been preferable to incision

cannot be decided ; certain it is that I shall in future

be very reluctant in advocating incisions in carbun-

cles, even though they be harmless, so long as they

are productive of no good.

PRELIMINARY REMARKS ON THE
PHYSIOLOGY OF THE NER-

YOUS SYSTEM.

By C. B. Haskell, M. D.,

Of Rockport, Mass.

Experimental Physiologists have been much exer-

cised, of late, in reference to the conflicting results

of ablation of the cerebellum, as practised by Flou-

rens, and, more recently, by Daltok and other

vivisectors. Floueens removed a large portion of

the Cerebellum, and certain disturbances of motion

followed, from which the conclusion was drawn,

that that organ was for co-ordinating and combining

the muscles in the various movements of the body.

This doctrine held almost undisputed sway, until

within a few years, when the excisions were re-

peated by Daltox, and although the same results

followed at first, the animals that survived the inju-

ries some weeks, had the function restored without

renewal of the organ. In view of these facts, Dr.

Hammojo) considers all theories of the office of the

Cerebellum unsatisfactory. Dr. S. Weir Mitchell,
though he has bored the Cerebellum with an awl,

sliced it, frozen it, mercurialized it, blistered it, etc.,

is not prepared to say what it does, or what it does

I lot. And Daltois" himself, while he believes " it is

1 a good thing to have our opinions overhauled from

time to time, and subjected anew to the bar of criti-

cism," holds that "the theory of Flotjrens still

remains the debatable ground on which the discus-

sions of the cerebellar functions must mainly be car-

ried on."

It seems to me that the conclusions to be drawn

from these contradictions are not limited to the facts

immediately surrounding, but extend beyond, and

reach the method of investigation itself. In other

words, when experimental Physiology, postulating,

as it does, special endowments of the nerves, and
special purposes in the formation of the nervous

centxes, and aiming, by vivisections, to discover

them, finds the function predicated of an organ botk

destroyed and preserved when the organ is destroyed,

it comes to a dead lock. If, when two-thirds of the

Cerebellum is sliced away, and the co-ordinating

function is destroyed, it proves that that function

belongs to it—it equally proves that, if two-thirds are

sliced away, and the function is not destroyed, the

function does not belong to it. And it is human na-

ture to inquire what is the value of a process that

leads to such results.

Were this the only instance in which Experimental

Physiology contradicted itself, there might be a de-

gree of plausibility in the attempts of Hammoxd and
DALTOisr to refer to shock or vertigo the effects wit-

nessed. These words have been employed before to

explain the seeming inconsistencies of experiments,

and, though the length of time required for the ani-

mals to continue in the states expressed by them was

greater than we are accustomed to witness, still' the

explanation is better than nothing.

It is now nearly half a century since we have been

made to believe, on the strength of experiments per-

formed by Mage^die and Bell, that one set of

nerves were possessed of a motor endowment, and

another set of nerves were possessed of a sensitive

endowment, or property, inherent and fixed.

dogma in Physiology has been considered more

firmly established than this. It has been held as the

great discovery of the age. Every Professor, and
every text-book, has been the medium, at once, of

imparting this wonderful discovery to the pupil, and

instilling into his mind the proper sentiments of re-

spect and admiration for its renowned discoverer.

Nay, so specific and distinct have been these proper-

ties, that drugs have been found which could effect

one set, and not the other, and vice versa. Yet re-

cently we have had the most distinguished Experi-

mentalist of the present day, Mr. Browns Seql'Aed,

announcing that "the same nerve fibre may serve to

sensation, or to motion, when transplanted from one

nerve to another," and explicitly denying, in contra-

vention of his previous teaching, the "peculiar and
specific properties " of nerves, and this, too, on the

strength of experiments performed by Messrs. Yul-
pia^ and Philipealjx.
Thus we have two great theories overthrown by

the same means by which they were supposed to be

established, and that, after dominating nearly half &

century. The one respecting the function of an im-

portant nervous centre, the other respecting the

function of a class of nerves the most generally dis-

tributed of any in the body. The only legitimate in-

ference from these contradictions is, that the method
of inquiry that developed them, viz. : experimental

physiology, is a failure. It may be less humiliating

to the pride of opinion to discourse about such words

as " shock and vertigo," than to frankly acknowledge
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the error of a life-long pursuit. And it may serve to

smooth the passage from antecedent teachings to the

teaching that is about to be ; to interpolate a tubula-

tion of "functionally distinct nerve fibres." For

we thus descend from vital endowments, through

quasi specific properties, to the plain physical proper-

ties which are all that really inhere in the nerve, and

are spared the shock to our prejudices, which results

from a too sudden transition. In this respect it is

not hazardous to say that the history of Physiology

will always repeat itself. Let any specific office

whatever be predicated of any nervous centre—let

any specific property be predicated of any nerve fibre,

and, sooner or later, there will be instituted a class

of experiments that will nullify it. For the simple

reason that the nervous system was constructed on

no such plan. The crossed sensation in the spinal

cord of Browx-Sequard, there is reason to believe,

awaits the fate of the co-ordinating power of the

Cerebellum. Here, as* heretofore, and elsewhere,

experiment will continue to contradict experiment,

until the conclusion is reached, that Physiology re-

fuses to be positively constructed ; that her problems

admit of a solution in no material, or semi-material

menstruum; in fine, that there is a power behind

the nerve greater than the nerve, and a power behind
the Cerebellum greater than that organ.

REPORT OF A CASE OF URINARY FIS-
TULA, PRODUCED TRAUMATICAL-
LY, AND CURED BY THE "LANCET-
TED STILETTE."

By Geo. B. Fundenberg,

Of Cumberland, Md.

Kead before the Medical Society of Allegheny County.

I have the honor to report a case of "Urinary Fis-

tula," caused by the falling of the roof of a coal bank

upon the hips of a young man aged twenty-one

years. The accident happened on the 7th of Feb-

ruary, 1S68. The patient came under the care of

my friend, Dr. Care, of Grantsville, who found

the bladder filled with a coagulum of blood, with

total retention of urine, and the yoimg man in a

most critical condition. The bladder was washed

out, and the daily use of the catheter became neces-

sary for two months. The instrument, however,

was introduced with increasing difhculty, on ac-

count of a tumor which was forming in the peri-

neum, arising apparently in the prostatic region,

and which proved to be an abcess, which opened

spontaneously, and left several urinary fistulas

through which the mine constantly dribbled.

From this time until the patient presented him-

self to me, which was one year from the date of the

accident, he suffered severely. There were three

fistulous openings in the perineum, which were dis-

charging urine in turns, one, an inch in front of the

anus, and one on each side of this, towards the

tuber ischii.

The patient stated that his bladder was always

full, but at times the distension and consequent

straining was excessively severe, and he bore in his

countenance the expression of protracted suffering.

There was constant stillicidium of urine
; only an

occasional drop had passed by the urethra since the

formation of the fistulas ; and he was from time to

time seized with severe chills, accompanied with

vomiting and febrile reaction, and altogether was in

a most deplorable condition, which if not relieved,

could only end in complete disorganization of the

bladder, &c.

When I first began to treat this patient, I had

hopes that a bougie could be made to pass per vias

naturales, but after most patient trials with instru-

ments of all kinds, even down to the finest French

filiform bougies, I came to the conclusion that no

instrument coxdd be passed. Several of my medical

friends, who, by my request, made some efforts, met
with no better success. Professor Syme, of Edin-

burgh, lays it down as an axiom, that when urine

passes, an instrument properly manipulated will

also pass, and Listen takes the same ground ; but

the experience of many modern surgeons has proven

that this sweeping assertion cannot be sustained, as

there are quite a number of cases, especially trau-

matic ones, in which the best skill has failed.

The very important question now arose—what

method will give this young man the best chance ?

Without an operation he cannot live, with one he

may die. Syme's perineal section, which is un-

doubtedly the operation, when a sound can be in-

troduced as a guide, in this case would be certainly

extremely hazardous.

For although it is easy enough to cut through a

stricture deep in the perineum, when you have the

groove of a sound to cut into and follow, it becomes

quite a different operation when your sound is in-

troduced only to the beginning of the stricture, and

you are required to cut beyond it, and open a new
urethra through parts distorted and altered in their

anatomical relations by sloughing and cicatrization.

Such an operation is confessedly a dangerous one,

and extremely unsuccessful in its results. Xo other

means hen remained except to endeavor to follow

the natural channel by a catheter with a cutting in-

strument concealed within it, and thus open a pas-

sage as nearly as possible in the natural tract of the

urethra. In this case, in which a dense cicatricial

tissue existed, the risk of urinous infilration was

very much lessened, and if the intrument could be

made to enter within the circle of the sphincter of

the bladder, no incontinence of mine would be left.

If, however, incontinence should ensue, the pa-

tient although relieved from present danger would

yet be in a most undesirable condition. I therefore

could come to no other conclusion, than that the

cautious use of the lancetted stilette would afford the
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best results. I accordingly had the instrument which

I have shown you, manufactured for me to order by

W. F. Ford, of New York, which as you will ob-

serve consists of a catheter shaped canula open at

both ends, into which this stilette with a bulb at

its extremity is passed, thus converting the canula

practically into a closed catheter with a rounded ex-

tremity. Here I show you the lancetted stilette,

which when protruded cuts a passage of the diameter

of the canula, and is governed by a screw, so that it

cannot be pushed farther beyond the end of the

canula than the operator desires.

On the 6th of March, 1S69, assisted by my son,

Dr. S. H. Fundexbeeg, having previously directed

the patient to avoid his usual straining as much as

possible, and thus permit the bladder to become dis-

tended, I introduced the canula with the bidb stilette

into the urethra, up to the commencement of the

Stricture, which was beyond the bulb of the urethra;

then with a finger in the rectum I guided the in-

strument so that it pointed as nearly as possible in

the proper direction, and then holding the instru-

ment immovable, I withdrew the bulbous stilette

and introduced the lancetted stilette, the screw being

so adjusted as to permit its point to protrude only

hah" an inch beyond the end of the canula, and

pushed it up to the screw. Then withdrawing the

stilette I introduced the bulb and pushedthe canula

into the cut. In this way I expected to feel myway
into the bladder, for the lancet only protruding half

an inch, could not depart far from the curve of the

canula. I now made a second cut and pushed the

canula onwards, but after making the third cut, I

found I could not pass the canula through this dense

portion of the prostate, and therefore protruded the

lancet half an inch more and pushed it onwards. I

now withdrew the stilette and without difficulty intro-

duced through the canula a No. 1 gum catheter, with

which I evacuated the contents of the bladder, with

immense relief to the poor fellow, who placing his

hands on his hypogastric region remarked that he

felt empty for the fifst time since his injury.

This operation was performed at 2 o'clock of the

6th, and the catheter was left in the urethra until the

morning of the 8th, when a No. 2 was introduced

without difficulty. On the next day a No. 3 was in-

troduced ; on the 14th a No. 5 ; on the 16th a No. 6
;

on the 23d a No. 7 ; and on the 26th a No. 9, and in

a few days after this he left town for home.

In using these catheters, the patient was instruct-

ed to wear them in the urethra during the night,

thus obtaining the utmost advantage from their di-

lating powers, and promoting the melting away of

the wails of the passage.

I received a letter from him a few days ago, in

which he states that he uses a No. 9 catheter twice a

a day with the utmost facility—that he has not the

slightest incontinence of urine, and can empty his

bladder of one fourth of its contents by a voluntary

effort, that his health is restored and that he feels as

well as ever.

I have no doubt but that he will fully regain the

power of expulsion. After such long continued and

extreme distension, the bladder does not recover its

contractile powers, except gradually and slowly.

I omitted to state that after the operation, not a

drop of urine passed by the fistulas, and that when
he left they had completely closed, and the indura-

tions around them had entirely disappeared.

Medical Societies.

IOWA STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY.
The Iowa State Medical Society convened in the

city of Des Moines, Wednesday, May 16th. The
President, Dr. Philip Harvey, of Burlington, in the

chair.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and

approved.

The annual address was delivered by the Presi-

dent. Its subject was " Climatology, especially with

reference to Southern Iowa." We make the follow-

ing extract from it on the climate of Southern

Iowa:

This region, in its eastern portion, has a mean
yearly temperature of 50 degrees, the scale of Fah-

renheit being the one always referred to in my re-

marks. The different seasons have the average of

49 degrees for the spring, 73 degrees for the sum-

mer, 53 degrees for the autumn, and 25 degrees for

the winter. The extreme range is from 25 degrees

below zero to 105 above ; these extremes may be

passed, though very rarely; indeed, they are only

reached in seasons of unusual severity. The months

of April and October have nearly the same mean
temperature, which corresponds with that of the

year. The mean heat of our warmest month, July,

is near 80 degrees, almost as warm as it is at Yera

Cruz, in latitude 19, while that of the coldest month,

January, is about 22 degrees, nearly the same as

that of North Cape, in Europe, a point far within

the Arctic Circle. These facts may seem incredible

to some
;
they are, nevertheless, based on good au-

thority.

To show at a glance on the map the comparative

mean temperature of different localities, Humboldt

devised the ingenious plan of drawingwhat he called

isothermal lines, or lines passing through those

points on the earth's surface at wliich the annual

temperature is the same. Our mean temperature

for the year I have stated is about 50 degrees. It

will be interesting, probably, and illustrative of the

laws of climate, to trace the isothermal line of 50 de-

grees in its eoiuse around the Northern hemisphere.

This line, by some geographers is laid down on the

charts as marking the most favored zone of tempera-

ture: the one best adapted to man's moral and physi-
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cal well being, and to the production of those plants

and animals on which his well being depends. Cross-

ingthe Pacific Ocean, it strikes the western shore of

our continent north of Vancouver's Island, near the

jOth parallel. It then bends strongly towards the
south up to the western slope of the mountains till

it reaches Sante Fe, making a bound of over 13 de-

grees of latitude, chiefly caused, however, by the al-

titude of that locality, which is nearly 7000 feet above

the sea level. Descending the Rocky Mountains, it

turns almost directly north till it has descended to

the western plains, about our own line of latitude,

which it then follows, with but slight deviations to

the Atlantic. Crossing that ocean it again rises to

the north of the 50th parallel, at Ireland. Travers-

ing that island it follows west by south course and
falls to our latitude again in its way through the

Chinese Empire, from whence it again climbs to the

north of fifty in its transit over the Pacific. Intend-

ing merely to convey a general idea. I have omit-

ted to mention the smaller variations that occur on
tins line of equal yearly warmth. It shows that the

contiguity of the oceans raises the temperature on
the western sides of the old and new continents

more than ten degrees of latitude on the eastern

sides, taking the year round. In the opposite sea-

sons the difference is still more marked; for while

Ave experience here, in Southern Iowa, the summers
of Spain and Southern California, we have the win-

ter temperature of Alaska and Scandinavia, lying-

north of the 60th parallel.

It is a continental feature for the summer and
winter extremes of temperature to be protracted to

the end of each season ; the west sides of conti-

nents in the temperate zones being warmer in the

Spring, while the east are so in the Fall. Compared
with the western side of our continent, we have in

Southern Iowa the winter of Alaska, the spring of

Vancouver's Island, the autumn of Southern Ore-

gon, and the summer of Southern California ; all of

our seasons, however, being subject to more sudden

changes than occur in any of those localities—the

mean temperature being what is referred to. The
Atlantic States are to some extent subject to the in-

fluences of a marine atmosphere, consequently

their extremes are somewhat less than ours. In

summer there is a remarkable uniformity of warmth
extending from the Gulf of Mexico to Central

Iowa, across more than twelve degrees of latitude.

We will now turn our attention to the circum-

stances connected with the precipitation of atmos-
pheric moisture in the region under consideration.

On the southeastern border of our State the amount
of precipitation in rain and snow for the year is

perhaps a little less than the average falling near the

borders of the Atlantic, in the same latitude; it

amounts to about forty inches. In going west this

amount decreases ; about half way between the

Mississippi and Missouri rivers it declines to thirty-

SOCIETIES. [Vol. XX.

five inches ; near that stream it is only thirty ; after

passing Fort Kearney it gets down to fifteen inches

an amount below the requirements of fertility and

the country becomes in consequence almost a desert.

For the different seasons the amount of precipita-

tion in Southern Iowa is about as follows : In the

Spring from 12 declining to 10 inches as we go west,

in the Summer from 14 to 12, in the Fall from 9 to

6, and in the Winter from 5 inches to 2. The
Eastern States have more rain and snow in the win-

ter season than we have, and sleigh riding is a more
common occurrence there than here.

Dr. Carpenter, chairman on Necrology, offered

the following, which was received and unanimously

adopted

:

Whereas, This Society has heard with deep sorrow of

the death of Dr. Edward Whinnery, of Fort Madison,

late Vice President of this Society, and for many years

one of the most zealous workers in the cause of science

and in the diffusion of moral influences among its mem-
bers

;
therefore,

Resolved, That in his sudden calling oft* we recognize

the omnipotence of the Divine Will of Him who giveth

and taketh away, and may we emulate the example of

our late worthy Vice President.

Resolved, That in the death of Dr. Whinnery this Society

deeply feels the loss of one whose pleasure it was to labor

for its growth and usefulness.

The committee on nominations for Officers for

the ensuing year offered the following report :

President—Dr. S. B. Thrall, of Ottumwa ; Vice-

President—Dr. N. Steele, of Fairfield
;
Secretary

—

Dr. A. G. Field, of Des Moines ; Treasurer—H. L.

Whitman, Des Moines
;
Corresponding Secretary

—

Dr. E. H. Ilazen, of Davenport. For Censors

—

Drs. J. Williamson, of Ottumwa ; M. A. Dashielle,

ofHartford ; Wm. Watson,Dubuque ; James Gamble,

Le Claire
;
George F. Jenkins, Sandusky ; and David

Beach, Des Moines. For Trustees—First District

—

Dr. A. M. Carpenter, Keokuk; Second District—Dr.

W. F. Peck, of Davenport ; Third District—Dr. J.

C. Lay, of Dubuque ; Fourth District—Dr. Wm.
Voght, of Iowa City; Fifth District—Dr. C. H.

Rawson, of Des Moines
;

Sixth,District—Dr. N. S.

Smith, of Belle Plaine.

On motion, the Society adjourned to meet on the

tliird Wednesday of February, 1870, in the city of

Des Moines. A. G. Field, Sec'y.

MEDICAL SOCIETY OF WEST VIR-
GINIA.

PKOCEEDINGS OF THE SECOND ANNUAL MEETING.

Clarksbtjeg, June 2d, 1869.

The Medical Society of the State of West Vir-

ginia met in the Southern Methodist Church, at 3

P. M.

The President , Dr. H. W. Brock, of Morgantown,

occupied the chair.

The Secretary, Dr. A. H. Thayer, of Grafton, was
present.

The session was opened with prayer by the Rev.

Mr. Way, of Clarksburg.
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Dr. J. W. Ramsay, of Clarksburg, chairman of

the Committee of Arrangements, welcomed the

members in an address.

Dr. A. S.Todd, ofWheeling, chairman of the Com-
mittee on Medical Botany, read a lengthy and in-

structive report, which, on motion of Dr. Bowcock,

was referred to the Publication Committee, with

instructions that it be printed with the transactions.

Dr. Sharp's report on new Remedies, was read by
Dr. Thayer, Secretary, which, on motion, was or-

dered to be filed. Dr. Safford, of Parkersburg, spoke

at length on the therapeutic uses of Bromide of

Ammonum, and especially as to its efficacy in the

treatment of acute rheumatism. On motion of Dr.

Hupp, the interesting and satisfactory report of Dr.

Hildreth, on climatology and epidemics was read,

which, on motion of Dr. Ramsay, was ordered to

be published with the proceedings.

Dr. Brock, (Dr. Campbell in the chair,) read his

report on the expediency of petitioning the Legisla-

ture to enact a law for the compulsory registration of

births, deaths and marriages.

Dr. Hupp remarked that the report did not in-

clude compulsory vaccination, as was required by
the resolution creating the Committee.

The report was received on motion.

The Society then proceeded to the election of offi-

cers for the ensuing year, and the balloting resulted

in the choice of the following gentlemen

:

President—J. W. Ramsay, Clarksburg.

Vice Presidents—E. A. Hildreth, Wheeling; J.

M. Cooper, Wellsburg; Elias S. Bronson, Buck-

hanhon.

Secretary—James M. Lazzell, Fairmont.

Treasurer—John C. Hupp, Wheeling.

Censors—H. W. Brock, chairman; I. K. Berka-

bile, M. Campbell, J. H. Legge, G-. Baird, B. W.
Allen, W. J. Bates.

Dr. Hildreth introduced resolutions creating a

committee, (Messrs. Lazzell, Safford and Thayer),

to invite the regular practitioners of the State to co-

operate with the Society in the advancement of

Medical Science. Adopted.

Dr. Todd presented a resolution, creating three

districts in the State, and in each a committee to

report on Medical Botany. Adopted.

On motion of Dr. Todd, the Society adjourned to

meet at Parkersburg, 2 P. M., on the first Wednes-

day of June, 1810.

MEDICAL SOCIETY" OF HARFORD
COUNTY, MARYLAND.

The regular quarterly meeting of this society was

held in Bel Air, on Tuesday, May 10th, Dr. S. B.

Silver, the newly elected President, occupied the

chair.

Quite a respectable number of members was

present.

Dr. Yirdin was appointed Secretary pro tempore.

The minutes of the preceding meeting were read

and adopted.

Dr. W. Stump Forwood having removed to the

city of Philadelphia, and being unavoidably absent,

tendered his resignation of the office of Secretary,

by letter, in which he feelingly expressed his sorrow

at parting with the members, and severing his con-

nections with an association he had taken so much

interest in.

The resignation was accepted.

Dr. Yirdin then offere d the following resolutions

:

Whereas, The Medical Society of Harford County

haying received an official notice of the resignation of

Dr. W. S. Forwood, its first and respected Secretary, it is,

therefore, deemed eminently just, and no less a pleasant

duty, that an expression of the sentiments entertained to-

ward our distinguished and honored hrother be adopted

Resolved, That it is with feelings of sincere sorrow, both

professional and personal, that we learn the determina-

tion of ou hrother, Dr. Forwood, to separate himself

from our vicinity, and from active membership with our

associated body.

Resolved, That in having to part with Dr. Forwood, we
lose the wise counsel, and the kindly presence of him,

who was at once the suggestor, founder, organizer, and

most useful and zealous member of our association, not

only the foster-father of our local brotherhood, but in

every respect an honor to our whole profession : a physi-

cian of thorough scholarship inrnedicine, and large prac-

tical knowledge of the healing art, and also an honora-

ble, corteous, and high-minded gentleman, whom we are

all, and each ©f us proud to call our friend.

Resolved, That our sorrow at this separation is cheered

by the earnest and reasonable hope that the new field of

labor which our brother has been called upon to enter,

maybe, for many, many years, the scene where he shal

win a wider and still widening circle of friends, as warm
as those who now sorrow at his separation from them,

and a theatre where he may bestow the blessings of his

science and skill upon a greater number of his suffering

fellow creatures, and earn for himself the just and mer-

ciful distinction of a life devoted steadfastly to assuaging,

by all the light and knowledge attainable, the manifold

diseases of our mortal human state.

Resolved, That a copy of the resolutions be forwarded to

Dr. Forwood, published in the ccunty papers, Medical

and Surgical Reporter, and that a page of our pro-

ceedings be set apart to insert them.

Before a vote was taken upon the resolutions, the

President arose and said : Gentlemen of the Medical

Society, I heartily endorse the resolutions just read,

deeply lamenting the withdrawal of our brother from

among us, both as a physician and as the efficient

Secretary of our society, and cannot allow the occa-

sion to pass without a few words of personal tribute.

That he leaves behind him an enduring appreciation

of his worth as a physician and a scholar, deep in

research, profound in judgment, skillful in practice,

and professional in bearing, is but to feebly express

the sentiments of each and all of us. We highly

esteem Ms efforts toward the advancement of the

medical profession, both in this Society and in our

National Association, and trust his removal will not

lessen his earnest devotion and zeal toward the

medical profession.

Dr. Geo. Thos. Hays said : Having heard thereso-
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lutions read, I would be recreant to every feeling of

my heart and to friendship, were I to allow them to

pass without my hearty, earnest and entire approval.

I endorse and approve every sentiment of good feel-

ing, fellowship and approval they express for ovu-

late able, energetic and efficient Secretary, Dr. TV-

Stump Forwood, and when I say my best wishes

go with him for success in his new and chosen field

of labor and skill, I well know I but illy express the

warm wishes of our Society for which he has done

so much. We will ever feel an earnest wish for his

welfare, well knowing he more than deserves it, and

we will always be pleased to have any suggestions

he may be pleased to present to our Society, and

hope frequently to have them.

Drs. Lee, Finney, Evans and others, made some

very appropriate and feeling remarks with regard to

our loss in the removal of the Doctor from our

county.

The resolutions were then unanimously adopted.

The application of Dr. Silas Scarboro for member-
ship was ballotted upon and he was declared duly

elected.

The committee on the memoir of Dr. John K.

Sappington was continued, with the addition of Dr.

Finney. The amendment to the Constitution offered

at the previous meeting was rejected, and the follow-

ing amendments to the Constitution were proposed

by Dr. Silver, and laid over under the rules :

Art. VIII. The meetings of the Society shall be

held on the first Tuesday after the second Monday
in May and November, at the hour of 11 o'clock,

A. M. Special meetings may be held, subject to the

order of the President.

Art. XII. Sec. 14. Election of officers and dele

gates at the May meetings.

Dr. W. W. Hopkins read a letter from Dr. E. E.

Brownell, of East Hartford, Conn., giving some in-

teresting facts connected with his experience on the

Subjects of discussion at our last meeting, " Binder

and ligation of the Funis," which, on motion of Dr.

Hopkins, was entered on the minutes.

Dr. W. W. Hopkins, the lecturer for the day, next

delivered an interesting lecture on the subject of

Puerperal Convulsions, which elicited remarks from

Drs. Evans, Finney and Lee.

Dr. Yerdin moved, and the motion was carried,

that Dr. Hopkins be tendered the thanks of the

society for his able and instructive essay; and a

further motion was made by Dr. Lee, and seconded

by Dr. Finney, that Dr. Hopkins' lecture be pub-

lished in one of the medical Journals.

The discussion on the subject of the lecture not

being concluded, and in consequence of the lateness

of the hour, Dr. Verdin moved, and the motion was
adopted, that the discussion be continued at the next

meeting.

On motion of Dr. Lee, Sciatica was added as a

subject of discussion, also, at the next meeting.

Quite an interesting case of the disease was introduced

to the notice of the Society by Dr. Lee, who said,

that in presenting the patient to the members, it was
with the hope that some suggestions of treatment

might be made that would be of benefit to him ;

besides he considered it the most intractable case of

the kind that had ever come under his observation.

The patient had been under treatment for a year

past, and all remedies that had been resorted to by
him, and suggested by the most eminent medical

gentlemen of the State, have proved unsuccessful

towards eradicating the disease. Large and repeated

doses of opium have now become necessary to pro-

mote even a tolerable degree of comfort.

Dr. Evans said, in similar cases, he has found

benefit from a two grain pill of turpentine, ter die, in

connection with counter irritation.

Dr. Elliott suggested large doses of carb. of iron

:

Dr. Hays, the use of Hypodermic injections of

morphia ; Dr. Finney, the use of Prof. Gross' neu-

ralgia pill. Valuable suggestions of treatment, based

on experience, were also made by Drs. Bouldin,

Silver and others. The latter mentioned a remark-

able cure that came under his observation, from the

use of the waters of the Healing Springs of Virginia.

An election for Secretary, to iill the unexpired

term of Dr. Forwood was then held, which resulted

in the unanimous choice of Dr. Virdin.

A motion was made to adjourn. The President

arose and said that he would be pleased to have the

next meeting of the Society held at his house. The
invitation was unanimously accepted, and the Society

then adjourned.

W. W. Virdin, M. D., Secretary.

MEDICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.
April 12th, 1869.

Peter Marshall, Esq., President in the Chair.

Dr. Morrell Mackenzie read a paper on Syphi-

litic Diseases of the Throat, at the meeting of the

Medical Society of London, April 12th, as reported

in the British Medical Journal. The paper was

divided into the two recognized divisions of Second-

ary and Tertiary Syphilis. In the first, Dr. Mac-
kenzie considered ceythema, superficial ulceration

or erosion, deep but non-spreading ulceration (a very

rare manifestation of secondary syhilis), condylo-

mata, and, as accidental and occasional sequels,

elongation of the uvula, enlargement of the tonsils,

and cauliflower excrescences and fibroid nodules in

the lamyx. Of 42 consecutive cases examined at

the Hospital for Diseases of the Throat, the pharynx

was diseased in 23 cases, the larlynx in 16, and the

pharynx and larynx in 3. Dr. Mackenzie consid-

ered that the tendency of all secondary congestions

and erosions were to heal spontaneously. This

healing was, however, considerably expedited, when

the disease was manifested in the throat, by the ap-
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plications of solutions of mineral astringents, espe-

cially of perchloride of iron—one drachm of the salt

in an ounce of water, but not of nitrate of silver.

For condylomata and mucous tubercle, tincture of

iodine was most suitable. Dr. Mackenzie had not

found secondary mucous tubercle, etc., in the larynx,

whence once relieved, at all liable to recur, nor

nearly so liable to recur in the larynx as in the anus.

In the pharynx, they were very apt to degenerate

into rather deep unindurated ulcers of greyish colour,

differing from mere erosions, and from the deep

sluggish ulceration of secondary syphilis. Dr.

Mackenzie had never found mercury or any other

constitutional remedies necessary in secondary af-

fections of the throat. The erythematous eruption

generally disappeared spontaneously, after a few

weeks, if not sooner
;

if, however, it were at all ob-

stinate, great benefit might result from warm stimu-

lating inhalations, especially of kreasote and oil of

woodpine. Fissures were best treated with solid

nitrate of silver fused on to a slender rod of alu-

minium. Of the sequelae, the fibroid nodules and

cauliflower excrescences were very difficult to treat.

An occasional sequela was paralysis of the muscles,

especially of the adductors of the vocal cords ; often

unattended by any superficial hypersemia. In terti-

ary syphilis, deep, rapid and extensive ulceration

was the most common characteristic. Gummy tu-

mours were frequently developed in the pharynx,

and occasionally in the larynx ; and the muscles and

nerves might suffer either directly or indirectly.

There were also found primary and secondary dis-

ease of the cartilages with secondary oedema
;
and,

as a result, permanent narrowing of the air and food-

passages. In tertiary as in secondary syphilis, the

pharynx was more frequently affected. In 51 con-

secutive cases at the Hospital for Diseases of the

Throat, the pharynx was affected 33 times, the

larynx 15, and both parts only 3 times. The

pharynx was attacked at an earlier period than the

larynx. The ulcers may either occur without any

evidence of previous morbid deposit, or they might

be the result of the softening of gummy tumours.

The pharyngeal ulcers were generally covered with

a thick tenacious secretion, and had thickened per-

pendicular sharply cut edges. Dr. Mackenzie had

under his care, in the London Hospital, a patient

from whom the traverse portions of the body of the

second and third cervical vertebrae had been extrud-

ed, with much hemorrhage—it was believed from

the vertebral artery. In the larynx, the arytenoid

cartilages had been in several cases necrosed and ex-

pelled. The symptoms of these lesions were dys-

phagia, dyspnoea, and dysphonia. The dysphagia

was of two kinds—1, a mechanical difficulty of ob-

struction
;
and, 2, pain without obstruction. The

dyspnoea arose from chronic thickening, cicatricial

narrowing, or chronic or acute oedema. The nar-

rowing caused by cicatrisation of tertiary ulcerations

often rendered tracheotomy necessary. The patient

should be told that he must wear the tube perma-

nently. Gummy tumours were generally foimd in

the tongue and palate ; in the pharynx, then most
frequent site was the posterior wall ; and in the

larynx, the epiglottis, the arytenoid cartilages, and
the ventricular bands. They were either absorbed,

or softened and degenerated into ulcer with thick

walls. The diseases of the muscles and nerves met
with in the latter forms of constitutional syphilis,

were due either to the destruction of tissue, or to

the results of cicatrisation and subsequent absorption,

or to the deposit and softening of gummy tumours

in the muscles or around the nerves, or finally to in-

terstitial myositis. Syphilitic perichondritis in the

larynx was very rare. He had met with three cases

only of pure perichondritis, originating primarily in

the cartilage. Dr. Mackenzie exhibited several

elaborated coloured drawings to demonstrate the

differential diagnosis between syphilis, phthisis, and

cancer in the larynx. The following were the prin-

ciple distinctive features. 1. General Character.—
a. In Syphilis, the ulceration is generally extensive,

and may take place without much thickening : loss

of tissues in its distinctive sign. b. Phthisis, a more
or less uniform thickening is the principal character-

istic; this thickening always precedes ulceration,

c. In Epithelial Cancer, there is generally a very

great amount of irregular thickening and displace-

ment. 2. Site, a Syphilis most frequently, and first,

attacks the epiglottis ; and there are signs of former

ulceration in the pharynx. b. Phthisis most fre-

quently, and first, attacks the neighbourhood of the

arytenoid cartilages, where it produces pyrifomi

swelling ; when it attacks the epigolottis, it generally

produces thickening, and the subsequent ulceration

is often of a worm-eaten character, c. Epithelial

Ulceration generally attacks the posterior surface of

the arytenoid cartilages and the corcesponding wall

of the pharynx. 3. The Secretion from the various

ulcerations is distinctive. In Syphilis, it is thick,

yellow and very tanacious. In phthisis, it is thinner

and frothy. In cancer, the secretion is scanty, ex-

cept in a very advanced stage. The previous history

present constitutional condition, temperature, pulse,

and state of the lungs, also greatly assist in forming

an accurate opinion. The treatment of the ulcera-

tion of tertiary syphilis consisted in cleansing the

ulcers with a dry, stiff, but soft camel's hair-brush,

and then applying a very strong solution of nitrate

of silver
;

or, better still, the solid nitrate fused on

to aluminium rods. In protracted cases, a change

of local treatment was often advisable. He fre-

quently, in such cases, substituted copper for silver,

as a local application. In addition, he administered

iodide of potassimn in ten-grain doses, in combina-

tion with ammonia, and largely diluted. He con-

sidered the local treatment in these cases of the very

first importance ; without it, in spite of the most able

constitutional treatment, it was often impossible to

arrest the disease,
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Editorial Department.

Periscope.

Uterine Fibroma.

The following case of dystocia by the mother's

soft parts, is reported by Dr. Sageb in the proceed-

ings of the State Medical Society of Michigan, for

1869.

Called to visit Mrs. H., aged 38 years, in consulta-

tion with Drs. E. and D. Hall. She has been in

labor for more than twenty-four hours. On exam-

ination, I found the os uteri high in the pelvis, and

crowded against the upper margin of the pubis, by

the presence of a tumor occupying the posterior lip,

and the entire length and breadth of the posterior

wall of the cervix. As nearly as could be estimated

it was at least two inches in diameter, and very firm

and elastic. The os uteri was pretty freely dilated,

but the pains had ceased. By auscultation no foetal

heart sound could be detected. It was decided to

make an effort to bring the head deeper into the

cavity, to facilitate craniotomy, if, as seemed pos-

sible, it should be required. The forceps were ap-

plied without much difficulty and the head, with the

os but slowly dilating, brought to the floor of the pel-

vis. I then determined to continue the traction in

the hope that the resistance of the perineum upon
the tumor would enable me to dilate the os suffi-

ciently to effect delivery. This was, however, but

partially successful ; but by firm and steady traction

the tumor in advance of the head passed out of the

vulva, and then yielding to the distended force, a

dead child was delivered. The perineum was some-

what lacerated, but not seriously. The mother re-

covered without a bad symptom. About six months
afterwards the patient called upon me, looking very

pale and anaemic. She stated she had been subject

to repeated attacks of metrorrhagia, occurring often

when at stool, in spurts and gushes. She also suf-

fered much from pelvic pains, uterine tenesmus and

difficult micturition. The tumor was now found

greatly enlarged nearly filling the cavity, and resting

on the floor of the pelvis, yet often protruding some-

what externally on making anytenesmic effort. She

was informed that an operation woidd be required

as the only effectual method of relief; but advised

delay until by the further use of iron and quinine

and liberal food she might be restored to a more
favorable condition. Meanwhile an inflated gum
elastic and ring pessary were employed to support

the uterus, an office which, however, they very im-

perfectly performed. About two months later she

called again, and the tumor now so nearly filled the

cavity that the finger could with difficvdty reach the

anterior lip, which was stretched like a thin band

over the tumor. The sound was passed about six

inches into the cavity. After a full statement of the

danger attending an operation for the removal of so

large a tumor, she cheerfully consented to anything

deemed necessary for relief. After a few days an

operation for enucleation was performed with the

assistance of Drs. E. IlALi.and Wm. Lewitt: the pa-

tient laying on the left side, and placed under the

influence of cldoroform, a museux hook was insert-

ed near the end of the tumor, and by very moderate

traction caused to emerge partially from the vulva ;

an incision was made through the thin walls of

the cyst, and by the aid of the fingers, aided by thJ

hook, it was detached, and removed in two or three

minutes. A large discharge of serous fluid followed

immediately, and after the lapse of ten minutes free

hemorrhage took place from the evacuated cyst, ne-

cessitating the use ofa sponge saturated with a diluted

solution of ferr. per. sulph. The pidse became very

feeble and frequent, and the sighing respiration, so

characteristic of hemorrhage, disdosed the suffering

of the constitution, and demanded the free use of

brandy, laudanum and beef tea for two or three

hours, when free reaction occurred, and the patient

expressed herself as feeling very comfortable. The
sponge tampon was withdrawn the next day and the

coagula removed. No further hemorrhage occurred.

On the third day the discharge had a distinct lochial

odor, and was pale and moderate in quantity. Very

slight tenderness over the hypogastrium. and no dif-

ficulty of micturition, and no pain. The pulse for

the next three days remained about one hundred,

moderately full and soft. Beef tea and toast, and

a moderate use of brandy, constituted the treatment.

On the evening of the third day she became a little

restless, and the pulse rose in frequency; slight

headache and hebetude of intellect supervened,

which gradually passed into comatose insensibility,

and on the following morning she expired. Much
o my regret an autopsy was not permitted, as the

cadaver was removed some miles distant a few hours

after death. Was uraemia, or septicaemia or simply

cerebral congestion the cause of the fatal termina-

tion ? Frequent vaginal injections, first of simple

water, and afterward of chlorinated solutions, were

employed, and no putrid odor characterized the

discharge. The urine was not tested, as no disease

of the kidneys was suspected. The tumor was elip-

tical in form, six inches in length and four in trans-

verse diameter, and weighed one pound and a quarter.

It was a solid mass, having the well marked fibrous

structure of uterine fibroma. T. Prldgin Teaxe
reports a case of this disease, having the same rare

location, but of smaller size, treated successfully by

the same process.

Circumcision in Syphilis.

Dr. James Thompsox, Harrison, Ohio, late sur-

geon 4th U. S. Light Artillery, contributes the fol-

lowing article to the Western Journal of Medicine

:
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A large number of venereal cases came under my
notice while connected with tbe army. And as

many of the patients had chancres in the prepuce,

it seemed to me, that by removing the local lesion

a cure could be more speedily effected, more es-

pecially if this could be done early in the disease.

The first patient operated on had an indurated

chancre almost entirely encircling the prepuce ; his

prepuce entirely covered the glans, giving his organ

the appearance of a pig's snout ; he also had gonor-

rhoea.

Operation.—He was placed on the edge of a

low seat; his knees were widely abducted and

firmly held by assistants; the prepuce was firmly

grasped behind the chancre in front of the glans,

with a gullet forceps, and given to an assistant ; a

long amputating knife was placed against the for-

ceps, with the heel applied to prepuce, which was

amputated by one sweep from heel to point of

knife ; one blade of a pah* of scissors was then in-

serted beneath the mucous membrane, which was

slit up and afterwards cut off in an anular direction

parallel to the corona glandis ; the dorsalis penis

artery was ligated ; two small branches twisted, and

five sutures ntroduced for the purpose of holding

the dermoid and mucous membrane together ; cold

water dressings were used until after suppuration

i was fairly established, then discontinued, and no

medication whatever used. As soon as suppuration

commenced, the discharge from the urethra ceased,

and in six weeks from the date of operation, the

patient was returned to duty cured, with a very ele-

gant and serviceable organ.

In a period of less than one year from the above

date, upwards of two hundred others were operated

on in the same manner—some for chancres in the

prepuce, others for chancres on the glans, some for

gonorrhoea, gleet, &c. They all recovered in a

j

period averaging about four weeks, excepting one,
1 who was attacked on the sixth day after operation

with erysipelas of an adynamic type, and died on

the twelfth day from date of operation.

The question arises, why excise one's prepuce in

cases of gonorrhoea and gleet ? Permit me to state

that most of the operations spoken of were performed

upon colored men, seventy per cent, of whom have

remarkably long foreskins, which almost invariably

cover their glans. Several of the cases, however,

occurred amongst the white men, one of whom pre-

sented himself to me with a gleet of nine months

duration, which was rebellious to all medical treat-

ment, local or constitutional. He was circumcised,

and his gleet was arrested as if by magic.

Next came a captain of volunteers of the quar-

ter master's department, a church member, who was

looked upon as a " Paragon." He represented him-

self as having been poisoned with "some abomina-

ble poison vine while picking blackberries." I told

him that he was poisoned, but that it was from the

animal instead of from the vegetable kingdom. He

had a villainous looking penis, the foreskin of which

projected in front of the glans at least three-fourths

of an inch, causing the organ to resemble the nozzle

of a bellows, from which a nasty, mucc-purulent

matter was discharged. He consented to circum-

cision, after which he was no longer troubled from

the effects of tbe " abominable poison vine.11 He
was quite elated with the altered shape and im-

pro\ ed appearance of his member.

Several cases could I add, which I have had to

treat during the last two years, in private practice,

wherein circumcision has been successfully practiced

in cases of gleet, after having failed to benefit said

cases, with either local or constitutional medication,

blistering, cauterization, injections, and so forth.

Two cases of spermatorrhoea have also been suc-

cessfully treated within the last year, one of which

was of ten years standing, and had been treated by

a " homoeopathist " for one year prior to his falling

under my notice, without the least benefit whatever.

He was treated by me for four months, with tonics

of every description, quinine, iron, strychnine, elec-

tricity, &c. ; with bromide potass., belladonna, cam-

phor, opium, canabis indicus, &c, but in spite of

all, he reported two or three nocturnal, and four or

five diurnal emissions every twenty-four hours. He
had a long prepuce, but would not be pursuaded to

part with it until I informed him that every remedy

short of circumcision had been tried, and as he was
well convinced, with no benefit, and strongly urged

upon him the security of the operation. After much
pursuasion, I procured Ms consent, and operated

about the 2nd of January, 1869. The first week
after the operation, he had three noctural emissions,

but perfect control of his member during the day.

At this date, May 5th, he tells me he has not had

over five emissions since the operation, and consid-

ers himself cured.

In accordance with the above facts, I am con-

vinced that gleet and spermatorrhoea can be cured

by chcumcision alone; and that many cases of

gonorrhoea and syphilis will yield to the same treat-

ment, These facts have, I think, been tested in a

sufficient number of instances.

It is further my opinion, that every person who^e

foreskin covers the glans, ought by all means to be

circumcised ; then woidd there be less liability of

his contracting the various veneral diseases, or

herpes preputialis.

Again: We should consider the effect which a

nozzle ended penis has on the minds of some per-

sons ; some are ashamed to be seen bathing by their

fellow man, or to be examined for the army or for

life assurance, and no doubt, in many instances, to

contract matrimonial alliances. In such cases, cir-

cumcision is one of the greatest boons that can be

practiced on suffering humanity, and should be

urged upon the people.

It is further my opinion, that in the diseases abov 3
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mentioned, circumcision is beneficial in cases even

where the patients have not a redundancy of tissue

forming the prepuce.

Most practitioners have had to do with some very

obstinate cases of gleet of very long standing, which

has been rebellious to all medical treatment, local or

constitutional. In my opinion, all such cases yield

to circumcision. But, one may ask, how can a

patient afford to lose a portion of his foreskin, when
it is already well retracted and the glans entirely un-

covered ? My answer is, that I never have seen one

who could not spare a small anular slice, in order to

the cure of such a troublesome and rebellious

disease.

Again : When we circumcise our patients, we se-

cure for them that rest which all the advice in the

world without the knife would fail to accomplish,

and it is well known, that so long as a patient

afflicted with the gleet keeps walking or riding about,

a cure may be looked upon as out of the question.

In the performance of the operation, I would

eschew " knives of stone" but would recommend a

long knife, in order that the prepuce be taken off at

one sweep, thereby avoiding a notched and uneven

cicatrix. A firm sharp scissors, in order to make a

clear incision through the mucous membrane, the

pinching of which, with a slender or dull instru-

ment, is very unpleasant and painful.

Norwegian Felted Boxes.

In the Journal of Applied Chemistry, Professor

Joy describes these useful inventions thus :

Another adaptation of well-known scientific prin-

ciples is to be found in the use of Norwegian felted

boxes for cooking food. There are few devices more

simple or more valuable than this. From an eco-

nomical point of view, such contrivances pay for

themselves a thousand fold, and in a sanitary direc-

tion there is no estimating their value to the poor

laborers, as wr
ell as to the rich consumers of half-

cooked food.

It is curious how little these boxes are known,
but thanks to the Paris Exhibition, this ignorance

bids fair to be of short duration. The whole thing

is so absurdly simple that that is probably one rea-

son why so little attention has been paid to the sub-

ject. We will attempt a description of the appara-

tus. Take a box a foot square, line it with succes-

sive layers of felt, leaving a round space in the cen-

tre large enough to hold the kettle customarily used

for cooking food. Have a thick cap to cover up the

kettle after it is introduced, so that it is in the mid-

dle of the box surrounded by a thick layer of non-

conducting material. When it is required to boil

meat it is only necessary to heat the kettle for a few

minutes up to the requisite temperature and then to

put it into the snug place prepared for it. Here the

cooking will go on by itself as long as may be de-

sirable up to certain limits—and the meat will re-

main warm for five or six hours. By having a

series of these boxes, the dinner can be prepared at

no expense save the original cost of starting the

fire. A little experience will enable the cook to de-

termine the length of time to leave the kettles in

the boxes. It is easy to be inferred that the same

arrangement will serve to keep ice cream from melt-

ing, or substances from growing warm which have

been previously cooled in ice. The value of the

felted boxes from a sanitary point of view is to be

found in the possibility of providing poor mechanics

and laborers with warm food. By portable contriv-

ances it will be easy to keep food warm for some
hours, and the advantages to poor workmen cannot

be over estimated. To the rich it also insures thor-

oughly cooked food, while even by them the econ-

omy will not be despised. At the Paris Exhibition

of 1867 these felted boxes in the Norwegian depart-

ment attracted a good deal of attention. They were

shown in actual operation, and an opportunity was

afforded of tasting food that had been kept in them

for some hours.

Who will introduce them to the attention of Ame-
rican housekeepers ?

A False Tail.

There was lately brought to M. Gosselin, at

the Hospital de laCharite, an infant five weeks

old, bearing, at the end of the trunk, an ap-

pendix five centimetres long, a little thicker

than a goose-quill, and slightly tapering at the

free end. On examination, M. Gosselin found

it to be soft, and apparently not a prolonga-

tion of the vertebral column. He therefore,

in compliance with the desire of the parents,

removed it by two semielliptical incisions at

the base. A rather large artery required lig.

ature ; the edges of the wound were brought

together with metallic sutures ; and healing,

M. Gosselin has been informed, took place

rapidly. On examination, the appendix was

found to consist externally of a thin cutaneous

sheath without hair, and, internally, an abun-

dant fibro-cellular tissue, containing fat only

at its junction with the subcutaneous connect-

ive tissue. The case was like one of mollus-

cum pendulum, having the peculiarities of being

congenital, of being more elongated than

usual, and of being in a situation where it

might readily be mistaken for a tail.

—

Brit.

Med. Jour.

A young lady in Maine poisoned herself

last week, and the Coroner's jury found a ver-

dict that she came to her death " by having

taken a dose of arsenic for the purpose of

beautifying her complexion."
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PHILADELPHIA, JUNE 19, 1869.

8. W. BUTLER, M. D. , & D. G. BRJNTON, M. D., Eds.

BS?" Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence'
News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

JS^-To insure publication, articles must be practical,

brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision.

We particularly value the practical experience of coun-
try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfullv belongs to the profession.

MEDICAL EDUCATION ABROAD : ITALY.
"We explained in our last article the plan

adopted in France for the education of medical

men. We shall now relate the system of Italy.

This has been considerably modified of late

years, and in fact, is more or less changed at

nearly every session of Parliament. They
do not seem able definitely to fix on a satis-

factory programme. The reforms were not

undertaken before inquiries into existing state

of things in other countries were made, es-

pecially iu France and Germany. An educa-

tional committee was then appointed, the pro-

posed reforms based on the report of the latter

were discussed in the House of Commons and

Senate, and, as usual, sanctioned by the King
to become law. They include the leggi casati

and other acts promulgated up to October,

1866. The late Professor Mateucci, who
was President of the committee, took a leading

part in these matters. Each university is

governed by a rector appointed by the King.

Some of the universities, especially in North-

ern Italy, stand higher than others, and the

following course of study is generally followed

at the Faculties of Medicine connected with

the universities : The students are matricu-

lated or admitted as auditors {auditori, from

audire to hear.) The former have to produce

the certificate given on leaving a lyceum

[Vattesto di licenzo da un liceo,) and to pass an

additional examination. (Law of October,

I860, amended September, 1862.) A commis-

sion of three members is appointed by the

rector of the university for this purpose. The
examination is in writing and viva voce on
geometry, trigonometry, algebra, natural his-

tory, Italian and Latin literature.

The course of study usually lasts six years,

and an official programme of the studies is re.

ceived by each student. They usually follow

it, but are not bound to do so. They are also

at liberty to choose the schools of the univer-

sities in what order they please. A circular

was forwarded to the universities in October,

1866, by the Minister of Public Instruction,

which contained the following schedule of

studies, aud is still in force :

First Year.—Medical botany, natural philos-

ophy (fisica,) inorganic chemistry, zoology
and histology.

Second Year.—Natural philosophy, physiol-

ogy, organic chemistry, anatomy, chemical

analyses, and anatomical dissections.

Third Year.—Physiology, general pathology,

pathological anatomy, Materia Medica and
therapeutics, practical anatomy.

Fourth Year—Special pathology, special sur-

gery, midwifery, diseases of women and child-

ren, clinique of medicine and surgery.

Fifth Year.—Clinique of medicine, surgery,

and obstretics, ophthalmology, topographic

anatomy, pathological anatomy, operations on
the dead subject.

Sixth Year.—Cliniques as before, skin dis-

eases, forensic medicine, public hygiene, toxi-

cology and pathological dissections.

The Anatomical Schools.—A professor for

practical instruction in dissections is at their

head. A senior and junior prosector (settore)

act as tutors of the pupils under him. They
are appointed permanently. The senior is

nominated according to seniority, the junior

by competitive examination (concorso.) This

must be passed at the university, where a

vacancy occurs first, and consists in preparing

a subject drawn by lot from twenty others,

and a verbal examination on this subject. For
the practical test twelve hours are allowed,

for the the verbal one only three. The com-
mission is composed of the professor of anato-

my, of morbid anatomy, and three experts,

nominated by the Minister of Public Instruc-

tion on the proposal of the President of the

Faculty. In deciding between candidates of

equal proficienc}7-

, those have the preference

who have worked for a longer time in the

anatomical cabinet. In the universities where
the anatomical cabinet and that of morbid

pathology are united, an additional prosector

is appointed for the latter.

The Cliniques.—At the head is a director.

He alone is responsible for the management,

and all officials are under him. He has to

give lectures and supply an annual report.

He has assistants, coadjutors who are generally

elected by competitive examinations.
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Polyclinics.—Generally presided over by the

clinical directors, who hold gratuitous consulta-

tions twice a week in the presence of students

of the fifth and sixth year. The assistants do

duty in their absence.

Conferen%e Cliniclie.—At the end of every

bimester of the scholastic year, the clinical

directors, coadjutors and assistants meet to

discuss the most interesting cases, therapeu-

tic* and allied topics. The professors of mor-

bid anatomy and special pathology and chirur-

gy are specially invited. The coadjutors are

secretaries, and write the minutes, etc. The
internes (alumni clinici) are allowed to attend.

Examinations.—The students pass examina-

tions at the end of every sessional year
;
again

after the studies are finished. The former are

on the special subjects they have heard during

the year, and are viva voce ; the latter are in

writing and also viva voce. The special ex-

aminations on botany, chemistry and zoology

generally last twenty minutes ; those on physi-

ology, materia medica and therapeutics, legal

medicine, hygiene, operative chirurgy and

general pathology, half an hour. The exam-
ination in anatomy lasts three-quarters of an
hour, and comprises the demonstration of a

preparation, for which five hours time is given

to the candidate. The time for clinical ex-

aminations and special pathology is forty

minutes. Beside examinations last about half

an hour. The final examinations are called

esame di laureaTor the licence, either the double

one, doppia laurea—viz., for medicine and sur-

gery—or one of the two. Papers are written

on medical and surgical cases, and the candi-

dates are verbally examined on the same.

Bandaging, operations on the dead body, etc.,

are practiced. At last those who wish to ob-

tain the degree of Doctor of Medicine have to

write a dissertation and publicly defend their

theses. The examinations are of the same

value at whatever university they may be

passed. The candidate have a great latitude

given them m the order they wish to pass the

examinations. Students who havenot attended

to all the lectures obligatory for the degree of

M. D. may receive a certificate and a licence

for practice, according to the studies they

have undergone. The commissions for ex-

aminations consist generally of six members,

not including the president, who is also the

President of the Faculty. Three of the mem-
bers are selected from the official teachers;

the others may be outside the Faculty, but

experienced in the subjects of examination.

THE MEDICAL SOCIETY OP VEKMONT.
It was our privilege to be present at the semi-an-

nual meeting of the Medical Society of Vermont, at

Brandon, on the 2d and 3d instants. The meeting

was small—but what was lacking in numbers was

made up in spirit. It was not simply a formal gath-

ering of the profession for routine business, but

papers and subjects of interest were brought for-

ward and discussed with considerable animation.

Among them were papers by Dr. Cusiiman, of Or-

well, on Cases of Diseases of the lleo-coecal region,

occurring under his observation—by Dr. F. W. Page,
of Brandon, on a case of Abscess of the Brain, and

by Dr. L. C. Butler, of Essex, on Statistics of

Fever and Consumption. The subject of Anaes-

thetics in Obstetric practice was introduced, and Dr.

O. F. Fassett, a very intelligent physician of St.

Albans, was appointed to report on it at the annual

meeting in October. We venture to say he will

make an able report. If any of our readers have

anything to say on the subject, we hope they will

communicate with Dr. Fassett. A committee of

one from each county was appointed to report on

the geological characteristics, topography, hygromet-

ric conditions of the atmosphere, temperature, etc.,

of the State in its bearing on consumption, with

history and other facts connected with cases of that

disease where it occurs. This is an important and
interesting subject for investigation.

The deliberations of the Society were, in the ab-

sence of both the President and Vice President, pre-

sided over with dignity and efficiency by Dr. E. D.

Warxer, of Xew Ilaven. Much of the benetit that

results from medical society meetings depends on

the efficiency of the officers in organizing business,

and its prompt dispatch. The Society visited the

excellent public graded school of Brandon; many
members visited the frozen well—a remarkable phe-

nomenon in the neighborhood, where a well, forty

feet deep, has ice in it winter and siunmer—and all

were handsomely entertained on Wednesday eve-

ning by Dr. A. T. Woodward, of Brandon.

The meeting was a pleasant and profitable one to

those present. We could not fail to note the ab-

sence of many, who, it seemed to us, ought to have

been present—and particularly of the physicians of

Burlington, only two hours distant, and the profes-

sors in the medical department of the University

located there, not one of whom was present. It

would be policy for them to attend and take part in

all the meetings of the Society.

The Supreme Court of Michigan has

decided the long vexed question of homoeo-

pathy in the Ann Arbor. The decision puts

the whole case in the hands of the regents,

who are known to be opposed to incorporating

a homoeopathy department in the medical

school.
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Special Notice to Subscribers.

Those whose subscriptions are due in advance, from
July 1st, will receive notice herewith. A prompt response

must be made, to enable us to include the subscribers'

names on the prepaid postage list for the quarter begin-

ning July 1st.

THERAPEUTICAL BULLETIN.
Compiled by Geo. H. Napheys, M. D.

2So. 16.

This column will contain each week a collection of the
Recipes, remarkable for their novelty and elegance, now
in use by prominent practitioners, as recommended by
them in recent lectures at College and Hospital Clinics,
and at meetings of Medical Societies, in newly published
monographs and systematic treatises, and in the current
medical periodicals of this country and Europe. It will
include formula? for hypodermic injections, for inhala-
tions, for rectal and vaginal suppositories, for ointments,
lotions, collyria, etc,, etc.

This selection will be such that each prescription will
commend itself, both by its intrinsic merits, and by the
authority of the name of the physician by whom origi-
nated or employed. It is designed to give only the latest
and best approved therapeutical expressions of the pro-
fession—to aftord a periscope of the remedial measures re-
sorted to by eminent living physicians.

It is proposed, hereafter, to classify these formula?, and
issue them in book form.

Treatment of Chancres.

Freeman J. Bumstead, M. D., Kew York.

135. R. Hydrarg. chlor. mitis, gr. xxxvj.

Tiiicturse opii, fgj,

Cerati simplicis, gj. ir^.

For application to chancre when an unctuous
dressing is required. It is much used in French
hospitals. Unguents are less desirable than
lotions, and should only be employed when
the evaporation of a water-dressing cannot be
prevented, even with the assistance of oiled

silk and glycerine, as may happen from the

position of the sore, and during a journey, etc.

In most cases the lotion may consist of

simple water or glycerine. "When medicated,

such ingredients should, as a general rule, be
added as will not leave a deposit, or change
the aspect of the sore, and thus render its con-

dition obscure. The following may be used

:

136. R. Acidi nitric! dil., f.gj.

Aquae, f.fviij. 1^.

The strength may be vailed with the sensi-

bility of the part. When the sore is situated

upon the external integument, the dressing

should be covered with oil silk.

Chancres located beneath the prepuce may
be dressed with dry lint, which will be suffi-

ciently moistened by the natural secretion of

the part. Indurated chancres are not liable to

give rise to successive sores in the neighbor-
hood, and hence astringents and disinfectants

are rarely required. Where the chancre as-

sumes an excavated form, as is commonly seen

in the furrow at the base of the glans, scraped

lint is preferable to dry linen, since it is a

better absorbent.

The frequencywith which local applications

are to be changed, must be determined by the

amount of the secretion. A second dressing

should be substituted before the first is soaked

with the discharge. The dressing of most un-

complicated chancres need be renewed only

two or three times a day, but phagedenic ul-

cers require a much greater frequency.

137- R. Ferri et potuss. tart.,
1 gss.

Syrupi,

AqusB, aa f.giij.

From two teaspoonfuls to a tablespoonful

three times a day, within an hour after meals,

in phagedenic chancres, and a lotion contain-

ing the same salt to be applied to the ulcer.

Eicord calls this preparation the "born
enemy" of phagedena.

M. A. Cullerier, Surgeon to the Hopital du

Midi, Paris.

In soft chancre, cauterization or excision

should be employed at the commencement of

the ulceration, before it is well established.

The effect of cauterization, even after the

chancre has existed several days, is always to

check its progress. If the sore shows no de-

structive tendency, if there is nothing to indi-

cate any troublesome complication, if inflam-

mation or oedema is present, or if we are deal-

ing with a pusillanimous patient, we may have
recourse to another mode of treatment. This

consists in complete repose of the part, scru-

pulous attention to cleanliness, and the use of

narcotic, emollient, or slightly astringent lo-

tions. Dry lint is often used for the purpose

of absorbing the pus, care being taken to in-

sert the lint between the secreting surfaces, on
account of the great facility with which the

pus of a soft chancre is inoculated. The dress-

ing of soft chancre with salves is a detestable

mode of treatment, and often itself the cause

of serious complications. If the suppuration

is copious, antiseptics and detergents should

be employed to combat and neutralize in some
degree its virulent property—as, for example,

the diluted tincture of iodine, a solution of

chlorine, a decoction of cinchona, and espe-

cially aromatic wine, in the form of lotions

frequently repeated, or by moistening a bit of

lint with the same, and applying it to the

ulceration. The following formula is given
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by Bumstead as a substitute for the aromatic

wine of the French pharmacopoeia, when it

cannot be procured.

138. R. Claret wine,
Spts. lavendulge com., aaf.^ii
Tincture opii, f.^j*.

Acidi tannici, gr.xv-grj

Aquae, f.gvii. tt^.

The dressing should be renewed several

times a day. Cullerier is a great advocate

for an entirely dry dressing. He often advises

applications of calomel or alum powder. These
substances soon modify the purulent secretion.

They favor, however, particularly alum, the
exudation of blood, which sometimes necessi-

tates their suspension.

Soft chancre needs merely local treatment
in its ordinary evolution. It is only in cases

of inflammatory, gangrous, or phagedenic com-
plications that general treatment is called for.

Specific treatment with mercury Cullerier
is entirely opposed to in soft chancre. He
also advocates an exclusively local treatment

in hard chancre, waiting until the first appear-

ance of the seconday symptoms on the skin

and mucous membranes before administering

mercury. A dressing of a slightly stimulating

character, as with aromatic wine or dry lint,

frequently repeated, in addition to the most
careful cleanliuess, will suffice in most cases

of indurated chancre. If there is any irrita-

tion, opiated cerate, an ointment containing

calomel (as No. 128), or powdered calomel it-

self will have a good effect. The patient

should also be placed in good hygienic condi-

tion. Under such circumstances, the chancre

will follow its regular course toward cicatriza-

tion, rather slowly, but quite as rapidly as by
any other treatment, whether internal or ex-

ternal.

Prof. S. D. Gross.
139. J£. Ung. hydrarg. nit.,

Cerati simplicis, grj

—

^j. rr\,.

In the treatment of simple chancre no rem-

edy is so efficacious as this. The objection

made to greasy applications can only be con-

sidered as having any force when there is a

want of attention to cleanliness. The dress-

ings should be changed every five or six hours,

and care should be taken that the ointment

shall always be very fresh. "When the parts

begin to granulate, apply
140. R. Cerati zinci carbonatis, gj.

Adipis, 3vj. V£\,,

Or merely a bit of dry lint carefully inter-

posed between the contiguous surfaces which
often pro es cicatrization with remarkable

rapidity.
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Prof. Ricord, Paris.

141. R. Ferri et pot. tart., zlj— viij.

Aquae, EJvj. n^.

This solution is much employed for the

treatment of phagedenic chancres. No. 137

may be given internally at the same time.

Thomas Hawkes Tanner, M. D., F. L. S.,

London.

This author advocates the use of mercury so

soon as induration appears, to be continued

until all hardness at the seat of inoculation, or

of the inguinal glands, has entirely gone. Lo-

cal applications are of comparatively little use.

He directs that from the eighth to the fourth

of an ounce of mercurial ointment should be

rubbed into the inside of the thighs every night

at bedtime, untli the gums are slightly touched.

Or a mercurial vapor-bath should be taken, at

first every night, and then two or three nights

a week.

Vaccination from the Heifer.

Dr. H. Blanc, late of the Abyssinian expe-

dition, informs us that he has made arrange-

ments for vaccinating from the heifer, accord-

ing to the Belgian and French practice—that

is, by the cow-pox transmitted from heifer to

heifer. The principal advantages attributed

to that system are, that it supplies a pure

lymph, free from all possible diathetic princi-

ple; that it is a more certain prophylactic

against small-pox ; and that it affords a con-

stant and abundant supply. Medical men anx-

ious to see for themselves will get every ex-

planation from Dr. Blanc, and may bring,

should they desire it, their own patients' chil-

dren and vaccinate them themselves, at 9 Bed-

ford Street, Bedford Square. The subject is

one of deep^interest, which has been of late

worked at more zealously and practically

abroad than in this country.

—

Brit. Med. Jour.

Accidently drowned, at Michigan Cen-

tre, on the night of the 12th inst.. Charles
W. Carhartt, son of Dr. G. W. Carhartt,

aged 15 years and 2 months. We deeply syni-

patize with this sudden and terrible affliction

which has thus befallen one of the valued

subscribers and contributors to this Journal.

A contemporary says that nearly all

the brilliant complexions seen among the fe-

males of New York, are the result of arsenic

eating. Since the introduction of the " blonde

fashion," arsenic eating has become almost a

mania,
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Correspondence.

DOMESTIC.

Cliloroform.

Editors Med. and Sukg. Reportek:

I have been induced, by seeing sundry ar-

ticles in the Reporter, to suggest again the

great protection from accidents in the use of

chloroform, by giving an ounce or so of brandy

or whisky a fewmoments before the inhalation

of chloroform. I challenged the proof of a

single fatal case where this precaution had
been used, and have not heard of one well au-

thenticated. I give two of some unpromising

cases

:

Mrs. S., age 61; leucophlegmatic ; offeeble

constitution; pulse very small; sick for two
years ; removed a large fibroid tumor from

neck of the uterus; whisky, f.^iss. given, fol-

lowed by the anaesthetic; under its effect

three-fourths of an hour
;
great paleness, some

spasmodic movements, and prostration; pa-

tient rallied well
;
operation successful so far,

April 20th, 1869.

May 8th. Run over by the cars, and badly

lacerated; humerus comminuted; amputation

at the shoulder
;
age 54 ; intemperate habits

;

very pale and bloated in the face
;
whisky,

f.^ij.; came under anaesthetic readily, and,

though respiration was feeble, and appearances

bad, recovered, and is doing well, with excep-

tion of a slight sloughing, controlled by equal

parts of tinct. bromine and iodine.

I believe, fairly tried, this is worth all other

precautions in the use of chloroform, and can

see no objection to its use in any case, as erne-

sis is very uncommon where it is used.

Typhoid and Typhus Fevers.

I have used the following treatment with

entire success in twenty cases of these fevers,

and give it to the profession as worth a trial

:

Quinine, grs. xij. in three doses daily;

patient to take after each dose one-half tum-

bler of milk, (nolens volens as food or medicine,^

and to take food three times a day, with this

equal to one good meal ; all anodynes to be

avoided (except Dover's powder for diarrhoea

or extreme restlessness, and even then, if

possible.) The quinia to be given for ten

days, and gradually lessened, pro re nata, as

food supplies its place. The patient to be

well rubbed with soda and mustard, one ounce

of each to a quart of water,when taken out of

bed in the morning. Patient to be removed

out of bed m& into another room, if possible,

and placed reclining on a lounge or in a large

chair, with the head as near upright as can be
borne, and returned to bed only at night, with

the sheets and direct clothing all changed
every day. I regard the upright position (at

east partly so) as a very important part ©f

the treatment. The quinia may be increased

according to the case ; its first effects will be
to increase apparently, for a few days, the

heat and bad symptoms, but will eventually be

tolerated, and the end will justify the means.

All other medication to be strictly avoided,

and food to be insisted on, notmore than three

times daily. By food I mean milk, eggs, or

good rich broths (not slops). Like the quinia,

it may seem at first to do injury, and be re-

jected by the stomach, but perseverance will

reward the trial.

H. L. W. Burritt, M. D.

Bridgeport, Conn.

Case of Acute Kheumatism.

Eds. Med. and Surg. Reporter :

Permit me to hand you the following from

my casebook

:

On the 24th of May last I was called to see

a little girl of twelve summers, who has been

suffering severely with inflamatory rheuma-

tism for near a fortnight—both knees and

ankles were red, swollen, hot and painful

—

unable to make the slightest movement with-

out the most excruciating pain, and to use

the words of the family, getting worse every

hour. Fever:—Pulse 85, loaded tongue, bow-

els loose and very offensive, thirst considera-

ble, urine scant and highly acid reaction. Ord.

the following

:

R Tr. Aconite Rad. gfctx

Aqua 5 iij. ttt

Teaspoonful every four hours.

R Potass nit., ^gs,

Aqua, 5\j. nt

Tablespoonful every four hours.

Joints to be frequently bathed with lini-

mentum saponis camphoratum, and enveloped

in flannels.

25th. This morning this case presents a
very much better phase—but little fever

—

swelliug in joints almost wholly reduced, caii

use them freely without pain, but has a feel-

ing of great weakness m the joints, mine
more copious, still exhibiting acid reaction.

Continued the potash treatment every four

hours for two weeks.
April 7th. Patient has been going to

school for a week and is quite well.

In a practice of more than twenty years, I
cannot now call to mind a case so severe, and
at once so quickly convalesent
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News and Miscellany.

Unusual Eeligious Services.—Dr.
Moers, of Plattsburg, N. Y., a gentleman of

great repute as a medical practitioner and
philanthropist, died at his residence in Platts-

burg, recently. Dr. Moers was a staunch

Presbyterian, but he was a man of such kindly

and generous impulses, attending the destitute

free of charge , and always ministering to the

needy, that he was regarded with feelings of

sincere respect by all classes and creeds, and
in this connection we would state a strange

fact in regard to his funeral services. While
the usual Presbyterian services were behig

held at the residence of the deceased, Mass
was being recited in both the Catholic churches

of the village for the repose of the soul of the

deceased, who was held in such high estima-

tion, that the Catholics, both French 'and

Irish , desired the funeral services of the Catho-

lic Church to be held. A character so pure

and blameless as to reconcile all differences

in religious creeds is indeed something unu-

sual.

The Maternal Association of Paris is

composed of aristocratic ladies who have
agreed to nurse their own children. It num-
bers at present nearly 200 members.

MABEIED.
Benton—Thurston—At Argyle, Wis.. May 24th,by

the Rev. James Dawson, E. A. Benton, M. D. of Delaware
Co., Ohio, and Miss Delia Thurston of Argyle, Wis.

Hutchinson—Oatman Privately, June 2, hy the
Rev. Dr. Roache, William J. Hutchinson and Mary
only daughter of Dr. J. S. Oatman, both of New York.

Leaman—Crook—May 20th, 1869, at the residence of
the bride's father, by the Rev. J. S. Kemper, Dr. Edward
Leaman, eldest son of Dr. N, Leaman, of Cincinnati,
Ohio, and Miss Gertrude Crook, second daughter of Dr.
O. Crook, of Dayton, Ohio.

Miller—Blake—April 29, 1869, at the residence of the
bride's father, by Rev. A. J. Robinson, Lloyd T. Miller,
M.D.. and Maggie, daughter of Mr. Edgar Blake, all of
St. Clair co., Illinois.

Reading—Thaw At Merchantville, N. J., May 29, by
the Rev. D. W. Bartine, D. D., Dr. Lewis E. Reading, of
Trenton, and Mrs. Louisa B. Thaw, daughter of the offici-

ating minister.

Richings—Cammann—At the Episcopal Church in
Rockford, May 25, by Rev. J. E. Walton, Dr. Henry Rich-
ings and Maria, daughter of Francis D. Cammann.
Speir—Hegeman.—In New York, June 3, at the Wash-

ington square Church, by the Rev. Dr. M. S. Hutton,
assisted by the Rev. Dr. H. J. Van Dyke, S. Fleet Speir,
M. D., of Brooklyn, to Frankie S., daughter of the late
Peter A. Hegeman, New York.

DIED.

Quinn.—Surgeon Qninn, of the United States Steamer
Saratoga, died on the 6th inst., at Havana, of yellow fever.

Van Blarcom.—At Paterson, N. J., June 5, Henr
V an Blarcom, M. D., in the 39th year of his age.

QUEKIES AND REPLIES.

Medical Ethics.—Dr. J. R., of N. Y.—" I am asked by
a family to see a patient, who is under the care of a ho-
moeopathic doctor. They do not wish to discharge him, but
simply to have my opinion of the case. It is a surgical
one, and surgical advice only, not therapeutics, is what is

expected of me. In the surgical questions which will

arise, there is no discrepancy between the treatment we
practice, and that of the honiceopathist. Is it proper for

me to see the patient?"

Answer—We do not clearly understand whether you are

expected to see the patient with the homoeopath ist, or not.

If with him, you certainly would violate an article of the

Code of Ethics ; if without him, it stems to us that you

would be acting discourteously toward him as a gentle-

man. But the question is rather knotty.

Dr. C. T. L., HI—Nos. 2 and 9 of the present vol. we have
not on hand. Will send themtojou as soon as we get
them. We are advertising for them.
Note.— In the prescription for tooth powder in our last,

for "Cretie prepar.," read "Cretan precip."

A Difficult Case— Dr. W. A. T,,of I.—" Ihave aco.se
presenting the following symptoms, on which I should
like an opinion as to treatment. A lady about 22, married
one year; never been pregnant; complains of constant
pain behind sternum ; load on the stomach ; pain in the
back, between the shoulders; constant headache, gener-
ally in the back of the head and neck ; menstruation
painful and scanty, but a slight show once every four or
five weeks, being a little irregular as to time ; has a good
appetite all the time, but nearly always feels bad after
eating, except when she eats very light brown bread and
water, and very little of it. Upon a vaginal examination,
I discover no soreness, nor anything unusual to the touch ;

have not used a speculum; can discover no soreness by
pressure over region of the uterus ;

complains of heavi-
ness of uterus about the time of menstruating. Would
you think the trouble originates in the uterus or stomach ?

And what treatment would you suggest ?"

Ans. At the first blush the case looks like ulcer of the

stomach, and we would recommend bismuth.

WOKDS OF CHEEB.
Dr. J. P. of Indiana—with inclosure for Reporter and

Compendium—says : " Put me down as vour 'perma-
nent customer, as I am well satisfied with your journal,
(Reporter) which visits me regularly and is to me more
highly prized than any of the five journals which I take
besides."

Dr. T. W. W., of Mississippi, says: " I consider the Re-
porter the very best of journals."

Dr. H. L. B., Maryland, says: " Your Compendium is a
complete success. I prefer it to Brait'i waite, though it has
occupied a prominent place on my table for many years
past."

Dr. Q. C. S., Missouri, writes : " I have been taking five

leading medical journals of the United States, but none
of them suit me as well as the Medical and Suegical
Reporter. It has been my lot to be employed in the office

of one of the very best medical journals published in the
United States, and, while there, I gladly and eagerly em-
braced the opportunity of perusing the numerous ex-
changes the editor received, and among them all the Re-
porter was my favorite, as it was with the editor also."

METEOROLOGY.
MAY, 31, J. 1, 2, 3, 1

4, 5, 6.

Wind

Weather,
j

DepthRain

W.
Clear
Sho'r

s. w.
Clear
Sho'r

N.W.
Clear
Sho'r

W. S. W.
Cl'dy Cl'dv.

|Fogg.

!

S.
Cld'y
Fogg.

N. W'
Clear
Raiu

Tliermom....
Minimum..
At 8, A M.
At 12. M...
At 3, P.M.

61°

77
83
85
76.50

64°

76
81
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75.75

66°
75
77
76
73.50

60° '58°

76 71
79 78
80 79
73.75 71.50
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75
82
84
75.75

55°

62
69
70
64.

Barometer..
At 12, M... 30.1 30.2 30.2 30.2 '30.2 29.9 30.2

Germantown, Pa. B. J. Leedom.
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Communications.

PUERPERAL CONVULSIONS.
By H. L. W. Burritt,

Of Bridgeport, Conn.

The following is the brief record of twenty-five
1

years' experience in this disease ; as you say " short,

sharp," and I think, "decisive." Number of cases 14

;

five cases of primapara of various constitutions
;
ages

jl 16 to 30 ; fall period, usual labor
;
convulsions, least

I
number, four; greatest, twenty; all commencing

j

before delivery; four continuing after. Limit of

I

time, one to thirty hours. Treatment—Bleeding

|j

15 to 35 ounces, within an hour from the commence-

I

ment
;

spirits turpentine over the whole surface and

in three bad cases by injection ; cold water and ice

to the head
;
opium and the usual after remedies

;

\

consciousness lost in all ; in two cases for over 34

hours. Recovery. Four cases permature labor (one

of another physician,) 3d, 4th and 7th months ; two

second ; others thud and fourth confinements

;

caused by a fall in two cases, others not known ; the

labor was forced by dilation, mostly by the fingers

and finally by instruments. Free bleeding pro re

nata, repeated for three days in two cases
;
turpen-

tine freely used by skin and injection as before, and

ice water to the head. 01. tiglii gtts. ij, with ol. ricini

in one case, followed by opium. All recovered, two

after severe peritonitis, and great depression of vital

j

force.

Five cases ; one second, two third, and two fourth

and sixth labors
;
ages 27 to 44 ; all but one, women

I of good constitutions ; convulsions in two ceased

after delivery, but were extremely severe, in each

;

I one very protracted, and tonic, free bleeding (thirty

ounces) was premised, followed by spts. turpentine

;

patients of nervous temperament ; duration o f labor

before spasms in one case, thirty-four hours ; other

j

twenty-three
;
forceps in one for impaction ; version

i

in the other, for arm presentation ; in case three,

;
a full, florid, healthy woman of forty years, sixth

'labor, the patient had fourteen convulsions; two

before delivery by forceps, and all protracted and

terrible ; immediate and free phlebotomy
;

thirty

ounces of blood in two hours
;
turpentine cloths per

vaginam, et anum ; ice to the head ; chloroform

after much opposition from friends, was used, and

was very controlling in its effects in the last two

spasms. Cases fourth and fifth, ages 30 and 37,

were also protracted labors, and instrumental ; con-

vulsions came on before and kept on after delivery

—

even under chloroform. Fifteen convulsions in one,

and seventeen in the other. Blood taken to over

twenty-five ounces, and chloroform finally mastered

the horrible spasms. Turpentine and ice used as in

the other cases. Case 15th, in consultation with a

country physician
;
primapara

; 35, short, full, habit

;

labor for three days ; had been bled once and was

under sether, when I first saw her ; delivered for im-

paction in upper strait; convulsions ceased under

delivery but patient was entirely unconscious for

twenty-four hours, and in a critical state for three

days. All recovered of these fifteen cases ; all had

loss of consciousness and cerebral congestion, for

more than twenty-four hours ; several for days.

My observation has made me a decided believer in

the " sheet anchor," bleeding, with chloroform and

turpentine, not to be a despised remedy. The causes,

I think, are in this order, (constipation premised,)

mental, one half; protracted labor, one fourth ; bal-

ance, various, urea, albumen, &c. I can't see any

reason why a physician, who believes in Harvey,

should dread blood from the arm more than from

the nose, unless fear of fashion has him fast by that

organ.

Hospital Reports.

Pennsylvania Hospital, V
Philadelphia, April, 1869. j

Surgical Clinic by D. Hayes Agnew, M. D.

Reported for the Medical and Surgical Reporter.

John C, jet., 15 years. This patient met with a

very severe accident three weeks ago. lie is from

the coal region in the northern part of the State,

and while engaged in his duties fell from one of

the cars, the wheels of which, in some way, not

very clear, produced a severe compound fracture of

the right humerus, three inches above the elbow
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joint, with extensive bruising

Below the joint there is also a lacerated wound
some five inches long, but no damage to the bones

of the fore-arm. Extensive as was the injury, the

main blood vessels and nerves escaped, the pulsation

of the radial being quite distinct at the wrist. An
effort was made to save this arm. The loss of a

right arm is a great calamity, and especially to a lad

of such an age, with no patrimony but his arms

and a stout heart. The limb was accordingly ad-

justed on an internal angular splint. The wounds

drawn together and sprinkled over Avith the Phoenix

earth, and all secured by a roller carried about the

arm and splint, with moderate firmness. In a few

days the suppuration became profuse, attended with

a good deal of irritative fever and sweating. This

continued for ten days, when the discharge in a great

measure subsided, and his fever disappeared. An
examination of the wound at this time, evinced,

pretty clearly, that all hopes of preserving the arm
were vain. The periosteum had separated from

the bone, even above the insertion of the deltoid,

and below the joint was open. Four or five days

it was supposed would place him in a good condition

for the removal of the arm. But in the mean time

he was taken with a chill, followed by frequent

rigors, profuse sweating, and a running pulse.

I was apprehensive that what we term pyaemia had

occurred, still his countenance and color remained

good ; there was very little mental disturbance, and
nothing serious was revealed by careful exploration

of the chest. A few days more and my mind was
at rest ; an abcess formed on the outer border of his

right foot, and the other symptoms vanished.

To-day we deemed him in a condition to admit of

the removal of the limb at the shoulder joint. It

now becomes a secondary operation, and according

to statistical information much less favorable than

primary. Hence, the marvellous success of Larrey,

whose operations were done so frequently during

the destructive battles of Xapoleon the 1st. If a

general summary of these amputations be made, in-

cluding all recorded cases at home and in European
hospitals, the mortality, if I mistake not, falls but
little short of 50 per cent. The method we shall

employ is that known as Larrey's, and which con-

sists in splitting the entire thickness of the deltoid

for three inches from the acromion process down-
ward, then carrying incisions inwards and outwards,

toward the axilla, leaving that portion of the arm
along which run the great blood vessels undivided.

The incision thus made resembles the letter Y in-

verted. The tendinous and capsular attachments

about the neck of the bone are next divided, and

the head of the humerus drawn forward out of its

articular cavity. An assistant should next pass his

.thumb and fingers behind the bone and grasp the

parts containing the vessels while the knife passing

along the innei surface of the humerus severs the

[Vol. XX.

remaining soft parts. The arterial trunks being

next carefully secured, the flaps are brought together

laterally. These stages of the amputation will be

understood as you see them executed in your pres-

ence.*

I. ., set. — , ununited fracture. This young

man had tibia and fibula of the right leg broken,

about four months ago. He states a fracture dress-

ing was applied and worn four weeks, after which

time, he commenced moving about on crutches. The
lameness and weakness of the limb continued to in-

crease until he has been compelled to seek relief in

the hospital. On examination I find the tibia solidly

united with some external angularity, due no doubt to

premature use, increased by a natural curve in the

bones of the leg, as may be seen by examining the

sound limb. The fibula, however, has not united.

The point where it has been severed is about the

middle, and full one inch above the seat of fracture

in the tibia. There may be—probably is—a fibrous

connection, maintaining a flexible continuity of the

bone, but nothing more. The period in which it

has so remained justifies us in regarding it as a case

of arrested or imperfect union, rather than delayed

union. The patient is in excellent health, and free,

as far as can be ascertained, from any constitutional

vice favoring such a condition ; and we must believe

this condition to be referable to removing the dress-

ings at too early a date. Why the fibula should fail

to unite, and yet the tibia be firm, was no doubt in

consequence of the displacement.

What shall be done? In the treatment of frac-

tures, should your experience be extensive, cases

will occur in which the consolidation will be tardy
;

so much so indeed, as to induce the belief you have

a case of technical ununited fracture. But be not

hasty, continue the dressing. Enjoin and enforce

perfect quietude ; examine and see if there be any

error in the constitution. It may be necessary to

administer tonics, phosphates ; a better diet. When
a simple fracture refuses to unite within 12 weeks,

then I begin to feel as if something was wrong ; under

such circumstance a great variety of measures have

been practiced. Such as blistering
;
stimutating lin-

iments ; frictions : issues ; setons ; excisions ; drill-

ing; artificial appliances, &c, &c. •

In several cases I have succeeded in obtaining solid

union by the method wrhich I propose to execute in

your presence in the present case. This instrument

is a fine gimblet ; a small puncture is made with a

bistoury, the gimblet inserted and carried directly

down upon one of the fragments, boring it through

in an oblique manner and then conducting it on-

ward through the other. The handle may then be

detached and the instrument allowed to remain from

eight to fourteen days. The limb to be kept in the

* Tliis boy was well in 23 days.
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usual dressing for such fracture as may be the sub-

ject of operation. The requisite action is induced

by the presence ©f this foreign body, and the work
of repair again goes forward.*

Let me now exhibit a few cases of fractures, which

are ready ' to be discharged from the hospital, and

whjch it is my duty to let you see, as you can deter-

mine for yourselves the result of treatment.

First. We have here a tbigh. The seat of fracture

at the junction of the middle and lower thud. He
has been nine weeks in the ward. A piece of bind-

er's board has been wet and moulded to the thigh,

and retained by a roller to give some protection to

the part. He is moving about with the aid of

crutches. He should not venture his entire weight,

exeept in the most guarded manner, under 11 or 12

weeks. A careful measurement does not give one

half inch shortening. The apparatus, with which it

was dressed, . was the adhesive strips
;
suspended

weight (ten pounds) in the shape of two bricks and

sand-bags ; the bedstead in these cases, is raised at

the foot by slipping a block three inches thick under

each leg. This gives the weight of the body a vant-

age ground, in the way of resisting the extending

force. It will be in vain to look for any device more

satisfactory or complete than this. It is simple, ef-

ficient and comfortable.

Case 2. This is also a fracture of the thigh below

the middle. It illustrates the value of another dress-

ing in certain cases. It bas occurred in a patient

who has an old bony anchylosis of the knee joi nt , the

leg being at an angle of forty degrees with the thigh.

Of course, the dressing used in the case just exhib-

ited could not be applied here, and hence the limb

was suspended by an anterior splint, generally

known as the splint of Dr. iSTathan Smith, of

Baltimore ; the union is complete and free from any

deformity.

Cases 3 and 4. These were both fractures of the

leg. In the one, of both tibia and fibula five inches

above the ankle ; in the other at the upper third.

They have been each treated in the old fracture box

;

and I doubt if you can either by sight or touch dis-

cover the seat of injury. Six weeks have elapsed

and we deem it. safe to apply lateral splint with soft-

ened binder's board, and allow the patient to use

crutches. Nine or ten weeks is soon enough to admit

of the ordinary use of the limb.

Medical Societies.

PEMSYLYAKIA MEDICAL SOCIETY.
The Medical Society of Pennsylvania met in

the Court House, in Erie, Pa., Wednesday, June

9th, in the afternoon, and at four o'clock was called

to order by the President, Dr. John Curwen, of

Harrisburg.

# In five weeks this patient was discharged well.

An impressive opening prayer was offered by Rev.
G. F. Cain, D. D., of this city.

ADDRESS OF WELCOME.
Dr. George C. Bennett, of Erie, then stepped

forward, and delivered the following welcoming ad-

dress :

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Medical So-

ciety of the State of Pennsylvania

:

As Chairman of your Committee of Arrange-

ments, I greet you and extend to you a cordial wel-

come in behalf of the Erie County Medical Society,

and our citizens at large.

That spirit of energy and emulation which can

bring such large delegations so great a distance and

from a business so difficult to leave for a single day,

must impress the communities in which you reside

with an assurance that they have with them men
devoted to their art, and who practice it with a love

and intelligence equal to that devotion.

It is less than a quarter of a century since this

Society first met in convention. Many of the mem-
bers of that meeting have passed away from eai th,

after the successful and unwearied completion of

their laborious mission. Only six are with you to-

day of the original members. Many were eminent

men—all of them men of energy—but how soon

would we forget them were not their choicest

thoughts, the fruits of their active lives of observa-

tion, treasured in the transactions of this Society.

By their labors, the profession in the State has been

harmonized, and its tone elevated, and by their

efforts your Society became a strong power, aided by

other State Societies, in the organization of the great

American Medical Association, which makes you
national and Catholic in spirit and in fact. By your

labors a desire is stimulated for a higher standard of

medical education. And, above all, by the adoption

of the code of etbics, a line as of fire is drawn be-

tween tbe regular scientific physician and the char-

latan and empiric.

Much remains to be done in order that medicine

may continue her unwearied efforts for the good of

our race, and widen still more her range of scientific

resources ; that she may fulfill her sublime mission

in all its unspeakable grandeur. Your power for

good can hardly be estimated, but trusting that you

will all heartily endorse the sentiment of the Roman
actor: Homo sum, nihil humani a me aliertum

_pufo," while you continue on the stage of life ; and

with the highest confidence in your capacity for use-

fulness, I bid you God speed in your work, and say

to you again, distinguished guests, welcome to our

city and our homes.

The speech was loudly applauded.

ENTERTAINMENT OF VISITORS.

Dr. J. L. Stewart, Chairman of the Committee

of Arrangements of the Erie County Medical So-

ciety, extended the civilities of the citizens of Erie

county to medical visitors, in the following remarks :
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Mr. President, and Gentlemen of the State Medical

Society

:

As Chairman of the Committee of Arrangements

of the Erie County Medical Society, it is my pleasant

duty to announce the programme and business of

entertainment. Before doing so, let me express the

regret of the Society, as well as of our citizens, that

our hotel accommodations have proved insufficient

for this occasion. But, though we are short in hotel

accommodation, we have made abundant provision

in our private families.

The speaker then stated that all the delegates

present, unprovided for, if they woidd make their

wishes known, at the close of the session the Com-
mittee of Arrangements would take pleasure in as-

signing them to pleasant quarters. He added:

" The latch strings of our citizens not only hang

out, but our doors are wide open to all." [Ap-

plause.]

TIME OF MEETING.

The committee have arranged for the Society to

meet at 9 o'clock, A. M.
;
adjourn at 12| o'clock, P.

M. ; meet again at 2\ o'clock, P. M., and adjourn

at 6| o'clock, P. M.

Dr. Stewart also announced the following

ENTERTAINMENTS AND RECEPTIONS.

Wednesday evening—Exception by Capt. Jouett,

U. S. N., on board the U. S. S. Michigan, at half-

past seven o'clock.

Thursday evening—Banquet at the Reed House,
at eight o'clock.

Friday, at 11 o'clock, A. M., excursion on Lake
Erie, in steam and pleasure yachts, and sail boats,

and collation at Crystal Point, at four o'clock, P. M.
The Secretary, Dr. Wm. B. Atkinson, of Philadel-

phia, read a certificate from the Buffalo and the Lake
Erie Medical Societies, setting forth that B. H. Dag-
gett, M. D., of Buffalo, and J. E. Stubbs, M. D., of

the Lake Erie Medical Society, had been regularly

elected to represent that Society at this meeting.

The Secretary moved that they be made members
by invitation, which was unanimously agreed to.

EX-PRESIDENTS OP THE SOCIETY.

On motion of Dr. Wm. Mayburry, of Philadelphia,

all the ex-Presidents of the Society were invited to

seats near the President. The invitatiou was ac-

cepted on the part of all the ex-Presidents present.

COURTESIES TO MEDICAL GENTLEMEN.
A number of medical gentlemen present were in-

vited to seats in the Society.

On motion of Dr. J. King, of Alleghany, all the

members of the Erie county Medical Society, in ad-

dition to those who are delegates, were invited to

seats in the Society.

LIST OF DELEGATES.

The Secretary then read the names of delegates

handed in up to that time. He stated that the list

had not been perfected.

One hundred and seven names appearing on the

list.

ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT.

Dr. John Curwen, President of the Convention,

(and Medical Superintendent of the Pennsylvania

State Lunatic Hospital,) addressed the Society in a

very interesting discourse on insanity, its pathology

and treatment. Not having space for the whole of

the address we give the following extract on

"GENERAL PARESIS.*

In late years a form of mental disorder has at-

tracted very general attention, to which it seems

proper in this place to refer to general terms, the

general paralysis of the insane, or, as now called,

general paresis. A great deal has been written

within the last few years on this disorder, and to

those who feel inclined to pursue the study more

fully, the many articles in the English, French and

German Psychiatrie Journals may be recommended.

One or two points only need to be noticed here.

The disease is characterized by delusions of immense

wealth or unbounded possessions with a peculiar

impediment or hesitation, or stammering in talking

among the very earliest symptoms, and also an ir-

regular contraction of the pupils of the eyes, and an

unequal movement of the lower extremities, often

from the very first, though only to be recognized by

very strict examination. The disease is confined

almost exclusively to males, very few eases among
females having been reported. Much dispute has

arisen on the setiology of the disease, but it may be

referred, as a general rule, to excessive indidgence,

and to various circumstances which tend to deprave

the physical constitution, and from these conditions

may be inferred the almost utter hopelessness of the

disease. The general principles of treatment in

different mental disorders will be modified by pecu-

liarities in the constitution of the individual, and the

condition which may be presented at the time.

These general principles are divided into two

classes, medical and moral, and to a proper combina-

tion of these two all success in the management of

the insane must be attributed. The essentially

chronic character of most mental disorders requires

great patience and perseverance on the part of the

physician, notwithstanding the constant discourage-

ments to be met with, and the pleas to be trying

some new remedy, and the truth must be steadily

inculcated, that a speedy restoration must not be

looked for, but that chronic disorders can only be

cured by steady perseverance in that course which

has been found most serviceable in such cases.

As would be inferred from the asthenic character

of the disorder, an unusual tendency to constipation

exists in nearly all cases varjing from the mildest to

the most intractable form, which must be met and

managed, not so much by violent medicines, which

only add to the mischief, but by a judicious combina-
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tion of medicines, food, exercise, ana the inculcation

of regular habits. The great sleeplessness so char-

;

acteristic of insanity must also be overcome in the

,j

same way ; not by a routine treatment of sedative

j
medicine or one medicine in particular, but by such

I

diversity of mental and bodily exertion as will bring
on that moderate degree of fatigue which will induce

A general tonic treatment will also be indicated to

brace up the debilitated nervous system, and add
strength an energy to the enfeebled powers ; and this

can usually be effected by the regular exhibition of
the different preparations of iron and such vegetable

tonics as may be found most useful, conjoined with
such sedatives as may aid in carrying forward the
object to be attained. But our efforts must not be
directed to medical care alone, since as the disorder

has, in the great majority of cases, been induced by
irregular habits and modes of life, we must endeavor
to correct these, and bring the individual back to

that regular and systematic exercise and manner of
life which will enable all the functions to exert their

proper influence, and have their proper action and
development. For this purpose hygienic measures
must be resorted to, and regularly and systematically

carried out. Meals at regular hours of good, plain,

well cooked and easily digested food, exercise of dif-

ferent kinds, indoor and outdoor, bathing, the en-

forcement of regular periods for retiring at night and
rising in the morning, and whatever else of this na-

ture may aid in the object to be sought. But even
these will not entirely fulfill the desired end. Dr.
Samuel Johnson in his character of the insane
astronomer has shown the influence of too great

absorption of the mental powers by one engrossing

pursuit, and the relief and restoration obtained from
the extravagant fancies and delusions by a varietv

of agreeable and entertaing objects and conversa-

tion. On this principle the moral treatment of the

insane is founded. To' furnish every means by
pleasant and varied reading, games of different kinds,

illustrations of physical science, employment in every

way in which the individual can be induced to en-

gage, the direction of the attention to objects of in-

tesest and curiosity by exhibitions of the magic lan-

tern, and in fine anything which will tend to arouse

the latent energies, attract the different feelings or

interest the mental faculties pleasantly and profit-

ably, all are among the class of things included under
the general term, moral treatment. One individ-

ual may be reached by one method, another must be
approached by a different course, but the aim must
be so to combine all the resources which can be
made available for the grand purpose towards which
all should tend, the restoration of the mental facul-

ties to their normal condition.

On
VOTE OF THANKS.

motion of Dr. Stetler, of Philadelphia, the

thanks of the society were unanimously tendered Dr.
Curwen through the Vice President, for his able,

interesting and instructive address.

INVITATIONS ACCEPTED.

On motion of Dr. Parrish, the invitation of Com"
mander Jouett, of the steamship Michigan, was
unanimously accepted.

At the suggestion of Dr. L. J. Stewart, it was an-

nounced that the members of the society meet in the

Court House at 7| o'clock, and from thence proceed

to the harbor in a body.

The Secretary (Dr. Atkinson) read invitations

from the Young Men's Christian Association, and

the officers of the City Library Reading Room, ex-

tending the use of those rooms to the delegates dur-

ing then* stay in the city.

On motion of Dr. Stanton, the thanks of the body

were extended to the two Associations for their kind

invitation.

The Secretary read a communication from an offi-

cer of the Schuylkill County Medical Society, noti-

fying the society of the expulsion of a member
thereof, and requesting that his name be stricken off

the list of permanent members of the State society.

On motion of Dr. Nebinger, the paper was read a

second time.

The paper was received, on motion, and by direc-

tion of the President, the name mentioned in the

communication was stricken from the roll, after some

discussion as to formality, &c.

MEDICAL SOCIETY OF NEW JERSEY.

Dr. W. B. Atkinson presented the report of the

representative of the society to the Medical Society

of New Jersey.

LAKE ERIE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

On motion of Dr. Bennett, Thomas D. Strong, M.
D., a representative from the Lake Erie Medical

Association, comprising members of three or four

county societies, was admitted as a sitting member.

ADMISSION OF INSANE INTO HOSPITALS.

The following was submitted, and unanimously

accepted

:

The committee appointed to urge upon the Legis-

lature " the propriety of enacting a law which shall

so determine the relations of the insane as to protect

the medical profession in giving certificates of in-

sanity, the insane from improper influences, and the

community generally from injustice and oppression "

—beg leave respectfully to report that they prepared

and presented to the Legislature a memorial and

project of a law.

The bill was presented in the Senate and referred

to the Judiciary General Committee, who appointed

a meeting for the purpose of hearing those interested

in the matter. At the same time, some parties who
have been for more than a year using the public

press for the purpose of injuring several members o
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our profession specially connected with hospitals for

the insane, having obtained a copy of the bill of the

committee, added to it several sections designed to

annoy and perplex superintendents of hospitals for

the insane.

The Senate committee adopted several of these

amendments, and the law as it now stands on the

statute book contains all the good features of your

committee's bill with two objectionable clauses of

the bill as modified by the Senate committee.

It is proper to state in this connection that the

committee was veiy greatly indebted for success in

securing the passage of the law to the exertions and

good offices of one of the former Presidents of this

Society, and lately Speaker of the State Senate—Dr.

WlLMER WORTHTNGTON.
All of which is respectfully submitted.

John Curwen,
Traill Green,
Jas. Kix<;.

W. Crawford,
Richard J. Duncelisobt.

On motion of Dr. King, the Society adjourned to

meet this morning at nine o'clock.

KECEPTION ON BOARD THE " MICHIGAN."

In compliance with previous announcement, a

large number of the members of the Society, and a

few invited guests, assembled at the Court ITouse

last evening, at about 7| o'clock, proceeded in a body

to pay their compliments to the urbane and distin-

guished Comodore of the U. S. Steamship " Michi-

gan," now lying in our harbor. Commander
Jouett and his officers and men received their visit-

ors as only nautical men can, and several hours

were most agreeably spent on board one of the

oldest, staunchest and best war vessels afloat.

SECOND DAY.
Prof. Gross, of Philadelphia, asked and obtained

leave to present a highly interesting paper on the

subject of attendant nurses. Before reading the re-

port, the Professor said it had been presented to the

American Medical Association, at New Orleans, and

referred to this Society. The report was quite

lengthy, able and interesting.

The report and resolutions were accepted and re-

ferred to the Committee on Publication.

MEDICAL EDUCATION, ETC.

The Secretary (Dr. Atkinson, of Philadelphia,)

stated that at the recent session of the American

Medical Association, at New Orleans, a number of

compositions relative to medical education were pre-

sented and referred to a special committee, consist-

ing of Drs. N. S. Davis, Paul F. Eve, E. S. G-ail-

lard, E. Lee Jones and J. K. Bartlett, who have pre-

pared and presented the following

REPORT OP THE COMMITTEE ON VARIOUS PROPO-
SITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS FOR MEDICAL
SOCIETIES, ETC.

After a fair examination of the various proposi-

tions concerning medical education, medical legisla-

tion and ethical regulations for Medical Colleges, re-

ferred to your committee, we respectfully submit

the following report

:

Whereas, The history of medical legislation in the

various States of this Union, clearly shows that no reli-

ance can be placed on either the uniformity or the per-

manency of any laws relating to the practice of medi-
cine ; and

Whereas, The results of all the efforts made during

the last twenty-five years, to elevate the standard of
medical education through concert of action among the

numerous medical colleges of this country, have proved
with equal cleverness that such concert of action in an
efficient manner is unattainable ; therefore

Resolved, That whatever is done to establish and main-
tain a just and fair standard of medical education
throughout our whole country, must be done by the pro-

fession itself, through its own voluntary organizations, in

the same manner that it now establishes and enforces its

code of ethics. The profession is competent to declare

through its representatives in the National, State and
local societies, what shall be the standard of attainments

for those to be recognized and admitted into its ranks,

and to establish the boards or agencies by which compli-

ance with such standard shall be ascertained, as if is to

declare what shall be the ethical rules governing the con-

duct of those already admitted.

Resolved, That this Association earnestly requests each
State Medical Society to appoint annually one or more
Boards of Examiners, composed of five thoroughly quali-

fied members, whose duty it shall be to meet at suitable

times and places, for the examination of all persons,

whether graduates or not, who propose to enter upon the

practice of medicine in their respective States, except sue-

as have been previously examined, and licensed by a
similar Board in some other State.

Resolved, That each State Medical Society be requested

to make such regulations concerning the pay of the Boards

of Examiners, and the fee to be charged for a license to

practice, that the former shall in no case depend on the

amount received for the latter.

Resolved, That each State Medical Society be requested

to require its examining board or boards to exact of every

applicant for examination, adequate proof that he has a

proper general education ; is twenty-one years of age

;

and has pursued the study of medicine three full years,

one half of which time shall have been in some regularly

organized medical college, whose curriculum embraces

adequate facilities for didactic demonstration and hospital

clinical instruction.

Resolved, That each State Medical Society be requested

to act on the foregoing propositions at the next regular

annual meeting after the reception of copies of the same,

aud if approved and adopted by the State medical socie-

ties of two-thirds of the States, this association shall deny

representation from all organizations who longer refuse

to comply with the same, and shall recommend the State

societies to do the same. And all persons who, after that

date, seek to enter upon the practice of medicine without

first receiving a license from some State board of examin-

ers, shall be treated ethically as irregular practitioners.

Resolved, That, in adoptingthe foregoing resolutions, by

which it is proposed to treat the Medical College diploma

the same as the diploma of any literary college, this As-

sociation is actuated by no desire to injure the medical

schools of our country. On the contrary, by the adoption

of the fourth resolution at the same time that the value of

the mere college diploma is practically nullified, it is the

desire, and confident expectation, that those institutions

will be greatly benefitted ; because they will be forced to
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rival each other in the extent and efficiency of their courses

of instruction, instead of the number which they can an-

nually distribute.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

N. S. Davis,

Paul F. Eve,
E. S. Gaillakd,
E. Lee Jones,

J. K. Bartlett.

The report was committed.

INTEMPERANCE AS A DISEASE.

Dr. Joseph Farrish, physician in chief to the

Sanitarium at Media, near Philadelphia, presented a

report on " Intemperance as a Disease."

The report was received and referred to the Pub-

lication Committee.

INSPECTION OP DRUGS.

Dr. Wm. B. Atkinson, of Philadelphia, submitted

a, report from the Committee on the Inspection of

Drugs. The report set for the Committee had

memoralized the Legislature, setting forth the evils

resulting from the extensively practiced adulteration

of drugs, and praying them to enact a law to remedy

the evil. Owing to strong opposition, they had not

accomplished the desired result. On the reception

of the report, Professor Cross said

:

In reference to the report, with all deference to

the Committee, I don't think it covers the entire

ground. The subject was brought up in the Phila-

delphia County Medical Society ; and in consequence

of a diversity of sentiment, it was referred to

a Committee consisting of five members, of

which I have the honor to be one, and that

Committee was authorized to confer with a Com-

mittee of the same number connected with the Col-

lege of Pharmacy. The Committee met, when it

was suggested that there should be a conference

with college physicians. Accordingly a resolution

was offered inviting the co-operation of the college.

The college accordingly appointed a committee, con-

sisting of five members, and the question now rests

with those three Committees. They propose to take

the matter into consideration, and in due time to

report resolutions to the Philadelphia County Medi-

cal Society. There is precisely where the matter

stands. I do not think the report is quite as com-

plete as it might be upon that point. I think that

the profession in the city of Philadelphia is largely

interested in this matter. The meeting referred to

was small, it is true, as meetings of this kind are apt

to be ; but gentlemen present felt a deep interest in

this matter. I am certain that I speak the senti-

ment of the societies, (all of them), when I declare

that they will do their best to give this subject fall

consideration. It was found utterly impossible to

pass the bills which have been presented to the Leg-

islature. It was found that the druggists of Phila-

delphia were entirely too powerful for the physicians

of Philadelphia, or State of Pennsylvania. They
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had more influence in a political point of view than

we, or used more money than anything else. [Sen-

sation and applause.] That is the fact.

A committee of five was appointed to confer and

co-operate with the Philadelphia committee as to the

best method of banishing adulterated drugs from our

midst. The names of the committee are as follows :

Drs. Cummiskey, Nebinger, Mayburry, Knight and

W. L. Wells, of Philadelphia.

Dr. A. ISTebinger, of Philadelphia, chairman of the

• committee to report on criminal abortion, submitted

a paper in relation to the subject, winch he read.

A motion was made and amended that the report

be accepted, and 5,000 copies be published in pamph-

let form, and be distributed through the several

county societies to all ministers throughout the

State.

On motion of Dr. Mayburry, the matter of the

disposition of the paper was made the special order

of business after the consideration of charities in the

afternoon.

A resolution was passed relative to the vaccina-

tion of all children attending our public schools

;

providing for the appointment of a committee to

draft a resolution to that effect, and have it presented

at the next session of the Legislature for adoption.

The resolution relative to the report, presented by

Dr. Xebinger, was taken up in order. It was an-

nounced as follows

:

Resolved, That the County Medical Societiesbe and they

are hereby invited to take such steps as will speedily, ac-

tively and efficiently enlist the ministers ot the various

Christian Churches in their locality in the work of so in-

structing their flocks in regard to the nature of the act of

criminal or wanton abortion as shall produce conviction

in them that such act is not only a sin, but that it is sub-

stantially murder, and that in the language of Bishop

Cox, " they who commit this act cannot inherit eter-

nal life."

The matter in the report and resolution were de-

bated at some length, when the matter was recom-

mitted to the Committee (to which the name of Dr
Gallagher was added,) with instructions to report

this morning.

AMERICA]!*' MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

Dr. McKennon, as delegate to the American

Medical Society made a report.

Dr. Hellyer, of Philadelphia, presented for the in-

spection of the members ofthe Society, a photograph

of a monstrosity recently born in Philadelphia.

Several improvements in surgery were presented

for the inspection of the Society, including several

instruments by Dr. Lee, of Philadelphia, who gave

a very interesting description of their workings.

. THIRD DAT.
Dr. Nebinger, as chairman of the Committee

on Criminal Abortion, made report that no altera-

tion had been made in the paper as recommitted, the

committee not being able to agree ; therefore the

report would not be presented. He asked that the
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committee be discharged from the further considera-

tion of the subject, assuring the Society, however,

that the paper would be published in such case as a

private document.

A vote being taken, a motion to that effect was

agreed to.

COUNTY MEDICAL OBGAXIZATlOXS.

Dr. Dewitt, of Harrisburg, stated that as there are

a number of counties in the State without medical

organizations, he would offer a resolution relative

thereto. He read as follows

:

Resolved, That the regular physicians resident in those

counties where there are no county orgauizations, are

earnestly requested to form themselves into societies dur-

ing the present year.

The resolution was unanimously adopted.

OFFICERS OF THE PENNSYLVANIA MEDICAL
SOCIETY, 1869-70.

Dr. Allen, of Bradford, presented the following

report from the committee, on nominations

:

For President—Dr. W. M. Wallace, of Erie.

Vice Presidents— 1st, W. R. Findley ; 2d. W. II.

Pancoast
;
3d, O. P. James

;
4th, A. M. Pollock.

Recording Secretary—Dr. A. H. Fist.

Corresponding Secretary—Dr. Lawrence Turn-

bull.

Permanent Secretary—Dr. W. B. Atkinson.

Treasurer—Wm. Mayburry.

Delegates to the American Medical Association :

Di s. F. W. .

l h iw, Allegheny ; John T.Ray, Crawford

;

Fred. Corss, Luzerne ; Andrew Xebinger, Philadel-

phia; Traill Green, Northampton : R. C. Hays;
James Ross, Clearfield: T. A. Helshy, Lycoming;
E. P. Allen. Bradford; David Stanton; D. H.
Strickland ; Alexander Craig ; S. T. Davis.

Place of holding meeting for A. D., 1870 : Phila-

delphia.

The report was adopted by acclamation.

The newly-elected President was conveyed to the

chair, and addressed the Society in a brief and
pointed speech.

There being nothing further of importance before

the Society, on motion of Dr. King, rhe convention

adjourned to meet at Philadelphia, at eleven o'clock,

A. M., on the second "Wednesday in June, 1870.

The attendance during the sessions at Erie this

year was much larger that ever before, one hundred
and twenty-six of the medical profession

]
having

signed the roll as delegates.

Editorial Department.

Periscope.

A citizen in Brunswick, Me., who earns

his living working by the day, has paid for

morphia, for the use of his wife, nearly thir-

teen hundred dollars, during the past fourteen

years. The woman declares that she cannot

live without this stimulus, and her husband

once walked twenty-four miles to get her usual

supply.

Value of the Various Kinds of Food.

The views of Liebig, who makes so important ihe

distinction between nitrogenous and non-nitrogen-

ous food are no longer tenable in the light of recent

experiments.

Dr. Letheby sums up the most modern views in

one of his Cantor lectures recently delivered in Lon-
don. He concludes thus:

It ishiglily probable that the largest amount ofmus-
cular force is derived from the hydrocarbons of our

food : not that the nitrogenous matters of it may not

also be a source of power ; but there is no necessity,

as Liebig supposes, for their being previously con-

structed into tissue. The experiments of Mr.

Savory, in fact, show that rats can live and be in

health for weeks on a purely nitrogenous diet, and
it is nearly certain that under these circumstances

the nitrogeneous matters are mostly oxidized with-

out entering into the composition of tissue. This

is the main point of divergence from the hypothesis

of Liebig : and it is further indicated by the fact that

the amount of nitrogen excreted is not in proportion

to the work done, but to the quantity of it in the

food, even when there is no muscular exertion.

Tliat the chief functions of nitrogenous matter

are to repair tissue, there can be no doubt, for ani-

mals kept on a purely carbonaceous diet quickly lose

weight, and at last die from a disintegration of tis-

sue ; but it is equally certain that the nitrogenous

constituents of food have other offices to perform.

A daily diet of two pounds of bread contains enough

nitrogen to supply the mechanical wants of the sys-

tem, but it will not maintain life. There is required

an addition of animal food to render it sufficient for

this purpose
;
and, indeed, the instincts and habits

of the human race show, beyond all question, that a

comparatively rich nitrogenous diet is necessary for

the proper sustenance of life ; and it is very probable

that it assists the assimilation of the hydrocarbons.

In this way it may help in the development of force

without itself contributing directly to it ; and this

may serve to explain the fact, that there is a relation

between the amount of nitrogen contained in the

food, and the labor value of it. Carnivorous ani-

mals are not only stronger, and more capable of

prolonged exertion than herbivorous, but they are

also fiercer in their disposition, as if force were

superabundant. The bears of India and America,

says Playfair, which feed on acorns, are mild and

tractable, while those of the polar regions, which

consume flesh, are savage and untamable : and tak-

ing instances of people—the Peruvianswhom Pizarro
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found in the country at its conquest, were mild and

inoffensive in their habits, and they subsisted chiefly

on vegetable food ; whilst their brethren in Mexico,

when found by Cortes, were a warlike and fierce

race, and they fed for the most part on animal diet.

The miners of Chili, who work like horses, also

feed like them, for Darwin tells us that their com-

mon food consists of bread, beans, and roasted

grain. The Hindoo navvies also who were em-

employed in making the tunnel of the Bhore Ghat

Railway, and who had very laborious work to per-

form, found it impossible to sustain their health on

a vegetable diet, and being left at liberty by their

caste to eat as they pleased, they took the common
food of the English navigators, and were then able

to work as vigorously. Abundant examples of this

description—some of which will be further discussed

as we proceed, may be cited in proof of the direct

relation of plastic food to mechanical work ; but

there is no proof that this material must first form

, tissue before its dynamical power can be elicited.

It is, however, a remarkable fact that all forms of

nitrogenous food have not the same nutritive value
;

the glutinous matters of barley and wheat, though

;

almost identical in chemical composition, have very

different sustaining powers. It is the same with

muscular flesh and artificially prepared fibrin and
1

gelatine. Magendie found that dogs, fed solely for

120 days on raw meat from sheep's heads preserved

!
their health and vigor during the whole of the time

;

but more than three times the amount of isolated

fibrin, with the addition of much gelatine and albu-

men, were insufficient to preserve life.

We may conclude, therefore, that although the

main functions of nitrogenous matters are to con-

struct and repair tissue, yet they have manifestly

other duties to perform of an assimilative, a respira-

tory, and force-producing quality which are far from

being understood. What do we know, indeed, of

the actual modus operandi of the nitrogenous fer-

ments—ptyalin, pepsin, pancreatin, &c, which are

secreted so abundantly in the alimentary canal ; or

of the conjugate nitrogenous compounds which are

present in the bile ? and how far have we advanced
in interpreting the functions of the nitrogenous con-

stituents of tea, coffee, mate, guarana, cocoa, &c.,

which the instincts of mankind in every part of the

globe have have evidently chosen for some physio-

logical purpose? The same may be said of the

crystalline nitrogenous matters of soup—as creatin,

creatinin, inosic acid, &c, which can hardly be re-

garded as foods, although they have powerful sus-

taining properties.

Surgeon W. E. Schofield is detached
from the Naval Rendezvous at Boston and
ordered to the Saratoga.

Reviews and Book Notices.

Fifth Annual Keport of the Board of State
Charities of Massachusetts. January, 1869. Bos-
ton, 1869. 1 vol., 8vo., pp. 444.

This official document comes within the reading

of medical men, on account of the interesting dis-

cussions it contains on population, foundling and de-

serted children, the deaf and dumb, prison-hygiene,

etc. Tne following extract from it is strongly illus-

trative how a misguided moral sentiment—just such

as now exist m reference to brothels, etc.—interferes

with true humanity

:

" An orphan asjdum was established in Paris in

1363, and soon after it was proposed to commit

foundlings to its care ; but this was opposed in these

remarkable words

:

" It might come to pass there would be so great a

multitude of them that no hospital can contain or

support them, because men and women will abandon

themselves frvely to sin, when they see that their

bastards are to be well cared for, without having the

burden and anxiety of their support."

Government, therefore, by letters patent, directed

that foundlings should be left to the care of private

charity.

It appears to have been customary, from very

early times, to place some of these infants in beds at

the entrance of churches ; and for those in charge of

them to stand and cry to passers, " Help, for these

poor innocents."

The hospital called that of " Red Infants,"—En-

fants Rouges,—founded in 1536, for the children of

patients deceased at the great Hotel Dieu, excluded

foundlings upon the principle that their admission

would increase the evil of abandonment."

•'Batraxomyo maxia: A Fight on Ethics,"

is the name of a pamphlet recently published inNew
Orleans by Julius Ho^ibeeger, M. D., who, it is

well known, has been severely strictured by the

American Medical Association for a tendency to ad-

vertise, and to defend advertising. He censures,

and with some justice, the unparliamentary action of

the Association upon his resignation.

We acknowledge the following pamphlets : Medi-

cal History of the year 1868, in California. A paper

read before tbe Sacramento Society for Medical Im-

provement, Fel). 16th, 1869, and published by the

order of the Society. By T. M. Logax, M. D.

Dawson, on Fibrous and Fibro-cystic Tumors of

the Uterus.

Thirty-seventh Report .of the Retreat for the In-

sane, Hartford, Conn.

Third Annual Report of the General Hospital for

the Insane, Connecticut, l.
c 69.
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8^" Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence,

News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect-

fully solicited.

Articles of special importance, such especially as re-

quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser-

vation, will be liberally paid for.

18^" To insure publication, articles must be practical,

Irief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully

prepared, so as to require little revision. ,

We particularly value the practical experience of coun-
try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor-

mation that rightfullv belongs to the profession.

THE WOMAN QUESTION IN PHILADEL-
PHIA.

The County Medical Society of Philadelphia

is determined to stultify itself by fulminating

its bulls against comets. . Here is a resolution

this Society adopted at a meeting, Oct. 21,

1868.

Resolved, That it is the sense of this Society that the

preambles and resolutions adopted by it in regard to Fe-

male Colleges, their Professors and Graduates, .are such
as do disqualify such professors and graduates from be-

coming members of this Society ; and further, that the

accepting and filling of any professional chair in a Fe-
male College by a member of this Society disqualifies

him for active continued membership of this body ; and
furthermore, that the essence and sense of the preambles
and resolutions referred to deny to the members of ih :

s

society the right to professionally consult with any Pro-
fessor or Graduate of a Female College.

Not content with thus putting itself on the

record as opposing a legitimate, proper, and
praiseworthy extension of educational priv-

ileges, not satisfied with thus interfering in a

meddlesome manner with the individual rights

of its members, and setting an example of

narrow-mindedness discreditable to this city,

and this age, it reiterates as follows in a meet-

ing April 29, 1869:
Whereas, It is well known that some of the members

of this Society are holding Professorships in the Woman's
Medical College of Pennsylvania, or occupying the posi-

tion of Consulting Surgeon or Physician in the Woman's
Hospital of Philadelphia, or holding consultations with

the Professors, Graduates, &c, of the above Institutions,

in violation of the rules and regulations of this Society :

And, Whereas, It is believed that some of the mem-
bers so offending are not aware of the passage of the reso-

lution by this Society at the Stated Meeting in October

last upon this subject : therefore,

Resolved, That the Recording Secretary is hereby in-

structed to furnish a printed copy of the above resolution

to every member of this Society, with the request that

those who are holding professional intercourse with the

Woman's College of Pennsylvania, or with the Woman's

Hospital of Philadelphia, or with Graduates of the former,

will either purge themselves of the violation of the rules

and regulations of this Society, or resign their member-

ship of the same.

Now at whom is this sham thunderbolt

hurled ? At Dr. Alfred Stille, Professor of

"Practice in the University of Pennsylvania, at

Dr. Benj. B. Wilson, Prof, of Surgery in the

Woman's Medical College of this city, at Dr.

Washington L. Atlee. at Dr. Henry
IIartsiiorne, Prof, of Hygiene in the Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania, and in the Woman's

Medical College, and at many other worthy

physicians, who hold it right, if they see fit,

to consult with any well-educated, regular,

scientific physician, male or female.

What short-sighted clique controls the county

society? Are they too blind to see whither the

current is tending ? Do they know the time

of day it is on the horologe of progress ? Or

are they influenced by a petty jealousy, a

mean fear that their own purses or positions

may be injured by the admission of well-quali-

fied women to the ranks of medical practice ?

Soluble Saccharate of Iron.

This is an elegant preparation prepared and

quite popular in France and Germany. The

process is said to be as follows :

It has been found that the hydrated scsqui-

oxide of iron is soluble in rock candy—from

this solution ammonia will no longer precipi-

tate the oxide. Advantage has been taken

of this reaction in Germany, and sugar bon-

bons are now prepared under the name of Dr.

E. Fleischer's soluble iron saccharrate.

They are put up like sugar plums, and contain

1-14th of a grain of metallic iron in each bon-

bon. They are also flavored with some kind of

liqueur, and would never be suspected to be

medicine by any child. Beside the bon-bons,

the solution is kept in bottles in a form suit-

able for drinking with food. The pyrophos-

phate of iron is also prepared in a similar way,

thus affording phosphorous and iron at the

same time.

A discussion has been going on in the Ga-

zette Hebdomadaire lately about this sacchar-

ate. One party pretends that what is sold for

such is nothing but pulvis ferri rubbed up with

sugar, and either that the alleged chemical

process is a "blind," or else that the article as

sold is an adulteration.

Sawdust pills would effectually cure

many of the diseases with which mankind is

afflicted, if every individual would make his

own sawdust.
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Notes and Comments.

Special Notice to Subscribers.

Those whose subscriptions are due in advance, from

July 1st, will receive notice herewith. A prompt response

must be made, to enable us to include the subscribers'

names on the prepaid postage list for the quarter begin •

ning July 1st.

THERAPEUTICAL BULLETIN.*
Compiled by Geo. H. Naphets, M. D.

2To. 17.

This column will contain each week a collection of the
Recipes, remarkable for their novelty and elegance, now
in use by prominent practitioners, as recommended by
them in recent lectures at College and Hospital Clinics,

and at meetings of Medical Societies, in newly pubJishep
monographs and systematic treatises, and in the current
medical periodicals of this country and Europe. It will

include formula? for hypodermic injections, for inhala-
tions, for rectal and vaginal suppositories, for ointments,
lotions, collyria, etc,, etc.

This selection will be such that each prescription will

commend itself, both by its intrinsic merits, and by the
authority of the name "of the physician by whom origi-

nated or employed. It is designed to give only the latest

and best approved therapeutical expressions of the pro-
fession—to aflord a periscope of the remedial measures re-

sorted to by eminent living physicians.
It is proposed, hereafter, to classify these formula?, and

issue them in book form.

Treatment of Phthisis.

J. Waking Curran, L. K. & Q. C. P., &c
142. R. Zinci oxidi, gr. ij.

Extracti conii, gr. i. n\,.

Tor one pill, to be taken three times a day.

The quantity of the oxide of zinc is gradually

to be increased. In the latter stages of

phthisis where profuse sweating and colliqua-

tive diarrhoea harrass the patient and rapidly

lower the vital capacity, this combination is

very effective. It is of great value also in the

earlier stages of the disease. It seems to

steady the nervous system and to act as a se-

dative to the wandering pains.

J. M. Da Costa, M. D.
143. R. Acidi sulphurici diluti, gtt. x.

Tinctura? opii deodoratse, gtt. v.

Synipi hypophosphitis, f.gj.

Extracti pruni virginiani fluidi, ad f.gij.

For one dose, ter die, when night sweats

and cough are troublesome.

Inhalation.
144. R. Extracti opii, gr. |

Aqua, f.|j

For one inhalation, twice a day, by means
of any form of steam atomizer throwing a fine

spray. In the irritative cough of phthisis,

causing gastric irritability.

* Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year

1869, by Geo. H. Napheys, M. D., in the Clerk's office of
ihe District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylva-
nia.

N. B.—This copyright is not intended to prevent medi-
cal jourcals publishing these articles, but only their being
issued in book form.

145. R. Acidi gallici, gr. xx.

For one powder. Ia acute haemoptysis. To
be repeated every ten minutes until hemorr-
hage ceases.

146. R. Cupri sulphatis, gr. §
Ferri sulphatis, gr. ij.

Extracti hyoscyami, gr. j.

For one pill, ter die. In persistent slight

pulmonary hemorrhage. Sulphate of copper

in such cases seems to control the circulation

within the lungs, and to arrest a tendency
to bleeding. This action is not due to its nau-

seating effect, for, in this dose, it does not

nauseate. The administration of cod-liver

oil should be postponed until the haemoptysis

is gotten rid of.

Dr. Horace Dobeld, Senior Physician to the

Royal Hospital for diseases of the Chest,

London.
147 R . Extracti ergota? fluidi,

Tinctura? digitalis,

Acidi gallici,

Magnesia? sulphatis,

Acidi sulphurici diluti,

Infusi rosa? compositi,

Sig. Two tablespoonsful every three hours
until hemorrhage is arrested. In spite of the

fashionable outcry against complicated per-

scriptions, Dr. Dobell recommends the above
as the most efficacious and the most rational

combination of remedies for a case of profuse

tubercular pulmonary hemorrhage. In any
given case, either of the ingredients may be
omitted, if the symptoms indicate that it is

not required, or that it has already done its

duty. The object of the ergot is to contract

the vessels ; of the digitalis, to steady the heart

;

of the gallic acid, to clot the blood; of the epsom
salts to relieve the congestion, and of thus

dilute sulpharic acid to assist the rest.

Balthazar W. Foster, M. D., M. R. C. P.,

Professor of Medicine in Queen's College,

&c, London.

It

14S. R. .Ether,

Olei niorrhuce
^ijss.

Sig. Desertspoonfull ter die, before meals.

This is a new physiological attempt to in-

troduce cod liver oil into the system, by over-

coming the difficulty of assimilating fat, which

is developed to the greatest extent at the very

stages of the disease in which perfect assimi-

lation is most needed. To pom* oil into a pa-

tient's stomach, without at the same time

taking measures to ensure its digestion is a
crude kind of therapeutics. Experimental phy-

siology has taught us that the only liuids in

the body which have the power of acting upon
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fat, so as to render it fit for absorption, are the John C. Thorowgood, 1L D., &c, London
secretions of the pancreas and the ducodenal

glands. Ether has the power of stimulating '

the glands to renew their healthy action and I

places the fatty matter in a state of fine divi-
j

sion in contact with their more abundant se-

cretion. It also masks the unpleasant taste
j

of the oil.

M. M.Moxtard-Martix and Herard, Paris.

149. R. Acidi arseniosi, gr.j

151. B . So da? hypophosplii t is . gr . v

.

Glycerirue,

Aquae. aa fjss.
For one dose, ter die.

In addition to Dr. Thorowgood, Drs. C. J.

13 . "Williams, and C. J. Williams, (the latter

one of the physicians at the Brompton Hospi-
tal,) speaks of the value in phthisis of the hy-

pophosphites. which, at first so highly lauded

in granule: lx div. !
by Dr. Churchill of Paris, have of late fallen

somewhat into disrepute.

Correspondence.

DOMESTIC.

Seven or eight a day of these granules to be

taken at first, the dose to be speedily carried

up to ten or fifteen. Never more than two
should be given at a time , and they should be

administered as often as possible before meals.

The treatment should be suspended from time

to time. Researches have shown the entire I

harmlessness of arsenic, when properly em-
j

ployed, as well as its undeniable efficacy in !

certain forms of tubercular phthisis. Almost

all the patients, after a few days treatment

exhibit a marked improvement in their gen-

eral condition. The appetite improves, the

strength returns, the complexion is clearer,
|

tion are lxeat and moisture

and the eye is more animated ; and at the end
j
either it is

of three weeks or a month, flesh begins to be vented. This fact is here made use of by the

gained. The local malady undergoes less thorough desication of the alum and its subse-

change,but even this is sometimes sensibly
j

que nt tendency tore-absorb adjacent moisture,

modified. The most favorable cases are those
j

Allow me, however, to suggest another sub-

in which there is no acute fever or serious
j
stance which can be readily purchased, requir-

digestive disturbance. M. Lolliot, the most ! ing no previous treatment, and whose power
of absorbtion of moisture, as compared with

dried alum, is as ten to o?ie, i. e. " calcined

plaster,;' or Sulphate of Lime. The affinity of

Preservation of Vaccine Virus.

Editors Med. axd Surg. PiEPoeter :

I notice with satisfaction the suggestion of

Dr. A. W.Ltteck. of Mayville, Wis., in regard
to the preservation of vaccine virus.

In a very large proportion of cases the two
essentials to chemical changes or decomposi-

; in the absence of

retarded, if not effectually pre-

recent observer, finds that the daily adminis-

tration of one-tenth of a grain produces a di-

minution of temperature, and a very notable

diminution in the amount of urea.

Pr. Douglas Powell. Hospital for Con-
* sumption, Brompton.

150 R. Potassse chloratis, ^ij-iij.

Morphiae muriatis, grs. jss-ij.

Glycerinse, f$. ss.

Syrupi, adf-. iv. t\.

A teaspoonful to be swallowed slowly in

the rawness of the tongue, and painful deglu.

tition in advanced phthisis. It acts locally on

the parts affected, relieving at the same time

the cough. Of course, in the latest stages of

the disease this will but render the remaining

hours of life more comfortable ; but there are

some cases where this condition of the tongue

and throat will come on earlier, and by ren-

dering the taking of nutrients or stimulents

almost impossible, causing death from exhaus-

tion. In such instances the above combina-

tion relieves pain, cleanses the tongue, and

enables the patient to take nourishment and

remedies which greatly prolong life.

IP. i

water for this substance is remarkable. The
plaster may be placed in a wide-mouthed bot-

tle ; a portion of the plaster poured in, and the

virus properly enveloped laid upon it, and the

bottle closed with a good stopper, which should

be as near air-tight as possible.

Respectfully, Bexj. J. Cre 1^.

News and Miscellany

Still Another Victim !

At the late meeting of the Orange County
(Xew York) Medical Society, held at Goshen,

a committee was appointed to investigate the

cause of the death of the late Maggie Dorcas,

who, it was alleged, died from the effects of

medicine administered to procure an abortion.

A great deal of interest is felt as to the result

of their investigations, as it is said that the

crime of foeticide has become very prevalent

in this vicinity.
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